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A Beautiful Tribute 
JOHN W. KERNS 

September 1, 1942, was the home
going 0£ John W . Kerns, one-of the
original Trustees of Brite College 
of the Bible, named in the Char
ter. An obituary was published in 
the September issue of the Chris
tian Courier and will not be re
peated in the limited space of the 
Caller. 

This is an expression of appre
ciation for the distinguished serv
ice he rendered as a Trustee. He 
was selected because he could be 
depended upon. The fidelity of 
the Cause was safe in his hands, 
whether you thought of the Cause 
as that of Christianity at large or 
the special "plea" of the Disciples 
of Christ. He was a Bible preacher. 
The heart of his faith was the di
vine Jes us Christ. He was loyal, 
but not afraid, faithful but not con
tentious, always ready to fight sin 
but -never to fight his brethren; 
His faith was strong enough to 
keep him solid on his feet and not 
nervous about the outcome of the 
Cause. 

During the last ten years of his 
life he was a semi-invalid. To the 
call for a board meeting he would 
reply, "I am not supposed to ven
ture out, hut if you really need me, 
let me know and I'll be there." 

There were nine original Trus
tees of Brite College in 1914-L. C. 

Brite, Dr. Bacon Saunders, C. W. 
Gibson, Millard Patterson, Eugene 
H . Holmes, Van Za.ndt Jarvis, .Jolm 
W. Kerns and Dr. L. D. Anderson. 
All but the last named have com-

JOHN W. KERNS, Trustee 

pleted their . careers and have gone 
home. What a noble list of Godly 
men. 

His coming to Texas was due to 
his unselfish missionary spirit. He 
responded to the appeal of a small 
weak church to hold them a meet
ing tho they could promise no defi

nite pay. He came, baptiz~d a 
(Continued on page 4) 

This letter was written by Kerns Taylor, 
grandson of Brother Kerns. The letter 
reached its destination a few hours after 
Brother_Kerns had passed a.waY.,. 

A. P. 0. 829 

Aug. 27, 1942. 

Dear Papa: 

Here, even now, at the age of 22, 
I still find myself inevitably call
ing you "Papa," the name I coined 
as a little tot, hardly able to walk, 
but old enough to appreciate you. 
To me, you were the apple of my 
eye, and I affectionately call you 
"the whole ch eese." When Mother 
wrote to tell me you had been hav
ing some trouble lately and were 
not well, I became at once de
pressed and dejected and nothing 
would do except to sit down and 
write; and I felt the urge to ask 
you, for my sake, to please take 
care of yourself! I would suffer 
even more than those who are there 

_ aL home with ...y:ou. It --is too hor
rible to contemplate, too unpleas
ant to try to imagine. 

Your life, to those who know 
you, is not a single isolated one, 
but rather is symbolic of some sev
enty-six years of service to many, 
many thousands of lives, each of 
which you sparked on to accom
plishment and achievement. With
out the enlightenment you were 
able to bring and the faith and 
spirit you enkindled into flames, 

(Continued on page 2) 
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their lives could have existed with-
. out significance and ended in frus
tration. To weigh, in retrospect, 
the sacrifice and endeavors, and 
the vast amount of humble service 
which you have given, is beyond 
the power of human conception. 
And although the material gain to 
yourself has been small and in 
no conceivable way commensurate 
with your labor, you must r ealize, 
as only a few are able to do, the 
intense satisfaction and reward 
which comes from the happy, con
tented faces of friends, and the lav
ish expressions of gratitude, the 
thriving institutions of God which 
mold character and bring good 
cheer and worthwhile results; all 
of these are the culmination of 
your unceasing efforts and influ
ence. 

And that, Papa, is something to 
which I may aspire and probably 
never achieve. If only the world 
possessed a man of your ability
a leader of men- on every street 
corner in every city, it would not 
he torn with strife and bloodshed 
this very minute. Please be careful 
and stay well, for I love you so 
much. 

Your 
Kernie. 

Douglas Tomlinson, 
New Trustee 

To fill the unexpired term of 
Brother John W. Kerns, the Board 
of Trustees of Brite College of the 
Bible has selected Douglas Tom
linson of Fort Worth. He and Dr. 
Anderson are the only two mem
bers on the Board from Fort Worth 
at the present time. 

Those .who know the fine record 
of Douglas Tomlinson as a college 
man, as a Christian and an Elder 
in the Church, will rejoice in 

this selection. He graduated from 
T. C. U. in the Class of 1909, took 
his law degree at the University of 
Texas and then studied graduate 
journalism at Columbia University 
School of Journalism. He is the 
founder of the All-Church Press 
which operates church papers in 
seven cities. This is one of the 
most unique contributions to r e
ligious journalism in this genera
tion. It is prized very highly by 
those churches having the oppor
tunity to use it in these seven cities. 

Mr. Tomlinson has been for years 
an elder in the First Christian 
Church, :Fort Worth, and very ac
tive and dependable in all of its 
affairs. 

His two sons, Douglas, Jr. , and 
Lambuth are both seniors in T. 
C. U. except that the former had 
to leave before graduation for the 
Army where he is serving in the 
Glider Division of the Air Corps. 
In fact, Mr. Tomlinson belongs to 
the "tribe" by that name which has 
had at least one representative in 
T. C. U. each year since 1904. 

He is one of those laymen who 
takes his church work seriously, is 
well informed in the field of Re
ligion and the activity of the local 
church work. He brings to his po
sition as Trustee in the Brite Col
lege of the Bible a seasoned judg
ment, a devoted heart, and an 
exemplary record. 

Builders of Colleges 
Personalities make institutions. 

It is through institutions that per
sonalities can make themselves live 
long after they are passed from 
earthly scenes. It is interesting to 
observe how this blessed process 
has operated in the life of T. C. U. 

Old Add-Ran was made possible 
by the Clark family. The father 
and three sons devoted their lives 
to its founding. Their wives sacri-

ficed, kept boarders and invested 
property to make it go. It was a 
family affair, as were most of the 
frontier schools. They could not 
have been financed otherwise. 

But the day came when it had 
to be larger than a family affair, 
to be financed and supported. So 
it was turned over to the church, 
in 1889. The church Convention 
accepted it, but the local churches 
gave it very meager 9fferings of 
money. Again families, or persons 
came to the rescue. It was Major 
J. J. Jarvis who became the Presi
dent of the Board of Trustees and 
gave a large portion of the money 
for erecting the new lmilding in 
the five years after the church took 
over. Mrs. Jarvis was back of him 
encouraging and prodding him. So 
that is why the building at Thorp's 
Spring was named Jarvis, and 'llhe 
Dormitory at Fort Worth carried 
on the name. 

Then came another change, 
forced by time. The school had to 
move from the country to a city 
center. New friends had to he 
found. And they arose. This time 
it was Col. J. Z. Miller of Belton 
and T. E. Shirley of Melissa who 
saved the day. The latter also en
listed others and raised the funds 
that kept the school from closing 
about 1900. 

Another crisis arose m 1910 
when the fire compelled a move. 
T. E. Shirley had lost his health 
and moved to the Panhandle. Other 
men arose. T. E. Tomlinson of 
Hillsboro, the new chairman of the 
Board, and C. W. Gibson of W axa
hachie spent much of their time, 
and gave sacrificially of their 
means, to get the school established 
in its new location in Fort Worth, 
and on its feet. Mrs. M. A. Goode 
helped over the hill by giving the 
nest egg for Goode Hall. 
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Individual Estates 

Another great demand was on 
the institution: not a fire or a 
move, but a need for a Bible Col
lege. For preacher training was a 
central purpose and was not prop
erly provided for as yet. Again 
a family came to break the new 
era open. This time it was from the 
far west. Luke Brite, with the 
partnership of his wife, funded 
Brite College of the Bible, with a 
building and a Chair. Their close 
friend, Millard Patterson, followed 
them in providing a Chair in his 
will. 

Times developed. Increasing de
mands were made of a school that 
aspired to be a University. Church 
offerings and small contributions 
were not enough. Again it was a 
personality that came to the rescue. 
This time it was a great estate. 
Mrs. Mary Couts Burnett left her 
whole fortune to T. C. U. Though 
sh was not a member of the same 

There is no disposition to mini· 
mize them. But these schools, 
themselves, need the church Col
leges. They will be free from po
litical control much longer, be· 
cause the Church colleges are free. 

Aud if we are to continue to have 
a country greatly influenced, or 
dominated by the Christian philos
ophy of life, then there must be 
Church Colleges as centers of 
Christian thought. And these Col
leges must stand high enough as 
educational institutions to hold the 
respect of the great Universities. 
T_hey must have that to _!:le influ
ential. The Church College may 
yet be the savior of Christian civili
zation and of the freedom of the 
State Schools as well. 

Ministers Must Be Trained 

And the Church must have min
isters who can meet and lead the 
new generations that come out of 
these state schools, and who live in 
this generation of public school church, she left no strings to 

hamper. This gift made it possible trained youth. That means a train
ing school for ministers as a part 

for T. C. U. to keep its standing 
of the Christian College. That is 

as a first class University and to 
wh·at Brite College of the Bible is. weather the period of the depres-

sion as some church schools were It, too, has attained the recogni
tion of the Seminaries of America. not able to do. 

Through the years, churches It stands along with the best. Yet 
it is free to teach its own message have- made regular offerings, and 

individuals have made donations of and the message of its Brother-
. · Th II · t hood. And it is devoted and loyal varying sizes. ese a go in o h 

meet the needs of_the general_Ofu._ t~ t at message. 
going of the institution. But after The need of the hour, therefore, 
all of this it is still true that the is some devoted Christian person
big growth of all colleges awaits alities, or families who see such a 
the gifts in fairly large size. And vision ancl are willing to give or 
T. C. U. along with Brite College bequeath goodly sums to T. C. U. 

stands in need of personalities and 
families NOW to make these larger 
than ordinary gifts. 

The Church College Essential 

The State is pouring large sums 
into State Colleges and Univer
sities. These schools are all right. 

or to Brite College of the Bible. 
This occurred in the meeting of 

the Board of Trustees of Texas 
Christian University in 1940: Ross 
Sterling, who had given over Fifty 
Thousand Dollars to T. C. U. in the 
1920's and who had become again 
a member of the Board, arose and 

said, in the course of the ordinary 
discussion in the Board: "As you 
all know, I went into politics and 
went broke. I lost practically all 
of my property. It does my soul 
good to come here and see working 
the money I put into T. C. U. That 
is all I saved, and I can't lose that." 
That was no mere sentiment. That 
was a real experience. 

We wonder if some of the per
sonalities mentioned in the stories 
above, looking down from the 
other world on our struggling 
earth, may not be having some such 
rejoicing as that. 

We wonder if there are nOtfam
ilies now who could do as great a 
thing and bring a happiness that 
money could not otherwise bring. 

A Gracious Gift 
We are deeply indebted to Mrs. 

Lee Bivins of Amarillo for helping 
Brite College over a very important 
hill of progress. When the enter
prise of building the Ministerial 
Apartments was under considera
tion, it was found that we could 
borrow the money (we first tried 
to get donations and failed) to 
erect the buildings, and pay it back 
slowly out of the income. But to 
borrow enough to pay· for the lots 
would overload the loan and make 
the plan impossible, and Brite 
College had no lots. T. C. U. had 
the- lots for which they paid the 
money and permitted Brite College 
to build on them. But this enter· 
prise was, in fact, for the program 
of Brite College. 

Mrs. Bivins, who had previously 
made a gift to the Apartment to 
help it out in a pinch, was ap
pealed to, and out of her love for 
the Cause of preaching, responded 
with a gift of Three Thousand Dol· 
lars, for the purchase of the lots. 
So this property now is in the pos-

( Continued on page 4) 
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session of the Brite College of the 
Bible Trustees. 

One injunction only Mrs. Bivins 
gave us in making this investment: 
"See that they preach the Bible." 
And that is just the genius of Brite 
College of the Bible, as its name 
indic.ates. The Reformation of the 
Nineteenth Century made a defi
nite contribution to the Christian 
world in making the Bible a better 
used and better understood Book. 
The approach of studying Chris
tianity from the approach of the 
Bible instead of that of theology 
was started by Alexander Camp
bell, and has been the strength of 
the preaching of our pioneer 
brethren. This generation should 
not lose that great gain. 

If there is any one feature that 
would greatly strengthen the ser
monizing of our own brethren of 
the present generation it is to use 
the Bible much more in their 
preaching. 

Some Recent Moves 
Otto Nielson, B. D. '37, is now 

Dean of the Arts College of Texas 
College of Arts and Industries, 
Kingsville, Texas. 

Roy O'Brien, B. A. '34, has gone 
from Norman, Oklahoma, to be
come the pastor of St. Petersburg, 
Florida, Christian Church. 

Travis White, B. D. '34, instead 
of Paris, Texas, has now a new ad
dress as pastor of the First Chris
tian Church at Little Rock. The 
Arkansas-Louisiana Christian of 
November carries his picture mak
ing this announcement. 

The next issue of the Caller will 
give a complete list of our exes who 
are in the Chaplaincy. Several 
have gone in recently and it is im
possible to get an accurate list at 
the present time. 

Students in Brite College this 
year come from the following 
states : New York, Pennsylvania, 
Michigan, District of Columbia, 
Georgia, Florida, Louisiana, Arkan
sas, Texas, Ohio, Oklahoma, Cali
fornia, Colorado, Washington, Ten
nessee, Missouri, Texas. 

* * * 
Homer W. Strong, who fell heir 

to a strenuous challenge in the pas
torate of the Long Beach Church 
where George Taubman served so 
long, was on the campus recently 
greeting old friends. He sends us 
a Timothy from his church this 
year. Homer was president of the 
B. C. B. Ex's just before he left 
for California. 

* ·:t * 
"Betty" and Olin Pendleton are 

two other loyal Ex's who have sent 
students this year. Four students 
from the state of Washington. 
What do you think of that? It is 
faith like that in the old school that 
makes it grow. Their pastorate is 
Arlington, Washington. 

When the American Association 
of Theological Schools, of which 
Brite College is a member, wanted 
an official representative to attend 
the Inaugural Exercises for Presi
dent Score at Southwestern Univer
sity on Oct. 6 they appointed Dean 
Colby D. Hall. 

* * * 
Our B. C. B. Missionaries are 

being used for good service these 
days. Katherine Schutze, fur
loughed by the war from China, 
and last year at Yale, is this year 
teaching missions in the Bible Col
lege of Drake University. Her face 
adorns the front page of their Bul
letin this month, and as usual it is 
breaking out in a smile. Dr. Ken
neth Bonham and wife are doing a 
similar work of teaching at Phil
lips University. Brite College used 
this plan of making use of the re-

turned missionary, last year with 
Prof. Clarence Burch. He con
tinues this year teaching Bible 
classes, as well as missions, and also 
a course on the History of China 
and the Far East. 

New Babies 
T. C. U. and Brite College can 

look forward to quite an enroll
ment along about 1960. Recent ad
ditions to families of ex-students 
are numerous: The Noel Keiths 
(Marfa) have a boy, Marvin Rus
sell. The Dan Morgans (Lam
pasas) welcomed John Karl in 
.lune, while the W. A. Welshes 
(Lufkin) announced the arrival of 
James Neal in July; and the Eulis 
Hills (Cleburne) and the Walter 
Gris wolds (Central, Shreveport) 
announced boys in October, named, 
respectively, Keith Harold and 
Frank Cantrell. The Ken Hays 
(Central, Dallas) are the proud 
parents of the lone girl of the 
group, Mary Sue, born in June. 

B. C. B. Exes Luncheon 
Attention is called to the Annual 

Luncheon of the Brite College 
Alumni Association at the Minis
ters' Institute, to be held this year 
on Thursday, Feb'ruary 18, at 12 :45 
in the diningroom of the Univer
sity Christian Church. As you 
make plans to come to the Insti
tute, be sure to include the B. C. B. 
Exes' Luncheon! 

A Beautiful Tribute 
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goodly number, and made friends 
who changed his life's course. It 
was there that Malcom and Dave 
Reed came to know and love him. 
They persuaded him to become the 
pastor at Austin. 

Any young preacher is greatly 
blessed to contemplate the untold 
good accomplished by such an un
selfish career as that of Brother 
John Kerns. 


