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James M. Moudy, TCU chancellor from 1965 to 1979, 

is generally credited with moving the University into 

a rapid rise in academic quality. Under his direction 

research-oriented doctoral programs brought TCU 

a position among the nation's major universities. He 

presided over installation of the Honors Program. His 

emphasis on a strengthened faculty brought a chapter 

of Phi Beta Kappa, recognition of undergraduate 

quality in the liberal arts, and of Sigma Xi, recognizing 

research in the sciences. The first TCU alumnus to be 

named its chief executive, Dr. Moudy was at TCU for 

eight years-as dean of the graduate school and as 

academic and executive vice chancellor-before 

being named chancellor. 



The new building fu lfills in an impressive w ay the Uni

versity's long-held desire to provide a physical envi

ronment which supports and reflects the high quality 

of t he academic program in art and art history, in 

journalism, in radio-TV-film, and in speech communi

cat ion. The activity in the building is diverse. It ranges 

from art in its purest form to the exactness of scien

t ific methodology. 





But in all the departments, a primary concern of fac

ulty and students is the process of conveying ideas 

and information, a process likely to be improved as 

the varied practitioners cross paths and learn from 

each other in the new environment. 



The Department of Art fills the north wing, 

with offices, classrooms, a slide library and 

an exhibition space overlooking the court

yard. Studios-tall, versatile spaces sepa

rated by movable partitions-line the 

north side, flooded with light from a hori

zontal band of windows. A giant clerestory 

window brings northern light into interior 

spaces. A sophisticated exhaust and chemi

cal/waste disposal system connects to the 

kilns, foundries, printing and photographic 

studios whose safety and health demands 

are similar to those of light industry. Art his

torians have a unique slide-viewing class

room with equipment to project images 

on all walls and the ceiling simultaneously. 

A 154-seat lecture hall serves as a recital hall 

in the evenings; it adjoins the courtyard , as 

does the exhibition space for student and 

faculty work. 





Visible from the courtyard are the studios of 

KTCU-FM, the 3000-watt community service 

station operated as part of the academic pro

gram. Nearby are two fu lly-equipped television 

studios with work spaces to accommodate stu

dent observers. There are special classrooms, 

workrooms and studios for large-screen televi

sion viewing, film preview ing, film edit ing, voice 

practice and scenery const ruction; a mini

theater is used for film history studies and to 

show student works. 



Some classrooms here could well be the 

newsrooms of a daily newspaper, especially 

the reporting laboratories and offices of the 

two student publications, The Daily Skiff 
and the quarterly Image magazine. Students 

write and edit directly on video display ter

minals and typesetting is done electronically 

through a magnetic disc system. Several 

classrooms are designed to accommodate · 
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The building's emphasis on specialized spaces 

for specialized studies is particularly obvious in 

housing for the D ivision of Communication in 

Human Relations. O ne room, designed for the 

study of interpersonal communications, has 

walls that "flip" to become totally mirrored 

or total ly solid. A lecture room for practicing 

speeches has a theater setting with small waiting 

rooms nearby and a lectern w ith all controls for 

lighting and microphones that are likely to be 

encountered professionally. Another room for 

public speaking has electronic equipment to let 

a speaker get messages from the audience or 

the teacher and learn how listeners respond. 



The Moudy Building houses the offices of TCU's School of Fin'e Arts, which has 

programs under way in other campus locations as well. The School has four major 

departments: 

The Art Department, housed in the Moudy Building, offers the bachelor's degree in 

studio art, in art education, in commercial art and in art history. A master's degree 

program is offered. 

The Music Department, housed in Ed Landreth Hal l, offers the bachelor's degree in 

performance, in theory-composition, in music history and literature, in church music 

and in music education (vocal or instrumental); music is also available as a major in a 

liberal arts program. The master's degree is offered in musicology, music theory, 

performance and music education; a master of arts in music is also available. 

The Speech Communication Department has three divisions. Two - the D ivision of 

Communication in Human Relations and the D ivision of Rad io-TV-Film - are housed 

in the Moudy Building; they offer bachelor's and master's degree programs. The 

D ivision of Communication Pathology is housed in the Miller Speech and Hearing 

Clinic: it has bachelor's programs in speech-language pathology and in habil1tation of 

the deaf and a master's program in communication pathology. 

The Theatre Arts Department has two divisions. The Division of Ballet/Modern 

Dance, housed in the Ballet Building, offers bachelor's and master's programs. The 

Division of Theatre, housed in Ed Landreth Hall, has programs leading to bachelor's 

and master 's degrees in theat re and a bachelor's in theat re education. 

A bachelor's degree program in musical theatre is a cooperative effort between 

music, theatre and ballet/modern dance. 

The dean's office looks across University Dnve toward Ed Landreth Hall. 

The Department of Journalism, housed in the Moudy Building, is one of 16 

departments administered by the AddRan College of Arts and Sciences. The 

bachelor's degree in journalism is taken w ith emphasis either on news-editor ial or 

on public relations-advertising. 

A bachelor's program in broadcast journalism is a joint project of journalism and 

rad10-TV-nlm. 





The building is the first Texas project of Kevin Roche, 

John Dinkeloo and Associates of Connecticut. Roche, 

a native of Ireland who came to America in 1948, was 

at one time the chief designer for architect Eero Saari

nen. Roche has also designed the Oakland (Calif.) 

Museum, the Fiat headquarters in Turin, Italy, and the 

Creative Arts Center at Wesleyan University in Mid

dletown, Conn. In New York City, he has designed 

the Ford Foundation headquarters, the United 

Nations Plaza Building and the expansion of the Met

ropolitan Museum. His reputation includes innovative 

use of glass, and in the TCU building a glittering glass

and-steel entrance canopy partially covers a land

scaped courtyard which ties together two wings of 

the exposed concrete structure, bold in its simplicity 

but related to other TCU buildings by quiet bands of 

buff brick. The building's south wing is set back to 

allow full view of the Robert Carr Chapel from the 

north entrance to the campus on University Drive. 



The building with its equipment is a gift to 

the University from the Amon G. Carter 

Foundation of Fort Worth. Before his death 

in 1955, Amon G. Carter was publisher of 

the Fort Worth Star-Telegram and widely 

recognized as the city's leading citizen. He 

was a strong friend of the University and 

the football stadium bears his name. The 

Foundation has continued to support the 

University. The new Moudy Building is the 

largest single gift, except for bequests, ever 

received by TCU. 






