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THE CITY OF FORT WORTH'S PROPOSAL TO SELL WORTH HILLS GOLF COURSE TO TCU 

On August 4, 1961 , the Fort Worth Recrea
tion Board reported to the Fort Worth City 
Council as follows: 

"The matter of the prospective sale or ex
change of Worth Hills Golf Course was referred 
to the Recreation Board some time ago by the 
City Council. 

"After negotiations with TCU, we report ... 
"It is the recommendation of the Fort Worth 

Recreation Board that the sale of this approxi
mately 106.4 acres of land purchased by the 
City in 1923 l nd now known as Worth Hills 
Golf Course be made to TCU at a purchase 
price of $6,500.00 per acre under the following 
conditions: 

"(a) That the sale be submitted to a 
vote of t he people of Fort Worth and, of 
course, not made unless approved in the 
election; 

" ( b) That the City have the privilege 
within four months after the sale is ap
proved of designating any part of the land 
up to 30 acres th~t it may need for its 
municipal purposes (providing the land 
purchased and retained by TCU is left in 
one tract) and TCU agrees to re-sell it to 
the City at exactly the price per acre paid 
by TCU; 

"(c) That TCU permit the City to retain 
possession up to a year after the sale; and 

"(d) That the deed to TCU be restrict-

ed so that the part retained by TCU may 
not be sold and will be used only for educa
tional purposes as distinguished from com
mercial or industrial purposes. 

"The members of the Fort Worth Recreation 
Board have unanimously agreed that the sale 
under these conditions would be in the best 
interest of the people of Fort Worth from a 
recreational standpoint for the following rea
sons: 

"l. There would be adequate funds to pur
chase the land and to build, not just a replace
ment of Worth Hills Golf Course, but at least 
two first class 18 hole golf courses. 

"2. There would be in all probability re
maining funds available to complete a program 
bringing our golf course maintenance equipment 
into a first class condition . .. 

"3. This prospective sale makes (these im
proved golfing facilities) possible, and (leaves 
regular income for) expenditures such as swim
ming pools, combination tennis and basketball 
courts, playground equipment, baseball dia
monds, etc. 

"We sincerely hope that this prospective sale 
to TCU will become a reality for in our opinion 
all parties concerned will benefit." 

Accordingly, the City Council voted unan
imously to submit this proposal for the approval 
of the voters in an . .. 

ELECTION ON TUESDAY, SEPT. 12, 1961 

AN INDICATION OF WHY TCU NEEDS THE LAND 

In comparison with other major educational institutions in Texas, TCU now has less land per 
student than all except SMU (as shown by the following chart): 

Srkool 

Total Pall T otal Acres Average 
.F.urollment In Main A c reage 

1960° Ca111vus•• Prr Student Srhool 

1. Texas A&M 7 ,221 
2. Texas Tech _ 9,178 
3. Rice 1,973. 
4. Hardin-Simmons 1,638 
5. Abileno Christian 2,529 

8,802 1.218 6. North Texas State 8,029 ...... 304 .035 
.. . 2,008 .218 7. University of Texas .19,225 617 .. .032 

300 .152 8. Baylo1· .. 6,021.. .. 161. .. . .... .026 
146 .089 9. TCU ... .. .. 6,308 .. 138 . ... .... .021 
102 .040 10. SMU ... 7,493 .... 150 ...... . ... . .020 

Total Pall Total Arres A verane 
Enrollm e11t /11 i\1ain Acreage 

1960° Campus•• Per Student 

*Source: U. S. Dept. of Health, Education & Welfare Circular No. 637. ••Source: America n Council on Education 1960 Yearbook. 

What Will Be the Total Price Paid by TCU? 
$691,600. 

This is $6,500 per acre times 106.4 acres. 

It is also 17.73 times greater than the $39,000 
which the City paid for the property in 1923. 

How Does This Price Compare to City Appraisals? 
This price is : 

$53,600 higher than the highest of four inde
pendent appraisals obtained by the City (earlier 
this year, before negotiating this offer with TCU) ; 

More than $100,000 higher than two of the four 
appraisals; and 

$86,325 higher than the average of the four 
independent appraisals. 

The four appraisals are $580,000, $588,300, 
$614,800 and $638,000 (by Wayne D. Hagood, 
Ross E: Jones, George J . Mellina and George W. 
Rupe - but which man made which appraisal 
was not identified when City Council announced 
these figures on Aug. 4). 

Why Is TCU Willing to Pay Such a High Price? 

Qn the basis of TCU's growth in recent decades 
and authoritative forecasts of the needs and op
portunities of the future, the Trustees and Admin
istration of TCU are certain that TCU is still in 
the early stages of its development and service to 
the City, State and Nation. 

Accordingly, since the purchase of the Worth 
Hills Golf Course will provide for at least another 
half-century of growth by TCU, the Trustees and 
Administration feel the property is well worth a 
generous price. 

When Will TCU Take Possession? 

Not until up to a year after the purchase is 
approved by the voters. 

The Recreation Board provided this delay so 
that Worth Hills could continue in service as a 
golf course until at least one of the new golf courses 
could be built. 

What Deed Restrictions Will Be Placed on TCU? 
The deed of sale will require that: 
I. Within four months after the sale is approved, 

T CU must re-sell to the City any part of the land 

up to 30 acres desired by the City (provided the 
land purchased and retained by TCU is left in one 
tract), the price to be the same as paid to the City 
by TCU. 

2. TCU must forever own the land and use it 
only for its own educational purposes and never be 
able to sell any portion to anyone. 

What Will Be the Principal Benefits of the Sale? 

I. IT WILL GREATLY IMPROVE THE 
CITY'S RECREATIONAL FACILITIES. 

Since the City's offer is for a direct sale of the 
Worth Hills property by the City Recreation De
partment to TCU, all of the $691,600 sale price 
will go directly to the Recreation Department -
for the Recreation Department's sole and exclusive 
use. 

And, as stated in the Recreation Board's report 
to the City Council, this means ... 

1. Two new golf courses to replace the one; 
2. Better equipment to improve all other 

existing municipal courses; 
3. More funds for other recreational facil

ities, such as tennis courts, swimming pools, 
baseball diamonds, etc. 
... and all of these benefits at no expense to 

the taxpayers. 

But, unless the sale to TCU is approved by the 
I 

voters of Fort Worth, the Recreation Board cannot 
provide such improvements except t hrough a bond 
issue or other means of increasing its income from 
taxpayers. 

II. IT HELPS TO PROVIDE A SOLUTION 
TO A CITY PLANNING PROBLEM. 

City planners have suggested that Berry Street 
ultimately must be extended west across Worth 
Hills and to Bellaire Drive South on west to pro
vide a continuous throughfare to the Southwest 
Loop (No. 217) or that some other provision must 
be made for such a thoroughfare. 

But if such a thoroughfare should be extended 
through Worth Hills, there would be no way to 
finance construction of replacement golf facilities 
without further cost to taxpayers. 

However, through the sale to TCU, the thorough
fare, if desired, and such other municipal purposes 

as need to be served on the land can become a 
reality (via the four-months option of the City to 
re-purchase up to 30 acres from TCU - and this 
is the why of the option) along with two golf 
courses to replace the one at no cost to the tax
payers. 

III. IT PROVIDES TCU THE EXPANSION 
OPPORTUNITY IT SO DESPERATELY NEEDS. 

Presently, TCU's ability to provide higher edu
cation for more students is artifically limited by 
lack of space in which to expand its dormitory 
facilities. 

Further, the explosive growth of TCU in the 
past two decades has virtually exhausted the space 
for classroom buildings and outdoor educational 
activities. 

That is why the Trustees and Administration of 
TCU feel that the future of TCU is at stake in 
this election. 

What About the Effect on Nearby Property Owners? 
There are approximately 90 homes facing the 

Worth Hills course plus some apartment-type dwel
lings along Bellaire Drive North, Trinity Episcopal 
Church on Bellaire Drive South and several vacant 
lots. 

If the purchase of Worth Hills by TCU is ap
proved, then, of course, the property of these 
owners will ultimately no longer be facing a golf 
course but instead will face an expanded TCU 
campus. 

Whether or not this will appreciate or depreciate 
the property values for these owners is debateable. 
There are experts and studies to support both sides 
of this viewpoint. 

Yet it is important to realize that: 
1. The City already holds easements for street 

expansion on many of these home sites, which 
could affect their property values, and 

2. If Berry Street should have to be extended 
west through Worth Hills, as has been indicated 
may be necessary, then the property owners might 
no longer be facing a golf course in any event. 

What Are TCU's Plans for Worth Hills? 
Until the purchase has been approved and it has 

been determined how much of the land, if any, 

the City will repurchase, it is impossible for TCU 
to provide specific plans for use of the property. 

However, TCU'S general plans for Worth Hills 
call for construction of: 

At least one new girls' dormitory on the property 
as soon as possible after TCU would get possession 
in late 1962, and 

At least two more dormitories thereon within 
five years. 

Will Fraternity & Sorority Houses Be Built There? 
No. 
When TCU trustees permitted fraternities and 

sororities to organize in 1954, the University de
termined t hat fraternity and sorority students 
would be required to live on campus-owned prop
erty and that the social groups could rent sections 
in TCU's dormitories. 

This will continue to be TCU's policy. In fact, 
it must be the policy with relation to the Worth 
Hills property. 

A deed restriction will prohibit TCU from sell
ing any of the land to fraternities and sororities 
(or anyone else) . 

Will the Site's Natural Beauty Be Preserved? 
Yes. 
For more than 20 years, TCU has employed 

Carter & Burgess, landscape architects, to plan 
its building locations and landscape its campus. 

The experts at Carter & Burgess are confident 
that the natural beauty of the Worth Hills site 
cannot only be retained but enhanced, to wit: 

1. The trees, the lake, the winding stream, the 
rustic bridges and the green, rolling landscape will 
be retained insofar as possible. 

2. The buildings will be set back to provide an 
ample front lawn effect, the same as has been done 
with the present campus on University Drive. 

3. The landscaping bordering the surrounding 
streets will be improved. 

Will Parking Lots Mar the Appearance? 

No. 
Parking will be handled in hidden or largely 

hidden interior court yards. 



Why Does TCU Need More Land? 

As shown by the chart on the reverse side, T CU 
now has less land per student than any other major 
educational institution in T exas except SMU. 

Further, according to the best professional advice, 
TCU has no more land for dormitories, and TCU 
has but lit tle land left for any other purpose without 
undue crowding. 

* * * 
TCU for several years has had to have an 

" artificial ceiling" on its enrollment because of 
the lack of dormitories. 

In fact, TCU's dormitories have had a waiting 
lis t by June 1, more than three months before 
the opening of school in September, for the past 
three years now. 

And the situation is rapidly becoming more 
desperate. 

* * * 
In just the past 20 years, TCU enrollment has 

risen from 1,734 individual students in all divisions 
and all sessions in 1941 to 8,407 in 1961. 

Further, the experts are agreed that, nationwide, 
college enrollment will more than double in the next 
10 years - and T CU has consistently grown more 
rapidly than the national rate over the past two 
decades. 

Thus, T CU has a mos t desperate need of more 
space in which to expand. 

And, remember, TCU wants W orth Hills for 
more than just the University's immediate needs. 

TCU is looking to Worth Hills to provide the 
land necessary for its growth over t he next 50 
years. 

What Is the Size of the Present TCU Campus? 
138.2 acres. 
By comparison, this is nearly triple the size of 

TCU's original 50-acre site when the University 
moved to Fort Worth more than 50 years ago in 1910. 
And the addition of Worth Hills' 106.4 acres will 
not even double the size of the present campus in 
making room for TCU's growth of the next 50 years. 

How Did TCU Prepare for Its Expansion to Date? 
By foresighted planning, the same as now prompts 

T U to want to buy Worth Hills to provide for the 
future of TCU over the next 50 years. 

TCU increased it 1910 original site of 50 acres by 
purchasing 8 .2 acres of vacant lots and undeveloped 

THE TCU CAMPUS 

land in transactions of 1916, 1924 and 1928 (before 
residential and business areas had hemmed in the 
campus - and many years in advance of TCU's ex
plosive growth of the past 20 years). 

How Many Buildings Has TCU Built Since 1941? 

27 major buildings have been built, renovated, 
and/ or enlarged on the T CU campus in the past 
20 years. 

How Many More Buildings Does TCU Need? 

As outlined to the TCU Trustees by Chancellor 
M. E. Sadler on March 1, 1961, TCU has immediate 
need of at least seven more buildings in the next 
three to five years - and "long range" needs of at 
least 12 to 15 more buildings in the next 10 to 20 
years. 

Why Doesn't TCU Buy Neighboring Property to Expand? 
Virtually all of the land immediately adjacent 

to the present campus is now so fully developed and 
in use as residences or small business locations that 
t he number of property owners to be dealt with makes 
an impossible sit uation. 

T here are property owners who are so attached 
to their property t hat the will not sell a t any price. 
Others hold out for exhorbitant prices. 

And, being an independent, non-tax supported uni
versi ty , T CU has no power of condemnation and 
cannot force a nyone to sell anything. 

Churches in t he TCU area have experienced great 
difficulty with relatively few property owners in this 
matter - and hundreds of proper ty owners would be 
involved in obtaining suitable tracts for TCU ex
pansion. 

WHERE WILL THE NEW GOLF COURSES BE LOCATED? 
In the best interest of the taxpayers, the Rec

reation Board cannot commit itself to any location 
for one or both of the new golf courses until the 
Worth Hills sale to TCU has been approved and 
the Board has money in hand with which to act. 

The Board must remain free to exercise its 
choice of the best and most suitable real estate 
propositions available at that time: 

When funds for the two new golf courses have 
been assured, there is no telling what better offers 
real estate developers may make to obtain the site 
or sites amidst their land. 

Just since the Aug. 4 announcement of the TCU
Worth Hills election, for example, the Recreation 
Board has been receiving more and more inter
esting offerings to consider. 

To commit now to a site and price would shut 

the door on such opportunities. 
However, the Recreation Board already has in 

hand offers of severa l highly satisfactory sites 
at firm maf(imum price of from $550 to $1,100 
per acre. Th e hav b n obtain d to prevent 
sp culation in land at th xp nse of the tax
payer. 

One of the sites will definitely b in th south
we t area of Fort orth, readily ace ssible to 
the majority of player curr ntly using Worth 
Hills. 

And, when the final decision is made as to the 
si te of the second course, it will be based as com
pletely as possible upon the needs of the munici
pal golf players. 

W. J . LAIDLAW, JR. 

President, R ecreation Board 

What About the 0 0pen" Spaces on the Campus? 
The two largest areas are: 
l. A mere 3.9 acres at the corner of Stadium Drive 

and Bellaire Drive North, and 
2. An even smaller 2.3 acres at the corner of Stadi

um Drive and Cantey St reet . 
These are the only areas on the campus suitable 

for outdoor educational activities such as: 
a. Physical education t raining, 
b. In t ramural athletics, and 
c. R OTC and band drills and reviews. 
And these areas are the minimum required by 

major accrediting agencies for such purposes. In fact, 
additional space is needed for t hese activit ies. 

What About the Parking Space on the Campus? 

Of the parking areas on the campus, not more t han 
three or four are suitable as sites for major buildings, 
even if it were deemed advisable to do away with 
any of them. 

The other 13 parking areas are all t oo small for 
major buildings. 

And all 16 parking areas on campus include but 
1,497 parking spaces, whereas 6,100 campus parking 
permits were in effect during the past school year. 

Hence, t here is no "luxury" of parking space on 
t he campus at T CU. 

What About the Parking Space at the Stadium? 

If it were deemed advisable to take over as much 
of t he Stadium parking area as possible for construc
t ion purposes, the number of buildings which could 
be added would not be significant in terms of TCU's 
overall needs. 

Further, it would be most impractical to do away 
with any of t he parking area at the Stadium, for 
t here likewise is no "luxury" of parking space here. 

T here are only 3,497 parking spaces on all the 
Stadium parking lots. Combining these with the 
1,497 on the campus and 1,327 on nearby streets and 
emergency areas as well, the total is only 6,321. 

This is just enough parking to provide for a crowd 
of 18,900 (three persons to a car ), whereas t he 
average T CU football crowd has been 28,000 in recent 
years, and the stadium capacity is 46,000. 

Moreover, now, in the same area there will be t he 
Daniel-Meyer Coliseum for basketball, conventions 
and other uses, which will result in an almost round
the-calendar usage of the Stadium parking facilities. 

VOTE FOR A GREATER FORT WORTH AND A GREATER TCU ON TUESDAY, SEPT. 12 

PROVIDING TCU AN OPPORTUNITY TO GROW 
IS ECONOMICALLY MOST IMPORTANT TO FORT WORTH 

With 8,500 st udents, a full-t ime staff of 450 
and more than 175 part-time employees, T CU 
makes a major cont ribution to t he economy of 
Fort Worth. 

1. TCU has an annual operating budget 
(1961-62) of $7,200,000. 

2. TCU operates the largest housing and 
food service in the city, providing housing 
for some 2,200 persons and serving more 
than 1,000,000 meals annually. 

3. TCU a ttracts several hundr ed t housand 
visitors to For t Worth each year for ath
letic, cultural and entertainment events, 
seminars and other meetings a nd confer
ences. 
Appropriately, TCU has been called "For t 

Worth's second largest indust ry" - and while 
completely accurate figures are impossible to com
pile, conservative est imates indicate the following 
to be: 
TCU's Annual Contribution to the City's Economy 

By students for school expenses ( tui-
tion, fees, etc.) .. ... .. . .. . . . ... $3,500,000 
By members of the faculty and staff 
for housing and living expenses . . ... $3,500,000 
By visitors to athletic, cultural and 
entertainment events and meetings on 
campus . . . . $2 ,500 ,000 
By students for recreation and living 
expenses . .. .. . . . . . . . . . $2,000,000 
By the University for goods and serv-
ices (supplies, fixtures, etc.) . . . . $2,000,000 
By the University for new buildings 
and facilities ..... ... .. . ... . .. . . $1,200,000 

TOTAL . . . $14,700,000 

GROWING EVER GREATER TOCETHER 

1910 
1920 
1930 
1940 
1950 
1960 

FO RT WORTH TCU 
Populat ion Enro ll ment* 

73,312 
. 106,482 
163,447 
177,662 
278,778 

. 356,267 

362 
778 

1,392 
1,734 
6,091 
8,407 

*indh •idua/J enrolling for classu in all d ivisions in all sessions. 

but now 

TCU MUST HAVE MORE ROOM 
TO GROW WITH FORT WORTH 


