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Speaker panel OK's Duke's visit

By ROBERT ROBBINS

The Speaker Review Com-
mittee voted unanimously
Wednesday night that- an ap-
pearance by David Duke, Grand
- Dragon of the Ku Klux Klan, does
not violate guidelines of the
University speaker policy.

After three hours of discussion,
members decided to recommend
to Chancellor James M. Moudy
that Duke be allowed to speak on
campus with the conditions his
speech be moderated and that a
question and - answer session
follow.

The committee members
stated their decision did not
imply approval of the views or
practices of Duke or the Ku Klux

Klan and they, in fact, consider °

them ‘“highly repugnant and
morally reprehensible.”
Faculty committee member
Dr. Ted Klein said since Duke’s
speech does not create any im-
mediate threat to the rights of
others, the committee had no
right to keep him from speaking.
“The simple fact of life is that
if we keep Duke from speaking
then there will be no con*

Popularity contests

Wednesday’s Homecoming
election referendum was
defeated by a narrow margin, as

proponents fell seven votes short
needed two-thirds:

of the :
majority. The final tally was 301
_in favor and 206 against.
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troversial speakers on campus,”

said Dr. Wayne Ludvigson,
another _faculty committee
member.

Several guests told the com-
mittee that Duke’s visit would
create not only disunity among
white and black students, but
that peaceful demonstrations
were inevitable and violence a
possiblity.

‘““‘Some  people are very
reactionary. I don’t think T'CU is
ready to assume responsibility
for damage to people or property
which might be caused by his
visit,” said Bronaugh Bridges,
president of the University's
chapter of NAACP.

Jimmie Burns, program ad-
viser, and Chuck Blaisdell said
some area ministers had in-
dicated support of peaceful
demonstrations -should Duke be

"allowed to speak on campus and

both agreed a possibility of
violence existed.
Dean of Students ‘Elizabeth

Proffer, chairperson of the

committee, said extra security
precautions would be arranged if
Duke spoke but that the idea of
peaceful protests should not
effect the committee’s ‘decision.

Proffer said some faculty

members had expressed support

of peaceful protest against

Duke’s visit and the KKK.

" “I_might ‘be one of the ad-

ministrators who would join a

peaceful demonstration,” Dean

Proffer said.
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reason for the committee to
reject a speaker only if the
speaker  himself advocated
violence.

“It’s not the students we have
to worry about, but we live in a
society of profound racism,”
said Dr. Richard Hoehn of Brite
Divinity School.

Helen Snyder, chairperson of
the Creative Programming
Committee which originally
proposed a visit by Duke, said
she intends the program to be
educational.

“I don’t intend for him to come
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and degrade anyone. I have faith
in the student body and that one
man'’s views will not cause a riot
or destruction,” she said.

It. was suggested that. a .
historian could give a perhaps

more acceptable history of the
KKK, if that was the Creative
Programming Committee’s chief
reason for inviting Duke.

“Cold facts do not generate
student interest but if you hear it
from the horse’s mouth, you find
out what he thinks,” Snyder said.

David  Davis, a  House
representative told the com-
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mittee he had propesed a bill
which would cut off funds for
Duke taken from the general
University fee. :

Bob Staniey, vice president of
the House said, “As a student
who pays a program fee, I'm
going to work to keep my money
from going to the Klan, but Duke
still meets the criteria for
speakers.” 3

Despite criticism of Duke’s
visit and the possibility of
violence or demonstrations, Dr,













