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Message is strong in satire of ‘lovely war’

It’s been a long time since I've
cried over the human condition
as the result of a play, or walked
home pensively from one, or
even been truly grateful I saw it
But “Oh! What a Lovely War’' is
one of the rare plays that can do

111 that

This 1s a musical « HHth about
World War 1

s in clown suits and ride stick

where the players

Review

ponies and d¢ dances

can-can
about how fyn it is to fight for

England or France or Germany

'hen the sound of mortar
pounding comes streaming over
the stage. and the ;>|.1\t‘!‘\ hit the

sround—some  to shout com

ind some to lie contorted

and znother slide flickers over a
nearby screen

The
Charles

war games are run by
first

the
musical ‘“Cabaret.”” Then he gets
black

turns into something out of “A

Jamieson, who

seems to be Joel Grey of

his coat and whip, and

Clockwork Orange.” He chortles

wver the way things are going
ntil the scene where German
oldiers sing ‘‘Silent Night I
their own language

I'he troops creep to an invisible
ine to share a bottle of schnapps
Jamieson watches from the top
it nis T'he
Germans begin to skitter away

spiral staircase

vhen the British sergeant

Benton Jennings) keeps his
knife in his hand. Jennings hands
the knife to a German-—and
Jamiesor

leaves. He

spins on his heel and

S nds the rest of the

play crouched in his balcony,
drinking and shivering
Not that the play

enjoyed

can’'t be
David C.ffee drops a
medal off the balcony, mourning
that it was his horse that threw
the Kking. Michael
delightful as he stumps around as
the Kaiser
flap-legged dance and

Sartor 1§
hookers do a
sing that

can make a

}‘-u)”'

and the war
boy

made

wh,.\
man out of any The singing

ind dancing is for pure
enjoyment

There were irritations in the
opening night performance. The
Irish
Highland

Scottish

soliders danced the

Fling and spoke in

accents. Some slides

were barely readable: some of
the falcettos and accents were
too high and too thick to un
derstand. One flame juggler

1Jmost set his foot on fire. Some

of the audience left during in
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because neither the But these are petty in light of
nor the action of the the total impact of the play
play didn't tell them it wasn’tthe  There's not a trace of ser

end

Spend the intermission peering
at the cast pictures in the lobby
the program lists only the names
of the players with no attempt to

mention the parts they play. (A

me and
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