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The
Father
By Susan Shields
In contemporary America, women have
learned that there is more than one place to
lw in a marriage besides bed. A century ago,
according to August Strindberg's play, "The
Father," the female sex already knew this
fact, even though it was then socially
unacceptable to practice sexual freedom.
In its 39th season, the TCU University
Theatre presented "The Father," a story
about sexual traps, power struggles and the
unleashing of domestic freedom in six shows
from Nov. 8-13. Though the theater was
only about a third full for Wednesday night's
|>erformance, the play, a major accomplishment of Strindberg's career, was
more than successful for a nineteenth century play in 1983.
Centered around the perplexing battle
between a husband and wife who disagree
about how to handle the future of their
daughter, Bertha, the drama is a paradox.
The captain, played by Warren J.
Blackstone, a Trinity Valley School speech
and drama teacher, is the father. He is a
cavalry officer-turned-scientist in pursuit of

discovering elements in meteorites on earth,
as well as comprehending the |x>wer women
hold over men.
Blackstone excelled in the role of a man
tortured by doubts of his paternity and his
wife's connivance. He is consumed with the
concept of keeping women in their places,
and at the same time, is surrounded by a
household of women. He is dominated most
particularly by the demanding presence of
his true witch of a wife, Laura, played by
Daphne Wyche Kaplan.
A TCU graduate student, Kaplan, worked
perfectly in the role of a Medusa. Laura has
no morals when it comes to raising her
daughter Bertha, a young girl on the brink
of womanhood (played alternately by Lynn
Durr and Beth Bohlcke). Her brother, a
pastor —convincingly, but only so, played by
Tom Kelso-summed up his sister: "Laura
gets what Laura wants." She knows what
things she wants, but not why. What Laura
wants is to prove her husband insane.
The battle lines between the sexes are
drawn by the second act. The captain has
begun to weaken without realizing the

impact his wife's treachery has made upon
his masculinity. The only strength he has lies
in his willpower. The question asked by the
audience is whether his strength will outlive
hers. By the third act, it is obvious Laura has
driven him to the breaking point, and he
appears mad.
Therein lies the beauty of this play. The
captain moves from being a virile and severe
man to a whimpering, godless one. It would
seem he has totally lost his mind, but the
audience is very aware that his senses are
much more intact than those of his immoral
wife. It is a story much like the movie
"Ordinary People." The relationships are
based on love, but get lost in the hate
derived in power struggles.
Critics have called the pace of the plot
swift, but after two hours, it seemed immensely long. The inevitable fatality of the
third act was toilsome in coming, but the
actors carried off their performances quite
professionally.
Change the costumes, language and props,
and this play could very well fit into modern
! drama, if not reality.
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M^Nuclear film emotional
\\j

By Kevin Jones

Very seldom does a movie deeply move
me.
"Testament," a movie being shown exclusively at Highland Park Village Theater
in Dallas, left me silent and stunned.
One reason the movie hit so hard was
because I knew absolutely nothing about it
before I saw it. No money has been wasted
on |>re-release publicity,
As the film begins, it is early morning and
just another day in the life ol the central
characters of the film - a typical upper
middle-class family. The husband (William
Devane), a fitness nut, is busy rousting his
oldest son so they can go on their morning
bicycling ritual. Meanwhile, his wife (Jan
Alexander) is sufficiently frenzied fixing
breakfast. The oldest daughter is practicing
piano.
The youngest son is in a constant blather,
while Devane is doing his best to get in his
wife's way. With the exception of the
bicycling, this scene is pure tradition, one
played in households across the country
every morning.
The family has a comfortable and familiar
feel about it as its members prepare
themselves to leave their own little corner of
the American Dream north of San Francisco
for school, work and their daily business.
But this family is not really the model of
two-dimensional, WASPish, suburban bliss.
All the characters are realistic, however, and
this makes the family even more likable-all
the kids whine and the youngest is a genuine
worm.
Devane is pushy and a little self-centered,
with Alexander exhibiting the typical
neuroses and phobias that everyone's mother
possesses. Upon closer examination, it seems
that there is even a bit of strife within the
marriage, due to the fact that both people
are so human. Other than that, they all seem
to live a very happy and successful family
life.
After 20 minutes or so of character introduction, I was still clueless about what
was to happen in the story. Things were
going t<K) well. Being a loyal disciple of
Murphy's Law, 1 tried to predict what would

'"PI*«'n to bring the lives of these |>eople to a
screeching halt. A divorce? The death of a
child? Cancer? Something really rotten was
going to happen to this nice family, or else I
was going to be bored to tears.
So, back to the screening, by afternoon the
kids are home watching television. They are
complaining about how they do not have
cable just as the picture goes out. (That was
it, I thought -one of the kids would try to fix
the set and electrocute himself.) I was settling in lor a good hour of mourning when
the TV signal returned.
A local San Francisco newscaster comes
on. He says that the signal from New York
has been lost and that reports indicate that
several nuclear explosions are occurring
along the East Coast. This is interrupted by
a Civil Defense broadcast.
Suddenly, the electricity goes out.
Following that, a blinding flash, accompanied by thunder, rolls through the
house. It becomes obvious just how rotten
these nice people are going to have it.
For the remainder of the film, we see this
northern Californian community being killed
off by radiation sickness from the nuclear
fallout.
This is by no means a "gross out" movie
exploiting human suffering and death with
"state of the art" special effects. Nor is it an
over-dramatized 1950s-type, propaganda
movie showing the last remnants of .
humanity nobly carrying on in its final days.
Nothing sickeningly sweet here-this is stark,
cold, steel-gray realism.
The people of this suburb are seen getting
sick and then getting buried. There is no
mercy. All are the victims of an irreversible
cycle of cellular deterioriation caused by
high toxic levels of radiation. The ones who
survive at the end of the film are hardened
and emotionally spent, killing time as it kills
them.
"Testament" is by far the most eloquent
anti-nuclear statement that I have ever
witnessed. Because the nature of the film is
not an overdone forum of irrational
emotionality, the director, Lynne Litten,
could verv well affect the opinions of a great
many people on nuclear arms in a powerful
and com|ielling way.
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Many Colors to Choose From

3 blocks off University
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We have become direct importers and we can
offer you the Lowest Prices in the Metroplex
on 36" strands of semi-precious stones for
your Twist Necklaces.
921-4891

TCU Sailing Club 5:30 p.m., Student Center Room
202.
Student Conduct 4 p.m.. Student Onter Room 203
Performing Arts 5:30 p.m.. Student Center Hoom
204.
Career Planning 3:30 p.m.. Student Center Room

218.

16 WED
Hunger

Week

Dinner

6

p.m..

Student

Center

Ballroom.
Traffic Appeals Board I p.m.. Student Center Room
203.
POBUMS4 p.m.. Student Center Room 204
UCAM 7 p.m.. Student Center Room 204.
Financial Planning 9 a.m., Student Center Room

205.
Business Planning 8 a.m.. Student Center Hoom 207.
Resume Workshop 3:30 p.m.. Student Center Room

218.

17THU
Marching Band Banquet 7:30 p.m.. Student Center
Ballroom.
Lutheran Ministries 8 p.m.. Student Center Room
203.
Young Democrats 6 p.m.. Student Center Rooom
207.
Interview Tapes 2 p.m.. Student Center Room 218.

I8FRI.
Opera Festival 8 a.m.. Student Center Ballroom.
Film "Night Shift" 5 p.m., 8 p.m., midnight. Student
Center Ballroom.
Ceneral Dosier Luncheon noon. Student Center
R<xim 205.
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Pre-Came Buffet noon. Student Center Hoom 208
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Rent-A-Center
1605 W. Berry

LAYAWAY WELCOME
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ICTHUS Prayer 7 a.m., Student Center Room 202.
Campus Crusade 8 a.m.. Student Center Koom 203.
Tri Deh 5 pjn., Student (inter Koom 207
Hall Directors' I-uncheon 11:30 a.m.. Student Center
Room 209.
IFC ljincheon noon. Student Onter Koom 211.
Hunger Week Film I I a.m., Student Center lounge

Our stereos start as little as *9 95
a week We carry a full line of
name brand televisions, video
recorders, stereos, furniture and
appliances
No security deposit
No long-term obligation
Option to own
Full 100% warranty
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Excellent Quality Semi-Precious Stones
LAPIS-»28
MALACHITE—»24
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Qgl&fl 'Book gives clues to survival
• *S

handed out to freshmen at the beginning of
the year. These handbooks typically include

BuSurl
By
SueLlm Wolf

For .ill students who arc still confused
about why they ore attending college .mcl
choosing the "right" major, help has arrived
in (".. Brown's first book, "How to Survive
Your College Daze."
Brown's book could very well l>e the best
investment a college freshman can make.
Forget .ill those guides on how to study, or
how to get involved or how to pick a college
and all the other "how to" Ixxiks. For $5.95,
this b<x>k is even a worthwhile investment
lor those "old hands"-those with more than
a year or two experience in school
Brown graduated from the University ol
Color.ido in 1979, is a lull-time writer for
the Denver Post and is the star ol the syndicated radio show, "Dr. G.'s Vinyl Exams."
He says, "I ehose to write the book from the
pers|x*ctive of a wizened 'Big Brother.' Mv
attitude was: 'You shouldn't do this, but
sinee you probably will anyway, here's how
to do it right."'
Brown combines humor and common
sense in his college handbook, both of which
are missing from those sillv little pamphlets

information concerning visitation hours.
quiet hours ,im\ lees lor damages, but
mention nothing useful about lood, roommates, drugs, parents, professors, tests and
red tape, in the way Brown's book does.
Freshmen usually know enough to dread
the food —and lor good reason. "Dorm
food," writes Brown, "carries a noble
tradition ol Ix'ing consistently sh-—."
Most freshmen will be leaving behind all
the comforts of home, such as a private
bathroom and bedroom, a television and a
live-in laundry service. These comforts will
be replaced with a community bathroom
down the hall; a dorm room that must be
used as a kitchen, study, living room and
bedroom; tiled floors (and sometimes walls);
and a box of laundry detergent.
Students living away from home have a
big adjustment to make when living with a
virtual stranger. Brown says that this experience allows one to learn about some new
cultures, but says, "the objective is not to get
someone compatible, but to get someone you
can ignore."

CWIEGE

4$
Possibly the most beneficial part ol the
hook deals with pop quizzes, term paper!
and final exams. Brown savs students need to
at least make an effort to keep up with
assignments. He oilers some important hints
about term papers, and suggests students try
to l<x)k at the situation from the professor's
side. The professor has 100 papers to read,
and his time is important to him too, so
students should hit the major points and
move on.
Brown's advice on final exams is a little
vague. "There are no real secrets here.
Everyone studies around the clock and
worries incessantly and goes through his own
private hell," he says. "The best thing about
finals is that cierybt>dy is freaking out."

pr<xfuced him; the war made him.
What an influence movies had then and
continue to have hxlay. And while World War
II is over and only a vague memory, the
bomber jackets have survived.
New heroes have joined the fashion
regiments, such as Calvin Klein and Giorgio
Armani. They have hel|X'd to make the
bomber jackets more fashionable than ever by
By Benee Cea
producing them in an abundant array of
It's World War II-bullets are flying, bombs colors, fabrics and styles.
are bursting in midair, but the flying tigers
Bomber jackets are the anytime, "anywear"
keep Hying.
jackets and are this year's most versatile
Henx-s such as John Wayne, Errol Flvnn jacket.
and William Holden were rough-and-ready
And they still have some of the same
stars of the '40s, prepared to defend their
characteristics
as the jackets Wayne wore:
country via the silver screen.
fitted waists and cuffs, broad zippers, snaps,
The American female swooned over the
pockets in many sha|x?s and sizes, plus high
rugged herws. He wasn't the Marlboro man,
collars.
riding a horse or wearing a fleece-lined coat.
Bomber jackets may ap|x-ar bulky, but don't
Bather, he was wearing a bomber jacket with
a Lucky Strike dangling from the corner of his let appearances tool you. They can be worn all
mouth. Fearless and courageous, he flew over year long, depending on the material. They
the enemy, defending his country and can be dressy or casual-style and individual
representing the total male. Hollywood tastes are the determining factors.

Jackets wont bomb

"SINGXOPATED BALLOON DELIVERIES

Tuesday - Sunday
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Beautiful Balloon Bouquets
for Every Occasion
Delivered by Sint>inn Costumed
Characters

V

M&im
HAPPY HOUR
7-9
Tues. - Sun.

mm
m*

ifeyz

r'

i

'^^ssssssssl

-

*

V

Imagine Wayne wearing Calvin Klein jeans,
short black suede boots, a bulky, pink-stri|x?d
sweater and a turquoise leather bomber
jacket. Times have certainly changed.
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THE RED PARROT Presents

Photo by M. Bikki Connelly
Comfort: Senior Tim Hush relaxes
functional bomber jacket.
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THE RED PARROT
1812 No. Forest Park Blvd.
Phone 333-5268
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TCU FROC BALLOONS
Mon-Sal 9-b
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