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TCU Jazz Ensemble releases latest album on CD
By LESLIE MAHAN
Staff Writer

The TCU Jazz Ensemble has become
one of the first college bands in the
country to record a compact disc, said
Curtis Wilson, associate professor of
music and director of jazz studies.
"The fact that we're doing a CD puts
us on the cutting edge. I have not seen
another CD by a college band," Wilson
said.
Cowtown Jazz: Where the West Begins and the Swing Ain't in No Hurry,
the music department's sixth recording

in 12 years, will be released by Sept. 29
for Parents' Weekend, Wilson said.
The CD will be available for $10 from
members of the ensemble, the TCU
band office and Record Town, 3025 S.
University Drive.
Students who had done album recordings previously found some differences in digital recording, said senior
John Morgan, who played trumpet on
the CD and the ensemble's fifth album
Zanzibar.
"The recording process was a little
more in-depth. We had to be more careful in the studio because the equipment

used was more sensitive," Morgan said.
This release also differs in its variety
of music, as compared to the prior releases which were collections of one
type of music, said senior Alan Burton,
lead alto saxophone.
"This album is different; it includes
big band to funk and fusion," Burton
said.
The CD features a big band arrangement of'Zip-a-dee-doo-dah," the ballad "My Romance," and a rock number, "Latintensity."
Students and faculty involved in the
project had the chance to work with

graduate assistant Cal Lewiston, a professional trumpeter currently pursuing
a master's degree in composition who
has backed such artists as Tony Bennett, Ella Fitzgerald and Tom Jones.
"It was interesting for me because
Lewiston went to school with my dad
and played with my dad," said sophomore trombone player Chuck Compiler.
"I learned a lot from him. People
know about his playing," Compner
said.
"(Lewiston) doesn't have a betterthan-thou attitude. He's older than us,

"It's a million bucks worth
of advertising for the
school,"
CURTIS WILSON,
associate professor of music

but he fits in," said Lauri Spradley,
senior alto saxophone player.
Although the main purpose of the
recording is professional experience for
the students, the project is also good
publicity for the music department and
the whole school, Wilson said

Parody
opener
delayed

Dates set
as Stones
plan tour

Show is under
NBC scrutiny

By ROB ELSTON
Staff Writer

The Rolling Stones are out to
prove that time really is on their side
once and for all, as the Metroplex
awaits the band's first tour since
1981.
Following much bickering and
lyrical feuding between the band's
leaders Keith Richards and Mick
Jagger, the "greatest rock and roll
band in the world" is on a 28-city
tour to promote the band's new
album Steel Wheels. The tour will
include at least one date at the Cotton Bowl in Dallas November 10.
Tickets go on sale at 8 a.m. Saturday at all major Sears stores, Rainbow Main Ticket Center and
selected 7-Eleven stores. To phone
ticket orders call 787-2000, 3738000 or Metro 787-1500
Line number wristbands for tickets are available at all the ticket outlets through 6 a.m. Saturday. Buyers
must return Saturday fo the same
store between 6:30 and 7 am
At 7 a.m., a randomly chosen
starting number will be announced.
Security will line up customers in
sequence determined by that
number.
Ticket prices will be $32 in person
plus a $1.50 fee per transaction.

"The previous albums have been
played in England, West Germany and
from Boston to California on jazz stations and on all American Airlines
flights. It's a million bucks' worth of
advertising for the school," Wilson
said.
Funding for the $5,000 project included grants from the House of Student Representatives and the Arts
Council of Fort Worth and Tarrant
County, money from paid ensemble
performances and contributions from
various divisions and offices on campus, Wilson said

By MONICA LANDERS
Staff Writer

TCU Dally Skiff/Julie Bamhouse

"TCU Late Night," the studentproduced TV talk show that was scheduled to appear Sunday night on
national TV, was pulled from its time
slot to avoid problems with NBC.
"We made the choice not to run it,"
said sophomore radio/TV/film major
Kent Chapline, producer of the show.
"We decided that we were going to pull
the show to avoid any possible problems."
The show, hosted by Mike Austin, is
produced, financed and directed by
TCU students. TCU's takeoff of NBC's
"Late Night with David Letterman"
had the 11:30 p.m. time slot on certain
Sundays on KTVT, Channel 11.
"Second City Television" was shown in
its place, said Ann Crowe of KTVT.
Possible problems came to light Friday afternoon before the scheduled
taping of the show when the group's
lawyer called and advised them to
change the format before running it.
"We went to NBC in good will to see
if they had a problem," said Jeff Storie,

7-Eleven employees attach wristbands to customers to fight long ticket lines for the Stones' Nov. 10 concert.
See TV, Page 2

Black groups hold
program to inform
By BRAD VANDERBILT
Staff Writer

Black Student Caucus and approximately eight other predominately
black organizations will welcome new
and returning students with a "Welcome Back" entertainment program
tonight at 7:30 p.m. in the Student Center Ballroom, said Derrick Rodgers,
president of Alpha Phi Alpha.
"Basically the organizations are
going to give a brief history of their
organization - things they do on campus," Rodgers said.
The talent show-like program will include the Word of Truth gospel choir,
poetry readings, dancers and other acts,
he said.

Mayor talks
about goals
at breakfast
By MELISSA WHITAKER
Staff Writer

Fort Worth Mayor Bob Bolen joined
the TCU business faculty for breakfast
this morning.
Bolen spoke at the executive breakfast which began at 7:30 a.m. in the
Student Center Ballroom.
The breakfast was the first in a series
of executive breakfasts which are sponsored by the Tandy American Enterprise Center and underwritten by
AT&T, said Bill Campbell, director of
Tandy American Enterprise Center.

See Bolen, Pane 2

"We are doing a skit that promotes
the positive image of my sorority, Alpha
Kappa Alpha," said Felicia Nelson,
senior elementary education major.
Nelson said this will be the first time
that most of the black organizations
have all gotten together to present
themselves to the TCU campus.
The program should be very entertaining because of all the talent in the
organizations, she said.
The purpose of the event is to bring
black students and predominantly
black organizations together, and also
just to have a good time, said Angie
Mathews, president of Black Student
Caucus.
See Caucus, Page 2

Inside
Nolan Ryan: athlete - and politician?
Ryan considers running for state
agriculture commissioner.
Page 4

Outside

Comedy clubs still prospering
Owners hope for last laugh
in area comedy businesses
By NICOLE FOY
Staff Writer

The club is packed.
On stage stands a single figure,
drenched in sweat, twitching nervously in an effort make others laugh.
Many weekend warriors are flocking to this atmosphere of comedy
clubs instead of movies, dance clubs
and other types of entertainment But
will the laughs last?
Arlington Funny Bone manager
Drew Weeks believes comedy clubs
are here to stay.
"You saw a boom, which you do in
a lot of businesses, but the comedy
business has pretty much peaked,"
Weeks said.
"I believe you're going to see the
stronger comedy clubs survive and
some of the weaker clubs go by the
wayside."
Greg Bailey manager of the Dallas

By THAAI WALKER
Staff Writer

Pioneer show hosts Johnny Carson
and David Letterman weren't faced
with this dilemma. But they didn't
have comedy clubs to boost their
careers either.
"Everyone gets their start somewhere," said comedian and former
comedy club manager Matt Woods
Carson and Letterman got their
start telling jokes in front of television
audiences before live shows in order

Why do we laugh?"
That's the main focus of a new
class called Funny Stuff, (an analysis
of humor), that is being offered this
fall by the community service program, a part of the office of extended
education.
The non-credit course is being
taught by Fort Worth Star-Telegram
columnist Mike Nichols.
The class was put together because community residents expressed a desire for a short course on
humor, said Derek Skaggs. director
of Extended Education.
"Most everyone here reads his
column and, since Mike Nichols is

See Clubs, Page 4

See Funny, Page 4

Students will pay for policy confusion
By KATHLEEN TALBOTT
Staff Writer

Today's weather will be sunny
and warm with high temperatures
in the upper 80s Tonight will be
partly cloudy with low temperatures in the low 60s.
Friday will be partly cloudy with
high temperatures in the upper
80s

Improv, is less confident.
"There was such an upswing there
at first, and it was really scary. I predict that it (the comedy industry) will
stay strong for three to five years, then
we will have to see what will happen," Bailey said.
Some describe the comedy boom as
die 'disco of the eighties', but comedian Mike Veneman doubts this
trend is just a fleeting fad.
"People love to laugh. They've
loved to laugh all their lives. It's not
like dressing up in polyester and
wearing gold chains.
"What worries me, as a comedian,
is not the clubs, but the amount of
comedy that is on TV nowadays," he
said.
Veneman said that out of the top 20
shows on television, 18 are comedies
This could lead to public burnout on
comedy, and the competition for the
prime time will be stiff, he said.

Non-credit
class getting
the last laugh

TCU students who do not want to be
covered by health insurance through
the university may have to pay for it
anyway.
Since last year, a policy was enacted
requiring all undergraduate students
carrying nine or more semester hours to
have health insurance either through
the university plan or through an individual or family plan.

Students already covered either by
an individual or family plan have the
option of waiving the TCU insurance
plan, but they must meet a deadline this year it was Sept. 5 - or else they will
be enrolled and billed for the insurance
the waiver lorms and brochures
were sent in July to students who preregistered last spring or who preregistered at the June and July orientation
sessions. For students who registered in
August, including August orientation
students, a table was set up with

brochures and waiver forms.
However, some students say they
were billed without knowing about the
policy. Kelley Thomas, junior psychology major, said she did not receive information nor a waiver form in the mail
She said the Health Center waived it for
her. but they gave hei a hard time about
it.
"They were nice to me until they
found out what 1 wanted." she said. "1
told her (a Health Center employee) I
did not get it in the mail, and she said

she could not believe that I didn't get it
in the mail She said people throw it
away."
Thomas said her complaint was the
process of enrolling students in the insurance program
"It seems like if you don't want it. you
shouldn't have to tell them you don't
want it It seems like you should have to
send it back in if you do want it. she
said
See Waive, Page 4
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HELPlines

GAMPUSlines
The AIDS Awareness, Information and Discussion Society
meets at 3:30 p.m. today in Student Center Room 118 There
will be a speaker For more information call Jim Werth at 3467904.
PC Forums Committee meets at
5 p.m. today in Student Center
Room 204.
Psi Chi is accepting applications
for membership through Friday.
Forms are available in WintonScott Hall. For more information, call 923-1514.

Homecoming - Queen and
Escort candidate filing is this
week. Turn in applications to the
Activities Office by Friday. If you
have any questions call Stacy
Barham at 921-7926
High Adventure Club is going

sailing and wave running Sunday. If you are interested or want
to learn more about the club,
meetings are every Tuesday at
7:30 p.m. in the Student Center
For more information, call Vicki
Dow at 924-7454.
Tom Brown Condom Committee is celebrating its fifth semester
of campus service. For more information stop by Tom Brown
Room 217 or call Brett Ballantini
at 924-9083.
Order of Omega, the national
Greek honor society, is accepting
applications for membership.
Applications are now available in
the Student Activities Office and
are due by October 2. Minimum
GPA requirements are 2.7 for
men and 2.9 for women.

The Volunteer Center, a
service of The United Way,
is in need of volunteers.
Call 860-1613 to ask about
the following or Other I

opportunities:
Air show needs volunteers to
answer phones, provide informa
tion and mail out flyers.
Translator is needed to translate
educational materials from English into Spanish. The work may
be done at home.
Children whose mothers attend
evening support group meetings
for battered women need volunteers to help provide activities
Tuesday through Thursday.
Classroom activities are needed
for school-aged children whose
mothers are in a shelter for battered women. Help is needed
Monday through Friday throughout the school year.
Present information about drug
and alcohol abuse to elementary
school students. This would require two hours a week, training
provided.
Gift shop volunteers are needed
at a Fort Worth hospital to help
ring up sales and restock merchandise on weekends.
Fort Worth library volunteers
are needed to provide activities
for children, such as reading
aloud, puzzles, crafts, movies and
puppets.
Area Health Fair volunteers are
needed to help screen people for
glaucoma. Training provided.

TV/

DOG DAYS
from Page 1

by M. Guest and a. Lynch
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Numberman lawyer. "And they said
4
yeah,' they did because of stepped-up
efforts to protect the trademarks."
Stone volunteered his time to the students and suggested the easiest and
least expensive route of making sure
the TCU show didn't break any copyright or trademark rules.
"I suggested they call NBC and see
what their position is/' he said
There's no hard and fast, black and
white guidelines. If they (NBC) perceive you are competing and can prove
it to a jury, then even if they're wrong, it
would still cost you a couple of
thousand dollars.
"The last thing you want is someone
the size of NBC cross-ways with you."
Chapline said they had been in contact with the production staff of Late
Night with David Letterman" show last
year trying to get Mike Austin, who
hosts the TCU show, on Late Night.
"They were very impressed with our
work,'' Chapline said. They (NBC)
have known about us for over a year
Why, now, all of a sudden, are they
cracking down on us?"
Storie said it is possible that the legal
department was not aware of the students' show.
The administrator of copyrights at
NBC, Lisa Kevis, said, "NBC's policy is
that parodies are acceptable up to a
certain length. If you've noticed, on
'Saturday Night Live,' most of the skits
are less than three minutes. If you do a
parody for an entire show, you're stepping over the bounds."
"To be a parody, it must use the smallest amount of material possible to
evoke a memory," she said. "And a 30minute show is a rather large amount."
"We think this will be better in the
long run," Chapline said. "Instead of
following in Letterman's footsteps, we
will now be able to develop the show in
any direction we would like."
Austin said, "We're just going to try
to be funny."
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Calvin and Hobbes

by Bill Watterson
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Caucus/

from
Page 1

"This is an opportunity for us to be
together - to be as one together,"
Mathews said.
"It's a fun time to get to know each
other, to get to know new students, as
well as welcome back the returning students. It's a time for fellowship more
than anything else," Rodgers said.
Mathews said those who attend will
get a sense of community and will see

what some of the predominantly black
organizations are doing on campus.
'They've seen us shine as individuals, now they can see us shine in
our organizations," she said.
Nelson said that although this is the
first time there has been a program like
this, she hopes it will catch on and become a tradition.
"If you want to have a good time and
to learn about different organizations
then come Thursday night and you
won't be disappointed," she said.

Bolen/

TMTS WW
from Page 1

At the breakfast, Bolen was scheduled to give a brief presentation on
"The Economic Condition of Fort
Worth-Present and Future," said Kirk
Downey, dean of the school of business.
Bolen also was to discuss where Fort
Worth is now, where it will be in the
year 2000 and how to meet the goals for
the next decade.
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Vandals need photocopying course

Freedom's lines obscured by smoke
Although it is politically and socially unpopular to favor the right to burn a U.S.
flag, the right is philisophically valid and important to protect. Eliminating a raw
form of expression such as flag burning would be the first step in limiting this
country's cherished freedom of expression.
Last week the House of Representatives voted 380-38 in favor of a flagprotection bill. The majority of those not in favor of the legislation were supporters of a stronger statement - a constitutional amendment to protect the flag.
The approved law states that criminal penalties of up to one year in jail and a
$1,000 fine will be levied against anyone who "knowingly mutilates, defaces,
,,
burns or tramples upon any flag.
Many Americans feel that flag burning is wrong because they view the flag as a
sacred symbol of the country. They cite those people who died protecting the flag
while fighting wars in the name of the United States.
Some find the idea of burning the American flag repulsive, but every repulsive
thing in our society cannot and should not be banned.
The United States was not founded on the principles of a flag; it was founded
on principles relating to the will of the people.
The crux of the issue lies in the fact that some people confuse the colored cloth
with the people it represents. While the American flag is a symbol of the United
States of America, the flag is not the people or the country. The flag stands as a
symbol for freedom, but, ironically, those wanting to protect it with legislation are
trying to restrict the very freedom the flag stands for.
Another question that stems from the flag-burning debate is exactly how far
protection of symbols should reach.
Is a flag-sized Polaroid of a flag a flag? Is a plastic parade flag a flag? Is a pair of
stars-and-stripes boxers a flag? Is a Kentucky Fried Chicken Fourth of July
nugget promotion a flag?
Any definition of what is protectable will inevitably lead to test cases on the
margin of the definition. As more special cases are included as sacred symbols,
the First Amendment's promises will wither.
The U.S. flag represents diversity of opinion, the right to dissent and the
freedom of individuals to determine what is sacred. The freedoms the flag represents are inherently legitimate enough to incorporate dissent, even dissent that
involves burning the flag.
The destruction of the symbol only strengthens what it symbolizes.
Lawmakers in favor of enacting legislation to protect the American flag are
displaying a severe lack of constitutional understanding and a blatant disregard
for the rights granted Americans in the Constitution.

By STEVE RUBICK
Columnist

Folks, we've got
ourselves a little problem
Seems as though the
transient members of this
quaint little university
community of ours have in
their number some uncultured ragamuffins who
simply bear no respect for
things that are not theirs
These scurrilous rapscalions have apparently
laid claim to the library - selected it as their turf,
if you will. These knaves have apparently decided that the library is no longer part of the
public domain and will rule the library with
impunity.
Once considered university property, the library has fallen to the hands of a vicious horde.
The heart of the sacred ivory tower, the repository of knowledge on this fine campus of ours, is
no longer a safe place for the common man; the
casual, curious library-user no longer has a
friendly home.
Once upon a time, my friends, the casual user
and the library devotee alike could reasonably
expect to enter the friendly confines of that gentle storehouse and find before them an almost

unlimited supply of knowledge, a veritable cornucopia of information waiting to be used.
A quick jaunt through the database or a
casual stroll through the card catalog was all it
took for library patrons wishing to avail themselves of what the library had to offer Books
magazines, journals, newspapers - all there for
the pleasure and convenience of the library
public.
But no more, my friends. Those carefree days
are gone, swept aside by the brutal realities of
the modern world.
Perhaps you've noticed the library no longer
has its nigh infinite amount of information rare books and copies of obscure articles and
reports are missing from all areas
This is vandalism, folks, plain and simple.
This is vandalism far worse than the petty stuff
we encountered as children, when we selected
books from the children's section (after minutes
of careful consideration) only to find upon returning home that some waterhead had chosen
THAT book as a testing ground for his new box
of Crayolas.
This is vandalism worse than the innocent
scribblings left on high-school desktops or
carved into trees in the deepest part of the
summer.
No, friends, this is far worse than that. This is
destruction on a much higher level. Many of the

articles that are stolen from the library are materials that cannot be replaced; materials that are
needed on a routine basis but are missing,
thanks to the selfish actions of some rude, immature visitors lacking either the financial or intellectual wherewithal to use a photocopying
machine.
The library is a place for all students the
materials stored there are not just for the use of
some students. They are there for all the students present and future who may have need of
them. It sounds trite, but it's true.
The powers-that-be in our fine little library
recognize this, that is the reason for their
"Please be kind..." notices found about the
building; apparently, the powers-that-be have
greater faith in the students and do not wish to
acknowledge the presense of uncultured ragamuffins in our midst.
Perhaps they are right. Perhaps there are library visitors who simply don't know any better,
who feel the best way to get a copy of an article is
to simply tear it out of the journal in which it
appears.
Perhaps these unfortunate members of our
community have never been introduced to the
high-tech process of photocopying
All it takes is a dime, folks. One shiny, little,
FDR-head dime. Then you've got to find the big
gray box with the coin return on its side. ..

No
Osprey is commercial craft, not military
Like a young bird testing its newly discovered wings, the Bell-Boeing V-22
Osprey took to the skies last week, flying in its airplane mode for the first time
The V-22 is a vertical take-off and land craft (VTOL) designed for the United
States Marine Corps. The craft has the ability to take off and land like a helicopter
combined with the ability to fly like an airplane. The V-22 accomplishes this
through a rotating propeller assembly located on the wings.
Test pilots at Bell Helicopter Textron Inc.'s Flight Research Center in Arlington
took the V-22 on a 65-minute flight Sept. 14 by tilting the Osprey's engines fully
forward and operating the aircraft as a conventional airplane.
The flight was without incident, and Bell spokesman Terry Arnold called it "a
major milestone, one of the most important because it really proves the airplane
works." But stormy skies may lie ahead for the innovative and expensive aircraft.
The "milestone" flight came as Congress prepares to decide on the final
defense budget for the 1990 fiscal year, which begins next Oct 1 - a convenient
time for Bell-Boeing officials who have been racing against the Oct. 1 deadline to
complete the first stage of flight tests for the Osprey, which has flown before but
never in its airplane mode.
But while the House has voted to provide $351 million to keep the program
going and the Senate has approved $255 million, the Bush administration wants
high COStS and delays in the development of the program. A conference committee is scheduled to meet next month to work out a compromise.

not essential as a frat rite
answers are hard to find. A couple of recentlyBy ABIGAIL DALBEY
initiated members of the TCU chapter of Phi
Guest Columnist
Delta Theta agreed that "hazing isn't a necesImagine yourself as a new fraternity pledge, sary part of pledgeship as much as it is an
After your weekly pledge meeting, several ac- ongoing tradition."
Why the tradition? Many fraternity actives
tives come into the chapter room and blindfold
each pledge. You are then stuffed into a car and think they must bond their pledges to the
fraternity the same way they were bonded. This
told you are going to a wooded area,
You can smell a fire burning as some of the bonding process often means paddling them or
other actives take you from the car and shove forcing them to get drunk. Tradition can often
you into a line with the rest of your pledge be as intimidating for actives as it is for pledges,
brothers. Once in line you hear shuffling as ac- and alumni are often the cause.
In January 1988, Cadet John Edwards,
tives grab one of your pledge brothers, who 111
call Rob Jackson, from the line. They announce formerly of West Point Military Academy, was
he will be branded with a "B" for the beta in the expelled from the U.S. Military Academy after
fraternity's name. Your fear makes you feel as if refusing to participate in the traditon of hazing
you are the one being branded. Will you be the plebes (new students). Edwards had an outnext? What will you do? As you hear a shriek of standing academic record at the school and had
pain and what you think is sizzling skin, your endured the hazing when he was a freshman, yet
partake
heart sinks. Is this brotherhood? You later find
and

the thought that it could have happened

never leaves you.
ThU IQ mpntal hazine. Th

In the mean time, the Marine Corps plans to buy 552 Ospreys for combat

harmless

assault missions, and the Air Force and Navy each want to buy about 50 V-22s for
special operations and search-and-rescue missions.
Despite this interest in the aircraft by the military, the Bush Administration
should be supported strongly in its efforts to cancel the Osprey program.
Bell-Boeing officials have said that the Osprey program is several months
behind schedule, and the full flight-test program is scheduled to last through
mid-1991. It is ludicrous to expect Congress to make room in the 1990 budget for
an aircraft slated for military use that will not be out of the development stage
until 1991 It is out of the question to expect military pilots to become test pilots in
battle situations in a plane that has not been thoroughly tested
Even if the Osprey were fully-tested today, its benefit to the military over more
conventional aircraft remains a mystery. All branches of the military currently
maintain flights of helicopters capable of doing jobs comparable to those BellBoeing claims the Osprey can perform at a lower cost.
There is little doubt that the V-22 represents the cutting edge of aerospace
technology. The abilities of the craft are impressive. However, the military applications of the aircraft are questionable; its commercial applications are not
Defense Secretary Dick Cheney recognized the commercial nature of the
aircraft when he chose to cut it from the defense budget. It is alive today simply
because it is a pet project of Texas' Congressional contingent.

act, one of many that is complied with so that an

has definite economic benefits for the Fort Worth community. But the Osprey's
best place in in the civilian sector and it is the civilian aerospace industry that
should pick up the cost of the project.
Not the Defense Department.
*

organizational initiation process may be completed. It may, however, be an unfairly torturous
act to endure for the sole purpose of an initiation rite.
Webster's New Collegiate Dictionary defines hazing as "harassing by exacting unnecessary or disagreeable work by banter, ridicule or
criticism as a way of initiation." Fraternities are
defined as 'the quality or state of being
brothers." These two terms, although they
appear to contradict each other, are often used
together. This is the problem.
Last fall, two University of Texas fraternity
pledges were forced to drink an excessive
o.«™.«* ^f ai^nhnl while locked in the trunk of a
car. They were told that they would be "blackballed" (terminated from their pledgeship) if
they did not comply. One died.
The morning after a Lambda Chi Alpha
fraternity party, an 18-year-old Rutgers pledge
was found dead, having choked to death on his
own vomit because of an initiation drinking
stunt.
In the last 10 years, 50 college students have
died from hazing-related incidents, and numerous others have been injured. According to a
recent study done by Washington Monthly,
"They've been beaten, branded, burned, buried,
stabbed, shot, drowned and frozen, usually
while drunk." Is this kind of torture a necessary
9
rt f nledceship
PH
Is this what constitutes brotherhood? Honest

er members fom ending the tradition of hazing
in their fraternity.
Hazing, of course, does not always involve
danger and death. Many tasks are simply unpleasant labor the pledges are asked to do
"Grovel at the wheels of my car'* and 'clean my
apartment" are common. Harmless as these
small requests may seem, they are still directed
at making the pledges feel subordinate.
Peggy Barr, vice chancellor of Student Affairs,
said in a 1985 issue of the Skiff, "Hazing has
become a rite of passage for students. Some
people feel it is a part of college life."
Members of Sigma Alpha Epsilon agreed that
once pledgeship (and hazing) is over, the new
initiates feel a bigger part of the brotherhood
and more valuable. Phi Delta Theta President
Miles Dierks said, "It would be virtually im
possible to abolish hazing. It is a tradition of
fraternity life people won't let go. There are peopie that just can't realize that enough is
enough
People such as Eileen Stevens, who started
the organization Committee to Halt Useless
College Killings, has hope for a decline in hazing in the future. Stevens has traveled to 500
campuses in the last 10 years and sees the largest
problem within the alumni groups.
Once again, tradition seems to creep back in.
Alumni feel that since they were hazed, the new
pledges should also be hazed. This is why activities like "paddling the pledge" have become
almost universal rites.
Many campuses, including TCU, require that
anti-hazing statements be signed. However,
suc 1
' documents do not seem to inhibit hazing.
On the TCU campus three national fraternities,

Phi Delta Theta, Phi Gamma Delta and Phi Kappa Sigma, and one national sorority, Kappa
Kappa Gamma, have been found in violation of
the Texas law and the university anti-hazing
regulations since they went into effect in 1987
That is an appalling record for a school of only
7,000 students
According to a 1986 issue of Newsweek,
44
fraternity members believe hazing brings
pledge classes together and humbles the arrogant and conceited pledges." Yet this closeness
can be reached from what I call "constructive
hazing," as opposed to 'destructive hazing."
By constructive hazing, I mean basic fraternity pledgeship policies like "no smoking" and
"keep your shirt tucked in The term also applies to bonding activites like working on community service projects, pledge walks and basic
involvement in campus activities to support the
fraternity. Ned Boehm, associate vice chancellor for Academic Affairs and dean of admissions, once said that constructive hazing can be
as basic as teaching a pledge that a firm handshake can be of remarkable importance in his
future.
Destructive hazing, however, refers more to
the mental and physical strain put on pledges
during pledgeship. In a few cases pledges have
committed suicide, and numerous others have
simply de-pledged because they were so scared
from the hazing experience. This is the unnecessary part of pledgeship that needs to be abandoned.
Evidence can be seen that bonding activities
are necessary and useful to an extent. The problem lies, however, in the degree to which the
extent is taken. Bonding activities are designed
to help unite strangers and mix them together so
they can come to love and accept one another as
brothers in a fraternity. Bonding activities
should also show the pledges that being an active is a privilege, not at test of endurance.
Constructive hazing is tolerable. This is comparable to your mother asking you to make your
bed every day. It is something few of us enjoy
doing, yet the discipline creates an impression
and after time becomes a way of doing things.
The parental role the fraternity fulfills appears
to be of help to many members. Few that I have
spoken to have been bothered by the constructive portion of their pledgeship.
A strong line may be drawn to divide hazing
into two categories. After all, the goal of
pledgeship is to succeed in becoming a better
member of the group you have joined and to
have fun in the process.
As Ben Franklin once said, "Success is the
journey not the destination."
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Heisman's hype
hampers trophy
By PAUL MOUNT
Sports Columnist

In college football, there is no higher
individual honor than the Heisman
Trophy. Each December, it is given to
college football's most outstanding performer. But in recent years, it has been
decided more by media attention than
anything else.
Take Tim Brown of Notre Dame for
instance. Don't get me wrong, he's an
outstanding athlete. But Brown won
the award in 1987 largely because of his
performances in past seasons and most
noticably his two punt returns for
touchdowns against Michigan State.
That same season, a then little
known running back named "Ickey"
Woods of Nevada Las Vegas led the
nation in rushing and last year made a
surprising splash in the NFL with the
AFC champion Cincinnati Bengals.
Don McPherson of Syracuse led the
Orangemen to an 11-0-1 record and
was at the top of the passing leaders all
season. Yet Brown, a receiver and kick
returner, was nowhere near the leaders
for receiving in 1987.
Of course UNLV football doesn't get
the attention like its notorious basketball program. The average fan would
probally say they didn't know they had
a football team. Besides Woods, the

Funny/
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so popular, we decided to approach
him," Skaggs said.
Nichols said one of the reasons he
agreed to teach the class was out of a
concern for his future.
"I thought, I can't write forever, so
when I get burned out, which may be
the next paragraph, I may like to
teach," he said.
Nichols, who has worked as a journalist for 20 years, began writing
humorous columns five years ago.
Nichols said he has a few homegrown theories about humor. And he

Running-Rebels football program produced Randall Cunninginhan, of the
Philadelphia Eagles, who is probably
the most exciting quarterback in the
NFL right now.
One may argue that at Notre Dame,
Brown played a stronger caliber of
teams, but in reality Notre Dame is a
media jewel that is on national television practically every week. They have
more TV time than Bill Cosby. A guy
who gets the media attention like
Brown makes it difficult for the Heisman voters to recognize other candidates.
Notre Dame now posseses another
athletic sensation in Rocket Ismail,
who devastated Michigan for two kickoff returns for touchdowns last week.
Although a sophomore has never won
the award, but Ismail could be the first.
If he has the year to back up the hype,
fine, but don't let one game decide it.
Last year's winner, Barry Sanders of
Oklahoma State, deserved the award.
He not only set NCAA record for
rushing and touchdowns, and he did it
against some of the best talent in the
nation like Big Eight powers Nebraska
and Oklahoma.
Sanders was an unknown for most of
the season, as Oklahoma State didn't
exactly lead the nation in TV appearances. I did not get to see him perform
said he hopes to teach his class why we
laugh as well as impart an appreciation
of humor on his students.
"Laughter is a valuable commodity
in society," said Nichols. "It is a human
reaction that makes life bearable.
"It's something that we can give to
another person that they don't have to
exchange, water or get a shot of penicilin for."
Nichols said he is not going to teach a
class on how to be funny, but rather
why things are funny. One of his objectives is to try to determine the formulas
and rules for laughter.
"Humor is so automatic, it's instinctual. We laugh and go on, we don't ask

Rangers Ryan eyes
commissioner post
Hurler torn between baseball, politics
made no decision whether or not to
run.
Ryan has said that he is still in the
process of investigating the position
After five no-hitters and more than and giving it consideration. He has,
5,000 strikeouts, what could possibly however, admitted interest in the office.
be next for Texas Rangers' ace hurler
But Ryan has another decision to
Nolan Ryan?
make besides whether or not to run Most major leaguers in the twilights whether or not he will pitch in 1990 for
of their careers might look to a future in the Rangers who have offered him a
managing, scouting or broadcasting. So $1.4 million contract. Ryan has not
why is Ryan considering challenging ruled out the possibility of pitching and
Jim Hightower as a republican candi- campaigning simultaneously.
date for Texas' agriculture commisRiddlesperger was skeptical about
sioner?
Ryan has said that he was interested the prospect of Ryan doing both. "It
when approached regarding the office wouldn't work with the primary elecbecause he has always had a strong in- tion being in May," he said.
Junior political science major Kelly
terest in agriculture.
Most agree that name recognition Weiss believes that the high price of
would benefit Ryan's chances of win- Ryan's contract, should he decide to
ning an election. Many, however, pitch, should be a determining factor.
"If Nolan signs a contract for $1.4
doubt Ryan's ability to perform as well
in a public office as he has on the pitch- million, he should dedicate his time entirely to baseball," Weiss said. "He
er's mound.
"His running makes as much sense as wouldn't be able to run his own camHightower pitching for the Rangers," paign if he plays."
As far as issues are concerned, Ryan
said Dr. James Riddlesperger, political
science professor at TCU. "In that said that it is too early to discuss differences with Hightower, who has held
sense, it's absolutely ridiculous."
Riddlesperger also said that in time, the office since 1983. Riddlesperger
Ryan may be a legitimate candidate for said that he didn't think Ryan could
handle himself in a head-to-head conthe post.
But amid all the talk, Ryan has still frontation with Hightower.

By ROB ELSTON
Sports Writer

TCU Dally Skiff / Jennifer Romero

Steve Coder practices lacrosse on the TCU intramurals field
Tuesday.
until last year's Holiday Bowl. This
year a similar situation seems to be developing with Texas A&M's Darren
Lewis. He was a pre-season favorite,
but after three not so Heisman like performances Lewis appears to be out of
the race.
Who's left? Does it really matter? It's
September 21. There are two months
left in the season.
Ken Hatfield. head coach of Arkan'Why did I laugh?" he said.
Nichols said that he will bring in
videotapes of segments of movies or
television shows that are considered
funny and then analyze what makes
them funny.
"It'll be a challenge to put the world
on freeze frame after we laugh at something, and then ask why we laughed,"
Nichols said.
Nichols also asked students to bring
in examples of things that made them
laugh each week.
"Hopefully we'll have a lot of fun and
learn something accidentally on the
way," Nichols said.

sas is one that believes that Brown benefirted from early season publicity.
"Brown had the trophy won after the
Michigan State game," he said. "Syracuse's Don McPherson was the Most
Valuable Player not Brown."
The decision should be made in December on who had the best year, not
the most pulicity.
Who will win the Heisman Trophy in
1989? Ask me in November.

increased from approximately 750 in
the 70s to almost 8,000, he said.
Weeks said these staggering statistics
to get the crowd 'warmed up' to laugh, % are proof that comedy will remain a
strong force in the entertainment world
Woods said.
"In my case, I want to move on, and for years to come.
without clubs like this (Fort Worth
As for the other side of the stage,
Funny Bone), my name would never be comedy clubs cater to all ages.
At the Funny Bone in Fort Worth,
known," he added.
Weeks agreed that comedy clubs are ages usually run anywhere between 19,
a must for those hoping to rise to the the age required to enter the clubs, and
45, said manager Gary Johnson.
top.
Freshman Jennifer Cook said that
Ten years ago Tonight Show guesthost Jay Leno was earning a living although comedy clubs are an easy
trying to make it in stand-up comedy, alternative form of entertainment, she
thinks the scene caters to a more sophhe said.
Because of the development of com- isticated crowd.
"Young people have too much eneredy clubs, present comedians have a
better opportunity to further their gy to just sit there and listen for two or
careers much more rapidly than before, three hours," she said.
Weeks said.
"But comedy clubs are a lot less
According to Weeks, there have been stressful than dance clubs. There you
several other 'phenomenal' changes in have to stress over who to dance with.
the comedy industry. The number of At comedy clubs, all you have to do is
professional comedians in the field has sit there and be entertained."

Senior broadcast journalism major
Kathleen McKay agrees.
"There are those who would rather
go dancing because it's 'the thing to do.'
But when you're dead from exhaustion,
it is nice to go sit, laugh and enjoy yourself," she said.
The dating scene is a different story especially first first dates.
"Some, but not all, shows are vulgar.
A first date might be uncomfortable,
but it might turn out to be a great time,"
Johnson said.
McKay said the shows make a unique
date.
"I have gone (to a comedy club) on a
first date and it was great. But if you get
embarrassed real easily, I don't suggest
it.
"One good thing about comedy clubs
is that they break the ice. You don't
have to talk a lot, and you get to know
the person's sense of humor - whether
or not it is sick or if they simply don't
have one."

Waive/

office very confused.
"If there's been an error, the bills are
sorted on an individual basis," she said.
Barr said she is still sorting through
the problems.
She said she feels that the reason students said they didn't get the waiver
form is because they never saw it. She
said this year the brochure and waiver
form were sent in a Health Center envelope instead of with the bill from the
Controller's Office.

Clubs/
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Jana Agee, senior broadcast journalism major, also said she never got the
information in the mail.
"My mother called me last week, and
she said they didn't send one at all. She
called the Health Center, and when I
went to talk to them, it was already
worked out," she said.

Marilyn Forney, administrative assistant for the Health Center, said
brochures and waiver forms were sent
to everyone who preregistered, and
only about 20 of the over 4,500 letters
were returned because they couldn't be
delivered. Also, she said the table set up
during registration handing out the information was placed "where you
couldn't miss it."
Peggy Barr, vice chancellor of student affairs, said students walked in her

CLASSIFIEDS
Employment

Three ways to beat
the high cost of college.

ram
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1. The Montgomery Cl Bill
2. Student loan repayment
3. Part-time income
The Armv Kenn? Alternate Tr.uninj! Program IS.I MTwrt way hi payj for
I
a>llene
First, if vi HI ujunlifv, the Montittimerv Ol Bill can provide you with up to
$5,040 fur current college expensetor approved Vn/Tech Training
Second, If WHI haw urohtam-a qualified jmA m K'-.m n i1" default,
von can eet it paid off .n the raw of H per war or SiOP, whichever is grattr,
up to ;i maximum of SIO.000 Selected military skills can double thai
maximum
Third, WHI can earn part-time monev in college, and here's how it works
One summer, «ni take Bask Training, andthenrai summer, vou receive skill
training at an Arms sclnxil Vwll earn over $1,200 for Basic and even more
hit skill training Then vou'll attend niunthlvnieeiings.it an Army Reserve
l n
' ",""■'" vinlr "'liege, usually one weekend ,i month plus two weeks a vear
HHI II be paid invr $80 a weekend to start It's worth thinking about Cmetis.i
call

SFC CONSUELO RAIMY
at
346-8066 or 8067
BE ALL YOU CAN BE

ARMY RESERVE

Employment

Have lun while making TCU Dining Services
good money Be a party Campus Marketing
photographer No experi Associate We are looking
ence necessary 35mm lor a qualified individual to
camera required. FLASH fill a part-time (20 hours a
PHOTOGRAPHY. 924 week) position. Must be a
2626
student. Apply in person
8:00 to 5:00 Monday thru
Friday at Food Service in
Main Cafeteria Ask for
FULL OR PART
Laura

EVENINGS
TIME

It's almost fall and that
means tootball games
Homecoming, the State
Fair, holidays
Need
some extra spending
money? Don't want to
work until dawn to earn it?
Our shifts start 4-6 p m
and you'll never be there
'til midnight If you're interested, come by today
during the hours of 8-10
a.m. or 3-9 p.m. to apply
at

Need sitter for 3 year old
boy (9—230) Tuesday/
Thursday Pay $3/hr Call
Ellyn 731-7033/294-0411

Employment
ActionFax PUBLIC FACSIMILE SERVICE is currently
recruiting campus representatives to promote the
latest in high resolution
video graphic advertising.
Earn over $5 50 per hour.
Flexible schedule Call 1800-365-2329 Ask for
Steve Gordon.

Crusaders electric kiln
with kiln sitter 2 years old
$500 Jan 927-1975 or
921-7623

Servicet

MATH TUTORING
Graduate student tutoring
in Algebra, Calculus I and
II. Pre-Calculus, Business
■j Calculus and Statistics.
Call 926-3569
j Computer Lessons. 7354631

Typing/Word
ProcoMlni

Btceten

JASON'S DELI

Cart personnel wanted
Place: Lost Creek Golf
Club. Times able lo fit
your schedule, afternoons
mostly Apply in person
Monday through Friday
Apply at Golf Club Great
part-time job for golf enthusiasts

Tutorial

DJ SERVICE
Music and lighting for ail
occasions (817)2610187.
TYPING
WORD PROCESSING
Sewing/Alterations. We guarantee to type your
Hems, rips, buttons, alter paper on time or it's free
FUND RAISER
seams. TCU discount. Rush orders accepted
Call Melanie 551-0767
One block from TCU
A FREE GIF! just tor callAccuracy Plus. 926-4969
ing plus raise up to $1700
TypmgAA/ord Processing
in only 10 days!11 Student
Quick, reasonable,spell
groups, fraternities, sororing checked, grammar
ities needed for marketing
proiect on campus For TCU area female to share corrected 732-8499

Large earning potential
with young residential
building and real estate
company Part-time (20
hours a week) help
wanted Have ample time
to study. Must have dependable transportation
Musi be personable, re- details plus a free gift,
sponsible and have a pro- group officers call 1-800fessional appearance Im- 950-8472, ext 10
6244 Camp Bowie (|usi mediate position availwest of Bryan Irving)
able 346 3449

TEXANS HELPINu
TEXANS
Earn money while helping
others too Guaranteed
Salary plus bonus Very
near campus Call
LaWanna after 5 p m 921 6431

Forfeit

2 bedroom, 2 bath home
Washer, dryer, furnished
or unfurnished, private entrance. $350 all bills paid
926-5236 after 5 p.m

For Eent
LINDA KAY GARDENS
2952A McCart One bedroom, unfurnished, starting at $225 923-2745.

MATH TUTORING Need
help in business calculus.:
pre-calculus, calculus call j
Daniel, 926-4835
|
^^^^^^^^^
i

Word Processing, Typing
day and night 735-4631
Typing day and night
Accuracy guaranteed!
293-3764
TypingAAtoid Processing
Rush orders accepted
Pick-up and delivery 737^998
Manuscripts, theses, dis
sertations One block
north ol TCU Joyce
Valentine 926-9097

