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Chain letters evoke varied responses, psychologist says 
By JOHN MOORE 
TCU Daily Skirt 

Some cringe, while others binge when 
they get them — those little notes in- 
structing the recipient to send in a dol- 
lar. Or five. Or ten. Or maybe just a 
few words of encouragement in a 
war-torn world — anything to keep 
from breaking the chain. 

Chain letters, or pyramid letters as 
those asking for money are often called, 
have been written by individuals and 
groups seeking profits from mailed 
moola. But even college students and 
professors have admitted using them in 
research projects to study the psycho- 

logical and sociological influences guid- 
ing those who create and those who re- 
ceive the letters. 

And the types of people who receive 
chain letters are as diverse as the letters 
themselves, said John Schuster, a psy- 
chologist at the TCU Counseling Center. 

"There are basically four different 
kinds of people that would most likely 
respond — or not respond — to the 
money letters or non-money letters," 
Schuster said. "They arc what I like to 
call 'the gamblers,' 'the guilt-ridden,' 
'the joiners' and 'the non-responders.'" 

The gamblers — the more hard-core 
chain-letter junkies — can be further 
divided into two subgroups, he said. 

Schuster calls these "the gullible gamb- 
lers" and "the deniers." 

"When you take something like a 
pyramid letter telling you to send in a 
dollar or two, and supposedly after it 
goes around a few times you'll get 
back $60,000," he said, "you have to 
ask, 'Who would really do that?' 

"I think the gambling type personality 
would do it. They may not really be- 
lieve the letter, but they're willing to 
take the risk because that's what the 
gambler's life revolves around anyway." 

The gambler's life is spent looking 
for excitement, Schuster said, and chain 
letters can help feed that excitement 

"The gamblers are a whole interesting 

group on their own," he said. "They 
like to live kind of on the edge. 

"Where some people might get a 
charge out of going to a show or 
something, for the gambling personality 
this isn't enough. They have to have an 
extra charge in their life to make them 
feel alive. When they're not taking 
risks, they feel dead or kind of 
anesthetized." 

Unlike other risk-takers, the gullible 
gamblers believe the chain letters they 
receive, Schuster said. 

"These are the people who believe 
the actual writing of the letter," he 
said. "They may feel that if they put in 
their dollar or send the letter on, it ac- 

tually will continue the chain. If they're 
gullible enough to think that if they do 
it the next person is going to put the 
money in, and eventually it will come 
back to them, they're kind of a combi- 
nation of gullible and gambler." 

But Schuster said there are many 
gamblers who deny any belief in chain 
letters — even though they still send in 
their money. 

"The deniers really don't believe it'll 
work," he said. "But they figure, 'Oh 
well, it's only a dollar, so let's slick it 
in there and see what happens.' 

"These are the ones who want some- 

See Chain, page 2 

A hint of spring 
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Jim Schrantz, adjunct professor of English, conducts his freshman composition class in front of Sadler Hall on Monday. 

Iraqi military 
retakes cities, 
witnesses say 
By GREG MYRE 
Associated Press 

House to debate bills funding lights, week 
By JON MARTZ 
TCU Daily Skiff 

One of three bills scheduled for 
debate at tonight's meeting of the 
House of Student Representatives 
would grant $1,402.50 from the per- 
manent improvements fund to purch- 
ase new lights for the Rickcl Build- 
ing sand volleyball courts. 

The House will debate the bill at 
their weekly meeting at 5 p.m. today 
in Student Center Room 222. 

The money for the volleyball 
courts would help fund the purchase 
of two new lights, to be placed at the 
south end of the courts, and the 
movement of the current lights to the 

north end of the courts, said Joey 
Martinez, chairman of the permanent 
improvements committee. 

"The original bill was tabled for 
the past two weeks to give represen- 
tatives time to have any questions 
they may have and to give them time 
to hear from all of their constituents 
on the issue," said Emie Ross, House 
president. 

The new lights will make it easier 
for students to play volleyball at 
night, Martinez said. The lights will 
be at the side of the courts instead of 
being in the line of vision of the play- 
ers, he said. 

The construction of the new lights 
should not take long once the bill is 

approved by the House, said Steve 
Kintigh, director of the recreational 
sports departmant. 

The second bill to be debated at to- 
night's meeting would help fund 
TCU's Greek Week. The bill asks the 
House to spend $400 to be spent on 
publicity for the week. 

Greek Week will run from April 1 
to 7, and will feature many events in- 
cluding a softball tournament, a 
chapel service and an all-campus 
party, with all proceeds to benefit the 
Tarrant County Hospice Society. 

The total projected cost for the en- 
tire week is SI,599, but the organiza- 
tion is asking only for the $400 to 
help publicize the events. 

The final order of new business 
scheduled for debate at the House 
meeting is a bill that would revise the 
campaigning period for student body 
elections. 

The bill would officially limit the 
campaigning period to two weeks, as 
it had been for past elections, said 
David LcBlanc, chairman of the 
elections and regulations committee. 

"In the past candidates could start 
campaigning when they filed for of- 
fice, and some may have inadver- 
tantly broke rules before they knew 
what they were," he said. 

If the bill passes, the new rules 

See House, page 2 

SAFWAN, Iraq — Employing 
brutal tactics, the Iraqi military has 
recaptured every major city in south- 
em Iraq, according to resistance 
fighters and refugees who fled to 
U.S. military outposts Monday seek- 
ing food, shelter and asylum. 

Tired, hungry and dirty, the refu- 
gees said they had escaped from 
Basra, Najaf, Nasiriya and other 
southern cities as Saddam Hu: ;cin's 
troops crushed anti-government ac- 
tivity with tanks, helicopters and 
heavy artillery. 

The official Iraqi news agency, 
monitored in Cyprus, reported Mon- 
day that Vice President Taha Yasin 
Ramadan had visited Karbala and 
met with Hussein Kamal, Saddam's 
son-in-law who is minister of indus- 
try and military industrialization, and 
other high officials. 

Ramadan urged reconstruction ef- 
forts to wipe out traces of the rebel- 
lion, it said. 

The rebels in the south, made up 
mostly of Shiitc Muslims, have lost 
control of all the larger cities and 
towns that they controlled as recently 
as March 15, the refugees said. 

Fighting continued in Northern 
Iraq, where Kurdish rebels reported 
numerous casualties from air assaults 
by forces loyal to Saddam. 

Iran's official Islamic Republic 
News Agency said refugees arriving 
at its border reported clashes conti- 
nuing in some southern cities and 
garrison towns. 

Refugees said Republican Guard 
troops, Saddam's best-trained and 
most loyal soldiers, patrol the streets 
in tanks, giving young men a stark 
choice: join the army or be killed. 

"They keep 7,000 prisoners at a 
university (in Basra), and they shoot 
about 50 to 1 00 every day," said Kha- 
lifa Rchccm, one of 26 Iraqi soldiers 
who surrendered Monday to U.S. 
forces occupying territory just west 
of Safwan, a war-battered town on 
the Iraq-Kuwait border. 

The claims could not be indepen- 

See Iraq, page 2 

Suspect arrested 
in shooting of 
Gulf war veteran 
By DAVID GOODMAN 
Associated Press 

DETROIT — One person 
was arrested Monday in the 
slaying of Persian Gulf war 
veteran Anthony Riggs, whose 
death sparked a nationwide 
outcry for a domestic war 
against street crime, police 
said. 

'There's been an arrest, one 
arrest," police spokesman Of- 
ficer John Leavens said. He de- 
clined to release any other de- 
tails in the arrest in the slaying 
of Army Spc. Anthony Riggs, 
22, stationed at Fort Bliss, 
Texas. 

Toni Riggs, Anthony Riggs' 
widow, was questioned Mon- 
day by police and released, 
said her attorney, Althina 
Siringas. 

"They just wanted to ques- 
tion her," Siringas said. "She 
came in and she answered their 
questions." 

Acting on a motion from 
Siringas, Detroit Recorder's 
Court Judge Dalton A. Rober- 
son ordered police to either 
bring Mrs. Riggs to his cour- 
troom or release her. 

Mrs. Riggs was released ab- 
out 2 p.m., but police said an 
arrest had been made. A person 
who answered the telephone in 
the Wayne County Prosecu- 
tor's office said there was no 
one immediately available to 
comment on who was arrested 
and what any charges were. 

Newsweek magazine reports 
in its April 1 edition that Toni 
Riggs met her husband upon 
his return from the Gulf and 
promptly asked him for a di- 
vorce. The magazine said mar- 

See Arrest, page 2 

Press to relocate 
By LISA YONCO 
TCU Daily Skiff 

The TCU Press will move its of- 
fices from the Bass Building to the 
department of child development 
building on Louden Street this sum- 
mer, said Judy Alter, director of the 
TCU Press. 

The building, which is located be- 
hind Robert Carr Chapel and has not 
been used in about three years, 
housed a laboratory preschool for the 
department of child development, 
Alter said. 

Alter drelined to comment on the 
reason for the move. 

"We've (TCU Press) known that 
we were going to move eventually," 
Alter said. "When they (TCU) tell us 
to move, we move." 

To prepare for the move, TCU 

_   Inside 
Mortality 
Columnist examines how 
sudden death affects the 
lives of others. 

Page 3 
Baseball 
The Horns put the Frogs on 
ice and sweep the three- 
game series. 

Page 4 

Bill of Rights limits public, 
freedom, professor to argue 
By PATRICIA PATTISON 
TCU Daily Skirt 

See Press, page 2 
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Maintenance men work on the 
building where TCU Press is to 
be moved. 

Outside 
Today's weather will be 

mostly cloudy with a high 
temperature of 82 degrees. 

Wednesday's weather 
will be cloudy with a chance 
for thunderstorms and a 
high temperature of 84 
degrees. ■■ 

Despite the tendency to embrace 
the Bill of Rights as a protector of 
American freedoms, a visiting histo- 
rian said he wants TCU students to 
consider the possibility that the Bill 
of Rights actually limits the public 
and gives more power to the U.S. 
government. 

Forrest McDonald, distinguished 
research professor at the University 
of Alabama, will present his paper 
"The Bill of Rights: Was it Neces- 
sary?" at 7:30 p.m. tonight in Reed 
Hall Room 312. McDonald is visit- 
ing TCU as a part of the Green Pro- 
fessorship program. 

McDonald's speech will focus on 

how the framcrs of the Constitution 
were opposed to a bill of rights, he 
said, and then show several instances 
where the Bill of Rights is never 
observed. 

"This was to be a government of 
enumerated powers," McDonald 
said. "By listing out what the govern- 
ment could do and then later listing 
what it could not do, an area was left 
where the government was allowed 
to take over. Ultimately, it can in- 
crease the power of the government." 

Despite modem misconceptions, 
McDonald said, the Bill of Rights 
wasn't added to protect individual 
freedoms as much as it was meant as 
a political gesture on the part of polit- 
ical leaders. 

"We would have been better off 

without it," he said. 

"Now we arc faced with an arbi- 
trary government instead of a gov- 
ernment of law." 

Despite the recent celebrations for 
the 200th anniversary of the Bill of 
Rights, McDonald said most people 
do not get upset with his assertions 
when he explains them. One problem 
that stands in the way of people's 
understanding of his ideas, though, is 
their ignorance of the difference be- 
tween many American documents, 
he said. 

"The only problem I really have is 
that most people think the Bill of 
Rights is the Constitution, and most 
think the First Amendment is the Bill 
of Rights," McDonald said. 
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Iraq/ ECHO    ECHO by Stev KlineToBe 

from page 1 

dently confirmed. Iraq has nol al- 
lowed foreign journalists to visit the 
troubled cities since the uprisings by 
Kurds in the north and Shiites in the 
south began late last month in the af- 
termath of the Persian Gulf War. 

But refugees who arrived Monday 
from several different cities and 
towns told similiar stories of brutal 
military operations crushing 
resistance. 

They also claimed that soliders 
were distributing poisoned oranges 
and bread in Basra, which is suffer- 
ing widespread food shortages. 

Bodies litter the streets of Basra 
and families are afraid to reclaim 
them for fear of being identified as 
rebel supporters, refugees said. 

Basra, Iraq's second-largest city, 
was never completely in rebel hands, 
but the resistance there has been sig- 
nificantly weakened, the refugees 
said. 

Many wore green military uni- 
forms, saying this allowed them to 
travel through Iraqi checkpoints. 
They pleaded for the U.S. military to 
give them arms or to send troops to 
overthrow Saddam's government. 

Dr. Makki Jaffar Taher, a civilian, 
broke into tears as he said: "I lost my 
wife and children when my house 
was bombed. I have nothing left." 

The physician said he treated sev- 
eral young girls he said were victims 
of a napalm attack at Najaf hospital. 

In Safwan, an unruly crowd of sev- 

eral thousand people shoved against 
concertina wire as they tried to enter 
a schoolyard where the U.S. military 
was distributing water, flour and 
food packets. 

In fighting in northern Iraq, the 
The Patriotic Union of Kurdistan 
said many people died in the oil cen- 
ter of Kirkuk in two government air 
raids. 

A telefax sent to The Associated 
Press in Nicosia, Cyprus, did nol spe- 
cify the number of dead or wounded, 
but said "a large number of victims 
fell." 

A morning attack involved four 
helicopters and two airplanes, while 
an afternoon attack was carried out 
by two helicopters, it said. 

Chain/ from page 1 

thing for nothing. Often they don't 
need money, but they still gamble 
like crazy. They have so much mo- 
ney they don't know what to do with 
it, but they gamble just for the fun of 
it." 

Chain letters that don't mention 
money can appeal to groups like the 
guilt-ridden through their wording 
alone, Schuster said. 

"Having read a few of these let- 
ters," he said, "they throw in a real 
healthy dose of guilt to get you to 
send it on: 'If you don't do this, the 
world's going to end, or the poor peo- 
ple in China won't get the $60,000. 
So you've got to send it on. Don't be 
the only person in the world to break 
the link and let the rest of us down.'" 

The fear of being left out is what 
drives the joiners, those who send in 
chain letters for nothing more than 
the chance to be a part of something, 
Schuster said. 

"These arc people who might be 
lonely or like to feel they belong to 
things — some group or organiza- 
tion," he said. "They can't resist the 

urge to be a part of it. So here comes a 
letter that invites them to join this big 
group of people who have already re- 
sponded, and they don't want to be 
the only one left off the party list." 

Being left out of the chain is not a 
big concern for non-responders, 
Schuster said, and neither is the po- 
tential guilt or profit mentioned in 
some letters. 

"The non-responders think it's 
stupid and silly and dumb, and they 
just throw it in the trash," he said. 
"You could say they're the opposite 
of all the other types of people — 
they don't gamble, they don't feel 
guilty, and they don't care about join- 
ing. They just think, "This is a stupid 
waste of time,' and they toss it in the 
garbage." 

Fear of the threats made in some 
chain letters can keep otherwise sec- 
ure people from simply throwing 
them away, Schuster said. 

"There arc a few gullible people 
out there — who aren't gamblers at 
all — who will believe everything 
they read," he said. "They read in a 

Press/ from page I 

maintenance employees are conduct- 
ing preliminary tasks, including 
painting and other cosmetic work, in- 
side the building, said Don Palmer, 
director of facility planning for the 
physical plant. 

A construction company will be 
selected to do the remodeling inside 
the building sometime this week, 
Palmer said. 

"Large rooms inside the building 
need to be partitioned off into smaller 
offices," Palmer said. 

Larry Adams, associate vice 
chancellor for academic affairs, is di- 
recting the project to move the TCU 
Press. Adams will be in Washington 
D.C. until Tuesday and could not be 
reached for comment. 

letter that bad things are going to 
happen to them if they don't follow 
up, and they get scared, and they just 
do it." 

Schuster became interested in 
chain letters when he lived in Cali- 
fornia during the early 1980s, a time 
marked by rampant chain-letter writ- 
ing in the state, he said. 

'They traced one of the pyramid 
letters to one of the big universities, 
and it was a sociology experiment," 
Schuster said. "It was one of the mo- 
ney letters, so it was clearly illegal. 
They finally said it was all in the 
name of research, so the authorities 
weren't loo tough on them." 

Schuster's knowledge of chain let- 
ters comes mostly from letters he or 
his acquaintances receive, and news- 
paper reports, he said, "because very 
little research has been done on 
them." 

As for whether Schuster has ever 
taken part in a chain letter himself, 
"Don't ask," he said, laughing. 
"Let's just say it was research." 

House/r 
would take effect for upcoming elec- 
tions, LeBlanc said. 

The House will begin debate on 
next year's budget at next week's 
meeting, Ross said, and all students 
are encouraged to speak with their 
representatives to ask any questions 
or voice their concerns about the up- 
coming budget. 

Richard 
Emmons 

& 
Kimberly 

Gratland 
You have won 

a free meal at 

Shawn's Subs 

IACK G.DUFFY, JR. 
Attorney at  Law 

(Yaffle lickets Defended 
\ll Tiirrant Count) 

rickets- 

$25 iml 
General Practice 

Free Initial Consultation 

(817) 336-4144 
201 Main St. 

Suite 600 
Fort Worth 76102 

Noc certified by the 
Tmas Board of Legal Specialization 

Fort Worth's Largest Full Service Bicycle Shop 

Now in Westcliff 
Shopping Center! 

4AA/  4\cc» Accessories 
XO /O %JTK with TCU I.D. 

RALEIGH • FUJI • GT 
TOMMASINI • QUATTRO ASSI 

We service all makes & models 

#16 Westcliff Center • Ft. Worth • 377-BIKE 

Maybe we'll 
cure cancer 

without your 
help, 

hut don't bet 
your life on it. 

I he \>.<i\ n stands toda) 
one American oui ol foui 

will iomeda) have cancel 
1 hat means ii u ill strike 

some member in two oui 
i il three Amei ican families 
To change these statistics 

we have to bring the 
promise ol research to 

everyday reaiit) And to 
expand our detection 

program and techniques 
And dial takes inone\ I otl 
ol monej Money we wont 
have   unless you help us. 

American 
Cancer Society i 

TCU STUDENTS AND FACULTY 

$2 OFF     i    $5 OFF   \ 
Any $5.00 Any $10.00 ', 

j Dry Cleaning Order      J   Dry Cleaning Order 4 
WITH THIS COUPON 5 WITH THIS COUPON 
ONE PER VISIT 4 ONE PER VISIT \ 

CIRCLE CLEANERS 
3004 Bluebonnet Circle 

923-4161 
Charge Accounts   One Day Service   Expert Alterations 

In by 9 a.m. Out by 5 p.m. 

Southwestern Paralegal Institute 

Considering law school? 
Would you like . . . 
/ A preparatory course in law? 
/ Training that can give you a job while you attend 

law school? 
/ Training that will give you a career as a legal assistant? 

For more Information and an application call or write: 

Southwestern Paralegal Institute 
4888 West Loop Central Drive, Suite 800, Houston 77081 

1-800-633-8967 
TMBI cJdMt and largtit paralegal training program approvtd by tha Am mean Bar Aiioclation 

Calvin and Hobbes by Bill Watterson 

HEUO, HM I Si 100 i£M, WD 
PR08f«l_"l  DO 
SOCWiHw Wtf&E 
WfH tW 
TOUCW4& W 
BDOKS CMNWt 

WMfc t 
HEMJP THAT 
JOKE A LOT 

&ND If HCA, TUWK 
"(Ok) CAH SO M1 
BOOKS, W »CTNG 
EVEU WEIRDER 
THAN OSVJW-. 
THtl^ NSMN' 

Arrest/ from page 1 

ital problems arose between the cou- 
ple while Anthony Riggs was in the 
Gulf. 

Numerous broadcast outlets re- 
ported police were questioning Mrs. 
Riggs' brother, whose name was not 
given. Siringas said she didn't know 
who was in custody and said the fam- 
ily hired her Monday after being not- 
ified police wanted to talk with Mrs. 
Riggs. 

Riggs was shot five times March 
18 in front of the home of his wife's 
aunt. He had returned the day before 
from Gulf War duty, where he oper- 

ated a Patriot missile battery in Saudi 
Arabia. Riggs' car was stolen, and 
some authorities said a street robbery 
was suspected initially. 

The slaying produced an outcry 
from congressional and other leaders 
for a war against street crime, with 
some saying big-city streets were 
more dangerous than a war zone. The 
Rev. Jesse Jackson eulogized Riggs 
during the weekend at his funeral. 

On Saturday, about 700 family 
and friends gathered at Little Rock 
Baptist Church, where Jackson 
called for an end to the war against 

black males. Aretha Franklin also at- 
tended the service and sang. 

Meanwhile, United American 
Healthcare Foundation, a grant orga- 
nization, announced a college educa- 
tion grant for Riggs' 3-year-old 
daughter, Amber Butler. Riggs fam- 
ily member were to be at a news con- 
ference announcing the trust fund, 
but foundation President and Chair- 
man Francis A. Kornegay said there 
was no one at the home where Toni 

Riggs was staying when he arrived to 
pick them  up. 
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Payback 
War shouldn't break economic ties 

Now that Iraq has been defeated, Washington cleans up loose ends. Actions 
and pronouncements of involved people and countries merit consideration, 
many feel. At home, Democrats on the losing side of Congress' authorization 
of force decision certainly feel the pressure. 

In what may be a major change in our Middle East position, Congress has 
changed its mind about Jordan. Our longtime ally King Hussein remained 
neutral in the war and sounded sympathetic toward Iraq. Last week, Congress 
voted to end economic aid to Jordan. The White House objected, remarking 
that flexibility and maneuvering room is needed. 

Capitol Hill is trying to one-up the White House in terms of patriotism. Po- 
litical capital from the war is being put to use. By opposing those who op- 
posed, Congress feels it is being supportive. 

Congress typically likes foreign aid less than the president — budgetary 
funds are needed for domestic programs and re-election projects. Bush will 
not soon win a renewal of assistance to Jordan. 

In the Jordan example, foreign aid is being manipulated, as it should. The 
whole justification of giving money away, we are often taught, is to assure 
loyalty, protection of our system and the capacity to reward those who behave 
how we like. As others become dependent on us and accustomed to receiving 
help, we should use our aid as a tool. Simply renewing loans or gifts without 
evaluating of the recipient is ridiculous, negligent and wasteful. We should get 
something for our money. 

Perhaps King Hussein will understand. We can gain from a Jordan that 
pursues the same objectives as us. Jordan should be told why aid is denied. 
Upon sowing a return to pro-U.S. policy, assistance could be started again. 
The Middle East is perpetually complex; the current situation is even more so. 
We should maintain the upper hand. Inconsistent policy confuses the region. 
Many think confusing diplomacy encouraged Saddam Hussein to attack Ku- 
wait, making him think we would allow it. 

Continuing this period of welcomed stinginess in Washington, the White 
House says weapons sales and other interactions with coalition countries will 
cease until the proportionate war costs have been paid. This is good. Nations 
who have promised to financially support the war have money we need. It is 
hoped our demands will not become a sticking point. The other countries will 
likely understand. 

The United States should more closely monitor the spread of American 
weapons and military products. Some of Iraq's hardware was produced within 
our borders. The technological superiority of American weapons makes rea- 
sonable selectivity as to who gets it. 

We should walk carefully in this post-war environment. Many nations owe 
us gratitude, political loyalty and war debts. Not capitalizing on opportunities 
is a loss. Others are not as comfortable with what we did. It is these nations we 
should watch, pressure and never offer help without assurance of a deserved 
return. 

A step forward 
Soviet vote a long-awaited reform 

The Soviet Union is moving in the right direction. Last week they held an 
election to decide whether or not the country should remain the one huge na- 
tion as it has been for most of this century, or if they should allow republics to 
break down into smaller groups. 

It is encouraging that the Soviet Union, the great and mighty bastion of 
communism, is leaning more and more towards democracy. During the Gulf 
war, there times when it seemed that Gorbachev was reverting to the standard 
Soviet "dictator" with the repression of the Baltics. 

However, by holding this election, the Soviet Union has shown it is leaving 
the old ways behind to embrace a system reflecting the people's desires. 

As would be expected, Gorbachev was pushing for people to vote to keep 
the Soviet Union together. And as might also be expected, Boris Yeltsin 
wanted the people to vote for the Republics to disband. 

However, the people sided with Gorbachev, and so the Union of Soviet So- 
cialist Republics is preserved. This might not be for the best, as the longer the 
many Republics stay together, the harder it may be for the government to hold 
the nation together. These days the Soviet Union is like a beached whale. 

But as long as the nation is going to continue to move towards democracy, 
then there is hope for that nation's survival in a fast changing world. 

Letter policy 
The TCU Daily Skiff is produced by 

the students of Texas Christian Uni- 
versity, sponsored by the journalism 
department and published Tuesday 
through Friday during the fall and 
spring semesters except during finals 
week and holidays. 

Unsigned editorials represent the 
views of the Skiff editorial board. 
Signed letters and columns represent 
the opinion of the writers. 

The Skiff is a member of the Asso- 
ciated Press. ' 

The Skiff welcomes letters to the 
editor. Letters must be typed, double- 
spaced, signed and limited to 500 
words. Letters should be turned in two 
days before publication. They must 
include the author's classification, 
major and phone number. The Skiff 
reserves the right to edit or reject any 
unacceptable letters. 

University should recognize King 
By PATRICIA PATT1SON 
Columnist 

Today the House of 
Student Representa- 
tives will vote on 
whether or not to sup- 
port a proposal which 
calls for a university- 
wide holiday to recog- 
nize the birth of Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr. 

The vote is an important one because its 
outcome will reflect deeply on Emic Ross' 
administration and its priorities. 

To be honest, Ross' administration and the 
current crop of representatives, like the ma- 
jority of those which prececded them, rarely 
deal with as substantive an issue as this one. 
They decide where our money goes and they 
vote often to support different activities, 
Hunger Week and Safebrcak, just to name a 
couple. The decision to support the King ho- 
liday is different because it is controversial. 

The majority of the Faculty Senate mem- 
bers voted not to support the resolution be- 

cause they felt the day would simply be 
wasted by students and would not be used 
constructively to remember King. They arc 
probably right. 

At least 70 percent of the university popu- 
lation probably would enjoy the holiday, 
with narry a thought to King. The remaining 
30 percent might work in some time to re- 
member King, perhaps in a prayer vigil or a 
parade. 

These numbers are hypothetical, but sup- 
pose they were true, suppose only 2,000 stu- 
dents or less did anything to remember King, 
is that reason enough to excuse classes? 

Yes. Whether or not we all choose to parti- 
cipate in activities for him, TCU must recog- 
nize that he changed our world in enumer- 
able ways. 

King is a symbol, not only for African- 
Americans, but all humans, of what can hap- 
pen when a person stands up to a system that 
might only be opposed by a minority but is 
wrong for the majority. 

The TCU administration has long made 
claims of wanting TCU to be not only a 
person-centered campus, but a place where 
mulliculturalism is a norm. 

TCU is working on thaL A minority affairs 
committee is working diligently to research 
minority issues on campus, and several 
speakers appeared on campus to speak to 
those issues specifically during African- 
American History Month. 

Now it is time for the university to take the 
next step and recognize King's life with a 
university holiday. Yes, we also need activi- 
ties, speakers and programming opportuni- 
ties for all those who are interested, but the 
reality is this university needs to recognize 
King with a holiday, because it helps set 
community standards and is a member of the 
higher education system. 

Today the House has a responsibility to 
support the resolution for a King holiday not 
as rebellious children who want a holiday 
and a chance to disagree with their profes- 
sors, but as adults committed to this univer- 
sity, its students and its reputation as a group 
of people who struggle daily with issues like 
race relations. 

To recognize King with a day of honor and 
silence or the hustle and bustle of university 
activity is the very least we can do as people 
who have all, in one way or another, bene- 
fited from his life, his work and his message. 

The freeway, a cultural meshpot 
By GREG WEED 
Columnist 

I have this love/hate 
relationship with driv- 
ing. There are few 
things 1 enjoy more 
than getting in my car, 
turning on the radio 
and just driving. The 
hate part comes in 
when I happen upon a 

large, irritating obstacle — the other drivers 
on the road. 

Now, there is no greater cultural meshpot 
in America than when you are out on the 
road. It seems that every freak, imbecile and 
utterly stupid moron is driving at the same 
ume I am. They are cither driving too slow or 
too fast; or they are just such idiots that a nor- 
mally sedate human being will seriously 
consider murdering another individual be- 
cause he took an extremely long time at the 
toll booth. 

This cultural meshpot is also where you 
will see most people's prejudice come out. 
When someone has to deal with a stupid 

driver, the offended driver will blame it on 
the type of person that is driving, also usually 
associated with the type of car driven. There- 
fore you get the monikers like "woman 
driver", "dumb redneck in a truck", "old per- 
son who should retire from driving" or "ar- 
rogant rich guy who thinks he owns the 
road." 

There are some things other drivers do that 
seem to merit taking them out with an uzi. 
When someone passes you on the gravel- 
infested shoulder and shares the gravel with 
your car, death should be an option for this 
person. 

Unfortunately, many times you discover 
that the worst drivers arc people you can't 
kill — your friends. The terrible driving 
comes out when you are on the hellish road 
escapade called a caravan. It seems that it is 
here that every driver's elitist feelings come 
out. Everyone has them: "If everyone would 
drive like me, there would be no problems on 
the road." This is where someone who has no 
clue where the group is going decides to take 
the lead. This is usually right before a crucial 
turn or exit. The group will end up in some 

place that has yet to discover indoor plumb- 
ing. 

Then, of course, there are the worst haz- 
zards in driving today: the police. It seems so 
trivial for them to pull you over for just want- 
ing to get out of their state as quickly as pos- 
sible. Aren't there crimes going on in these 
places? 

However, speeding is a crime and many 
people get pulled over for it. The best thing to 
do is to make getting the ticket enjoyable for 
you and the officer. Jump out of the car and 
yell "Draw!" Or ask the cop, since he is a 
public servant and you pay his salary, to pol- 
ish your shoes. I'm sure you'll both have a 
great laugh, and he might even let you off. 

If those efforts don't work in getting you 
off, there are ways of irritating the officer so 
he doesn't want to give you a ticket. Talk in a 
different language, saying only "I know" and 
"English, ya". Or simply say to the officer 
when he approaches the car "Sir, have you 
found Jesus?" Many times they'll leave skid 
marks getting out of there. 

After all this, it seems a wonder hitchhik- 
ing isn't more popular. 

Near death brings you close to life 
By ELIZABETH LUNDAY 
Columnist 

Two innocent I.R.S. 
agents sat quietly in the 
Water Gardens last 
week, minding their 
own business, discuss- 
ing their next audit 
with energy and 
excitement. 

The wind was gusty; 
their subway sandwich wrappers fluttered in 
the wind. 

And then a light pole blew down. Boom. 
They were both dead. 

How do you deal with this sort of thing? 
They were just sitting there, not bothering 
anyone, and all of a sudden — bam. How do 
their families deal with this? And how do the 
other people sitting in the park that lovely, 
windy afternoon deal with it? 

Sudden, irrational death is so strange, so 
hard to accept. When someone dies of illness 
or accident or old age everyone is sad and 
mournful — even people who didn't know 
the deceased. Total strangers when seeing a 
funeral arc slightly saddened, reminded of 
their own mortality and the mortality of 
those they love. 

But sudden, totally unexpected deaths 
leave people blinking, gasping, pushed into a 
sudden realization of the immediacy of their 
own death. 

You start to think, "You know, I was at the 
Water Gardens just a few days ago, OK, a 
few weeks ago, actually. And I was sitting 
right there. If the wind had blown just a little 
harder I could have died — boom—just like 
that." 

You start to remember light poles that had 
swayed ominously in the past. Walking 
across campus, telephone poles and tall trees 
loom and creak. Even tall buildings' sha- 
dows hover, warning of unexpected and cer- 
tain death. 

I drove with my roommate back from a re- 
staurant across town. And all of a sudden a 
rusty Trans-Am came up on the shoulder do- 
ing 80, cut in front of my Toyota, broad- 
sided a Cadillac in the next lane, knocking it 
into the far left lane, and then continued 
down the road, all in the space of two ex- 
tremely heavy heartbeats. 

The experience left me with a strong de- 
sire to call my mother. We talked about it a 
loL told most of the people we knew at the 
parly we went to that night. (Hey, I nearly 
died tonight.) Strangely, most of them had a 

near death story of their own. (Yeah, I know 
what you mean. 1 was on the Central 
Expressway . . . .) 

The Water Gardens accident caused simi- 
lar reactions. Can you believe iL people said, 
killed by a light pole. And so suddenly. You 
know, one time 1 was on a 747 coming out of 
Boston .... 

Sudden death reminds us of the fragility of 
our lives, the fraility of our existence. That's 
why we remember our near misses, our close 
touches with sudden death. 

And at the same time, it reminds us of our 
continued living. It's scary, to almost die, 
scary but life-affirming. 

I was more alive that night after the almost 
car crash than I am 90 percent of the time. 
When I breathed, I was aware of my brea- 
thing, conscious that I still had the ability to 
intake air. 

When we tell each other, "hey, I nearly 
died", we arc reminding each other of what 
we nearly lost. 

For near-miss death makes us reach ouL to 
cling to someone we love — roommate, 
friend, boyfriend, girlfriend, mother, father. 
It makes us reach out and say, "Hey, I'm 
alive." And in response we hear, not "So?" 
but "I know — and I'm so glad." 
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Sports 
Longhorns ice Frogs 
Strong UT pitching cools hot TCU bats for sweep 
By JEFF BLAYLOCK 
TCU Daily Skiff 

Lance Brown knew Ihc Texas 
Longhorns had ihe best pitching staff 
in the SWC, possibly in the nation. 
He knew Texas coach Cliff Gustaf- 
son was whining about how bad his 
staff was a week ago. 

Brown knew the veteran Texas 
coach had nothing to whine about. 
The No. 3 Longhorns swept the 
Frogs ihrce straight to open both 
teams' SWC season this weekend at 
Disch-Falk Field. 

"He's always moaning about the 
problems with his pitching staff," 
Brown said. "He's got the best pitch- 
ers in the nation." 

The Longhorn pitchers breezed 
through the Frogs' balling order, al- 
lowing TCU only 15 hits and five 
runs for the series. 

Slaff ace Scott Harrison (8-0, 1.65 
ERA) held the Frogs punchlcss in a 
9-inning complete game perfor- 
mance Friday. Texas scored three 
runs in the fourth to beat TCU, 5-1. 

Freshman Brooks Kieschnick 
(3-0) pitched 5'/i scoreless innings in 
Saturday's first games, and undera- 
chieving  Rodney  Pcdraza mowed 

down the last five Frogs for a com- 
bined 8-0 shutout. 

Roger Luce's two-out triple drove 
home two in the fourth, and he scored 
on a David Bcntancourt (1-3) wild 
pitch to give the Horns a 4-0 lead. 
Texas scored four more in the sixth. 

TCU slugger and SWC home run 
leader Chris Thomscn provided most 
of the TCU punch in Saturday's 
nightcap with a three-run homer off 
Brad Portcrficld in die fourth. Porter- 
field hit Kemp Laidley and gave up a 
single to Scott Malone before Thom- 
scn crushed his last pitch over the 
right-center field wall for his SWC- 
Icading 16th home run. 

Struggling former starter Chris 
Gaskill retired the next three in the 
fourth, but Brad Firestone led off the 
fifth with a double and scored on Rob 
Johnson's sacrifice fly. TCU led, 
4-0. 

Kieschnick, who played all three 
games as the designated hitter, 
homered off Jared Shope in the sixth, 
and a lcadoff double by Shane Halter 
began a two-run seventh to lie the 
game, 4-4. 

Travis Barr (5-3) made easy work 
of the Homs in the seventh and 
eighth, but loaded the bases in the 

SWC Baseball 
Conf. All 

Texas 3- 0 27- 9 
Texas Tech 4- 2 28-  7 
Houston 2-  1 23- 8 
Texas A&M 2-  1 25-10 
Rice 4- 5 12-22 
Baylor 1- 2 23-  7 
Arkansas 2- 4 22-11 
TCU 0- 3 20-12 

ninth before retiring Dean Haskins, 
who popped a weak flair to Thomscn 
at first base. 

Tim Bclk bunted for a single lo 
lead off the 10th and Luce walked. 
No. 9 hitter Kyle Moody scooted a 
baschit to left where Scolt Chalk 
bobblcd it, allowing Moody to score 
the winning run in a 54 Texas win. 

Texas relievers Chris Cox and 
Pcdraza allowed only one hit in 4'A 
innings of work in the scries finale. 

"We couldn't seem to get anything 
going," Thomscn said. "Pcdraza 
came in and threw hard and shut us 
down in the end." 

Brown said the hard-throwing 
Pcdraza forced the Frogs to swing 
faster than against Texas' starters. 

"It's much harder to speed the bat 

Rodney Pedraza 

up than to slow it down," he said. 
Thomscn said Harrison and Pcd- 

raza were the best pitchers he's faced 
this season. But he added that the 
pitching he saw in Austin and also at 
No. 16 Long Beach State a week ago 
were comparable. Long Beach State 
also swept TCU three straight, 12-0, 
17-8, 12-0. 

TCU (20-12, 0-3 SWC) will host 
No. 11 Oklahoma at 2 p.m. Wednes- 
day before opening a three-game 
home scries with Rice Friday. 

Short-handed golf team 
still able to place 6th 

By JEFF SWAIN 
Special to the Skiff 

The Lady Frogs overcame 
playing one golfer short last Sun- 
day to place sixth out of 17 teams 
in the University of Texas-Betsy 
Rawls Longhorn Classic tourna- 
ment in Austin. 

Arizona, SMU, Lamar, Tulsa 
and Georgia finished ahead of the 
TCU women. But the Lady Frogs 
beat higher ranked Kentucky, 
Furman, Miami and Texas, who 
was playing on its home course. 

With junior Annette Kcaloha 
out because of illness, TCU 
played only four golfers available 
instead of the usual five. Team 
scores are figured by adding the 
best four of the five rounds for 
each team every day. 

"It makes a difference not to 
have that cushion there to drop a 
score," said coach Kristi Arney. 
"It's easy to get out there and 
panic if you're not playing well 
because you know it's going to 
count, but Ihc girls held them- 
selves together really well." 

Junior Tricia Allen was the top 
TCU finisher in the rain- 
shortened tournament with a 
third-place 77-73—150. Her 73 

was the best score on Sunday. 
"Everybody came out on Sun- 

day and was kind of flat," Allen 
said. "Nobody had any momen- 
tum since the second day was 
rained ouL I just wish we had that 
extra round because we had some 
bad scores the third day." 

Sophomore Barbara Plant's 
74-82—-156 was Ihe next best 
TCU score. Senior Kelly Paul, 
who was playing on her home 
course, turned in a consistent 
80-80—160. 

A disastrous third day left so- 
phomore Jane Kragh with a 
79-90—169. 

"It's a fluke," Arney said. "I've 
never seen her shoot like that and 
I'll probably never see her do it 
again. She kept trying and kept 
playing, but that was just the best 
she could do that day." 

If the Lady Frogs had their fifth 
player, diey would certainly have 
dropped Kragh's second round, 
Arney said. That would probably 
have dropped Ihe team's score 
low enough to move it into third or 
fourth place, she said. 

The Lady Frogs return to the 
links April 5 in Dallas at the SMU 
Earl Stewart-Lady Mustang 
Tournament. 

THUNDERBIRD 
UII.IIK UvGR/UH WE SCHOOL 

ill l\ll HWIUIWI \l \\\(,l AII.YI 
Glendale, Arizona S530B USA 

A representative will bo on campus 
WEDNESDAY,   MARCH   27,   1991 

to discuss 
GRADUATE STUDY 

Interviews mav be scheduled at 
CAREER   PLANNING  AND  PLACEMENT   CENTER 

STUDENT  CENTER  BUILDING   ROOM   220 

f>irifiGHi, 

GET A JOB 
at the SKIFF 

or IMAGE magazine! 

Applications are being accepted 
for Editors and Ad managers at both 

publications. 

BUT TIME'S 

A % RUNNING OUT! 

\g 
*. sr.^-TPLid-j. 

. 

RUN, 
DON'T WALK 

to Moudy 293S to pick up 
an application. 

For more information 
call 921-7426. 

Traffic 
Tickets 

$ 4 0 
294-0909 

Jim   L o 1 1 a r 
Attorney 

4747 S. Hulen 
rot carHhM by "■■ '■"'■ Boon) <* ■ "#■> 

kwcMtianan in Cr-»«J   irw GnroJ docile* 

^ z? ResmuRANr 
SPECIALIZING IN CANTONESE A. AMERICAN CUISINE 

Daily Luncheon Specials 
11J0 AM-2J0 PM 

For Take Out Orders  Call 924-9962 
3522 Blue Bonnet Circle 

I at University Drive 
SUN-THURS    11:30-10:00 
FRI-SAT        11:30-11:00 

l_ All major credit cards accepted 
34 te 

j0£   Daily 
^7 Drawing 

Win a free lunch at Shawn's! 
Check the Skiff Daily for your name! 

Open late 7 days a week 
3015 University Dr. 

Next to The Pub 921-0000 

Traffic tickets defended. 
JAMES R. MALLORY 
ATTORNEY AT LAW 

924-3236 
3024 Sandagc Avenue 

Fort Worth, Texas 76109-1793 

No promise as lo results. Any fine and 
any court costs are not included in fee 
for legal representation.    Since I  hav 
not been awarded a Certificate of Spot ial 
Compentencc in "criminal law", rules on 
lawyer advertising require this ad to say: 

Nut certified by the Texas Board of 
Legal Specialization, 

Mon—Frl 8am-6pm 
Sat Ham—2pm 

CLASSIFIEDS 

Employment   Employment 
IWWWWWWV\«WW(WWWWW\VWWMWUWWW 

ATTENTION:   BUSI- 
NESS   MAJORS. 
Harvard  School  of 
Business says this 
is a once in a lifetime 
opportunity!!!   MLM 
Company   Call: 
346-9527. 

AVWVWAWWW 

SOUPER SALADS 
HIRING: Kitchen 
and waitpersons 
needed. Day/ 
evening shifts. Call 
737-9447 or come by 
6109 Camp Bowie 
Blvd. before 11 a.m. 
or after 2 p.m. Ask 
for Craig. 

FAST 
FUNDRAISING 
PROGRAM 
$1000 in just one 
week. Earn up to 
$1000 for your cam- 
pus organization 
Plus a chance at 
$5000 more! This 
program works! No 
invetment needed 
CAII 1-800-932 0523 
Ext. 50. 

Plan to earn extra 
money? Lunch and 
late night hours are 
available. 12 to 20 
hour work week. 
Come in and apply 
now. Subway 2209 
West Berry. 

Kracker Seafood 
needed to apply. 
Part-time waitper- 
sons. Primarily for 
weekend employ- 
ment. Please call 
370-9189.   

Part-time $$.    Cus- 
tom   t-shlrt   needs 
motivated   campus 
representative. 
Member of 
fraternity/sorority 
preferred. Call Tim, 
214-748-8700. 

We'll give you a 
video camera for the 
summer and we'll 
pay you to use itl 
CAMP TV VIDEO 
Productions is look- 
ing for enthusiastic 
individuals who are 
good with camera 
and want to get bet- 
ter. Spend June- 
August at one or 
more summer 
camps shooting for 
promotional and 
yearbook videos. 
Call (800) 284-8437, 
Dallas (214) 
559-2404. 

fyping 

Fine Print Word Pro- 
cessing. $2/pg. 
Pickup/delivery. 
Rush extra. 
Graphics, desktop 
publishing avail- 
able, 294-4194. 

Typing: 25 years ex- 
perience. Computer 
with letter quality 
and graphic capabil- 
ity. 294-4264. 

VWWWVWWWi 

For Rent 
MWWVWWWV 

Lasar Printing at 
Typing prices. Free 
spelling and gram- 
mer checks. Re- 
sumes, 738-5040. 

Professional Typing 
Service. Rea4on- 
able 924-6324. 

Word Processing/ 
Typing. Rush or- 
ders accepted. 
Done on time or it's 
free. 926-4969 M-F 
8-6, Saturdays 9-1. 

Typing/Word Pro- 
cessing. Day or 
Night; 735-4631. 

Experienced, accu- 
rate typist. Reason- 
able rates. Cindy 
Clay, 346-0035. 

Large mobile home 
on 25 wooded acres. 

1 mile from public 
park on Eagle Mt. 
Lake. Semi- 
furnished. No 
Lease, pets okay. 
$300/mo. 444-2127 
evenings. 

2   bedroom   apart- 
ment. 1 block North 
of     campus. 
927-8038. 

Planned Parenthood 
Clinic at Ridgmar ot- 
ters affordable wo- 
men's health care 
with appointments 
usually available 
within the week. 
377-1234. 

TYPEWRITERS — 
Canon, IBM Selectr- 
Icsl.ll, III. Excellent 
condition. Fully 
loaded.   441-8465. 

English speaking 
Kuwait citizen to 
work with company 
in locating person- 
nel In rebuilldlng Ku- 
wait.   540-1331 

Female seeking M/F 
to split cost of N. Ar- 
lington apartment. 
Call Kellee, 
275-1398. Please in- 
quire by April 1st. 

SKIFF 
ADS 

921-7426 


