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Number of HIV-infected college students rises

By BRANDY ANDERSON
Special to the Skiff

Paige used to thing having sex
with a guy was the best way to keep
him around.

“I was thinking if I slept with these
guys, they’d want to go out with me
again,” said Paige (not her real
name), a TCU senior. “When I think
of all the guys I've slept with, it
makes me want to throw up.”

Paige doesn’t worry about finding
a boyfriend anymore. She’s more
concerned about catching AIDS
from one of the five guys she had sex
with last year.

A growing number of people share
Paige’s fear as the risk of HIV infec-
tion increases among heterosexual
college students.

One in every 500 college students
is infected with the HIV virus
according to a 1991 joint study by the
Centers for Disease Control and the
American College Health Associa-
tion.

In 1989, only one in 1,000 students
was infected.

If TCU reflects national statistics,
about 12 students are HIV-positive.

“Monogamy never looked better,”
said Dr. John Terrell, director of the
TCU Health Center. *People can
expect to see an increase in HIV-pos-
itive college students.”

Almost 30 percent of documented
AIDS cases have occurred among
people between the ages of 20 and
29.

“Those people were likely
infected during h'gh school and col-

lege, since it usually takes seven to
eight years for people to develop
AIDS after contracting the HIV
virus,” said Thomas Bruner, execu-
tive director of the AIDS Outreach
Center, 1125 W. Peter Smith in Fort
Worth.

The TCU Health Center does not
keep records on how many tests it has
given, but Terrell said the university
compares with the national average.

HIV testing at TCU is confiden-
tial. Only the doctor, the patient and
the nurse know if an HIV test is done.
The blood is sent to the lab with an
alias name and a number, said Mari-
lyn Forney, administrative assistant
to TCU’s medical director.

The University of Texas at Arling-
ton’s health center averages about 15
to 20 HIV tests a week, said Suzanne

Mason, chair of UTA’s Task Force
on AIDS.

Most people who want HIV tests
done have had unprotected sex, sex
with drug users or sex under the
influence of alcohol. People who are
entering new relationships also seek
HIV testing, Mason said.

“UTA is no different from the
community at large,” Mason said.
“People tend to think they're
immune. UTA has lost people to
AIDS, and some students have the
HIV virus.”

The University of North Texas
encourages students to be tested at
anonymous off-campus sites.

“We don’t offer anonymous tests
here. We only have confidential
ones,”
UNT’s health educators. “Many stu-
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Students model for the Marithe and Francois Girbaud fashion show sponsored by Dillards on Tuesday in front of the
Student Center. Students had to audition on Sunday to be in the show.

Art department receives grant to expand lab

By JULIET YATES
TCU Daily Skiff

A wish has been granted for the
university art department—a wish
worth $100,000.

The department received a
$100,000 grant from Team Bank
Trust to expand its computer labora-
tory in the Moudy Building.

Ten new Macintosh design com-
puters will be installed in the lab for
communication graphics purposes,
said David Conn, art department
chair.

“This has been the highest priority
of the department and a high priority
of the college and university,” Conn

said

The grant is the largest single gift
the department has ever received, he
said

I'he money for the project came
from the Leo Potishman Foundation
and the Bryce Memorial Fund, he
said.

The enlarged lab will include three
laser printers, a color printer, film
recorder, video still camera, flatbed
scanner, overhead projection plate
and fax machine.

The lab is scheduled to be finished
in time for the Fall ‘92 semester,
Conn said.

The original grant was proposed in
1989, but the department just

received the gift this year, Conn said

“Over a four-year period of time
we realized our students were handi-
capped by not having computer liter-
acy,” he said.

It 1s vital for communications
graphics majors to have experience
with computers before landing a job
in the industry, Conn said.

TCU has one of the top three facil-
ities for art in the nation, he said.

One student said the computers
will make it easier for students to
learn new artistic techniques.

“The Mac is designed for artistic
manipulations,” said John Lamb, a
junior psychology major.

“The computer lab will give TCU

Employee’s grandchild survives
near-deadly blaze, returns home

By ALFRED CHARLES
TCU Daily Skiff

The grandchild of a TCU house-
keeper who was injured in a Fort
Worth house fire in February has
been released from the hospital and
is in good condition, a family mem-
ber said.

Maria Torres’ 1-year-old grand-
child, Samantha Herrera, was
released from Dallas’ Parkland
Memorial Hospital last Friday.
Although doctors did not expect the
child to live, Samantha survived after
spending three weeks in a coma in
the intensive care unit.

“Everybody prayed for Samantha
and I’'m overjoyed she is okay,” Tor-
res said.

The infant was injured in a blaze
that gutted her parents’ home. She
suffered second degree burns on
more than 30 percent of her body

Y

Samantha Herrera

with burns on her face, arms and
chest.

The family was sleeping when the
fire broke out. The blaze also injured

Torres’ daughter and son-in-law
They were released from the hospital
shortly after the blaze. Samantha has
been under medical care since the
incident.

Torres said the other family mem-
bers are pleased that Samantha has
recovered and are grateful for the
assistance the family has received.

“We give our thanks to the Lord
for all those kind-hearted people for
their prayers and their good inten-
tions, contributions and most of all
for their moral and emotional sup-
port,” Torres said.

Torres said support from the com-
munity helped her family survive this
ordeal.

“There is no way to repay all of
you for the kindness you showed for
my family, my daughter, her husband
and her kids,” Torres said. “Thanks
to all your prayers, my grandbaby
Samantha is back with us.”

the edge over the competition and
will enable TCU to become a true
leader in the field of communication
graphics,” Conn said. “We have
become a model for other schools.”

T'he new computers will allow
I'CU to set up a computer network-
ing system with Notre Dame, Trinity
University and the National
Academy of Art and Design in
Dublin. Students will be able to send
their work via fax for critiques from
their peers across the world, he said

T'he communication graphics pro-
gram has ranked high in the state and
in the nation, mostly because of the
outstanding faculty and its award-
winning graduates

Inside

The newest addition to the
Skiff, INSIGHT, discusses
the problems facing today's
youth. INSIGHT explores
why youths join gangs in an
exclusive interview with ex-
gang members. Also
included is an in-depth story
on throwaway kids.

Starts on page 4
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L Qutside

Today's weather will be
partly sunny with a high tem-
perature of 65 degrees.

Friday's weather will be
partly sunny with a high of
65 degrees.

P

said Peggy Fogel, one of

dents prefer to be tested without
using their names.”

Southern Methodist University
averages about 40 tests a year, said
Mike White, director of SMU health
services.

Health officials at UNT and SMU
consider the universities to be on
level with the national college statis-
tics.

By the end of 1993, officials at the
Centers for Disease Control expect to
see up to 225,000 more people
become HIV-infected.

Heterosexuals currently make up
to 2.2 percent of all AIDS cases, and
that means there will be 4,950 new
cases in the next two years.

“Everyone should be worried,”
lerrell said. “If you've had one to
three sexual partners, that is enough

ulf War

to be tested. You can estimate your
risk of exposure through the number
of partners you've had. Unless
you've been tested, you could have
it.”

Most people go to the TCU Health
Center after they think they’ve been
exposed, Terrell said.

“College-age people tend to think
it couldn’t happen to them. They
worry after the fact,” Terrell said.

The HIV virus can usually be
detected within six months of the
infection, Terrell said.

“If people think they are at risk, the
test could be repeated again after one
year. Early testing is important,”
Terrell said.

I'CU has an ongoing educational

See HIV ypage 2

reporter

to speak on campus

By SARAH YOEST
TCU Daily Skiff

Arnett, the man who
reported from behind enemy lines
during the Persian Gulf War for
CNN, will speak tonight at 7:30 p.m.
in the auditorium of Ed Landreth
Hall as part of the Distinguished
Speakers Forum

Arnet’s address will be presented
by Team Bank, the Fort Worth Star-
Telegram and Programming Coun-

Peter

cil’s Forums Committee

Student organizers said it is a priv-
ilege to have Arnett address the cam-
pus community

“The Distinguished Speakers
Forum is an excellent opportunity for
the entire campus community to be
exposed to interesting and informa-
tive viewpoints,” Jeff
Forums Committee chairman and a

said Jeter,
junior political science and eco
nomics double major

“Arnett has been well received
across the country and I look forward
to hearing him speak,” Jeter said

“I"'m very excited about having
Peter Arnett on campus because I
think he is going to offer us insight
into the Middle East,”
Reynolds, a Programming Council

said Travis
sub-chair and a freshman business
major

Arnett was one of three CNN cor-
respondents who reported from
Baghdad during the first air strikes of
Operation Desert Storm. His reports
from Iraq during the war were heard
by more than 120 million people in
more than 100 countries, according
to a news release

His reports were criticized by sev-
eral media officials as supplying
Iragi intelligence with too much
information about American military
movements

Armnett’s firsthand coverage of the
Vietnam War won him the Pulitzer
Prize in international reporting for
the Associated Press. In his 25 years
as a reporter, Arnett has been hon-
ored by press institutions in Denmark
and Italy and received the 1991
Overseas Press Club and Columbia

Peter Arnett

University School of Journalism
awards for his Gulf War coverage

Arnett “Olive
Branch™ award for his reporting from
Moscow from New York Univer-
sity’s Center for War, Peace and the
News Media

The Pulitzer Prize-winning
reporter has worked in Moscow and
Washington, D.C. and 1s currently
CNN'’s Jerusalem correspondent

In 1986 Arnett spent four hours in

also the

won

a dovietjai

of Sov

for reporting the protests
before the 1986
Washington summit held by Presi-

et Jews
dents Reagan and Gorbachev
Programming Council officials

said the event may be a

sellout
Reynolds said 1,000 tickets were

ordered for As of

Wednesday evening, S1 student tick-

the address
ets were sold and 49 remaining

Student tickets are available at the
Student Center Information Desk for
$5 with a student identification card
A limited number of other tickets are
available for $15 at the door

Jeter said planning to bring Arnett
to campus began last semester. Team
Bank and the Fort Worth Star Tele-
gram decided to sponsor Arnett's
VISt

“With the anniversary of the Gulf
War, Arnett's message will be timely
and of interest to everyone,” Jeter
said

Family receives honor
for philanthropy, gifts

By JULIET YATES
TCU Daily Skiff

The longtime benefactor of the
TCU Harris College of Nursing was
recently honored for 29 years of
financial support to minority stu-
dents.

The Pate family has assisted 49
minority nursing students at TCU
through scholarships. Minority stu-
dents who require financial help and
have good grade point averages are
eligible, said Patiicia Scearse, dean
of the college of nursing.

“We try our best to give them (the
scholarships) to students who will
benefit the most,” Scearse said.

Students who receive the aca-
demic scholarships, which pay half
of the tuition fee, are chosen through
the TCU Dean’s office.

The late Aggie M. Pate, Jr., and
Serbert L. Pate began the scholarship
program for minorities in 1963.

“W
e try our best

to give them (the schol-
arships) to students who
will benefit the most.”
PATRICIA SCEARSE,
Dean, college of m11rsing

The brothers were the chief operating
officers of Texas Refinery Corpora-
tion for many years, and Aggie Pate
served on the Harris College of Nurs-
ing’s Board of Directors for several
years.

Since the death of Aggie Pate, Jr.
in 1988, Mr. and Mrs. Sebert Pate
have continued the donations in the
name of the brothers, Scearse said.

The Pate family has made major
contributions to minorities in this
region, Scearse said.

“They have an active interest in
minority education,” she said.
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CAMPUSlines is provided as
a service to the TCU commu-
nity. Announcements of
events, meetings and other
general campus information
should be brought by the
Skiff office, Moudy 291S or
sent to TCU Box 32929. The
Skiff reserves the right to edit
for style and taste.

TCU Student Foundation
is looking for excited new
members for the 1992-93 aca-
demic year. Interested stu-
dents should pick up an
application at the Information
Desk or in the Alumni Office
All applications are due no
later than Friday, March 27
Contact the Alumni Office at
921-7803

Air Force ROTC will be
holding a SK Run on March
28, 8 a.m. in Amon G. Carter
Stadium. Registration is $12
before March 14 and $15 after

Medals will be
awarded in each
and all entrants will be eligible
Call

wards

age category

for a post-race dr.:\\:nj:

921-7461

Delta Sigma Pi presents
“He Said, She Said,” an infor-
mation session on different
management styles according

to age and gender. The session

is at 4 p.m. March 23 in Dan
Rogers Hall Room 136. The
meeting is open to the public

Irct

will be

Showgirls Tryouts
held Saturday, March
28 from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Any
one interested in trying out

needs to wear leotard and

tights and meet in the Ricke
lobby

Phi Chi Theta Busine
Fraternity will meet on March
24 at 5:30 p.m. in Dan Roger
Hall room 140. Open to al

business student

Pre-Law Association the
SMU Law School field trip 1
March 31. To participate, sign

up in the Political Science

office, Sadler 205, by Friday
March 27

Codependents Anony-
mous meeting at 12:30 p.m
each Thursday in Student Cen
ter Room 204. The program
offers recove for those whe
are seeking healthy relation
ships. Contact Universit
Ministries at 921-7830

Frog Fest/Siblings Week-

end will be held April 3-5
1992. Information is being
sent to parents next week

Contact Recreationa

921-7945

Sport

Volunteers interested in
working for the George
Bush/Dan Quayle re-election
campaign please call George
Young at (817) 878-6328.

The Volunteer Center, a ser-
vice of the United Way, needs
volunteers. The Center can
be reached at 860-1613 for
information about the fol-
lowing or other opportuni-
ties.

Volunteers are needed...

to demonstrate pioneer
craft skills at a historic log
cabin village in Fort Worth
['raining is provided

to coordinate and help
organize a historical library for
a Fort Worth agency. Avail-
able from 11 am. to 5 p.m
Needed to work weekdays or
on weekends

to call people who have
requested assistance through a
local agency. Social work
skills helpful

to deliver library materi-
als to home bound people and
return

previously delivered

materials to the library. Avail-
able from 10 am. to 7 p.m
Monday through Saturday

Must use own vehicle

1 Fort Worth museum

1O assist w

ith a special hands

on children’s “discovery area.”

Must be available on weekdays
and weekends

n September

['raining begins

th a recycling

program on the East Side. Help

s needed on Saturday morn

s to sort the recyclables and

them from ca

the recycling area

at a local hospital infor
mation desk to help admit and
dismiss patients, deliver mail

and flowers to patients’ rooms
ions to visitors

Monday
8:00 p.m

and give direct
able

Saturday 8:30 a.m

are avail

to conduct tours at a local
Lead groups ol

through the

nature center
children and adults

1ze the ecol

and emphas

ogy of the area and how each

person can hc‘[* preserve the
nvironment

to conduct a storytelling
session with children while
their mothers are waiting for
medical services at a Fort
Worth community clinic

Must enjoy being v
and be able to interest them in

hearing stories

A FREE SEMINAR

What it takes to get into law school.

prepare for it

school year

- Learn all about the LSAT and how to

-Discover what law school admission
departments are seeking for the '92-'93

Tuesday, March 31
7:30 P.M.

4736 Bryant Irvin Rd, Suite 718
(In the Cityview Centre)

CALL 294-9898 - - -SPACE IS LIMITED
1L

GROTUP
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HIV/ e

effort to make students aware of the
increase in HIV-positive students,
Terrell said.

The university provides requested
speakers to dorms and Greek organi-
zations to talk about safe sex. There
is also a video library and informa-
tional materials concerning safe sex,
Forney said.

TCU’s counseling center offers
supportive counseling and psy-
chotherapy to students, said Dr. Jack
Scott, the center’s director.

“Certainly we have seen some
anxiety about AIDS among people
who have friends who might be
infected,” Scott said. “We provide
training and workshops to deal with
AIDS. We are prepared to deal with
this problem.”

“In Betty Benison’s human sexu-

ality class, students come face-to-
face with people living with AIDS

“Last year a man who had AIDS
visited our class,” said Benison, a
professor of health education. “He
didn’t appear to be that sick, and he
seemed happy. Two weeks later he
I think that really had an
effect on the class.”

One student said the visitors made
AIDS look like something more than
a statistical disease

“The people who talked to our
the situation seem real,”
I'Cl

become emotional and personal

was dead

class made
said Heather Senn, a senior, "It
when someone says they know they
are going to die soon. It really
opened my eyes and made me aware
of the control I have in avoiding this

‘1]\k“l\L' '

['here is a greater awareness at

I'CU because there is an increase in
HIV-infected college students, Beni-
son \v.ml

*“I think we're convinced that this

1s everyone's disease,” Benison said

“l see people moving from promis-
cuity to monogamy.”
People may be more aware of the

problem, but some still shy away
from getting tested for the HIV virus

“I don’t AIDS test
t want my girlfriends
I'CU stu

asked to remain

want to get an
and I don’

to have one

done,
either,” said a
dent who

mous. “If

anony
we have it, we have it, and
I don’t want to know about it.”

T'he risk of AIDS among hetero
in Tarrant County 1s still rel

atively low, but the

sexuals
statistics are
underreported, Bruner said

“You can’t re:
OK 1n Tarrant
‘We don’t
goes on during Christmas, summer
and spring breaks. TCU students
may mix with students at other col

1lly say that we are
doing County

Bruner said know what

leges and expose themselves then.”
Paige looks back on her promiscu
ous days with regret

Campus Man

by Andrew Deutsch
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vith my current boyfriend, but he

the one who stuck around,” she said

Paige 1s planning to get married
later this year. and she said she 1s
planning on having an HIV test done
sSoon

‘I'm scared, but it's something I
need to do for my boyfriend and
myself.”

I & TO
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SET A JOB?
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by Bill Watterson
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asier than self-storage.

2501 Park Ridge Court

to move your stuff twice,
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871/921-6111

That's what you'll say when you find out about Park Ridge Apartment's

special summer deal. Right now, if you sign a six-month lease

for the fall, we'll keep your belongings over the summer in the actual apartment

that we're only two minutes from campus, and you'll have to admit

you'll be living in for half the rent! That's right, you pay half the rent during the

months of June, July, and August. We even allow you two visits back over the summer. It all adds

up to less of a hassle. And Iess trOUbIe than self-storage, having

or finding someone to live in your apartment for you.

Add all this convenience to all the other Park Ridge amenities, like privacy gates,

two swimming pools, basketball, tennis and volleyball courts, not to mention

that Park Ridge is a better bargain

you could imaginel
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i
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It brings out the bestin al of us.

Don't Forget Siblings' Weekend, April 3-5, 1992.

For more information, contact the Recreational Sports Dcpor ment, 921-7945.
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Letters to the editor

Gun Control

On March 11, Robert Burnett educated
this campus with a letter to the editor that
in effect stated that the regulation of guns
was a policy fit for use by Hitler, Mus-
solini, and Stalin, and therefore it had no
business raising its ugly head in the
grand, old land of the free, home of the
brave (better known as the United States
of America). We were told that the
restriction of guns has been used by racial
supremacists and that the Baltic states are
free today, because they kept their guns
at their sides. We were told that carrying
a gun was a freedom, and we were
warned, “Don’t be so loose with your
freedoms.” Mr. Burnett, come out of
your cave and into the light.

There is no reason why we should not
have gun control. When the Constitution
was written, the United States was a land
where many depended on hunting for
food for their families. It was a nation that
needed an armed populace because it had
no standing army, only militia to defend
it. The founding fathers never envisioned
that semiautomatic weapons would
become such a part of American society.

No one needs one of these guns. These
guns are made for one purpose, to kill
people. You don’t need a semiautomatic
handgun with optional flame-thrower to

Police

This letter is in response to an incident
which occurred Thursday evening,
March 5. The behavior of Campus Police
offended my friends greatly and utterly
embarrassed me as a TCU student.

My friends and I were standing in front
of the Student Center around 5:45 in the
evening talking when we were
approached by Campus Police and asked
to produce identification. After they had
verified our IDs and inquired about our
plans for the rest of the evening, we were
told that if we wanted to continue talking,
we would have to either leave campus or
go to a student’s room because it was
“private property.” My friends were not
in violation of any TCU policy that | am
aware of. Otherwise, why would benches
and chairs and tables be there?

I understand the need for the protec-
tion of students; however, our explana-
tion that two of us were TCU students

Humor

In reference to Ted Strout’s letter to
the editor: what is the problem? Do you
have ANY idea what cartoon means?
Obviously, your sense of humor is lack-
ing. Really, did Andrew Deutsch’s car-
toon say anywhere, “Hey, this is about
Ted!” 1 don’t think so. Mr. Deutsch, [
think, was making light of a situation that
had definite serious overtones. He made
fun of the situation, hence the word car-
toon.

I do not particularly believe that
women should be the only ones respon-
sible for birth control (Friday, February
28 cartoon), but I did not get all bent out
of shape about it. Mr. Deutsch made fun
of the tanning issue. As a tanner myself,
I found it amusing. In no way did I feel
the need to write a hate letter because he

hunt jack rabbits, deer, or whatever you
feel like killing. But, if you must own one
of these weapons, I don’t think it is out-
rageous for you to have to wait two
weeks to get one. These waiting periods
are for your benefit as well as mine.
When a gun is used improperly, that per-
son has lost the right to ever have a gun
again. Waiting periods would help keep
guns out of the hands of those who don’t
deserve to have them. Granted, it won’t
stop those without records, but at the rate
violent prisoners are turned out of our
prison system, I would feel better know-
ing they couldn’t buy a gun.

Guns are dangerous because people
kill people with guns. A gun in a case is
no threat to anyone until some fool picks
it up. We should licence who can pick
those guns up, just as we licence who
drives a car, teaches our children, or
builds our highways. Stop wrapping
yourself in the words of the Constitution
and waving the flag and take a look at
what they stand for. I think you’ll see a
picture without guns. I do.

Scott Force
Junior
History

and the others were there by our invita-
tion should have sufficed to satisfy any
suspicions.

What concerns me most is why we
were singled out. | can’t help but think it
was because my friends were wearing
painted leather jackets and combat boots
as opposed to more conservative attire.
This discrimination has no place at TCU.
The exhibition of this behavior by Cam-
pus Police reinforces the discrimination
of people who don’t look like everyone
else. 1 found their behavior rude and
uncalled for. As I said earlier, my friends
were offended and | was embarrassed. |
hope this behavior is not repeated and
that a misunderstanding like this will not
occur again.

Lisa Dianne Richardson
Sophomore
RTVF

was attacking those who tanned.

Why did I not take these things per-
sonally? BECAUSE THEY WERE
JOKES!

Keep in mind, IT WAS A CAR-
TOON! Whether you thought it was
funny or not is your opinion. I happen to
think Mr. Deutsch’s cartoons are very
funny and a refreshing change to those
annoying little squirrels. My advice to
you: adjust your attitude and don’t get so
uptight. Have a sense of humor! And to
Mr. Deutsch: congratulations on your
place in the Skiff. 1look forward to read-
ing your cartoons.

Amy Hunt
Sophomore
Elementary Education

The TCU Daily Skiff is produced
by the students of Texas Christian
University, sponsored by the journal-
ism department and published Tues-
day through Friday during the fall and
spring semesters except during finals
week and holidays.

Unsigned editorials represent the
view of the Skiff editorial board.
Signed letters and columns represent
the opinion of the writers.

Letter policy

The Skiff is a member of the Asso-
ciated Press.

The Skiff welcomes letters to the
editor. Letters must be typed, double-
spaced, signed and limited to 500
words. Letters should be turned in two
days before publication. They must
include the author's classification,
major and phone number. The Skiff
reserves the right to edit or reject any
unacceptable letters.
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Have you ever wondered why the Inde-
pendent-Greek relations question is even an
issue on this campus? I think the whole thing
was made up by the administration to
appease the students’ need for conflict.

Just how much money does TCU make

from parking tickets? We should hold a uni-
versity wide contest to guess the amount
Whoever wins would get a free tour of our
campus police house.

Have you ever noticed that wonderful
pond (water-hole, reservoir, etc.) by the
intramural fields? I saw a bed floating in it
the other day. The real question is, why isn’t
it stocked with Florida black bass?

“Life is either a daring adventure or noth-
ing.” — Helen Keller

I’'m tired of people griping about the food
service. It’s a damn-site better than when |
first came to school here if you
want good food then just wait for a Monday
at TCU and load up.

Thoreau said, “For every thousand hack-
ing at the leaves of evil, there is one striking
at the root.” Linda Moore, a professor in the
Sociology department, is truly striking at the
root.

By the way, if you want to get to the bot-
tom floor of the Rickel, I hope you're not dis-

Magical 21

by
ELIZABETH
LUNDAY

Besides,

-

Turning 21 has legendary status. You're
supposed to have orgies of pleasure and
manic good times while reveling in cornu-
copias of alcohol. You’re turning 21! People
say and then nod knowingly. They know
what an incredibly good time you're going to
have.

Not.

Personally, 1 went to night class. Really. |
didn’t revel or have any kind of orgy at all. I
did yawn a lot. And I did some great doodling
in the margins of my notes. Then | went home
and watched “Star Trek.”

I open myself up for the charge that  am a
boring person. Well. Probably. I don’t like to
think I'm a boring person. But if you're a far
more thrilling person with an exciting life, 1
can see how you would call my life boring,
yes. But that’s not the point.

The point is that so often those moments in
life that are supposed to be oh so wonderful
are often oh so ho-hum. Boring. Nothing to
write home about.

Birthdays in particular. I wasn’t really sur-
prised that 21 was such a flop because 16 was
even more of a downer. My entire childhood
I had believed that 16 was the most incredi-
ble year ever. Not too old (i.e., 20), not too
young (i.e., 10) but just perfect.

Hardly. 1 went to the mall with my best
friend and saw a movie. I don’t even remem-
ber what movie it was. Ho-hum. Boring.

And what a letdown it was! How I had
dreamed of the freedom, excitement and

abled. If you are then, you need to call ahead
I'he building doesn’t
drop-ins

The constant question in my mind is a sim-
ple one. Does anybody really
KTCU?

I think one of the best things TCU has
going for it is the Information Desk. You can
find almost anything there and the phone is
free

“If a woman hasn’t got a tiny streak of har-
D.H

accommodate disabled

listen to

lot in her, she's a dry stick as a rule.”
Lawrence

One word has become synonymous with
I'CU in my mind COMMITTEE. As far
as I’'m concerned, if your not on one, your not
a true TCU student

People seem to complain a great deal about
the dating situation here at TCU. 1 don’t
understand. If you want a date, just go ask
somebody

My one big regret about TCl
lack of diversity
sorry for myself and the rest of the students

is the clear
at this university. 1 feel
for missing out on this experience in univer-
sity life

“Idon’tdo favors. I accumulate debts.”
Ancient Sicilian Motto

In regards to the theory that we can say
nothing that hasn’t been said before, 1 found
this one in the closet. “Beauty is only a light
switch away,” (college joke). “When the can-
dles are out, all women are fair” Plutarch,
Greek Philosopher, 90 A.D

Almost every significant breakthrough in
the field of scientific endeavor is first a break
with tradition, with the old ways of thinking

I say it’s time we get rid of all the old issues

st birthday

glamour I would have when | became 16
Freedom? Well, I was allowed to go on dates
but I didn’t have a boyfriend so it was all
rather academic. Excitement? I was at the
mall. Big deal. Glamour? I was no more
glamourous at 16 than I was at 15. I am no
more glamourous now. Maybe when | turn
25 I'll be that fascinating and intriguing per-
son I want to be. But I doubt it

I think this all begins in childhood when
any holiday leads to agonies of excitement
Even Groundhog Day is cause for festivities
Probably the entire issue could be blamed on
first grade teachers who make billboards for
every day marked on the calendar and put on
little festivals and student shows whenever
they can.

That’s great when you're five. But when
you’re older, you still have this unrealistic
expectation that every holiday will be simply
incredible.

Take Christmas. 1 recall a particular
Christmas when the thrill of visiting cousins,
a three-story doll house and a plate of sugar
cookies was just too much for me and I spent
Christmas night completely ill in the bath-
room. | was still happy. though.

But I grew older, as people are wont to do.
One Christmas morning I actually slept late,
failing for the first time to rise at dawn to
jump on my parent’s bed and complain that
they weren’t up yet. Pain would stab me sud-
denly as I looked around the table and saw
my family trying to maintain a facade of hol-
iday joy as my grandfather slipped into senil-
ity and death.

So, the moments that are supposed to be so
incredibly wonderful often aren’t. Holidays
can be downright depressing. Birthdays
mean you're getting older. Turning 21
doesn’t make me glamourous; turning 16
didn’t make me exciting.

But yet, that's too simple and far too

that make you go hmmm

(ie. campus parking, hcusing, food service
etc.) and argue over some new ones. At the
least, we could form a New Issues Commit
tee to take a look at the situation

One of the best aspec ['CU is the

One can do
work at the Canadiar

opportunities that are
anything
Embassy

from
in Washington D.C. (a TCU stu-
dent worked there last
or trade
dollars in capital witl

on an internship)
stocks and }‘umi\ with over a million

the Educational Invest

ment Fund
one simply has to do it
I'homas Paine said, “Th

too easily,

T'he opportuniti

we esteem 100 |
ness only,
Heaven knows how to ;\11'

which gives everything

1 proper

1t ;nuds A “n\ml educ on is not handed to
you when you gr.uih.:w \\w. have to work
for 1t
There are two interrelated
have. Willlever le
When will TCL §
| believe too many people tt
only a feeling. Love is first a ver
The feeling, then, is a fruit of that lo
is something \ th f

make, the
there, that’s

commanded t

) Iove. LOY

1s to love even when ti

Just remember this

do nothing, say nothing, be
Elbert Hubbard

, - ) z \ /
® Tom Ivester is a senior Marketi

from Sayre, Oklahoma

loses luster

The holidays may not be

depressing stun
ning; the birthdays may not be thrilling. But
an average day may be breathtaking
Graduation night followed the tradition of
my life. | remember I went to Braums with
friend and had a caramel and pecan sundae

But it didn’t matter that it wasn’t the most

stunning night of my life. Because a few
weeks
spur of the moment, taken a
purchased the summer before and drivento a
private spot on Lake Worth

We shot off a million different kinds of
fireworks: loud ones and sparkly ones, fire-
works that sputtered and hissed on the ground
and fireworks that bubbled and glowed
underwater. One hung on the branch of the
tree and spun around while shooting out
sparks. When the shooting stopped, a red and
gold miniature Japanese pagoda hung from
the branch, gently swinging in the wind.

T'hen we drove home through the dark, still
night. All of the songs on the radio were
heavy with special significance. Several of us
fell asleep in the back seat and we dozed
down the endless roads and up, into the sky.

All of those nights that were supposed to
be busy with creation of memories — gradu-
ation, prom and the like I can hardly
remember them. But that one golden
evening, the fireworks shot blue and green
light through the dark lake waters and
Japanese pagoda swayed scarlet and gold on
the branches of a high oak.

It doesn’t matter if my 21st or 16th or 18th
birthdays were ho-hum, boring, nothing to
write home about. Because those rare, won-
derful nights when everything goes right
make up for it all.

before, some friends and | had, on the

box of fireworks

® Elizabeth Lunday is a junior Advertis-
ing/Public Relations major from Fort
Worth, Texas.
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By JOE LATTANZI
Insight Writer

H e was only 14 years old when he was accused of
trying to murder a man during a robbery in Fort Worth
last year

He showed no remorse after he was arrested. He
demanded a newspaper so that he could read about his
latest criminal exploit

He was proud of his criminal record, which included
eight other crimes

I'he boy was one example of the juvenile gang mem-
bers who commit violent crimes in Tarrant County, said
Melissa Everett, a Fort Worth police gang crime special-
ist, as she described him

“When | interviewed him, he told me that he adored
the movie ‘Scarface,”” Everett said. “When I asked him
if he wanted to be a criminal like Scarface, he said no. He
wanted to be rich like Scarface.”

T'he boy became a statistic in Fort Worth police files
shortly after his 10th birthday, said Lt. Craig Slayton,
head of the Fort Worth Police Department’s juvenile sec-
tion

“He started as a runaway,” Slayton said. “We've
recorded 29 offenses against him since his 10th birthday.
He’s been accused of 10 of them, including arson, rob-
bery and attempted murder.”

J uvenile gang activity in Tarrant County is becoming
a serious problem, according to an October 1991 Tarrant
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because of their mobility,” said
Sgt. Rick Andrews, a Texas Department of Public Safety
criminal intelligence specialist. “Gangs are like scav-
enger animals. Theyll go after anything, sometimes for
money, sometimes for kicks.”

Gang crimes in Fort Worth varied from petty offenses
to capital murder, according to Fort Worth police statis-
tics.

The police recorded 717 gang-related crimes during
fiscal year 1988-1989. The crimes included 16 murders
and 149 attempted murders.

The police recorded 637 gang-related crimes during
the first six months of fiscal year 1989-1990, These
crimes included 17 murders, 44 attempted murders, 96
drug violations and 36 drive-by shootings. The total prop-
erty loss related to these crimes exceeded $1 million.

Thc poverty-stricken conditions in many of the
nation’s inner cities have created a permanent “under-
class,” according to a June 1991 Texas Attorney Gen-
eral’s report. Drug use, drug trafficking, broken families,
poor education and lack of job opportunities among this
underclass breeds gangs and gang crime, the report said.

“The kids don’t have a lot of options,” said Joe Cor-
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dova, director of the Boys and Girls Clubs of Greater Fort
Worth. “When they're offered $500 to $1000 a week to
sell drugs, it's hard for them to turn it down.”

There’s no easy answer as to why gang life attracts
juveniles, said Patsy Thomas, the Tarrant County Citi-
zens Crime Commission gang coordinator.

“I see two major causes,” she said. “Mom went back
to work and drugs, particularly crack cocaine. Gang
crime rose dramatically in the mid-1980s when crack
appeared. With the easy money and the breakdown of the
family, kids are getting their value training on the
streets.”

Crimes associated with the underclass victimize all
races and ethnic groups, the crime commission report
said. Gangs are a social problem that isn’t limited to eth-
nic groups.

“Gangs are a place to belong for kids no matter what
their race,” said Karen Spillman, co-director of Truce, a
YMCA gang intervention program. “Gangs give them a
sense of family.”

Thc number of juvenile gangs in Tarrant County
varied from non-existent in White Settlement, Azle and
Colleyville to a growing and increasingly serious prob-
lem in Fort Worth and Haltom City, police officials said.

The Tarrant County crime commission report said 210
identified gangs exist in Tarrant County with as many as
2,861 members. The number doesn’t include an esti-
nated 5,000 fringe members. The average age of most
uvenile gang members varied from 12 to 17 years old.

“Of these gangs, about 122 are active today,” said Sgt.
esse Hernandez, head of the Fort Worth Police Depart-
nent’s gang intelligence unit. “There are a reported 116
rangs on the city’s north side. Most of these gangs are
{ispanic.”

Hispanic gangs are primarily territorial, and gang
ivalries often end in drive-by shootings, according to the
[arrant County crime commission report. Hispanic gangs
ire becoming more profit-oriented. Gang initiations often
nclude assaults, auto thefts and burglaries, the report
said.

Black gangs are concentrated on Fort Worth’s east
side, where they run the crack cocaine trade like a big
business, according to the report. Violent black gangs like
the Los Angeles-based Crips and the Bloods have found
Tarrant County a lucrative place for drug trafficking and
use violence as an enforcement tool, the report said.

Asian gangs based in Haltom City are just as vicious
as the Crips and the Bloods, the crime commission report
said. Asian gangs terrorize the Asian community with
home invasions. They smash their way into a home, bru-
talize the residents and commit rape and robbery. Some
parts of Tarrant County are used as “safe house” locations
for travelling Asian gang members, the report said.

About six Asian gangs are based in Haltom City and
about three to four in Fort Worth, said Detective Charles
Beltram, head of the Haltom City Police Storefront and
an expert in Asian crime.

“They are dangerous, violence-prone people with
national connections,” Beltram said. “Overall, Tarrant
County is becoming a favorite haunt for Asian gang-
sters.”

Accurate statistics about Asian gangs are impossible to
collect because Asians are usually afraid to report crimes,
Beltram said. Asians traditionally distrust and fear the
police and government authority, he said.

Pcoplc tend to think of juvenile gang members as
Hispanic, black or Asian because of movie and media
stereotyping, said Boys and Girl Clubs Director Joe Cor-
dova.

Yet white supremacist youth gangs have been involved
in racially-motivated harassment and murders in Tarrant
County, including a drive-by shooting in Arlington in
June.

White supremacist youth gang members come from all
classes of society. Many of them are middle class and
some have affluent backgrounds, yet they share common
factors with other juvenile gang members such as low
self-esteem and a sense of family in gang membership,
the report said.

Neo-Nazi “skinheads™ are the most active white
supremacist youth gangs in the Dallas-Fort Worth area,
according to a 1990 B’nai B’rith Anti-Defamation
League report. Two Dallas-based skinhead gangs and one
Arlington-based gang have been identified, the ADL
report said.

S ome Tarrant County communities won’t admit
they have a gang problem, said DP% Sgt. Rick Andrews.
The attitude in some of the communities is a serious prob-
lem because they won’t devote resources to confront the
gang problem, he said.

Arlington was “conspicious among the ten largest
cities (in Texas) reporting no gangs,” according to a
Texas Attorney General’s report.

An Arlington deputy police chief told the city council
that the city’s gang problem was “in its infancy,” accord-
ing to a Feb. 2 Fort Worth Star-Telegram story. The news
story giving the chief’s comment and the figures show-
ing 158 known gang members and about 200 to 500
“wannabes” in Arlington was correct, said Officer Dee
Anderson, Arlington police media relations officer.

The Tarrant County Citizens Crime Commission
report defined “wannabes” as juveniles who are on the
fringes of gangs but call themselves gang members.

The lack of a common definition for what consti-
tutes a gang prevents an accurate assessment of gangs and
gang-related crime.

“Gang colors and the graffitti they use varies,” said
Fort Worth police Sgt. Jesse Hetandez. “The gangs no
longer have a set pattern on how they identify themselves
like they did years ago. It makes them harder to track.”

The participation of children in violent gang crimes is
another reason why it’s difficult to accurately identify

See Gangs, page 7
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Inside
Gang violence
p-3&4,

Throwaways p.-5

Life on the inside Ex-gang members speak out about the horrors
of the past and their hopes for the future

By LISA YONCO
Insight Writer

Editor’s note: Joe Lattanzi and Lisa
Yonco interviewed five ex-gang members at
a youth center in northeast Fort Worth. Their
names have been changed to protect their
anonymity. This is Lisa's account of the
interview.

Fluorescent parking lot lights shines
through the tinted windows of the dance stu-
dio. Mirrors with hairline cracks on the edges
line the far wall. Five young men speaking
Spanish sit at a corner table eating pizza we
brought for them.

Occasionally one or two of the youths
would look over, catch my eye and quickly
turn away. They look down while they eat.
They creep over to the pizza boxes and sneak
another slice, almost as if they were afraid we
might want it back.

These five are lucky ones. They are part of
the few who have escaped.

The young men had moved to the table
opposite us when Harvey, one of the super-
visors at the center, convinced them we were
there to talk to them, not to ourselves.
Slowly, they entrusted us, let us in to what
their world is like. They told us stories about
shootings, getting jumped and little kids car-
rying guns.

“If you mess with little kids they’ll shoot
you,” says Tomas, a 17-year-old ex-gang
member.

Tomas says he didn’t think he would live
to be 18.

“I'm not in gangs any more,” says Little
Man, an 18-year-old who was shot in the leg
by rival gang members when he was 16.

“I got out because I changed myself,” he
says proudly, boasting his escape.

Little Man got his nickname when he was
still in a gang. He was the smallest boy in the
gang. Other gang members used to put him
through open windows of stores so he could
get inside and take whatever supplies they
needed.

His dark brown hair reachgs to his lower
neck. He has an inch-long curved scar under
his right eye.

*“I was walking around by myself, and I got
jumped,” he says, explaining the scar. I was

Little Man lives with his family in one of

Teens use

By JOE LATTANZI
Insight Writer

She hit another girl over the head with a
lead pipe just before she was institutional-
ized.

Her violent act brought her to the attention
of school authorities. They found that she
constantly defied her parents and hated her
home.

She told her counselors that her home life
was empty and cold though she lived with
eight to 10 relatives.

These factors almost drove her into being
a hard-core gang member.

The 14-year-old girl is now a resident of
Lena Pope Home, a privately-owned adoles-
cent psychiatric treatment and counseling
center in Fort Worth.

those neighborhoods parents warn their chil-
dren not to go near. The buildings down the
street are covered with graffiti boasting the
names of some of the 80 or so gangs that call
the north side their turf.

Pink, yellow and white letters cover the
side of a tiny shed-sized structure outside the
center. Letters like VLL, VPP and VIX dec-
orate the sides of garages and abandoned
buildings, marking off gang-claimed terri-
tory.

Little Man has two older brothers, both of

whom were in gangs and both of whom were
shot by gang members.

“One of my brothers was shot in the hand
and the other in the neck,” he says. “But they
are still alive.”

Just a handful have escaped, but they take
with them the scars and memories of life on
the other side of the law. Gangs are overtak-
ing the minority communities and are rapidly
moving into Anglo communities. They are
only a few blocks from the university at
Paschal High School. A visit to Wendy's or
Kentucky Fried Chicken can bring one face-
to-face with knife-toting or gun-carrying
teens.

As we sit in fear and tremble at reports on
television about gang violence in the area, we
are asked to forgive this handful of teers who
have escaped.

“] want to go to the college and see the
campus,” says Beetlejuice, another ex-gang
member who laughs and insists that he
doesn’t know why they call him that.

Beetlejuice says he wants to go to college
and “major in something,” but he is not sure
what. He graduated from high school last
year.

Of the five youths at the table, at least two
want to go to college. They share all sorts of
bonds: they all speak fluent Spanish, they are
all ex-gang members, and they all want to
make lots of money.

“I would like to be rich,” Beetlejuice says
as he leans back in a black plastic chair.

Gangs are not a crisis isolated to the north
side or Fort Worth. Gang violence has
erupted all over the world.

Chico, 16, says he used to run with gangs
when he lived in Mexico.

Today, there are Hispanic gangs, black
gangs, Asian gangs and white gangs. There
are gangs of females and black gangs with

white members. No race or sex is immune to
the lure of the gangs.

“Gang members get more attention from
the gangs than from their families,” says
Toby, another supervisor at the center. “Their
gang is their family.”

Toby is an ex-gang member, but he says
that was in “another life.” He talks about the
kids and then veers off and tells us about his
gang experiences. He catches himself and
turns back to the kids.

Toby is the kind of man who evokes admi-
ration without realizing it. He talks about the
center like it is his home, the guys like they
are his own children. Toby, Rebecca and
Harvey — the supervisors — all want help at
the center.

One can’t resist Tomas’s eyes when he
looks at you and says he wants to be shown
around the university campus. One can
hardly ignore Ricardo, who peeks in the win-
dows of the dance studio throughout the
interview.

Ricardo, Rebecca and Toby tell me, gets
As and Bs in school, but he refuses to read or
write. Ricardo came and talked to me after
the interview was over. He told me he knew
all the gangs in the area and would make a list
of them for me while he was in school the
next day.

Toby briefed us before the boys came in,
to prepare us for what they would be like. He
gave us tips on how to handle them.

“They don’t want bullshit,” he said
“They’ll take care of you if you take care of
them.”

Simply by sitting, talking and most
importantly listening, we befriended the
boys. Miguel and Chico can’t speak English
well enough to converse with us, but Tomas
translates. Miguel tells me he wants to have
a good job and make money. He looks about
18 or 19, like someone I went to high school
with. He is 27 and makes $8 an hour work-
Ing construction.

1 found myself split by talking with these
boys: how easy to close my mind and ignof¢
them, but just as easy to be captivated by their
sincerity, to believe their confessions and
want to reach out and help

“I want to pass the GED so I can go to col-
lege,” Little Man says. “I want you to help
me pass.”

Harvey and his daughter

Photo: Jessica Mann

gang life to escape a variety of problems

“She desperately wants to live with an
aunt,” said Ted Blevins, Lena Pope Home
executive director. “Her aunt’s home is
structured. In her own home, no one pays
attention to her. She’s lost in her own home.”

The girl exemplifies the need for many
gang members to identify with someone and
their feelings of inadequacy, Blevins said.

“They’re lost and empty,” he said
“They’ve given up on life.”

Gang affiliation is a symptom of the many
social ills that plague much of today’s youth,
an October 1991 Texas Attorney General's
report said. The reasons why juveniles grav-
itate toward gang life are many. Some of the
reasons include poverty, low self-esteem,
unsupervised time, no ethical and value sys-
tem in the home and lack of parental interest.

T'he basic cause of the gang problem is
economic, said Victor Herrera, director of
the City of Fort Worth's Northside Multi-
Purpose Center and Northside Code: Blue
Program.

“The economy is killing us.” Herrera said.
“The middle class is steadily shrinking. Mid-
dle class people are swelling the ranks of the
poor. In 10 to 15 years, we'll have only the
rich and the poor.”

All the traditional avenues the poor used
to escape from poverty are closed because of
the state of the economy, he said.

“The army used to be a way to success for
some of the kids,” Herrera said. “It’s not
open to them anymore. The poor want what
the rich have. The only avenue they have left
is to take what they want.”

il

Little Man fiddles with paper as he talks to reporters
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Gang life and profits of crime provide
many of today’s disadvantaged youth with

money, the necessities of life and a sense of

belonging far beyond the monetary gain, the
attorney general’s report said.

The advertising methods used to market
products that appeal to today s youth have an
enormous effect on gang members an and
youth in general, Herrera said.

“The ads imply that a kid is out if he
doesn’t have the product,” he said. “The kid
1s nothing. Their need to belong, to identify
with something, and lack of money drives
them to take the product from someone who
has it.”

The large number juvenile thefts of starter
or coaches’ jackets and expensive tennis
shoes in Fort Worth is a good example of the
power of the press over the city’s disadvan-
taged youth, he said.

Gangs primarily originate in what sociol-
ogists call the “underclass,” according to the
Attorney General’s report. The underclass
represents a segment of society who are not
only poor, but chronically poor and disad-
vantaged.

Middle class goals and aspirations are vir-
tually unattainable for the underclass youth.
Gang members tend to come from under-
class families plagued by prolonged eco-
nomic decline rather than temporary
hardship. Children from these families face
a bleaker future than their parents, the report
said.

Underclass families burdened by poverty
and a home environment plagued by alcohol
and drug abuse produces many gang mem-
bers because they have no where else to go,
said Joe Cordova, executive director of the
Boys and Girls Clubs of Greater Fort Worth.

Gang membership is limited to specific
ethnic groups, said Blevins.

“The need to belong and the poverty level
are the same for white kids in gangs,” he said.
“The hurt is the same, and they show the
same emptiness like other kids in similar sit-
uations. A gang is a substitute parental role
model for many of them.”

The socioeconomic factors that lead to
gang affiliation in the Asian community mir-
ror those of other parts of Fort Worth, said
Terry Craig, director of the Haltom City
gang intervention program. The problems
Asian youths face are compounded by other
conditions, she said.

“Many Asian gang members are
Amerasian,” Craig said. “Being the children
of American servicemen, they were outcasts

in Vietnam. They weren’t allowed to associ-
ate with other Vietnamese, much less get an
education. Many arrived in the U.S. unable
to read or write. Illiteracy, language barriers,
cultural differences, all make them prime
candidates for the Vietnamese gangs.”

Some juveniles join gangs for the most
basic reason, said Karen Spillman and Chris
Houston, co-directors of Truce, YMCA's
gang intervention program

“They join for the protection the gang
affords,” Spillman and Houston said. “They
don’t want to get beat up by other gang mem-
bers.”

Some community service and youth agen-
cies are attempting to confront the gang
problem with traditional prevention and
intervention methods, Herrera said. Bur-
dened by tradition, the agencies are attempt-
ing to solve gang issues long after they have
become problems, he said.

“The gangs have to be treated like a busi-
ness,” he said. “We have to compete with
them and go out on streets and get their prime
assets, the at-risk kids, the new recruits.”

Community service and youth agencies
must look beyond the traditional prevention
and intervention methods and take their ser-
vices directly into the neighborhood domi-
nated by the gangs, an October 1991 Tarrant
County Citizens Crime Commission report
said.

“We need to cut all the avenues of
approach leading to_the cesspool, the drug
business, that breeds gangs,” Herrera said.
“We need to be out there cutting those
avenues and redirecting the kids who aren’t
hard-core gang members. Once they get into
the gangs, it’s almost too late.”

Some of the traditional youth service
agencies and organizations are failing to
meet the needs of the juveniles most likely to
become gang members, Blevins said.

“The Boy Scouts and similar outreach
programs don’t seem to work,” he said.
“They’re not geared to the needs of the kids
who wind up in gangs. The kids feel com-
pletely inadequate because of economic and
class differences. They feel they don’t
belong in these groups.” )

Many gang members and their associated
crave adultauthority and an adult role model,
Blevins said. Some juvenile outreach pro-
grams make the mistake of using youthful
counselors and leaders, he said. They don’t
fully understand that the juveniles in their

care desperately need parental substitutes,

See Causes, page 7
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Teen-age throwaways tace
troublesome times living

ut

ONn the str

By LISA YONCO
Insight Writer

K:nhr}n. not her real name, 1s wearing an orange
Express shirt and jeans but no shoes. She has long
brown hair and a tan complexion. She left without her
shoes and without her pet rat

Her mother moved a few weeks ago; Kathryn
doesn’t know where

Kathryn, 17, was thrown out of her home with only
the clothes she was wearing and her school books.

Her story 1s similar to that of a number of other
teens. They may know where their parents are. They
may have taken more of their possesions with them
But they were all thrown out of their homes

Thc\c teens are not part of a strange unfamiliar
culture living in a foreign land. They are from the same
neighborhoods in which some students at this univer-
sity grew up. Some may have gone to the same schools
with them, stood in cafeteria lines with them, went to
football games and parties with them

Somewhere along the way, these teens fell out of the
picture

lhey dropped out of school and disappeared from

the neighborhoods

Now, they are living under interstate overpasses or in
the burnt-out shells of old apartment buildings. The
lucky ones find temporary shelter in the homes of their
friends

Thnm aways, the new generation of runaways, are
teens who have been thrown out of their homes and
forced to live on the streets

“They (throwaways) are someone whose family has
stated verbally or through some action that they just
don’t want them anymore,” said Patrick McGee, sys-
tems superintendent of Texas Youth Community, a
juvenile department of corrections center for girls

Of the 18 girls presently in the Willoughby House at
TYC, five are runaways, McGee said. But TYC, like
many other centers and shelters don't differentiate
between those teens who chose to leave and those who
were forced out — those who were thrown away.

Unless the children have actually committed crimes,
they cannot be placed in a detention center, McGee
said. TYC is not a place for parents to put their children
if they have are having trouble with them, he said

Many of the teens living on the streets have not com-
mitted crimes. Many are living on the streets because

S ixteen is about the oldest practi-

cal age where we (the Christ’s Haven staff)

can do anything to help. In nine years we

haven’t had a 17-year-old who has stayed

the entire six months. Realistically, making

them live in this sort of environment is not
the best option.”

KAREN SAMPSON,

Counselor at

Christ's Haven for Children

in Fort Worth

they simply have no choice. They just can’t go home
anymore

Most of the children leave their homes because of
family problems, said Karen Sampson, a counselor at
the Christ’s Haven for Children in Fort Worth.

The haven accepts children ages 5 to 18 (or up to
high school seniors) for a period of six months or more
and provides housing education, clothing, meals and
Christian spiritual care and discipline. Of the runaways
housed at Christ’s Haven, 30 to 40 percent are throw-
aways, she said

Either the children can’t get along with their parents,
or they just have a communication problem, she said.

“Parents have usually put up with the children until
they can’t take them anymore,” Sampson said. “They
see no other alternative but to let them go.”

Oncc these children are on the streets, they are
forced to find not only clothing and food but also shel-
ter and employment on their own. The most essential
thing for them to find is a permanent residence. If they
don’t have a permanent address, they can’t enroll in
school and they can’t find jobs.

“All they have are obstacles,” said an Arlington
woman who has provided shelter and care for four
throwaways, including Kathryn, in the last year. “They
have no transportation to their jobs if they have jobs, no
transportation to school. They become totally isolated
and totally helpless. They can’t eat, and they can’t
mature.”

Kathryn and two other throwaways the Arlington
family provided shelter for went to high school with the
family's youngest child.

Most of the children she has met who are out on the
streets are from middle-class and upper-middle-class
families living in comfortable communities in Arling-
ton and Fort Worth, she said.

The children on the streets face many of the same
problems as homeless and unemployed adults face. The
only difference is the children who are nearing the age
of 18 don’t have very many options, because of state
laws that restrict where they can live.

The Human Services Department restricts child-care
and housing facilities to housing only those under the
age of 18.

If they are over 18, they have
to go to adult homeless shel-
ters, since it is illegal to have
unrelated adults (who aren’t
working for the facility) living
with children, said Kelly
Smith, outreach coordinator for
the Welcome House in Arling-
ton, another shelter for home-
less children

Few of the shelters will
accept older teens because they
feel once they have reached a
certain age little can be done to
help them

“Sixteen is about the oldest
practical age where we (the
Christ’s Haven staff) can do
anything to help,” Sampson
said. “In nine years we haven’t
had a 17-year-old who has
stayed the entire six months
Realistically, making them live
in this sort of environment is
not the best option.”

As a result, children between
the ages of 16 and 18 are usu-
ally forced out into the streets
to live on their own until they
turn 18 and can move into the
adult homeless shelters

I'he teens have no options at
this point and must find alter-
nate means to survive, which
can mean dealing drugs or
prostitution

I he throwaways have

usually been through every sit
uation imaginable, including
sexual abuse by a parent, drug
abuse or mental abuse. The
teens are usually victims of
dysfunctional families who are
suffering through separations,
divorces or other unstable situ
ations

Once the throwaways do
find shelter, they need help
with basic chores like laundry
and cooking, which the Arling-
ton woman said she and her
family try to help with

After Kathryn moved in with
the family, she went back to her house to get her pet
rat

“I stole it back,” she said. “It was the first thing I
have ever stolen in my life.”

The woman and her family have helped her care for
the rat and have paid for veterinary care for it, she said
“The problem is you begin to care for these chil-
dren,” she said. “They become an emotional part of
your family and that is difficult when your family is

dealing with its own problems.”

Thc children are in a difficult position because
they think they have no place to go so they take what-
ever they can find, the Arlington woman said. They
don’t watch television or read the newspapers, so it is
impossible to get in touch with them and let them know
there is a place for them to turn, she said

“All they really need is parents,” she said.

The few who have gone through counseling pro-
grams often find themselves labeled as manic depres-
sive, which opens a new set of problems for these

M y mother does whatever he (my

step-father) tells her to do, so I can't go back
home."

"KATHRYN,"
a throwaway

children, the woman said.

“They are labeled by counselors and then by soci-
ety,” she said. “The signs of psychological illness are
manageable. Anyone raised in such a chaotic household
like most of these children are bound to have some
emotional problems.”

W hat’s worse about the situation is that while
these children are labeled and left out on the streets
without any options or rights, their parents aren’t
labeled as anything — nothing happens to them, the
Arlington woman said.

The blame on the parents is usually minimal,
although there are some incidents when it is clearly the
parent’s influence that has driven the children to this
point, McGee said.

“Mostly it is a communication problem,” Smith said.
“They (parents and children) just don’t know how to
talk to each other anymore. It is never just the kid’s
fault, but they are always the ones who suffer.”

There are some programs designed especially for
runaway teens. The Welcome House is working on
starting peer groups, mall programs and community
centers where the children can get together and talk
about things before they go too far, Smith said.

Several places provide emergency shelter for home-
less teens, like the Bridge in Fort Worth. But these

et

places will only allow the teens to stay for a few weeks
and then they are out on their own.

Most shelters lump runaways and throwaways in to
the same category homeless teens. They fail to real-
ize, however, that throwaways do not have the option
of going back home as some runaways do. Once the
shelters make them leave they are forced back on to the
streets to again look for shelter

K;nhr_\'n said she told her mother she wanted to
come back home but her step-father said she couldn’t.

“My mother does whatever he (her step-father) tells
her to do,” she said. “so I can’t go back home.”

The Arlington woman said the children need more
than just a place to live. She said they also need the
care, nurturing and love only a parent can give.

“The only solution lies in a change of attitude of
what the family is today,” she said. “Society has
changed its attitudes about drunk driving and drug use,
and now they need to change their attitudes about the
responsibility of parents. They are responsible for rais-
ing their children.”

The woman has often had to deal with the parents of
the children who have come to stay with her. After call-
ing the shelters, schools and churches, she often finds
there is no other option but to get in touch with the par-
ents and go from there, she said.

“Parents are usually accusatory,” she said. “They
feel they have to offer lame excuses that don’t hold any
weight. [ try to be understanding. but in the end 1 know
the child is not going to get support or help from their
parents.”

The woman said she has to remind herself when she
takes in throwaways that no matter what she does for
them, it won’t cure them. They are really just “good but
damaged kids” looking for a home and looking for love
and a parent-figure to care for and help them, she said.

The nightmare of the throwaways, unfortunately,
doesn’t ever end. According to a study published in the
Social Service Review in June 1991, “as a consequence
of socialization both at home and on the streets, chronic
runaways might be expected to have a difficult time
adjusting to conventional adult roles.”

The study supported the theory that many chronic
runaways grow up to become homeless adults. As
adults, they tend to show higher rates of criminal
behavior, substance abuse and “other forms of deviant
behavior than the homeless characterized by culturally
normative childhoods,” according to the study.

The study also did not differentiate between throw-
aways and runaways.

Too many of the agencies treat teenage throwaways
— especially those near the age of 18 — as low priori-
ties, the Arlington woman said. Even those who are
willing to help are so overworked that they don’t have
the time to help them, she said.

The plight of the homeless adults and children
cannot be solved overnight, the woman said. The shel-

ters and facilities are all filled to capacity and are all in
dire need of financial aid and volunteers, she said. Few
realize that these children living on the streets are part
of the future of the nation, she said.

“When I'm really frustrated I've thought of putting
an ad in newspaper, ‘Free to good home: One teen-
ager. Needs love, support. In reparable condition,” she
said. “There has got to be somebody who will take
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gang members, the crime commission report
said. Older gang members are recruiting 7-
year-old children to sell drugs and commit
othet crimes, the report said. The children
insulate older gang members from arrest and
identification, the report said.

Forty-four young gang members are
being held in the Tarrant County juvenile
detention center accused of crimes ranging
from minor theft to attempted murder, said
Jerry Wood, assistant director of Tarrant
County’s Juvenile Services.

“Their ages vary from 10 to 16 years old,”
Wood said. “Some of them are habitual
offenders. Four of them are girls. One is an
11-year-old boy who was arrested with a
MAC-10 submachinegun in his possession.”

Juvenile gang crime is no longer just a law
enforcement problem, Andrews said. The
problem starts in the family and parents must
do everything possible to prevent their chil-
dren from being influenced by gangs, he
said.

The root of the gang problem lies in the
failure of parents to educate their children in
the dangers of gang life, Hernandez said.

“Parents don’t pay enough attention to
their kids,” he said. “Kids today have a poor
self-image and no viable alternatives to the
gangs. The gang problem is a result of the
failure of our society. We’re paying the con-
sequences for that failure.”

The Crime Commission report said the
cost to house one juvenile offender in a
Texas Youth Commission facility in 1988
was $93 a day. The daily cost amounted to
$33,945 a year.

N o local or state medical agency main-
tains precise figures on the deaths and
injuries caused by gang-related crime in
Tarrant County, said Johnny Humphreys,
public information specialist for the Fort
Worth Health Department. There is no cen-
tral data bank in Texas or accepted proce-

“K
ids today have a

puor self-image and no viable
alternatives to gangs. The
gang problem is a result of the
failure of our society. We're
paying the consequences for
that failure.”

SGT. JESSE HERNANDEZ,
Fort Worth Police Department

dures for documenting or reporting injuries
or deaths caused by gang-related crime, he
said.

“We simply don’t know if patient injuries
are related to gang crime,” said Drenda Witt,
public information officer for John Peter
Smith Hospital in Fort Worth. “We leave that
to the police. The need to care for the patient
outweighs the cause of the injury.”

A Texas Committee on Economic
Development report said many juvenile gang
gang programs are expensive, but for every
dollar spent for gang intervention and pre-
vention, $4.75 is saved in the cost of reme-
dial education, welfare and crime in the

future.

The cost to Tarrant County will get worse
because the gangs are becoming more
mobile, much more violent and are driven by
the lure of money, Andrews said.

“Unless the whole community gets
involved, we’ll be up to eyeballs in gang-
related crime within 10 years,” he said.
“Gang crime will escalate unless something
is done to stop the ease with which gangs
commit crimes.”

T he Tarrant County District Attorney’s
office is developing proposed legislation that
will stiffen penalties for gang-related crime,
he said.

The gang problem requires a community-
wide intervention effort by all agencies that
deal with juveniles, said Truce co-director
Karen Spillman.

“One of our kids said a gang is a place to
go when your family and no one else wants
you,” said Chris Houston, Truce co-director
and a former Chicago gang member. “Kids
are going to die more often on the streets
because gangs have easy access to guns,
even grenades and explosives. They can get
anything they want on the streets.”

Tarrant County communities must initiate
an aggressive approach to the gang problem
while it is still manageable, Tarrant County
crime commission report said.

“I recently heard that Los Angeles has
about 100,000 gang members,” said Patsy
Thomas, crime commission gang coordina-
tor. “We’ve lost the war out there.”

Blevins said. The youths simply need some-
one to teach them a value and moral system,
he said.

Many of today’s children lack ethical and
moral instruction, the Tarrant County crime
commission report said. Schools must accept
the role of teaching social and moral as well
as academic skills to student, the report said.
Life skills and decision-making programs
build self-esteem and teach students cope
with life, the report said.

One response to the gang problem is
proactive school and neighborhood interven-
tion rather than residential care centers like
the Lena Pope Home, Blevins said.

“Schools and neighborhood associations
need to actively seek out the kids who are
potential gang members,” he said. “Schools
and neighborhood associations need to be
empowered to teach these kids basic life and
coping skills before it’s too late to help
them.”

Short-term residential care and gang inter-
vention programs aren’t working, Cordova
said.

“The kids are going right back to the same
environment they came from,” he said. “The
kids need to be followed from the point of
intervention, their basic needs provided for,
until their lives are turned around, and they
can manage themselves.”

Family value systems have broken down
across the nation, and many institutions
haven’t adjusted or can’t cope with the prob-
lem, said Patsy Thomas, Tarrant County
crime commission gang coordinator.

“Schools and churches should be more
sensitive to their role as social value as well

as academic educators,” Thomas said. “The
failure of schools and churches to meet the
social, physical and spiritual needs of chil-
dren and their families is a common theme
we've developed from interviews with gang
members.”

One of the most stunning characteristics of
many gang members is their spiritual void,
Blevins said.

“When I ask them who they really depend
on in a jam, the answer isn’t God,” he said.
“It’s the gang.”

Juvenile gang members have no goals and
no dreams, Cordova said. They don’t know
what else is beyond life on the streets, he
added. Disadvantaged children need alterna-
tives to the streets that can teach them to be
self-sufficient, he said.

“Gang kids need an environment that
makes them feel good,” Cordova said. “They
need a safe haven where they can get positive
reinforcement and feel good about them-
selves.”

Gang membership and affiliation isn’t a
commonplace response to poverty and social
disadvantages, the Attorney General’s report
said. Gang life is only one result as long as
very poor children run the streets, underclass
conditions undermine the family structure
and the street subculture fills the needs of
very poor children, the report said.

“There’s no such thing as bad kids,” Cor-
dova said. “Their potential is unlimited if
only they’re given a reason to leave the
streets.”

If you see, speak or hear of any evil (or good)
call the Skiff newsroom at 921-7428
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Buckle Up
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Because life is the
greatest gift

Regularly $17.50

Just Brakes will bleed, flush, fill, ad{_fgls{tEand visually
inspect your brake system FREE!

Good at 2858 West Berry, Fort Worth, (817) 927-5787,
or any Just Brakes location.

Coupon must be presented to redeem offer.

$1,500 SCHOLARSHIPS

All undergraduate girls at TCU are eligible!

Just What You Need.
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Get to Know the New ——
Domino’s Pizza’®

Applications available in the Financial Aid Office.
All applications must be returned to the Financial Aid
Office by March 23, 1992

Four $1,500 scholarships will be awarded.

Scholarships provided by AAA football program sales!

MEMBER SERVICE REPRESENTATIVES

The National Association of Private Enterprise (NAPE), NATIONAL
a non-profit organization benefiting small businesses, is .\\‘?'\\( 1\;\}; ION
growing dramatically and currently has the following ENTERPRISE

excellent job opportunities available:

OUTBOUND SPECIALIST
Primary responsibilities involve calling new association members to welcome them to the
organization and explain membership benefits and calling existing members to encourage
Lenewal. Prior sales and computer experience are a plus. Could be a great opportunity for a

NOBODY
KNOWS

] LIKE
28| 1-14. DOMINO'S.
How You Like Pizza At Home.

sales/marketing major. We offer flexible hours for part-time schedules and excellent benefits
for full-time employees.

Delivery areas imited to ensure safe driving ©1991 Domino’s Pizza, Inc
Limited time only Offer may vary Participating stores only

INBOUND SPECIALIST

Duties involve answering membership questions, handling requests of incoming calls, and
performing various office duties as required. Previous computer and customer service experi-
ence would be helpful. Must be able to work part-time hours of 10-2.

Selected candidates will possess excellent communication and telephone skills as well as the
ability to think quickly and speak persuasively with enthusiasm.

MEDIUM DOMINO'S PIZZA WITH UNLIMITED
TOPPINGS! Only $9.99 plustax Call now.

CéA‘zliIéo%(S)! B B0 o MonThwies.

Fri. & Sat.
e
$6", 158"
12" : :1 "
Medium : :Large

If interested in applying, please call 870-1971.

Sex is not always the motivation behind rape or physical assault.
The FBI states that you have a 1 out of 4 chance of being raped or physically
assaulted in your lifetime. And the really sad thing is that 9 out of 10 of you don't
believe it will happen to you... But it will whether you believe it or not. And what's
worse is that you have a chance of preventing rape and physical assault by learning
how to defend yourself, but you haven't.

Shadow Productions has a simple alternative for you. It is a professionally made,’
simple, easy to learn, one hour instructional self-defense video course designed
especially for women.

The videois entitled "Self-Defense for Women." We feel so confident in the ability of
this course to tremendously help you deal with any rape or physical assault situation
that we give a 90 day satisfaction guarantee on the product, so you have nothing to

11
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| Large Pizza is now bigger and|

! lose.
: : : Order Today. . . SEND CHECK OR MONEY ORDER TO|
11 i Feel Safer Tomorrow. . . SELF-DEFENSE FOR WOMEN
NOT VALID WITH ANY OTHER OFFERS Y VALID WITH ANY OTHER OFFERS 6080 HULEN ST.
e T e memed ) R T e | o $2925 SUITE 360-283
Only: ( tax and postage included ) FORT WORTH, TX 76132
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Frogs look to
bash Baylor

By GREG RIDDLE
TCU Daily Skiff

Amid a sea of orange and white,
the fourth ranked Texas Longhorns
stampeded into Fort Worth last
weekend, trampling the second
place TCU Horned Frogs in a three
game sweep, and proving that the
race may be for second - not first -
in the SWC this year.

“l don’t think anybody even

Tennis team reaches new heights

By TY BENZ
TCU Daily Skiff

The TCU men’s tennis team just
keeps getting hotter and hotter.

On March 10, the Intercollegiate
Tennis Coaches Association isssued
its annual rankings and issued the
Frogs their highest ranking ever, sec-
ond.

Coming off a second place finish
in the ITCA/UTSA Indoor Team
Championships, the Frogs upset No.
1 UCLA on the way, and a 9-0 vic-

tory over Baylor, TCU impressed the
ITCA voters enough to gather 192
votes, good for a second ranking
behind Stanford (who beat the Frogs
in the finals).

“This is a new plateu for our pro-
gram,” said TCU head coach Tut
Bartzen. “It’s a nice acknowledge-
ment for the players, and proves that
we are capable of playing at this high
level.”

Senior Tony Bujan led the Frogs in
individual rankings as he cracked the
top ten, while senior Luis Ruette was

ranked 36th. Bujan and Ruette also
play doubles together and received a
ranking of 10th.

TCU protects its number two rank-
ing when it hosts New Mexico today
at the Mary Potishman Laird Tennis
Center at 2:00.

The Lobos were ranked in the top
20, but dropped out after a poor
showing in the Indoor Champi-
onships.

“They are a good team, and it
should be a tough match for us,”
Bartzen said.

thought twice about the Texas series
the next day,” said TCU Coach
Lance Brown. “They're playing
extremely well right now. We're
the kind of team that has to play
good to win. Texas can have a bad
day and still beat you. We have to
put this behind us and concentrate
on Baylor.”

, T'he Frogs will travel to Waco for
a 7 p.m. game Friday and a double-
header beginning at 2 p.m. Satur-
day. Friday night’s game will be the
first night game in Baylor history

['he Bears just took two out of
three games from the Texas A&M
Aggies last weekend to raise their
record to 13-9 and 5-7 in the SW(

“We will use these next couple of

e 3
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TCU tennis team members work out before this weekend's
matches against New mexico

Cumv Wnrship with Us

at Trinity Lutheran Church. We are located across

Shock Your
. Parents This
Spring Break...

.Save Money.

Right now Harold's has some special savings perfect for your
Spring Break plans. What a nice surprise for Mom & Dad...
actually saving some money over the break!

g . 0 “ N "¢ Jistrict ¢ s corner i -
weeks to evaluate where we're at from th ultural Distriet at the corner of Mont

right now,” Coach Brown said
“We will try some different line

ups and do a little experimenting

before we settle on a fixed lineup for

gomery and Camp Bowie. For transportation needs
call the church office at |

732-1439
T rinity

the second half of the season.’
Hitting has been the key to TCU’s
The Frogs cur
rently have a team batting average
of .388
Second baseman Beto Garza

I-ulhwrun Churc'h

3621 Tulsa Way, Fort Worth 76102

success this year

Gongora has led the way witha 415 ThIS FTIdOU Qnd SQtUI’dOV
batting average, and a team high
four home runs and 15 RBI's In the cool
Pitching will be the key, not only

against Baylor, but for the rest of the Basementlounge

season. Glenn Dishman, Kelly
Johns and Reid Ryan will once WS LADES
again be the Frogs starters when Shaken not Stirred PLEATED TWILL SHORTS.....coccocec $1490 | COTTON KNITS..ocmmn $29.90-39.90
they take to the mound in Waco ) : :
Old School khaki shorts, originally $39.50 Seasonal long sleeve favorites, values to $58
[]EEP ELLUM SOLID KNITS $1990 | SHORT SKIRTS:cimmsrmsmmsins FROM $59.90
; i - E 100% cotton knits, big selection of colors! Were $35 Variety of popular spring fabrics, were $88 to $98
STUDENTS : PRINTED KNITS $39.90 | LONG SKIRTS $69.90
) Big savings on our most popular prints! Were $49.50 Harolds exclusive printed linen, originally $98
$9.25 400 Main Street COTTON SWEATERS....ccuu $29.90-99.90 | JACKETS $119.90-219.90
PT Openings in Retail 1 Downtown Fort Worth Savings on both vests & handknits, were $49.50 to $I55 Silk and wool crepe, originally from $I75 to $298
Flex. Around Classes Curious George 339.9039 SWIM TRUNKS..cvovmssmsns $3250-35 | SHORTS $44.90-11990
Call for Appt i \ ) Summer neccessities, now at great pre=season prices! Includes silk and rayon crepe, were $58 to $I48
il GIRBAUD JEANS $4490 | SPRING SWEATERS.wcummmmsesmisons 30% OFF

Five-pocket, 1009 cotton denim jeans, reduced from $56
OLD SCHOOL CAPS
Twill and wool styles with fully adjustable headband.

Colorful cotton handknit sweaters, values to $I98
$20

SFF Classilieds

(Employment) ( Typing ) ( Typing ) ( Typing ) (" Misc

Budget TERMPAPERS R ep rts MATH
Camp Bowie studio Word TYPED ON TIME Manuscripts TUTOR
needs instructors for Processing Lasar Printed , Rt Letters, Resumes Call 926-3569
Ballroom C&W, elc 20 % Student Orders and Credit Printed on Lasar —
Perm Part-time, will Discount on all typing Cards Accepted Printer. Call 34¢ STATISTICS
train, 737-6363 738-5040 Serving TCU since| 8166 TUTOR UNIVERSITY PARK VILLAGE

Processing Etc 1986. One block from Fine Print Elementary/
Home telemarketers w 0 r d TCU in NCNB Bank Wordprocessing Business Statistics
needed. Ad sales Processing/Typing Bldg 294-4194. $2/pg 926-3569
817-540-2079 or 735-4631 ACCURACY + Rush Extra

214-263-6358 PLUS 926-4969 Typing Services

924-6324

Typing/Word pro
cessing. Call anytime

924-4729

TRAFFIC TICKETS
defended but only In
Arlington, Fort Worth, and
elsewhere in Tarrant County

No promises as 1o results
Any fine and any cour! cosls are no!
Included on fee for legal representation

JAMES R. MALLORY |

Attorney st Law
3024 Bandage Ave
Fort Worth, TX 761091793

924-3236

Not cerified by Texas Boord of Legol Specializaton

LIQUID
ASSETS.

=

&

i
|
\

Y

For more information coll (817)335-6147 ‘

Shake 'em up at the golf course in a pair of print shorts from Harold's!

Now, get a break on our enti i lecti ith this $10 Gi
Classic patterns, like this foulard, printed on cool 100% cotton! Only $45! & ot Dot i

Check! Just cut it out and bring it into Harold's! See you there!




