
Retired TCU band 
director celebrated 

Leon Breeden, TCU alum- 
nus and former director of 
TCU bands, will be celebrated 
at the TCU Wind Symphony 
concert at 7:30 p.m. Monday 
in Ed Landreth Hall 
Auditorium when a special 
performance of Breeden's 
"Cowtown U.S.A." will be 
presented SO years after 
Breeden wrote it. 

Gregory Clemons, director 
of bands, said "Cowtown 
U.S.A." was written while 
Breeden was the director of 
bands at TCU in 1948. The 
march premiered on a live 
national radio broadcast on 
August 6. 1948, while he was 
still the band director. 

Breedon, retired emeritus 
professor of music, was the 
band director at the University 
of North Texas for many years 
following his years at TCU, 
Clemons said. UNThas gained 
its international glory under 
the leadership of Breedon, 
Clemons said. 

"The University of North 
Texas ... has an inherited repu- 
tation for having the finest jazz 
program in the world," he said. 
"It is this huge program and 
basically most of that develop- 
ment took place while Leon 
Breeden was the director of 
bands for UNT in the late 
'50s." 

Clemons said the concert 
on Monday evening will end 
with Breeden's "Cowtown 
U.S.A."; Breeden and his wife 
are expected to be in the audi- 
ence for the performance 
along with one of the other 
composers whose work is 
being performed at the con- 
cert, he said. 

Clemons will be conducting 
the concert along with Daniel 
Wilhelm, graduate conducting 
associate of band. 

Coming Out Day will 
be celebrated Monday 

Programming Council's 
Multicultural Committee will 
co-program, along with TCU 
Triangle and the TCU Allies, a 
program for National Coming 
Out Day on Monday in the 
Student Center Lounge. 

Roscoe Compton, TCU 
Triangle vice president and a 
sophomore premajor, said the 
11 a.m. program will include a 
forum with people telling their 
coming-out stories. 

"It will give people a feeling 
of what it's like to come out," 
he said. "It gives people in the 
closet a sense that someone 
went through the same thing 
they're going through." 

Compton said Barnes & 
Noble Bookstore will display 
different books explaining gay, 
lesbian and bisexual issues at 
the event. 

"It's for people to read and 
get a better understanding of 
what it's like to be homosexu- 
al," he said. "People can see 
that we're just normal, every- 
day people." 

Effects of music on 
our society studied 

The American 
Musicological Society's 
Southwest chapter meeting 
will be held from 9 a.m. to 5 
p.m. Saturday in the Walsh 
Center for Performing Arts 
PepsiCo Recital Hall. 

R. Michael Meckna, a pro- 
fessor of music, said the pre- 
sentations on Saturday will 
allow people to learn about 
the relationship between 
music and society — past and 
present 

"The basic thing about 
music scholarship as opposed 
to performing music is that you 
find out how music shapes and 
reflects society," Meckna said. 
"That's what all of these peo- 
ple are going to be doing in 
one way or another." 

Some of the presentations to 
be given at the meeting of 
music historians will range 
from lectures such as "Black 
Women and Negro Spirituals 
— Culture and Composition" 
and "Problems of Genre and 
Gender in Mozart's Scena 
'Miser! o sogno, o son desto?" 
to "Music and Power at the 
Court of Louis XIV." 

Meckna said he expects 40 
to SO music historians from 
Texas, Oklahoma and Arkansas 
to attend the meeting. 

Registration begins at 8:30 
a.m. Sessions are free and open 
to the public. 
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PC faces the competition 
♦ TCU controls most of 
its programming, while 
others contract out. 

By Joaquln Harrara 
STAFF REPORTER 

Pearl Jam or U2 invading TCU's 
campus would be the dream of 
many a TCU student. So why isn't 
the opportunity to scream for Eddie 
Vedder or Bono afforded to the 
everyday TCU student? 

Programming Council, the por- 
tion of the Student Government 
Association that handles programs 

and activities, has already planned 
numerous events this year, from 
Hispanic Heritage Month to the 
"Punt the Chicken" con 
tests before the foot- 
ball games. 
Student 

Government 
Association       Vice 
President for 
Programming Carl Long, 
a junior political science 
major, said PC tries to bal- 
ance both big-name events with ~c 

the traditional programs the TCU 
community is accustomed to. 

Last year, PC brought the Indigo 
Girls to Fort Worth. Ticket sales 

and promotions were handled 
through PC. 

PC's   budget   runs 
just   over   $145,000, 
which amounts to 60 

percent of the money 
collected from stu- 

dent government 
fees. It concentrates 

on nine areas that make 
up its committees: Concerts, 

Family  Weekend, Films, Fine 
Arts,      Forums,      Homecoming, 
Multicultural,  Special  Events  and 

Howdy Week. The money is dis- 
persed between these nine commit- 
tees based on each committee's 
annual budget proposals. 

Long said dividing the $145,000 
that PC gets from student fees 
allows for diversity with each event 
because nine different committees 
decide what to do with their own 
money. 

Most of the committee leaders on 
the PC executive board are in the 
position to gain experience in all 
aspects of putting on a program. 
Long said. PC traditionally does not 
employ outside businesses or pro- 

moters to handle (he programming. 
In order to effectively observe 

PC's role on TCU's campus, it's 
necessary to see what other pro- 
gramming organizations at other 
universities are doing and the role 
they play on their campus. 

University of Texas 
at Arlington 

EX-CEL. UTA's programming 
organization, develops many of the 
university's student programs. 
However, it is not in charge of uni- 
versity-wide   programs,   such   as 

Please see PC, Page 5 
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Members of Air Force ROTC play ultimate Frisbee Thursday afternoon. Participants learned team work, cama- 
raderie and attention to detail. 

Housing 
complex 
discussed 

where you 

live 
By Sylvia Carrizales and Joaquln Harrara 
STAFF REPORTERS 

This is the third in a series of stories examining present 
and future housing options for the TCU eomnumit\. 

Pedestrian traffic, sufficient fencing and security, zon- 
ing and parking were concerns voiced at a meeting of 
property owners and residents in the area where TCU 
plans to build a $12.5 million housing complex for Brite 
Divinity and graduate students. 

Don Mills, vice chancellor for student affairs, said the 
meeting's goal was to hear what neighborhood residents 
had to say about the project, which is scheduled to begin 
construction in March 1999. Construction is planned to 
last 12 months. 

"We don't want to do anything that might cause dam- 
age to the (neighborhood)," Mills said. "We're making 
a serious commitment to both our students and the com- 
munity." 

Representatives from Linbeck-Biddison Hici. the con- 
struction company for the project, and F&S Partners, an 
architectural firm in Dallas, were present to answer ques- 
tions about the building's structure and construction. 

After Mills presented floor plans and a map of the pro- 
posed complex, questions were taken from the crowd. 

Anne Quevreaux, a TCU alumna who resides on 
Merida Avenue, was concerned about the fencing between 
her house and the complex. 

"I really would like to see a a 20-fool fence w ith h;irbed 

Please see HOUSING, Page 6 

Campus centers help with depression 
♦ Anonymous screen- 
ing sessions, treatments 
available to students. 

By Robyn Barthalamy 
STAFF REPORTER 

An eraser so you can make all of 
your mistakes disappear. 

A marble in case someone says, 
"You've lost all of your marbles." 

A hug and kiss to remind you 

that someone, somewhere,  cares 
about you. 

These are among some of the items 
offered by the TCU Counseling 
Center in honor of National 
Screening for Depression Day on 
Thursday. The TCU Alcohol and 
Drug Education Center, the TCU 
Counseling Center and the Women's 
Resource Center teamed up to make 
students aware of the signs and 
effects of depression by offering free 

anonymous screening sessions, and 
the free screenings will continue 
throughout the next week. 

"We wanted to give something to 
the students with a positive outlook." 
said peer counselor Marianne. 
Graham. "It was a way to break the 
ice and introduce the Counseling 
Center." 

Depression is the most common 
and treatable mental illness. One in 
10 men and one in four women will 

experience it during their lifetime, 
according to a report released by the 
American Psychiatric Association. 
Nearly 90 percent of all those suffer- 
ing from the illness can be treated. 

"Depression isn't just feeling blue 
and sad," Graham said. "It can occur 
at any age. gender or race." 

Clinical psychologist John 
Schuster from the Counseling Center 
said any student still interested in the 
screening can continue to stop by for 

the services through next week. 
"We had a considerable amount of 

students utilize the services," 
Schuster said "I think that many peo- 
ple mighl not have known about the 
screenings, and they are still welcome 
to come in." 

Students are often intimidated by 
the Counseling Center. Graham said. 
The center is available to all members 

Please see DEPRESSION, Page 4 

Lower LSAT 
Proposal reduces test's weight 
By Blanca E. Rejo 
STAFF REPORTER 

TCU students attempting to enter 
law school may feel less pressure in 
the future if the Texas House of 
Representatives successfully passes a 
new proposal. 

The proposal, led by the Higher 
Education Committee, would reduce 
the weight of the Legal Scholastic 
Aptitude Test given in law school 
admissions. 

The recommendation sprung for- 
ward after, the 1996 Hopwood vs. 
Texas court decision. The ruling of 
this case ceased the consideration of 
race or ethnicity in admissions proce- 
dures in federally funded colleges 
and universities in states under the 
U.S. Court of Appeals for the Fifth 
Circuit,   which   includes   Texas, 

Louisiana and Mississippi. 
Donald Jackson, a professor of 

political science and prelaw advisor, 
said the issue is whether admission to 
law school should be based solely on 
the index number compiled of GPA 
and LSAT scores, without regard to 
affirmative action. 

He said some people would argue 
that the index score represents an 
index of merit. 

The problem with that. Jackson 
said, is that GPAs aren't identical 
across schools and majors. A 4.0 GPA 
in chemistry may not mean the same 
thing as a 4.0 GPA in elementary edu- 
cation, he said. 

James Riddlesperger, a professor 
of political science and an associate 
pre-law adviser, said while GPAs 

Please see LSAT, Page 6 
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Yushau Sodiq, an associate professor of religion 
studies, finds that prayer and family are two of the 
most Important aspects of life. 

Inspired by 
knowledge 
By Talla S. Dancer 
STAFF REPORTER 

After a typical day of teaching classes. Yushau 
Sodiq, associate professor of religious studies at TCU, 
answers his e-mail messages from students, friends and 
fellow colleagues, but on this sunny afternoon in 
October, he used some of his spare time to talk about 
his transition from Africa to America. Wearing a plain 
polo shirt and gray slacks, with no shoes or socks, he 
leaned back in his recliner to relax. Then he explained 
how naturalism and simplicity is the key to life in 
Africa. 

At the age of 35, Sodiq moved to America — leav- 
ing his wife and three children at home in Nigeria — ail 
for the pursuit of knowledge. 

He said one of his ambitions is to get as much knowl- 
edge as he can, and in return, he would give something 
back by teaching his people in Nigeria the best of what 

Pleas* see SODIQ, Page 5 
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Announcements of campus events, public meetings and other general 
campus information should be brought to the TCU Daily Skiff office at 
hioudy Building South, Room 291, mailed to TCU Box 298050 or e- 
mailed to skiffletters@tcu.edu. Deadline for receiving announcements is 
2 p.m. the day before they are to run. The Skiff reserves the right to edit 
submissions for style, taste and space available. 

SPANISH AND LATIN AMERICAN STUDIES DEPARTMENT 
will hold a get-acquainted social for major/ minor students from 4-5 p.m. 
today in Reed Hall Room 214. Call the department office at 257-7366. 

FACULTY/STAFF APPRECIATION DAY from 4-5:45 p.m. Oct. 
10 at Amon Carter Stadium beside Frog Alley. A meal will be served. 

TCU TRIANGLE will show 'Tales of the City" at 5 p.m. Oct. 11 at 
the Wesley Foundation. 

CATHOLIC COMMUNITY Sunday Mass will be at 7:30 p.m. 
Sunday in the Student Center Ballroom 

CHI DELTA MU will meet for lunch at noon Oct 12 in Student 
Center Rooms 205 and 206. Open to students and faculty. The $5 cost 
can be put on a meal card. 

RONALD E. MCNAIR SCHOLARS SYMPOSIUM will be at 11 
a.m. Oct. 13. Scholars will make presentations and attendees will find out 
more about the program. Call Yolanda at 257-7946 if planning to attend. 

GOSPELFEST (fourth annual) will be Oct. 15-17 to allow people to 
come together to praise God. Call Nicole Edwards of the Word of Truth 
Gospel Choir at 257-3805. 

WASHINGTON INTERNSHIPS for fall 1999 are available in the 
political science department for all majors. 

DISCOUNT TICKETS AVAILABLE at the Student Center 
Information Desk for area activities including movie theaters, the Fort 
Worth 2/oo, bus passes and dining dollars. Call 257-7927. 

GOLDEN KEY NATIONAL HONOR SOCIETY information 
tables will be available from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. Oct. 12-14 in the Student 
Center. Deadline for new members to rum in their forms is Oct. 30. 

GRADUATE AND PROFESSIONAL SCHOOL DAY will be from 
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Oct. 20 in the Student Center Lounge. 

4.600 

/~~>\ • if fcteulfuiH: C.II 251-7000, exiounon 6274. RaM m 
I        I   r frr S.sflpanemesler 
^*4rW     111 Mllhal ■«*■■■ Bo* 298030, Fort Worth. Tcxaa 76129. 

1|%    III LoaitoA: Moudy Building South Room 291 
K^/k V11I ;wjs ft University Dnve Fort Worth. IX 76109 

Sine* 1902 Owcwy eXaMbution: Newspapers are available ftec 
on campus, limit one pet person. For additional copies con 

The TCt Mnlv skiff » an official student publication of tact the Skiff office. 
Tanas Christian University, produced by students of TCU 
and sponsored by the |ouma!ism department It operates Malnnumber 0(17) 257-7428 
under the polKiesof the Student Publications Committee, Fas   .257-7133 
composed ot representative* from the student body, staff, AJverusinK/Clossified 257-7426 
faiults and administration The Muff is published Tuesday Business Manages 257.6274 
itin IL,.|I Friday during fall and spring semesters except student Publication* Director .257-6556 
finals week and holidays The Skiff is a mtsmber of The E-mail  skiffW-nm^tcsfJ^lu 
Assssoausd Press., Website .. bnp/rvvwwskdltcuedu'skiff 

In The News... 
World 
Portuguese novelist awarded 
Nobel Literature Prize 

STOCKHOLM, Sweden —- Portuguese nov- 
elist Jose Saramago, an outspoken noncon- 
formist who has a soft spot for the common 
man, was named the winner of the 1998 Nobel 
Literature Prize on Thursday. 

Saramago's exuberant imagination and play- 
fulness have made him one of Portugal's most 
popular contemporary writers, and his works 
have been translated into more than 20 lan- 
guages. 

"I'm personally very happy," the writer said 
Thursday in Frankfurt, Germany, where he was 
attending a book fair. "I'm also happy for my 
country." 

The Swedish Academy said it gave the 
award to Saramago for work that "with para- 
bles sustained by imagination, compassion and 
irony continually enables us to apprehend an 
elusory reality." 

"He invokes tradition in a way that in the 
current state of things can be described as rad- 
ical," the Academy said in the citation for the 
$978,000 prize. 

Saramago, 75, wrote his breakthrough novel 
in 1982, "Baltasar and Blimunda." Perhaps his 
best-known work is "The Stone Raft," in 
which the Iberian Peninsula breaks off from 
Europe for supernatural reasons and floats off 
into the Atlantic. 

Nation 

House vote results in proceeding 
with impeachment inquiries 

WASHINGTON — The House triggered an 
open-ended impeachment inquiry against 
President Clinton on Thursday in a momentous 
vote cast in the shadow of midterm elections. 
Thirty-one Democrats joined majority 
Republicans in increasing the peril for the 
embattled chief executive. 

The 258-176 vote opened the way for 
nationally televised impeachment hearings 
later this year, with possible witnesses ranging 
from independent counsel Kenneth Starr to 
Monica Lewinsky, Linda Tripp and other cen- 
tral characters in the sex-and-cover-up drama 
that has commanded the nation's attention for 
nine months. 

Clinton becomes the third president to face 
serious impeachment prospects. Andrew 
Johnson was impeached by the House in 1868 
but remained in office after the Senate fell one 
vote shy of forcing his removal. Richard 
Nixon resigned in 1974 rather than face 
impeachment over Watergate. 

"I do not think that we want to settle for less 
than the whole truth," said Rep. Henry Hyde, 

Rill, the man at the controls of the inquiry. To 
the nation watching on television — as well as 
to openly skeptical Democrats sitting across 
the aisle in the House chamber — he pledged 
fairness in the months ahead. 

"Too much hangs in the balance for us not to 
rise above partisan politics," said the Judiciary 
Committee chairman. 

At the White House, press secretary Joe 
Lockhart said the proceedings in the 
Republican-controlled House had become 
"infected with politics and partisanship. ... As 
we move forward, we will work with the com- 
mittee, and we hope that the process becomes 
more fair because I think that's what the 
American public expects and deserves," he 
said. 

House Democrats argued in vain for an 
inquiry limited to Starr's evidence, to be 
wrapped up by Dec. 31. 

"We're all profoundly hurt by what the pres- 
ident has done," said Democratic leader 
Richard Gephardt of Missouri. "Bi't this inves- 
tigation must be ended fairly and quickly. It 
has hurt our nation and it's hurt our children. 
We must not compound the hurt." 

Hubble telescope uses infrared to 
view star galaxies from far away 

WASHINGTON — The faintest and most 
distant objects ever sighted — galaxies of stars 
more than 12 billion light years away — have 
been detected by an infrared camera on the 
Hubble Space Telescope. 

The sighting penetrates for the first time to 
within about 1 billion light years of the very 
beginning of the universe^ astronomers said, 
and shows that even at that very early time 
there already were galaxies with huge families 
of stars. 

"This is new territory," said Lisa Storrie- 
Lombardi, an astronomer at the Carnegie 
Observatories in Pasadena, "We didn't really 
know what we would see." 

"We are seeing farther than ever before," 
said Rodger I. Thompson, a University of 
Arizona astronomer and the principal 
researcher in the study. "We have not reached 
the edge (of the universe), but we have made a 
step into a new area." 

Thompson and his team focused an infrared 
instrument on the Hubble on a narrow patch of 
the sky that had been previously photographed 
in visible light. The instrument detected about 
100 galaxies that were not seen in the visible 
light and 10 of these were at extreme distance. 

Social Security officials mistake 
West Virginian's death again 

CHARLESTON, W.Va. — Rosie Nelson is 
dead again, and she's sick of it. 

Her daughter, Donna Lappert, received a 
familiar call Monday from the bookkeeping 

department at the bank where Nelson deposits 
her Social Security check. 

The U.S. Treasury, relying on false informa- 
tion that Nelson is dead, had asked the bank to 
return her Social Security money for the third 
time in four months. 

Social Security officials told Nelson on June 
21 that she was dead. She showed up in person 
to prove otherwise, and her benefits were 
restored. 

Eight days later, Social Security killed her 
again. The problem was fixed, only for Nelson, 
64, to be killed off a third time. 

"I don't know if I'm not easy to kill," she 
said. "Or maybe it's that I just refuse to die." 

Cathy Noe, a spokeswoman for the Social 
Security Administration, said she was looking 
into the problem. 

Nelson is exhausted from battling with fed- 
eral bureaucrats. 

"I can't take it no more," she said. "I'm just 
sitting here boo-hooing." 

City 
Longhorn sculpture in downtown 
Fort Worth receives 'sex change' 

DALLAS — An early morning surgical 
squad has removed an appendage from a life- 
size, vine-covered sculpture in downtown Fort 
Worth of a longhorn that was more anatomi- 
cally correct than officials desired. 

"We had requested a steer. We got a bull. We 
just felt like the real focus should be on the 
topiary and not what sex it is," Roland Mackie, 
general manager for Sundance Square 
Management, said Wednesday after the sex- 
change operation. 

The $4,000 sculpture quickly became a topic 
of conversation after it was put in place about 
two weeks ago, across the street from a gen- 
der-neutral horse-and-wrangler topiary that is 
popular with tourists. 

There was no doubt about the longhorn's 
gender. 

"I was downtown this weekend, and I 
walked up to it and said, 'Wow, that's a long- 
horn bull,"' said Fort Worth City Council 
member Jim Lane. "He certainly had the right 
equipment." 

Others, too, paused to look. 
"We were wondering if we were the only 

ones who noticed," said M.W. Floyd, a Fort 
Worth police officer who patrols the Sundance 
Square area on horseback. 

"All I know is, one day it was a bull, and 
now it's a cow," said his partner, officer AD. 
Simmons. 

These stories are from The Associated Press. 
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OLDEST SPORTS BAR IN TOWN 
499? CAMP BOWIE 
TCU does not encourage the consumption o( alcohol   If you do consume alcdhoT, you should 
so responsibly, and you should never drive after dnnking. 

Busers * Wait Staff 
Hostess * Kitchen Staff 

This is your opportunity to step into a new level of Quality 
and Consistency. A fun place to work with a great potential 

for earnings. Flexible Hours, Dynamic training. 
Apply Mon. - Sat. 2-5 p.m. 
3020 S. Hulen, Fort. Worth 

UNWANTED HAIR ft? 
Men & Women can now rid their bodies of 

unwanted hair...anywhere ! 
Z'hanks to EpiLight* tjou will never again need to endure painful tedious 

electrolysis, tweezing. waning or shaving. With this technological breakthrough, 
hair can b gently removed with just a flash of light' Whether on the face, back, legs 
or sensitive arqas like bikini lines, EpiLighU, safely - and effectively - eliminates 
stubborn annoying hairs by impairing hair regrowth with an ultra pulsed light, but 
without damaging ad|acent skin 

 Student Discounts are available with TCU l-D. 
For a COMPLIMENTARY Appointment CALL TODA Y  (817) 335-4752 

£a ?dw»e- Qiu. 1M. I HEALTH WISE • TEXAS 

800 Eigtiin Avenue. Suite 336 - Fort Worth 
V.ral Our Wats Sae   rritp "svass lalormacrac com 
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If you can't play with the big 
frogs, then stay on the porch. 

Sigma Kappa 
supports the TCU football 

team. 
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v Texas v. OU 
but how about those FROGS! 

• ALL SUITS - 1/2 OFF 
• ALL SUMMER SHIRTS - 1/2 OFF 

TUXEDO SPECIAL 

REGULAR- $450 

NOW- $289.90 
FREE CORNY DOGS AND REFRESHMENTS! 

SATURDAY. OCT. 10 

Tanglewood Village on Hulen        4516 Hartwood 
927-8722 

FROGS!! 
Please, 

Don't Drink <& Drive 

TCU Athletics 
HyperFrogs 

Get it, Bring it, Swing it!!! 
Cheer on the Frogs this Saturday! 

EMPLOYMENT 
CRUISE & LAND • 
TOUR EMPLOYMENT 
Excellent earnings and 
benefits potential. 
World Travel to 
Hawaii, Mexico, 
Caribbean. Ask us 
howl (517)336-4228 
ext. G58351.  
Make $1200 
Working only 8 hours a 
week. Call nowl 
(817)514-6907 

Metabolite (TM356) 
Natural diet and ener- 
gy supplement. Call 
Sue Ann (817) 516- 
8284, Independent 
Distributor; Distributors 
Wanted  
Serious Income 
Potential. Represent 
major public utility. No 
telemarketing. Flexible 
hours. 24-hour record- 
ed message. 
(817) 355-4644 
GOODPAYI Specialty 
retail store now hiring 

full / part time stock 
person 10-6 Monday 
through Friday. 
Domain XCIV 
For more information 
call us at (817) 336- 
1994.  
Winn-Dixie Pharmacy 
technician. No experi- _ 
ence needed. Apply at 
8th Ave. Winn-Dixie. 
Call (817) 924-8485. 
Earn $1200 fast. 
Recorded Informa- 
tion at 1 -800-699- 
1326. 

WANTED 
WILL PAY YOU TO 
LOSE WEIGHT 
•100% Natural 
*Dr. Recommended 
'Guaranteed 
•Call Today: 
1-888-554-4093 
Young healthy non- 
smoking women need- 
ed for egg donation 
program. Excellent 
compensation for time. 
540-1197. 
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editorial 

FROGS WANT STARS 
We want big-name bands, not small acts 

We want concerts — not small unknown acts, but big- 
name acts that will actually draw a crowd and get students 
excited about attending a campus event. 

Student Government Association Vice President for 
Programing Carl Long said the goal of PC is to give stu- 
dents experience in all aspects of coordinating concerts 
and special events. PC doesn't contract with promoters 
such as ticket agencies; thus, all tickets and negotiations 
are handled through TCU. While the idea is good, it 
restricts what PC can provide to the student body. 

College is a great place for a small band to get started, 
but welcoming only unknown, local acts is a disservice to 
the whole population. 

Sure we won't be able to hold the big names on our 
campus as our space is limited, but that doesn't mean we 
can't bring them to our city. Organizers who bring big- 
name concerts to Fort Worth independently don't usually 
know what college students really want, nor do they know 
what kind of money we can afford to shell out to see our 
favorite bands. .' 

The Coca-Cola Starplex is great, but it doesn't exactly 
provide for the memories like the ones our parents have of 
intimate college concerts performed by favorite bands. 

Programming Council would do well to work toward 
bringing us those memories. If they could combine the 
atmosphere of the Aardvark with a national band more 
often, and offer it at a reasonable price, TCU students 
would dredge their apathetic selves away from the 
Starplex and be more of a community. 

TCU    DAILY 

Skiff 
An Alt-American Newspaper 
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the view of the TCU Daily Skiff editorial board. 
Signed letters, columns and cartoons represent the 
opinion of the writers and do not necessarily 
reflect the opinion of the editorial board. 

LKTTKRS TO THK KDITOK: The Skiff welcomes letters to the editor for publication. Letters 
must he typed, double-spaced, signed and limited to 250 words. To submit a letter, bring 
it to the Skiff. Moudy 291S. mail it to TCU Box 298050, fax it to 257-7133 or e-mail it to 
skifflettersCtftcu.edu. They must include the author's classification, major and phone num- 
ber. The Skiff reserves the right to edit or reject letters for style, taste and si7£ restrictions. 

Editor in Chief 
Managing Editor 

Advertising Manager 
Campus Editor 

Assistant Campus Editor 
Copy Desk Chief 

Design Editor 
Entertainment Editor 

Opinion Editor 
Sports Editor 
Sports Editor 
Photo Editor 

Web Editor 
Production Coordinator 

Production Manager 
Business Manager 

Student Publications Director 
Journalism Department Chairman 

Michael Bryant 
Brenda Schulte 
John Weatherty 
Beth Wilson 
Amy Tubbesing 
Erin Brinkman 
Gretchen Crabb 
Mitch Youngbtood 
SheriAnn R. Spicer 
Wendy Bogema 
Joel Anderson 
Reagan Duplisea 
KirkShinkle 
Anne Drabtcky 
Tom Urquhart 
Bitsy Faulk 
Eva Rumpf 
Anamha Babbili 

Ui^Sueljftfr^/T.s 

Missed classes add up, waste cash 
Tommy Thomason, associate 

professor of journalism and 
acting chairman of the depart- 

ment, says, "Education is the one 
thing that you ^^^^^^^^^^ 
pay for and ——-—^~~~_— 

hope you don't Commentary 
get." Isn't this 
true? If you 
were at a 
movie theater 
and the manag- 
er turned the 
electricity off 
10 minutes 
before the end HMNDON 
of the  movie HASTY 
because he *****^**^**^**^ 
thought    he'd 
let you go a little early, you'd give a 
completely different reaction than if 
that manager were your professor and 
that theater were a classroom. 

It doesn't make you a bad person, 
just a student. You're acting on a sub- 
conscious impulse buried deep in 
your psyche somewhere near your 
Oedipus complex. 

However, liking the idea of getting 
out of class early and skipping class 
completely are two different things. 

True, both have the same effects, but 
there's one big difference: What you 
get out of the class you attend. 

Classes are here to teach you skills 
other than copying someone else's 
notes because you were up too late 
watching PBS reruns the night before. 
While a some may be able to learn 
vicariously through another person's 
wireless notebook, a most students 
learn best by being present at the edu- 
cational food line when the informa- 
tion is being divvied out and served. 

Now, I'm not going to play mother 
here. You know your learning style 
better than I do, and whatever stirs 
your Kool-Aid when it comes to your 
education is none of my business. 
However, classes aren't just about 
learning. College is about self-moti- 
vation, and the facets from which this 
virtue pours must be sought out. Who 
knows ... maybe your 7 a.m. Swahili 
professor will say something that nor- 
mally would pass you by like the psy- 
cho drivers on University Drive, but 
on one particular day may actually 
strike to your very core, stir every 
thought imaginable and create a drive 
to succeed that Richard Simmons 
would be jealous of. 

Granted, this will most likely not 
happen every day you go to class, but 
who knows'.' Even if you never expe- 
rience an educational epiphany, there 
are dozens of other reasons to brave 
the sprinkler system and the man-eat- 
ing crickets to meander over to class. 

How about responsibility'.' My 
football coach and band directors 
always said, "You perform like you 
practice." So if college is considered a 
warm up (dare I say practice) for the 
real world, don't think for a second 
you can instantly adjust to an X-5 job 
if you can't wake up for a 9 a.m. 
class. If it means forsaking the local 
watering holes the night before, so be 
it. I find it ironic that we ship off to 
college to expand our minds, then 
when we get there, avoid the expan- 
sion of our minds and embrace the 
destruction thereof. Rage, rage 
against the dying of your grades. 

Finally, consider the financial 
aspect. If you're paying for your own 
tuition, what you do with your own 
money is your business, but why you 
would spend more than $l,(XX) for a 
class you don't attend is beyond me. 
In fact, if you're into that habit, I 
wouldn't mind being paid for noth- 

ing, so make those wasted checks out 
to me and not TCU. For those of you 
going the parental route of payment, 
consider the following: 

Let's assume a credit hour costs 
$345. We'll cut this to the minimum 
possible cost and assume it's a three 
credit hour class that meets three 
times a week, so your running total 
for this one class is $1,035 (cha-ching 
sound effect herej Divide that by 16 
weeks a semester (scribbling pen- 
cil...) and divide that by three classes 
a week. By not attending this hypo- 
thetical class, you're wasting an 
imaginary minimum of $21.56 that 
can't be recovered, an assumed 
amount of respect from your teacher 
and a mythical degree of testable 
information (boos and hisses), all at 
your parents' expense. Of course, 
that's just being hypothetical. 

Now apply this to your life and 
compound it for how many times 
you've blown a class off ... what have 
you lost by skipping7 Any amount is 
tixi much, but hey ... that's just me 

Herndon Hasty is a freshman 
marketing major from Overland 
Park. Kan. 

letters to the editor 
Student urges others to take 
responsibility in election 

I am appalled by the apparent lack of 
political activity on this campus. This is 
the time of year when we become inun- 
dated with political ads for all kinds of 
candidates. As young Americans, we 
have come to see politics for what it is on 
the surface: 30-second videos and sound 
bytes that bash the other candidate's 
moral character without getting down to 
the real issues. 

In our attempt to be persuaded by these 
slick ads, we simply allow another 
Election Day to slip by without so much 
as raising an eyebrow. We claim we are 
too busy with a test or homework or offer 
some other lame excuse that keeps us 
away from the polls. 

Thousands of Americans inarched off 
to war and died fighting to maintain the 
democracy in which we live and to give 
us the right to vote for whomever we 
choose. Not voting simply detracts from 
the sacrifice they made for each of us. 

These sacrifices were not taken lightly 
by past generations. My grandfather was 
a poor cotton farmer in North Texas at the 
early part of this century. Voting meant so 
much to him that he worked a full day 
and a half to earn the money it took to 
pay his poll tax. The paltry sum of $1.75 
was equal to about $260 today. The 
chance to vote was not simply a privilege 
to him but a civic duty to be held in the 
highest regard. 

The abysmal turnouts in the last few 
elections are proof enough that many 
Americans are discouraged by the politi- 
cal process. Many believe their vote is 
insignificant. This is far from the truth. 

The days of winning elections by party 
affiliation alone in Texas are over. Every 
vote is precious in an election decided, in 
some cases, by fewer than 50 votes. 
Perhaps people are further discouraged by 
u^daunbnganxHratofinfoniiaoXalthey 
must plow through to get to the real 
issues of each party, its agendas and plat- 

forms. 
I personally do not care if you are a 

Republican or a Democrat; what I do care 
about is that you get out and vote on Nov. 
3. With the passage of the so-called 
"Motor Voter" laws, there is no excuse 
not to be a registered voter. 

Learn to treat voting as the responsibil- 
ity it is and not as an option. If you do not 
vote, you have absolutely no complaint 
against the elected officials representing 
you. 

WUIRedin 
junior history major 

Hoekstra needs to check 
facts before judging 

This letter is in response to Jeremy 
Hoekstra's Oct. 7 commentary, "Break 
from label of pretentiousness." First, let 
me say that while I have been an avid 
reader of the Staff for some time now and 
have — up until this Wednesday — 
agreed with the majori(vHofJje opinions 
expressed by the writers" aaxTstaff on the 
editorial pages, I feel that I cannot, in 
good conscience, allow Mr. Hoekstra's 
words to pass without sqjte form of criti- 
cism and. if acceptable, <pme corrections 
to his seemingly unending series of mis- 
conceptions, mistakes aadtoll-headed 
attitudes toward my befcveduniversity 
and the students (myseff ttauded) there- 
in. 

Allow me to continue by stating I am 
an active member in a fraternity here on 
campus and Mr. Hoekstra's words offend- 
ed me, as I am sure they did many other 
students, very deeply. 

I did not pledge myself to a group of 
men dedicated to service, loyalty and 
brotherhood above all merely so I could 
"plaster three Greek letters across (my) 
chest" and proclaim my acceptance to the 
world. Rather, I pledged because I wanted 
to to a patt of something in which the 
focus would not to hotting a "raging keg- 
ger party" every weekend any more than 
it would be cowering with Mr. Hoek- 

stra's "people who have too much money 
and a lot of time on their hands." 

By challenging his readers to "not pre- 
tend you don't know what I'm talking 
about" when he attacks the Greek system 
at TCU, the writer does not accomplish 
his goal of "(trying) to break down the 
barriers that hold us apart as a mini-soci- 
ety." 

All he does succeed in, in my opinion, 
is displaying his complete ignorance of a 
matter which he does not, and never will, 
comprehend. 

Finally, let me discuss the "pretentious- 
ness" that we, as TCU students, are sum- 
marily convicted of exhibiting. Webster 
defines the act of being pretentious as 
"making demands on one's skill, ability 
or means." 

Based on this definition, I would open- 
ly defy Mr. Hoekstra to produce one 
piece of evidence to refute the idea that 
TCU is, as a whole, incredibly preten- 
tious. Does the university challenge our 
collective skills and abilities? Most cer- 
tainly. I, for one, have never heard it said 
that anyone "doesn't have to lift a finger 
for their education" here, or that someone 
"is one of the dumbest people on earth 
and that's how he/she made it into TCU." 

Does the school sometimes test our 
financial means? Definitely. But is it 
worth it? Without a doubt. TCU provides 
special "individual attention" to students, 
not because "they can't learn on then- 
own," as Mr. Hoekstra's article so bla- 
tantly claims, but because that's what 
TCU is, and has always been, all about 

I have no doubt in my mind that Mr. 
Hoekstra has only the best interests of the 
university at heart and that his intentions 
are good. I simply believe before he 
begins spouting mis inane propaganda all 
over the pages of the Staff, he should, at 
Mark Twain once wrote, "Get your facts 
first, and then you can distort them as 
much as you please." 

sophomon English major 

Bring back the Lariats 

I (illlllli lll:ll \ 

OMAR 
Vll.LAr'RAM.A 

There are some things that belong together. 
They were made to be that way: Abbot 
and Costello. biscuits and gravy. Page and 

Plant, rum and Coke, Jordan and Pippen All 
these duos complement each other in a way that 
nothing else can. 

Now try imagining one of these pairs alone. It 
gives you that same feeling you get from swal- 
lowing and hiccupping at the same time, or the 
one you get from getting „^^_____^_ 
pepper-sprayed while 
joyously trying to tear 
down a goal post. Almost 
like it shouldn't happen. 

This whole year, some- 
thing has been missing 
from TCU home football 
games. Let me give you a 
hint: It's not Pat Sullivan. 
The missing ingredient 
was obvious this past 
weekend. When TCU tri- 
umphantly defeated ^^^^^^^^™ 
Vanderbilt in overtime, 
the crowd roared, parents who were visiting for 
the weekend cheered for a winning team and the 
Hyperfrogs jumped around madly. But sadly, the 
TCU Lariats were not there near the Frog Horn, 
thus completing the circle of celebration. 

"Who?" you ask. 
Isn't the lariat an old-school wrestling move'' 

Isn't it some sort of pickup? Yes, but the TCU 
Lariats were something totally different. The 
TCU Lariats were those guys who stood in the 
end zone near the student section for TCU home 
football games. 

Contrary to popular belief, they weren't the 
Ranch Management guys or weren't all in the 
same fraternity. Still don't know who they are? 
They were the guys who wore pressed khaki 
pants, heavily starched white shirts, cowboy 
boots, cowboy hats and little grins not visible 
from afar. They grinned because they knew peo- 
ple were looking at them, or mainly because 
women, and not just any women, but TCU 
women were looking at them. 

Many women on campus whine about how 
there are no "cute guys" on campus. I noticed 
how those women who whine tend to pipe up at 

home football games. Girls go crazy for guys in 
uniforms, and the Lariats knew it. and that's why 
they grinned. 

The Lariats had been around for at least six 
years. Maybe even longer. They brought a little 
Fort Worth twist to a national sport When one 
thinks of Fort Worth, thoughts of the West, cow- 
boys, cattle drives and Marlboro-type scenes 
come to mind The Lariats were all those things 
in one rigid stance standing in the end zone. 

Their job was to help ring the Frog Horn when 
TCU scored. Sadly, their final year, last year, 
didn'l include many scampers to toll the hell and 
sound the hom. That was not their fault. Now. 
instead of a time when they should be making a 
little grass doggy-trail to (he horn to ring the bell 
like crazy cowboys, they sit in the stands, out of 
uniform, out of (he public eye and out of their 
usual spot on the field. 

There was talk of them drinking before games 
and bringing alcohol into the stadium, and that's 
why they got the unfriendly cowboy boot from 
the university. They corrected that problem. But 
if that was the reason for their dismissal, then 
about a third of the student body shouldn't be 
allowed in the gates and half of the people I walk 
into the game with should be turned away. 

I'm not for bringing alcohol into Amon Carter 
Stadium, but like the Lariats, it is a tradition. The 
difference is that bringing liquor into the stadium 
is a bad tradition, and the Lariats were a good 
tradition. 

The Lariats should be resurrected and allowed 
to once again stand on the field. The Hyperfrogs 
took the Lariats place near the end zone. But it is 
a big end zone, and there is still plenty of space 
for the Lariats. 

University brass should reconsider corralling 
the Lariats. The Hyperfrogs are very different 
from the Lariats. Difference is not a bad thing. If 
TCU is such a diverse place, then let the Lariats 
back on the field to add to the diversity: If not for 
the sake of future Lariats, if not for the sake of 
tradition, if not for the sake of the Lariats' pleas, 
then at least to quiet the laments of some of the 
women on this campus. 

Omar Villafranca is a junior news-editorial 
journalism major from San Antonio. 
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Police Blotter 
Campus Police reported the following offenses between 

Oct. 1 and Oct. 7. 

Harassment 

. Oct. 4, 7:58 p.m. — A resident of Foster Hall received an 
anonymous telephone call. The caller was acting like he 
could see her and kept Hiking in an obscene manner. 

Theft 
Oct. I, 10:58 a.m. — A printer was stolen from a room in 

Sid Richardson. 

Oct. 2, 4:50 p.m. — A freshman student reported her park- 
ing sticker stolen. Her car was in the freshman parking lot 
near the tower. 

Oct. 5. 4:16 a.m. — A golf cart was stolen from near Sadler 
Hall. An officer found two males driving the golf cart on the 

east side of campus. When the officer questioned the stu- 
dents, they said they were hungry and had gone to get 
food. 

Criminal Trespass Warning 

Oct. 7, 3:50 a.m. — A man drove by Milton Daniel at a 
high rate of speed. When he saw the police, he sped off and 
squealed his wheels. Campus Police followed him south on 
Stadium Drive. They stopped him for reckless driving. He 
said he had not been drinking. Since he was not a student, he 
received a criminal trespass warning. 

Fighting 
Oct. 2, 2:22 a.m. — Three students were talking about 

fighting outside Colby Hall. One student received an alcohol 
violation and was turned in to the Clark Hall director. 

DEPRESSION 
From Page 1 

of the TCU community, including students 
and faculty. 

Some signs thai indicate the presence of 
depression are: noticeable changes in 
appetite and sleeping patterns, loss of inter- 
est in activities, loss of energy or fatigue, 
feelings of worthlessness, inability to con- 
centrate and thoughts of death or suicide. 

according to information released from the 
National Institute of Mental Health. 

The University of Texas at Arlington 
offered a community-wide screening 
Thursday. 

"The event had an overall gix>d turnout," 
said Jenny Smith, licensed professional 
counselor for UTA. "Even if we helped one 

person, the day was a success." 
Anyone interested in obtaining more 

information on depression or any mental ill- 
ness can contact the counseling center at 
257-7863 or stop by the office at 2900 W. 
Bowie St. The National Mental Health 
Association also offers a free question and 
answer line at (800) 969-NMHA. 

Glenn emphasizes 
science of mission 
By Mircia Dunn 
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 

CAPE CANAVERAL, Fla. — John Glenn 
scolded reporters Thursday for focusing too 
much on his age and fame and not enough on 
the scientific merits of his upcoming space 
shuttle flight. 

With just three weeks until liftoff, the 77- 
year-old senator launched a verbal assault at 
nearly 100 journalists gathered at the launch 
pad for the crew's practice countdown. 

"Let me castigate the press a moment 
here," said Glenn, flanked by his six shuttle 
crewmates. "Too often you get into the 
human aspects of this and you don't get into 
the scientific stuff that gets into everybody's 
house all over this country." 

In 1962. Glenn became the first American 
to orbit the Earth. He left NASA in 1964 and 
has served as a Democratic senator from 
Ohio since 1975. When he soars aboard 
Discovery, he will be the oldest person ever 
in space. 

"I know it's easy to report the 'oh, gee 
whiz' of the personal aspects of this thing," 
he said. "But this is science at its very best 
out there on the cutting edge, and I'd sure 
invite you to get in.ithcrc and report that." 

He pulled out a cue card and read a few of 
the 83 experiments planned for the nine-day 

mission: Biological Research in Canisters, or 
BRIC, a plant-growth study, and 
Microencapsulation Electrostatic Processing 
System, or MEPS, a cancer-pill study. 

He admitted the names were a turnoff but 
stressed their importance. 

The very next question? Another personal 
one. Question after question continued to be 
directed to him. At one point, he handed the 
microphone to his commander, Curtis Brown 
Jr. 

Glenn said he's been adequately trained, 
even though he's had to split his time 
between NASA and Congress. He will be the 
subject of a multitude of medical experi- 
ments in orbit so NASA can compare the 
effects of aging to the effects of weightless- 
ness. 

"I'm not back as a legislative passenger," 
he stressed. "I'm back as a science passen- 
ger." 

Glenn and his U.S., Japanese and Spanish 
colleagues are at Kennedy Space Center for a 
practice countdown, their last big training 
event before their Oct. 29 launch. 

All seven will crawl into Discovery today 
and rehearse the final few hours of the count- 
down. The clocks will stop with five seconds 
remaining, simulating an engine shutdown 
and prompting an emergency exit. 

Pulliam Journalism Fellowships 

Graduating college seniors are invited to apply lor the 26th annual 
Pulliam Journalism Fellowships. We will grant 10-week summer 
internships to 20 journalism or liberal arts majors in the August I99X- 
June 1999 graduating classes. 

Previous internship or part-time experience at a newspaper is desired. 
Winners will receive a 5)5.250 stipend and will work at either The 
Indianapolis Star and The Indianapolis News or The Arizona 
Republic. 

harly-admissions application postmark deadline is Nov. 15. 1998. 
By Dec. 15, 1998. up to live early-admissions winners will be 
notified. All other entries must be postmarked by March I, 1999. 

To request an application packet, write: Russell B. Pulliam 
Fellowships Director 
The Indianapolis News 
P.O. Box 145 
Indianapolis. IN 46206 
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Sponsored by the Baptist Student Ministry 
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Punt the Chicken 
A Game  for ICids of all Ages 

Saturday, October 10, 1998 

At Frog Alley from 4:00-6:00 PM 

Right before the TCU-fresno State Game 

Prizes for the longest punt In each age group 

Announcing the Inaugural 

FOGELSQN HONORS FORUM 

Issues in Contemporary American Culture 

n featuring 

Lamar Alexander 
Lamar Alexander has served as U.S. Secretary of Education, 

(iovernor of Tennessee, and President of the University of Tennessee. 

VIOLENCE IN 
OUR SCHOOLS: 

EXPLORING SOLUTIONS 

Tuesday, October 13, 1998 8:00 pm 
Ed Landreth Auditorium, TCU 

iiiiri>iiMWii]!Bi»ini:HinigB!i>niMiti;M.iaiiii.^iiTi mmm 
Ticket Information 

FREE TICKETS FOR: 
TCU STUDENTS, FACULTY AND STAFF. 
Pick-up tickets at the Brown Lupton Student 
Center Information Booth. 

Ticket holders #1 and #2 please bring your 
previously purchased tickets back to the 

Information Booth for a full refund. 

For   pi or   group   sales   call 

817-257-6488 

IH i  Sponsored by The Honors Program 
at Texas Christian University fm 

Horned Frog 
Volleyball! 

r— 

TCU v. Colorado State 
Ttaiigjit 

Match time - 7:00 pm 
__i 

fO© 
YOUR HOME TEAM! 

SUPPORT THE VOLLEYFROGS! 

All games played in The Rickel Center 
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PC 
From Page 1 

J SODIQ 
From Page 1 

homecoming, or monthly celebra- 
tions such as those of TCU's 
Multicultural Committee. 

EX-CEL is comprised of 3 com- 
mittees: entertainment and arts; cam- 
pus and community; and service and 
leadership. Each committee has a 
student director. The group's focus 
on events that students would both 
benefit from and enjoy, said Seth 
Ressl, the entertainment and arts 
director and a junior organizational 
communications major at UTA. 

EX-CEL, which has a $70,000 
budget, has brought Maya Angelou 
to campus and will be bringing 
comedian Carrot Top on Oct. 9. Ressl 
said EX-CEL has been able to bring 
in these big names by charging 
entrance fees. Ticket prices for Carrot 
Top range from $12 to $50. 

Ressl said a major difference 
between EX-CEL and many pro- 
gramming councils at other universi- 
ties is the way funding is dispersed. 
EX-CEL committees don't have indi- 
vidual budgets. Rather, they pull their 
money from one fund. 

"It's very effective because it 
focuses less on struggle," Ressl said. 
"We try to focus more on being EX- 
CEL as an organization and not as 
separate committees. We work 
together more, and we focus more on 
what's the best program for the stu- 
dent body." 

Besides the money it gets from 
student fees, EX-CEL has a fund- 
raising campaign to raise about 
$50,000 more for programming. 
Ressl said the goal is usually met 
through ticket sales for the big-name 
events held on campus. 

Unlike TCU's PC, EXCEL is a 
separate entity from the student gov- 
ernment. EX-CEL is recognized by 
the constitution but falls under the 
Department of Student Activities 
(comparable to TCU's Office of 
Campus Life). 

Ressl said one of the major chal- 
lenges faced by EX-CEL is getting 
students involved in the activities. 

"It's really hard to provide pro- 
gramming that students want to come 
to and that's cost effective," he said. 
"It's a constant struggle to get people 
who don't live on campus back to 
attend the programs." 

Although student participation is 
low, Ressl said EX-CEL usually is 
successful with the big names it 
brings to campus. 

University of North Texas 
UNT's University Program 

Council is comprised of many of the 
same committees of TCU's PC. 
While its budget is much lower, 
$60,000, they still bring in acts such 
as Jane Elliot, renowned speaker on 
diversity, and the Spencers, an illu- 
sionist group. 

Nancy Redus, union program sec- 
retary, said UPC's main problem is 
focusing its programs to the commu- 
nity. 

"We only have about 4,500 stu- 
dents on campus and the rest com- 
mute from their homes either here in 
Denton or from the area," she said. 
"It's hard to get students to stay on 
campus for the activities." 

Rachel Anderson, vice president 
for UPC and a junior marketing major 
at UNT, said the group tries to reach 
as much of the UNT campus as it can. 

"We even do 3-D advertising,'for 
our events," she said. For a camping 
excursion that UPC sponsored, the 
group set up a tent in the student 
union to promote the trip. 

UPC shows movies weekly, but 
they charge $1.75 for the showings. 

In the past, UNT has brought Harry 
Connick Jr. and Pearl Jam to campus. 

Southern Methodist 
University 

SMU, similar in size to TCU, 

operates its Program Council almost 
the same way as TCU. With 12 dif- 
ferent committees, SMU's Program 
Council operates with a budget of 
$130,000 to $150,000, said Matt 
Cheldelim, president of SMU 
Program Council and a senior public 
policy and accounting major. 

In the past, SMU's Program 
Council has brought big names such 
as author Alice Walker and is hoping 
to bring authors Shel Silverstein and 
Sapphire. Cheldelim said the biggest 
events Program Council plans are 
the Literary Festival, where famous 
authors give lectures on SMU's cam- 
pus, and the Block Party. They 
charge admission for some of the 
big-name events, but charges are 
kept to a minimum. 

"Schools like TCU and SMU have 
to compete with big-name events 
since we are in such big cities," 
Cheldelim said. "We can't host tradi- 
tional coffee houses because stu- 
dents have so many options around 
here." 

In order to compete for big-name 
events, Program Council works with 
an independent promoter in Dallas, 
462-Concerts. Cheldelim said the 
council dually funds the event with 
the promotion group with the two 
splitting the profits. Usually, PC 
comes out even or gains a small 
profit, which then goes toward the 
general fund. 

Cheldelim said he hopes to con- 
tinue bringing in big names to SMU. 

Baylor University 
Baylor, with a student population 

of 12,000, divides its programming 
into various departments. The Baylor 
Chamber of Commerce, a privately 
funded student organization, pro- 
grams many of the campus's tradi- 
tional activities, from Family 
Weekend to the Dia del Oso, a day 
where students get off of school and 

celebrate. 
Robert Vlasis, a sophomore 

accounting major and funding chair- 
man for the chamber, said the orga- 
nization holds a lecture series every 
year. Some of the most noted speak- 
ers have included Robert L. Reeves 
and Colin Powell. 

Other events, such as leadership 
activities and special performances, 
fall under the Office of Student 
Activities, and some events are host- 
ed by the student body government, 
Vlasis said. 

Vlasis said he could not reveal the 
amount of funding the organization 
receives because the funds are pri- 
vately donated. 

Analysis 
Long said TCU's goal for PC is 

different than that of other school's. 
"Our mission is to be a student- 

led, adviser-guided organization," he 
said. "We think by being on PC, 
we'll get the experience of doing 
what a promoter would do." 

The option that SMU takes to hire 
promoters is not a part of what PC 
wants, he said. 

"We don't want to do big names 
all the time," Long said. "We don't 
want to focus all our efforts toward 
one big event." 

Last year, PC contracted the 
Indigo Girls to perform at Will 
Rogers Auditorium. Ticket sales and 
promotions were handled through 
PC. 

"Smaller acts still make great 
events," he said. "You find a lot of 
less-known acts on college campus- 
es." 

PC's Homecoming Committee is 
in contract talks with a big-name act 
they hope to announce later this 
month for Homecoming week. Long 
said. He said he hopes it will be one 
step toward balancing big names 
with PC's traditional events. 

States honored on quarters 
By Alice Ann Love 
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 

WASHINGTON — Georgia 
peaches and a celebrated 
Connecticut oak tree are among 
designs that will replace the 
American eagle on the back of 
new quarters minted in 1999. 

Treasury Secretary Robert 
Rubin gave his final approval to 
five new images on Thursday. 
They were submitted by the first 
five states to ratify the U.S. 
Constitution: Delaware, 
Pennsylvania, New Jersey, 
Georgia and Connecticut. 

Over the next 10 years, all 50 
states will get a chance to redesign 
the tails side of the quarter, under 
a program approved by Congress 

earlier this year. A profile of 
George Washington will remain on 
the heads side. 

"This program will encourage 
all of us to discover more about 
our own state and the history of all 
50 states," said Rubin. 

On its quarter, Delaware chose 
to honor Revolutionary War figure 
Caesar Rodney, mounted on a gal- 
loping horse. In a ride nearly as 
famous in its day as Paul Revere's, 
he raced 80 miles from Dover, the 
state capital, to Philadelphia in 
1776, to cast his vote approving 
the Declaration of Independence. 

The quarter commemorating 
Pennsylvania shows the allegori- 
cal figure Commonwealth, whose 
statue sits atop the state's capitol 

dome. On the coin, she will be sur- 
rounded by an outline of the state's 
borders, her right hand resting on a 
keystone, the state symbol. 
Pennsylvania's motto — "Liberty, 
Independence, Virtue" — also 
appears. 

New Jersey's coin has the words 
"Crossroads of the Revolution" 
and shows the scene from the 
famous Emmanuel Leutze painting 
of 1851, "Washington Crossing the 
Delaware." It depicts the general 
standing in his boat, accompanied 
by his troops, en route to victory 
over 1,400 Hessians in the Battle 
of Trenton on Dec. 26, 1776. 

Georgia chose the peach. It is 
centered in an outline of the state 
and framed by sprigs of live oak. 

the official state tree. A banner 
with the state motto — "Wisdom, 
Justice, Moderation" — is super- 
imposed on the design. 

The Connecticut quarter shows 
Eastern Connecticut State 
University art teacher Andy Jones' 
depiction of the Charter Oak, its 
branches bare in winter. The white 
oak, famous for hiding the state's 
Charter from the English monar- 
chy in 1687, stood in Hartford 
until 1856. 

In most of the states, governors 
chose the designs, taking sugges- 
tions from citizens. Delaware citi- 
zens, however, made the final 
selection themselves, in a tele- 
phone and e-mail selection 
process. 

he has learned. 
"They say in our language there is 

no place like home," Sodiq said. "It 
doesn't matter how good the outside 
is, or how convenient it may be, 
there is no place like home." 

Traveling home is not in the near 
future, but for now, like King 
Solomon, Sodiq said he searches for 
God's abundance of wisdom. 

Knowledge is the pinnacle of life 
for Sodiq, and that is why he said he 
decided to study abroad in America. 
However, he never thought it would 
turn into his permanent home of 
about 15 years. 

The decision to move to America 
wasn't an easy one. he said. 
Departing from his loved-ones was a 
difficult situation, but he said he had 
to live-up to an African saying — 
"Knowledge is wisdom, wherever 
you find it, you grab it." 

The United States was the desig- 
nated place at that transition in his 
life. 

"It was very difficult and depress- 
ing to be away from my family," he 
said. "But my wife wouldn't allow 
me to come back without my Ph.D." 

He said situations like these are 
considered natural in Africa, espe- 
cially in the pursuit of knowledge. 

Sodiq, now in his late 40s, said 
when he looks back on his life he is 
glad he had the opportunity to seek 
knowledge. Today, his family is 
together in America, but the change 
took some time to get used to. 

Sodiq has three children — two 
sons and a daughter. All have attend- 
ed TCU. 

"To my family, it was very hard at 
the beginning, particularly for my 
wife," Sodiq said. "This is a very 
strange culture to her. Everyone is 
by him or herself, and there is no 
sense of community." 

Now that his family has adjusted, 
he said he is very satisfied. Sodiq 
said he remembers an old African 
proverb that says. "Anyone whose 
mother's milk is not enough for him 
or her would never be satisfied." 

He said. "Satisfaction comes from 
feeling happiness from the inside, 
and a mother's milk is from the 
inside." 

He said people should not forget 
what their parents have done for 
them, because it is always done with 
affection and appreciation. 

"Parents — particularly the moth- 
er — like for you to be successful." 
he said. "If you think their advice is 
useless, then you may be wrong." 

Although his parents are no 
longer living, he said he still prays 
for them often. Prayer and family are 
two important aspects of his life, he 
said. Every morning before starting 
the day. Sodiq gathers his family for 
a time of meditation and reading of 
the Islamic Scripture. 

"It links us to the creator, 
strengthens  our  relationship  with 

God, and it gives us peace," he said. 
Sodiq, a believer of the Islamic 

faith, said there was no discrepancy 
for him being a teacher at a Christian 
university. He said at first he thought 
it would be a problem, but his col- 
leagues allowed him to be free in 
practicing his religion and doing his 
research on Islamic studies. Sodiq 
teaches a course on world religions, 
African and Islam religions. 

He said it was the open-minded- 
ness of the university that made him 
comfortable. Overall, he said they 
are a team and very nice people to 
work with. 

In addition to his teaching, he is 
also a leader of a Muslim organiza- 
tion at TCU. 

"We have many students on the 
campus from the Muslim world, but 
they are afraid to be labeled in a neg- 
ative way." Sodiq said. "Therefore, 
we have a problem of functioning." 

The primary purpose of the organi- 
zation is to let people know there is a 
Muslim group on campus, he said. 

Through his experiences at TCU. 
he said, he now has a better global 
perspective and better relationships 
with other groups. He said it has 
"broadened his horizon of other reli- 
gions also." 

Ron Flowers, chairman of the 
religion department, said Sodiq has 
been a tremendous asset to ihe staff. 

"He has helped students under- 
stand and encounter different cul- 
tures other than their own." he said. 

Sodiq has had an opportunity to 
meet a variety of people, who have 
said he is a very respected individ- 
ual. 

Shemanne' Turner, a junior nurs. 
ing major and student of Sodiq's, 
said his personality is congenial, and 
he shows a lot of respect and care for 
the students. She also said she 
enjoys his lectures because of his 
keen knowledge about Africa's reli- 
gion and culture. 

John Owhonda. a freelance writer 
who met Sodiq about six years ago, 
said he enjoys Sodiq's company. 
Owhonda said ever since he met 
him. he "couldn't help hut to like 
him." 

"He is very steadfast, sure and 
highly religious," he said. "He is 
gentle, hut yet a stern disciplinarian, 
and he stands for what he believes 
in." 

Owhonda also said they have a 
very interesting relationship. 

"I am a Christian and he is a 
Muslim, hut we are best friends." he 
said. "What is most amazing about 
our friendship is that our religion 
brings us together." 

Owhonda said that he learned not 
to judge people by their denomina- 
tions, and from that he views Sodiq 
as a "perfect role model and 
teacher." 

"You can't ask for anything bet- 
ter." he said. 

Cartoon helped spur jump in youth smoking rates, GDC says 
♦ Advertising aimed at 
teens has been condemned by 
president and other critics. 

By Rust Bynum 
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 

ATLANTA — The number of American 
youths taking up smoking as a daily habit 
jumped 73 percent between Joe Camel's 
debut in 1988 and the cartoon's retirement in 
1996, the government said Thursday. 

The Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention said tobacco ads that rely heavi- 
ly on giveaways and kid-friendly cartoons 

are partly to blame. 
More than 1.2 million Americans under 

the age of 18 started smoking daily in 1996, 
up from 708,000 in 1988, the CDC estimat- 
ed. 

The rate at which teens became smokers 
also increased, climbing 50 percent. In 
1996, 77 of every 1,000 nonsmoking teens 
picked up the habit. In 1988, the rate was 51 
per 1,000. 

"It's terrible news," said Gary Giovino, 
chief epidemiologist for the CDC's Office 
on Smoking and Health. "There's a lot of 
important things to consider, which include 
the increase in tobacco ads that have a 

youth focus. The appearance of tobacco 
smoking in the media has just skyrocketed 
lately." 

The Tobacco Institute and R.J. Reynolds 
Tobacco Co., the cigarette maker that 
introduced Joe Camel, had no immediate 
comment. The tobacco industry has insist- 
ed it does not target teen-agers with its 
advertising. 

The study was based on surveys of 
78,330 Americans ages 12 to 66 conducted 
by the CDC between 1994 and 1997. 
Researchers extrapolated nationwide esti- 
mates from that sample. 

Those interviewed were asked if they 

ever had a daily smoking habit. They were 
also asked at what age they took their first 
puff. 

In calculations back to 1965, the CDC 
estimated that the rate for beginning smok- 
ers peaked in 1977, when 67 of every 1.000 
potential smokers developed a habit. The 
lowest rate — 44 per 1,000 — was in 1983. 

Daily smoking rates began increasing 
steadily again in 1988, the same year R.J. 
Reynolds introduced Joe Camel in its 
advertising for Camel cigarettes, the CDC 
said. 

"After Joe Camel was introduced, then 
the promotional-type strategies kicked in," 

rewarding smokers with coupons and trin- 
kets that encouraged them to buy more cig- 
arettes. Giovino said. "A lot of parents 
weren't aware of Camel cash and that stuff, 
but kids were." 

Joe Camel was retired last year after crit- 
ics including President Clinton said the 
character was a blatant example of cigarette 
marketing aimed at children. 

The CDC said its survey mirrored previ- 
ous studies that estimated more than 3,000 
Americans under 18 become habitual smok- 
ers each day. The agency also estimates 32 
percent of smokers will die from smoking- 
rclated illnesses. 
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LSAT 
From Page 1 

have problems of comparability, 
the LSAT is the most objective 
score admissions committees have 
to compare students. 

However, the exam does not pre- 
dict law school success or who's 
going to make a good lawyer, he 
said. 

Texas Rep. Henry Cuellar, D- 
Laredo, said the LSAT should be 
given proper weight because it only 
measures certain academic skills. 

He also said the test's structure is 
racially biased. 

"It shouldn't be eliminated," but 
the exam shouldn't he overempha- 
sized either, Cuellar said. 

Riddlesperger said other factors 
such as life experience, employ- 
ment or public service should be 
considered in admissions decisions 
in addition to GPA and LSAT 
scores. 

"If it means that the law school 
admissions committee will take a 
more holistic approach to making 
the admissions decisions,  then  I 

think decreasing the emphasis on 
the LSAT is a good thing," he said. 

Jackson said the George Bush 
School of Government and Public 
Service at Texas A&M University 
instills the value of public service 
in its students. 

Some TCU students agree low- 
ering the LSAT's weight in the 
admissions process is good. 

"I know I would do well if I got 
in law school, but I don't know that 
my test score would reflect that," 
said Leah Ballard, a senior psy- 
chology major. 

Kenneth Baird, a senior econom- 
ics and political science major, 
said, "I don't believe that the 
results of one standardized test 
should bear as much importance as 
an applicant's undergraduate 
record, which represents three or 
four years of work." 

Kate Bcnoit, a senior political 
science and music major, said, "I 
think it would be a good thing for 
people who aren't good standard- 

ized test-takers, but the test does 
measure your reasoning ability, 
which is very important to law 
school." 

Mark Gooch, a senior history 
major, said if the LSAT's impor- 
tance is lessened he is not going to 
complain but it is unfair to the 
schools. 

"They're institutions of higher 
learning," Gooch said. "They 
reserve the right to have as much 
emphasis as they want." 

"Law school's not something to 
mess around with," he said. "If you 
undermine the process of admitting 
people who are less qualified, 
you're undermining the entire 
process." 

Some TCU students disagree 
with Cuellar's stand that the 
LSAT's structure is racially biased. 

"It was pretty damn hard," 
Gooch said. "I don't care what race 
you are. I'm sure people of other 
races would blow me away." 

Sara Moreno, a senior psycholo- 

gy major, said Cuellar's statement 
may be based on statistics that 
show minorities tend to score lower 
on the exam. 

"It's a thing I'm trying not to 
think about," Moreno said. "It's a 
negative mental attitude: 'I'm 
Hispanic, so I'm not going to score 
as well.'" 

She said if someone makes that 
kind of mentality a concentration, it 
is setting that person up for not 
doing well. 

However, some in the TCU 
community said they don't believe 
the racial bias argument holds up. 

"I don't really feel like it is 
(biased), but then again I don't 
know how it would be," Ballard 
said. 

Riddlesperger said, "I don't think 
it has to be a racial argument." 

He said the issue is being appre- 
ciative of having a diverse student 
body. 

Adding diversity can only bring 
richness, Riddlesperger said. 

HOUSING 
From Page 1  

wire, but I know that won't happen," 
she said. 

Quevreaux said she was concerned 
about the security of both those who 
will live in the complex and the cur- 
rent residents of the block next to the 
complex. 

Mills and Allen Atkinson, an archi- 
tect from F&S Partners, said develop- 
ers are willing to discuss with resi- 
dents what type of fencing options 
they prefer for the complex. Atkinson 
said they are hoping for something 
visible that fits with the landscape yet 
serves its purpose. 

One resident brought up concerns 
about the lack of sidewalks between 
the complex and TCU. He said the 
area would need more sidewalks 
because the residents of the complex, 
who will be able to park within it, 
will have to walk to campus. 

Zoning will have to be changed for 
the proposed area before construction 
can begin because a zoning division 
falls directly down the center of the 
proposed complex site. 

Amid the planning, the proposal 
will have to go before the City 

Zoning Commission, which then rec- 
ommends it to the City Council, Mills 
said. 

Joe Jasper, the owner of the two 
McDonald's on Berry Street and a 
member of the Berry Street Initiative, 
said the project will bring improve- 
ments to the area. 

"What it will do is incredibly 
increase the value of homes in the 
area," Jasper said. "Anytime the uni- 
versity expands, it expands the prop- 
erty value of the area. They are essen- 
tially giving back to the community." 

Parking was a concern of several 
residents, and they expressed hopes 
that the new Frog Shuttle would alle- 
viate the number of cars that parked 
on streets near campus. 

Quevreaux said that after 
Thursday's meeting there is a 
renewed interest in getting a petition 
signed to limit the amount of parking 
on the streets around TCU. 

"Students need to work together so 
the shuttle will benefit all," 
Quevreaux said. "We don't want to 
deny students their right to having a 
car on campus. 
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NBA 
Talks resume between 
players and owners 

NEW YORK (AP) — Back 
at the bargaining table amid an 
atmosphere of pessimism, 
NBA owners and players 
resumed collective bargaining 
talks Thursday morning with 
little hope of saving a full regu- 
lar-season schedule. 

The meeting at a Manhattan 
hotel was only the second for- 
mal bargaining session since 
the lockout began almost 3 1/2 
months ago. 

At stake is how the players 
and owners will divide almost 
$2 billion in annual revenues, 
and the impasse is almost cer- 
tain to cause the league to call 
off games because of a work 
stoppage for the first time in its 
52-year history. 

"The overall health of the 
league has to take precedence 
over that record of never miss- 
ing a game," deputy NBA com- 
missioner Russ Granik said 
before going into negotiations 
shortly after 10 a.m. 

Like Granik, union director 
Billy Hunter said his side will 
not be offering any new con- 
cessions. 

"We're prepared to address 
their concerns, we really are," 
Hunter said. "But I'm not 
going to bid against myself. 
They have taken an intransi- 
gent position in which they are 
not inclined to respond to any- 
thing other than what they are 
demanding. It's not going to be 
a concession deal where they 
make demands and we con- 
cede." 

The owners and players 
have only a couple of days to 
come up with a deal that would 
save an 82-game season, and 
such a breakthrough seems 
unlikely with the sides far apart 
on the main economic issues. 

The regular season is sched- 
uled to begin Nov. 3. 

Commissioner David Stern 
and the owners claim as many 
as half of them are losing 
money, and the league as a 
whole is much less profitable 
than it was just a few years ago. 

The owners are seeking a 
system with cost certainty, 
looking to gradually roll back 
the amount of revenue devoted 
to player salaries from 57 per- 
cent to 48 percent. 

The players have offered 
some concessions but are 
unwilling to accept a "hard" 
salary cap or give up the "Larry 
Bird exception" that allows 
teams to exceed the salary cap 
to retain their own free agents. 

The entire exhibition sched- 
ule has already been canceled. 

NFL 
Collins removes 
himself from lineup 

CHARLOTTE, N.C. (AP) 
— Kerry Collins decided he 
needs a break from being the 
Carolina Panthers' quarterback. 
Some of his teammates are 
wondering if it might be best to 
make it a permanent change. 

The troubled career of the 
Panthers' first-ever draft choice 
took another dip Wednesday 
when Collins walked into 
coach Dom Capers' office and 
said he wanted to be removed 
from the starting lineup. 

"He just said his heart's not 
totally into it, and in turn, he 
felt it was the fairest thing to 
let me know," Capers said. 

While Capers was noncom- 
mittal on the subject of how 
Collins' move might affect his 
future with the Panthers, some 
of his teammates didn't flinch 
when asked if the quarterback 
would be able to lead them 
again. 

"Not effectively," offensive 
lineman Frank Garcia said. 
"He may be able to come in 
and play, but will people 
respect him as a leader? No." 

For the immediate future, 
Steve Beuerlein has been pro- 
moted to Carolina's starter and 
will be backed up by Shane 
Matthews. Collins, who was at 
practice Wednesday, is the 
team's third-string quarterback. 

Capers said that since 
Collins had just informed" him 
of his feelings earlier in the 
day, it was too soon to say how 
hi* status with the Panthers 
might change as the trade 
deadline approaches. 

"I would not rule out any 
possibilities right now," Capers 
said. 

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 9,1998 Ski PAGE 7 

'Wasted year' 
over for Hunt 
By Todd j. Shribar 
STAFF REPORTER 

The 1997 football season was one 
that TCU junior safety Reggie Hunt 
wants to forget more than Napoleon 
wanted to forget invading Russia in 
winter. 

The season started off with 
promise for Hunt, after being moved 
to tailback — the position at which 
he rushed for more than 2,000 yards 
and scored 40 touchdowns his senior 
year at Denison High — but it never 
materialized and became what Hunt 
called a "wasted year." Hunt started 
the first couple of games of the year 
at tailback but never really got 
going, and it was all downhill from 
there. The athletic and versatile 
Hunt never really fit in with former 
defensive coordinator Phil Bennetj 
plans. 

"It was hard going week to week 
trying to learn a new position," Hunt 
said of his experiences last year. 'I 
didn't really play a down after th| 
third game. I feel like last year was a 
wasted year for me. 

"I would've loved to have helpel 
the team last year, but I didn't kno^J 
the schemes (on defense), so I just 
yo-yoed back and forth." 

What a difference a year made foY 
Hunt. This year he has become the 
focal point of TCU's revamped sec- 
ondary and an integral part of the 
new defensive scheme Dennis 
Franchione and his staff brought 
with them. A year ago, the Horned 
Frogs were known for their porous 
pass defense. This year they have 
one of the best in America, thanks in 
part to Hunt playing a position that 
fits his abilities as a football player 
like a Versace suit — perfectly. 

"1 play the weak safety position, 
which I think is perfect for me," 
Hunt said. "I get a chance to show 
my coverage skills, force hard on the 
run or play deep on the pass. 

"This year I feel like the whole 

secondary has a higher confidence 
level and we sometimes are remind- 
ed about how we struggled last year. 
We (the secondary) vowed to bring 
our confidence level up and raise the 
level of our game." 

However, Hunt means much more 
to this team than just stopping 
opposing quarterbacks from racking 
up lofty stats. He is also a formida- 
ble presence on special teams, 
resulting in him playing more than 
90 snaps a game — a role he seems 
to relish. 

"In high school I played more 
than 100 plays a game, but the speed 
of college ball is different," he said, 
"I try not to complain and to tough it 
out. I think I get enough reps in 
practice to handle it." 

Franchione also commented on 
Hunt's stamina. 

"Between scrimmage and game 
plays, he plays more than anyone on 
the team," Franchione said. "He 
doesn't come off the field." 

Hunt's value to the team is recog- 
nized by his teammates as well, 
especially his fellow safeties. 

"Reggie's a big-time player." 
sophomore safety LaVar Veale said. 
"He knows what it's like to be down. 
He plays hard under pressure and 
plays hard on the run and the pass. 

"He's real fun to watch. He 
knows what it takes to win. He 
comes out on the field and knows 
that we've got to work hard if we 
want to win." 

Junior safety Curtis Fuller is 
another admirer of Hunt's work 
ethic. 

"He's picked up the system real 
well and tries to get better every- 
day," Fuller said. "He gets in there 
and toughs it out. I want Reggie 
playing alongside me." 

Franchione attributes Hunt's 
recent success to the fact that he has 
played the same position all year 
and been in a new defense. 

"Reggie's gotten to be at one 

John 3haw/SKIFF STAFF 

Junior weak safety Reggie Hunt (2) tackles an Air Force receiver with the aid of senior teammate Andre 
Bruce. Hunt is an impact player for the Frogs on both defense and special teams and a team leader on 
and off the field. 

position instead of bouncing back 
and forth," Franchione said. "He's 
getting good at it. He understands 
the little things, and as a result he's 
playing well right now." 

Franchione also credits Hunt with 
being the stabilizing force in this 
year's secondary. 

"He's been the stabilizing force 
because Curtis and LaVar have been 
in and out and Reggie's always been 
there," he said. "Reggie's played 
good football just about every week. 
He's a playmaker." 

However, there's a side to this 
playmaker many don't know about 
— a side that likes to have a good 
laugh and be more than just a guy 
who helps his teammates make tack- 

les. Both Fuller and Veale tout Hunt 
as their best friend off the field. 

"He'd give his left hand for any- 
body." Veale said. "He's real help- 
ful, honest and outgoing. He's just a 
good person." 

Fuller presents an even deeper, 
more spiritual side to Hunt. 

"We have a unique relationship 
where we pull each other through 
practice if one of us is down." Fuller 
said. "Reggie's a great individual. 
We can talk about important things 
besides football, like our family, 
friends and our relationship with 
God." 

"You don't find very often that 
football players talk about God with 
each other." Fuller said. "He's really 

trying to get closer with the Lord, 
and that means a lot to me." 

Hunt said his reasoning behind 
seeking a closer relationship with 
God is simple — he was in a car 
accident Sunday in which he hit his 
head on the windshield of the car. 

"I could be dead right now, but 
the Lord kept me from injury." Hunt 
said. "I'm trying to get stronger 
through the Lord." 

Hunt possesses a clear vision that 
allows him to have a plan if playing 
in the NFL doesn't work out. 

"I like to be around people, and I 
want to be a part of football," he 
said. "I'd like to coach or be an ath- 
letic director. 1 want to be a role 
model." 

THE SKIFFSPORTS EDGE BOX 

TCU VS. FRESNO STATE 

Passing Defense: This is the catego- 
ry to watch come Saturday. TCU ranks 
first in the WAC in passing defense 
while the Bulldogs rank second in pass- 
ing offense. Fresno State quarterback 
Billy Volek had a huge game against 
Brigham Young. 

Passing Offense: TCU seemed to 
pick things up in the passing game for 
the second consecutive week. The 
receivers are coming off their best per- 
formance to date against Vanderbilt, 
and quarterback Patrick Batteaux seems 
to be gaining confidence every week. 

Passing Offense: Quarterback Billy 
Volek ranks first in the WAC in passing 
efficiency. Volek has thrown for 911 
yards and four touchdowns. Fresno 
State, also known as "Wide Receiver 
University," emphasizes the pass first. 

Rushing Defense: After a great start, 
the Frogs have fallen off here the last 
two weeks. Fresno State's leading rush- 
er, Carl Holmes, was lost for the season 
after sustaining a hip injury last week, 
but the Frogs will still have to watch 
fullback Jamie Kimbrough. In the 
Frogs' favor is that the Bulldogs aver- 
age only three yards a carry. 

Passing Defense: The Bulldogs have 
come up with only one interception this 
season by defensive end Justin Johnson. 
Fresno State gives up 220 passing yards 
a game. But TCU isn't a strong passing 
team, so this won't be much of a factor. 

Rushing Offense: Second in the 
WAC and eighth in the nation are where 
the Horned Frogs rank in rushing, and 
Fresno State has a mediocre run 
defense. Basil Mitchell is probahle'with 
a sprained ankle for the gaiuci ■ and 
LaDainian Tomlinson is up to the task 
of getting a lot of carries 

rM Special Teams: Chris Kajfule is 
thriving as kicker for TCU? while 
punter Royce Huffman has been strug- 
gling. Receiver Michael Crawford is 
the new punt returner and can provide a 
needed spark for the return teams. 
Tomlinson leads the conference in kick- 
off returns. 

Intangibles: This game is huge for 
the Frogs as they seek to move their 
conference record to 2-0. The Bulldogs 
are a dangerous opponent after coming 
off their first win of the season last 
week and could surprise TCU. A win 
would be a great confidence builder for 
the Frogs as they get into the thick of 
the WAC fray. 

Prediction: TCU 24, Fresno State 20. 
Todd J ahrioor/STAFF REPORTER 

•m 
•m 

Rushing Offense: Fullback Jamie 
Kimbrough is a Doak Walker candidate 
and the anchor of this Fresno offense. 
He is the only WAC player ranked in 
rushing, receiving, all-purpose yards 
and total offense. He has rushed for 377 
yards and three touchdowns this season. 
But the offensive line has suffered from 
injuries and inexperience. 

Rushing Defense: The defense is led 
by linebackers Tim Skipper and Bobby 
Brooks. Brooks was named WAC Pacific 
Division Defensive Player of the Week 
for his performanqe against Brigham 
Young last week. The Bulldogs give up 
an average of 155 rushing yards a game 
and have forced 14 fumbles this season. 

w 

Special Teams: Wide receiver 
Charles Smith is third in the WAC in 
kickoff returns with 24 yards a return, 
and defensive back Payton Williams is 
third in punt returns. Kicker Jeff Hanna 
has connected on five field goals this 
season. 

Intangibles: The Bulldogs are com- 
ing off their first win this season against 
BYU last week. Fresno State played 
good teams in all three losses and kept 
the games close. The Bulldogs haven't 
seen a multiple-I offense this season, 
but their team speed will help in their 
defensive schemes. 

Prediction: TCU 23, Fresno State 20 

Frogs to battle 
Bulldogs Saturday 
By Todd J. Shriber 
STAFF REPORTER 

The first meeting between the Dogs and the Frogs will take place 
Saturday at Amon Carter Stadium as TCU takes on Fresno State. 

Fresno State is a potentially dangerous opponent for the Horned 
Frogs, who are looking to move their WAC record to 2-0 with a win. The 
Bulldogs are fresh off their first win of the season last Saturday against 
Brigham Young and are better than their 1-3 record indicates. 

Senior linebacker Joe Phipps said the Horned Frogs can't afford to 
underestimate the Bulldogs. 

"They're a talented team, and their record doesn't reflect how good 
they are," Phipps said. "They could be 3-1. so we can't underestimate 
them, and we've got to play hard." 

Fresno State's three losses have come by a combined total of 17 
points. Two of those losses came at the hands of undefeated Colorado 
and Texas Tech. They were finally able to break through for 31-21 over 
BYU in which freshmen receivers Charles Smith and Rodney Wright 
combined for 135 of 189 receiving yards. 

Fresno State's air attack might be one of the toughest TCU will face 
all year. Led by junior quarterback Billy Volek, the Bulldogs have one 
of the WAC's most feared passing games. Volek leads the WAC in pass- 
ing efficiency and Smith is fourth in receiving yards, giving Fresno 
State a potent combination. 

However, TCU's pass defense has been stingy all year, allowing 
opposing quarterbacks to average only 153 yards a game, and they've 
gobbled up eight interceptions thus far 

Luckily. TCU is getting a break defending the run this week, and the 
break couldn't come at a better time as the Horned Frogs have struggled 
against the run the last two weeks. Fresno Stale junior running back Carl 
Holmes dislocated his right hip against BYU and is lost for the season. 

Senior fullback Jamie Kimbrough will probably get the bulk of the 
carries. Kimbrough, a Doak Walker Award candidate, is also a threat to 
catch the ball out of the backfield. but TCU has proven to be solid when 
it comes to stopping running backs from catching big passes. The 
Bulldogs average a scant three yards per carry and rank near the bottom 
of the WAC in rushing offense. 

Phipps said the TCU defense is looking to improve against the run 
this week. 

"We can't underestimate them just because one of their leading guys 
is out," he said. "We've got to go out and play our style of ball. 

"We're looking to improve on the run and improve our tackling. We 
can't have another back do what (Rodney Williams) from Vanderbilt 
did. If we stop the run and make them pass, maybe we can capitalize on 
that." 

Much to the chagrin of Fresno State's generous defense, TCU's 
offense seems to be on the verge of having a break-out game, and this 
could be the week. After racking up 243 yards of offense in the first hall 
against Vanderbilt last week and dominating lime of possession consis- 
tently this year, the Horned Frogs will be looking for more out of the 
offense this week against a defense that surrenders an average of 376 
yards of total offense a game. 

Junior quarterback Patrick Batteaux said the match-up with Fresno 
State could be the break-out game the Horned Frogs need. 

"We won't take them lightly, and we're going to come out and exe- 
cute," Batteaux said. "I hope this is the break-out game where we rack 
up 400 yards of offense. Whatever's working, the running game or the 
passing game, or a combination of both is what we're going to do." 

Batteaux said he also realizes this game could catapult TCU into the 
driver's seat in WAC Mountain Division. 

"All conference games are big," he said. "To get our second win in 
conference would be great for our confidence. It would just be a great 
win for us." 



PAGE 8 Ski FRIDAY, OCTOBER 9,1998 

RUDV by Aaron Brown      Stick World   by Mark aittenden 
ttiOCK . /RJW, I HAVE A 

ABOUT HEU.LCOK, 
VsHEHASflVE 

Academia Nuts by John P. Araujo 
ijn'f if obvious''' 
To end t/ie 

Our hefo. T/le 5fiamr0c/;, 
lias jU6f /earned of 
th.e   <z\lii   5ooDiff,Ca'S_ 

/tftesf   5cheme. 

Why do ybu 
uant to 

turn all 
ihr. men 

into Uomen. 

I need help 

THE Daily Crossword Edited by Wayne Robert Williams 

"It'i a wln-vln situation. I get rid of hln, and 
I cet back control of the remote." 

off the mark by Mark Parisi 

AcademlaNtOaol.com 

by Vic Lee 

STELLA ENCOUNTERS A PROPLEM 
WITH HER CAM OF MACE 

\T5 A 9iCTuQ£ Of M £k-tio$bpAV$ 
^pfc/SSiOl taJMft ftf fboJD oaf 
rW Aoc*\ rfoMTV I h/A<b GfffitiG 

t4oD£Rr4 WAYS 76 

C(JSl6MlZ£ *>UR D4£Cr<5o 

ACROSS 
1 Drawn lot 
6 Director 

Pteminger 
10 Partof U.A.E. 
14 Lett bed 
15 Scorch 
16 Barrett of 

gossip 
17 Anxiously 
20 Din ending? 
21 Collides 

intentionally 
22 Peruvian peaks 
23 Poor grade 
24 Missile shelter 
25 Decree 
26 Inter-campus 

sports org. 
28 Be a bookworm 
30 Positive hand 

signals 
33 Thespian 
35 Make well 
36 Capital of 

Western 
Samoa 

37 Theme of this 
puzzle 

40 Sheep shed 
41 Comic Johnson 
42 Buenos , 

Arg. 
43 Acad. 
44 Culinary 

concoction 
45 Nail with an off- 

center head 
46 Looks at 
46 Cave-dwelling 

fish 
50 Belief system 
53 Nearby 
55 Church area 
56 Peak in Sicily 
57 Hopeless 

predicament 
60 Ancient harp 
61 Outdoor gala 
62 Warehouse 
63 Chopped, as a 

tree 
64 Sets down 
65 Football kicks 

DOWN 
1 Made logs 
2 Banal 
3 Thoroughly 

corrupt 

TMSPuzzles 0 aol com 
I I 1 ! fl 9 in it n H 

M ■ 16 

W 

1 
19 

I 
_ I , | 

:<:\ ■ 1- 1 
■ 27 | ?<< | p i? 

■ ■ 3'. M 

V 3fl 39 

40 41 J| 

11 44 4'. 

4f> 47 4B 5!^ J I r n 52 

>,.! M 5^ ■ P 

'"' u M 

m 61 1 6? 

| 64 

' 
By Rog«r Jurgovan 
Potomac, MD 

4 US tennis 
stadium 
honoree 

5 Internet 
6 Based on eight 
7 Regrettably 
8 Young 'uns 
9 Spherical 

object 
10 Showplace 
11 Ruinous course 
12 Pot starter 
13 Cries of 

contempt 
18 Diva's song 
19 Surprise attack 
24 Indian garb 
25 FDR's dog 
27 Attend 
29 Palliate 
31 Fork-tailed flier 
32 Pouchlike 

structures 
33 Basics 
34 Gator's kin, for 

short 
35 That girl's 
36 Continent 
38 Raised platform 
39 Violent conflicts 

Thursday* Puzzle Solved 
c A c H E 1 P A D S P A A R 
A F 0 U L 1 X 1 T H U L A 
F A T M E R T 1 M E A N T 1 

E R s a 0 E £ P V S T 0 L 
A i D S 1 S s E 1 

P L u S E S s c 0 L D E R S 

R A N 1 S P A I N E M E T 

I N c IA a A 1 N S L A M A 

M A L W R 1 N G IT 0 M A N 

P 1 E C H A R T L E G E N 0 
R E 1 N S C 0 M E 

A r E A R D ■ s 0 S A L F D 
A i M S 

.flu 

M 0 r H E R L 0 D E 

C L u E A L 0 1 " E 1 G N 

H E s S S E w N v E S E S 
(CI1998 
AJIrtgtiW 

mil Sen inc. 10/9/98 

44 Sandwich 
shoppe 

45 Cordon  
(master chef) 

47 Swerved off 
course 

49 Colorado Park 
51 Contemptuous 

sound 

52 Lions' hair 
53 Followers of tra 
54 Banded 

chalcedony 
55 On the briny 
56 ■, Brute" 
58 Org. of Jaguars 

and Panthers 
59 Horned viper 

purple  poll 

HAVE YOU EVER CALLED 
CAMPUS POUCE? A. YES 

44 
MS 
56 

Data collected 1'rum an infonual poll conducted in TClTl Main Cafeteria. 
This poll is not a scientific sampling and should not be regarded as representative of campus public opinion. 

WUZZLES* 
WORDPUZZLBS BY 

WOOD 

TOM 

Created by Tom Underwood 
North America Syndicate. 1998 

Mute 

Yesterday's 
Answers: 

1. Flip over 
backwards 

2. Baroness 

YAK, YAK, YAK, YAK, YAK, YAK 
YADA, YADA, YADA, YADA 

If you haven't already heard what everybody's talking 
about, it's the START TALKIN' prepaid wireless 
service from Southwestern Bell. It's the perfect deal for 
college students. Here's why: 

»/ Pay as you go! 
• No Commitments or Contracts! 
• No Deposit! 
• No Monthly Bill! 
• No Credit Check! 

Visit the Southwestern Bell Wireless booth during the 
TCU/Fresno State game on Famliy Weekend, 
October 10,1998. Look for us at the student center 
entrance (southeast endzone) and get ready to 
START TALKIN'! 

GO FROGS! 

Your friendly neighborhood 
global communications company.™ 

Southwestern Bell 

Saturday, October 10 
Fresno State v. TCU 

;it A mon Carter Stadium 
6:05 pin kickoff 
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look at the many tastes of 
Fort Worth. Pages 4 & 5 
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Kudos to Hanson for talent 
♦ Despite criticism, 
brothers prove they have 
lots of musical ability. 

By Wendy Bogema 
SPORTS CO EDITOR 

Reunion Arena is a place familiar 
to the sounds of thousands of 
screaming fans. Those fans are usu- 
ally screaming about the fierce bat- 
tles taking place on the ice rink or 
basketball court, but on Sept. 30 
those fans were screaming their 
love for the band Hanson. 

Concert 
Luckily for the parents {and the 

few other old fogies like me), 
earplugs were only $2, but those 
earplugs muffled only the scream- 
ing and not the music. 

It's easy to write Hanson off 
because of their youth and because 
the only song of theirs you might 
have heard is "MMMBop." but I'm 
warning you not to do it. These kids 
are talented beyond their years and 
will likely be around for a while. 

Talent is what separates Hanson 
from the rest of the groups that usu- 
ally get lumped together, like the 
Backstreet Boys and the Spice 
Girls. The difference is the Hanson 
brothers can actually sing, they each 
play at least two instruments (which 
they taught themselves how to play) 
and write their own songs. 

It was with a bit of trepidation 
that I made my way to Reunion 
Arena, and my expectations were 
pretty low. but I left with a new- 
found respect for the band and its 
fans. Of all the concerts I've been 
to, I've never seen a more energetic 
and excited crowd, and it was 
impossible not to be infected.with 
the same enthusiasm. jj^Sft 

The band opened the concert with 
high energy and played some big 
hits like "Where's the Love" and 
"River." After playing for about 40 
minutes, the brothers left the stage 
while the crew set up a smaller set 
including an arm chair. 

The band came back and played a 
short acoustic set. "Hanson 
Unplugged" lasted for another half 
hour and felt very intimate despite 

It's easy to write Hanson off because of their 
youth, and because the only song of theirs you 

may have heard is "MMMBop," but I'm warning 
you not to do it. These kids are talented and will 
likely be around for awhile. 

— Wendy Bogema, 
sports co-editor 

the size of the crowd and the arena. 
They finished the concert with 

about another half hour of singing, 
finishing with "MMMBop" as the 
sjcund-tfjblasl song. For the entire 

*flTT)w. tneWergy of the crowd never 
decreased and the thousands of 
young girls were on their feet clap- 
ping, screaming and singing along. 

They came carrying banners and 
signs mostly saying "I love IKE" or 
"Here's the Love," most wore 
Hanson T-shirts and various other 
Hanson items of clothing and some 
even had their faces painted. 

As I listened to borrowed Hanson 

compact discs on my way to the 
concert I wondered if they would 
sound different after voice changes. 
I didn't have to worry — they 
sounded even better. 

This only goes to show how tal- 
ented they are. The three brothers, 
Isaac (17),Taylor (15) and Zac (12), 
have been singing together for 
years, and the result is some of the 
richest and tightest harmonics 
you'll hear. Their voices blend per- 
fectly and filled the arena with their 
strength and clarity. 

They are also talented musically. 
They write and play all their own 

songs. They also did justice to sev- 
eral covers. Hanson has several 
musicians who play with them, but 
they are there merely to add rich- 
ness to the overall sound. These 
boys are firmly in control of their 
music. 

With strong vocal and musical 
talents and a strong family founda- 
tion, the Hanson brothers are here 
to stay. Their music is growing with 
them, and while it's mainly on the 
pop side of pop rock, they have a 
respect for classic rock that will 
continue to influence their writing 
and playing style. 

You can say whatever you want 
about Hanson and their talent — or 
lack thereof for you pessimists out 
there — but even if you don't 
respect them, I'd like you to ask 
yourself two questions: Who would 
you rather your young family mem- 
bers listen to, Hanson or Marilyn 
Manson'.' Who do you think would 
have a belter influence on their 
lives? Judging by the joyful smiles 
on the young laces at the concert. I 
definitely know who I'd pick. 
Grade: 11+ 

Amos, in debut tour with 
band, performs with emotion 
♦ Despite excluding 
fans, Tori Amos delivers 
superb performance 

By CC Goodman 
SKIFF STAFF 

In her distinctive style of cloth- 
ing— black pants and an off-thc- 
shoulder black spandex shirt under- 
neath a red lace formal dress — Tori 
Amos delivered some of her life's 
most personal experiences to an 
expectant crowd Sunday at the Coca 
Cola Starplex in Dallas, but some- 
how she could not totally include 
the crowd. 

Concert 
Amos played for I 1/2 hours, 

plus two encores, for the gathered 
fans. She has made her way across 
the country promoting her newest 
release "From the Choirgirl Hotel," 
performing for the first time with a 
live band. 

Amos performed songs from pre- 
vious albums, her newest release 
and numerous import compact 
discs. Some of her most noteworthy 
songs included "Precious Things," 
"God," "Never Seen Blue," "Cruel," 
"Black Dove" and "Jackie's 
Strength." 

Amos sang with such fervor and 
soul, sometimes it seemed that she 
would forget she was performing 
and simply play and play and play. 

completely ignoring her fans. At 
other times, Amos would throw 
smirks to the crowd as if to say, 
"Yeah, I see ya' there." 

Unfortunately, during one of her 
most intimate moments with the 
audience, as she performed "Me 
and a Gun," Amos was rudely inter- 
rupted several times by screaming 
fans. These screaming "fans" 
seemed to deprive the rest of the 
crowd of the experience Amos so 
vulnerably shared — "Me and a 
Gun" is a song about when Amos 
herself was raped. Her acoustic per- 
formance of this song could have 
been infinitely more touching had 
the crowd not been violently angry 
at the screaming fans. 

Amos nevertheless managed to 
play a great show. She opened with 
the song "Precious Things" and 
immediately there was a general 
feeling of empathy and empower- 
ment throughout the crowd. In 
"Precious Things," Amos strips 
away demons from her past, 
singing, "These precious things/let 
them bleed, let them wash 
away/These precious things/let 
them break their hold over me." 

A song that really grasped the 
sense of competition and regret 
among women was "The Waitress," 
in which Amos sings that she would 
like to "kill this waitress." But later 
in the song, Amos confesses that 
she'd rather "kill this killing wish." 
She sang this song from her heart, 

not from the ink on a sheet of 
music. Fans latched onto Amos' 
pain and guilt; "The Waitress" 
seemed to pin certain facets of 
themselves they couldn't articulate. 

However, Amos also brought 
hints of joy and spirituality to the 
crowd: "I pray for Jackie's 
Strength/Make me laugh/Say you 
know what you want," Amos sang 
in "Jackie's Strength." This song 
was melancholy yet strangely joy- 
ous. 

Combining quasi-techno with 
rock 'n' roll, the eclectic 
"Raspberry Swirl" energized the 
audience and kept it upbeat for the 
duration of the show. 

One of Amos' most memorable 
songs was "Cruel," which is played 
like a factory machine. "Cruel" was 
mechanical and industrial-sounding 
and symbolically pushed through 
souls, heavens and hells. But Amos 
suddenly smiled during the song, 
giving off the sense of a subtle sat- 
isfaction in her mechanism. 

This show made Amos' albums 
seem like a cartoon compared with 
the reality of her performance. She 
could have become more intimate 
with her fans, but she was so intent 
on her music that perhaps it didn't 
matter. But her fans were just as 
intent on her music. She was gener- 
ous with both her personal life and 
with her musical creativeness. Tori 
Amos puts on an outstanding show. 
Grade: A 
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CD's guitar work same old routine 
By Derek Roy 
SKIFF STAFF 

Pushmonkey's latest self-titled 
offering to the masses is filled with 
heavy metal guitar, pounding bass 
lines and earth-moving drums. 
Usually, when these three elements 
are present, you would expect the 
lead singer to sound like either 
Metallica's James Hetfield or Korn's 
Jonathan Davis. 

Music 
This is not the case with a hard 

rock outfit like Pushmonkey. Lead 
singer Tony Park can actually 3btg 
and doesn't rely on yelling or 
screaming, thus making him 
extremely different from your aver- 
age run-of-the-mill hard rock singer. 

Don't expect to find any three-part 
harmonies or acoustic guitars on the 
band's latest compact disc, either. 
Pushmonkey's sound is reminiscent 
of Helmet and Faith No More. The 
album is heaviiy layered with many 
loud, distorted guitars. The band 
tends to rely more on loud drums 
than trying to write an actual song. 
The guitar work of Pushmonkey's 
Will Hoffman and Howie Behrens is 
slightly above average, but their abil- 
ity is nothing to write to home about. 
The thunderous pounding of drum- 
mer Darwin Keys reminds me a lot 
of the Muppets' wildly charismatic 
drummer. Animal. 

The album begins with the very 
unimpressive "Lefty." Over the 
Metallica-like guitar riffs, the dis- 
torted vocals sing, "I've got my left 
hand/I lose when the day is long." 
The lyrics aren't the most intelligent 
in the world, but what do you expect 
to find in rock music? Following 
"Lefty" is the track "Now," which is 
equally unimpressive with its 
Nirvana-like repetitious bass line, 
loud guitars and crashing drums. 

The song "No Dumb Wrong" 
starts off all right with a distortion- 
drenched   guitar   lick   and   then 

IS THIS THE THIRD ROCK FROM THE SUN? Members of the band Pushmonkey try not to blow a fuse. 

becomes annoying with the repeti- 
tion of the mindless lyric "Stick out 
your tongue/stick out your 
tongue/that's right." The song might 
be decent without this stupid little 
interjection. 

The band may soon find them- 
selves in the middle of a legal battle 
if any of the members of Rage 
Against The Machine ever (urn an 
ear to the song "Spider." The open- 

ing guitar riff of this song was stolen 
right off Rage's debut album. 

On "Maybe," the band employs 
the use of a trumpet which, along- 
side Pushmonkey's thundering gui- 
tars, just sounds ridiculous. 
Recently, every alternative/rock band 
in America makes the same false 
assumption of trying to incorporate 
horns into the music. I really don't 
understand why this band feels the 

need to make use of the trumpet 
when the song would be fine without 
it. 

Pushmonkey's music may be 
heavy, but the band is not afraid to 
stray away from the heaviness at 
times and focus on melody and song 
writing. On "Cut The Cord" and 
"Handslide" the band proves they are 
more than just loud guitar riffs. They 
CM actually write a song with a good 

SPECIAL TO THE SKIFF 

melody. On both of these tracks, 
there are no heavy-as-can-be guitars, 
and the drums are somewhat sub- 
dued from their usually noisy level. 

Most of this album is average, but 
maybe if the hand could get away 
from the same old loud guitars and 
write more songs like "Cut The 
Cord," they might be able to mak'. a 
great album. Too bad this isn't it. 
Grade: C 

Black Star shines with ingenious debut 
By Joel Anderson 
SPORTS CO-EOITOR 

In the tradition of "ciphers," furi- 
ous freestyle sessions between vari- 
ous artists, whoever is finished has to 
hand the microphone to the next 
rhymer on deck. 

Music 
A Tribe Called Quest recently 

dropped its fifth and final album, 
"The Love Movement," and figura- 
tively dropped the mike, waiting for 
someone to pick it up and lead hip- 
hop into the 21st century. 

Legendary Brooklyn underground 
artists Mos Del and Talib Kwcli, 
who make up supergroup Black Star, 
usher in the new era of rap's van- 
guard with their first release, "Mos 
Del' & Talib Kweli are Black Star" 

by picking up the "dropped" mike. 
Not since Tribe's 199(1 debut, the 

seminal "People's Instinctive Travels 
and the Paths of Rhythm," has the 
future of hip-hop seemed so bright. 

Black Star is named for the 
steamship company headed by black 
entrepreneur and activist Marcus 
Garvey, who founded the company 
in 1918. Garvey believed blacks 
could never achieve equality in 
America. so he constructed 
steamships in an attempt to move 
blacks to an African colony now 
known as Liberia. 

Mos Def and Talib Kweli have 
fused this black consciousness with 
full servings of lyrics and understat- 
ed intelligence to craft one of the 
most impressive albums of the year. 

Talib Kweli's biting lyrics and 
verbal acumen, combined with Mos 

Def s infectious delivery and endless 
witticisms, reminds us that hip-hop 
was founded by poets, not by the 
hooks of popular songs from the 
1970s and'80s. 

Black Star's influence by Tribe is 
evident in the ja/.z-flavored produc- 
tion by DJ Hi-Tek and Shawn J. 
Period, who are producers on seven 
of the disc's 13 tracks. The produc- 
tion is solid, well-thought-out and 
does not take away from the clever 
lyrics of Black Star. 

"Definition" and "Redefinition." 
are two statements on the current 
slate of hip-hop. and Mos Def's and 
Kweli's aim is to elevate the art. 
thereby shunning the current infatua- 
tion with the commercialization of 
rap. 

On "Re:Definition," Kweli scolds 
those blunt-smoking artists, warning 

them of the dangers of trying to "ele- 
vate" themselves: "Living to get 
high/You ain't flyer than gravity." 

He later discusses the group's old- 
school roots: "Regardless. Mos is 
one of my closest partners /Rocking 
ever since before Prince was called 
the Artist/Rocking before 
Funk master Flex was rocking 
Starter/When Pac and Biggie were 
still coorbefore they was martyrs." 

Other blue-ribbon efforts are Mos' 
"Children's Story." an updated ver- 
sion of the 1988 Slick Rick classic. 
and "Brown Skin Lady." an ode to all 
those brown-eyed, thick-thighed 
queens of men's dreams. Kweli one- 
ups Mos when he rhymes: "You 
make me want to ride a Coltrane to a 
love supreme." 

"Respiration." featuring Chicago's 
most famous wordsmith. Common. 

is a masterpiece. The song compares 
the city to a living, breathing organ 
ism. Mos. Kweli and Common's 
lyrics mesh nicely with Hi-Tek's 
production. 

But the album's shining moment 
is the track "Twice Inna Lifetime," 
which enlists the help of open-mikc 
specialists Jane Doe. Punchline and 
Wordsworth. 

Wordsworth's verbal gymnastics 
shine when he says: "M\ theories of 
mics/Sony or Aiwa/Black or white/1 
tit in all stereotypes." 

Although Black Star's debut may 
be overlooked, keep in mind that 
Tribe's "People's ..." preceded one 
of hip-hop's longest reigns. Mos and 
Kweli pick up Tribe's dropped mike 
and create one of 1998's most plea- 
surable and creative hip-hop albums. 
Grade: A 
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Still hungry? 

Last week's Tex-Mex reviews may have left 
you with an extremely piquant aftertaste, so we 
decided t<> switch gears and focus our taste buds 
on another taste of Fort Worth — harbecue. 

Any true die-hard fan of beef (Oprah is 
excused) cherishes the tangy, yet spicy, flavor 
and mouth-watering delicious taste of perfect- 
ly barbecued ribs, steaks and other forms of 

beef. Fajitas are nice, but nothing else can sat- 
isfy an intense craving for beef like a steam- 
ing plate of barbecued ribs. 

We considered three restaurants, Riscky's 
Bar-B-Q, Angelo's Har-Ii-Que and Railhead 
Smokehouse, to be some of the best sources 
around Fort Worth for all things barbecue. If 
you're looking for ribs, steaks, large helpings 

of beans and such, these restaurants are the 
ticket to satisfying your cravings. 

Angelo's Bar-B-Que 
One thing's to say about Angelo's Bar-B- 

Que on White Settlement Road: There's no 

mistaking what kind of restaurant you're 
about to experience. 

From the stuffed bear that greets you at the 
door to the food selection (meat, meat, meat, 
and baked beans), Angelo's is about as down- 
home Texas as you can get. 

They offer pretty standard barbecue fare. 
The potato salad is great, although the baked 
beans left a little to be desired. (And for those 
of you who judge a barbecue restaurant sole- 
ly on the basis of pickles, mine was a little 
soggy.) 

As for the barbecue itself, I wouldn't call it 
extraordinary, but, hey, it's barbecue. They 
serve up a wide variety of meats. If you're one 
of those people who loves to look at dead 
animal heads, eat a big slab of ribs and drink 
a big beer, Angelo's is your place. 

However, if you're one of those people who 
likes the animal heads and ribs, but not the 
beer, don't expect the typical huge plastic 
glass with free refills. Tea and soft drinks must 

be bought by the bottle or can. Maybe that also  offers a choice of nine  meats  ranging 
bothers only me, but it seems like a rip-off from sliced beef to bologna, 

compared with most restaurants. Dinner plates come with a hearty serving of 
No complaints about price, though, because your choice of meat and three side dishes — 

Angelo's is certainly inexpensive. Two people cole slaw, beans and potato salad. Sandwich 
can eat pretty heartily and have beer for under plates come with your choice of two sides. A 

$20, easily. They don't offer a price break for big plus for this restaurant is the use of Mrs. 
lunch, though. 

Another bonus to din 

ing  at  Angelo's  is  that 
you can take as long 

as    you    want. 
You can get in 

and   out   the 
door in a pretty 

short    amount   of 
time, since you don't 

have to wait for a server 
to steer you through your mea 

The only wait you're likely to have is the food 
line, but once you get the food, you're set. 

Baird's bread. 

The   meat   is  tender  and 

juicy with no need for 
barbecue      sauce, 

but adding sauce 

A    just    makes    it 
Mr    even tastier. The 

sauce isn't tangy 

or   spicy,   it's   just 
the   right   blend   to 

complement   the   already 
delicious meat. 

Walking into the restaurant, you get the feel- 
ing of a small Texas town's atmosphere with 

On the other hand, if you want to sit for a Luby's-style service. There's a bar in the mid- 
while and people-watch, the bar is open and die of the lobby offering your standard domes- 

the clientele will usually offer something tic beers and margaritas. The walls are deco- 
amusing. And again, you don't have a server, rated nicely with slogans and advertisements 
so nobody's looking to turn tables for more indigenous to most barbecue establishments, 
tips. Restaurants like that always draw some Prices are decent, especially considering the 
fascinating people-watching specimens, too. amount   of food   you   receive.   Lunches   are 

Angelo's Bar-B-Que is one of those expert- under $5, and even the most expensive plate 
ences that you just have to have at least once on the menu, a full pound of ribs,  is only 
before you graduate, because it'll really show $9.35. The dinner plates will definitely satisfy 
you some cherished Fort Worth traditions: old- the empty void in the pit of your stomach that 
style cookin' and Southern people-watching at usually results from a long day at work. The 
its finest. Grade: B homemade potato salad feels like it is straight 

— Brenda Schulte out  of your grandmother's kitchen, but the 
cole slaw could use a little work, thus hurting 

Railhead Smokehouse an otherwise terrific dining establishment. 
As you are gathered around the table watch- Upon leaving Railhead, a sign urges you, 

ing Monday Night Football, you'll notice that with good reason, to loosen that belt a notch 
Railhead Smokehouse is more like a tailgate or two. Grade: B 
party than your traditional restaurant — a tail- 
gate party with a wider selection of cuisine. 

Featuring Texas'  favorite food — smoked 
brisket — Railhead offers dinner plates, sand- 

—Malt Welnack 

Riscky's Bar-B-Q 
And now, the award for "Most misleading 

(drumroll) Riscky's Ba 

If there ever was su< 
ol' Texas style" eaten 
fight.  You  may take 
stomach to Riscky's, I 

chance. 
Located in downto 

Main St. and in Stocl 
Bar-B-Q will give you 

you look at the menu 
which of the numero 
lating) platters to ha' 

such a variety of steak 
ers and other stom 
friendly items, the on! 
overindulging yoursel 

ribs. 
Combine this suref 

buffalo heads mour 

stuffed bobcat and t 
paraphernalia displ 
reminder that you're i 

a great place where y( 

with food and South* 
roof. 

Even if you're a Yan 
me), Riscky's will sho 
tality and make sure > 

gry. If you're really I 
one of the live music 
every so often; bands 
thick as Riscky's hea 
sauce. 

With the casual an 
and numerous menu 

tantalize your taste bt 
mold of typical bar 
makes you vow that j 

second best again. 
If you're in a carnh 

some quality meat p 
want some good grub 
a try. Don't let the na 
ner. Grade: A 

wich plates and meat by the pound. Railhead    and   inaccurate   restaurant   name"   goes   to 
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ivTexas 
II) Riscky's Uar-B-Q! 
e ever was such an award, this "Good 
s style" eatery would win without a 

ou  may take a  date and an  empty 
to Riscky's, but you'll never take a 

•d in downtown Fort Worth at 300 
. and in Stockyards Station, Riscky's 
will give you quite a dilemma when 

k at the menu and attempt to decide 
if the numerous (and hunger-annihi- 

Dlatters to have as your meal. With 
■ariety of steaks, sandwiches, appetiz- 

I other stomach-filling and wallet 
items, the only risk you'll be taking is 
ilging yourself on the all-you-can-eat 

ine this surefire menu with several 
heads mounted on the walls, a 

bobcat and enough cowboy-related 

?rnalia displayed as a "subtle" 
r that you're in Texas and you've got 
">lace where you can fill your stomach 
>d and Southern pride all under one 

f you're a Yankee from up north (like 
icky's will show you Southern hospi- 

d make sure you don't go away hun- 
^ou're really lucky, you might catch 
the live musicians the restaurant has 
> often; bands with Texas accents as 
;  Riscky's  hearty  and  rich  barbecue 

the casual and friendly atmosphere 
nerous menu items that guarantee to 
■ your taste buds, Riscky's breaks the 

f typical barbecue restaurants and 
'ou vow that you'll never go back to 
best again. 
're in a carnivorous mood and want 
uality meat products, or if you just 
me good grub, give Riscky's Har-B-Q 
:>n't let ihe name fool you; it's a win- 
ide: A 

—Justin Roche 

Ann* Oibcfcy/SKIFf STAFF 

Above: Patrons (from left) 
David Brooks, Pat Price and 
Kerry Cluck enjoy happy hour 
at Railhead Smokehouse on 
Montgomery Street. 
Left: An extensive bar pro- 
vides customers at Railhead 
with choices galore for their 
drinking enjoyment. 
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Acoustics, vocals make album great 
By Derek Roy 
SKIFF STAFF 

When (he term "Southern rock" is 
said, people usually think of Lynyrd 
Skynyrd or The Allman Brothers. 
But there is more to Southern rock 
than just these two great bands. 
There is a whole new generation of 
Southern rockers mixing rock 'n' 
roll, blues, jazz and country into a 
new and interesting sound. 

Music 
One of these young Southern 

rockers is the Nashville-based 
Sceamin' Cheetah Wheelies. SCW's 
third album, "Big Wheel," has 
everything a good Southern rock 
album needs: all-out rock tunes, 
jazzy, upbeat numbers and even a 
country-influenced ballad. The 
album is powerful, raw and ener- 

getic. 
The first thing that stands out 

about SCW is the forceful and 
strong voice of lead singer Mike 
Farris. At one point, his voice is 
quiet and soulful, and then, when he 
wants to rock, he changes his style 
to a more bluesy tone. Farris' voice 
is one of the great things about this 
album. He is able to make the listen- 
ers feel what he is feeling, which is 
the mark of a truly potent singer. 

Guitarists Rick White and Bob 
Watkins create the playground for 
Farris' soulful voice. Composing 
riffs that might make even Lynyrd 
Skynyrd jealous. White and 
Watkins are able to show off their 
guitar skills without turning the 
entire album into one big solo. 
Keeping everything together is the 
tight rhythm section of bassist 
Steve Burgess and drummer Terry 

Thomas. Also featured on "Big 
Wheel" is the occasional key- 
boards and organ provided by 
Chris Cameron of the band Sonia 
Dada. 

"Big Wheel" kicks off with the 
raw power of "Boogie King," a rau- 
cous rock song with great guitar 
work provided by White and 
Watkins. After "Boogie King," the 
album moves on to the guitar riffs 
and sexually charged lyrics of the 
track "Groove Me," a song about 
lust and passion rather than love. 

The first two songs prove to the 
listener that SCW can rock if they 
want but that they can also slow 
things down and turn down the vol- 
ume if they please. The ballad "It 
Ain't Nothin'" is beautiful, and you 
can definitely hear The Allman 
Brothers' influence creeping 
through with the song's slide guitar 

and organ. 
Also included on this album is a 

cover of Dr. John's "Right Place 
Wrong Time." SCW takes this clas- 
sic song and puts a little more punch 
into it, and the end product is a great 
homage to this music legend. 

Aside from Southern rock, there 
may even be a little Beatles influ- 
ence in SCW's music. When "Julie's 
Song" begins, it's almost reminis- 
cent of the Beatles, then the verse 
kicks off and the song is jazzy and 
funky. The song is wonderful and 
has absolutely beautiful lyrics. 
Farris sings. "All the hatred of the 
world collides for you and 1/ Oh. 
they say love will never die for you 
and I." 

"Jul, Julie's Place" is not the only 
place on the album where the band 
decides to get funky. "Dragon Park" 
is also funky and a charming little 

tale of a park located in the band's 
home town of Nashville. 

The band changes things up on 
the album with the acoustic-based 
song "One Big Drop of Water." The 
song is a break from the band's 
usual rock sound, which might be a 
good thing because the song is great. 
The track has a catchy melody and 
lack of the Southern rock influence 
that is heard on the rest of the album. 

The album closes with the ballad 
"Grace(write me)." The song is both 
sad and elegant. This song is lead 
singer Farris' finest moment with 
the way he delivers the moving and 
powerful nature of this song through 
his authoritative vocals. 

SCW has produced an album that 
would make its Southern rock fore- 
fathers proud. All I can say is "Big 
Wheel" is an excellent rock album. 
Grade: B+ 

Cop flick is one tough movie to take 
By Justin Roche 
SKIFF STAFF 

As a movie critic, it's my duty to 
bravely journey forth into strange 
and unknown theaters, observe and 
dissect films, then relay my find- 
ings and judgments about their 
worth to the reader in a wonderful- 
ly crafted and entertaining article. 
This lime, though, I'm going to 
forgo the normal routine and sim- 
ply be as blunt as I can: "One 
Tough Cop" is one bad movie. 

Film 
As if you couldn't tell from the 

title, which sounds like a 4-year- 
old won a "Name the Movie" con- 

test, this film has no creativity and 
is certainly lacking in the enjoy- 
ment department. After watching 
it, you'll find that the only thing 
tough about this movie is swallow- 
ing it. 

The best policeman in New York. 
Bo Dietl (Stephen Baldwin), is an 
unshaven, crude, rough-around-the- 
edges cop who doesn't play by the 
rules. Dietl is your typical movie 
boy in blue, complete with a deep 
Brooklyn accent, who gets the job 
done, no matter what useless 
rhetoric for having to defend his 
screwball antics is constantly being 
spit out by his police chief. 

Dietl and his chummy pal Duke 
(Chris Penn), a hefty gambling 
drunk who's "the best partner on 

the force," are the poster children 
for "Police Invariably Leaving 
Every One Feeling Crabby, 
Remorseful And Perturbed." (Spell 
out the acronym if you want to 
know what this movie ultimately 
amounts to). 

Now all we need is a plot involv- 
ing a murder, the Mafia, betrayal 
and a love interest, and our typical 
New York cop movie is complete. 

This film pulls out all the old 
tricks, like the hero being best 
friends with a mob leader, Richie 
(Michael McGlone), using his 
underground connections to solve 
the city's biggest crime and endan- 
gering his career and life to "do the 
right thing." 

Dietl sets out to find who com- 

mitted the heinous act of raping and 
killing a nun, even though his chief 
gives him a direct order "not to 
stick your nose where it doesn't 
belong." This authoritative com- 
mand is the least of Dietl's prob- 
lems as he finds out about Duke's 
outstanding gambling debts, falls 
for Richie's mistress and is investi- 
gated by the FBI for his apparent 
Mafia ties. Through all these unfa- 
vorable circumstances, however, 
Dietl manages to crack the case 
with his partner's help and by using 
enough cuss words to make Eddie 
Murphy blush. 

If you've seen any movie about a 
big-city cop who does things his 
own way and solves a big case with 
lots of gunfire and arrogant, crude 

remarks distributed more frequent- 
ly than 1 run out of socks, then you 
don't need to see this one. In one 
scene, the stereotypically cursed 
Dietl spouts the heartfelt line: 
"Being a cop gave me a chance to 
make a difference." Maybe pal, but 
not in this movie. 

I'm not a business major, but let 
me give you a tip that will save you 
a few bucks: Don't see "One Tough 
Cop." You won't see anything new, 
and you certainly won't like what 
you do see. Please pardon my 
bluntness. I'm sure my editor will 
chew me out for my brash style and 
screwball antics, but I don't care. 
I'll just tell my Mafia friends. 
They'll take care of it. They always 
do. Grade: D 

'For Roseanna' promotes healthier path to grave 
By Heather Graff 
SKIFF STAFF 

If you want to rent a comedy 
with a twisted plot but very unex- 
pected ending, try "For Roseanna." 

Video 
"For Roseanna" is a movie that 

takes place in the charming Italian 
village of Travento. A man named 
Marcello (Jean Reno) is so roman- 
tic and so loving that he will do 
anything to please his beautiful 
wife. Roseanna (Mercedes Ruehl). 
who has a bad heart and not much 
time to live. She has only one wish 
— to be buried in the local ceme- 
tery with her daughter, who died as 
a young child. 

The movie had an interesting 
beginning that sets the mood for 
the entire film. Italian music is 
playing in the background, and a 
tightrope walker is dropping roses 

into graves. A family of gypsies 
who had been visiting Travento 
had collectively died, thereby tak- 
ing up many of the burial plots. 
Marcello is at the funeral to count 
how many graves were left. 

But there is a problem: There 
are only three plots left in the 
cemetery, and the church allows no 
reservations. Marcello does his 
best to keep the entire town 
healthy by visiting them in the 
hospital, donating blood and by 
being a traffic officer after Sunday 
Mass. The church is trying to buy 
half an acre of land next to the 
existing cemetery, but Cuprucio, 
the owner of the land, will not sell 
lor any price because of a feud 
with Marcello. Marcello and 
Roseanna have only one hope — 
Antonio (Mark Frankel), 
Cuprucio's nephew who is in love 
with Roseanna's sister, Cecilia 
(Polly Walker), and will do any- 
thing to win Cecilia's heart. 

Roseanna's death does not look 
to be near, and more people in 
Travento seem to be on their 
deathbeds. Marcello desperately 
tries to keep his promise to his 
wife, but it does not seem possible 
due to a freak accident and a hilar- 
ious suicide. 

Roseanna visits Cuprucio to try 
to reason with him. but she loses 
her temper and storms out of his 
home. It does not look as if 
Antonio will be of any help. But 
Marcello keeps trying to keep 
everyone in the town alive as more 
spaces are being filled in the ceme- 
tery. 

"For Roseanna" is cute. It has a 
consistently engaging plot, and the 
movie seems to have a clear mes- 
sage while still having a little 
wacky charm that makes it seem a 
little off the norm. The main plot 
line in the story is an unusual look 
at a dying woman's last wish. 
Most   movies   would   not   have 

explored the angle of a dying 
woman more worried about where 
she would be laid to rest than how 
much time she has lefl to live. 

The movie kept the Italian 
theme going with Italian dialogue, 
music and authentic architecture. 
There are picturesque views that 
will convince the viewer of the 
authenticity of this show. The 
movie also does an excellent job of 
showing Marcello's love for his 
wife. To say the least, this twist to 
the plot was unexpected; it is 
almost unreal in the 1990s to see a 
movie where the husband will do 
anything to please his wife. This 
gives a wonderful message to the 
audience. 

At times, the plot drags and is 
very predictable. Sometimes you 
want to kill Marcello for being so 
saintly; you tend to wonder 
whether this man could really exist 
or if he is just a figment of every 
woman's imagination. During one 

part of the movie, Roseanna 
decides that when she dies, her sis- 
ter and Marcello should marry. As 
noble as this seems, would any 
woman in the '90s ever want this? 
Most likely she would want her 
husband to be miserable without 
her. 

Even so, I highly recommend 
this movie. Although it was 
released in theaters in fall 1997, it 
is not the typical film that produc- 
ers pushed that year — it is not 
trying to revive the 1980s by push- 
ing movie soundtracks, nor is it 
trying to win viewers by being the 
bloodiest horror movie. 

This romantic comedy will not 
make you cry, but it will make you 
look at a sad situation in a differ- 
ent light. So if you want to see a 
movie that is a little different, go 
rent "For Roseanna" and curl up 
on your bed and await the most 
unexpected ending you could ever 
dream of. Grade: B+ 
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Did 'Starship' bug you? Take another look 

SPECIAL TO THE SKIFF 

HEY, STOP ROCKIN' THE BOAT! Military forces unite against an alien race of giant, really mean-looking insects in the hyper-violent socio-political satire "Starship Troopers." 

By Milch Youngblood 
ENTERTAINMENT EDITOR 

How exactly do you go about 
finding controversy in films? If 
you're easily offended by sex, 
gore and general mayhem, then 
you probably point to films like 
"Basic Instinct" and "Robocop." 
which pushed just about every 
type of envelope there was upon 
their respective releases. 

Video 
But would you consider "Wag 

the Dog" to inspire more of a 
political controversy than 1997's 
"Starship Troopers?" If you look 
between the lines, the films are 
closer than you might suspect. 

All right, "Wag the Dog" is 
more timely, taking the current 
fiasco in Washington, D.C., into 
account, but "Starship Troopers" 
says more in two hours than "Wag 
the Dog" did in about the same 
time. 

By now, you faithful readers out 
there are shaking your heads in 
disbelief, saying. "Mitch, you're 
finally off your rocker making 
claims that 'Starship Troopers' 
was politically oriented." If you're 
saying that, then you didn't get the 
film, and I'll call you on it. 

"Starship Troopers" was so mis- 
understood when it was released 

last November that critics and the 
public stayed away from it with- 
out seeing it for the hilarious par- 
ody that it was. Underage teens 
looking for a thrill-ride enjoyed 
the second half of the film when it 
dealt with the war between 
humanity and some really nasty 
insects. These bugs probably treat 
a can of Raid like BULK .I and can 
rip a human apart in less than a 
minute. But that first hour comes 
across as tedious, unless you actu- 
ally listen to what the semi-talent- 
ed cast are talking about. 

The film, masterfully directed 
by Paul Verhoeven of the afore- 
mentioned "Robocop" and "Basic 
Instinct." is based on the late 
1950s book of the same name by 
science-fiction author Robert 
Heinlein. I read the book last May 
and was stunned by some of the 
things used in the book that have 
become second-nature weaponry 
for the military of today. To think 
that Heinlein was writing about 
this stuff 30 years before it was 
actually invented says a lot. 

But the trick to reading the 
book is the same used to watch the 
film. You have to understand how 
politically motivated both of the 
creators truly are. Heinlein was 
writing during the Cold War, and 
his usage of pocket-held nukes 
and futuristic weaponry to address 
the politics of the day, such as the 

Red Scare, were effective ploys in 
adding to the tension in the novel. 

Verhoeven doesn't have that 
kind of society to release the film 
in, but what he does instead is 
brilliant. He keeps the militaristic 
society Heinlein portrayed in his 
book, where people are only 
declared 'citizens' and given the 
right to vote after serving a tour of 
duty in the armed forces. Other 
people just go about their lives 
while the military controls every- 
thing and governs with an iron 
fist. 

But when a menace from outer 
space appears, a witty throwback 
to the cheesy sci-fi films of the 
1950s (most of which are hilari- 
ously massacred on "Mystery 
Science Theater 3000"), humanity 
has to unite against the insect 
hordes so that people, not bugs, 
dominate the galaxy. 

The reason critics dubbed it 
"Melrose Space" was because of 
the inordinately high number of 
attractive people trying to act their 
way through a script that's so far 
over their heads it's ridiculous. 
Star Casper Van Dien plays 
Johnny Rico and is one of the 
many former members of 
"Melrose Place" that are placed in 
the fight of their lives. But they 
must first endure basic training, 
where the instructor, Zimm (won- 
derfully   portrayed   by   Clancy 

Brown), breaks a cadet's arm upon 
arrival because the cadet thought 
(briefly) that he could knock 
Zimm down. 

After a fatal training exercise. 
Rico is on the verge of burning 
out, but then the bugs attack and 
wipe out Rico's hometown of 
Buenos Aires. Argentina. He and 
the rest of the recruits are thrown 
into a war against imperialistic 
aggression on the part of the bugs, 
but no one realizes they're in over 
their heads until it's too late. 

The battle sequences are phe- 
nomenal. The modeling and spe- 
cial effects used on the bugs and 
the human starships are breathtak- 
ing and downright scary at times. 
It's too bad some people in the 
Academy thought "Titanic" had 
good effects (which it didn't). 
because out of last year's nomi- 
nees, "Starship Troopers" should 
have won hands down. 

Where Verhoeven's twisted 
sense of humor is used to its 
fullest is in the faux commercials 
sprinkled throughout the film. We 
are encouraged to "Know Your 
Foe" by watching a scientist, Carl 
(Neil Patrick Harris, a.k.a. Doogie 
Howser), waste a bug with a huge 
machine gun. 

And each commercial ends with 
the tagline "Would You Like to 
Know More?" We're not given a 
choice in the matter, but then the 

film is saying that if we were to 
live in this kind of society we 
wouldn't have many choices 
cither. Murder someone and you 
receive an instant death-penalty 
sentence. Steal, you probably get 
the same. Serve in the military, or 
never get to vote. 

Heinlein thought a society like 
this would be horrible, and rightly 
so. The kind of fascism on display 
here is meant to show us uncaring 
people what our society could be 
like if we made different choices. 
The fact that we have a choice in 
what we do with our lives is the 
real message "Starship Troopers" 
is trying to get across, but appar- 
ently no one was listening last 
fall. 

It's too bad. because there are 
so many themes at work here it's 
impossible to get them all in just 
one viewing The acting may give 
you pause about a repeat viewing, 
but look past that and listen to 
what the actors are saying, not 
how they're saying it. 

You just might learn something 
by watching one of the most vio- 
lent films of the decade, and when 
you're surprised by Doogie's, I 
mean Carl's, appearance in an SS- 
esque uniform signifying him 
being part of military intelligence, 
please understand that it's a punch 
line, not a fashion statement. 
Grade: A- 
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TCU  Bookstore 
book of the week 

By Kristin* ladle* 
SKIFF STAFF 

Rebecca Wells' second novel, 
"Divine Secrets of the Ya-Ya 
Sisterhood," continues the story 
of Siddalee Walker, introduced 
in the 1992 novel "Little Altars 
Everywhere." 

A masterful performance, this 
highly spirited novel is more 
like watching an unfolding 
drama than reading a novel. 
With passion and a rare gift for 
language. Wells moves from 
present to past, unraveling 
Siddalee's mother's (Vivi) life, 
Vivi's enduring friendships with 
the Ya-Yas, and the reverbera- 
tions on Siddalee. 

The Ya-Yas are the wild circle 
of girls who swirl around Vivi. 
whose vivid voice is "part 
Scarlett, part Katharine 
Hepburn, part Tallulah." 

The Ya-Yas broke the no- 
booze rule at the cotillion as 
chaperones, skinny-dipped their 
way to jail in the town water 
tower after an engagement 
announcement, disrupted the 
Shirley Temple look-alike con- 
test, and bonded for life 
because, as one says, "It's so 
much fun being a bad girl!" The 
collective power of the Ya-Yas, 
each of whom are totally indi- 
vidual and authentic, permeates 
this story of a tribe of Louisiana 
wild women who are impossible 
to tame. 

Siddalee is ostracized from 
and by her mother after an arti- 
cle in The New York Times refers 
to Vivi as a "tap-dancing child 
abuser." Siddalee must repair 
her busted relationship with Vivi 
by reading a half-century's 
worth of letters and clippings 
contained in the Ya-Ya 
Sisterhood's packet of "Divine 
Secrets." It's a contrived 
premise, but the secrets are real- 
ly fun to learn. 

Traveling back to her mama's 
past wilt ultimately lead 
Siddalee to muddle through the 
crises that have surfaced in her 
own life and, more importantly, 
teach her about ultimate friend- 
ship and love. 

Now a 40-year-old player in 
Seattle's theater scene. Siddalee 
(nicknamed Sidda by the Ya-Ya 
petites) must come to terms with 
her mama's past in Thornton 
City, La. The story moves back 
and forth from present to past 
when Sidda is faced with a crisis 
and is given the golden opportu- 
nity to explore the history of 
these devoted pals through her 
mother's secret scrapbook. 

Her journey is sprinkled with 
her own memories of her irre- 
pressible and irresistible moth- 
er, and she is rewarded with 
glimpses of true love and loyal- 
ty  against  an  often   hilarious. 

always poignant, backdrop of 
life in the rural South. 

The novel captures the pow- 
erful lifelong friendship 
between four Southern women: 
Vivi, Teensy, Caro and Necie, 
all of whom are Ya-Yas. The 
author endows each of the 
charming characters with an 
inimitable Southern accent, 
from a low rumble for the aging 
oxygen-tank-carrying Caro to 
the fresh, innocent voice of Vivi 
as a child. Wells' way with 
words allows the characters to 
be seen as people; the reader 
ends up laughing and crying 
with the Ya-Yas as their history 
is revealed. 

Following Vivi's break with 
her daughter, the Ya-Yas make it 
their personal goal to reunite the 
mother-daughter duo. 

Reading this amazing book 
reminded me of my own deep 
friendships, the times we all 
cherish. The four girls grow old 
together, helping one another 
through raising kids, dealing 
with problems and mid-life 
crises. Not only do they listen to 
each other, but they also keep 
each other from losing their 
minds. 

Wells' voice is unique, funny 
and generous and full of love 
and heartbreak in the Southern 
literary tradition of transform- 
ing family secrets into wonder- 
ful narratives. "Divine Secrets 
of the Ya-Ya Sisterhood" is an 
inspiration — to be a little 
crazy, to live life to the fullest 
and to love the people in your 
life. It is a story of love, loyalty 
and the bonds of friendship. 

Real friendship is hard to 
define, but Wells' book captures 
its essence simply by the 
retelling of the Ya-Yas. Not only 
did each of the four women not 
only opened their hearts to one 
another, but they also pulled 
Sidda into their circle for the 
love, healing and support she 
needed. Teensy, Caro and Necie 
know Vivi and Sidda like sis- 
ter.,; they understand the pain of 
being separated far greater than 
most friends would in today's 
world. 

The same friendship allows 
Sidda to really know her moth- 
er. The close friendships and 
love that flow throughout the 
story will touch the reader's 
heart. 

Any female who has had a 
lifetime friend, or many lifetime 
friends, will love this book. 
Guys would find it enlightening 
as to the workings of female 
relationships. It is a reminder of 
unconditional love and the 
understanding and acceptance 
that is granted to true friends 
who are inseparable regardless 
of time or distance. Grade: A 

SPECIAL TO THE SKIFF 

WE THREE DUDES OF WASHINGTON  ARE. Members of Casa 
Mariana's Theatre. 

should actually be Anne Murray's 
"Snowbird" to President Clinton. 

"The Complete History of 
America (abridged)" runs Oct. 9- 
Nov. 29 at Casa's Theatre On the 
Square in downtown Fort Worth. 
Show times are 8 p.m. Thursday 
and Friday, 5 p.m. and 9 p.m. 
Saturday and 2 p.m. Sunday. 
Tickets range from $16 to $24, but 
all shows are half-price for students 
with a valid college ID. For tickets 
and information, call 332-CASA. 

Calendar <fe    Events 
Friday, Oct. 9 

FWSO, 8 p.m. 
Dallas Symphony, 8 p.m. 
Hip Pocket: "In Watermelon 

Sugar," 8:15 p.m. 
Main Stage: "Man Who Rides the 

Wind," 8:10 p.m. 
Pocket Sandwich Theatre: 

"Dracula — the Melodrama," 8 
p.m. 

Circle Theatre: "The Turn of the 
Screw," 7:30 p.m. 

Saturday, Oct. 10 
FWSO, 8 p.m. 
Dallas Symphony, 8 p.m. 
Hip Pocket: "In Watermelon 

Sugar," 8:15 p.m. 
Main Stage: "Man Who Rides the 

Wind," 8:10 p.m. 
Pocket Sandwich Theatre: 

"Dracula — the Melodrama," 8 
p.m. 

Circle Theatre: "The Turn of the 
Screw," 4 p.m. and 8:30 p.m. 

Sunday, Oct. 11 
FWSO, 2 p.m. 
Dallas Symphony, 2:30 p.m. 
Hip Pocket: "In Watermelon 

Sugar," 8:15 p.m. 
Main Stage: "Man Who Rides the 

Wind," 2 p.m. 
Pocket Sandwich Theatre: 

"Dracula — the Melodrama," 7 
p.m. 

Thursday, Oct. 15 
Pocket Sandwich Theatre: 

"Dracula — the Melodrama," 8 
p.m. 

Circle Theatre: "The Turn of the 
Screw," 7:30 p.m. 

Friday, Oct. 16 
FWSO Free Concert, 8 p.m. 
Stage West: "Proposals," 8 p.m. 
Hip Pocket: "In Watermelon 

Sugar," 8:15 p.m. 
Main Stage: "Man Who Rides the 

Wind," 8:10 p.m. 
Pocket Sandwich Theatre: 

"Dracula — the Melodrama," 8 
p.m. 

Circle Theatre: "The Turn of the 
Screw," 7:30 p.m. 

Saturday, Oct. 17 
Stage West: "Proposals." 3 p.m. 

and 8 p.m. 
Hip Pocket: "In Watermelon 

Sugar," 8:15 p.m. 
Main Stage: "Man Who Rides the 

Wind," 8:10 p.m. 
Pocket Sandwich Theatre: 

"Dracula — the Melodrama," 8 
p.m. 

Circle Theatre: "The Turn of the 
Screw," 4 p.m. and 8:30 p.m. 

Sunday, Oct. 18 
Hip Pocket: "In Watermelon 

Sugar." 8:15 p.m. 
Main Stage: "Man Who Rides the 

Wind." 2 p.m. 
Pocket Sandwich Theatre: 

"Dracula — the Melodrama," 7 
p.m. 

Bass Performance Hall: Victor 
Borge, 8 p.m. 

Thursday, Oct. 22 
FWSO: Beatles, 8 p.m. 
Stage West: "Proposals," 7:30 

p.m. 
Main Stage: "Man Who Rides the 

Wind," 8:10 p.m. 
Pocket Sandwich Theatre: 

"Dracula — the Melodrama," 8 
p.m. 

Circle Theatre: "The Turn of the 
Screw," 7:30 p.m. 

Friday, Oct. 23 
FWSO: Beatles, 8 p.m. 
Stage West: "Proposals," 8 p.m. 
Hip Pocket: "In Watermelon 

Sugar," 8:15 p.m. 
Main Stage: "Man Who Rides the 

Wind," 8:10 p.m. 
Pocket Sandwich Theatre: 

"Dracula — the Melodrama," 8 
p.m. 

Circle Theatre: "The Turn of the 
Screw," 7:30 p.m. 

Saturday, Oct. 24 
FWSO: Beatles, 8 p.m. 
Stage West: "Proposals," 3 p.m. 

and 8 p.m. 
Hip Pocket: "In Watermelon 

Sugar," 8:15 p.m. 
Main Stage: "Man Who Rides the 

Wind," 8:10 p.m. 
Pocket Sandwich Theatre: 

"Dracula — the Melodrama," 8 
p.m. 

Circle Theatre: "The Turn of the 
Screw," 4 p.m. and 8:30 p.m. 

FWSO=Fort Worth Symphony 
Orchestra 

Play pokes t'un at 
American history 

Combine "Mad TV," "Politically 
Incorrect" and "Jerry Springer," and 
you have Casa Mariana's new play. 
"The Complete History of America, 
(abridged)." 

This play is a satire using only 
three actors who play every man, 
woman and child in American histo- 
ry. In a short two hours, they poke 
fun at the tale of America. They dish 
dirt on everything from Lewis and 
Clark to why the National Anthem 

Play deals with everyday 
life 

Hip Pocket Theatre in Dallas 
closes its 22nd summer season with 
Richard Brautigan's "In 
Watermelon Sugar." 

Futuristic when compared with 
Thornton Wilder's "Our Town," this 
play deals with every aspect of life 
— love and death, youth and aging, 
and anticipation. The play focuses 
on the narrator of the play. The Man 
With No Regular Name, and his 
relationships with other people in 
town. This play is about conversa- 
tions and things that happen day to 
day."In Watermelon Sugar" runs 
Oct. 2-31. Show times are 8:15 p.m. 
Friday through Sunday. Tickets are 
$10 for students. For tickets and 
information, call 246-9775. 

Ghost story celebrates its 
100th anniversary 

A 100-year-old haunting ghost 
story opens Circle Theatre's 18th 
season. 

Henry James' "The Turn of the 
Screw" celebrates its 100th anniver- 
sary with twists and turns. This 
spell-binding tale is filled with 
demonic possession and sexual 
repression. 

Circle Theatre is located in 
Sundance Square. "The Turn of the 
Screw" is showing Oct. 7-Nov. 14. 
Show times are 7:30 p.m. Thursday 
and Friday and 4 p.m. and 8:30 p.m. 
Saturday. Tickets are $12-$ 16 but 
are reduced to half-price 30 minutes 
before the show for students. For 
tickets and information, call 877- 
3040. 


