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1 Police stress personal safety 
Campus 
Input needed for TCU 
mission statement 

The chancellor's commit- 
tee for developing a mission 
statement for TCU is looking 
for student input. 

Sbana Lawlor, a member 
of the committee, said any 
student who has something 
to contribute to the statement 
should contact her in the 
Student Government 
Association office. 
Suggestions can also be sent 
by mail to TCU box 294143. 

"It's very important to the 
growth of our university," 
Lawlor said. "The university 
is here for students and we'd 
like the mission statement to 
reflect that." 

College 
Headsets let doctors 
feel patients' pain 

COLUMBUS, Ohio (U- 
WIRE) — Virtual reality can 
now reverse the roles in tra- 
ditional patient-physician 
relationships. 

On Wednesday, faculty 
and staff members of the 
Arthur G. James Cancer 
Hospital used a virtual reali- 
ty machine to experience the 
fatigue cancer patients might 
feel after chemotherapy. 

"The goal is to increase 
awareness of fatigue due to 
cancer-related anemia," said 
Michele Vaughan, a spokes- 
woman for Ortho Biotech, 
the company that owns the 
virtual machine and sponsors 
the "In My Steps" program. 

Ortho Biotech has invited 
physicians, nurses, physical 
therapists and other health 
care professionals who inter- 
act with cancer patients to 
experience the machine, 
Vaughan said. 

Participants don headsets 
that provide visual and audio 
input and use pedals to move 
through a virtual home. 
Directors instruct partici- 
pants to conduct various 
household actions such as 
answering a phone or walk- 
ing up stairs. 

Dr. Jeffrey M. Fowler, the 
director of the division of 
gynecologic oncology, com- 
pared the experience to mov- 
ing in slow motion. 

"Fatigue is one of the 
biggest problems we deal 
with," Fowler said. 

The cancer hospital cur- 
rently provides rehabilitation 
programs that offer services 
such as support groups for 
different types of patients 
with different diseases. 

Overall, the virtual experi- 
ence was what Fowler had 
expected. Currently, staff 
and faculty members try to 
understand patients through 
close interaction with them, 
he said. 

"Working with the patients 
and addressing them directly 
is important," he said. 

Jodi Welsh has been a reg- 
istered nurse at the cancer 
hospital for 10 years. She 
said frustration was the feel- 
ing most strongly conveyed 
by the machine. 

"I couldn't get things 
done," she said. "It makes 
me appreciate when my 
patients say they are 
fatigued." 

Dr. John Gaeuman, an 
associate professor of pre- 
ventive medicine also said 
the machine was unable to 
convey the shortness of 
breath and the feeling of 
having sprinted a mile that 
often results from fatigue. 

— The Lantern 
Ohio State University 

By Pam WoodhMd 
STAFF REPORTER 

Armed with questions, worried 
Westcliff Manor Apartment residents 
met with frustration Thursday night 
as Fort Worth police declined to give 
many details about the recent sexual 
assault. 

Fort Worth detective Don Hanlon 
called the rapist a "skilled burglar" 
and could give no guarantee that resi- 
dents would be completely safe from 
him. 

"He can get into any house he 
wants to," Hanlon said. 

Hanlon said he could not discuss 

the details of the ongoing case. If the 
suspect were to confess, knowledge 
of details that were not released to the 
general public would verify his con- 
fession, Hanlon said. 

Hanlon and Neighborhood Patrol 
Officer Dwayne Goings offered sug- 
gestions to the 32 residents who 
attended the meeting on increasing 
their security. More residents attend- 
ed Thursday's meeting than the simi- 
lar meeting last April when a TCU 
student was attacked by a man police 
believe is not connected with the ser- 
ial rapes. The woman escaped 
unharmed in that incident. 

"Get to know who lives here," 
Goings said. "If you know who lives 
here, it's really going to ring a bell 
when you find somebody who does- 
n't live here. 

"If somebody doesn't belong, let 
someone know. Call 911." 

Goings said it is important that res- 
idents know each other well because 
criminals can get around simply by 
acting like they belong where they 
are. 

"If you act like you belong, people 
will buy it," he said. 

Goings also recommended that res- 
idents get to know the maintenance 

and security crews. He also suggested 
that residents leave their lights on or 
at least set a pattern. 

"Lighting is cheap security," 
Goings said. "If you can't see the 
ground in the bushes, it's too dark." 

If a resident enters his or her apart- 
ment and finds the lights out, the d<x>r 
open or anything unusual, he or she 
should not enter the residence. 
Goings said. Instead, the resident 
should call the police from another 
site, he said. 

J. A. Jenson, the FWPD courtesy 
officer who lives at the Westcliff 
Manor complex, said the apartment 

lights and locks are being updated to 
increase security. 

"We're really concerned about 
people's personal safety awareness," 
he said. 

Linda Graham, apartment manag- 
er, said the complex has hired 
Nighthawk Protective Service securi- 
ty company to monitor the grounds 
from 9 p.m. to 6 a.m. 

Some residents have asked 
Westcliff's management company to 
be allowed to break their lease in 
order to move, agreeing to pay a 

Please see WESTCLIFF, Page 4 
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Quatemaglia, a four-member Brazilian band, performs in the PepsiCo Recital Hall Thursday night. 

Scholarship 
aid may be 
increased 
By Laura Head 
STAFF REPORTER 

Prospective college students may be happy to know they 
could soon have new scholarship money available to them. 

The Texas State Legislature, which began its session 
Tuesday, will soon be examining three scholarship 
proposals. 

Texas Hope. Lone Star Scholars and Texas Gateway 
to the Future would each provide financial aid to Texas 
high school students who make and maintain good 
grades. The amounts of the scholarships are based on 
the cost of state-funded schools, but students attending 
private schools would receive grants equal to the cost 
of a public institution. 

Though these scholarships arc available to all students, 
they are intended to increase minority enrollment in Texas 
universities. Many minority students left the state for high- 
er education alter the Hopwood case in 1996. which ruled 
that ethnicity could not be taken into consideration for 
admissions. 

The Texas Hope tuition scholarship, proposed by Sen. 
Rodney Ellis of Houston, would pay for tuition and fees 
and requires that recipients perform at least five hours of 
community service each week. 

Kelly Clark, a junior social work major, said she thinks 

Please see SCHOLARSHIP, Page 4 

Latest prof hot off presses 

Patnc* PanrwtVPHOTO EDITOR 

Phil Record, journalism professor-in-residence and former ombuds- 
man for the Fort Worth Star-Telegram, discusses media ethics with 
Peaches Vaughan, a junior broadcast journalism major. 

By Kristen R. Naquln 
STAFF REPORTER 

After 44 years of service to Fort 
Worth Star-Telegram readers, Phil J. 
Record, has come to serve TCU stu- 
dents as the professional-in-residence 
for the journalism department. 

To Record, serving is a noble 
position. 

"I have been very honored in my 
profession, and I must share my expe- 
rience with another generation," said 
Record, who joined the journalism 
faculty this semester. "It is time for 
me to give something back to the 
people who helped me." 

Although Record graduated from 

the University of Notre Dame in 1950 
with a bachelor's degree in journal- 
ism, he was bom and raised in Fort 
Worth and has maintained a relation- 
ship with TCU and its journalism 
department. 

Record retired from the Star- 
Telegram on Jan. 1, 1998, but still 
serves as a columnist for a consultant 
to its publisher and editor. The Star- 
Telegram funds Record's position for 
the university. According to the 
agreement. Record is allowed to 
teach one course a semester. 

Record began his career at the 
Star-Telegram as a reporter, but he 
eventually   worked   his   way   up 

through the editorial ranks to become 
managing editor in 1976 and associ- 
ate executive editor in 19X0. 

Record once served as president of 
the Fort Worth chapter of the Society 
of Professional Journalists and the 
Organization of News Ombudsman. 

He developed a special interest 
and expertise in journalism ethics. 
From 1991 until his retirement, he 
served as the Star-Telegram's first 
ombudsman, a staff member who 
officially receives and addresses 
reader complaints. 

Record said he lobbied for the cre- 

Please see RECORD, Page 4 

Concert showcases 
choreographers' work 
By Bath Wilton 
SENIOR REPORTER 

Poetry, video and movement will come 
together this weekend in the final concert of 
the TCU Dance Graduate Thesis Series. 

Choreographers Kevin Wayne Freeman, a 
Masters of Fine Arts in ballet student, and 
Susan Douglas Roberts, associate professor of 
modern dance, have worked to bring their 
pieces to the stage. 

Freeman said he concentrated on utilizing 
movements that fit the dancers' body types. 
There are several moves to portray a specific 
mood and Freeman said he chose the move 
that best suited his dancers. 

He said choreographers he had worked with 
had not given him much freedom of interpre- 
tation. He took this into consideration when 
constructing his piece. 

One of the dances, "Heart Dance," was per- 
formed at the American College Dance 
Festival Association where it was chosen first 
alternate. 

Freeman said the dance originates mostly 
from the three dancers being friends. 

"The dance means more to them than any- 
one will see," he said. 

Erin Brothers, a sophomore ballet and mod- 
em dance major, said she has enjoyed working 

. with Freeman and the contemporary way he 
deals with classical ballet. 

"He really lets you dance with never-ending 
energy," she said. "It almost feels like you're 
flying." 

Roberts' solo piece is a combination of text, 
video, music and dance. "Memoria del 
Silencio" is based on a poem of the same name 
by Carlos Montemayor. Roberts said she was 
engaged by the poem and reading it brought 
clear images that could be recreated through 
dance and video. She was also impressed with 
the way Montemayor deals with time and 
space. 

"There is an intimacy about the poems that 
allows them to be very personal, not just to the 
poet but to the people that read them," she 
said. 

Roberts said literature is often used as inspi- 
ration in modem dance but is not recognizable 
in the final form. She said the audience will 
understand the relationship between the two 
because of the way she has incorporated them. 

The free concert is 8 p.m. Saturday and 2 
p.m. Sunday in the University Theatre. 

u 
Students 

then, 
as always, 

were 
constantly 

clamoring 
for more 

privileges. 

COLBY 0 HALL 
LONG TIME DEAN 

This is the second story in a 
series illustrating the histon of 
life at TCU. 

By Wendy Mey»r 
SKIFF STAFF 

Students of TCU paid only $50 
for a full-year's tuition. 

But that was in 1910. 
Aside from drastically different 

tuition costs, the traits of TCU in 
the first decade of this century 
were  not  as  dissimilar as  one 
might expect from those that char- 
acterize  TCU  now,  in  the  last 
decade of the twentieth century. 

Colby    D. 
Hall, a long- 
time      dean, 
wrote       the 
book. History 
of        Texas 
Christian 

University. Published in 1947, it 
describes the student body, which 
was comprised of 367 students in 

1910. 
"The student body was small, 

living mostly in the dormitories, 
very homogeneous with opportu- 
nity for that intimate acquaintance 
that made for mutual friendship 
and happiness," Hall wrote. 

If students believe the current 
visiting hours in campus dorms 
are strict, imagine visiting hours 
from noon to 1 p.m. and then from 
4 p.m. until 7 p.m. In the era 
between 1900-1910, students 
were only allowed to be in each 
other's rooms during these hours. 

As Hall points out: "Students 
then, as always, were constantly 
clamoring for more privileges." 

President E.V. Zollars, who was 
offered the presidency position on 
March 14, 1902. was devoted to a 
Christian emphasis in education 
and required all students to attend 
daily   chapel   services.   During 

Please see DECADES, Page 4 
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Fref Camp facilitator applications are now available in the 
Student Development Service! office in Student Center, Room 139. 
Applications are due Fab. 8. For more information, call 257-7855. 

Mortar Board Honor Society applications are now available for 
third-year students. Applications are due Feb. 15 and are available 
from the Student Development Services office in Student Center, 
Room 139. 

The 1999 Creative Writing Contest is open to students who wish 
to enter essays, fiction and poetry. Nearly $3,000 will be awarded. 
Rules and entry forms are available in the English department in Reed 
Hall, Room 314 or from the Writing Center in the Rickel Building, 
Room 100. Deadline for entries is Feb. 19. 

A Personal Growth Group led by Monica Kintigh and Sparkle 
Greenhaw will be held from 5 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. Feb. 3. The group will 
meet once a week for eight weeks. Call the Counseling Center at 257- 
7863 for more information. 

The Department of Social Work is hosting an Agency Information 
Sharing Day from I p.m. to 3 p.m. Feb. 2 in the Student Center 
Lounge. Representatives from various social service agencies will be 
on hand to share information with students looking for volunteer 
placements and field internships. 

Senior Mixer will be held from 8 p.m. to 11 p.m. Feb. 3 at Joe T's. 
Come for free food, music and lots of fun. 

All English majors and minors interested in applying for mem- 
bership to Sigma Tau Delta, the English honor society, should pick up 
an application from the department of English Office in Reed 314. The 
deadline is noon Feb. 10. 
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World 
Leopard bites off part of 8-year-old's 
leg at Congo zoo 

KINSHASA, Congo — A leopard at a Kinshasa 
zoo bit off half the leg of an 8-year-old boy after the 
child came too close to its cage, a newspaper 
reported Thursday. 

The boy was touring the zoo with his father 
Tuesday and had stopped to look at the leopard 
when the cat thrust out its paw, knocked the boy 
down and bit down on his right leg, the Le 
Palmares newspaper reported. 

Passers-by threw sticks and stones to force the 
leopard to release the child. 

Zoo officials had no immediate comment on the 
attack. 

Several months ago, a hippopotamus at the same 
zoo in the Congolese capital bit off a visitor's hand, 
the report said. 

Unpaid Russian teachers barricade 
city officials in office 

MOSCOW — Russian teachers who have not 
been paid in months barricaded two officials in 
their offices in a southern Russian city for 12 hours 
Thursday before releasing them. 

The teachers, taking part in the second day of a 
three-day nationwide teachers' strike, barricaded a 
city district chief and his deputy in their offices in 
the city of Volgograd, the ITAR-Tass news agency 
said. 

Strike leaders said the men would not be released 
unless three months of back wages were paid to the 
district's teachers, who haven't received their 
wages since August. 

However, they later released them without any 
agreement on wages being announced. The protest- 
ers said they would stay in the office building until 
all teachers are paid. 

About 200,000 teachers across the country are 
taking part in protests to demand an estimated $730 
million in overdue wages owed by federal and 
regional governments. 

The cash-strapped government has paid salaries 
and pensions late since the 1991 collapse of the 
Soviet Union. 

Nation 
Starr's wife defends husband, speaks 
out against infidelity 

WASHINGTON — Putin the first lady's shoes, 
the wife of Independent Counsel Kenneth Starr 
says she "would rather not be married" to a hus- 
band that is not faithful. 

Alice Starr, in an interview in the March issue of 
the Ladies' Home Journal, said she could not imag- 

ine herself in Hillary Rodham Clinton's position, 
after the president admitted his affair with Monica 
Lewinsky. 

"We took a vow to be faithful to one another 
when we married," said the 49-year-old Mrs. Starr. 
"We've lived up to that vow." 

And if she were in Mrs. Clinton's place? 
"I'd rather not be married to someone who does- 

n't love me enough to remain faithful," she said. 
In the interview, Mrs. Starr also defended her 

husband's investigation of the president, calling his 
motivations "altruistic." 

She admitted that her husband's sudden fame has 
made their life at home more difficult. U.S. mar- 
shals scan their mail for bombs and threats, guard 
their front door and shadow the three Starr children. 

As for rumors that her daughter, Carolyn, who is 
a freshman at Stanford University, exchanged heat- 
ed words with Chelsea Clinton, who is a sopho- 
more there, Mrs. Stair said it isn't true and that the 
two have never met. 

"If she ever met Chelsea, she'd give her a hug," 
said Mrs. Starr. Carolyn "knows what a tremendous 
ordeal she's been through." 

U.S. bombs Iraqi artillery site after a 
fire is spotted 

WASHINGTON — Two U.S. warplanes 
dropped bombs on an anti-aircraft artillery installa- 
tion in northern Iraq today after observing fire from 
the site, military officials said. 

There were no reports of any damage to the F- 
15Es or the military personnel aboard. Both planes 
continued their patrols of the northern no-fly zone 
over Iraq after the incident, Capt. Mike Blass of the 
U.S. European Command said. 

Officials said the F-15Es observed fire by an 
anti-aircraft artillery site located north of Mosul 
about 3:45 p.m. Iraqi time. The planes dropped a 
total of three GBU-12 precision-guided bombs on 
the site, Blass said. There were no immediate 
reports on damage to the site. 

The Clinton administration has adopted a more 
aggressive policy in dealing with no-fly violations 
by Iraq. 

Earlier this week, the Pentagon acknowledged 
that in one of the incidents a missile went astray 
and struck a residential area. Iraq has claimed the 
missile killed a number of civilians. 

Buying Internet stock like winning 
lottery, Greenspan says 

WASHINGTON — Don't worry about irrational 
exuberance. Try jackpot fever instead. 

No less an authority than Federal Reserve 
Chairman Alan Greenspan compared buying the 
latest hot Internet stock to hitting a one-in-a-million 
jackpot in the lottery. 

During an appearance Thursday before the 
Senate Budget Committee, Greenspan was asked to 
explain the surging stock values for fledgling 
Internet companies. 

Greenspan, who once sent stock prices plunging 
by worrying about investors' "irrational exuber- 

ance," said that in this case the market was behav- 
ing in a time-honored fashion. 

He said the potential payoff for companies that 
succeed in the new world of supplying goods and 
services on the Internet is so huge that something 
he called the "lottery principle" was at work. 

"What lottery managers have known for 
centuries is that you could get somebody to 
pay for a one-in-a-million shot, more than the 
value of the chance. In other words, people 
pay more for a claim on a very big payoff, and 
that's where the profits from lotteries have 
always come from," he said. 

State 
Burn victim returns from hospital, 
13-year-old suspect awaits trial 

SPLENDORA, Texas — An 8-year-old boy who 
suffered burns over 99 percent of his body after 
being doused with gasoline has been discharged 
from a hospital and allowed to return home to his 
family. 

Robert Middleton, who was attacked on a wood- 
ed trail near his home last June 28, on his birthday, 
was discharged Wednesday from Shriners Burn 
Hospital at Galveston. 

Robert, who is outfitted in a special suit, will 
have to make frequent return trips to the hospital 
for further treatment of the bums that left him in 
critical condition for almost six months. 

He is eating regular food, however, and has 
regained some of his eyesight, hospital officials 
said. 

Bobby Ray and Colleen Middleton, the boy's 
parents, have moved away from the neighborhood 
where detective say 13-year-old Don W. Collins set 
the boy on fire. 

Collins is awaiting trial on juvenile charges of 
aggravated assault and injury to a child. 

Mexican farmers block border 
bridge in protest 

CIUDAD JUAREZ, Mexico — About 300 
Mexican farmers blocked the commercial lanes of 
a bridge to El Paso, Texas, for several hours 
Thursday to protest U.S. products being allowed 
into their country. 

The blockade began around 11 a.m. on the 
Mexican side of the Zaragosa International Bridge, 
which connects to the southeast side of El Paso. 
The protesters blocked both the northbound and 
southbound truck lanes. 

The farmers said they were upset about U.S. 
crops such as cotton, corn and soybeans being sent 
to Mexico. 

About 35 El Paso police officers and just as 
many Border Patrol agents were monitoring the sit- 
uation on the U.S. end of the bridge. El Paso police 
Sgt. Al Velarde said. Mexican law officers stood by 
on the Ciudad Juarez side. 

These stories are from the Associated Press. 

Free 
Biggie 
Fry 

Free 
Biggie 
Drink 

YOUR CHOICE WITH THE PURCHASE 
OF ANY LARGE SANDWICH 

Always 10% Discount with TCU ID 
Good only at Berry Street & S. Hulen Locations 

t$!jyf)®W|j fjj^fjjj^j} 
H0URS.11AM-2AM 

DAILY 
• 3S.SS SANDWICHES SINCE 

SOTS 

• EAPPY HOURS-* 

•JHB1UM-2AM 
___ » DAYS A WEEK 

OLDEST SPORTS BAR IN TOWN 
mm CAMP BOWIE V83^9S| 
TCU does not encourage the consumption of alcohol. If you do consume alconoTyou snoulaoo 
so responsibly, and you should never drive after dhnking. 

"A picture 
is worth a 
thousand 
words." 

For more information 
about how to become 

a photographer for 
the Skiff call Patrick 

at 257.7428. 

Bussers * Wait Staff 
Hostess * Kitchen Staff 

This is your opportunity to step into a new level of Quality 
and Consistency. A fun place to work with a great potential 

for earnings. Flexible Hours - Dynamic Training. 
Apply Mon. - Sat. 2-5 p.m. 
3020 S. Hulen, Fort Worth 
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EMPLOYMENT 
Telemarketing Pros 
Needed. $10.00+ to 
start. Experience & 
great attitude required. 
Mon-Fri, 4:30-8:30 pm, 
Sat 9-1 (817) 572- 
8714 
Babysitter/ 
Househelper needed. 
Call 294-3082.      . 
SMAKE FAST EASY 
MONEY$ 
NEED SPANISH 
INTERPRETER - 
Must be FLUENT In 
Spanish & English 
Thur Feb 4th- Feb 7th 

Hours: Thur-Sat 
9 am- 6 pm & Sun 
9 am-3 pm @ Dallas 
Convention Center for 
HIA (Hobby Industry 
Association) Trade 
Show & Convention, 
Worlds' Largest Arts & 
Crafts Show. 
Contact: ACTIVA 
Products Inc., 
David Murray 
1-800-255-1910 
Reference Requested 
Pays $75-$100 PER 
DAY!!  
FLASH PHOTOGRA- 
PHY Fun people 
needed to photograph 
parties! $7.50 -  

$20.00/hr. camera 
required, will train, call 
Ric or Brad 924-2626 
Voyagers The Travel 
Store is now hiring 
salespersons for our 
merchandise depart- 
ment. Flexible sched- 
ule. Competitive 
wages. Health and 
travel benefits. Come 
in for application or call 
335-3100. • 

FOR SALE 

Restored 1969 
Camaro $15,000 worth 
of receipts. Half price 
to good home. Call 
Dave 257-5319.  

TYPING 
Typing Services. 
Resumes, Papers, etc. 
CallCammiat(817) 
346-8329. 

THE SKIFF IS 
CELEBRATING 

VALENTINE'S DAY) 
PLACE A SPECIAL 

MESSAGE TO 
SOMEONEYOU 

CARE AQOUT HEREI 
CALL THE SKIFF AD 

DEPT. FOR MORE 
INFORMATION! 

257-7426 

money for a dozen roses?... 
send your Sweet (BaSoo a 
sage for VaCentines Day! 

Call'257-7426 for more information 
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editorial 

TAKE PRECAUTIONS 
Common sense is key to safety 

A series of violent acts has set the TCU community into a 
fervor of worry and dismay. One man has made the women 
on this campus feel vulnerable to his unimaginable acts. 

Yet even in the wake of the TCU rapist, women jog alone 
in the dark, listening to Walkmans and wearing revealing 
shorts and tank tops. They are totally unaware of their envi- 
ronment and open to the whims of any passing pervert. 

A victim of violent crime is not at fault. But taking every 
precaution against being victimized is every individual's 
responsibility. 

TCU is not a bubble. Less-than-desirable areas of Fort 
Worth are not far from campus, and shady characters aren't 
trying to avoid this mecca of 18-to-22-year-old girls. Just 
because you are on campus doesn't mean you are 100 per- 
cent safe. 

Being safe doesn't mean you've got to stay in your room 
all day, but even the smallest safety precautions can make a 
big difference. 

If you've got a quick errand to run, don't leave your car 
unlocked, and especially not running, in front of the build- 
ing. Park the car and take care of your business. Or take your 
friend or roommate along to wait in the car. 

Exercise in the daytime or use the Rickel Building. Even 
two or three people jogging at night just isn't smart. There 
are better ways to improve your figure than by putting your- 
self in danger. 

Don't leave valuables out in the open. A purse in a car seat 
or unlocked bicycle in front of a dorm screams, "Steal me!" 

Finally, trust your instincts. If you don't feel good about 
where you are, you probably shouldn't be there. It's as sim- 
ple as that. 

EDITORIAL POLICY: Unsigned editorials represent the view of the TCU Daily Skiff 
editorial board. Signed letters, columns and cartoons represent the opinion of the 
writers and do not necessarily reflect the opinion of the editorial board. 

LFTTERS TO THE EDITOR: The Skiff welcomes letters to the editor for publication. Letters 
must be typed, double-spaced, signed and limited to 250 words. To submit a letter, bring 
it to the Skiff. Moudy 29IS, mail it to TCU Box 298050. fax it lo 257-7133 or e-mail it to 
skifTletters@tcu.edu. They must include the author's classification, major and phone num- 
ber. The Skiff reserves the right to edit or reject letters for style, taste and size restrictions. 
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Emotion meets technology 

Commentary 

You can always tell the gen- 
eral state of society by its 
advertisements. What's 

most important in the minds of the 
average American these days are 
soft    drinks, 
fast       food,    mtmmmaa^mmm 
computers 
and  wireless 
services. 

Let's focus 
on the wire- 
less services 
(pagers, cel- 
lular and PCS 
phones) and 
telecommuni- 
cations for a 
moment.  Did 
you know the pink guy's name is 
Prime-etheus? 

When faced with the technology 
of today, most people are slow to 
catch on because new technology 
means more information to assimi- 
late (this can be demonstrated by 
the fact that my mother still calls 
my mobile phone a "earphone"). It 

JKREMY 
HOKKSTKA 

is only when technology is avail- 
able to the masses that terms like 
"PCS" and "digital vs. analogue" 
come into play and the words 
become commonplace. Still, all of 
this popularity doesn't make wire- 
less services any more beneficial to 
us. 

Wireless services replace the 
human excuse. One of the biggest 
selling points of wireless service 
providers is the appeal to "keep in 
touch" with the use of its products. 
The breakdown in this appeal, of 
course, is that people actually have 
to use the things! I always wonder 
why people use the excuse that 
they couldn't get a hold of me for 
something — I have a work phone, 
a home phone, a cell phone, a 
pager, three e-mail accounts and a 
mother! If you can't find me using 
one of those, I'm probably dead! 

Still, there's something to be 
said about how technology has 
made things impersonal. It's much 
harder to tell a joke through an e- 
mail. You also don't get the plea- 

sure of hearing the person laugh 
with you. A pager just gives you a 
phone number or a "143" to tell 
you that someone's thinking of 
you, unless you can shell out the 
big bucks for a two-way pager or 
one that can send voice messages. 
Wireless phones have a boon when 
it comes to this category; we've 
learned how to be personal on the 
phone because it has been around 
for so long. But. no matter how 
you cut it. the phone still doesn't 
replace a face-to-face meeting. 

With the advent and populariza- 
tion of Webcams. maybe this will 
change in the future. It does little 
good for those who want to hold 
each other close, but il is one step 
closer to a true relationship with- 
out two people being in the same 
room at the same time. Someday, 
maybe, we'll even have virtual 
reality meeling chambers ... but 
we'll leave that to the realm of 
"Star Trek" for now. 

So have wireless and telecom- 
munication services replaced per- 

sonal relationships? Not as long as 
ihe human race adapts its commu- 
nication skills. Those that have 
been on-line for a long lime will 
tell you that a smiley (or emoticon, 
as technical people tend to call it) 
can express just as much as a smile 
to them. Body language replaced 
with colons and parentheses? 
Well, it sounds ridiculous to us, 
but ask any 6 or 7 year old who 
has been on-line for a while, and 
they will tell you that means "I 
love you" and gives them a gushy 
feeling inside just as much as a 
smile. 

Computers will only stay as 
impersonal as we let them — and 
some day we might even call those 
beige boxes on top of our desks 
friends. As software is developed 
to respond to our moods, emotions 
and other behavior, they can be 
taught to respond personally to us. 

So, fall in love at your comput- 
er today? 

Jeremy Hoekstra  it  a junior 

Luck returns with sweepstakes 

Commentary 

MATT 
SMOI:M\M:K 

I used to be concerned about my 
grades. I used to worry that if I 
didn't do well I wouldn't get a 

college degree and that I would 
spend the next 60 years assembling 
thousands of compact disk packages 
by hand. I used to be under the 
impression that without an educa- 
tion and/or any fantastic athletic 
skills I would 
be doomed to 
a dreary, low- 
income 
lifestyle. 

How wrong 
I was. I can 
forget about 
the inane hum- 
drum exis- 
tence of study- 
ing, lectures, 
and churning 
out  12-  page 
papers on Adam Smith's "Invisible 
Hand Theory." I can blow off the 
blow-off classes with a renewed 
vigor and overlook the growing list 
of assignments due. 

Why, you ask? How can I be so 
brazenly self assured of future suc- 
cess? 

My only answer is that I'm 
incredibly lucky. I know, it's an 
attribute that takes some getting 
used to. I wouldn't be surprised or 
insulted if you didn't believe me, 
but it's really true. Most people 
can't just become incredibly lucky, 
no matter how much of a certain 
magically delicious cereal they eat. 

Actually, I never really consid- 
ered myself that lucky. Up until now 
the only thing I had ever won in a 
random, cosmically-ordained con- 
test happened when I was about five 
years old. I won a small baseball 
pennant from the back of a cereal 
box with those neat little silver 
scratch away things. Sure, it was 
cheap, ugly and represented a team, 
the Orioles, that I cared nothing 
about, but I was a winner! 

At the time I assumed this would 

be a precursor of many contest win- 
nings to come. I would fill out car 
drawings with my father's name so 
that I would be eligible to win. I was 
so confident that I wouldn't even 
take the time to fill out more than 
one card and flood the box to 
increase my chances. 

I would lay awake at night work- 
ing on how I would accept the trips, 
sports cars, and money that was 
surely headed my way. "Why thank 
you, it isn't my favorite shade of 
red, but I guess if I won it I'll have 
to keep it then." "A seven-day 
cruise? I'm sure getting out of class 
won't be a problem." 

Alas, it never happened. The 
Orioles pennant sat alone in my 
grand Pile o' Winnings, the goofy 
bird grinning at me, mocking me 
with his exuberant glee. 

So, as the years passed, I began to 
get more comfortable with the idea 
that I just wasn't really lucky. I 
began to look back and think "Gee, 

actually that pennant thing was pret- 
ty crappy. If I really was lucky then 
it would have at least been the pen- 
nant of a team with a more appeal- 
ing color scheme than white and 
Day-Glo orange." 

Yet ever since I've enrolled at 
TCU things have begun to turn 
around. I've managed to grab a nice 
set of cheerleader-launched white 
plastic footballs while attending 
Horned Frog games. I even man- 
aged to get out of one of my finals, 
and all that took was a dehydrating 
illness and 12 hours on an IV drip. 

That was nice and exciting and 
all, but recently things have reached 
a summit. I am currently slated to 
receive the jackpot of not just one, 
but two, grand prize drawings! And 
I didn't even need to enter! 

I should receive about $880,000 
from one contest and $13,000,000 
from the second. It's a little disap- 
pointing that they aren't both more 
than a million dollars, but if life 

gives you lemons you just have to 
make $880,000 lemonade. 

I know you're thinking that 
everyone gets in those sweepstakes, 
but this is different. I had only five 
days to reply to them to keep my 
place on the list. At first I didn't buy 
it, but then they caved in and gave 
me another five days to respond 
with another urgent submission. 

I'll have to stay home to watch 
the Super Bowl so I can be sure to 
pick up my oversized check. (Do 
banks charge an extra fee to cash 
those? That's the sort of thing I'll 
need to know.) I've already got my 
nonrefundable tickets to Aruba, and 
I've got a couple of shapely tropical 
suntan lotion "assistants" waiting 
for me. I burn easily so they'll have 
to be very diligent. 

Just color me a winner! 

Matt Shoemaker is a junior com- 
munications graphics major from 
Sunnyvale, Calif. 
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letters to the editor 
Be careful when giving sensitive information 

Students should avoid giving personal information for the sake 
of a $5 discount. 

At a recent poster sale in the Student Center Lounge, a form 
was available to fill out for a phone card and discount from a 
national phone company. 

It seems that the phone company reimburses the poster compa- 
ny for each phone card application they can obtain by offering the 
discount. Although it appears innocent enough. I would warn stu- 
dents against filling out an application such as this. This particu- 
lar offer included no information about the phone card (annual 
fees, rates, terms, etc.). 

Applicants may find themselves entering into a contract that 
they later regret. But what really disturbed me was the fact that 
this application REQUIRED students to disclose their social 
security number. No company should ever demand your SSN and 
you should never give it out unless it's absolutely necessary. I 
may be wrong but I've heard that even making such a request is 
illegal. 

Companies love taking advantage of college students — we are 
generally a very naive population who are easily duped. We 
should be extra suspicious of any marketing ploy that aims at us 
specifically. I'd like to reprimand the administration responsible 
for allowing such a questionable practice to take place on our 
campus. 

Crista C. Williams 
Junior psychology major 

All are invited to swim meet 
Saturday, Jan. 30 at I p.m. we will have our last home swim- 

ming meet of the season against Rice. We have a special group of 
seniors who will be competing in their last home meet for the 
Homed Frogs. Kevin Saal and Angela Clark are two of our divers 
who have done an outstanding job competing for TCU. Amanda 
Stevens, Kristy Hopper, Cindy Horrocks. Ashley Hudler and 
Maggie Topolski (currently ranked 24 in the nation in the 400IM) 
all have done an outstanding job in the pool and as leaders of our 
team. 

Jason Flint is another senior who will be competing in his last 
home meet for TCU. He is an NCAA All American, an Academic 
All American and is undefeated for his career at TCU in the 200- 
yard Breaststroke in dual competition. He currently has the third 
fastest time in the nation in this event. This is an amazing streak 
of wins against many of the top swimming schools in the country. 

I would like to invite and encourage you to watch the Frogs in 
action this weekend. We have a good team in the pool and good 
student-athletes in the classroom. We swim against Houston's 
women on Friday night at 6 p.m. and Rice's men and women on 
Saturday at 1 p.m. I want to thank all of our seniors for their lead- 
ership and for a great four years. We hope to see you there. 

Richard Sybenma 
TCU Swimming Coach 

Man StnamdurfSKIFF STAFF 
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BLOTTER 

Harassment 
Jan. 18, 2:29 a.m. — TCU Police received a call from 

Worth Hills about a Tomlinson Hall resident shooting a 
pellet gun at the Lambda Chi Alpha house. Police found 
the suspects on the third floor of Tomlinson, with the pel- 
let gun and cups of alcohol. All suspects were underage 
and received minor in possession charges. No one admit- 
ted to ownership of the pellet gun. 

Jan. 19, 11:02 a.m. — A woman reported receiving 
harassing phone calls from a female caller. The caller 
made derogatory remarks to the woman's mother, who 
answered the phone. The complainant has caller ID, which 
identified the harassing caller as a TCU student. 

Theft 
Jan. 6, 7:30 a.m. — A vacuum cleaner was missing 

from the first floor storage closet of Brachman Hall. The 
janitor had placed it in the closet and locked the closet the 
day before. 

Jan. 15, 8:57 a.m. — A coin-operated vending machine 
in the basement of the Ballet Building was missing much 
of its candy. Police found scraps of paint from the machine 

on die floor, indicating that it had been tilted and rattled. 
The basement door was also found ajar. 

Jan. 20, 11:13 a.m. — A coin-operated machine in 
Moncrief Hall was reported missing items. Police deter- 
mined that the machine had been shaken until the items 
fell free. A metal object had also been inserted into the 
coin insert area. 

Vandalism 
Jan. 10, 3:00 a.m. — An officer was making his rounds 

in the freshman parking lot behind the Ranch 
Management building when he found a forest green 
Nissan Altima that had been broken into. The left rear 
window and the steering column were broken, and the 
glove box and armrest leading to the trunk were open. 

Jan. 14 — Some time between 5:50 p.m. and 7:10 p.m., 
a car parked at the Bayard Friedman Tennis Center was 
broken into. Police found the small window behind the 
left rear window broken. 

Trespassing 
Jan. 12, 2:14 p.m. — Officers received a call that sus- 

pects were selling stereo speakers out of a van in the TCU 
Bookstore parking lot. Suspects claimed they did not real- 
ize the bookstore was TCU property. 

DECADES 
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Compiled by Pam Woodhead 

RECORD 
From Pagel  

ation of an ombudsman position at 
the Star-Telegram because the cred- 
ibility and image of the newspaper 
needed to be raised. 

"There were not enough people 
taking responsibility, not enough 
people saying, 'I'm sorry, I screwed 
up, and I'm sorry I did,'" he said. 

Record said he strove for fairness 
in listening to readers. 

"A good listener is one who can 
listen without putting a chip on his 
or her shoulder." he said. "In my 
job, it was very important to be a 
servant to the truth. I was an advo- 
cate for truth, not a particular side." 

Anantha Babbili, chairman of the 
journalism department, said it was 
because of Record's wisdom in the 
area of media ethics that he courted 
Record to work at TCU after his 
retirement. 

"He is a one-man brain trust of 

WESTCLIFF 
From Page 1 

penalty of 85 percent of one month's 
rent, Graham said. Residents of two 
apartments have already broken their 
leases — with the management's 
approval — and moved out. 

In light of the increased security, 
senior modern dance major Jennifer 
Walters said she does feel safer. 

"I've noticed a big change in the 
number of police walking around," 
she said. "I've noticed a big change in 
people not walking around by them- 
selves." 

Dana Kamavas, whose friend lives 
in Westcliff Manor, said she thinks 
the complex could provide more 
security. 

"I'd get some kind of crime watch 
going," she said. "The main thing is 

media ethics in the country," 
Babbili said. "Most people think, 
talk, contemplate, research ethics, 
but Phil Record does ethics. And 
now, all TCU students are direct 
beneficiaries of his insight." 

Although Record began teaching 
his first media ethics class at TCU 
10 days ago, he said he is already 
impressed with the students' inter- 
est in the subject matter and hopes 
to continue to teach the course. 

"There is a certain electricity in 
that classroom," he said. "I hope I 
can help those students make ratio- 
nal decisions that they can defend 
when they encounter ethical dilem- 
mas." 

Many of Record's students said 
they were impressed with him as 
well, especially with his firsthand 
journalistic experience. 

In addition, Nicole Edwards, a 

senior broadcast journalism major, 
said she is looking forward to shar- 
ing ideas with Record. 

"He seems like a really interest- 
ing man," she said. "He brings a lot 
of light to the subject, mainly from 
his experience." 

Paul Harral, who succeeded 
Record as the Star-Telegram's 
ombudsman, said the former 
"ombuzzard" — as Record was 
called by many Star-Telegram staff 
employees — is highly respected in 
the newspaper industry and other 
media organizations. 

Jim Witt, executive editor for the 
Star-Telegram, said Record is a 
wonderful journalist, a kind human 
being and a fun person to be 
around. 

"He helped make the Star- 
Telegram better every day he was 
here," he said. 

(residents) have got to communicate, 
have a get-together night." 

Karnavas, a resident of the 
University West neighborhood and a 
crime watch representative, suggest- 
ed that residents take simple precau- 
tions to protect themselves. 

"Have a game plan," she said. 
"Visualize yourself in a certain situa- 
tion. 

"The most important thing is to lis- 
ten to your instincts, moie than any- 
thing else." 

Hanlon added that trusting your 
instincts could save your life. 

"If you've ever gotten that gut feel- 
ing that something's wrong, don't 
ignore it," he said. "You can't go back 
once you've been attacked." 

Preparation is the best way to pre- 
vent an attack, Hanlon said. 

Hanlon stressed that even after the 
suspect has been caught, people 
should continue to attend to personal 
safety. Locking doors and windows 
and being aware of surroundings 
should always be done, he said. 

If faced with a dangerous situation, 
there is no prescribed set of things 
you should or should not do, Hanlon 
said. 

"At that point you do what you can 
to survive, and I can't tell you what 
that is," he said. 

"The most important thing 1 can 
say is do what you've got to do to sur- 
vive. And so far, all of the girls have 
done that." 

these services, Zollars himself 
spoke about the ideals of 
Christianity and drilled students on 
verses from the Bible, according to 
History. 

In addition to daily chapel, stu- 
dents and faculty were expected to 
attend Sunday morning and 
evening church services. Weekly 
prayer meetings and Sunday school 
were also an encouraged activity 
for students. 

Though regulations did not per- 
mit students to participate in any 
sports, involvement in the AddRan, 
Walton and Shirley literary soci- 
eties was popular, as were religious 
programs offered by Central 
Christian Church and by Young 
Peoples Society of Christian 
Endeavor, the YMCA and YWCA. 

During this era, the campus 
newspaper, established in 1902, 
was already a strong presence in 
student activity. The name of the 
paper, the Skiff, was chosen to sug- 
gest the paper's original motto: 
"We're rowing, not drifting." The 
weekly newspaper was renamed in 
1971 to the Daily Skiff, when the 
paper began to distribute four 
times a week. 

Another important event during 
this era was the replacement of the 
semester system with the quarter 
system in 1904. It wasn't restored 
until 1925. 

Due to Zollars' love for students 
and his intelligence, he was well- 
liked by students despite his "rigid 
system of monitors" and his 
enforcement of study hours in dor- 
mitories, Hall wrote. 

The student body was disap- 
pointed by Zollars' resignation in 
1906, which came about with dif- 
ferences between the Trustees and 
President Zollars regarding fiscal 
policies. Zollars had arranged for a 
successor: Dr. Clinton Lockhart. 
The sudden absence of Zollars, 
however, and the Trustees' refusal 
to explain his resignation created 
an estrangement among the stu- 
dents. 

The resignation was important, 
according to Hall, because it repre- 
sented the university's "passing 
from the frontier individualism 
into the period of the institution." 

Probably the most significant 
event for Texas Christian 
University in the first decade of the 
century,  according  to the book 

Texas Christian University: A 
Hundred Years of History , was the 
fire on Tuesday, March 23, 1910, 
which led to the relocation from 
Waco to its present campus in Fort 
Worth. 

A student account given by 
Buford Isaacks of the fire is given 
in the book, which was written by 
Jerome Moore. Isaacks said that 
students had just begun study hours 
when the smell of smoke drifted 
down from the fourth floor. 
According to Isaacks, residents of 
the lower floors were able to move 
most of their possessions to safety, 
but those on the tops floors rescued 
nothing. 

Despite the fire, classes resumed 
in professors' homes and other 
locations on the following 
Thursday, the second day after the 
fire. All 16 members of the senior 
class of 1910 graduated before the 
school relocated to Fort Worth. 

While TCU's Waco campus 
may be a faded memory, Hall's 
description of the small college 
institution in Texas — its close 
students and faculty — is part of 
this University's not-too-distant 
past. 

SCHOLARSHIP 
From Page 1        

the Texas Hope scholarship is a 
good idea because it promotes 
community service. 

"I like it for the fact that it will 
get students to give back to the 
community," she said. "I think 
that's important." 

Clark said the implementation 
of this scholarship could eventu- 
ally lead to a more diverse popu- 
lation at TCU. 

"I think it could make it a 
wider range of students, rather 
than just middle to upper-class 
students," she said. 

Lone Star Scholars, also pro- 
posed by Ellis, would pay 
tuition, fees and textbooks for 
students who earn at least a B 
average during their last semes- 
ter in high school. 

Sarah Nicholson, a sophomore 
biology major, said she thinks 
these requirements would be met 
by too many students for the pro- 
gram to be effective. 

"That's kind of a waste for the 
taxpayers to pay for all the stu- 
dents who make a B average," 
she said. "I think that's a lot of 
people." 

Rep. Henry Cuellar of Laredo 
proposed the Texas Gateway to 
the Future program, which would 
provide scholarships to students 
with family incomes of less than 
$75,000. 

Sarah Mathis, a sophomore 
elementary education major, said 
she does not think scholarships 
should be based on specific 
income cut-off points. 

"They need to take into con- 
sideration things like how many 
children the family has to put 
through college," she said. "It's 
not fair for families with more 
than one child." 

Michael Scott, director of 
scholarships and student finan- 
cial aid, said Texas students 
should not expect these scholar- 
ships to be available in the 
immediate future. 

"At this stage, they are just 
proposals, and we really don't 
know what the outcome will be," 
he said. 

Scott said he asks three ques- 
tions of all new scholarship plans 
and proposals. The first question 
is if the scholarships will be 
added to or reallocated from 
existing plans. 

"We want to know if this pro- 
posal is being made at the detri- 
ment of existing programs," he 
said. 

Scott said he would not object 
to the combination of several 
small programs, but he does not 
want funds to be taken from the 
Tuition Equalization Grant. This 
fund provides  more than $2.5 

million for TCU students. 
"The TEG works," Scott said. 

"It is one of the best, most posi- 
tive programs there is." 

Scott also said he looks for the 
administrative requirements for 
each scholarship. 

"They may look good on 
paper, but in reality they may be 
hard to carry out," he said. 

He also said he considers 
whether or not the state has the 
funds to follow through with the 
proposed scholarships because 
scholarship proposals sometimes 
pass without funds to support 
them. 

Scott said the legislature will 
probably combine parts from 
each scholarship rather than 
passing all three proposals. 

'They all have good parts and 
they all have bad parts," he said. 
"You will probably see a new 
program emerge and it will 
encompass the better parts of all 
of these." 

He said one complication with 
the proposed plans is understand- 
ing the definition of satisfactory 
academic progress. Different 
federal and state guidelines could 
make meeting these qualifica- 
tions confusing. 

"The goal is to weed out the 
bad parts and end up with the 
best parts of all of them," he said. 

GULLIVERS 
TRAVEL 
SERVICE, INC. 

WAC BASKETBALL TOURNAMENT 
LAS VEGAS, NEVADA 

MARCH 1-t, l»f9 

Adventure Tours Package 
Thursday, March 4 - Depart DFW @ 8:00 am 

Arrive LAS @ 8:30 am 
Sunday, March 7 - Depart LAS @ 11:30 am 

Arrive DFW @ 4:00 pm 

$399 per person 
Package includes: Round trip via Champion Air 

3 nights hotel at Harrah's <double occupancy> 
Round trip airport/hotel transfers 
Insurance available for $39.00 per person 

924-7766 travel@gullivers.com 

food service 

ski   Instructors 

pool directors 

wranglers "f" nuords 
program staff 
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nurses 

day care/nursery 

iiglirrfltltn 

lyl.c. T..o, 75711 
(800) 225-9069 
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OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK       4750 Bryant Irving, 
Sun-Thurs: 11:00 am - 9:30 pm 
Fri-Sat: 11:00 am- 10:00 pm 

Suite #822 
Fort Worth, TX 76132 

817-370-9888 

Fax: 817-314-8333 

e Order of Frit 
With any purchase of burgers or Sandwiches. 

Limit one coupon per person. Expires 4-30-99 

Pulliam Journalism Fellowships 

Graduating college seniors are invited to apply for the 26th annual 
Pulliam Journalism Fellowships. We will grant 10-week summer 
internships to 20 journalism or liberal arts majors in the August 1998- 
June 1999 graduating classes. 

Previous internship or part-time experience at a newspaper is desired. 
Winners will receive a $5,250 stipend and will work at either The 
Indianapolis Star and The Indianapolis News or The Arizona- 
Republic. 

Early-admissions application postmark deadline is Nov. 15, 1998. 
By Dec. 15, 1998, up to five early-admissions winners will be 
notified. All other entries must be postmarked by March 1, 1999. 

To request an application packet, write: Russell B. Pulliam 
Fellowships Director 
The Indianapolis News 
P.O. Box 145 
Indianapolis, IN 46206 

Photographers wanted. 
If you're interested in taking photos for the Skiff 

call Patrick at 257.7428 

TRAFFIC TICKETS 
defended but only in Fort 

Worth, Arlington, and 
elsewhere in Tarrant County. 
No promises as to results. Any fine 
and any court costs are not included 

in fee for legal representation. 

JAMES R.MALLORY 
Attorney at Law 

3024 Sandage Ave. 
Fort Worth, TX 76109-1793 

(817) 924-3236 
Not certified by trie Texas Board of Legal Spcciaiizaimn 
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1-800-BEACH-BUM 

STUDENT SUPPORT SERVICES 

A |I TO 
I DUCATIOMALSUCCESS!!! 

SSS services are free to qualified students. 

\ 4yv*)!3erv'ces Offered: 
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1 Senior swimmer keeps streak 
Campus 
TTiis weekend's 
home sports 

The women's and men's 
swim teams have their last 
home meets of the season this 
weekend. The women swim 
the University of Houston 
today at 6 p.m. in the Rickel 
Building and both the men and 
women face Rice at 1 p.m. on 
Saturday in the Rickel. 

The women's basketball 
team will also face Rice this 
weekend. The team plays at 1 
p.m. Sunday in Daniel-Meyer 
Coliseum. 

MLB 
Gonzalez to seek 
#100 million contract 

DALLAS (AP) — Texas 
Rangers outfielder Juan 
Gonzalez, thinks he is worth as 
much as any player in the 
major leagues. 

Gonzalez told a newspaper 
in Puerto Rico he is worth as 
much as free-agent pitcher 
Kevin Brown, who recently 
signed a $105 million contract. 

Gonzalez has been named 
Most Valuable Player in the 
American League two of the 
past three seasons. During that 
three-year period, he averaged 
.310, hit 45 homers and had 
144 RBIs. 

The Dallas Morning News 
reported Thursday that 
Gonzalez made the remarks to 
El Nuevo Dia during the 
Dominican Republic Winter 
League championship. He was 
not available for comment, the 
newspaper reported Thursday. 

"A pitcher cannot be worth 
more than an everyday player 
and less than one who has won 
two Most Valuable Player 
awards in three years," 
Gonzalez was quoted as telling 
the Puerto Rico newspaper. 

Gonzalez is signed for $8.5 
million this season, and the 
Rangers hold an option for 
2000 for the same salary. 

Rangers general manager 
Doug Melvin said the Rangers 
would start to work on a con- 
tract extension for Gonzalez, 
perhaps as early as this spring. 

NCAA 
Thousands line Austin 
streets for parade 

AUSTIN (AP) — Four- 
year-old Heather Marshall 
knows why Heisman Trophy 
winner Ricky Williams is about 
the most popular person in 
Austin, even if she has her 
sports a little mixed up. 

"What does Ricky score a lot 
of?" her mother Joyce asked. 

"Home runs!" Heather said. 
Williams does play baseball, 

but it was his football exploits 
that drew thousands of Texas 
fans to Congress Avenue for a 
downtown parade in honor of 
Williams and the Texas 
Longhorns' Cotton Bowl 
championship team. 

Williams set 16 NCAA 
records including rushing yards 
(6,279) and touchdowns (75) in 
his career at Texas and was the 
key in taking a 4-7 team in 
1997 to 9-3 in 1998 under first- 
year coach Mack Brown. 

Thursday's mid-afternoon 
parade under partly cloudy 
skies drew a crowd of suit-and- 
tie businessmen and mothers 
and fathers with preschoolers 
in their arms. 

The parade lasted almost 
two hours and often was slow, 
with spectators sometimes 
waiting several minutes to see 
which high school band or car 
load of players or local politi- 
cians would come next. 

By the time Williams and a 
few of his teammates made the 
procession, police had to tell 
people who had moved onto 
the street to get back on the 
sidewalk. 

After the parade, the crowd 
moved to Austin's Waterloo 
Park where Cotton Bowl offi- 
cials presented Texas with die 
official Cotton Bowl champi- 
onship trophy. The Longhorns 
defeated Mississippi State 38- 
11 on Jan. 1. 

By Tom Sullivan 
STAFF REPORTER 

Baseball Hall of Famer Lou Gehrig had A 
Streak. 

Future baseball Hall of Famer Cal Ripken 
holds The Streak. 

TCU Horned Frog Swimmer Jason Flint 
has The Streak. 

Flint, a senior market- 
ing major, has not lost a 
200-yard breaststroke 
event since coming to 
swim at TCU. That's 
twenty-five in a row, to 
be exact. 

"After my sophomore 
year I realized 1 hadn't 
lost a race," Flint said. 
"And this year ... I am 
just so fired up." 

Flint came to TCU from Canada and was- 
n't heavily recruited out of high school. 

"I wasn't that good in high school," he 
said. "I wrote to many schools and was very 
fortunate Richard (Sybesma, aquatics head 
coach) gave me a chance to swim here." 

Flint says the two are close. 
"The cool thing is Richard and I are like 

friends," he said. "He's a great coach and a 
great friend." 

To say Flint has excelled during his four- 

Jason Flint 

year career at TCU is an understatement. He 
currently holds the third-fastest 200-yard 
breaststroke time in the nation, and he's an 
AU-American in both academics and athlet- 
ics. 

"It's a good balance of athletics and acad- 
emics," Flint said of his All-American sta- 
tus. "In the short-term you would think 
swimming is more important. But the key is 
the work in the classroom." 

Sybesma says coaching Flint has been an 
honor. 

"He's an absolute stud," the coach said. 
"He might even be our best swimmer ever." 

While Flint has been successful during his 
time in Fort Worth, he has also had success 
back home in Canada. 

He competed in the Commonwealth 
Games last summer for Canada and finished 
in the top ten in the 100- and 200-meter 
breaststroke. 

Flint also said he has a shot at the 
Olympics. 

"I'm going to go home and swim at the 
Nationals, and I need to qualify for the 
National Team," he said. "If I make the team 
it means I'll have a good shot at the 
Olympics." 

Balancing school with athletics can be 
tough, especially with The Streak Flint cur- 
rently holds, but he says he's used to it. 

"It's not that hard," he said. "I've grown 
up doing this, and I am at the pool four hours 
a day so I've learned to balance it." 

Flint says when he came to TCU as a 
freshman his long-term goal was to compete 
in the NCAA's, which is based on time at the 
end of the season. 

"My long-term goal was to make NCAA's 
and just swim in those meets," he said. "I set 
high hopes." 

The sport most Canadians play is hockey, 
and Flint was no different. But when he was 
14, he had a tough decision to make. 

"I played hockey until I was 14," he said. 
"But I had to make a decision — either 
swimming or hockey. Since my brother 
swam at the University of Arizona, I wanted 
to follow in his footsteps." 

Flint has more than followed his big- 
brother's footsteps. 

He was named TCU Outstanding Athlete 
last year and was also named Freshman 
Athlete of the Year. Flint said he considers 
winning these awards a great accomplish- 
ment. 

With The Streak on the line every week 
against a new opponent, Flint says it has 
caught up to him. 

"I was worried against Tennessee and I've 
put a lot of pressure on myself," he said. 
"With only two more meets left..." 

Flint said he thinks about The Streak 
everyday. 

"I'd be very disappointed if I lose," he 
said. "With only two more to go, it would 
kind of sum up my career." 

Sybesma says Flint deserves more atten- 
tion. 

"He deserves all the attention because this 
thing is great, and he's such a humble super- 
star," Sybesma said. 

Sybesma is doing his best in giving Flint 
his due. 

"Richard has done a great job in making 
this a spectator atmosphere," Flint said. 
"People commend us on the way we do 
things and Coach should be given credit for 
that." 

With only one home meet left, this 
Saturday against Rice at the Rickel, Flint 
doesn't know how he'll react when it's over. 

"It's probably not going to hit me," he 
said. "To say its over here — I'm not going 
to focus on this being my last home meet." 

Flint says his parents won't be there to 
watch him extend The Streak this weekend 
but they will be there at the NCAA's. 

Flint said he knew at the beginning of the 
year he was at the start of something special. 

"This year I kind of saw I had a chance at 
extending it." 

It's at 25 and counting. 

Hoops extend 
winning streak 
By Rusty Simmons 
SKIFF STAFF 

Tulsa managed to keep it inter- 
esting for sixteen minutes Thursday 
night, but before the crowd could 
file out of Daniel-Meyer Coliseum, 
the TCU women's basketball team 
took over and ended the game with 
an 80-68 victory. 

With just under four minutes 
remaining in the first half, the 
Golden Hurricane led 32-22. TCU 
head coach Mike Petersen said this 
stint of Tulsa-dominated basketball 
was highlighted by the shorter line 
up out-rebounding TCU and creat- 
ing mismatches on offense. 

"We have a harder time with 
teams that don't have a post play- 
er," Petersen said. "Asking our post 
players to guard a 5' 11" power for- 
ward creates match ups that aren't 
very good, and we can't defend." 

After a bucket by junior 
Diamond Jackson and an adminis- 
trative technical foul against Tulsa 
— a player entered play, but was 
not in the official score book — the 
Homed Frogs went on an 11-0 run. 
Sophomore Amy Sutton sank the 
two free throws, and then Jackson 
used the next two possessions to 
score five unanswered points. A. 
Sutton added a lay up to complete 
the run and gave TCU its first lead 
of the game 33-32. 

Jackson said the technical foul 
woke the Horned Frogs up. 

"Something had to spark us," 
Jackson said. "I guess the technical 
was our cue." 

TCU carried that cue into the 
second half. Junior Shonda Mack 
gave the Hoops three extra shots on 
the first possession of the half by 
grabbing two offensive boards and 
keeping another ball alive. 

"I thought Shonda played great 
tonight," Petersen said. "She gave 
us great energy." 

Sophomore Jill Sutton was a 
recipient of this energy surge as she 

knocked down four three-pointers 
and a lay up in the opening seven 
minutes of the second half. Two 
baskets by senior Misty Meadows 
and a three-pointer by A. Sutton 
added to J. Sutton's hot hand gave 
TCU an 11-point lead with 11:35 
left in the game. 

Jackson said the shooting was 
not the key in the Horned Frogs' 
lead building. 

"What we need to do is rebound 
and play good defense," Jackson 
said. "Our shots will be there when 
those things start happening." 

The defensive pressure and 
rebounding intensity did start hap- 
pening for TCU more and more as 
the game went along. The Homed 
Frogs forced 22 turnovers on 11 
steals and out-rebounded Tulsa in 
the second half. TCU used this sec- 
ond half emergence to put Tulsa 
away 80-68. 

Mack's four steals and 10 
rebounds were both game-highs, 
while Jackson scored half of the last 
20 TCU points and ended with a 
team-high 22 points. 

J. Sutton added 16 points, and A. 
Sutton chipped in with 15 points, 
but the most important statistic for 
the Horned Frogs goes in the win 
column. 

The win pushes TCU to 12-6 
overall and 4-2 in the Western 
Athletic Conference. More impres- 
sively, the win extends the Homed 
Frogs' WAC winning streak to four 
games, a new TCU women's bas- 
ketball team record for league wins 
in both the Southwest Conference 
and the WAC. 

Petersen said the record is signif- 
icant, but not impressive. 

"I think it is important to be good 
enough to string wins together," he 
said. "I'm just waiting for the day 
the record is 14 wins in a row." 

TCU may be able to continue its 
record-setting on Sunday when the 
team hosts Rice at 1 p.m. 

David DwWSKIFF STAFF 

Sophomore guard Jill Sutton puts up a lay up in Thursday night's 12-point victory over Tulsa. 

A look back at 1998's sweetest moments 
Now that the new year is in 

full swing, it is time for 
sports fans everywhere to 

take a long, contemplative look 
back at the blessing that was the 
1998 year in 
sports. 

If you like 
sports, you 
probably 
loved 1998. 
The year will 
go down in 
sports lore as 
a year of des- 
tiny, no mat- 
ter what your 
sport of 
choice is. 

Here's' a look at the biggest 
sports stories of '98 (in no partic- 
ular order): 

NASCAR continued its mete- 
oric rise to the top of American 
sports culture  as  Jeff Gordon 

TODD J. 
SHRIBER 

solidified himself as one of the 
sport's greatest drivers of all-time. 

Gordon tied Richard Petty's 
modem-day record of 13 races 
won while transforming a sport 
formerly known for its Southern 
culture into a national phenome- 
non. NASCAR was heavily criti- 
cized for lack of interest when it 
seemed like every race was won 
by Gordon and Mark Martin was 
always second, but Gordon, a 
California native, broke down 
"Good Ole Boy" barriers and 
made it the fastest growing sport 
in America. 

If baseball is your cup of tea 
then '98 was dream come true. 
Mark McGwire and Sammy Sosa 
renewed interest in "America's 
Game" with their incredible chase 
of Roger Maris' home run record. 

Along the way this dazzling duo 
polished baseball's tarnished 
image and brought fans back out 

to ballparks across the country. 
Although McGwire broke the 
record first, interest never dwin- 
dled until the season's final game. 

The pair literally slugged it out 
until McGwire emerged as the 
victor with 70 dingers to Sosa's 
66. However, both players proved 
they are true champions. 

The New York Yankees also 
added to baseball's '98 destiny. 
This team won its second World 
Series in three years while rolling 
to the best record in baseball. 

The Yanks were anchored by a 
plethora of All-stars and the 
game's best manager in Joe Torre. 
What was truly amazing about the 
'98 Yankees was their ability to 
make everything look so easy. 

On to football, where destiny 
practically had a field day in '98. 
Can you say Denver Broncos and 
Tennessee Volunteers? 

Unless you're a Packers  fan, 

seeing John Elway and the rest of 
the Broncos end the NFC's stran- 
glehold on the Super Bowl was 
mesmerizing. Seeing running 
back Terrell Davis, a former sixth- 
round draft pick, win the game's 
MVP award in his hometown of 
San Diego was special. 

Even more impressive is the 
fact that during this season Davis 
and the Broncos made a run at an 
undefeated season while Davis 
won the league's Most Valuable 
Player award for rushing for 
more than 2,000 yards and lead- 
ing Denver back to the Super 
Bowl. 

In the college arena, who 
would've thought Tennessee-sans- 
Peyton Manning would have won 
the national championship? Not 
only were the Volunteers without 
Manning, but they were without 
several players who were first- 
round draft picks. 

Quarterback Tee Martin stepped 
out of Manning's shadow to do 
several things Golden Boy Peyton 
didn't do: Beat Florida, win the 
SEC championship and a national 
championship. 

The TCU Horned Frogs joined 
in on destiny's party as head 
coach Dennis Franchione took a 
team that was 1-10 in '97 to a Sun 
Bowl victory over the once- 
mighty Southern California in '98. 
Although the Frogs lose 12 
seniors that were the nucleus of 
this year's squad, next year's team 
figures to be even better with 
returning players at almost every 
position. 

Here's looking at 1998: Thanks 
for the memories. 

Todd J. Shriber is a junior 
broadcast journalism major from 
Laguna Niguel, Calif. 
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RUDV by flaron Brown  Chaos by Brian Shuster 

Academia Nuts 
This last Wfer QsKs-. 
"Lad Semesftr e«W 
(Jit*   Sunthtr feeing 
oUuctepl by aliens. 

DM tappeiW h km? 

by John P. Araujo 
/41-riii'ghf/ Nou> y<xfre 
"3etti>r jiggy wi/A /r7" 

THE Daily Crossword Edited by Wayne Robert Williams 

Acad9mlaNt@aol.com 

Texas Critter University        by Jamie Elizabeth Brinkman 

One slip of the tongue and Dorothy found herself 
in Nome, Alaska. 

purple  poll 

Lex by Phil Flickinger 
LEX.   fWCMSTINAToM 
ANC-NWWUS    CHUV. 
ntifm H*VIN& A 

MlfTtrlb   TOWI&HT 

IT DEMOWSTMTES 
WltMTM.   I'LL 

TELL    VOU   MORE 
AfOUT    IT    LATER 

ON SCHOLARSHIP? 

YES/   Nm 

Data collected from an informal poll 
conducted in TCU's Main Cafeteria. 
This poll is not a scientific sampling 

and should not be regarded as represen- 
tative of campus public opinion. 

ACROSS 
1 Winner's token 
6 Prognosticator 

10 Critic Slskel 
14 Make right 
15 Folklore 

monster 
16 Egg-ohaped 
17 Island nation 
18 Oub 
19 Cup brims 
20 Hospital wing 
21 "The Dating 

Game" theme 
24 Let it stand 
25 Teachers' org. 
26 Business 

transaction 
29 Stand 
31 "_ Pyle, 

USMC" 
36 Common man 

of ancient 
Rome 

37 One: It. 
38 Beach shelter 
39 "The Mary Tyler 

Moore Show* 
theme 

42 "A Night to 
Remember" 
star 

43 Take to court 
44 Thought 
45 S. Korean city 
46 Dugout stack 
47 Char slightly 
48 Ankara 
50 Come to a stop 
52 "The Doris Day 

Show" theme 
57 Egyptian cobra 
60 Do-others 

separator 
61 Smell 
62 Misrepresent 
64 False god 
65 Oscar Hoya 
66 Privileged few 
67 Little lake 
68 First garden 
69 One cubic 

decimeter 

DOWN 
1 "Auntie " 
2 Latin list-ender 
3 Barbie, e.g. 
4 Picnic pest 
5 Minimum 

TMSPuzzkMOaot.com 
2 3 4 

' 6 7 | 
' 
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14 
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H" I ' 
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By Gregory E. Paul 
Scottdale, PA 

6 Short musical 
piece 

7 Alaska's first 
governor 

8 Weasel with a 
black-tipped tail 

9 Singer Delia 
10 Links activity 
11 Wicked 
12 Back of the 

neck 
13 "Lohengrin" 

lady 
22 Examine 
23 "_ the 

Horrible" 
24 "Airport" co- 

star Jean 
26 Wet impact 
27 Hilo farewell 
28 Flood shield 
30 Latin beat 
32 Woodwinds 

member 
33 Bea Arthur 

sitcom 
34 Three trios 
35 "M*A"S"H" 

clerk 
38 Roman salad? 

1/29/99 

Thursday's Puzzle Solved 
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40 Accustom 
41 Protestant 

denomination 
46 Formed drops 
49 Wear away 
51 Product 

sticker 
52 Witty remark 
53 Loosen 

54 Berkshire 
college 

55 Auctioneer's 
last word 

56 One-and-only 
57 Touched down 
58 Location 
59 Equal 
63 Actor Wallach 

Get the word out. 
Advertise. 

Our ads get results. To get a piece of the 
action call Skiff Advertising at 257.7426 
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Springs'& ctfer& 

lAll males interested in Spring Fraternity Rush: 

There will be an informational meeting 
|Wednesday, February 3rd from 5-7 p.m. in the 

Student Center Ballroom. 

Contact Chris Sipple with any questions 

lAll females interested in Spring Sorority Rush: 

Sign up in Sadler Hall Rm. 16 by January 29, 
1999. 

Contact Amy Hall with any questions. 

FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL THE OFFICE OF 

FRATERNITY AND SORORITY AFFAIRS 

\1~1W. 
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•1        9 'Gifts of the Nile 
No mummies, but Egyptian exhibit still good 
By Kevin Dunleavy 
SKIFF STAFF 

At the onset of this article, I 
promised my editor absolutely no 
"mummy" jokes. I was forbidden 
from any tired, tattered and 
cliched references to the only wit- 
ticism that ties in nicely with 
ancient Egyptian culture. We'll 
see what happens. 

Museum 

SPECIAL TO THE SKIFF 

LOST AND FOUND. The Kimbell Art Museum presents a collection of 
Egyptian relics and treasures throughout the centuries. 

From Jan. 24 to April 25, the 
Kimbell Art Museum will display 
over 200 small scale artifacts from 
over 30 Egyptian collections. The 
pieces range in age from almost 
3,000 years old to designs made 
during the Roman Empire. The 
Kimbell has a reputation for dis- 
playing a fine show and once 
again they did not disappoint in 
this program, "Gifts of the Nile: 
Ancient Egyptian Faience." 

The underlying theme of this 
exhibit is the Egyptian's use of 
faience, which at first mention 
sounds like a disease contracted 
from drinking Nile river water. 
Faience is actually a non-clay 
ceramic made mostly of quartz 
that the Egyptians used as a paste 
to glaze their pottery. 

To them, it was considered a 
mystical substance symbolizing 
the eternal luster of the sun, the 
moon and the  stars. They used 

faience on practically every work 
they did and its brilliant, glassy 
turquoise color shines better and 
has lasted longer than the paint on 
my car. 

The show consisted of various 
colored beads, ties, chalices, pots, 
bowls and urns that are your stan- 
dard fare at most exhibitions. In 
other words, they're boring. I 
think most people have seen bro- 
ken bits of dishes before and 
there's nothing exactly captivating 
about looking at them. 
Fortunately, they consisted of a 
small part of the show. 

Among pieces that drew more 
attention were miniature statues 
crafted in the likeness of an 
Egyptian god like Osiris or Bes. 
They possessed such distinct 
shadows and vivid contrasts, the 
hieroglyphics looked freshly 
painted and the luminous faience 
sparkled fiercely in the light. 

The depictions of "erotic" sym- 
bols were the basis of many of the 
works. Subsequently, they were 
also the most interesting to view. 
A bowl depicted a monkey play- 
fully untying a girdle of courie 
shells from a young girl, but the 
erotic nuances of that went 
beyond my understanding. 

The most examined piece of 
this naughty section was a sculp- 
ture of two lovingly intertwined 
figures of which the adorning sign 
said,  "the  beauty  of  the  very 

human-looking primates engaged 
in a beloved Egyptian pastime is 
compelling." Beloved pastime? Of 
what, wrestling? Oh wait, I get 
it... 

Some of the more popular items 
included small sculptures of rams, 
hedgehogs, monkeys, scorpions 
and frogs. 1 thought some looked 
more like lumps of clay but I kept 
my opinions to myself, lest I 
offend the Egyptian gods. 

A large amulet bestowed bene- 
fits on its owner of "life, 
endurance, dominion and millions 
and millions of years" and was my 
favorite piece of the collection 
because, simply put, it just looked 
really cool. 

Other interesting artifacts were 
a small image of the god Bes 
holding a ring which was used 
for"eye-paint applicator" (appar- 
ently make-up kits existed back 
then) and an Egyptian new year's 
flask. Judging by the immense 
size of the container, some 
Egyptian didn't want to pay the 
cover charge at King Tut's New 
Year's Eve party at the Sphinx. 

The show was immaculately 
organized, informative and clearly 
presented. For those of you whose 
ancient Egyptian knowledge 
begins with "Stargate" and ends 
with "Prince of Egypt," I encour- 
age you to expand your horizons 
with this well-done exhibition. 
Grade: B+ 

Where's the weirdest of the web? 
By Guy Bickers 
SKIFF STAFF 

Welcome, my friends, to the show that 
never ends. The show I speak of is the 
database-turned-toy called the World 
Wide Web. Anyone on campus who has- 
n't used it at least once is in the definite 
minority. The purpose of this column is 
not to educate or enhance study potential, 
but to entertain and inform you about all 
the web has to offer. 

Internet 
This column is intended to be a week- 

ly guide to interesting happenings on the 
WWW for all of us to look at together 
and enjoy, or possibly be repulsed by. (If 
you are looking lor new links to molecu- 
lar biology. 18th century American 
Literature or sex this is not the column.) 

The best way 1 can think of to christen 
this little area of mine is with a random 
smattering of sites I've hit on my travels. 
You may like some, all or none of them, 
and I claim no responsibility for what you 
may find 

EvilPeople, Inc. 
(www.gaijin.com/evilpeople) 

This is hands-down one of the funniest 
and most bizarre sites I've ever seen. It is 
a site dedicated to the propagation of evil 
throughout the world. From its headquar- 

ters you can find an entire history of evil, 
join the company, sell a soul and send a 
customized plague via e-mail. EvilPeople 
is the company responsible for Hitler, 
Darth Vader and the Mongol Hordes. 

Cruel Site of the Day 
(www.cruel.com) 

Cool-Site-of-the-Day started a trend of 
everyone deciding to set up a "Cool 
Links" type of thing. (Even CNN is guilty 
of it.) One man, Rogers Cadenhead, 
decided it was unbearable and set up his 
own version, which is far superior to the 
rest. Upon arrival at the site, you merely 
click on the Cruelette Wheel to he trans- 
ported to a bizarre and deranged site. 
Featured sites include a really desperate 
guy's homepage (no, not mine), all sorts 
of bizarre people and things and the ever 
popular Dead Seal-o-Gram. The wheel 
rarely takes you to the same place twice 
and never disappoints. 

Radio Free New York (rfny.sim- 
plenet.com/pagc 10.html) 

This is a hilarious site set up by some 
disc spinners in New York. If you have 
RealAudio installed, especially the G2 
version, you have to go here! It's all out- 
takes from the likes of Casey Kasem and 
Howard Cosell. Go here just to hear 
Kasem's rant about death dedications, 
with more expletives than the Watergate 
tapes. 

Kevin Kelm's Homepage 
(www.xvt.com/users/kevink) 

This one, sent to me by a friend in Las 
Colinas, defies description. Kevin Kelm 
has assembled the most bizarre collection 
of pages in recent memory. His entries 
include Celebrity Whack-a-Mole and 
how to cook Ewok (mighty tasty) and 
many, many more. The main page is 
memorable if only for the face with the 
demonic tongue and eyes that follow the 
pointer around the screen. This is a taste- 
less site with all the trimmings, guaran- 
teed not to disappoint the lowest common 
denominator, i.e. I loved it. 

BBC News 
(news.bbc.co.uk) 

A more serious site than most of the 
above, but capable of hilarity nonethe- 
less. Here you can get news in your native 
language. However, the news can get 
rather odd at times. The BBC broke the 
news about the NSA banning Furbies 
from their HQ and have recently reported 
about the most advanced robotic brain 
made being readied for insertion into a 
robotic cat! Weird but funny things can 
be found here proving we should never 
underestimate the Brits. 

Well, that's all for now. Hopefully no 
one out there will be permanently scarred 
by these sites. If you find anything good, 
non-educational and not obscene send the 
address to scaredforlife@hotmaU.com. 
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Armageddon sounds like a success 
End of the world turns out to 
be a real bang for Busta Rhymes 
By Jool Anderson 
STAFF REPORTER 

In all likelihood, the only things to sur- 
vive — according to Busta Rhymes' 
prophecies of an apocalyptic turn of the 
century — are cockroaches. But just in 
case, Busta has sprinkled his third solo 
release, "Extinction Level Event," with 
enough party joints and cartoonish hijinks 
to assure his commercial success through- 
out the next century. 

Music 
Apparently Busta was presented with this 

dilemma while recording in the studio: 
stack papers or drop knowledge? With his 
underground acceptance pretty much 
assured since his days with the bohemian 
quartet, Leaders of The New School, Busta 
has decided to expand his fan base. 

Busta's rapid-fire delivery and high-ener- 
gy presence catapulted his last two albums, 
1996's "The Coming," and 1997's "When 
Disaster Strikes," to platinum status. But 
without the lyrical depth of an artist like 
Nas, or a definitive fan base like Master P 
has, Busta's prospects for a long-term solo 
career in the rap game hinge heavily on this 
album. Without a doubt, Busta is one of 
hip-hop's most complex characters: Class 
clown at one moment, thugged-out the next 
and, on other occasions, a prophet. 

"Gimme Some More," the album's first 
single release, is apparently Busta's theme 
in the final year before the predicted 
Judgment Day. On this track. Busta's 
machine-gun delivery articulates his capi- 
talistic leanings in the calm before the 
storm of the millennium's arrival. 

The album's first track, "Everybody 
Rise," exhorts people to: "Follow the plan/ 
Just get money and capitalize and hold on 
to your stacks/ F - nostalgia/ We keep it 
moving, ain't no looking back." Nobody 
has made the impending end of the world 
sound better than Busta. Instead of fearing 
the end, in fact, Busta urges us to party like 

it's 1999. 
Other end-of-the-world jams like the 

album's title song, "Extinction Level Event 
(The Song of Salvation)," are steeped in 
well-executed production that rely on 
heavy-handed bass and Timbaland-flavored 
bounciness. 

The album's weak spots are the highly- 
anticipated collaborations with wildman 
Ozzy Osbourne on "This Means War," 
which is a remake of the 1971 Black 
Sabbath classic, "Iron Man," and the slinky 
"What's It Gonna Be?!" featuring the sen- 
sual Janet Jackson. 

Busta's lyrics are stymied by Osbourne's 
weak effort to recapture his past glory. 
Osbourne can't match Busta's turbulent 
intensity, and sounds if he was tranquilized 
before the recording session. 

The duet with Jackson is an obvious rip- 
off of Aaliyah's "One In A Million," 
(although an artist as creative as Busta can 
be given artistic license from time to time). 
Jackson croons that she's "gonna make 
your body wet," but her smoothed-out 
vocals are ill-suited for the rough and 
ready-to-rumble Busta. 

"E.L.E." has more than its fair share of 
bright spots, like the earthquaking cuts 
"Tear Da Roof Off and "Do It To Death," 
which showcases Busta's playful wordplay: 
"Pitter patter you chitter chatter too much/ 
I'm a splitter splatter your blidder bladder/ 
Make you spill out your guts" and "Vital 
and critical/ Literal   lyrical/ Make  n  
pitiful/ Go to the clinical/ Examine your 
physical." 

As the year 2000 approaches, Busta is 
rapidly becoming the hardest-working man 
in hip-hop, recently releasing a gold album 
with his prot£ge\s. the Flipmode Squad. 
Hip-hop fans shouldn't fret about the 
future, as Busta is producing albums at a 
breakneck pace. 

Hopefully, something as small as 
Armageddon won't prevent Busta from 
blessing the new world with another album 
as playful and enjoyable as "E.L.E." 
Grade: B+ 

BUSTIN' A GROOVE. Busta Rhymes' new album has enough 
carry the genre through the upcoming millenium. 

SPECIAL TO THE SKIFF 

strong hip-hop music to 

Warren Brother's album is as cold as the title 
By Trteha PkfcanJ 
SKIFF STAFF 

The family effort of Brad and 
Brett Warren, a.k.a. The Warren 
Brothers, on their new CD, 
"Beautiful Day in the Cold Cruel 
World," is a feeble musical attempt 
at best that didn't live up to my 

Music 
expectations. The sounds of the 
two brothers are complimentary, 
with Brett singing lead vocals and 
Brad playing lead guitar on their 
collaborative song writing 
attempts, but they completely miss 
the mark of being anything extra- 
ordinary. 

I don't claim to be any kind of 
country music expert, or even a 

devoted fan, but I have noticed that 
the face of country music has 
changed in the past decade. The 
once strong dividing line between 
rock and country has now faded. 
This album falls somewhere in the 
hazy middle, but more on the coun- 
try side of the spectrum. 

The Warren Brothers fit in per- 
fectly with all of the other young, 
new country artists, from their rock 
star looks (long hair minus the 
Wranglers and boots) to all of their 
songs. Like all stereotypical country 
songs, they are basically about two 
things; finding love and losing it. 

Most of the twelve songs on 
"Cold Cruel World" grated on my 
nerves. They were all sappy love 
songs that inspire nothing but nau- 
sea by being generic and pre- 
dictable in  the  worst  way.  The 

characteristic sound of the Warren 
Brothers is merely soft adult pop- 
rock with a little random country 
twang thrown into the mix. I can 
almost guarantee that any student's 
middle-aged mother would love it. 

The energy and catchiness of 
songs like "Guilty," "The Enemy" 
and "Just another Sad Song" prove 
to be two redeeming qualities of 
"Cold Cruel World." My money is 
on "Guilty" to become the big hit 
single because it is fun to listen to 
(although only about twice before 
it gets old) and easy to sing along 
with (the word "guilty" is repeated 
about twenty times). "Just Another 
Sad Song" is the best song on the 
album because it is simple and well 
written. Lyrics include "All I ever 
wanted/ Was to be happy and free/ 
But sometimes it just   takes so 

much/ To bring those things to 
me." 

The track "Loneliest Girl in the 
World" and the title track, "Cold 
Cruel World" are mercilessly bru- 
tal. These songs represent the 
unsuccessful and witless attempt of 
the Warren Brothers to make some 
intuitive and profound statement 
about love and life in general. The 
harder that they try to be original 
and above average, the worse they 
seem to fare. 

Track three, "Better Man" was a 
great disappointment for me, prob- 
ably because I was inadvertently 
and unfairly comparing The 
Warren Brothers' "Better Man" to 
the Pearl Jam song with the same 
title (my personal favorite). The 
two songs are similar in title only 
as the Warren Bros, say "You make 

me wanna/ Be a better man/ You 
make me wanna/ Do the best I 
can." 

Track eight, "She wants to 
Rock" is torture to passively listen 
to, but if you want to dance, it 
would be a good two-stepping 
song. If you are lucky, there might 
be a really cool line dance for it too 
(if you are into that sort of thing). 
The lyrics "It's just my luck/ 
Wouldn't you know/ She wants to 
rock/ But I gotta roll" could easily 
lend themselves to some cheesy 
line dance. 

The Warren Brothers aren't hor- 
rible musicians, they just aren't all 
that great. And "Beautiful Day in 
the Cold Cruel World" isn't the 
worst album of the year, but I 
wouldn't waste my money on it. 
Grade: l)+ 
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Boredom. I don't care who you 

are or what powers you feel you 

hold over your leisure time. We all 

fall victim to the age-old game of 

"What do you want to do?" "I 

don't know, what do you want to 

do?" more often than we'd like. 

Having been raised in a society 

in which television has dictated 

that every waking moment of a 

worthwhile life should be as excit- 

ing as a beer commercial, we've 

almost set ourselves up for a big 

fall when we realize that instead of 

it always being Miller time, it's 

usually run-of-the-mill time. 

Notice I said almost... 

Fortunately for us, TCU is locat- 

ed right in the heart of a city that 

contains some answers to our 

never-ending search for something 

to write home about. The only 

catch is, you have to go out and 

actually find them. 

I know this sounds a little 

frightening, but if you want to 

break the mold and discover an 

exciting side of Fort Worth that 

you never knew could satisfy 

your entertainment needs, you 

might have to abandon your 

weekly routine of renting a movie 

or spending 18 consecutive hours 

playing video games to escape the 

monotony. 

Here are a few ideas to get you 

started. Don't be afraid, it's going 

to be OK. Just put down your 

Blockbuster card and turn off your 

"No-friend-o" 64 and come with 

me. You can do it. Baby steps, baby 

steps... 

Fred's 
A traditional boredom-buster 

has always been the consumption 

of food. While there are several 

fast food joints around that could 

fulfdl this need, it has become 

more evident that the environment 

in which you dine can be a decisive 

factor between an outing to 

remember and a day you'd rather 

forget. Tired of the every day 

drive-thru fast food routine? I think 

it's high time you experienced the 

eatery that hamburger connois- 

seurs have been raving about for 

years: Fred's Cafe. 

Tucked away just off of 

University Drive, Fred's, at 915 

Currie St., is located in the vicinity 

of the art museums but has a cul- 

ture all its own. The basic premise 

is this: You want a good burger, and 

they're able to make it for you. It's 

as simple as that. 

But as good as these mammoth- 

grilled masterpieces are (trust me, 

your tummy will be happy) it's the 

ambiance of Fred's that makes it a 

favorite hangout for its regulars. 

Maybe it's the seclusion of the 

restaurant that makes it so special. 

Perhaps it's the various items 

hanging on the wall that makes it 

look like Fred's has a unique rela- 

tionship with the Fort Worth 

Garbage Department. Or maybe 

it's the fact that it's unlike any- 

where you've ever eaten before. 

A key to defeating routine is to 

get out and try new things you've 

never experienced before. The 

down-to-earth people at Fred's and 

the good ol' fashioned cookin' 

combine with the simple, yet inter- 

esting surroundings to make this 

lesser-known burger locale a great 

place to destroy the doldrums. 

Fat Albert's 
Ever think of getting together 

with some friends and engaging in 

a friendly competition of sorts? 

Well, it's too hard to get a group 

together for rugby, and croquet just 

isn't the sport it once was. 

However, if you want some low- 

level games in which luck is just as 

much a factor as skill, why not try 

a pool hall? At 6471 Camp Bowie 

Blvd., a sign portraying a familiar 

obese man beckons you to come 

inside where he houses several 

forms of sport where anyone can 

win at any time. 

Pool, darts and air hockey are all 

inside just waiting to be played by 

young college students. With the 

days of our high school athletics 

long behind us, here is an opportu- 

nity to enter into the competitive 

arena once more while in a relaxed 

atmosphere with some good friends 

who you don't mind losing to, but 

certainly don't mind beating either. 

This is quite the prudent choice 

for entertainment, too, because a 

game of pool costs you only 35 

cents, which you can easily split 

between four people, foosball is 

another nominal fee and the dans 

only require you to leave your ID at 

the bar. The big investment of the 

night will be for air hockey, which 

charges you a whole 50 cents per 

game, but that's the price of playing 

the game of the future today. 

Fat Albert's is a great chance to 

get away from campus, hang with a 

group and play some games that 

won't exhaust you physically or 

drain you economically, but will 

certainly bust up the monotony of 

the weekend. There are several 

other pool halls in the Fort Worth 

area and each, I'm sure, with their 

own style and atmosphere, but Fat 

Albert's is a good place to start 

polishing up on your bar game 

skills. Can't have our friends beat- 

ing us, now can we? 

Burgers & Chinese Food 

Life is full of things that would 

seemingly never join together nat- 

urally, but when they are combined 

the results are surprisingly favor- 

able. Who knew that a couple of 

wooden planks plus frozen water 

would give us skiing? What about 

the electric toothbrush? You see, 

crazy-sounding combinations can 

lead to feasible ideas. 

That's why an afternoon of bore- 

dom can be salvaged by a trip down 

Berry Street to the tiny shack at 

3104 Hemphill St. which displays 

the simplistic, yet curious, words 

"Burgers & Chinese Food." Most 

likely your face has cringed by now 

at the thought of eating food from 

the dorm room-sized diner, where a 

taste of the East meets the meat of 

the West, but hold on for just a 

minute. You wanted life to be inter- 

esting? Well then this combo is just 

what you ordered. 

With a multifarious 

contains hamburgers, [ 
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Remember when it was fun to 

learn things in the days before we 

found out our very futures suppos- 

edly hung in the balance? That's 

what Log Cabin Village offers: 

Tons of interesting information 

without the fear of it being on a 

final. The best part is all you have 

to do is walk around and enjoy 

being outdoors and you can't help 

but be a little curious about what 

the knowledgeable and friendly 

staff have to say. 

Before you know it, you'll have 

spent two hours in a place learning 

how to correctly use an anvil and 

what the heck that giant wheel that 

pouring water moves around is real- 

ly used for. And the most amazing 

thing? You won't regret a second of 

it. You may have to be really bored 

to give in to a self-induced field trip, 

but if you're old enough to sign your. 

own permission slip, then you're 

adult enough to enjoy a little educa- 

tional leisure activity. 

Now that you know this town 

actually has some answers to the 

"What do you want to do?" ques- 

tion, hopefully you'll try these 

places out and maybe <gasp!> seek 

out a few of your own. Boredom is 

bound to be around as long as we 

think life should be a non-stop 

rollercoaster of excitement, but a 

break away from the routine is 

always available for those who are 

willing to take a chance. So go. 

explore this unknown realm we 

call Fort Worth, and hopefully 

you'll find the beast of boredom 

can be beaten. Good luck, and 

good hunting! 

Story by Justin Roche 

Assistant Entertainment Editor 

The Log Cabin Village (far above) provides more historical information than it's rustic 
appearance may lead people to believe. Not only can knowledge be had, but also a wide 
variety of items from its gift shop and a smile from every employee in the small wooden 
town. Fat Albert's (above) is a less-than-historic hideaway, but provides people with a com- 
fortable place to shoot pool, throw darts and drink. 
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The best and worst films of 1998 

PHOTOS SPECIAL TO THE SKIFF 

THE WONDER YEARS. 
Members of a small Irish town 

salute their late friend Ned 

Devine, who died from the shock 
of winning the Irish lottery, in the 

delightful sleeper hit "Waking 

Ned Devine." This film is easily 
one of the funniest and most 

refreshing films of the year 

because it never goes where you 
expect it to and every actor 

strikes a perfect note as their 
respective characters. 

Conversely, "Babe: Pig in the 
City" gets our vote for one of the 

more awful films of 1998. It's 
down there with "Phantoms" in 

the 'where's the plot' category of 
genuine horrors which infested 
the multiplexes this year. Three 

hour epic-wannabes like 
"Beloved" and "The Thin Red 

Line" were also capital offenders 
of good taste this year as 

Hollywood appeared to think that 
length equated quality. Maybe 
1999 will be a better year for 

films, but if Hollywood has its way 
then it probably wont 

By Mitch Young blood 
ENTERTAINMENT EDITOR 

Last year was definitely one of the 
weakest years for films in a long 
time. It's been awhile since I was 
actually afraid every time I went into 
a theater. 

The one thing 1998 did have going 
for it was the wide variety of films. 
Granted, the year found more ways to 
market trash than I thought possible, 
but there were diamonds in the enor- 
mous amount of rough. 

Best 
1. "Shakespeare in Love" 
2. "The Prince of Egypt" 
3. "Waking Ned Devine" 
4. "Out of Sight" 
5. "Saving Private Ryan" 
Worst 
1. "Deep Impact" 
2. "Godzilla" 
3. "Beloved" 
4. "The Thin Red Line" 
5. "Phantoms" 

For my rant on why "Deep 
Impact" was the worst of the bunch, 
please see the video review on page 
six. As for the rest, all of them except 
"Phantoms" averaged two and a half 
hours in length, and there isn't a 
minute of all that time that I don't 
want back. 

After each of those films, I felt 
robbed of a part of my life that I'll 
never have back. I can never have the 

joy of discovering what mysteries life 
may have held for me on those par- 
ticular evenings. Instead, I endured 
the putrid and vapid excesses 
Hollywood spawned this past sum- 
mer. 

Nearly three hours of "Beloved" 
and 'The Thin Red Line" was 
enough to kill the rest of my days. 

On the other hand, the sheer joy of 
watching "Shakespeare in Love" with 
the woman I love was an experience 
equal to none. It's a perfect movie to 
me because there isn't a wasted shot 
or a stray line and every punchline, 
whether you really get them or not, is 
sidesplitting. 

"The Prince of Egypt" was 
another triumph, but in this case it 
was because it told a powerful 
story through the brilliant use of 
animation. 

I didn't like "Saving Private Ryan" 
as much as the other critics and, 
apparently, the public as a whole. 
Don't get me wrong, though, it was a 
staggering depiction of the reality of 
war and the drama was magnificent. 
If it gets the Best Picture trophy I 
won't complain about it, but I don't 
think it deserves the award because it 
was a little too Hollywood at times 
and the ending negated the whole 
film. DreamWorks is re-releasing it 
on Feb. 5 to increase its chances of 
recognition by the Academy so you'll 
see my full review then. 

By Ju»tln Roche 
ASSISTANT ENTERTAINMENT EDITOR 

With movies being one of the life- 
lines for our entertainment in college, 
it's a wonder we ever survived 
through 1998. We caught some keep- 
ers out of the Hollywood pond, but 
most stunk like a fish out of water and 
should have been thrown back. 

Best 
1. "Prince of Egypt" 
2. "Saving Private Ryan" 
3. "Patch Adams" 
4. "The Waterboy" 
5. "A Bug's Life" 
Worst 
1. "I Still Know What You Did 

Last Summer" 
2. "BASEketball" 
3. "Babe: Pig in the City" 
4. "Phantoms" 
5. "Dead Man on Campus" 

"I Still Know" was an insult to 
anyone who claims to have at least 
one functioning brain cell. A horrible 
and unbelievable plot with an ending 
that made the entire audience so mad 
I thought a riot was going to break 
out in Sundance Square. "Phantoms" 
was a film whose title must have 
referred to the plot that was MIA. 
Any movie that has you repeating the 
phrase "Insert storyline here" isn't 
worth a tenth of your day. 

Much to the dismay of Mitch and a 
good friend of mine (sorry T.C.), 
"BASEketball" was about as funny as 

having a frontal lobotomy done by a 
blind monkey using a hacksaw while 
you're fully conscious. Knowing the 
quality work that the Zucker Brothers 
have produced, such as "Airplane!" 
and "Top Secret," this was the equiv- 
alent of Bach playing a Hanson song. 

"Dead Man" and "Babe" can both 
be summed up in five words: I want 
my money back. 

Even though the odds last year 
were better for being hit by lightning 
while winning the lottery than seeing 
a good film, there were some that 
gambled and won. 

"Prince of Egypt" uses a powerful 
story and smooth animation to prove 
that the past can entertain and impact 
the present. Another historical film, 
"Saving Private Ryan," put your 
emotions on a rollercoaster that you 
wouldn't mind riding again. The war 
scenes and storyline were of a quality 
rarely seen these days. 

"The Waterboy" one of the best? 
Well, anything that can release as 
much aggression from the TCU acad- 
emic realm as this one did is certain- 
ly on my list. Plus, we all need a good 
laugh now and then. 

A hearty chuckle was definitely 
delivered in "Patch Adams," but it 
came with a refreshing and inspiring 
character who made you thirst for 
more people like him. And "A Bug's 
Life" simply brings out the kid in all 
of us who needs to be let out for 
recess a little more often. 

Any agreements or beefs you have with these lists can be directed to our 
respective e-mail accounts at mitchyoungblood@hotmatl.com and 
jaroche@delta.is.tcu.edu. 
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'Gloria' pulls all fcli 
the heartstrings 
By Junto Brinkman 
SKIFF STAFF 

Sharon Stone impiessed us with her acting 
ability in "Last Dance," and she moved us to 
tears in the poignantly bittersweet, "The 
Mighty." Now she has done it again. Stone has 
taken her knack for finding films with strong 
female roles one step further in "Gloria." 

Film 
This drama follows a woman named Gloria 

(Stone), who is on parole after taking the fall for 
a crime she didn't commit in order to protect her 
boyfriend Kevin's (Jeremy Northam, "Emma") 
crime syndicate. Once she is released, Gloria 
travels home to New York to confront Kevin 
about what happened. 

Meanwhile, we are introduced to young 
Nicky (Jean-Luke Figueroa, "Another World") 
and his family, who are hunted by Kevin's 
goons. Nicky's father is greedy and tries to 
blackmail Kevin with a computer disk recording 
his illegal activities. His plan backfires when 
Kevin kills Nicky's entire family while the boy 
escapes with the disk. 

Nicky doesn't get far and soon he is taken to 
Kevin. Gloria breaks up with Kevin and, against 
her better judgment, rescues Nicky and the disk 
from Kevin's clutches. Thus begins a game of 
cat and mouse as Gloria and Nicky try to evade 
Kevin's men until she can find a safe place for 
Nicky to stay. However, Gloria soon discovers 
this kid is more trouble than she bargained for. 

With few flaws. Stone delivers a strong per- 
formance as the beautiful Gloria. Her portrayal 
of a woman torn between her selfish nature and 
her motherly instincts is only hurt by one thing: 
her accent. I'm not exactly sure what accent she 
is supposed to have in this film, but whatever it 
is constantly grates on your nerves. At times it is 
tolerable and at other times it is like nails on a 
blackboard — harsh and hurtful to the ears. 

Another interesting thing about Stone's per- 
formance is how she uses her glamour and 
beauty to help define her character. Unlike some 
of her other movies, where her glamour detract- 
ed from the believability of the role,  her 

Hollywood-style beauty fits in nicely here. 
This movie, in a tongue-in-cheek kind of 

way, actually attempts to make fun of Stone's 
"assets" in the opening scene. This sort of 
humor subtly, and sometimes not-so subtly, 
becomes an important part of "Gloria." 

Much more memorable than Stone's perfor- 
mance though is the acting genius of young 
Figueroa as Nicky. He displays remarkable con- 
trol for an actor his age. Most child actors I have 
seen would overplay the role of Nicky, crying 
hysterically and turning the part into a joke. 

Figueroa, however, handles the part with the 
skill of a veteran and an amazing sense of real- 
ism that caught me completely by surprise. Add 
to that his wonderful charm and sense of humor, 
and you have the makings of an incredible actor. 

Also well-cast was Northam as Kevin. In a 
role that is very different from his previous role 
as the gentlemanly Mr. Knightly in "Emma." 
Northam shows us that he can play the villain 
just as well as he can the hero. He manages to 
make Kevin almost likable, despite the terrible 
things he does to people. 

The rest of the cast does a good job as well, 
with such big screen names as Cathy Moriarty 
("Soapdish") and George C. Scott ("They Might 
Be Giants") in cameo performances. 

Director Sidney Lumet makes the most of his 
wonderful cast, creating a refreshing and fun 
movie out of a so-so screenplay from Steven 
Antin, which features such corny lines as 
"You're no good. Kevin. You're just no good." 

In a smart move, Lumet capitalizes on the 
chemistry between Stone and Figueroa, show- 
casing their talents and making you care about 
what happens to these characters. 

A great example is when Nicky finds out 
what happened to his family and runs away, 
risking capture by Kevin's thugs. As Gloria 
chases him through the subway system yelling, 
"My son is on that train!" the audience is caught 
up in the moment and on the edge of their seats 
as they hope Gloria will save Nicky in time. 

Moments like these make "Gloria" a very 
good film delightful to watch. I completely 
enjoyed Stone's new movie, despite the script 
and the accent. It is well worth the ticket price. 
Crade: B+ 

SPECIAL TO THE SKIFF 

STAND AND DELIVERANCE. Sharon Stone stars in "Gloria," a remake of the 1980 film, 
with Jean-Luke Figueroa 

<.«. Deep Impact" void of all entertainment value 
By Mitch Youngbtood 
ENTERTAINMENT EDITOR 

Since I'm writing this review of 
"Deep Impact" at (literally) the 
eleventh hour, I plan on exploiting the 
fact that I missed my chance to com- 
plain about its inanity last May, and 
am therefore bashing it now, to its full 
effect. 

Video 
Ordinarily. I view columns that sin- 

gularly bash projects that fall under 
the realm of "art" — be it music, 
movies or paintings — as unfairly 
biased and vanity-based. If that is the 
case with this review, so be it. But I 
must complain somewhere to some- 
one about how I wasted two hours 
and 15 minutes of my life in a theater 

watching this second-rate TV movie- 
of-the-week when I could have been 
rearranging my sock drawer. 

For the month prior to seeing 
"Deep Impact," I had read on the 
Internet several reviews of negative 
test screenings and bad publicity so I 
wasn't expecting much. One review 
supposedly quoted a studio executive 
who was hoping it would do well on 
video. Ouch. What hurt even more 
was that the public lapped it up and 
made "Deep Impact" one of I998's 
top grossers. 

I do so wonder how so many could 
fall for such a lame duck effort as 
"Deep Impact." As directed and 
paced by "ER" veteran Mimi Ledcr, 
"Deep Impact" made none on me, 
other than the thought that I must get 
my money back ASAP. The crowd 
around me seemed to have similar 

reactions, since many had looks of 
disgust at the thought that they'd just 
wasted their evening in the theater 
when they could have gotten the same 
effect at home. Only there, they could 
have flipped over to ESPN or C- 
SPAN or even the Weather Channel 
for more exciting news. 

"Deep Impact" thinks it has a story, 
and it really tries to be an ensemble- 
based end-of-the-world flick with a 
comet heading toward earth and 
everyone rallying together to support 
the NASA-led effort to destroy the 
comet, but the blank stares on every- 
one's faces as they try to emote rob 
the film of any sense of impending 
doom, as does the pedestrian pace 
Leder sets. 

For example, in the beginning a kid 
(Elijah Wood) discovers a comet 
enroute   to   earth   and   alerts   an 

astronomer friend who is killed in a 
"freak" accident while trying to alert 
the authorities. Consequently, the 
comet goes undetected hy anyone in 
the scientific community for more 
than a year. Obviously, a I b-year-old 
can spot a comet that's several miles 
wide before anyone with access to the 
Hubble telescope. 

MSNBC investigative reporter 
Jenny Lenier. played by Tea Leoni. 
discovers some discrepancies with a 
Washington scandal that may threaten 
the president (Morgan Freeman, who 
needs a better agent). The ensuing 
co\er-up is really to buy the govern- 
ment time to ready a strike against the 
comet and prevent chaos from grip- 
ping the public. And we're told all 
this on MSNBC, which means thai 
the comet would continue to remain a 
secret   until   it   landed   on   North 

America. 
"Deep Impact" has all the suspense 

and thrills of a Hallmark card. This 
snoo/e-indiicnig waste of celluloid is 
so banal and vapid you actually pity 
the actors on screen for having to pul 
on wimpering looks of disbelief as 
the comet hits and a mile-high tidal 
wave (which does look really sweet) 
smashes into New York City and le\ - 
els everything in its path. Except 
Wood, who can outrun it on his 
motorbike while his parents get 
creamed by the wave. 

I've just found out that this rant 
was all for naught as a problem has 
been fixed since l started wnting this 
No matter, I'll run it anyway because 
I feel the need to warn everyone out 
there who can read that "Deep 
Impact" is to be avoided at all costs. 
(«rade: I 
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TCU  Bookstore 
book of the week 

By Krittina lodice 
SKIFF STAFF 

One of mankind's greatest, 
yet unspoken, fears is of being 
alone. One of the most cata- 
clysmic events in history 
would be the mass disappear- 
ance of millions of people as 
predicted in the Bible. 

Jerry Jenkins and Tim 
LaHaye are both writers in 
their own right, and to create 
fiction from the most widely 
read book of all time is no 
small task. Taken from pas- 
sages throughout both the Old 
and New Testaments, but 
emphasizing Revelation, "Left 
Behind" is the first installment 
in a five-book saga ("Left 
Behind," "Tribulation Force," 
"Nicolae," "Soul Harvest" and 
"Apollyon"). Riveting and 
thought provoking, all of the 
novels have taken readers by 
storm. 

Untold numbers of books 
have been written pondering 
the end of world as we know it. 
Science fiction, fantasy, fiction 
and religious authors have 
their opinions. "Left Behind" 
is by far the most moving 
account. It traces several indi- 
viduals following the disap- 
pearance of loved ones and 
strangers from around the 
world. 

Rayford Steele, a well- 
respected airline pilot is on a 
search for his family, for 
answers and for truth. His wife 
and youngest son were among 
those who vanished. He and his 
daughter Chloe search for the 
reality behind the chaos. 
Brought together by extraordi- 
nary circumstances, the 
Steeles. writer Cameron 
"Buck" Williams from the 
Global Weekly and pastor 
Bruce Barnes, a "fake" 
Christian also left behind, find 
their way to one another. 

LaHaye and Jenkins are 
masterful in their crafting of 
the characters; all of them feel 
as if they are neighbors or 
friends to the reader. The tears 
they cry for the ones they lost, 
and the tears they shed for their 
own blindness (to the saving 
grace of faith their loved ones 
believed in) are all part of what 
makes them real to the reader. 
Realistic characters can make 
or break a book. When it con- 
cerns such a universal topic as 
the ending of the earth as we 
know it, real characters make a 
deep impression and force the 
reader to think about what may 
happen. 

In essence, "Left Behind" is 
a compilation of stories; the 
stories of how the characters 
find God and the means of sur- 
vival during the chaos. Each 
person is on a different track. 

with a personal history and a 
planned future. The vanishing 
of their loved ones change that 
forever. 

Rayford Steele. on the verge 
of an affair with one of his 
flight attendants, is in the air 
during what some religious 
"fanatics" are calling the rap- 
ture of Christ's church. Making 
an emergency landing at the 
Chicago airport, Steele lands 
amidst mass chaos. Crashed 
planes litter and overflow the 
runways. Smoking cars that 
careened out of control when 
their drivers vanished cover the 
roadways. Emergency and 
security personnel and air traf- 
fic controllers also vanished. 

Arriving home to an empty 
house, Steele knows his wife 
and son Raymie are gone. His 
daughter Chloe, a student at 
Stanford, is slowly making her 
way home across the country. 
II is only then that Steele 
begins to realize the truth 
behind the disappearances, and 
is terrified that he may be 
right. 

Chloe knows something has 
happened to those she cared 
for. More stubborn than 
Rayford, she refuses to believe 
that a caring God would swal- 
low up people from the earth 
and yet leave some behind. 
Chloe and Rayford meet Bruce 
Barnes, a person who wore a 
facade of Christianity until 
nearly everyone he knew was 
gone. He directs them to the 
truth he found; yet they have to 
make their own decisions 
regarding the rapture theory. 

In the meantime. Buck 
Williams is going through his 
own trials. He was witness to 
the supernatural defeat of 
Israel's enemies months before 
the vanishings, and he is only 
beginning to understand the 
ramifications of the world in 
turmoil. One of the most 
famous journalists in the 
world, he has access to the 
highest ranking officials in 
international politics and the 
United Nations. He becomes a 
witness to a "nobody" rising to 
a position of immense power 
and influence, a nobody who 
soon convinces the new 
Christians that the end times 
are truly upon them. 

An amazing book in its own 
right, "Left Behind" will leave 
the reader wanting to learn 
more and to know the stories of 
the main characters as they go 
through the seven most chaotic 
years the world would ever see. 
Seven years when everything 
familiar will be turned upside 
down. They were the ones left 
behind, and it was their place 
to try to save many from being 
left behind again. Grade: B+ 

Bo Dwwon/Slufl •»•« 

LOOKING FOR SOME POINTERS. Dancers from the TCU Dance 
Department perform a variety of contemporary ballet 

Murders in the Rue Morgue," 

Calendar «&    Events 
Calendar 
Friday, Jan. 29 
Main Street Theatre: "Kiss Me 

Kate," 8 p.m. 
Pocket Sandwich Theatre: "The 

Murders in the Rue Morgue," 
8 p.m. 

Stage West: "Medea." 8 p.m. 
Tripping Daisy concert at the 

Aardvark. 8 p.m. 

Saturday, Jan. 30 
TCU Graduate Dance Concert: 

University Theatre. 8 p.m. 
Main Street Theatre: "Kiss Me 

Kate." 8 p.m. 
Pocket Sandwich Theatre: "The 

Murders in the Rue Morgue." 
8 p.m. 

Stage West: "Medea," 3 & 8 p.m. 
Tripping Daisy concert at the 

Aardvark, 3 & 8 p.m. 

Sunday, Jan. 31 
TCU Graduate Dance Concert: 

University Theatre, 2 p.m. 
Main Street Theatre: "Kiss Me 

Kate," 2 p.m. 
Pocket Sandwich Theatre: "The 

Murders in the Rue Morgue," 
7 p.m. 

Stage West: "Medea," 7:30 p.m. 

Thursday, Feb. 4 
Main Street Theatre: "Kiss Me 

Kate," 8 p.m. 
Fort Worth Symphony Orchestra: 

Superstar Pops Series, 8 p.m. 
Pocket Sandwich Theatre: "The 

Murders in the Rue Morgue," 
8 p.m. 

Stage West: "Medea," 7:30 p.m. 

Friday, Feb. 5 
Contemporary Dance Fort Worth: 

Sean Curran. 8 p.m. 
Main Street Theatre: "Kiss Me 

Kate," 8 p.m. 
Pocket Sandwich Theatre: 'The 

Murders in the Rue Morgue," 
8 p.m. 

Stage West: "Medea," 8 p.m. 
Fort Worth Symphony Orchestra: 

Superstar Pops Series, 8 p.m. 
Long John Hunter at J&J Blues 

Bar. 10 p.m. 

Saturday, Feb. 6 
Main Street Theatre: "Kiss Me 

Kate." 8 p.m. 
Stage West: "Medea." 3 & 8 p.m. 
Fort Worth Symphony Orchestra: 

Superstar Pops Series. 8 p.m. 
Pocket Sandwich Theatre: "The 

Murders in the Rue Morgue," 
8 p.m. 

Sunday, Feb. 7 
Fort Worth Symphony Orchestra: 

Superstar Pops Series, 2 p.m. 
Pocket Sandwich Theatre: 'The 

Murders in the Rue Morgue," 
7 p.m. 

Monday, Feb. 8 
TCU Symphony: Ed Landreth 

Auditorium, 7:30 p.m. 

Thursday, Feb. 11 
Pocket Sandwich Theatre: "The 

8 p.m. 
Guitarist Roland Dyens: Walsh 

Center for Performing Arts, 
PepsiCo Recital Hall, 8 p.m. 

"Yankee Doodle Dandy:" free 
showing in Moudy Building 
South, Room 164, 7 p.m. 

Friday, Feb. 12 
Fort Worth Dallas Ballet: Paquita 

and Carmina Burana, 8 p.m. 
Pocket Sandwich Theatre: "The 

Murders in the Rue Morgue," 
8 p.m. 

Saturday, Feb. 13 
Fort Worth Dallas Ballet: Paquita 

and Carmina Burana. 8 p.m. 
Pocket Sandwich Theatre: "The 

Murders in the Rue Morgue." 
8 p.m. 

Sunday, Feb. 14 
Fort Worth Dallas Ballet: Paquita 

and Carmina Burana, 2 p.m. 

Events 
Hunter keeps 
Texas blues alive 

Long John Hunter, one of the 
most in-demand performers on the 
blues circuit, will celebrate the 
reissue of his 1993 album, "Ride 
With Me," with a concert at J&J's 
Blues Bar in Fort Worth on Friday. 
Feb. 10. 

The Texas guitarist/vocalist has 
long kept the Texas-oriented clas- 
sic blues alive. Hunter kept within 
the Texas blues circuit until the 
release of "Ride With Me," his 
first full-length album, in 1993. 
The label fizzled soon after, how- 
ever. Hunter signed on with 
Alligator Records, which resulted 
in two successful full-length 
albums and national fame among 
both the club and festival blues 
circuit. 

Hunter plays at J&J's Blues Bar, 

937 Woodward, at 10 p.m. Feb. 10. 
For more information, call 870- 
2337. 

Freeman completes 
degree with ballet concert 

Kevin Freeman completes his 
graduate degree with the presenta- 
tion of a concert on Saturday and 
Sunday, Jan. 30 and 31. 

The TCU Graduate Concert fea- 
tures five original works, and four 
of them are by Freeman. The fifth 
is a solo choreographed and per- 
formed by TCU Modern professor 
and Contemporary Dance/Fort 
Worth founder Susan Douglas 
Roberts. Freeman's pieces, featur- 
ing dancers from TCU's dance 
department, contain a variety of 
contemporary ballet. 

The concert will be in 
University Theatre in Ed Landreth 
Hall. Although the concert is free, 
seating capacity is limited. The 
performance times are Saturday. 
Jan. 30, at 8 p.m. and Sunday, Jan. 
31, at 2 p.m. 

Theatre gives new slant 
to Poe's story 

The members of Pocket 
Sandwich Theatre strongly believe 
in audience participation. They 
continue to carry on this whole- 
hearted belief in their latest play. 
"The Murders in the Rue Morgue." 

The story has a murderous beast 
terrorizing Paris, in spite of (or 
maybe even because of) the efforts 
of the bumbling Police Prefect. 
The play affectionately pokes fun 
at Edgar Allen Poe's classic mys- 
tery story. Despite the humorous 
slant, the performers treat Poe's 
work with the utmost respect. 

Pocket Sandwich Theatre's per- 
formances are Thursday through 
Saturday at 8 p.m. and Sunday at 7 
p.m. Tickets range between $6- 
$12. For more information, please 
call (214) 821-1860. 


