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■ Sorority seeks chapter on campus 

Business program 
to host open house 

The TCU MBA Program 
will hold an open house for per- 
spective students from 10 a.m. 
to noon today in the Tandy Hall 
atrium. 

MBA Professor Robert 
Rhodes will give a program 
description and Peggy Conway, 
director of MBA admissions, 
will discuss requirements for 
admission. In addition, a panel 
of MBA students will answer 
questions and offer personal 
insight. 

To make reservations, con- 
tact Mirka Gavaldon at 257- 
7531. 

Man charged with 
Duke Forest rape 

(U-WIRE) DURHAM, N.C. 
- More than three years after a 
sexual assault in Duke Forest 
sent Shockwaves across cam- 
pus, a Mebane, N.C, resident 
has been charged with the 
crime. 

Already serving time for an 
attempted rape, Robert Warren 
Pratt, 27, was indicted Monday 
on one charge of first-degree 
rape, three charges of first- 
degree kidnapping and two 
charges of first-degree sex 
offense. 

He is thought responsible for 
a Sept. 13, 1995, incident near 
Duke Forest's Gate 26 in which 
three Duke employees were 
robbed and then bound and 
gagged with duct tape. The 
assailant then raped the woman 
and fled the scene. 

Now, years, later, the pre- 
served evidence seems to point 
to Pratt, Dean said. 

Pratt is currently serving 
time for the Sept. 3 robbery and 
attempted rape of a Cary real 
estate agent. Armed with a 
handgun, he stole the sales 
associate's watch and attempted 
to rape her. 

UConn logo draws on 
Nazi design, prof says 

(U-WIRE) STORRS, Conn. 
- UConn administrators have a 
new criticism to add to its laun- 
dry list surrounding the new 
school logo — some say it 
looks like a Nazi symbol. 

Michael Michalczyk, a 
Glastonbury resident and for- 
mer art history professor at 
UConn-Waterbury in 1972, has 
made the connection that the 
logo bears a resemblance to the 
symbol used in the shield of a 
German mobile warfare unit 
during World War II. 

He said while flipping 
through a magazine he saw an 
emblem in an article — the 
16th division seal containing 
acorns and oak leaves similar to 
the UConn logo adopted last 
year. 

"It was really some coinci- 
dence that set the whole darn 
thing off," Michalczyk said. 
"At the least case, it could be 
embarrassing," he said. 

The $20,000 UConn logo 
was developed by UConn grad- 
uates Peter Good and Janet 
Cummings of Cummings & 
Good, a graphics design com- 
pany in Chester. The new 
design was chosen in part 
because of a book written by 
Walter Stemmons in 1931, in 
which he described a gradua- 
tion ceremony taking place 
behind Holcomb Hall with the 
backdrop of an oak grove. 

The oak is a symbol of wis- 
dom and strength, Cummings 
said, and she that coupled with 
the fact that the oak is the state's 
symbol, the decision was 
cemented. Cummings said her- 
self and Good did not do much 
research over the months the 
logo was designed. "We are not 
derivative artists," she said, 
rather they make their designs 
bated on their own ideas. 

By Kriatan R. Naquln 
STAFF REPORTER 

Zeta Phi Beta may have found a 
home on the TCU campus, but the 
organization cannot put its wel- 
come mat out just yet. 

Recruiters for the predominant- 
ly black sorority held an on-cam- 
pus informational meeting Sunday 
night, but had failed to consult the 
Office of Fraternity and Sorority 
Affairs or the Student 
Organization Committee, which 
grants recognition to all student 
organizations. 

Kristen Kirst, director of frater- 
nity   and   sorority   affairs,   said 

although the organization did not 
follow normal procedure does not 
mean it is unsupported by the uni- 
versity. 

"We want to provide opportuni- 
ties for students to join organiza- 
tions that meet their interests," she 
said. 

But Kirst also said she has con- 
cerns that the organization will 
come on campus and be unable to 
meet the 10-member requirement. 
The existing black sororities. 
Delta Sigma Theta and Alpha 
Kappa Alpha, already struggle to 
maintain this membership require- 
ment, she said. 

"I want to talk with the interest- 
ed students and the national orga- 
nization," she said. "We do not 
want a local chapter to be unsuc- 
cessful. We would not want to 
invite this chapter on campus if 
we did not have full confidence in 
its ability to do well. It is not fair 
to the students." 

Therefore, Kirst said she wants 
to discuss the feasibility of bring- 
ing the sorority on campus with 
representatives from the organiza- 
tion and with members of the 
National Pan-Hellenic Council, the 
governing body for all three black 
Greek organizations at TCU. 

She said she is wailing lo 
receive information and a letter 
from Zeta Phi Beta indicating that 
the sorority is interested in com- 
ing on campus. 

Reta Vaughn, a member of the 
Zeta Phi Beta alumni chapter, is 
one of lour women who hosted the 
informal ional meeting. 

She said the governing body for 
the sorority sets International 
membership goals and graduate 
members in different parts of the 
world are responsible for meeting 
those goals. 

Vaughn is partly responsible for 
meeting the goals established for 

Ihe Foil Wonh area She said TCU 
ItudenU could help fulfill Fort 
Worth's membership goal and the 
informational meeting was held to 
discover if there is enough interest 
in the sorority. 

But Vaughn said she does not 
yet know if seven students' atten- 
dance al ihc meeting is enough 
incentive to start a chapter, espe- 
cially since TCU requires organi- 
zations to have 10 members 
before being grunted recognition. 

She said she must discuss the 
silualion    with    her   colleagues 

Please see SORORITY, Page 4 

Gurran guides students 
His dances tell the story of people's lives 
By Jimmy Nam 
SKIFF REPORTER 

In a quiet evening, when all 
other buildings were lifeless, the 
Ballet Building was bustling with 
excitement as dancers rehearsed 
for their Friday informal presen- 
tation with Sean Curran. 

Curran is a guest artist from 
New York who is making his first 
visit to TCU, and at 8 p.m. today 
he will perform with TCU 
dancers in the Orchestra Hall. 

Photo by Jimmy NWSKIFF STAFF 

Sean Curran auditions 

TCU dancers (far right) 

and trains them (right) for 

a performance tonight in 

the Orchestra Hall. 

A guest artist from 

New York, he is in Fort 

Worth for one week 

to work with 

TCU's dancers. 

He had an audition with TCU 
dancers Monday night and has 
scheduled rehearsals with them 
every evening. He will stay for 
only one week. 

"I want to share a little bit of 
my process and my aesthetics," 
Curran said. "They get very vig- 
orous training from what I can 
tell. Ballet and modern dance is 
very technical work that is very 
good in terms of building 
strength and making very techni- 

cal, articulate fluid dancers." 
Sarah Doberneck. a senior 

modern dance major, said she 
enjoys working with him. 

"He makes you feel comfort- 
able," she said. "He makes you 
dance." 

Curran is involved with many 
different aspects of dance: teach- 
ing, performing solo shows, 
choreographing with college stu- 
dents and working with proles- 

Please see CURRAN, Page 4 

Bivin to judge famous show 

John 3h«w/SKIFF STAFF 

Edd Bivin, vice chancellor for administrative services, will go to New York 
City next week to judge the Westminster Kennel Club competition. 

By Undy HalHord 
STAFF REPORTER 

When Edd Bivin was 13 years 
old, he stayed up until the early 
hours of the morning to call ihe Fort 
Worth Star-Telegram and ask them 
which dog won at the Westminster 
Kennel Club competition. 

Now, this vice chancellor for 
administrative services has the dis- 
tinct honor of individually judging 
"Best of Show" al the same event. 

On Monday Bivin will go to New 
York City's Madison Square Garden 
to judge the second-oldest sporting 

event in America, the 123rd 
Westminster Kennel Club competi- 
tion. The prcsligious. all-champion 
dog show is televised live around 
the world. 

Bivin said he was sitting at his 
desk when the chairman of the show 
called to tell him ihe news. 

"I had no idea what he was call- 
ing about." he said. "When he told 
me I was very humbled, very 
pleased and immediately thereafter 
awestruck." 

Bivin said he has had a love for 
dogs since he was 12 years old. and 

was showing his dogs h\ ihe time he 
was 14. He continued this interest 
throughout his undergraduate stud- 
ies at TCU and applied lo be a 
judge. 

"When I was 21 and living in 
Clark Hall. I applied for my first 
judge's license." he said. 

Bi\ in continued his education and 
received a master's degree in student 
personnel services from TCU. and 
began working for the universitv in 
1971. 

His wife. Irene, is also an avid 
Please see BIVIN, Page 4 

Institute to host local 
leaders for discussions 
By Karen Kassebear 
STAFF REPORTER 

Students will have the opportunity to 
meet with local community leaders and pol- 
ish their leadership skills Thursday when 
the TCU Leadership Institute kicks off its 
fifth year. 

The theme of this year's Institute is, "On 
the Road of Life ... There are Leaders and 
Followers," and it begins with a dinner 
Thursday and ends Feb. 13. 

Cindy Southard, program coordinator for 
student development services, said any 
active leadership participant may attend the 
event. Last year, more than 300 students 
attended the event, and the same figure is 
expected this year, she said. 

The conference begins at 5:30 p.m. 
Thursday and allows students to choose to 
dine at a table with the community leader of 
their choice, she said. 

Dwayne Todd, program coordinator for 
student development services, said they try 
to get a wide variety of people to meet the 
student's needs. 

"Our goal is so that students can find at 
least one person in the room who represents 
something that they are interested in," he 
said. 

Some of the confirmed guests include: 
Jim Wright, former speaker of the U.S. 
House of Representatives; Ed Schollmaier, 
chairman and former president and CEO of 
Alcon Industries, and Leonard Roberts. 
CEO of Tandy Corporation who will lead a 
panel discussion after dinner. New commu- 
nity leaders were invited this year while 
many former guests are also returning. 
Southard said. 

Members of the leadership council 
recruited the keynote speaker, Joni 
Bicknese, a senior career counselor with the 
Southwestern Company's professional ser- 
vices division. 

"She knows what college students need 
and want to hear," Southard said. 

Bicknese said she plans to discuss leader- 
ship and some practical aspects of applying 
those skills along the Institute's theme. 

Many students incorrectly think that 
being involved, topped off with good grades 
and a good resume will help them gst a job. 
She said this can help but the correct atti- 
tude is more important, she said. 

Bicknese discovered her passion for busi- 
ness during her junior year of college. She 

Please see LEADERSHIP, Page 4 

1 SJU9)>11SISC0J Decade surprisingly similar to now 

a 
Classes 

in 
German 

continued 
to be 

offered, 
but none 

were taken 

JEROME A MOORE 
AUTHOR 

This stOfy is the thinl sion in a 
series illustrating the hislon of 
life at TCU. 

By Katy Garcia 
SKIFF STAFF 

A 20-year-old TCU student 
wakes up at 8:59 a.m. and 
sprints to class from his dormi- 
tory. That same student meets 
friends later in The Main for 
lunch and from there accompa- 
nies a friend to Clark Hall II 
sounds like the typical day in 
the life of any college student, 
right? This scenario could just 

as easily 
have hap- 
pened in 
1915. 

After the 
devastating 
fire of 1910, 

TCU faced an uncertain future. 
Relocating to their new 50-acre 
home on Forest Park Boulevard 
(later renamed University Drive) 

was the best decision lhat the 
administration could have made. 
Fort Worth was a city on the 
v.Tge of greatness 

There was much struggling 
for rtw . tudents and faculty at 
the Beginning. Classes were 
held on the lav.p of the court- 
house and along the sidewalks 
of Commerce and Weatherford 
Streets downtown. Finally, after 
months of waiting, construction 
was complete and on Sept. 16. 
1911. TCU began its first 
semester in its new home. Three 
buildings made up the campus: 
the main administration build- 
ing, known then as The Main 
and now called Dave Reed Hall; 
Goode Hall, a dormitory for 
men which stood where Clark 
Hall now stands; and Jarvis 
Hall, the women's dormitory. 

Goode Hall was originally 
meant  to  house  solely  those 

Please see DECADES, Page 4 
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New: 
ROUNDUP 

Announcements of campus events, public meetings and other general cam- 
pus information should be brought to the TCU Daily Skiff office at Moudy 
Building South, Room 291, mailed to TCU Box 298050 or e-mailed to skif- 
fletters9tcu.edu. Deadline for receiving announcements is 2 p.m. the day 
before they an to run. The Skiff reserves the right to edit submissions for 
style, taste and space available. 

Tickets for performances of "Stomp" and "Rent" at the Bass 
Performance Hall will be available Friday in the Student Center for $ 15 
from Programming Council. Due to a limited number of tickets, students 
are limited to purchasing two tickets each. The tickets for "Stomp" are for 
8 p.m. Feb. 23 and 24. Tickets for "Rent" are for March 30 and 31. 

Phi Epstlon Omkron, the honor society for fashion, nutrition and 
dietetics will hold a Founder's Day meeting from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. Feb. 8 
in the Bass Building Living Room. Pani Wyatt-Aaron will be the guest 
speaker. Call Amy at 371 -5045 for more information. 

A self-defense class will be offered in the Rickel Building from 2 p.m. 
to 5 p.m. Feb. 7 and 21. For more information, call Linda at (214) 943- 
7530. 

Personal Growth Group will meet from 5 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. every 
Wednesday for eight weeks starting Feb. 10. The group will be led by 
Monica Kintigh and Sparkle Greenhaw. Call the Counseling Center at 
257-7863 for more information. 

Need a summer job? Summer Camp Day will be held from 10 a.m. to 
2 p.m. Thursday Feb. 11 in the Student Center Lounge. Twenty nine 
camps and organizations from Texas and surrounding states will be inter- 
viewing TCU students lor summer jobs. For more information, contact 
Career Services at 257-7860. 

A sexual assault support group will meet from 3:30 p.m. to 5 p.m. 
Mondays in the Counseling Center beginning Feb. 8. Contact Monica 
Kintigh at 257-7863 for more information. 

"Intersection," an undergraduate art show will run through Feb. 11 
in the Moudy North Vestibulum. A closing reception will be held 5 p.m. to 
7 p.m. Feb. 11. 

TCU London Centre information sessions will be held at 4 p.m. Feb. 
10 and 11 in the Student Center. Room 209. Students who studied at the 
Centre last fall will be on hand to answer questions. Application for Fall 
1999 are due March 15. 

Skiff 
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World 
Saudi ambassador holds talks in 
Libya about 1988 bombing 

LONDON — Saudi Arabia's ambassador to 
Washington has held new talks in Libya to try to 
secure the handover of two suspects for trial in 
the 1988 bombing of a Pan Am jet over 
Lockerbie. Scotland, British officials said 
Thursday. 

Western diplomats based in Tripoli said 
Prince Bandar bin Sultan arrived in the Libyan 
capital on Tuesday. 

In London, Foreign Office Minister Derek 
Fatchett confirmed the talks but refused to say 
if this was a final attempt before the United 
States and Britain demand new sanctions 
against Libya. 

The only outstanding dispute was over where 
the men would serve jail sentences if convicted 
by Scottish judges sitting in a special court in 
the Netherlands, said Fatchett. 

Britain and (he United States insist the men 
be jailed in Scotland in connection with the dis- 
aster which killed 270 people, mainly Britons 
and Americans. British officials say a Scottish 
court has no authority to sentence anyone to 
prison in any other country. 

The prince and a South African envoy met 
with Libyan leader Col.'Moammar Oadhafi last 
month and said afterward they believed the sus- 
pects — Abdel Basset Ali al-Megrahi and 
Lamen Khalifa Fhimah — would be handed 
over within weeks. 

The State Department said last month that 
unless Gadhafi hands over the men in February, 
the United Slates will seek tougher sanctions 
against Libya. 

Vets try to save giant panda 
dying of kidney failure 

BEIJING — Veterinarians at a zoo in north- 
ern China are struggling to save a 28-year-old 
giant panda whose kidneys appear to he failing, 
the state-run Xinhua News Agency reported 
Thursday. 

The panda, named Zhaizhai, has been 
unhealthy since his first mate, Rongrong, died 
six years ago. His keepers at the zoo in Tianjin. 
60 miles southeast of Beijing, introduced him to 
a new mate last month, and he initially was very 
friendly, the report said. 

Last week, the animal began refusing food, 
vomiting and passing blood in his urine — 
symptoms of kidney failure, it said. 
Veterinarians tried blood transfusions, oxygen 
and injections, but they were not expecting him 
to recover. 

The giant panda is one of the world's most 

endangered species. Native only to China, 
1,000 are believed to survive in the wild. Efforts 
to breed the animal in captivity have been only 
marginally successful. 

Nation 
Food safety officials respond 
to tainted meat outbreak 

WASHINGTON — Federal food safety offi- 
cials on Thursday defended their response to an 
outbreak of tainted meat at a Michigan meat 
processing plant. 

Tainted meat from the Bil Mar plant in 
Zeeland has been linked to 11 deaths, five mis- 
carriages and stillbirths and about 72 illnesses 
in 14 states, according to the federal Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention. 

Bil Mar, a division of Chicago-based Sara 
Lee Corp., on Dec. 22 recalled 15 million 
pounds of hot dogs and other packaged meat 
products sold under a variety of names. It said 
they could be tainted with listeria monocyto- 
genes bacteria. The plant remains closed during 
the investigation. 

Listeria are common bacteria but can pose a 
serious risk to people with weakened immune 
systems, as well as to the elderly, diabetics and 
pregnant women. 

Officials from the Agriculture Department's 
Food Safety and Inspection Service began 
investigating the plant Dec. 15 after consulting 
with the CDC on a rash of illnesses but did not 
have evidence of an "intact" contaminated 
product until several days later, said Margaret 
Glavin, associate FSIS administrator. 

"There was a lack of an absolutely firm link 
with the plant," Glavin said. 

Still, Glavin said the agency met with com- 
pany officials Dec. 18 and asked them to con- 
sider taking the product off the market. USDA 
does not have recall authority. 

"They ultimately did do it," Glavin said. 
Sara Lee spokeswoman Theresa Herlevsen 

denied there was any such meeting. 
"We're not aware of any recommendations of 

a market withdrawal or a recall," Herlevsen 
said. "It was a voluntary action ... in the 
absence of any recommendations." 

King Hussein to return home 
after U.S. cancer treatment 

WASHINGTON — Jordan's King Hussein, 
who is undergoing treatmenl for cancer at the 
Mayo Clinic in Rochester, Minn., is expected to 
return home very soon. The Associated Press 
was told today. 

The source, a Western diplomat who asked 
not to be further identified, had no comment on 
the king's condition. 

On Tuesday, the monarch was reported in sta- 
ble condition after a bone marrow transplant. 

Jordan's ambassador to Washington, Marwan 
Mouasher, said the king had completed a round 

of chemotherapy and said the next two weeks 
would be critical in determining if the 
chemotherapy is working and the transplant is 
being accepted. 

Hussein was rushed to the Mayo Clinic Jan. 
26 after his doctors said they found evidence 
that the non-Hodgkin's lymphoma cancer he 
was treated for last year had recurred. 

State 
Principal at Dallas school on leave 
for disciplinary incident 

DALLAS — An assistant principal at a 
Dallas elementary school is on administrative 
leave while investigators look into an incident 
in which an 8-year-old girl was gagged and her 
arms bound with masking tape. 

The educator, identified only as a 46-year-old 
resident of suburban Carrollton, has not been 
charged with a crime but will remain on paid 
administrative leave pending an outcome of an 
investigation by police and school officials, The 
Dallas Morning News reported Thursday. 

A police report states that the woman told 
officers the girl's mother had instructed her to 
"use whatever discipline necessary to keep my 
child in line." The assistant principal, who 
worked at Onesimo Hernandez Elementary 
School could not be reached for comment 
Wednesday. 

The girl's mother, who was not identified to 
protect the identity of the child, told the news- 
paper that she thinks the assistant principal 
made a mistake but that she doesn't want her to 
be punished for it by school officials or the law. 

The mother said the assistant principal "prob- 
ably shouldn't have done it." 

"I told her to discipline her, but I didn't say 
she could tape her like that," she said. 

She said her daughter "gets in trouble a lot 
and I don't feel the (assistant) principal did it 
intentionally to hurt her. Everybody makes mis- 
takes." 

The mother said the taping incident took 
place after the girl had spoken out of turn and 
struck another child in class. The taping was 
done in the presence of other students, she 
added. 

Dallas school district spokeswoman Loretta 
Simon said the district does not condone the 
assistant principal's alleged actions and expects 
employees to exercise good judgment in disci- 
plining students, Ms. Simon said. 

"Unfortunately, that didn't happen in this 
case," she said. 

Sgt. Fred Rich, a Dallas police child-abuse 
investigator, said the woman could be charged 
with misdemeanor assault or unlawful restraint. 
Maximum punishment for a conviction on 
either misdemeanor offense would range from a 
fine to 180 days in jail. 

These stories are from the Associated Press. 

Send a tittte message in the Skiff's Valentine's (Day issue to 
your co-zoorfcgrs, friends, or if you have one, a significant other. 

OnCy 35 cents per zvord 
(Deadline is 'Tuesday, Jeb. 9tfi 

Come By the Skiff Ad office in <Moudy, 294S (must present student ID) 

TRAFFIC TICKETS 
defended but only in Fort 

Worth, Arlington, and 
elsewhere in Tarrant County. 
No promises as to results. Any fine 
and any court costs are not included 

in fee for legal representation. 

JAMES R.MALLORY 
Attorney at Law 

3024 Sandage Ave. 
Fort Worth, TX 76109-1793 

(817) 924-3236 
Not certified bv !he 1 e\js Hoard ol Legal Specialization 

Bussers * Wait Staff 
Hostess * Kitchen Staff 

This is your opportunity to step into a new level of Quality 
and Consistency. A fun place to work with a great potential 

for earnings. Flexible Hours - Dynamic Training. 
Apply Mon. - Sat. 2-5 p.m. 
3020 S. Hulen, Fort Worth 

H0URS:11AM-2AM 
DAILY 

■ WJS SANDWICHES SINCE 

•1APPYH0URM 

•9MH11 AM -2AM 
ij^--1 1 DAYS A WEEK 

OLDEST SPORTS BAR IN TOWN 
mW! CAMP BOWIE "f«S^®lS 
TCU does not encourage the consumption of alcohol. If you do consume alconoTyou sToula do 
so responsibly, and you should never drive after drinking. 

*&l£> 
026*.7O«O   J111 (. \ FE    I'M mm 

LIVE MUSIC AND DINNER 

I #1 SPRING BREAK IN THE U.S.A 
STRING   BREAK  '99 

CATNTCZl-JISr 
MAZATLAN 

SKI    BRECK! 

$239 
plus ta> 

Nun-Stop Charters, SStar Resorts and Nun-Stop Parties 

1-800-BEACH-BUM 

.Summer Employment 
YMOA.Christian children's 
camp representatives will be 
on your campus on February 
11, 1999 tor Camp Day. We 
will be interviewing and 
accepting applications for a 
variety of camp staff posi- 
tions. YMCA Camp Cullen is 
a children*' camp located on 
beautiful Lake Livingston in 
Trinity, Texas. Applicants 
need experience working with 
children and have a love of 
the outdoors. 

9 I        PINNER FOR TWO        I W 

t>M *9.99 
Mfuunus 3 

CHICKEN FR1EP STEAK ftKILUEP CHICKEN. CATFISH  j 
OR. W%6£%. COMBO, (EACH MEAL INCLUDES Z SIPE OEPERS.) I 
OPEN    EVERY    DAV       11AM-9PM 

6990 CAMP BOWIE (»CHiND »CNNI»ANS> 377-0Z70 

:udent Trave 
America 

Spring 
Break $299 

• 
CANCUN    I ACAPULCO 

Organize 
a Trip of 21) 

J 
PUERTO VALLARTA 

Call (800) 235-TRIP for details! 

FLASH PHOTOGRA- 
PHY Fun people 
needed to photograph 
parties! $7.50 • 
$20.00/hr. camera 
required, will train, call 
Ric or Brad 924-2626 
CRUISE SHIP 
EMPLOYMENT- 
Workers earn up to 
$2,000+/month (w/tips 
& benefits). World 
Travel! Land-Tour jobs 
up to $5,000-$7,000/ 
summer. Ask how! 
(517) 336-4235 Ext. 
C58352 

Tutors needed $10- 
$15/hour. Make your 
own hours. Must have 
good SAT or GRE 
scores. Call for more 
infor1-800-PREP182 
WWW.COLLEGESTU- 
DENT.COM 
IS LOOKING FOR 
PART-TIME STUDENT 
SALES EXECUTIVES. 
EARN STRONG 
COMMISION 
AND INCENTIVE 
BASED PAY WHILE 
SETTING OWN 
HOURS. CONTACT 
MS. BAYER 
(888)915-6200 

SPRING BREAK 

SPRING SKIING- 
STEAMBOAT- WORLD 
CLASS SKIING- 
THE ULTIMATE 
NIGHTLIFE- 
CALL DICKSON PRO- 
DUCTIONS- 
1-888-SKI-THIS 

ADOPTION 
Adoption Services 
Associates- lie 
#536319- provides 
confidentiality, counsel- 
ing & legal services. 

Young, financially 
secure, Christian 
couple waiting to 
adopt!  1-800-648- 
1807 ask about Brian 
& Sharyn!  
DON'T WASTE YOUR 
TIME ADDRESSING 

ENVELOPES! 
CALL THE DAILY 

SWFFANDPLACEA 
PERSONALIZED 

VALENTINE'S DAY 
MESSAGE TO 

FAMILY, FRIENDS 
AND LOVED ONESI 
DEADLINE IS FEB 9 

SOCALLTODAYI 
257-7426! 
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editorial 

COLORLESS 
Diversity has to start at the top 

Black History Month has officially started and the TCU 
campus has not seen one sign of it. No programs have begun 
nor has anything been announced to happen, or if it has, peo- 
ple outside of the organization don't know about it. 

Programming Council's multicultural committee is sup- 
posed to address diversity issues on campus with various 
programs. But the committee, which has very few mem- 
bers, does not have enough manpower to put together pro- 
grams for the entire university community. 

What we need to focus on is evening out the numbers. 
Darron Turner, director of minority affairs, said 12 per- 
cent of TCU students are of minority background. But bal- 
ancing out the numbers in the student population is only 
one aspect of this process. 

One of the most important ways to promote diversity is 
to have diverse leaders in the university setting. None of 
the vice-chancellors are women or minorities, and of the 
50 members of the Board of Trustees, only 10 are women. 

At the teleconference addressing race held last week in 
the Student Center, panelists discussed ways to increase 
discussion about diversity around college campuses. Their 
first suggestion for addressing this was to get representa- 
tion where it belongs — at the top. 

The formation of the chancellor's council on diversity is 
a good start, but we need to remember that diversity does- 
n't just focus on students, but on the entire university — 
including the decision-makers. 

Editorial policy: The content of the Opinion page does not necessarily represent the 
views of Texas Christian UniversityUnsigned editorials represent the view of the TCU 
Daily Skiff editorial hoard. Signed letters, columns and cartoons represent the opinion 
of the writers and do not necessarily reflect the opinion of the editorial board. 

Letters to the editor: The Skiff welcomes letters to the editor for publication. Letters 
must be typed, double-spaced, signed and limited to 250 words. To submit a letter, bring 
it to the Skiff. Moudy 29IS. mail it to TCU Box 298050. fax it to 257-71.13 or e-mail it to 
skifTletters@tcu.edu. They must include the author's classification, major and phone num- 
ber. The Skiff reserves the right to edit or reject letters for style, taste and size restrictions. 
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Don't fear the year 2000 
Yikes!  The year's about to 

become a nice round number! 
Whatever shall we do? 

We're going to do the same things 
we do every New Year's Eve, but with 
the expectation that, like some Ghost 
of   Christmas    ^_^^^^^^^ 

Commentary 

IIIKNDON 
HAST. 

Future, at the 
stroke of mid- 
night we will 
be haunted by 
a phantom that 
is as of yet 
unknown. 

Actually we 
have an idea of 
what form this 
mysterious 
ghost will take, 
and we have the world's foremost 
computer nerds trying to stop it. 

It comes in the form of bank 
records disappearing or air traffic 
control stations failing faster than the 
impeachment efforts. There's even 
the extreme possibility that the 
safeties of our nuclear stockpile will 
simply switch off, and the world's 
prize collection of mayhem-inducing 
tools will shoot off like Shannon 

Sharpe's mouth because many of our 
computers may lose their sense of 
time when we move into next year. 

Well folks, I hate to burst your bub- 
ble, but you're probably getting 
worked up over nothing as far as the 
much ballyhooed Y2K computer bug 
goes. The country's banks saw this 
coming and already have the problem 
fixed for the most part, so no need to 
bury your cash in a coffee can. And 
supposedly the military has its 
weapons under control, though these 
are the same people who justify 
spending $400 on a hammer. 
However, if it were a problem, some- 
one would have the courtesy to sug- 
gest a UCR course in "Nuclear Attack 
Defensive Positions" in place of a 
critical inquiry class. 

Our one problem is power. The 
entire world is kept plugged in by 
over 4 trillion circuits, and 25 to 35 
percent of them are estimated to get 
overly confused on Jan. 1, 2000. If 
you could check 10 circuits a second, 
it would take over 12 years to find out 
which ones won't be singing Auld 
Lang Syne that fateful day. 

It's kind  of ironic  that  we're 

referred to as the world's foremost 
slackers when the last generation was 
too lazy to take the time to program a 
computer to be able to change two 
lousy little numbers. 

But moving beyond the mechani- 
cal nightmare of our own creation, 
why are we so apprehensive about 
next year? For those who are of the 
biblical inclination, convinced that 
2000 is Boyz II Men's proverbial 
"End of the Road," I'd like to refer 
you to Luke 12:40. "You must also be 
ready, because the son of man will 
come at an hour when you do not 
expect him." 

Seeing as everyone and their broth- 
er is expecting the last call to be at 
midnight of Dec. 31, 1999, that 
would leave that evening out. In fact, 
when you look at our calendar and 
time-keeping records, we forgot a few 
years from the beginning of the age 
(AD) which means ... that's right, 
we've already missed the blessed 
event (by two years according to bib- 
lical scholars). Drat. 

For those who aren't of the 
Christian persuasion, what reason 
have we for fearing the year 2000? 

Just because we say it's the year 2000 
doesn't mean it's a sign of the apoca- 
lypse. Technically, the new millenni- 
um doesn't really start until 2001. 
True, it's pretty staggering that we've 
finally reached the year that has influ- 
enced everything from Sci-fi writers 
to Newsreel speculation. And yes, it's 
a mysterious age our society's com- 
ing on, but I'll stick with Aaliyah and 
say that "Age Ain't Nothin' But a 
Number". 

Few of our current problems deal 
with our civilization's next big birth- 
day, so let's just cross that bridge 
when we get there. Make your dinner 
reservations early, watch Dick Clark 
drop yet another ball into Times 
Square and be sure to have someone 
to kiss at midnight, unless you're 
working at a power plant waiting to 
see what happens. What the heck, 
bring someone to kiss anyway. The 
only Y2K problem I'm worrying 
about is marking out the "19" on the 
dateline of all my checks, but that's 
just me. 

Herndon Hasty is a freshman busi- 
ness major from Overland Park. Kan. 

What does 'no' mean to you? 
Credit card companies hound poor college students 
I have fond, dewy memories of 

the yesteryears of elementary 
school, the recess (a concept 

that ended prematurely), the 
fundraising 

Commentary 
drives (Hey 
mister, want to 
buy a candy 
bar for my 
school?) and 
of course, the 
credit card 
applications 
(say what?). 

Either as an 
attempt to 
instruct me in 
the   ways   of 
the world or just as a quirky exper- 
iment I ended up with a Sports 
Illustrated magazine subscription 
in my name. 

On the downside, I had to occa- 
sionally contend with people who 
would call for me about extending 

MATT 
SHOEMAKEK 

my subscription which held little 
interest for me since I was only 10 
and I wasn't actually paying for it 
anyway. It was an awkward tedious 
routine, but I put up with it since 
the benefits outweighed the annoy- 
ances. 

Ah, the upside. Sports Illustrated 
is part of the whole Time/Warner 
publication/entertainment/media/gl 
obal takeover conglomerate so I 
managed to get all sorts of cool 
stuff in the mail addressed to me. 
Most importantly I would get cred- 
it cards. 

I wasn't exactly sure how the 
whole credit concept worked at 
the time, but I figured it could 
only be a good thing. I mean, 
someone was offering me $500 to 
spend. With that kind of money I 
could buy enough gummy bears to 
keep me sick well into the next 
millennium. 

Yet for reasons that were beyond 
my understanding at the time my 

parents would always chop up my 
cards and throw them away. My 
unspent fortune vanished right 
before my eyes. Ooh, the glorious 
joys that have been plucked from 
my grasp. Each time I thought 
"Well, there goes my hopes of ever 
getting a credit card." 

Little did I realize what awaited 
me just a decade later. Now I get 
something credit card related in 
the mail just about every week. I 
had no idea that I was on the mail- 
ing list of every bank, credit union 
and enterprising crackpot in 
America. 

Apparently, when you spend tens 
of thousands of dollars on an edu- 
cation it leaves in you in the perfect 
position to begin using credit cards. 
I guess it is a little known econom- 
ic theory that the less money you 
have the more you can spend. Sort 
of like untapped potential, I sup- 
pose. 

I know I don't need a credit card 

for every day of the month, but 
some higher power apparently 
thinks that I do. They are going to 
absurd lengths to entice me into 
their fantastic card. One company 
called me and offered me some spe- 
cial rate on two year subscriptions 
to (I swear I'm not making this up) 
Penthouse and The Sporting News. 
I guess they were expecting me to 
reply "Aaargh, ssssppppooorts and 
pooorrrrn, I caaannnooottt 
reeessisst. Teeessstooosteroone 
wiiiilll nooot alloooow iiiit." I was 
tempted by the interesting looks I 
was sure to get in the mailroom, but 
I had to decline. 

The worst part of all this credit, 
card nonsense is that I have a tough 
time just saying no, or my "service 
representative" just has a hard time 
accepting no for an answer. 

"I'm sorry, but I already have a 
MasterCard." 

"Perhaps you do sir, but for this 
limited time only we will give you 

a crate of Bolivian pocket watches 
and special discounted rates on 
dozens of your favorite Harlequin 
romance novels." 

"I'm really not interested." 
"Did 1 mention our almost ille- 

gally low annual percentage rate?" 
"I said no!" 
"Great, is your social security 

number still 123-45-6789?" 
"Where did you get that from!" 

"And your address is still Box 
333333?" 

"No, no, no, no!" 
"And you want the additional 

credit protection package as well?" 
"What was that you said about 

the novels? ..." 

Matt Shoemaker is a junior com- 
munications graphics major from 
Sunnyvale, Calif. 

Saying 'I love you' is a promise, not an obligation 
I f you are a guy, or if you can't get a date, 

you probably don't want to think about 
the      fact      that    _______ 

Commentary Valentine's    Day    is 
coming up soon. Even 
though I fall into both 
of these categories, I 
can't help but think 
about   it,   because   I 
work at a flower shop, 
where      it's      been 
Valentine's Day since 
the   new   year.   And 
since this is the last 
time I get to talk to you 
guys until after February 14, I thought I'd 
give you my thoughts on love and dating. 

An ESPN commercial once told me what 
Winston Churchill said of golf, "It is a 
game whose goal is to get a wee ball in a 
wee hole with tools ill-designed for that 

STEVE 
SUFFRON 

very purpose." I think the same can be said 
of love and dating. 

This is not to say dating is completely 
worthless. It's a good tool if the only thing 
you want is to boost your self-esteem by 
being able to get an attractive person to with- 
stand your company for a couple of hours. It's 
also fine if your objective is to have a little 
fun, learning about other people, or just have 
something to do on the weekend. The prob- 
lem is that we use that same mechanism to 
audition potential wives or husbands. 

The bottom line of this problem is the dif- 
ference between our standards for those we 
date and the standards we hope our spouse 
will meet. Most guys, if you get right down to 
it, are looking to date the best-looking girl 
who is willing to date him, as long as she 
doesn't annoy the living crud out of him. I am 
not an expert at what women want, but if they 
knew what they were doing, they'd want me. 

I have 22 New Year's Eves alone to prove that 
is not the case, so my best guess is they go for 
guys who look good and are extremely confi- 
dent in their image. 

These standards are fine for the lower pur- 
poses of dating, except it leaves ugly and/or 
insecure people sitting at home. However, if 
the relationship lasts more than a few dates, 
the problem becomes apparent. It is hardly 
ever clear whether each participant is there 
just for fun or for some higher objective. 
That's when people get hurt. 

Maybe the guy starts to get a little serious. 
He begins to act vulnerable. The girl thinks 
this is sweet and sensitive at first, but then, for 
some reason, finds him less exciting. She pulls 
away while he tries to draw close. Poor guy. 

Or maybe the girl starts to feel something 
really real for that guy. But that guy who was 
so cool and cocky has found some other 
woman who is better looking and willing to 

date him. Poor girl. 
Obviously, the problem with those criteria 

for the long term is that they are fleeting or 
fake. No matter how gorgeous a person is, 
eventually you get used to it. Craving com- 
plete self-confidence only encourages 
masks and invites self-absorbed jerks into 
your life. Either way, you could find your- 
self in a long-term relationship with some- 
one you never would have considered mar- 
rying, a sure-fire recipe for pain, ulcers and 
gnashing of teeth. 

I have no idea how to fix the system. I just 
want everyone to proceed cautiously. 
Valentine's Day is a time when a lot of rela- 
tionships head toward heartbreak because of 
the pressure to say, "I love you." Don't do it. 

I am as romantic as they come, but I'm very 
practical when it comes to love itself. Love is, 
I believe, a decision that comes from an emo- 
tion that comes from attraction. The attraction 

is sexual. The next thing to come is caring — 
a sense that you want to protect that person 
from pain. When those two things come at the 
same time, people think it's "love at first 
sight." Eventually, that caring grows into 
something more, and that's when you have to 
decide whether to love that person or not. 

"I love you" isn't an expression of emotion, 
but rather a definition of your actions. 
Inherent in those words is a promise to con- 
tinue to act in love indefinitely. 

Romantic love is when a man and a woman 
mutually put each other's needs above their 
own until there is so much mutual exchange 
they become like one heart. "I love you" is a 
promise to work toward that goal. If you are 
not ready to make that promise, just don't say 
the words. 

Stephen Suffron is a senior broadcast-jour- 
nalism major from League City, Texas. 
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From Page 1   

before deciding what to do next. 
SOC Director Rick Barnes said 

the committee will work with an 
organization if it is trying to estab- 
lish a firm membership. 

"If the group is making a con- 
certed effort to build its member- 
ship (to 10 members), we will be 
cooperative," he said. 

Barnes said the possibility of the 
organization hurting membership 
in the other two black sororities is 
not an issue when granting recog- 
nition. He said (he university 
wants to give all students a choice, 
regardless of Us impact on other 
organizations. 

"When you're looking at sorori- 
ties, you have to question why stu- 
dents would want to be a part of this 
one and not thai one," he said. "We 
don't want to force students into 
one organization just for the sake of 
forcing them in that direction." 

NPHC President Yvonne Okupa 

said she is excited about the possi- 
bility of obtaining another sorority 
on campus. 

"These organizations differ in 
goals and therefore, fit different 
people," she said. "The more vari- 
ety, the better." 

Delta Sigma Theta President 
Tonya Cobb and Alpha Kappa 
Alpha President Janae Hafford said 
they are also excited about the pos- 
sibility of more variety among 
NPHC sororities. 

"This will provide more alterna- 
tives and add more diversity," 
Cobb said. "One sorority is not for 
everyone." 

Chavalla Williams, a sophomore 
business management major who 
attended the informational meet- 
ing, said she is happy to see ibis 
diversity. 

"I wanted to see something new 
and different and this is an avenue 
for me to look at," she said. 

Spring Rush on 
Informal process bolsters membership, activities 

BIVIN 
From Page 1 

dog lover. She judged over 60 
shows last year and has also been 
a judge at the Westminster show. 
She said her husband is very wor- 
thy of this honor. 

"This is special because only 
one judge is chosen from several 
thousand," she said. "It is an 
honor to be invited because the 
show is all-champion and a high- 
ly visible event." 

Forty breeds will be judged, 
then the winners will be divided 
into seven categories. The win- 
ners — from sporting, non-sport- 
ing, working and herding dogs, 
hounds, terriers and toys — are 
judged by Bivin, and he will 
choose "Best of Show." 

"Part of what I do is to have 
knowledge of the breed standard," 
he said. "It is a written description 
of what each breed should be. It is 
a description of the ideal." 

In the 38 years he has been 
judging, Bivin said this is an 
once-in-a-lifetime honor is unlike 
any other. 

Tom Bradley, director of public 
relations for Westminster Kennel 
Club, said Bivin was chosen two 
years ago by the show committee. 

"Mr. Bivin has a reputation as 
one of the best judges in the 
country," he said. "I think he was 
a natural to be picked. My only 
surprise is he was not picked 
earlier." 

Bradley said Bivin brings 
another perspective into the show 
ring. He said other judges are 
often handlers or do this as their 
profession. Since Bivin is also a 
breeder, he can look at things 
from a different point of view. 

"He is interesting to watch 
because he is a very visual judge," 
Bradley said. "He has a really 
high degree of concentration." 

Bivin said he prepares for the 
show by having complete knowl- 
edge of the breeds of dogs, but 
there is a period of isolation 
before the show. He could not 
judge a show in this country since 
last October. 

"The Westminster Kennel Club 
wants the judge to be fresh and 
not have recently done a show," 
he said. "It does not allow the 
establishment of any predeter- 
mined factors. It adds to the 
objectivity." 

Bivin said the university has 
been supportive of him and his 
hobbies throughout the years. 

Bivin and his wife have three 
champion dogs of their own, 
two Doberman pinschers and a 
pointer. 

"The sport of purebred dogs 
is something that I am very pas- 
sionate about," he said. "You 
cannot put this many years into 
something you do not feel 
strongly about." 

By Krteten R. Nftojufn 
STAFF REPORTER 

Sororities and fra.ernitics have 
been rushing to recruit new mem- 
bers since the beginning of the 
semester. 

National Pan-Hellenic Council 
sorority Delta Sigma Theta began its 
formal membership intake process 
on Jan. 20. Alpha Kappa Alpha, the 
other NPHC sorority, will begin the 
four- to six-week process on 
Sunday. 

For Panhellenic sororities and fra- 
ternities. Spring Rush began on Jan. 
28 and will end on Tuesday. It is 
more casual than Formal Rush, 
which is held just before the begin- 
ning of each fall semester. 

Although Spring Rush is open to 
all chapters, most sororities are not 
participating because of a member- 
ship limitation established by 
Panhellenic more than five years 
ago, said Kristen Kirst, director of 
fraternity and sorority affairs. 

The membership restriction stipu- 
lates that no sorority may have more 
than 120 members as a result of 
Spring Rush, so chapters that cur- 
rently have 120 or more members are 
not eligible to participate, she said. 

Amy Hall, Panhellenic rush vice 
president, said only a few sororities 
are participating in Spring Rush 
this year. 

However, Kirst said all 10 
Panhellenic sororities have about 
the same number of members. 

Spring Rush, unlike Formal Rush, 

does not follow a strict schedule. 
Instead, a list of all nonaffiliated 
women, as well as women who 
expressed an interest in joining a 
sorority, is compiled by Hall and 
sent to each chapter. 

The sororities that are both eligible 
and willing to recruit new members 
call these women and invite them to 
participate in various activities with 
the chapter mem- 

members. Hall said. 
Kirst said it is because of this lack 

of openings that many chapters 
decide not to participate. 

"It could be that the chapter is 
above, at or just under total, with 
118 or 119 members and the girls 
want to focus their attention on 
other areas," she said. 

Natalee Sundbcrg. Alpha Delta Pi 
recruitment 

bers. However, 
most of the 
women invited 
are already 
friends with the 
sorority members 
and are not nec- 
essarily on the 
list, Kirst said. 

At the end of 
the process, bids 
to join asorori- 
ties are offered 
to women based 
on the number 
each chapter can 
accept. 

Hall said chapters participate in 
Spring Rush if they have a large 
graduating class and need more 
members to help with Formal Rush. 
Also, if sororities lose members to 
study abroad programs or other uni- 
versities, the organizations will 
often participate in Spring Rush to 
keep their chapters strong and 
healthy, she said. 

But some chapters may only be 
able to accept as few as three new 

6 6TT 7e want to get 
VY some sisters 

who will be involved in 
the daily activities of the 
chapter." 

- Natalee Sundberg, 
Alpha Delta Pi 

recruitment vice president 

vice president, 
said the ADPis 
are participat- 
ing in Spring 
Rush to 
increase mem- 
bership involve- 
ment. 

"We want to 
get some sisters 
who    will    be 
involved in the 
daily  activities 
of the chapter," 
she  said.  "We 
want girls who 

will join and be a part of the chapter 
and be active, not girls who will join 
just for the social functions." 

Spring Rush for the 
Interfraternity Council fraternities 
is similar to that for the 
Panhellenic sororities, with one 
main exception. 

There is no restriction on the 
number of members a chapter may 
have. Therefore, all 10 fraternities 
are eligible to participate. In fact, all 
were required to attend the forum 

held Wednesday night for men inter- 
ested in joining a fraternity. 

Kirst said each fraternity has an 
average of 65 members, but most 
chapters participate because they 
want their membership to be slight- 
ly higher. 

"Most fraternities want their 
numbers to grow, so there is a con- 
stant bringing in of new members," 
she said. 

Chris Sipple, IFC rush vice presi- 
dent, said most rushees are already 
friends with the members of the fra- 
ternity in which they are interested. 

"A lot of these guys' parents did 
not want them to join a fraternity in 
the fall, but now that spring is here, 
the parents say it is OK," he said. "A 
lot of the rushees have been hanging 
out with the guys since fall." 

As with the sorority rushees, 
these men will be invited to partici- 
pate in various activities with chap- 
ter members and some will receive 
bids on Tuesday to join a particular 
fraternity. All male rushees have a 
curfew of 10 p.m. and alcohol may 
not be involved in any rush activity, 
either male or female. 

Kirst said about two of the frater- 
nities usually decide to not partici- 
pate after attending the forum. 

Sipple said he does not know why 
certain fraternities think they do not 
need to participate. 

"I guess they do not see any 
rushees they like or they see the 
whole process as more of a hassle," 
he said. 

Former ranch management 
director honored for excellence 
By Jaime Walker 
SKIFF STAFF 

A former ranch management 
director who has dedicated most of 
his life to ranching and agriculture 
was given an excellence award last 
week for his commitment to the 
field. 

Jake M. Schrum, who spent 12 
years as an associate director for 
TCU's program, received the W.A. 
"Bill" King Award for Excellence in 
Agriculture from the Fort Worth 
Farm and Ranch Club and the Fort 
Worth Chamber of Commerce Jan. 
29. 

"First of all, I thank God for the 
blessings that he has given me, and 
then I thank my family, friends and 

colleagues," Schrum said. 
"Receiving this award was quite an 
honor. I was humbled to say the 
least." 

Schrum is the sixth recipient of 
the award, which was created by the 
Fort Worth Farm and Ranch Club to 
honor its founder, the late Bill King. 
He was given the honor during the 
Livestock Appreciation Day lun- 
cheon held at the Southwestern 
Exposition and Livestock Show. 

Jim Link, director of the TCU 
Ranch Management Program, 
worked with Schrum for 10 years. 

"He is one of the most deserving 
people ever to get this award," Link 
said. "Jake Schrum is one of the 
finest men I know." 

Schrum took a moment to thank 
his past students at TCU. 

"TCU is a unique experience," 
Schrum said, "I think that I also need 
to thank my past students. Each stu- 
dent brought personal experiences 
and a different perspective which 
challenged me and made me a better 
teacher." 

Schrum stressed the importance of 
education and wanted to remind stu- 
dents that even in today's urban soci- 
ety, agriculture plays a crucial role in 
daily life. A strong education and 
business background are needed 
more today than ever before, Schrum 
said. 

"Sometimes students forget that 
they wouldn't be able to eat at The 

Main, have fiber for clothing or have 
timber without the hard work of 
those in agriculture," he said. 

Schrum brought many personal 
experiences to the classroom. He 
received a bachelor's degree in gen- 
eral agriculture. After returning from 
World War II, he earned a master's 
degree in animal husbandry from 
Texas A&M University in 1948. 

He then taught at A&M for four 
years before he joined Sugarland 
Industries in 1951. He directed oper- 
ations there until he accepted the job 
at TCU. 

Today, Schrum remains active in 
his church, the TCU Wesley founda- 
tion board and numerous agricultur- 
al organizations. 

CURRAN 
From Page 1 

sional companies while he travels. 
He graduated from New York University's 

Tisch School of the Arts, where he is cur- 
rently a member of the faculty. He has been 
a member of the cast of the off-Broadway 
percussion extravaganza, "Stomp," for the 
past four years. 

Curran has had his own company in New 
York called "Sean Curran Company" since 
1994 

Before the formation of his own company 
he worked with the Bill T. Jones/Arnie Zane 
Dance Company from 1983 to 1994. 

In 1985-86, while he was with the Bill T. 
Jones/Arnie Zane Dance Company, he 
received the New York Dance and 
Performance Bessi Award for his perfor- 
mance in "Secret Pastures." 

Curran has most recently choreographed 
new dances for Denmark's Upper Cut 
Company, Swenden's Skanes Dance Theater, 
the    Boston    Conservatory    of    Music, 

I have the structure, architecture or dance, transition at 
1 .beginning, middle and end and they are filling in. It's 

like coloring. I draw the outline and they are coloring with 
their colors." 

- Sean Curran, 
visiting artist 

University of Wisconsin, Milwaukee, Texas 
Women's University and the Alvin Atley 
American Dance Center. He is a Resident 
Choreographer of NYC's Soundance 
Repertory Company. 

Curran has also taught at the American 
Dance Festival, Bates Dance Festival and the 
Harvard Summer Dance Center. He also was 
recently awarded a Choreographer's 
Fellowship from the New York Foundation 

for the Arts. 
While at TCU, he worked on an informal 

presentation with TCU modern dancers and 
the performance will show the combination 
of Curran's and students' own creative move- 
ments. 

It's called "Choreographic by Sean Curran 
in collaboration with the dancers." 

Curran said he collaborated with the 
dancers' own creativity. 

"I have the structure, architecture of 
dance, transition at beginning, middle and 
end and they are filling in," Curran said. "It's 
like coloring. I draw the outline and they are 
coloring with their colors." 

During his short visit, he said he wants to 
shake the dancers up. 

"I want to give them a quick jolt of some- 
thing new, fresh and different," Curran said. 

"They love to do virtual, slash and strong 
movement, but I want them to settle and 
relax, too," he said. 

He started Irish Step Dancing in Boston 
when he was five, but Irish step dancing was 
more of a social event. So he tried Broadway 
as a musical actor, but it made him feel 
unable to express his true feelings. When he 
started modem dance, it physically chal- 
lenged him and made his entire body feel 
refreshed, Curran said. 

He also said his dances tell the story of 
people's lives. 

"I want to make poems. My dances are 
poems and they reflect life," Curran said. 
"There are not many happy endings in life. 
In a Broadway show, it always has a happy 
ending. It's entertaining but it is not true to 
me. Art makes sense of the chaotic universe." 

Curran said he wants to convey the 
world's feelings and emotions through his 
dancing. He also said he wants people iden- 
tify so people will say, 'I know how that 
would feel.' 

"My dances are looking at die difference 
between solitude and loneliness," Curran 
said. "I am looking at connectiveness and 
community. How do we work together?" 

Ellen. P. Garrison , associate professor of 
ballet and modern dance and chairman of 
department, said Curran is passionate and 
dedicated. 

"He is in the moment and he gives all to 
the moment. He is so engaged in whatever he 
does," she said. "He is very down-to-earth." 

DECADES 
From Page 1     

going into the ministry, so there 
was need for another men's dor- 
mitory. In 1912 Clark Hall was 
built, which stood where M.E. 
Sadler Hall stands today. 

Some things will never change. 
Football was as much a part of life 
at TCU then as it is now. In the 
1913 volume of The Horned Frog. 
TCU's year book, football pride 
was evident. 

"The game was a clean, fast 
exhibition of how football ought 
to be played with the warriors of 
the purple and white as teachers." 

Also that year, yell leader 
Winfield Stirman created the infa- 
mous cheer, Rif Ram Bah Zoo. 
Over the years only one line has 
undergone change: Instead of 
"Give em hell T-C-U," they 
cheered, "Let her go T-C-U." 

Another staple is the constant 
beautification of the campus. In 
March 1915 the first campaign for 
landscaping brought in flowers, 
trees and Bermuda grass. It was a 
welcome addition to the one tree 
on campus. 

According to Colby D. Hall's 

"History of Texas Christian 
University: A College of the 
Cattle Frontier," a gift of $25,000 
from L.C. Brite was used to bring 
the building total to five with the 
addition of Brite College, which 
stood where the Bailey Building is 
now located. In order to thank 
Brite and his family the name, 
Bible College, was changed to 
Brite College of the Bible. 

The prominent Fort Worth 
School of Medicine was annexed 
and became The College of 
Medicine of TCU in 1911. Before 
the addition, there was no other 
medical schooling available in the 
area. Respect for TCU grew until 
it became an institution, rather 
than a mere college. 

With the university doing so 
well, Hall emphasized in his book 
that the administration began to 
get overzealous with their efforts, 
creating the College of Law in 
1915. 

But TCU could not afford to 
keep up two large colleges at the 
same school. In 1918, The College 
of Medicine closed its doors and 

the College of Law followed suit 
two years later — a total of 13 had 
graduated. 

An honor system was inaugu- 
rated in 1914 but abandoned by 
1915. Professors would leave their 
classes during tests and all who 
cheated were to be reported by 
their classmates. The student's 
mentality, however, did not allow 
for such a system to work, accord- 
ing to Hall. 

World War I began in 1917. 
According to Jerome A. Moore's 
"Texas Christian University: A 
Hundred Years of History," TCU's 
enrollment remained suprisingly 
steady, with a slight increase in 
the years that followed the war. 

The war did affect students' 
morale. Moore stated, "Classes in 
German continued to be offered, 
but none were taken." 

Once the war ended in 
November of 1918, the men came 
back restless, according to Hall. 
And like all restless students, they 
began to act up. 

In the fall of 1919 a group of 
upperclass athletes started severe 

hazing and President Edward 
McShane Waits suspended the 
captain of the football team and 
five other players. Students were 
outraged and boycotted the deci- 
sion. 

The men piled up. their trunks 
outside Clark Hall and said they 
would all leave if the suspension 
were not reversed. The pile 
reached 7 rows high and 30 feet 
long. Waits, not backing down, 
announced that at 6 p.m. trucks 
would haul all trunks free of 
charge to the train depot. When 6 
p.m. rolled around, all the trunks 
were once again safely tucked 
away in the dormitory rooms. 

The brand new health program 
cost students $7.50 per semester 
in 1918. Students received the ser- 
vices of a physician and a resident 
nurse, according to Hall. 

The senior class of 1910 
summed up the description of all 
TCU students both then and now 
in the 1911 yearbook. They proud- 
ly stated, "Veni, Vidi, Vici," mean- 
ing "We came, We saw, We con- 
quered." 

LEADERSHIP 
From Page 1  

made this discovery after work- 
ing for Southwestern 
Marketing Company in Iowa. 
Although she continued to pur- 
sue her speech pathology 
degree, she eventually made a 
switch, she said. 

"Explore and see what you 
really want to do," she said. 

Ruthy Googins, chairwoman 
of the Leadership Council, said 
this event gives students the 
opportunity to see how commu- 
nity leaders got to where they 
are today. 

"It's the biggest networking 
event on campus," she said. 

Jef Drummond, a senior 
international communication 
major and Leadership Center 
participant, agrees with 
Googins. The institute gives 
students the opportunity to 
meet many different people and 
build contacts, he said. 

"It provides opportunity for 
those who have leadership ten- 

dencies to focus their potential 
in the right direction," he said. 

The Institute continues 
Saturday morning with three 
workshops during the day, 
which will cover topics such as 
ethics and community service," 
Southard said. 

Participants have the option 
to choose a track of specializa- 
tion in either a community ser- 
vice path or an officer path. 
Students that elect this option 
will receive a certificate noting 
their specialization at the insti- 
tute, she said. At the conclusion 
of each day's event, students 
can have their cards punched to 
fulfill conference requirements. 

The deadline for registration 
is Wednesday. The cost is $20 
and includes meals. Students 
can - choose to have the cost 
deducted from their meal cards. 
For more information, contact 
Student Development Services 
at 257-7855. 
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Campus 
TTiis weekend s 
home sports: 

The men's basketball team 
returns to Daniel-Meyer 
Coliseum to face cross-town 
rival Southern Methodist at 5 
p.m. Saturday. 

The women's team also 
treks to Dallas to play SMU at 
2 p.m. Saturday. 

NFL 
Dierdorf leaving 
Monday Night Football 

NEW YORK (AP) — Dan 
Dierdorf is out at ABC. 

Dierdorf, a member of the 
Pro Football Hall of Fame, said 
Thursday that he is leaving the 
"Monday Night Football" tele- 
cast after 12 years as a color 
analyst. 

"Yesterday, ABC Sports 
informed my representatives at 
The Marquee Group that no 
substantial offer to extend my 
contract would be forthcom- 
ing," Dierdorf's statement said. 
"Therefore, Sunday's broad- 
cast of the Pro Bowl will be my 
last for ABC." 

Brian McAndrews, execu- 
tive vice president and general 
manager of ABC Sports, 
acknowledged the statement. 

"He is a very talented broad- 
caster, who earned the respect, 
admiration and friendship of 
everyone with whom he 
worked at ABC Sports," 
McAndrews said. "We wish 
him luck in his future endeav- 
ors." 

About a replacement, ABC 
Sports spokesman Mark 
Mandel said, "It would be pre- 
mature to discuss our plans for 
next season." 

Dierdorf's departure marks 
the second change of the ABC 
Monday Night broadcast team 
in two years. Ex-quarterback 
Boomer Esiason replaced 
Frank Gifford following the 
1997-98 season. 

Baseball begins play 
with doubleheader 
By Matt Welnack 
SKIFF STAFF 

The TCU baseball team begins its 
season at The Gateway Classic in 
Laredo against the University of 
Texas at Arlington today 11 a.m. 
The team will also play Oral 
Roberts today at 7 p.m. 

Today's games will be the team's 
first action of this season, aside from 
intrasquad play. Head coach Lance 
Brown said he will use the first 10 
games to evaluate the team and try 
some different combinations. 

"We're just going to try and get 
some players into positions," Brown 
said. "We lost five people in the line- 
up; we'll try to play some different 
lineups and look at some people." 

One of the most notable losses is 
right-fielder Chris Connally. The 
power hitter led the team in RBIs 
with 80 and tied third baseman 
Royce Huffman for the team lead in 
home runs with 17 last season 

TCU is also without left-fielder 
Matt Howe, second baseman Sam 
Lunsford and shortstop Jef 
Yarbrough. Without four of their top 
hitters and run scorers from last sea- 

son, the Frogs will look elsewhere 
for firepower. 

"We'll try and locate our four 
position players that we need, and 
we've got probably two in each 
position that we're looking at," 
Brown said. 

The Frogs do retain the services 
of Huffman for another season. The 
preseason Ail-American returns as 
the team's top hitter with a .420 
average and 77 RBIs. 

Catcher Mark Silva, who hit .351 
last season, will start behind the 
plate again this season. TCU also 
returns first baseman David 
Wallace. Wallace hit .285 and drove 
in 50 runs last season. Center-fielder 
Mike Scarborough rounds out the 
list of returning starters for the 
Frogs; he finished 33-23 last season. 

One area that remains strong for 
TCU is the pitching staff. The Frogs 
only lost two pitchers from last sea- 
son, giving them a staff with experi- 
ence and depth. 

Brown said the big difference 
from last year is the addition of five 
left-handed pitchers, which will 
allow the Frogs to be more compet- 

itive against teams that have left- 
handed hitters in their lineup. 

Teams in the Western Athletic- 
Conference will see a modified 
WAC this season. Traditionally, the 
WAC competed with two divisions, 
but this year all 11 teams will play in 
one division. The top six teams will 
advance to the WAC tournament. 

TCU was picked by WAC coach- 
es to finish fifth in the WAC, with 
the Rice Owls picked to win the 
conference. Baseball America pre- 
dicts the Frogs will finish third in 
the WAC, and that they will receive 
a NCAA Regional berth. 

Brown said he feels good about 
the team as it stands right now. 

"We got a lot done in the spring 
and we've had good weather," 
Brown said. "At least everybody is 
in shape, so we can do some things 
to alter our lineup." 

The Frogs will round out the tour- 
nament in Laredo with a game 
against Sam Houston State Saturday 
and a game against Centenary on 
Sunday. TCU's first home game is 
next Saturday against Southwest 
Texas State. 

Rwigfln Dupliaaa/SKIFF STAFF 

The Horned Frog baseball team, shown here in a game last season, 
begins its 1999 season today in Laredo, Texas. 

No prestige lost for No. 3 class in Texas 
It's that time of year again. The day all the 

so-called "experts" have been waiting for 
officially arrived on Wednesday. 

That's right, National 
Signing Day has come t^mmmmmmm^ 
and gone, and the great Commentary 
state of Texas dominat- 
ed the recruiting scene 
this year like Alan 
Greenspan dominates 
the economy. 

Texas schools, partic- 
ularly the University of 
Texas-Austin, Texas 
A&M  and TCU  were TODD J. 
like  Roman armies in SllKIBlK 
this year's recruiting 
game: They came, they 
saw, they conquered. 

In case you're doing a double take at this 
point, I assure you, you read correctly about 
the Horned Frogs garnering one of the Lone 

Star State's elite recruiting classes. TCU fin- 
ished a solid third behind UT and A&M. 

Third place in a single state doesn't sound 
like much, but consider the following: Coach 
Mack Brown did win a national champi- 
onship in Austin this year — the national 
recruiting championship. 

The Longhorns' class has been rated No. I 
in America by every recruiting service. Chris 
Simms, son of former New York Giants star 
Phil Simms, signed with UT after originally 
committing to Tennessee. Simms is regarded 
as the best high school quarterback in the 
nation. 

Although Simms is not a Texan, UT landed 
a bevy of Texas' top players to emerge as the 
clear-cut No. 1 in recruiting. 

The boys in College Station didn't sit idly 
by while their rivals in Austin ransacked 
Texas of its top schoolboys either. Coach R.C. 
Slocum and his staff put together what is gen- 
erally considered the nation's sixth or seventh 

best class. 
Like the Longhorns, the Aggies garnered a 

couple of players from out of state including 
Joe Weber, a running back out of California 
regarded as that state's best prospect at thai 
position. 

The strength of UT and A&M's recruiting 
classes pushed Nebraska to a distant third 
place in the Big 12's recruiting war. I guess 
that's what a Heisman Trophy Winner (Ricky 
Williams) and a Lombardi Award Winner 
(Dat Nguyenl does for your recruiting, but 
what does a win over Southern California in 
the Norwest Sun Bowl do for your recruiting'.' 

Apparently the answer is a lot if you're a 
TCU fan. TCU did fall a bit short of the pres- 
tige won by UT and A&M. but the Frogs were 
head and shoulders above schools like Baylor. 
Rice, Southern Methodist and Texas Tech. 

Local recruiting, a priority for coach 
Dennis Franchione and his staff was a test 
that was passed with flying colors as more 

than half of TCU's 20 signees hailing from 
inside the Dallas/Fort Worth area. 

Included in the group of 20 are seven Texas 
lop 100 recruits and one more sets of twins. 
Jerome and Jerold Braziel of Fort Worth 
Dunhai 

TCU's class is rated just short of the 
national top 25. but it is still an impressive 
feather in TCU's cap. and the 1998 season 
can take most of the credit for '99's recruiting 
success. 

It seems like Texas' top players are finally 
staying home instead of bolting for Big 10. 
Pac 10 or SEC schools. Sure. Ihe Longhorns 
and Aggies are still kings of the hill, but is 
TCU really thai far away? 

Put together a few more good seasons, and 
the lights in rearview mirrors around UT and 
A&M might he the color purple. 

Todd J. Shriber is a junior broadcast jour- 
nalism major from Laguna Niguel, Calif. 

XCU    O.AI ■_.-■- 

Skiff Application 
editors, reporters, advertising representatives, copy editors, columnists, and production artists \ 1 \(, i A jdf\ 1 

Please print. 

Name  Date 

Social Security Number. Expected date of graduation . 

Position(s) desired (in order of preference) 

School address. Phone number 

List courses already taken that are relevant to position sought. 

List relevant courses you are taking this semester. 

List previous experience with publications. 

How many hours are you taking next semester? What is your TCU grade point average?* 

What other commitments demand your time during the semester (study time, fraternity or sorority, etc.)?_ 

Do you have a car? 

References: Please list two TCU faculty or staff references (names, departments and phone numbers.)* 

Name_ 

Name_ 

    Department _ 

 Department _ 

* Does not apply to incoming freshmen or transfer students. 

Please attach a writing sample. 

Signed:  

Phone number. 

Phone number. 

Just 
Cut it out! 
And after you do, send it to us. 

Show your future employers what you can do today. 

The TCU Daily S/fe///" currently has openings 
for the following positions: 

• General assignment reporters 
• Photographers 
• Production artists 
• Copyeditors 
• Reviewers 
• Sports reporters 

We offer an excellent opportunity for TCU students to 
practice what they learn in the classroom while expos- 
ing them to the skills they need to give them an edge 
in the world after graduation. 

Feel free to bring the application to the Skiff office, 
Moudy Building, Room 29IS or send it via interoffice 
mail to TCU Box 298050. 

If you have any questions, call 921-7428. 
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The 

TCU Honors Program 
congratulates the following 

students who have timely 

completed their Lower Division 

Requirements and have become 

Associate Honors Scholars.   They are 

hereby invited to participate in 

Upper Division Requirements leading 

to graduation with Departmental 

Honors or University Honors. 

Christopher Belk 

Heather Bieghler 

Lara Blackwood 

Lesley Briggs 

Kelly Connelly 

Megan Crowhurst 

Dawn Davis 

Melissa DeLario 

Daniel Dukes 

Jeremy Fetter 

Masato Hashimoto 

Christie Hobbs 

Corey Horsch 

Brett Kohn 

Mandie Kreimborg 

Sara Lilley 

Jason Mayka 

Clayton McCook 

Matthew McCown 

Walter Mclnnis 

Heather McKay 

by Brian Shuster THE Daily Crossword Edited by Wayne Robert Williams 

"And another thing, these candles look IIKS a me 
hazard to me.* 

purple  poll 

Jeff Moles 

Juan Molta 

Claire Morris 

Donald Pinson 

Madeline Reedy 

Megan Sablack 

Stacey Seidlitz 

Charles Sizemore 

Emily Stemme 

Jennifer Slaughter 

Mathew Stiver 

Sarah Thomas 

Amy Trefzger 
Kyle Trimmer 

Michael Volk 

Sarah Wamsley 

Pam Woodhead 

Nixie Woodward 

Daniel Worden 

Aaron York 

EFER#NTENDO 64, 
iTION, OTHER OR NEITHER? 

NINTENDO 64 OTHER 

31 |      7 

PLAYSTATION /   MUM 27 iW. 
Data collected from an informal poll 
conducted in TCU's Main Cafeteria. 
This poll is not a scientific sampling 

and should not be regarded as represen- 
tative of campus public opinion. 

ACROSS 
1  Sword stroke 
6 Road 

contractor 
11 "You There" 
14 New Guinea 
15 Similar 
16 Adams or 

Knotts 
17 Part 1 of Irugal 

advice 
19 Part 2 ol frugal 

advice 
20 Gangsters' 

heaters 
21 Jokester 
23 The Cotton 

State 
27 Tempestuous 
29 Adders 
30 North American 

country 
31 Rand novel, 

" Shrugged" 
32 Ridicule 
33 Hoover or 

Grand Coulee 
36 Close 
37 Dupes 
38 Tender 
39 Clothe 
40 Celestial 

transient 
41 Deceive 
42 Approached 
44 Argue for 
45 Adept 
47 Woody Allen 

movie 
48 Slightly 

adhesive 
49 Family member 
50 Noah's craft 
51 Last part of 

frugal advice 
58 Fr. woman's 

title 
59 Fry lightly 
60 Of service 
61 " Joey" 
62 Marine 

mammal 
63 Dominion 

TMSPuzztos 0aol.com 
' 2 3 4 

' 1 7 8 9 10 1' 12 13 

14 1 16 

IV 18 19 

20 ?1 22 

23 R ■ a 27 2fl 

R 30 

I 32 

™ 

33 34 35 

98 37 

| 40 4' 
42 43 44 

45 46 47 

*e 49 

50 51 5? 53 54 55 56 57 

5B 59 1 . 61 6? 63 

DOWN 
Health haven 
Kiddie seat? 
Desmond 
Morris book, 
"The Naked _ 

By James E. Biwll 
Fort Washington, MD 

4 Daystar 
5 Airport 

buildings 
6 Fettuccine or 

linguine 
7 Lamenter's 

comment 
8 Ms. Vance, to 

Lucy 
9 Just get by 

10 British soldier, 
once 

11 Dirt cheap 
12 Pitcher's bag 
13 Legislate 
18 Edible tubers 
22 Long-standing 
23 Nautical call 
24 Stone: pref. 
25 Electrician's 

favorite coin? 
26 Musical pulse 
27 Brag about 
28 Hostelries 
30 Crowed? 
32 Domesticated 
34 Entertainment 

venue 
35 Repairs 
37 Skin opening 

Thursday's Puzzle Solved 
A A D A n 1 A D Z 

A 
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L E 0 S c A N T V A U L T 
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R   A H A M 

B u T 1 0 N E D 0 N E S L 1 P 
A c R 1 D B U N 1 N 0 1 S E 
A L 0 N E B E E T 1 T L E 

S A Y S 0 S L v s L E E K 
[C}1999 Tnbuna MacU SWVKM 
All ngfils raMivwJ 

Inc 2WM 

38 Davenport 
40 Trinidad music 

style 
41 Horse-man? 
43 Wapiti 
44 Hamlet, e.g. 
45 Trample 
46 Destiny 
47 Customer 

49 Pot starter 
52 Break fast? 
53 Fanatic 
54 Hwy. sign abbr. 
55 Dance-show 

hostess 
Peeples 

56 Building wing 
57 GOP rival 

Don't be lazy. 
Get your ads in here right now. 
Call Staff Advertising. 257.7426 

=\ 

D 
□ 
□ 
□ 
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Meed a break*? 
Call Domino's 

We will bring you a snackl 

92W000 
2801 MSI. Berry 

□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 
D 
□ 
n 

+tax $4.00 
Small Cheese 

Pizza 
Valid at participating 
stores only. Not valid 
with any other offer. 
Deep Dish Extra.  Must 
show student ID. 
I .muled time offer. 

+tax $5.00 
Medium 

Cheese Pizza 
Valid at participating 
stores only. Not valid 
with any other offer. 
Deep Dish Extra.  Must 
show student ID. 
Limited time offer. 

Add to any order: 

10 Wings 
20 Wings 
30 Wings 
50 Wings 

$4.49 
$8.49 
$12.24 
$15.49 

Twisty Bread $0.99 
Cheesy Bread $3.29 
Coke $0.75 

+tax $6.00 
Large Cheese 

Pizza 
Valid at participating 

■tores only. Not valid 
with any other offer. 
Deep Dish Extra.   Must 
show student ID. 
Limited time offer. 

n n n rP 



57 

2/5/99 

L P 

1 E 
E H 

U T 

A e 
D E 

U E 

L T 
T 

1 

S 

P 

S E 

L E 

E K 

abbr. 

D 
D 
□ 
□ 
□ 



Page 2 Weekend Friday, February 5,1999 

Friendly feud 
Work by modern art giants Picasso and Matisse now on view at Kimbell 

By Jenn Osborm 
SKIFF STAFF 

Most people are familiar with the 
names Matisse and Picasso. Many 
could probably even identify them as 
two of the greatest artists of the 20th 
century. Until this weekend, however, 
I could not have told you that they 
were rivals, and I've even taken 19th 
and 20th century art history classes. 

Exhibit 
"Matisse & Picasso: A 

Gentle Rivalry" 

Kimbell Art Museum 

Jan. 31 to May 2 
Grade: A- 

SPECIAL TO THE SKIFF 

"Matisse and Picasso: A Gentle 
Rivalry" is an exhibit that has been 
put together by the directors of the 
Kimbell Art Museum. It celebrates 
this glorious competition between 
two artists of extreme talent and 
passion. 

The exhibit is divided into four dif- 
ferent periods of the artists' interac- 
tion and production. It opens with Act 
One: A Fresh Start. This period 
focuses mainly on Picasso, during a 

LAYIN' AROUND. "The Dream," a 1935 painting by Henri Matisse, is 
one of the many paintings currently on display in the Kimbell. 

Sites supply gaming news 
By Guy Bickers 
SKIFF STAFF 

Welcome back to another round 
on the Web. I will be your host to ail 
things both weird and wonderful in 
the electronic realm. This week, I 
chose to fit in with this issue's theme, 
offering the best gaming sites I have 
found. So let us begin. 

Internet 
The Adrenaline Vault 
(www.avault.com) 

The Adrenaline Vault is like one- 
stop shopping for gaming news. 
Updated daily, it is the single best site 
for news and reviews. It runs easy-to- 
decipher reviews, provide excellent 
previews and have some of the 
sharpest editorials out there. 

However, webmasters are prone to 
jump on anything newsworthy with- 
out always checking it. (Several 
months ago they ran a story about 
John Romero of Dallas-based Ion 
Storm being shot. He wasn't.) For 
those of you with high-bandwidth 
connections, it is a great site for 
demos as well. 

Blue's News 
(ww.bluesnews.com) 

This is considered gospel for 
"Quake" junkies. If you like on-line 
gaming with lots of violence, here is 
your homepage! Dedicated to first- 
person shooters, Blue's has more gos- 
sip and news than ANYONE else. For 
gamers everywhere, this site is a must 

for getting the latest patches, demos 
and information on upcoming titles. 

Bezerk 
(www.won.net/gamerooms/bezerk - 
or- www.bezerk.com) 

Bezerk is run by the nice folks who 
brought us the "You Don't Know 
Jack" series or games. Here you can 
play four different on-line games: 
"YDKJ," "YDKJ Sports," 
"Acrophobia" and "What's the Big 
Idea?" Of these my favorite is 
"WtBI?." a really easy-to-play, hard- 
to-win game. 

In it, you try to ascend the Ziggurat 
of Power and reach the Dimension of 
Light. You answer questions worth 
differing amounts, trying to match 
everyone else's answers. If you are in 
the majority you get to climb, but 
there are plenty of pitfalls along the 
way. This is probably my single 
favorite site on the web right now, and 
many of my friends are hooked as 
well. 

Electronic Arts 
(www.ea.com) 

OK, call me a sell-out but I love 
this company. It is the largest video 
game company in the world and 
makes a lot of the best games out 
there. The site is exhausting in its 
detail. Each developer owned by EA 
has its own page and, there are too 
many other goodies to mention here! 

clnet Gamecenter 
(www.gamecenter.com) 

This is the granddaddy of all gam- 

ing sites. Run by clnet, Gamecenter 
has more stuff to download than any- 
one else. Its file list of demos, patch- 
es and shareware runs into the hun- 
dreds and suits all types. It has games 
for PC, Mac, PalmPilot and Windows 
CE. From "Mah Jongg" to 
"Command & Conquer XXXIII" 
you'll likely find something to play 
here. 

Planet Moon Studios 
(www.planetmoon.com) 

I had originally shied away from 
writing about corporate sites but two 
demanded entry for their own rea- 
sons. Planet Moon is the first, and it's 
in here because it's dam funny. PM 
consists of a group of guys who cre- 
ated "Earthworm Jim" and "MDK" 
then split from Shiny Int. to do their 
own thing. From their site you can 
hear the entire 100-year history of the 
company (ends up they invented the 
car, but Ford outdid them by adding 
an engine) as well as check out their 
new game "Giants: Citizen Kabuto." 
Some of the screenshots from 
"Giants" are a bit graphic so beware. 

Microsoft 
(Just Kidding!) 

Well, that's it for now. Again I 
invite all eight of you who were nice 
enough to read this column to send 
weird web sites to me at webcol- 
umn@holmail.com. Please note the 
address has changed, and I didn't get 
anything sent to last week's listing. 
Have fun out there. 

time when Matisse had not produced 
a major work in six years. Much of 
Picasso's work during this time was a 
mockery of Matisse and a tactic to 
motivate the artist to re-enter the ring 
and give Picasso some competition. 

The exhibit continues to Act Two: 
Making Partners. During this time the 
artists were separated by World War 
II. They communicated by sending 
each other paintings to keep each 
other updated on their works. 

Act Three: Parallel Play depicts the 
post war rivalry that rekindled 
between the two. Each wanted to 
outdo the other, and they often copied 
much of each other's subject matter. 
The final act, Act Four: Reunion, is 
not only a reunion, but a separation as 
well. During this time period, Matisse 
passed away, ending the long stand- 
ing friendly feud between the artists. 
It was only after Matisse's death that 
Picasso revealed how much Matisse's 
work had meant to him, and his admi- 
ration of the late artist was expressed 
in much of his later works. 

It is not only interesting to learn 
how a friendship grew between these 
two figureheads of modem art, but 
also to observe how their style of 
painting and sculpture adapted to the 

other as well. Both artists' works had 
very distinctive styles: Matisse's was 
slightly realistic, while Picasso's 
work seems almost discombobulated. 

In the early years of this rivalry, it 
seemed apparent that Picasso paro- 
died much of Matisse's work, but as 
the years passed, their roles shifted. 
Picasso is notorious for showing all 
dimensions of a figure, and Matisse 
began to take on this concept in some 
of his later works. However, much of 
Picasso's work following Matisse's 
death is much more realistic than we 
would ever expect from the master of 
obscure art. 

I highly recommend this exhibit to 
anyone with an open mind and a 
competitive inclination. After all, it's 
not everyday that you have the oppor- 
tunity to see many famous works of 
art in one place, unless you happen to 
own season passes to the Louvre and 
a Lear jet, in which case I think I've 
found my new best friend. 

If you don't have international 
travel capabilities, go to the Kimbell. 
Do yourself a favor and pay the extra 
cash for the little speakers that take 
you on an audio tour of the exhibit. 
They'll tell you much more than the 
little plaques on the wall ever could. 

TCU    DAILY 
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Colin James has right combination 
By Carey Hi« 
SKIFF STAFF 

Isn't it interesting how history repeats 
itself? Bellhottoms are in retail stores after 
20 years of hibernation. Platform shoe-dad 
teenagers running around like apparitions 
from the '70s. But Big Band music? Who'd 
have thought? 

Music 
"Collin James and the Little Big Band 

II" by Collin James, et al. 

Electra Entertainment 
Grade: B+ 

I guess artist Colin James' comment that 
great music always finds an audience is true. 
A case in point, the new album by Colin 
James entitled Colin James and The Little 
Big Hand II is very blues-oriented and also 
kind of a Henry Mancini meets Glen Miller 
hybrid. 

The songs are quite diverse and range 
from upbeat and jazzy with lots of piano, 
featured in the rendition of Ray Charles' 
"Mary Ann." to slow and sultry like Willie 
Dixon's "You Know My Love." 

In the first track. "Jumpin' From Six To 
Six," our musical journey begins with a fast- 
tempo, upbeat and energized tune that 
includes a sublime tenor sax solo. "Safronia 
B." the second track, is slow-paced and 
brings the listener into a more languid and 
ja/./.y space. 

"Mary Anne," the album's third track, 
takes the listener into a serious groove with 
a smoking beat, while incorporating a happy 
piano chord progression and a funky bass 
line. 

Track four, "Let's Shout (Baby Work 
Outl." has a climbing and descending bass 
line that adds to the overall lowdown groove 
of the song. "You Know My Love." the fifth 
song, brings the energy back down and gives 
the listener a spaced out grooviness comple- 
mented by a nice slow beat. 

Song six, "I'll See it Through," is a pow- 
erful mix of acid Jaz/-organ and melodic 
guitar riffs and makes for a sweet layering 
of sounds. The rendition of Cab Calloway's 
"C'mon With The C'mon," on track seven is 

full of dance floor madness and good stomp- 
ing fun. Its nitty gritty groove is a lesson in 
the doctrine of boogie. You can't hear it just 
once. 

Track eight, the original "Rocket To The 
Moon," is full of melodic guitar riffs punc- 
tuated by trumpet blasts and a soaring trum- 
pet solo. It takes the listener to new heights 
and ends abruptly, leaving you wanting 
more. Luckily there is more to come. 

Track nine, "Think," is slow and reflec- 
tive, but cynical, and the lyrics warn listen- 
ers to think before jumping into relation- 
ships "just in case we both are wrong." The 
provocative music complements the cynical 
lyrics. 

"Think" gets down in the mud, the blood, 
and the beer. Track 10. "Somethings doing 
On In My Room," is raunchy and wicked 
with a raw guitar riff and swinging bass line. 

Track II, "I'm Lost Without You." is a 
diverse amalgamation of blues, soul and big 
band blended into a well-rounded rhythm 
that is pleasing to hear. "Tin Pan Alley." the 
12th track, is very slow paced and mourn- 
fully spiritual. Its raw melancholy and 
encompassing soul is hauntingly melodic to 
the ear. 

Track 13, "Triple Shot." the other original 
track, comprises a driving guitar riff with a 
flailing basslinc. Its chaotic and intriguing 
sound is indicative of James' talent for writ- 
ing in the genre of big band music. The last 
track. "Oh Babe." is a well-conceived blend 
of sound. The guitar and saxophone come 
together in a sublime repertoire of sound 
that is easy listening. 

My personal- favorite is "I'll See It 
Through" with its groovy organ and swing- 
ing bassline. There is definitely talent in the 
band, as can be heard in the guitar solos on 
both "Jumpin' From Six to Six" and "Mary 
Ann." On "Oh Babe," there is a sweet tenor 
saxophone solo by Greg Piccolo. The album 
definitely has a swinging sound with a pos- 
itive vibe. 

Colin James anil The Little Hii> Hand li 
combines just the right amount of blues, 
jazz and big band to keep listeners interest- 
ed and moving to the sound. My friends and 
I genuinely enjoyed the music and al one 
point, my apartment manager came up and 
made us turn it down. If you're a fan of the 
genre, this one is worth a listen. 

SPECIAL TO THE SKIFF 

KING OF SWING. Colin James strums away with his kind of music, the 1920s ish big 
band style which incorporates swing. 

Blondie's new album offers no exit from the trite 
By Derek Roy 
SKIFF STAFF 

Do you remember the band 
Blondie? If you don't, here's a 
small clue: "One Way Or Another." 
Yes, the same good people that once 
brought us classic pop songs such 

Music 
"No Exit" by Blondie 
Beyond Records 
Grade: D 

as "Heart Of Glass" and "The Tide 
is High" are back. And after being 
out of the music business over a 
decade, the band re-enters with a 
new album titled "No Exit." 

Before dropping off the face of 

the earth sometime in the early '80s. 
Blondie had three multi-platinum 
albums and four No. 1 singles. The 
band is sometimes even credited 
with paving the way for artists such 
as Madonna, No Doubt and Hole. In 
1982, the band called it quits due to 
guitarist Chris Stein's illness, but 
now Stein and the rest of Blondie 
are back with their seventh album. 

"No Exit" is a diverse record in 
which Blondie tries to explore many 
different musical styles ranging 
from jazz to even rap. The big prob- 
lem with this album is the band 
never truly finds a style that is 
unique to itself. Too many of the 
songs sound almost stolen from 
other artists, and throughout the 
record the band doesn't display 
much creativity. 

"No Exit" begins with the No 
Doubt-esque "Screaming Skin." 
The song's ska style, guitar riffs 
and keyboards can be heard on 
every other ska album that has ever 
been made. On this particular track, 
lead singer Deborah Harry's voice 
is absolutely annoying, and she 
proves once again that to be a 
famous musician in the '80s you 
did not have to possess any vocal 
abilities. 

The track "Maria" hearkens back 
to the early '80s cheese pop sound 
of the band. The song is halfway 
decent and has a Bangles meets 
the-Go Go's quality. The song's 
lyrics are nothing special, but what 
do you expect from a band that was 
popular in the '80s? 

The  record  has  several  guest 

musicians, but none are as notable 
as rapper Coolio. On the album's 
title track, Coolio lends his vocal 
talent, but even he can't save this 
rap-meets-heavy metal song. The 
track opens with an organ inlro. 
then the heavy metal-style guitars 
kick in and Harry makes an attempt 
at rapping. When Harry sings, her 
voice gets annoying. But when she 
tries to rap, it just gets worse. 

The band even takes a stab at 
country with the song "The 
Dream's Lost On Me." The song's 
slow shuffle-like rhythm seems to 
drag on and on as the song goes 
pathetically nowhere. In her best 
southern accent, Harry sings the 
utterly stupid lyrics, "I come out 
shooting when trouble comes 
knockin'/1 greet bad news by send- 

ing it walkin'." 
"No Exit" is without a doubt a 

horrible and unorganized record. 
The album is filled with too many 
cliches from every musical genre. 
After being gone for so long you 
would have expected the band to 
put out an album that is somewhat 
good, but this is definitely not the 
case. 

Every year an artist or group that 
has been out of the music business 
for a long time tries to make some 
kind of comeback, hoping to regain 
the fame once possessed. Often, 
however, these aging rock stars 
never truly get back their past sta- 
tus and then fade away, never to be 
heard of again. Sadly, this looks 
like what is going to happen to 
Blondie. 

MB 
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ane's World War II 

Fighters" (above) lets you fly a variety of 

WWlI-based airplanes which can only add 

to your eye-hand coordination. It is one of 

many such flight simulators that have taken 

a different approach to simply flying 

a plane. "Half-Life" (below) pits you, 

a scientist, against a host of otherworldly 

enemies, such as the goliath in the picture, 

but the most dangerous are human soldiers 

sent in to kill you and the aliens. These 

types of video games mark a resurgence 

in gaming appeal due to games 

becoming more focused on storyline 

and gameplay rather than 

impressive graphics. 

ntertainment comes in many forms. 

Most people on this planet are capable of entertaining 

themselves in one form or another. Children in Third World 

countries play in the streets with homemade toys and the 

cultural elite of New York City go to Broadway shows. 

Entertainment is the one form of pleasure than is not bound 

by laws of physics, nature or even humanity. 

As such, it is a shame that a rapidly growing form of 

entertainment is frowned upon by baby boomers on up. It 

has been my experience that people around 40 or so and 

older refuse to acknowledge video gaming as anything more 

than a brain damaging lime waster. 

In the past decade, we've seen a growth of technology 

strong enough to rival the Renaissance, which lasOted for 

over 100 years. If the Renaissance lasted that long and 

humanity developed so many forms of art, entertainment 

and medicine then, imagine what our society will be like in 

just the next 20 years if our technology keeps improving as 

rapidly as it is. The Internet? Had any of you really used it 

prior to, say, 1993? Since 1994, the Internet has become an 

integral part of our societal structure, and even the common 

person on the street knows that the bigger the computer is, 

the faster it is. 

"Games have always been on the leading edge of hard- 

ware," said Nathan Herron, a 22-year-old computer anima- 

tion major at the Art Institute of Dallas. "Games actually 

push the high-end stuff, 3DFX cards being the best example 

I can think of, with the end result being rapid advancements 

in terms of system hardware and software developments. 

"Video games are pretty much the reason why I can work 

so well with my system. Having to spend an afternoon 

reworking your computer's insides because you need a bet- 

ter graphics card to run a game is more interesting than 

people may think. You actually learn by doing and games 

are why." 
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It may come as a shock to people to learn our recent 

advancements in technology are based on the level of video 

games. Graphics, processor speed, hardware and software 

has all improved in the last few years because video games 

required it to step up to the next level. But that begs the 

question, how can something like a video game possibly 

have a lasting effect on the world? 

"Leisure entertainment is where there will always be a 

business as long as humans are on this planet," said Ron 

Taylor, a junior business major who is also a sales repre- 

sentative for the Babbage's outlet in Hulen Mall. 

Taylor also said that video games are a good business to be 

in because people need a release from the stress of their daily 

grind, and that the cost of a game is almost the same as the 

cost for the whole family going out for a night on the town. 

"People now want games where people don't just shoot." 

Taylor said. "They want more real-life detailed games, 

games that make sense. More interactive games where 

someone has a mission that can be completed in multiple 

ways instead of in a more linear fashion." 

Certain games can have an almost educational effect on 

people. Currently, I'm playing "Gangsters" from Eidos 

Entertainment which is set in the fictional city of New 

Temperance during the Roaring Twenties. You play a gang- 

ster who can extort neighbors for "protection money," set up 

illegal businesses like casinos and whorehouses (a friend set 

one of these up behind a lingerie store) and you can even 

bribe the mayor and the chief of police. 

While rubbing out the competition would not immediate- 

ly stand out to people as informative, I'm actually glad I 

know as much about the era as I do. Surprisingly, it's been 

useful knowing what some gangsters thought, how the orga- 

nizational structure of the Chicago mob was prior to Al 

Capone and how certain "legal" elements would have 

worked in Prohibition. "Gangsters" is so absorbing that I'm 

finding myself reading up on various criminal elements 

because it just interests me. 

"When I look back on my life, the evidence of computer 

gaming's positive influence on my education is undeniable," 

wrote Emit Pagliarulo, Editor in Chief of The Adrenaline 

Vault, an on-line gaming magazine, in an editorial last 

month. "When 1 watch war coverage on CNN. I'll be 

damned if I don't know exactly what the military advisor is 

talking about thanks to my countless hours playing combat 

sims. 

"Sorry, but 'AMRAMM,' 'Chobham Armor,' and 'Nap of 

the Earth flight' aren't terms they teach you in high school." 

Gamers are currently driving the industry, but other types 

of people are catching up. I consider myself to be a casual 

gamer who is all thumbs when it comes to building or hook- 

ing up electronic equipment. But I am continuously helping 

people in the computer labs who are not as familiar with 

computers as I am, and it gives me a nice feeling knowing 

that I was able to help someone out. I would not be able to 

do so if 1 had not been playing video games for close to 15 

years now. 

"I think games are getting a resurgance because of the 

emphasis on story, not just pretty graphics," Herron said. 

"After a while, just looking at pretty pictures gets really 

boring." 

"Half-Life" is being hailed across the Internet as the pre- 

mier game of 1998 because of how intensely absorbing it is. 

The game is closer to living in a movie than anything else 

out there. For only $50 at any software retailer, gamers can 

enter a world as physicist Gordon Freeman at a secret, 

underground research facility run by the government. When 

something goes wrong with a test, aliens start pouring in 

and overrunning the facility. But the real challenge is facing 

off with the government kill squad of psychotic marines 

who have been sent to wipe out everything, aliens and 

friendlies alike. It's not until you're well into the game thai 

you realize "Half-Life" has taught you more than how to 

shoot. 

"Jane's 'World War II Fighters' may offer a bit of histo- 

ry," Pagliarulo said, "but can any knowledge really be 

gained by playing 'Half-Life?' My answer is definitely, yet 

not in the way you may think. 

"Okay, say you buy 'Half-Life' and realize your plain nl" 

Voodoo I card can't handle the heat ... so you run out and 

buy a Voodoo2-based board. You're new to the whole 

upgrade thing, but Gordon Freeman needs your help so you 

decide to install the new accelerator yourself. Well, you 

spend 1 1 hours playing with your PC's guts and installing 

drivers, but you finally get the thing working the way it 

should and are soon on your way to blowing aparl cxtradi- 

mensional aliens." 

People who play video games are usually the first ones 

people call when their computers won't work the way they 

should. If a simple application should fail, we call someone 

who knows something about computers. But why does that 

person know anything at all? Chances are. that person plays 

games on a regular basis. 

Gamers are crossing all barriers, gender included Some 

women play games as much, if not more so, than their male 

counterparts and are just as savvy when it comes to com- 

puter know-how. Video gaming is rocketing up the charts in 

terms of popularity and anyone who thinks they can't learn 

anything from the world of games needs to get into a good 

deathmatch on the Internet. Their chances are strong that 

they wont walk away with the same opinion of games they 

had before. 

Story toy 
Mitch  VounKblood 

Additional reportlnic 
toy JIIMIIII   itoolii- 
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Cliches ruin 4Payback"s clever plot 
By Mitch Youngbkwd 
ENTERTAINMENT EDITOR 

"Payback" is the kind of film that 
comes around more often than I'd 
like: An inventive idea squandered by 
an ego-driven star and a studio anx- 
ious to accommodate him rather than 
pay attention to the quality of the 
film itself. 

Film 
"Payback" 
Paramount Pictures 
Rated R 
Grade: C 

THUG SHOT. Mel Gibson stars as 
$70,000 his partner took from him, in 

SPECIAL TO THE SKIFF 

Porter, a robber chasing the 
Payback." 

Mel Gibson stars as Porter, a ruth- 
less robber whose skull is so thick a 
wrecking ball would crack against it. 
After Porter and his partner Val 
(Gregg Henry) rips off $140,000 
from a Chinese mob, Val steals 
Porter's half to rejoin a crime organi- 
zation called The Syndicate and 
leaves Porter for dead. Porter's deter- 
mination to get back his $70,000 
makes up the rest of the Hick. 

Throw in the requisite number of 
crooks, low Hves and dirty cops and 
you've got yourself one fun-filled 
night at the movies. Especially if you 
paid to see Gibson get two of his toes 
crushed by a hammer. 

But "Payback" isn't that bad a 
flick. 1 like when Gibson plays a 
character who's on the edge like in 
the first "Lethal Weapon" and in the 
"Mad Max" series. In the opening 10 
minutes. Porter's ripped off a guy on 

'Ryan' flawed, but effective 
By Mitch Youngblood 
ENTERTAINMENT EDITOR 

When I first saw "Saving 
Private Ryan" last summer, I was 
blown away until the ending. 
Seeing it again on the big screen, I 
had the same problem with the 
ending but also with a lot of little 
things I didn't notice the first 
time. World War II touched every 
life on earth, for better or worse, 
and some of those lives are very 
close to me. 

•sg Editor's 
Film 
"Saving Private Ryan" 
Dreamworks Pictures 
Rated R 
Grade: 11+ 

Both of my grandfathers were 
overseas during the war. My 
father's father, who passed away 
late last year, helped build rail- 
roads in France and my mother's 
father worked on radios for the Air 
Force. Neither of them actually 
saw   combat,   but   a  next   door 

neighbor was in the first wave of 
Marines that hit the beaches in the 
Pacific against the Japanese. I 
have nothing but respect for the 
man because of the pure hell he 
must have endured. 

The men who first landed on the 
beaches at Normandy also walked 
through the gates of hell. Once 
"Saving Private Ryan" flashes 
back to the invasion, we see Capt. 
John Miller (Tom Hanks) sur- 
rounded by U.S. soldiers on their 
way toward the beach. The closer 
they get, the louder the gunfire 
and explosions. We see soldiers 
throwing up over the sides 
because they're seasick or terri- 
fied or both. Then the boat hits the 
beach, the door drops down and 
the men in the front of the boat are 
immediately mowed down in a 
merciless spray of bullets. 

Miller and his men go over the 
sides and struggle ashore barely 
shooting back because they're just 
trying to stay alive. As Miller 
looks around, he sees horrific 
images of men missing limbs and 
searching in vain for their 
appendages. We see young men — 
kids really — crying out for their 
mothers with their guts spilling 
out in the surf. And for the next 20 
minutes or so, we the audience are 

subjected to the raw fury of war 
itself. I was terrified as I sat in the 
theater (despite being desensitized 
by years of Hollywood action 
movies) and felt insignificant 
because 1 couldn't help those poor 
souls at all. 

After (he invasion is declared a 
"success," Miller and his team are 
told to go behind enemy lines to 
rescue a Private Ryan (Matt 
Damon) who lost all of his broth- 
ers during the invasion. The mili- 
tary wants to pull off a political 
coupe by sending the boy home 
safely to his mother who was noti- 
fied of the deaths all on the same 
day. Miller and his team reluctant- 
ly accept the mission and along 
the way they each learn about 
themselves in a world gone mad 
with war. 

Director Steven Spielberg pulls 
out every trick in the book to 
make the battle sequences engulf 
you in their rage. I think the final 
battle sequence is actually more 
harrowing than the first one 
because it contains so many 
haunting visuals (such as the sol- 
dier being blown apart by a bomb 
or a Nazi stabbing an American 
soldier while whispering to him) 
that I was mesmerized. 

But    in    examining    "Saving 

the street, stolen money and jewelry 
and purchased a gun to kill Val with. 
Things also get meaner once Porter 
brutalizes a drag dealer for selling 
heroin to his wife. 

The thought of Gibson playing a 
two-bit thug is refreshing, in a sense, 
because you get the feeling writer- 
director Brian Helgeland ("L.A. 
Confidential") is going for a film- 
noir atmosphere but only rarely suc- 
ceeds. For the most part, "Payback" 
feels like a first-time effort I'm liking 
less and less the more 1 (hink about. 
It starts well, hangs in there for a 
while, but then goes south when a 
subplot involving (he head villain's 
son is introduced. 

It's this patched-together-at-the- 
last-minute feeling (hat undermines 
an otherwise sharp crime film. 
There's also the extreme violence 
which is used lo good effect in the 
first hall, but seeing Gibson getting 
his toes crushed in the llth hour 
comes across as excessive and 
unnecessary. If Porter was really (hat 
stubborn about getting his money, 
then I could understand why he'd let 
the bad guys hurt him as badly as 
they do. But by that point in 
"Payback." there's no point for him 
not to tell the villain (Kris 
Kristofferson) where his son is. 

Gibson comes off as enjoying his 
had guy character but ahoul hall way 
through he starts to show thai Porter 
has a heart. In the first half he does- 
n't, in the second half he does. It 
doesn't work that well. Kristofferson 
has a blast playing the villain, as does 

James Coburn as the second in com- 
mand. The only true standout in the 
rather large cast is the gorgeous Lucy 
Liu who plays a dominatrix named 
Pearl. She puts Famke Jannsen's 
Xenia Onatopp in "GoldenEye" to 
shame for a sheer love of mayhem. 
Pearl gets off watching Val get beat- 
en by Porter, then joins in pounding 
Val just for the fun of it. 

At times the violence is put to 
good use, as when Porter shoots ii 
oul with the Chinese mobsters he 
robbed at (he beginning. He slarts in 
a laxi nexi !o them, proceeds to shoot 
at them from behind their truck, gets 
run over and still keeps fighting with 
them. If "Payback" had been this 
inventive throughout, (hen 1 would 
have been able lo ignore the continu- 
ous use of noir cliche* and washed 
oul lighting. I don't like the blue look 
the film has, nor do I care for the 
extremes that smother the cleverness. 
This could have been a lol better. 

Supposedly, Gibson and 
Paramount executives were unhappy 
with Helgeland's down ending 
(which had Gibson shol and being 
dragged away by his girlfriend) and 
reedifed and reshot the last fourth of 
the film. It really shows near (he end 
(with the aforementioned kidnapping 
subplot) because if Porter is as heart- 
less as he is in the first half of 
"Payback," why (or even better, how) 
does he suddenly grow a hearl in (he 
last half.' 

Inconsistency is very painful lo 
watch, especially in a cliche-ridden 
drama like this. 

r'             «p 1. 

■t 

WAR TORN. U.S. soldiers led by Tom Hanks (right) try to comfort a lit- 
tle girl as they search for another soldier in "Saving Private Ryan." 

Private Ryan" for a second time, I 
was able to discern one too many 
problems. My primary beef with it 
the first time was that I felt like it 
was spot-the-star because of the 
parade of character actors and 
would-be celebrities (as in Ted 
Danson who appears for a few 
minutes for no good reason). But 
the film feels more like an update 
of "Heart of Darkness" because 
the closer the surviving men get to 
Ryan, the closer they get to the 
darkness of the enemy. And the 
ending is horrible. 

How, you ask? It negates the 
whole film. I'm presuming read- 
ers have seen the film before so 
I'll give away the ending here. 
We're led to believe someone in 
Miller's company is flashing back, 
so when it turns out it was Ryan, 1 
laughed out loud. How could he 
flash back to events he wasn't 
there to see? It's a semantic point, 
but the film is seriously hindered 
by it. But I'd suggest going to see 
it if you haven't already. It's' a 
work of such raw intensity that 
it'll haunt you for weeks. 
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m 'The Truman 
Show': who's 
watching you 
By Justin Roche 
ASSISTANT WEEKEND EDITOR 

Most of us have dealt with paranoia on some level. 
I personally think my roommate is stealing my soeks, 

and I'm pretty sure the TCU grounds keepers are gunning 
for me with those tiny white Daihatsu trucks. However, 
none of my crazy claims stand up to the situation present- 
ed in "The Truman Show." which was just recently 
released on video. 

Video 
"The Truman Show" 
Paramount Pictures 

Rated PG 
Grade: B 

SPECIAL TO THE SKIFF 

DANCIN THE NIGHT AWAY. Jason Schwartzman (left) fights Bill Murray (center) for the hand of Olivia Williams (right) in 
"Rushmore." 

'Rushmore' gets high marks 
By Tom Spann 
SKIFF STAFF 

"Rushmore" may be the movie that 
finally smashes Hollywood's mold of 
overly glamorous super-adventures that 
leaves audiences intoxicated by fantasy. 

Film 
"Rushmore" 
Buena Vista Pictures 

Rated R 
Grade: A 

"Rushmore" centers on Max Fischer 
(Jason Swartzman), a I Oth grader at 
Rushmore Academy, "one of the best 
schools in the country." Max is an over- 
achiever who can't seem to achieve any- 
thing. His life at Rushmore revolves 
around his roles as president of the 
French club, German club, chess club, 
editor of the school newspaper and the 
founding member of more extra-curricu- 
lar activities than most TCU students 
can imagine. Rushmore is his entire life, 
except for one small problem: Max is 
failing every class. 

When Max is placed on "sudden- 
death" academic probation with no hope 
for parole, he realizes that he needs to 
find a better pastime than living at 
Rushmore. Max falls in love with first- 
grade teacher Rosemary Cross (Olivia 
Williams) and decides to make her his 

mission. His infatuation grows to fever 
pitch when he plans to build a $10 mil- 
lion aquarium in her honor. 

To accomplish his task, he enlists the 
help of Rushmore benefactor and steel 
tycoon Herman Blume (Bill Murray), a 
frustrated and humorous man with more 
than his share of problems. Kindred 
spirits. Max and Herman become good 
friends until real-life sets in. 

Max gets expelled after the ground- 
breaking of the new aquarium, which he 
mistakenly began to construct on the 
school's baseball diamond. Things get 
worse as Max is placed in public school 
(the horror), his best friend Dirk (Mason 
Gamble) dumps him, and his bud Blume 
begins a love affair with his very own 
love interest, Rosemary. Max and 
Herman begin a hilarious series of 
revengeful acts that have to be seen to 
appreciate. 

"Rushmore" contains pearls of truth 
and an ending that leaves the audience 
content and well-fed. In a sea of gaudy 
and super-glamorous would-be hits, 
"Rushmore" delivers a good dose of old- 
fashioned reality that reveals just how 
surreal our world really is. 

Bill Murray delivers a smashing per- 
formance with his sly, subtly dark humor 
combined with incredible depth of char- 
acter. Never overdone, Murray's role 
adds true substance to the comic con- 
glomeration that is the cast. "Rushmore" 
undoubtedly deserves a place among his 

very best performances. 
Playing the role of an infatuated teen 

with surprising flexibility and skill, 
Swartzman takes the stage among an 
emerging group of talented young 
actors. Audiences will laugh, chuckle 
and chortle at Max's antics and will cer- 
tainly grow to sympathize with his sad. 
sad plight. By the end of the film. Max 
undergoes great change, reflected accu- 
rately by Swartzman. The actor clearly 
and honestly communicates that life's 
lessons are gained through times of 
darkness and trial. 

The film's supporting cast (Williams, 
Gamble, among others) add additional 
form to the already sound framework of 
"Rushmore." 

Stuck in a situation no teacher ever 
wants to experience, William's character 
must maneuver between Herman Blume. 
potential love, and Max Fischer, poten- 
tial nightmare. Her role as Rosemary 
Cross deserves tact and compassion and 
is played well with genuine feeling. 

As Max Fischer's best friend. Dirk. 
Mason Gamble cashes in a performance 
worthy of praise. Dirk provides adequate 
dramatic substance to this great cast. 

"Rushmore" is a bold and highly orig- 
inal new film that takes Hollywood to 
new heights without the super-cheese 
characteristic of films in the past. For 
those who crave the deeper side of life, 
"Rushmore" delivers substance for those 
willing to fish below the veneer. 

By now. you probably know the hype: Truman Burhank 
(Jim Carrey) is a 30-year-old insurance salesman who dis- 
covers the town he has lived in his entire life — and every- 
thing he has ever known along with it — is a television 
show broadcast to the entire world 24-hours-a-day. seven 
days a week. 

As Truman uncovers the truth, he throws a monkey 
wrench in the works and gives the show its highest ratings 
ever. Truman attempts to escape his media-prison, but is 
obstructed by the show's director/creator/God-like figure, 
Christol'(Ed Harris). 

With a "Free Willy" meets "19X4" type of story line, 
this film not only entertains but makes you ponder a few 
heavy questions as well (WARNING: COLLEGE STU- 
DENTS WHO UTILIZE MOVIES TO ESCAPE FROM 
CRANIAL FUNCTIONS SHOULD AVOID THIS 
FILM). You wouldn't think a movie with Jim Carrey could 
dig semi-deep into your psyche, but this curious storyline 
will grab your imagination and refuse to let go. 

This film can be tiled under "Movies That Make You 
Wonder" because the whole time you'll sit there and ask 
yourself "What if this actually happened? What if it's hap- 
pening to me.'!" If you've been meaning to rearrange your 
dorm room, watching "The Truman Show" could be a 
gixxl catalyst, because you'll turn your furniture up-side 
down searching for hidden cameras (at least I did. That's 
normal, isn't it?). 

While the concept is refreshing and enough to engage 
your mind, the actual plot and acting leave much to he 
desired. Carrey is fantastic when he's /.any and unre- 
strained, but here he seems like he was double-dog dared 
to try to be serious. I think it's safe to say he lost die bet. 

The story had so much potential too. but the end result 
is as under-cooked as one of the Main's hamburgers. 
When you hear the concept behind this film, it sounds like 
a fresh look at how entertainment and the media have 
taken over our lives. But by the end you're left feeling a bit 
unfulfilled and wondering why they wasted so many gixxi 
creative opportunities. 

Harris is appropriately obsessed as Christol. a man who 
genuinely cares for Truman's well-being but refuses to let 
go of his vision. Harris also delivers one of last year's most 
memorable lines with. "Cue the sun." 1 want that sound 
file on my computer as soon as possible. 

The true howlers come from the relentless parodies of 
crass commercialism. Everything in Truman's world is for 
sale and the actors that make up Truman's town are con- 
stantly promoting everything in sight, from the clothes to 
the washer-dryers to authentic coffee grown in the 
Brazilian jungles. What makes it even more funny is how 
the actors work the endorsements into the most awkward 
of situations. 

Since it's on video now, "The Truman Show" is a pret- 
ty safe bet for a good night's entertainment. Just don't 
expect too much, and let your imagination go where the 
film failed to explore. After all, it's better than your every- 
day life, or at least the parts we've been watching. 
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Calendar <&:    Events 
Friday. Feb. 5 
Contemporary Dance Forl Worth: Sean 

Curran, 8 p.m. 
Main Street Theatre: "Kiss Me Kate." 8 p.m. 
Pocket Sandwich Theatre: 'The Murders in 

the Rue Morgue," 8 p.m. 
Stage West: "Medea," 8 p.m. 
Fort Worth Symphony Orchestra: Superstar 

Pops Series, 8 p.m. 
J&J Blues Bar: Long John Hunter, 10 p.m. 

Casa On the Square: "Women Fall Asleep on 
the Job," 7:30 p.m. 

Saturday, Feb. 6 
Main Street Theatre: "Kiss Me Kate," 8 p.m. 
Stage West: "Medea," 3 & 8 p.m. 
Fort Worth Symphony Orchestra: Superstar 

Pops Series, 8 p.m. 
Pocket Sandwich Theatre: 'The Murders in 

the Rue Morgue," 8 p.m. 

Casa On the Square: "Women Fall Asleep on 
the Job." 2:30 & 10:30 p.m. 

Sunday, Feb. 7 
Fort Worth Symphony Orchestra: Superstar 

Pops Series, 2 p.m. 

Monday, Feb. 8 
TCU Symphony: Ed Landreth Auditorium, 

7:30 p.m. 

Re-enactment of "Old West" Gunfight: White 
Elephant Saloon, 7:30 p.m. 

Thursday, Feb. 11 
Pocket Sandwich Theatre: "The Murders in the 

Rue Morgue," 8 p.m. 
Guitarist Roland Dyens: Walsh PespiCo. Hall, 

8 p.m. 
"Yankee Doodle Dandy:" free showing in 

Moudy 164S, 7 p.m. 

Get the word out. 
Advertise. 

Our ads get results. To get a piece of the 
action call Skiff Advertising at 257.7426. 

^IUHJ,- 
(817)570-2970 (817)570-2950 

Moral Shop 
your -friendly 
.Neighborhood 

■hill -Senice Jlorisi 
IT I) Win St n to 

SlOOSJiukn 
■Ion Worth, IX. 

76109 

CQokfor V (dentine's specials in next week's paper. 
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CYPRESS CAFE 
'$;itiiliaij u f mil (Mil;'>«' f ••'" 

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK       4750 Bryant Irving, 
Sun-Thurs: 11:00 am - 9:30 pm Suite #822 
Fri-Sat: 11:00 am - 10:00 pm      Fort Worth, TX 76132 

** 817-370-9888 *~ 

Fax: 817-314-8333 
H     , 

With any purchase of burgers or Sandwiches. 
Limit one coupon per person. Expires 4-30-99 

I...--...--.........-..-.....-. ........ ........J 

Fifth Annual TCU 
Leadership Institute 

Friday and Saturday 
February 12-13,1999, 
Texas Christian 
University 

The deadline for registration is 
Monday, February 8 
Space is limited, so register as soon as possible! 
Cost is $20, cash, check or charge to meal card. 

Register at the Student Development Services office 
in room 139 of the Student Center. 


