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I Tech center plans almost done 
College 
Almost three out of 10 
students binge drink 

AUSTIN — Nearly three 
out of 10 Texas college stu- 
dents are binge drinkers, with 
the rate as high as 44 percent 
for students in fraternities 
and sororities, according to 
study results released 
Thursday by the Texas 
Commission on Alcohol and 
Drug Abuse. 

"Binge drinking is a seri- 
ous problem among college 
students," said Jane Maxwell, 
the commission's chief 
researcher. 

"Our study found that stu-, 
dents actually overestimate 
the amount of heavy drinking 
on campus. As a result, they 
think they need to drink more 
to keep up with their peers," 
Maxwell said. 

The commission surveyed 
2,420 students from 10 of the 
state's largest public and pri- 
vate universities in 1997. The 
survey does not break down 
drinking statistics by school. 

Binge drinking is defined 
as consuming five or more 
alcoholic drinks for men and 
four drinks for women on at 
least two occasions within 
the past month. 

That amount of alcohol 
won't seem like much to 
some, but it shows that stu- 
dents are drinking for the 
purpose of getting drunk, 
Maxwell said. 

"You're not having five 
beers and then going to do 
your homework," Maxwell 
said. 

The report also said that 
75 percent of the students 
surveyed support stricter 
enforcement of university 
rules about substance abuse 
and alcohol-free dormito- 
ries. 

— Associated Press 

Princeton grades high- 
er than 24 years ago 

PRINCETON, N.J. (U- 
WIRE) — A detailed report 
released yesterday by a faculty 
committee studying grade 
inflation shows that students 
across the board now receive 
far better grades than they did 
24 years ago. 

The report goes on to rec- 
ommend that academic 
departments begin work 
immediately to combat the 
trend. The report, issued by 
the Faculty Committee on 
Examinations and Standing, 
found that the most salient dif- 
ference between grades in 
1974 and grades in 1997 is a 
movement toward higher 
grades that has steadily pro- 
gressed in all departments and 
is growing still. 

According to the commit- 
tee, such trends lead to a laun- 
dry list of problems. 

"The faculty owes students 
a more finely tuned assess- 
ment of their performance, 
along with clearer signals 
about what grades mean," the 
report reads. 

The authors of the report 
were careful to note, however, 
that the grades Princeton pro- 
fessors assign are very much 
in line with those given at a 
selection of "peer institutions" 
such as Harvard, Stanford and 
Yale. 

In an attempt to roll back 
die trends of the past few 
decades, the report recom- 
mends that each academic 
department meet within the 
next few weeks to discuss 
strategies for refining their 
grading standards. 

— Daily Princetonian 
Princeton University 

By Mel Korte 
STAFF REPORTER 

A new technology center is com- 
ing, but it may be March before 
designs are finished and at least two 
years before construction begins. 

The facility will be built on the 
land currently occupied by the trailers 
that house the Institute for Behavioral 
Research, the department of sociolo- 
gy and criminal justice, the depart- 
ment   of   social   work   and   the 

Counseling Center. 
Michael A. Katovich, an associate 

professor of sociology and criminal 
justice, said the departments are 
unaware of where they will be moved 
on campus. 

"Until further decisions are made, 
we will stay where we are," he said. 

Chancellor Michael Ferrari said 
the architectural firm of Ellerbe 
Becket has been selected to design 
the building. 

Dick Rinewalt, chairman of the 
computer science department, said 
the chairmen of the computer science, 
math and engineering departments 
have worked with the architects on 
the building's design. 

"We started with general plans 
and grew into more detail," he said. 
"The final design should be ready 
in March." 

Ferrari said the building will be 
designed to accommodate chang- 

ing technologies. 
"Everything from classrooms, 

offices and equipment will be 
designed with flexibility in mind," 
he said. 

The new technology center will 
also support advanced classroom 
teaching, Rinewalt said. 

"Currently, the classrooms we 
use are meager," he said. "With the 
more high-tech classrooms, we can 
provide useful demonstrations for 

the students." 
Rinewalt said the new center will 

be a boost to the computer science 
department in terms of interaction 
and accessibility to students. 

"This new building will benefit 
both students and faculty," he said. 
"Currently, the computer science labs 
are disconnected, small and far away 
from the faculty." 

The three departments thai will be 
Please see CENTER, Page 6 

SKIFF STAFF 

Camp representatives seek out prospective couselors in the Student Center Lounge Thursday. Camps offer a unique 
experience for college students looking for outdoor summer employment. 

Diversify 
Berry approaches 
topic with humor 
By Karen Kassebeer 
STAFF REPORTER 

Amid the formation of Chancellor Michael Ferrari's 
Diversity Council, several campus groups will contribute 
to TCU's celebration of Black Hislory Monlh. 

Darron Turner, director of Minority Affairs, said guest 
speaker Bertice Berry will highlight the evenis planned 
on campus this month's celebration. 

La Nishia Cooke. chairwoman of the Programming 
Council 
Multicultural 
Committee, said 
Berry was cho- 
sen because she 

uses humorous insight when speaking on uncomfortable 
topics. 

Berry will speak about diversity at 7:30 p.m. Feb. 25 
in (he Studenl Center Ballroom, Cooke said. 

Berry is an award-winning lecturer, stand-up comedi- 
enne, doctor of sociology and currently hosts "USA 
Live," which is the USA Network's live interactive talk 
show. 

Berry is noted for her ability to defy stereotypes and 
generalizations in her lectures through the use of humor. 
Cooke said. 

In addition to Berry's lecture, a high school minority 
student conference will he held Feb. 19 and 20. and the 
Pan-Hellenic Council, the governing council of black 
sororities, will perform a step show on Feb. 24. Turner 
said. 

He said events during the month will give everyone 
the chance to learn and appreciate one another's differ- 

Please see DIVERSITY, Page 7 
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Alumna returns to serve 
By Jared Hooker 
STAFF REPORTER 

Candy McMichen has been 
employed at TCU for a month, but 
her legacy may precede her by far. 
She graduated from TCU almost 
25 years ago and is now back as 
the administrative assistant in the 
International Student Affairs and 
Sorority and Fraternity Affairs 
Office. 

Many people at TCU may not 
know McMichen, who was born 
and raised 50 miles north of New 
York City at West Point. 

Her parents were Quakers, 
which gave her a strong religious 
background. Her father and moth- 
er were also both politically active 
in the New York State Assembly, 
which she said helped improve 
her communication skills. 

McMichen was the youngest of 
seven children. When she graduat- 
ed from high school in 1970, she 
decided to attend TCU, which was 
at that time only $50 per credit 
hour. 

McMichen said she loved TCU 
as a student. 

"TCU was a good time in my 
life," she said. "I wouldn't have 
traded it for anything." 

While at TCU, McMichen said 
she made many friends and partic- 
ipated in many activities. She was 
editor of both the Skiff and 
Horned Frog yearbook. She was 
also involved in the House of 
Student Representatives, Sigma 
Delta Chi and the Student 
Programming Board. 

She said she also played basket- 

Please see ALUMNA, Page 6 
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Candy McMichen, an administrative assistant in the International 
Student Affairs and Sorority and Fraternity Affairs offices, has 
returned to her alma mater almost 25 years after her graduation. 

Love and charity mix as 
auction earns big bucks 
By Katy Garcia 
3KIFF STAFF 

The Colby Hall women spared no expense 
for the opportunity to spend a romantic evening 
with a Milton Daniel Hall man and at the same 
time raised $2,400 for the Women's Haven of 
Tarrant County Inc. during the third annual date 
auction held in the Colby lobby Wednesday 
night. 

The money from the auction will be donated 
to the Women's Haven children's program and 
will help fund a playground. 

The playground will be used for play thera- 
py, which will help children deal with emotion- 
al struggles, said Maggie Pfeifle, development 
director of the Women's Haven. 

The program provides emotional support, 
care and safety to help children get through an 
emotional crisis. The Women's Haven also pro- 
vides housing, food and counseling for women. 
Last year, the Women's Haven serviced 1,780 
people and 1,036 of them were children, Pfeile 
said. 

Kara Steffen, Colby Hall director, along with 
Kathy Kruse, Milton Daniel Hall director, 
helped the resident assistants who organized the 
date auction. 

"It's a way to tap into the interest of the 
young audience that we have in both of our 
halls (Colby and Milton Daniel)," Steffen said. 
"They are highly motivated to donate their 

money to a cause when it involves relation- 
ships." 

Milton Daniel resident assistants Carlo 
Capua and Matthew Lantz were the auctioneers 
for die evening and helped to encourage the 
women to empty their pockets for the worthy 
cause. 

Some Colby residents were apprehensive 
about paying for a date before the auction 
began. 

Once the auction began, the demeanor of the 
women quickly changed. As the men were auc- 
tioned off, the lounge was filled with screaming 
women all fighting to pay for a single evening 
with the prospective dates. 

Kruse said any amount raised would be great 
but she hoped to raise more money than in past 
years. 

"If we make $100 then I think that would be 
great, but the goal is to go up and over $2,000," 
Kruse said. "Last year's amount was $2,000 
and the year before that was $900." 

A total of 20 dates were bid on, ranging from 
a romantic picnic and a visit to the Fort Worth 
Zoo to a Shawn Mullins concert in Dallas. One 
of the most creative dates was bungee jumping 
followed by dinner at Outback Steakhouse. 

Jaime Walker, a freshman journalism and 
political science double major, bid $150, the 

Please SM AUCTION, Page 6 
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This is the fourth story in a 
series illustrating the history of 
life at TCU. 

By Lindy HalKord 
STAFF REPORTER 

On Jan. 21, 1925, the TCU 
campus was bustling with activi- 
ty and enthusiasm. 

The Skiff sponsored the first 
Crossword Puzzle Contest, 
which may not sound interesting 
to students today but seemed to 
be a fun-filled event back then. 

The 1925 volume of The 
Horned Frog, TCU's yearbook, 
captured the sentiment of the 
contest: "Excitement ran rife for 

a few days, 
when every- 
body was 
begging 
everybody 
else to give 

J them a three- 
letter word meaning nothing, etc. 
It is to be regretted that the con- 
test did not become a weekly 
affair." 

TCU was a campus that grew 
and nourished as it entered the 
1920s. The victory in World War 
I ushered in the merriment thai 
helped characterize the decade as 
the Roaring 20s. Both the nation 
and the university enjoyed great 
fina icial prosperity 

In 1923, fin oil men! topped 
1,000 students for the first time. 
These students were from nine 
states and 150 different high 
schools. The 50-member faculty 
had grown by more than 100 per- 
cent from the year before. 

The 50-acre campus offered 
training in music, public speak- 
ing, art and science. Or, if they 
wished, students could learn 
homemaking or teaching. 

Students could study in a 
library located on the second 
floor of the administration build- 
ing. According to Joan Hewatt 
Swaim's "Walking TCU: A 
Historic Perspective," there was 
a reading room 24 by 36 feet. 

Please Me DECADES, Page 7 
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New: 
ROUNDUP 

Announcements of campus events, public meetings and other general 
campus information should be brought to the TCU Daily Skiff office 
at Motidy Building South, Room 291, mailed to TCU Box 298050 or 
e-mailed to skijflelters@tcu.edu. Deadline for receiving announce- 
ments is 2 p.m. the day before they are to run. The Skiff reserves the 
light to edit submissions for style, taste and space available. 

A self-defense class will be offered in the Rickel Building from 2 
p.m. to 5 p.m. Feb. 21. For more information, call Linda at (214) 943- 
7530. 

Applications for TCU London Centre for the Fall 1999 are due 
March 15 in the International Education office in the Rickel Building, 
Room 105. 

A silent auction, sponsored by Design Focus, will be held in the 
Student Center from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. today. Proceeds will be used to 
assist with competition fees and conferences. 

Need a summer job? Summer Camp Day will be held from 10 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. today in the Student Center Lounge. Twenly-nine camps and 
organizations from Texas and surrounding states will be interviewing 
TCU students for summer jobs. For more information, contact Career 
Services at 257-7860. 

The International Student Association will be helping the victims 
of the earthquake in Colombia by collecting monetary and other dona- 
tions. Members will be at a table in the Student Center from 9 a.m. to 
5 p.m. today to receive all donations. 

TCU students are invited to enter their work in the 1999 Creative 
Writing Contests. Nearly $3,000 will be awarded to students for essays, 
fiction and poetry. Rules and entry forms are available in the English 
Department office in Reed Hall, Room 314. or in the Writing Center in 
the Rickel Building. Room 100. Deadline for entries is Feb. 19. 

A minority pre-law student symposium will be held from noon to 
4 p.m. Feb. 26 at Southern Methodist University's Hughes-Trigg 
Student Center. Featured panels and discussion topics will include: 
law school admission and financial aid, mock law school class and "A 
Day in the Life of a Law Student." The event, sponsored by the Texas 
Young Lawyers Association and all nine Texas law schools, is free and 
open to (he public. 

^—*-< .  /Y* Subscription*: < nil ST-TOOD, L-stensitin r074  Rales are 
t I   r   a I I JIO per i.w.t. 
^"%arV    111 Mrtlng ■<!*»•»: Box :w<lttj. hirt Worth. Ie*as7til2v 
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World 
Female lawmakers protest Italian 
high eourt's ruling on jeans 

ROME — Women lawmakers wore jeans to 
parliament today to protest a ruling by Italy's 
highest appeals court that it is impossible to rape 
a woman wearing jeans. 

"Jeans: An alibi for rape," read the sign held up 
by five deputies. 

The court overturned Wednesday a rape con- 
viction against Carmine Cristiano, a driving 
instructor sentenced in 1996 to two years and 
eight months in prison lor the rape of his 18-year- 
old student, 

Cristiano argued that the student consented to 
sex. 

The court accepted his argument, saying it is 
impossible lo take off someone's jeans "without 
the collaboration of the person wearing them" 
and that the girl must have cooperated. 

"This ruling is shameful. It offends the dignity 
of women," said Alessandra Mussolini, a deputy 
of the rightist National Alliance. "Women are 
already scared of reporting rapes, this just makes 
it worse." 

Police suspect doomsday cult 
members hiding near Athens 

RAFINA, Greece — Greek security officials 
are investigating reports that members of an 
American doomsday cult are living near a seaside 
town, police sources said Thursday. 

The investigation into the Concerned 
Christians is centered around Rafina, about 15 
miles west of Athens. Greek media reported that 
followers may have rented an apartment and vil- 
las in the nearby hillside community of Neo 
Voutza. 

Authorities have ordered surveillance of the 
(wo sites and have worked with immigration offi- 
cials to try to determine if members of the 
Denver-based group could be in Greece, said the 
sources, who spoke on condition of anonymity. 

Attempts by The Associated Press to reach 
anyone residing at the addresses were unsuccess- 
ful. 

Israel last month deported 14 members of the 
cult for allegedly plotting attacks at holy sites in 
Jerusalem in an attempt to hasten the return of 
Christ. At the time, some members said other fol- 
lowers were living in Greece. 

Mark Roggeman, a Denver police officer who 
tracks cults in his spare time, said last week as 
many as 20 Concerned Christians were in Greece. 

U.S. Embassy officials in Athens could not 
confirm the presence of the cult members in 
Greece. 

Nation 
Study finds children's car seats 
unsafe, parents' use incorrect 

WASHINGTON — One of the most compre- 
hensive studies to date on child car seats finds as 
many as 85 percent of parents install and use the 
seats incorrectly. 

The National Safe Kids Campaign study was 
based on an analysis of more than 17,500 
installed child seats over the past 17 months. The 
85 percent figure tops the Transportation 
Department estimate last year of 80 percent. 

The group found that the majority of parents or 
caregivers made two or more mistakes in 
installing and using the seats, leaving children 
dangerously loose in their restraints in the event 
of a crash. 

The campaign said 63 percent of the time, the 
car seat was not secured tightly enough by the 
seat belt. A parent should not be able to move the 
seat more than I inch from side to side after it is 
installed. If a car seat is loose enough, a child can 
hit his or her head as the car seat bounces around 
in a crash. 

Farmers going to the hogs, 
hope for aid from government 

WASHINGTON — Despite a $50 million aid 
package last month, hundreds of pork producers 
are in danger of going out of business, industry 
leaders say. 

They're hoping Ihe government will ante up 
close to $500 million in additional cash. 

"There arc thousands of professional, efficient, 
conscientious pork producers who are teetering 
on the edge of bankruptcy through no fault of 
their own," Craig Jarolimek, vice president of the 
National Pork Producers Council, told the House 
Agriculture Committee on Wednesday. "Their 
lives remain in jeopardy." 

The government announced last month's multi- 
million dollar package in hopes of giving a boost 
to pork farmers, who have watched their prices 
drop to record lows in recent months. Hog farm- 
ers got as low as $8-$ 10 per hundredweight in 
December, compared to around $45 a year ago. 
That means a hog that used to bring in about $ 120 
was worth just over $20. 

The $50 million aid package was aimed at 
smaller producers, paying them $5 per hog on up 
to 500 animals taken to market. 

Wednesday's proposal would give pork farm- 
ers direct payments of $50,000 and is aimed at 
helping larger producers left out of the first deal. 

"The more hogs you marketed, the more hogs 
you lost," said Steven Cohen, an NPPC 
spokesman. 

No exact formula for the payment proposal has 
been developed, officials said. 

Agriculture Secretary Dan Glickman, speaking 
later before a House Appropriations subcommittee, 
said if Congress passed additional assistance for 
pork farmers, "I'm sure we would support that." 

State 
Porn flick interrupts* "The 
Simpsons," stations to investigate 

LONGVIEW, Texas — Homer Simpson was- 
n't the only one exclaiming "Doh!" after a snip- 
pet of a pornographic movie aired across East 
Texas during a broadcast of "The Simpsons." 

During a Wednesday night repeat episode of 
the show, about four x-rated seconds reached the 
homes of thousand of viewers who were watching 
Longview station KFXK and Lufkin station 
KFXL between 6 p.m. and 6:30 p.m. 

Quick reactions from station employees ended 
the peep show, said Mark McKay, general man- 
ager for both stations. 

"The operator that was on board, after he got 
over the shock, reacted as quickly as I could ask 
anyone to do," McKay said. 

After switching to a station promotional clip, 
the tape operator fast-forwarded past the 20-sec- 
ond scene, and resumed broadcasting "The 
Simpsons," McKay said. 

Minutes later, the station scrolled a written 
message across the bottom of the screen, apolo- 
gizing and promising an investigation. 

The operator who was responsible for viewing 
the tape to ensure it was of on-air quality was 
fired 40 minutes after the broadcast and the sta- 
tion was investigating, he said. 

Two suppliers make the tapes and send them to 
the station, which copies them and returns the 
original, he said. 

The scenes could have been on the original and 
copied onto the station's tape, or they could have 
been introduced from a different source during 
the dubbing, McKay said. 

Trial of Texas teen accused of 
killing man to begin in New Mexico 

PORTALES, N.M. — The murder trial of a 
Farwell, Texas, teenager accused of killing an 
elderly New Mexico man during a holdup in 1997 
will be held in Portales, N.M. 

State District Judge David W. Bonem moved 
the trial of Michael Treadway from Curry County, 
N.M., to Roosevelt County. 

The 19-year-old Treadway is scheduled to go 
on trial April 6 on charges of first-degree murder, 
armed robbery and conspiracy to commit armed 
robbery. 

Two other Texas teenagers, Ronald Armstrong, 
19, of Muleshoe, and Billy J. Galvan, 18, of 
Farwell, pleaded guilty last year to accessory-to- 
robbery charges in connection with the shooting 
death of Everett Clint "Red" Prather. 

Prather was shot three times on Dec. 11, 1997, 
at a New Mexico-Texas border marketplace in 
Texico. 

These stories are from the Associated Press. 
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EARN $100 IN ONE DAY 
...by assisting first year medical students in their learning process. 

UNT Health Science Center needs healthy, proportionate females 

to serve as simulated patients for medical student 

training on March 5, 1999. 

FREE PHYSICAL AND PAP SMEAR PROVIDED 
PRIOR TO TRAINING DATES. 

Call Donna Spencer at 
(817)735-5043 for information. 
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EMPLOYMENT 
CRUISE SHIP 
EMPLOYMENT- 
Workers earn up to 
$2,000+/month (w/tips 
& benefits). World 
Travel! Land-Tour jobs 
up to $5,000-$7,000/ 
summer. (517) 336-   - 
4235 Ext. C58352 
WWW.COLLEGESTU- 
DENT.COM 
IS LOOKING FOR 
PART-TIME STUDENT 

SALES EXECUTIVES. 
EARN STRONG 
COMMISSION AND 
INCENTIVE BASED 
PAY WHILE SETTING 
OWN HOURS. CON- 
TACT MS. BAYER 
(888)915-6200 
Telemarketing pros 
needed. $10.00+to 
start. Experience and 
great attitude are 
required. Work 
M-F 4:30-8:30 p.m. 
Sat 9-1 
(817)572-8714 

Part-time phone 
positions for car insur- 
ance prospects. 
Should make $9.00+ 
per hour 5:30-8:30 
evenings. 923-1213 
Work at home is 
possible.  
Want to know how to 
make 1-3K/month 
legally? PT/FT 
446-3773 

duplex for rent; 
Appliances, fireplace 
$390 plus deposit. 
731-6898   

FOR RENT 
Arlington Heights 

THE DAILY SKIFF 
IS THE PLACE 

TO ADVERTISE! 
PLACE AN AD FOR 
EMPLOYMENT OR 
BUY AND SELL IT 

RIGHT HEREI 
CALL US AT 

257-7426 OR FAX 
257-7133 TODAY 

FOR MORE 
INFORMATION! 
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editorial 

WAFFLE PLOT 
Cool shapes distract students 

A dollar just doesn't seem to go as far as it used to, 
and neither does waffle batter apparently. A gradual 
decrease in The Main's waffle production capability 
has left avid waffle consumers both penniless and hun- 

gry- 
If you haven't noticed by now, the size of the waffle 

irons in our public eatery have slowly been downsized. 
They've gone from the plentiful pastry proportions to 
smaller heart-shaped sections, and now the newest 
skillet shape sensation features the suits of playing 
cards. 

Now, novelty is all fine and good, but these flashy 
new designs distract us from the larger economic crisis 
at hand. The rising levels in quality may have reduced 
the quantity you receive, but your meal card is still 
swiped for the same price that was around before "The 
Great Change." 

This paradigm shift in waffle-output may seem like 
the smallest of the world's problems, but it's the prin- 
ciple at stake that deserves our attention. We TCU stu- 
dents are sitting with empty wallets to go with our 
empty stomachs and are expected to simply sit idly by 
and continue to spend more while we get less. 

Should we let The Main take away our liberties one 
by one, starting with the first and most important meal 
of the day? If we let this slip, soon chicken fingers will 
cost the same as dorm fees and a cyberwrap will be 
able to cover your tuition. 

As Americans, we want the best of both worlds, and 
in some cases we actually deserve it. We need both 
quantity and quality, no matter if we're dealing with 
Medi-care or Monster Spuds. So speak out, and don't 
let the waffle problem affect your wallet status. Let's 
stop the bleeding while we still can. 

Kditorial policy: The content of the Opinion page does not necessarily represent the 
views of Texas Christian University. Unsigned editorials represent the view of the 
TCU Daily Skiff editorial board. Signed letters, columns and cartoons represent the 
opinion of the writers and do not necessarily reflect the opinion of the editorial board. 

Letters to the editor: The Skiff welcomes letters to the editor for publication. Letters 
must be typed, double-spaced, signed and limited to 250 words. To submit a letter, bring 
it to the Skiff. Moudy 291S. mail it to TCU Box 29805(1, fax it to 257-71.13 or e-mail it to 
skifflettersCnMcu.edu. They must include the author's classification, major and phone num- 
ber. The Skiff reserves the right to edit or reject letters for style, taste and size restrictions. 
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Fight against stereotypes 
■"""\ ussia. The name says a lot. 
Ifj Most of us grew up in the 
A Vjpost-Cold War era. bombard- 
ed with ideas that the former U.S.S.R. 
was a backwoods place where Soviet 
socialists conspired against America. 
Hollywood movies portrayed 
Russians as reactionary communists 
who killed for    -^.^-j^-^---^— 
sport.    These     ,:,.„,,„„  
ideas that are 
ingrained into 
little kids' 
minds are 
often hard to 
change. 

In high 
schtx)l. I took a 
class        that ,li kl \1\ 
explored    the HoHhSTRA 
most efficient      
way to do research on the Internet. 
During this class, one of our commu- 
niques included a Russian English 
class whose teacher wanted her stu- 
dents to be exposed directly to our 
culture and dialect. They were e-mail 
pen-pals who wrote us bimonthly and 
explained what was going on in their 
life, to which we responded with tan- 
talizing aspects of our own. 

At first, 1 couldn't come up with a 
lot to ask about my e-mail pal's life. 1 
knew Russia was generally a cold 

place and they had nuclear missiles, 
but of the culture I knew little. 

"So how's Yeltsin?" I asked. 
"OK, I guess." came his noncom- 

mittal answer. "How's Clinton'.'" 
"Umm ... well, he's Clinton." I 

answered. 
This exchange lead me to realize 

that what we see on the news and 
ideas from the past aren't ihe only 
way to look at Russians. Little was 
said about their daily lives or what 
was most important to the people who 
lived under the government that we 
were fighting. 

In the past month, I have seen two 
primitive news magazine stories 
about Russia: one about our conster- 
nation with Russia selling its nuclear 
missiles and technology, the other 
about an orphanage where dejected 
children are sent. Both rehashed old 
political stereotypes against Russia. 
Positive images of Russia are only 
evoked in the two-second flash of the 
grandiose towers in Moscow or the 
peaceful, snow-blanketed countryside 
at a moment when the wind decided 
to settle down. The stories tried to be 
fair, but there was little doubt to the 
end result: Russia is still a wasteland. 
and it showed. 

From my experience, though, 
Russia is anything but a dead country. 

It can be easily seen that Russia today 
mimics our early 80s culture and 
they're catching up fast. Techno clubs 
are everywhere.'Concerts and musi- 
cians play rowdy music and teenagers 
are more concerned about where their 
next set of bass strings will come 
from more than their next jobs. The 
few with Internet access have to pay 
for every kilobyte of information they 
download or e-mail. Russians gener- 
ally have to carry their own toilet 
paper for when they use public 
restrooms. But they have their own 
version of the Jerry Springer show. 

Though the similarities exist. a.s 
Americans it is hard for us to imagine 
our lives without simple conve- 
niences or cultural mandates. I'm the 
same way. I've had my cell phone for 
less than a year and I couldn't imag- 
ine my life without it now. 

But as Americans, we are also seen 
with many stereotypes. We are seen 
as imperialistic, intrusive and selfish 
bullies who trample over local cus- 
toms, legislature and religions in the 
name of social reform. 

'I"he focus has been on Russia, bin 
unfortunately our cultural outlook 
doesn't extend much to any country. 
Culturally, we know the most about 
the U.K. because we speak the same 
language. Russia is a prime example. 

though, of how prejudice] based on 
social oriler arc prevalent Caucasian 
is the majority race; ihev come from a 
Jewish background anil the) tire lech 
nologicall) and industrially up to par 
with us. So why do we still shun 
them, at least in part ' 

Blame can be placed on main 
things, hul icalK it points to human 
nature. We fear what we don't under- 
stand or what's unusual to us. We've 
known thai for years. We have groups 
in our own country that pull together 
because ihcy feel isolated from 
American culture and we still don't 
touch them though the) are here in 
the same country. You could place the 
blame on racism, too. bill the reason I 
don'i interact with other "groups'' of 
people is because I don't understand 
how to operate in their subculture. I 
don'l think they're bad. I don't lliink 
my mom or my town raised me lo 
shun groups of people Types of |x'o- 
plc vea, bin groups, no. 

Our duly. then, is to light our 
human nature and make the first 
move. Go online and meet someone 
m Georgia. I mean Georgia, Europe 
tthe countiy I. not the state. 

JvtTim Hoekstna ts ti tophonott 
computer science major 1mm 
Burteson. 

Greenspan: Secret Agent 008? 
Today's society looks for heroes in a world of high expectations 

letters to  the editor 

Commentary 

MATT 
SlIOlMAMK 

This week I had the misfortune to see part 
of "The 60s," NBC's mini-series about 
that infamous decade. I'm sure someone 

in the television series titling department got a 
big raise for that brilliant brainstorm. 

Overall it was cliched, trite and generally 
failed to hold my interest 

for any prolonged period of «aa»aaBBB»»a»aa«»»ai 
time. As I watched it, I 
began thinking that maybe 
the reason 1 didn't enjoy it 
was that I didn't feel any 
connection at all to the 
characters. 

As a 20-something in the 
late 1990s, none of their 
ethical dilemmas really 
connects with my daily 
life. If Clinton was assassi- 
nated, how much would 
that affect people? Given 
the apathy toward the whole historic impeach- 
ment trial, it doesn't seem like people would 
care too much. 

There hasn't even really been a major war in 
the decade. Just the easy win in the Gulf and 
occasional cruise missile strikes, but that isn't 
any kind of military conflict to catch the pub- 
lic's interest. 

So whatever happened to the big issues? 
Where are today's heroes? 

Coincidentally, on the cover of this week's 
Time magazine are what they have dubbed, 
"The Committee to Save the World." 

At last there's a group of noble champions 
the nation can rally around. People we can look 
to and say, "Thank you. Without your brave 
leadership the world would be in shambles." 

The "committee" members are the thrilling 
trio of Robert Rubin, the secretary of the trea- 
sury; Larry Summers, the deputy secretary of 

the treasury; and the top dog of the Federal 
Reserve Board, Chairman Alan Greenspan. 

They "saved the world" by bringing new eco- 
nomic thinking to the American economy and 
by calming investors in the face of collapsing 
markets abroad, preventing a total global eco- 
nomic meltdown. 

Yippee! Economists and marketers! 
Where can I get my wall poster of the griz- 

zled face of Greenspan looking defiantly at the 
scourges of stability that are Russian economic 
collapse and the devaluation of Brazilian cur- 
rency? 

How soon will Robert Rubin action figures 
hit the shelves? When will the $200 million, 
action, thrill-ride movie starring Larry 
Summers be released? I'm sure it will be up 
against the new "Star Wars" prequel because — 
Obi Wan be damned — what the people really 
cry out for is a hero who can balance the bud- 
get! 

Maybe it's because 1 was brought up on a 
steady diet of "Transformers" cartoons, Luke 
Skywalker and James Bond, but somehow sto- 
ries of Greenspan's friendship with Ayn Rand 
don't quite churn up the same feelings of 
excitement and admiration. 

Sure, I appreciate the economic boom the 
United States is currently in the midst of. I'm 
rather fond of lower unemployment and higher 
standards of living. I especially enjoy the 
prospect of actually finding a job in the real 
world after graduation. 

It's just that if I can't start finding some real 
world heroes with nerves of steel or a "spider- 
sense," I'm going to be forced to start reading 
between the lines and making them up. I'm not 
one to let a little thing like "reality" or "logic" 
get in the way of my world. 

Last week Russia conducted an experiment 
on its Mir space station in which a large mirror 

would be opened to reflect sunlight onto a five- 
mile area on the surface of the Earth. The goal 
of the experiment was to shine light on northern 
cities that get only minimal light in the winter 
months. The 83-foot mirror was also a proto- 
type of sorts for a potential solar sail that could 
be used to power spacecraft in the future and as 
a predecessor to even larger light reflecting mir- 
rors. 

All of that sounds pretty pedestrian. The 
experiment ended up failing when the mirror 
mechanism jammed and the whole thing had to 
be dumped into the Pacific. That's probably 
how most people looked at the experiment, but 
under my new world view it had a far darker 
slant. 

Russia, strapped for cash and seeking global 
retribution for the embarrassing fall of the 
Soviet empire, approves a daring plan to place a 
solar reflecting laser weapc.i on the Mir space 
station. After vapoiizing a lew Norwegian 
towns with the deadly ray, the Russians (being 
secretly manipulated by a criminal mastermind) 
would demand huge cash payoffs from nations 
in exchange for being spared from the sun ray. 

Meanwhile, working behind the scenes, the 
British government learns of the diabolical plot 
and begins to take steps to counter the Russian 
scheme. The British spy, using his irresistible 
charm and incredible luck methodically 
approaches the headquarters of the evil master- 
mind and eventually stows away on a Russian 
cargo ship bound for the Mir. 

The spy manages to board the Mir and jam 
the mirror mechanism just moments before it is 
unleashed on the unsuspecting masses below. 

The British spy? Alan Greenspan! Maybe 
Time is on to something. 

Matt Shoemaker is a communications graph- 
ics major from Sunnyvale, Calif. 

Do condoms condone 
immorality? 

I would like to express my con- 
cern over the Feb. 3 article. 
"Condom Sense." It leads the 
reader to believe TCU is promot- 
ing promiscuity and immoral 
behavior in the name of common 
sense. 

Society's thinking has become 
distorted in its urge to protect 
young people from the ravages of 
STDs rather than concentrating 
on the need to instill high moral 
values. TCU along with society 
has lost sight of the need to strive 
for higher values and settled for 
the acceptance of degrading 
behavior. The embracing of the 
cliches that "Everyone is doing 
it" is doing grave damage to the 
moral fiber of today's young 
people. 

While promiscuity can be very 
dangerous, dispensing condoms is 
not the answer. Condoms do not 
protect 100 percent of the time 
and do not protect young people 
from the emotional trauma and 
loss of self-respect that inevitably 
result from premarital sex. 

Students don'l hear about the 
sacredness of sex and that it 
belongs in a committed relation- 
ship between two people who are 
married and love each other. TCU 
needs to stand for building inner 
strength and character in today's 
young people, not coddling and 
condoning basic instincts just to 
be like everyone else. 

Conchita J. Stallworth, RN 
TCU graduate student 

\A\O\S. in the "niff' to 
enjoy dating scene 

After reading Friday's edition 
of the Skiff, 1 was compelled to 
respond lo Steve Suffron s article 
concerning love, dating and TCU. 

Suffron is right. Dating sucks, 
especially at TCU. It is a lot like 
dating in junior high — all the 
cute kids find the other cute kids, 
and the awkward ones are left 
holding the bag. 

As Suffron explains, there are 
people only interested in dating 
the best lixiking guy/gal possible, 
however, he neglected to mention 
a vital group of people I consider 
the "diamonds in the ruff." You 
must search out these particular 
individuals to enjoy the company 
of one another. 

"Marriage-itus" is responsible 
for the daling struggles of most 
TCU students. Somehow we were 
taught thai at college we would 
find our husbands/wives. 

Most of our parents found that 
"certain someone" at college, and 
we were conditioned to believe 
that we'd fall in love at school. In 
fact, we are so desperate lo find 
that person, that we are willing to 
dale someone we would not nor- 
mally consider marrying. 

We as young adults are so anx- 
ious to get on that roller coaster 
that we are often unable to enjoy 
the ride. Hey, just open your eyes, 
get on and maybe you'll find your 
diamond — in the ruff, that is. 

Alison Indergard 
Senior advertising/public 

relations major 



Check 
Owens 

TS3 
1700 S. University Dr. 

W¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥¥ 
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2801 w. Berry 

$4.00 
Small Cheese 

Pizza 

Valid at participating 
stores unk   Not valid 
with any other offer. 
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show student ID. 
Limited lime offer. 
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or a TCU student ID 
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• Delivery Charge: $3.00 
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• Mln. Order: $10.00 
• FREE DELIVERY 
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Ft. Worth, TX 76133 

(817) 370-8132 
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Cupid's Specials! 
TRAFFIC TICKETS DEFENDED 

Jim Lollar 
attorney at law 

921-4433 
NearTCU! 

Berry and Lubbock 
2716 Berry St.  Fort Worth, TX 76109 

General Practice   Licensed by ihe Texas Supreme Court 
Principle office 6208 Airpon Freeway 

Attorney available by appointment Mon-fri at all office locations 

Noi Ortified by the Texas Board of Ivgal S|»-< lah/.Umn in Criminal La 

NOW HIRING 

Bussers * Wait Staff 
Hostess * Kitchen Staff 

This is your opportunity to step into a new level of Quality 
and Consistency. A fun place to work with a great potential 

for earnings. Flexible Hours - Dynamic Training. 
Apply Mon. - Sat. 2-5 p.m. 
3020 S. Hulen, Fort Worth 

Red, Hot & Blue = Purple 

3000 S. Hulen, 
Suite 1 10 
731-8770 

RED HOT & BLUE 
IUti HT WVi-6ul MTYI 

$ 1.00 OFF 
any pulled pork 
or beef brisket 
sandwich 

Monday-Thursday Only.  Must show valid TCU ID. 
Dine-in only. 

10% DISCOUNT WITH STUDENT I.D. 
UNTIL APRIL 1,1999. 

TEST 
POSITIVE 

FOR 
WINGS! 

^T 

DINE-IN    OR   CARRY-OUT 

4608 Bryant Irvin Road 
Just South of 1-20 

Next to Outback Steakhouse 

817-263-5800 
Mon-Fri 4pm-Midnight - Sat & Sun Ham-Midnight 
         O All rights reserved Wingstop 1999. 

Come visit the 
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The Most {{omantic Plan in foil Worth - 
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Take 1-30 (from downtown) to Camp 
Bowie exit.  Go west (2 blocks past 

the Ridglea Theatre) to the 6323 
Camp Bowie Shopping Center 

(at Fairfield). 

Reservations Accepted 
closed Mon 

Sun.-Thurs. 5-10 
Fri.-Sat. 5-11 

0HH ~Jha*»j(r 
(817)570-2970 (817)570-2950 

Moral Shop 
your .friendly 
j{eighhorhood 

.full Service .florist 
Mt) Wire Sen-ice 

3100S.Jiulen 
J>ort Worth, <T*X 

76109 

fiest place for last-minute Valentine's f)ay Shopping 
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BLOTTER 

Phone Harassment 
February 2, 12:03 a.m. to 7:00 a.m. — TCU police 

received calls from residents of Beckham-Shelburne 
Hall, the Fish Building in the Tom Brown/Pete 
Wright Residential Community, Moody Hall and 
Moncrief Hall about harassing phone calls. 
Complainants said a male caller asked them ques- 
tions such as: "What are you wearing?" "Why are 
you sleeping?." "I'm watching you," and "Are you 
wearing anything sexy?" Each complainant received 
one call with no obscene comments. Police advised 
them to let their voice mail pick up the calls. 

Non-arson Fire 
January 30, 5:24 p.m. — TCU police received a 

call about a fire in Beckham-Shelburne Hall. Police 

arrived to find that two rooms, as well as the chapter 
room, suffered fire damage after candles used in an 
initiation ritual caught fire. Witnesses said they had 
left the room with the candles burning. A TV, VCR 
and Micro-Fridge sustained the most damage. 

Obscenity 
February 2, 9:26 a.m. — TCU Police received a 

call from the Brown-Lupton Student Center regard- 
ing obscene material. The reporting party found a 
sexually explicit photograph taped to the sliding 
door exit by the lounge. The reporting party said she 
took the photo and threw it in the trash. When she 
went to retrieve it five to 10 minutes later, it was 
gone. Housekeeping personnel at the Student Center 
reported finding a copy of the same photograph on a 
bulletin board near the lounge the day before. 

Compiled by Pam Woodhead 

AUCTION 
From Page 1 

highest bid for a single date and 
added an exciting twist to the date. 

Walker's date with Jason Eagar, 
freshman premajor, will begin with 
dinner at Baby Doe's restaurant in 
Dallas, then head to Marble Slab 
Creamery for ice cream and to con- 
clude the evening he will read her an 
original poem. 

But Walker had one exception: 
Eagar must read his poem on 
KTCU-FM (88.7) Saturday between 
12 a.m. and 2 a.m. 

"I just started working for KTCU, 
and I figured that it would make a lot 
more people tune in and recognize 
that we even have a radio station if 
Jason was willing to read his poem 

on the radio and he is," Walker said. 
The participants had many differ- 

ent reactions at the close of the 
evening. 

R.J. Rodrigue, a freshman reli- 
gion and psychology major, along 
with three of his friends, plan to take 
their dates to Sardines Ristorante 
Italiano, then to Kimbell Art 
Museum, and then top it off with 
lasertag and go-kart racing 

"This is making me feel incred- 
ibly nervous but excited because I 
know the chances of us having a 
wonderful time in the next couple 
of weeks are very high," Rodrigue 
said. 

Ashleigh   Taylor,   a   freshman 

speech pathology major said she 
surprised herself. 

"I didn't think I was going to 
(purchase  a date) but  then  my ■ 
friends talked me into it," she said. 
"It'll be fun. I don't regret it at all." 

Michael Martin, a freshman busi- 
ness major, along with three friends, 
will escort their dates to the Blue 
Mesa Grill and then to the Sean 
Mullins concert. 

"I'm really kind of shy and it's a 
stretch for me but I'm really excit- 
ed," he said. 

Kruse and Steffen offered chaper- 
ones and escorts to accompany the 
men and women on their dates if 
requested. 

ALUMNA 
From Page 1_  

ball and volleyball. 
"That was before Title IX, so 

women didn't have athletic scholar- 
ships," she said. "I had to pay to play." 

Connie Cox, currently a registered 
dietitian in Dallas, was a friend and 
roommate of McMichen. Cox said 
the reason they got along so well was 
because she is someone everyone 
likes, and students are comfortable 
with her. 

Cox shared an experience that 
some girls today might be able to use. 

"When we lived in Waits Hall, we 
had a poster of a bush in the hallway." 
she said. "When there was a guy in 
disfavor, his name went up on the 
bush for all of the girls to see. but if he 
got back in good graces with us, he 
gradually came down." 

McMichen said the tradition began 
in the restroom, but as more girls used 

the poster, it was put into the hall. 
After graduating from TCU in 

1974 as a double major in journalism 
and psychology, she started training 
for and became a member of the 1976 
U.S. Olympic volleyball team. 

McMichen said she has done and 
seen many things since her 1976 
Olympic experience. 

She was a beat reporter for The 
Dallas Morning News, a copy editor 
and feature writer for the Gwinnett 
Daily Nm's in Atlanta, served as the 
American Liaison for accommoda- 
tions on the French Olympic 
Committee from 1989 to 1992, and 
has been a high school girls softball 
coach and certified umpire. 

McMichen said being back at TCU 
is challenging for her since her hus- 
band, who was a professional 
wrestler nicknamed Tank,  passed 

CENTER 
From Page 1 

located in the new center are all 
closely interconnected, Rinewalt 
said. 

"We rely on each-other to set spe- 
cific courses," he said. "There have 
been discussions for the past few 
years to add computer engineering 
to the curriculum." 

Terence Brockhausen, an adjunct 
professor in computer science, said 
the new building will eliminate con- 
cerns among departmental faculty 
and staff about lack of space. 

"It will be beneficial," he said. "It 
will give the staff room to do the 

work they need to do." 
Brockhausen said the new tech- 

nology center will benefit everyone 
involved. 

"We're making some forward 
strides," he said. "It's a good sign." 

Jarcd Pope, chairman of the 
House of Student Representatives 
Technology Advancement 
Committee, said students will be 
able to communicate their com- 
ments and suggestions about the 
building's design. 

"The Technology Advancement 
Committee give students the oppor- 

SBMS&WEf&SMl 
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DAILY 
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OLDEST SPORTS BAR IN TOWN 
o^^^CAMP BOW II, 7%5"4V5J 
TCU does not encourage the consumption of alcohol. It you do consume alconoT you snoulooc 
so responsibly, and you should never dnve after drinking 

We want your eye. 
Your eye for detail, that is. 

The TCU Daily Skiff is currently hiring copy editors, 

photographers, reviewers and production artists. 

Pick up an application in Room 294, Moudy South. 

If you need more information, call 257.7428. 

Ski 

away on New Year's Eve. 
"When I recenUy lost my husband, 

those friends (from TCU) encouraged 
me to come back to TCU," she said. 
"I'm looking forward to this next 
chapter of my life." 

For the last five years, she has been 
working as a freelance writer. 
Currently, she is working on a book 
for women returning and entering the 
workforce. 

Through this all, she is the mother 
of three children, ages 15, 18 and 21, 
and she said she has been there for 
them always. 

"Our family is very close-knit," she 
said. 

McMichen's co-workers in the 
Campus Life office said she has made 
a big impact on everyone who has 
crossed her path. 

Al     Mladenka,     director     of 

tunity to voice their concerns," he 
said. "We will then be able to report 
to the Committee on Computers and 
Telecommunications." 

Pope said both committees will 
begin meeting this week to discuss 
plans. 

Dave Maher, an admissions coun- 
selor, said the new building will be a 
boost to TCU admissions and 
recruiting. 

"When prospective students come 
on campus, they look at the size of 
the school, the location, prospective 
major programs  and the  level of 

International Student Services, said 
McMichen is very meticulous and 
conscientious. 

"She is very good with students, 
polite, friendly and students like her 
and respond to her well," he said. 
"She is very eager to learn things." 

John Horton, a junior premed and 
biology major who works in Campus 
Life, said he enjoys working with 
McMichen. 

"She really understands kids," 
Horton said. "She knows that we 
make mistakes and she takes it in 
stride." 

McMichen said she has cherished 
her times at TCU and said the friends 
she has made here are important. 

"It's true about making 'friends for 
life' while you are in college," she 
said. "The closest friends I have now, 
I met at TCU." 

technology," he said. "When the 
new building is developed, the stu- 
dents should be very impressed, and 
that will favor TCU in the decision 
process." 

Allison Holt, director of admis- 
sions marketing, said new buildings 
on campus make TCU more mar- 
ketable and impressive to all stu- 
dents. 

"The more we can do and can 
have for our students, the more they 
can be impressed," she said. "The 
new technology center is for our 
current and future students." 

U.S. attack has 
'grave impact' 
ASSOCIATED PRESS 

WASHINGTON — U.S. war- 
planes attacked several Iraqi air 
defense sites Thursday after being 
targeted by radar or seeing Iraqi mili- 
tary planes violate "no-fly" zones, the 
Pentagon said. 

The attacks occurred in both the 
northern and southern no-fly zones. 
In the north, U.S. fighter jets were tar- 
geted by radar in each incident. In the 
south. Air Force and Navy fighter jets 
struck two anti-aircraft missile sites, 
radar and equipment after a pair of 
Iraqi MiG-23s flew into the no-fly 
zone. It was the second clash in two 
days in the south. 

Navy Capt. Michael Doubleday, a 
Pentagon spokesman, said U.S. 
forces have had a "grave impact" on 
Iraq's integrated air defense system 
and pilots were choosing targets care- 
fully. "We keep an eye on sites we 
feel are threatening to coalition 
forces," he said. 

U.S. pilots returned safely 
Thursday to their bases, according to 
the Pentagon, which denied a report 
by the official Iraqi News Agency 
that Iraqi gunners hit an allied plane 
in the north. 

"Such reports by the Iraqis in the 
past have been very questionable and 
1 have no reason to believe this is any- 
thing other than the same," said Col. 
Richard Bridges, a Pentagon 
spokesman. 

Iraq claimed two civilians were 
killed and several others injured. ' 
The   U.S.   European   Command, 
which oversees the northern zone, 
said a damage assessment was being ' 
done. 

An Air Force F-15E bombed an ' 
Iraqi surface-to-air missile communi- 
cations site at about 12:30 p.m. Iraqi 
time (4:30 a.m. EST) after its pilot ' 
saw anti-aircraft artillery fire and his 
plane was illuminated by radar near 
Mosul, U.S. officials said. Two other 
F-15Es launched an AGM-130 mis- | 
sile and dropped four GBU-12 preci- 
sion-guided bombs on the site. 

About an hour later, U.S. war- 
planes struck other Iraqi surface-to- 
air missile and communications sites 
near Mosul after being targeted three 
times by radar, U.S. officials said. 

F-15E and F-16CJ fighters 
dropped several 500- and 1,000- 
pound bombs on one site, attacked 
another with a high-speed anti-radia- 
tion missile and struck a third with 
bombs. 

Allied warplanes have prohibited 
Iraqi military flights in the no-fly 
zones since shortly after the 1991 
Gulf War to protect Kurdish rebel and 
Shiite Muslim groups. 

Iraqi President Saddam Hussein 
has challenged the no-fly zones 
almost daily since U.S. and British 
airstrikes in mid-December to punish 
him for not cooperating with U.N. 
weapons inspectors. 

Eric, 
Thanks for being 
such an awesome 
support in my life! 
You're amazing. 
Love ya tons! 

Abby 
Hollis, 
Chance made you 
my daughter. Love 
made you my friend. 

Mom 
Senorita Desachy, 
La clase de Ud esta- 
ba muy divertida y 
gracias para todo. 

David 
Kara Michelle 
Jenkins, 
You are the Valentine 
of my life. 
Love you always, 

Your father 
Amber, 
Happy Valentine's 
Day! 

Gerald 
Nicole Elizabeth, 
I'm still floored by 
your beauty...I'm still 

Kimberly, 
"Happy Valentines" 
to the love of my life 
and thank you for 
making every day 
MORE lovely than 
the days past... Song 
of Songs 8:6,7 
 Eric  
Amigos, 
Quiero desearles 
Feliz Dia de la 
Amistad 
 Jamie  
My IK Sisters, 
Thank you so much 
for such an awe- 
some & memorable 
semester! You guys 
are the best sisters a 
girl could ask for!! 
Happy Valentine's 
Day & God bless!! 
Love in sigma, 

t* pledge 98 
Happy Valentine's 
Day to my Zeta 
Sisters, both past 
and present! 
ZTA love and mine, 

Walker, 
You're so gorgeous! 
My miracle, 
I'm wrapped around 
your heart too. 

Your Senior 
 Prince  
Katrina, 
Since you've come 
into my life you have 
been the only thing 
that has made me 
happy everyday. For 
that I promise I will 
do my best to take 
care of you always. I 
love you, 

Jeremy  
To all the girls that 
keep me sane Abby, 
Lindsey, Lindsay, 
Kim Shanna, Amy & 
Colleen. Thanks and 
Happy V-Day! 

Heather 
Lin, 
I have a reason to 
smile, to live, and to 
hope. You are my 
reason. 

trying to impress 
you...And although 

Jen Helms Chad 
To the man who can Molly, 

I'm usually more always make me To our first 
wrong now than ever smile- even from 900 •Valentine's together 
before...I've never miles away. 1 love and many more to 
been more right you. come. 1 love you, 
about loving youl 

Jason Michael 
Jen Josh 

Omar, 
Happy Valentine's 

Jenny, 
Liz, Ally, Big, Little I'm glad you wan- 
and Heather, Day to my avid email dered into my life. 1 
Happy Valentine's checker! 1 love you! love you. 
Day girls! Anisa Jason 

Jessica • 

Linda Reagan, 
We could sail the 
oceans far and blue 
and never find a 
lunch lady we love 
as much as you! 

Omar & Todd 
Molesy, 
Roses are red, 
Violets are blue, You 
don't shower much, 
but I still love you. 

Kell-dog 
Erin McNeil, 
Your physical beauty 
is only surpassed by 
the beauty within 
you. See you at the 
games Saturday. 

SMW  
Eddie Bear, 
You have been the 
most important thing 
in my life for so long, 
I wouldn't know what 
to do without you. 
Thank you for every- 
thing. You are my 
love, my support, 
and my best friend. I 
will love you always. 
Will you be my 
Valentine? 
 Princess 
Mi clase de espanol, 
Feliz Dia de la 
Amistad. 
Carinosamente, 

Stacie 
Fab Five Family, 
Y'all are the BOMB!! 

Your 
adoring fans 

Romeo, 
I'm glad you're my 
pooper! XOXO 

Juliet 
Omar, 
I love you like I love 
myself, and that's a 
lot.   
Laura, 
Seeds are a wonder- 
ful thing, they grow 
in winter and spring, 
they grow you food 
when they are in the 
mood, aren't seeds 
a wonderful thing. 

Eric 
Goober, Linds, Shan, 
Kim, Heather, Kerrie, 
Who needs men 
when you have 
chocolate? Happy 
Valentine's Day girls! 
Love you! 

Egyptian 
Princess 

Stephen, 
What a year! I love 
you! You model 
Christ's love for me 
in so many ways. 
I'm still amazed. 

Jill 
Tsturs, Yushau be 
free!, Amanda, 
Gibron, Austin 
Powers, Abby, Mike 
Kruse. David, BITSY, 
and Jeff. Thanks for 
all y'alls hardwork 
this semester! 

Maren Toy 

i 
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DECADES 
From Page 1 -  

Students could choose a book from a 
stack area of the same size. 

In 1923, TCU became the recipient 
of a gift from the Mary Couts Burnett 
Trust. Immediately, $150,000 was set 
aside to build a library to be named 
after Burnett. 

Many people were curious why 
Burnett would leave her trust to TCU. 
According to Colby D. Hall's 
"History of Texas Christian 
University: A College of the Cattle 
Frontier," Burnett did not have any 
ties to TCU. She was not a member 
of the affiliated church; she had no 
children who attended TCU and she 
had never been solicited for a dona- 
tion. 

"She was a woman of refinement, 
with a general interest in culture, with 
a natural interest in education, and a 
decided loyalty to her home town," 
Hall said. 

Hall said Burnett was influence by 
Dr. Charles Harris, who founded 
Harris School of Nursing. Harris was 
her friend, her physician and chair- 
man of her trust fund. 

The library was the first building 
located on the east side of University 
Drive. Before 1923, it was used only 
as an athletic field. The library joined 
the small football stadium, called 
Clark Field, a cinder track and a base- 
ball diamond. 

According to Swaim, the structure 
was a tall, magnificent piece of archi- 
tecture with four columns and grand 

steps at the entrance. In front, there 
was a sunken garden and a pool filled 
with goldfish. When the library was 
enlarged in 1958, the pool had to be 
removed. 

Burnett died in 1924, just one year 
before the library was to be complet- 
ed. On Feb. 27, 1925, the formal 
opening and reception was held. 

Students were also active outside 
of their academic lives. In 1925, the 
girls of Jarvis Hall formed an organi- 
zation called the Frogettes to promote 
school pride. They were driven by 
their motto: Never Be Backward 
About Going Forward. 

By the late 1920s, administrators 
realized TCU had a bright future. 
Fort Worth was rapidly growing 
around the campus, so 75 acres of 
land were purchased to secure room 
for the university to expand. 

Students also participated in rush 
during this time period. They were 
not seeking membership into a frater- 
nity or sorority, but were instead 
involved in competitions on a spring 
day called Class Rush Day. 

They challenged each other in tug 
of war, sack races and other games. 
The 1928 volume of The Horned 
Frog shows students dressed in silly 
costumes with comical make-up on 
their faces. One photograph shows a 
freshman with a sign hanging around 
her neck that reads, "Looking for an 
honest man." 

Perhaps some things never change. 

■'Sfititlimt ia Fiutt Qulilj Fmk Fu4" 

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK       4750 Bryant Irving, 
Sun-Thurs: 11:00 am - 9:30 pm Suite #822 
Fri-Sat: 11:00 am - 10:00 pm      Fort Worth, TX 76132 
* i 

817-370-9888 
«  ► 

Fax: 817-314-8333 

o Order o£ Frit 
With any purchase of burgers or Sandwiches. 

Limit one coupon per person. Expires 4-30-99 

STUDENT SUPPORT SERVICES 

m A EJ TO 
EDUCATIONAL SUCCESS!! 

SSS services are free to qualified students. 

\ A/V#^erv'ces Offered: 
♦Workshops'*  fijkj 'Academic Advising 

♦Tutorials  Q   7y *Study Skills Instruction 

Support and teamwork are keys to your success. 

FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL 257-7946 

Attention TCU Students, 
Faculty and Staff! 

February l^th is 

Prospective students and their parents will be 
visiting our campus. Please give them a 

frienalL) TCU welcome when uou see them. 

DIVERSITY 
From Page 1 
ences, and he hopes this will hap- 
pen when people look al the past 
and understand the impact it may 
have on the future. 

Turner said Black History 
Month is an opportunity for every- 
one to come together and celebrate 
TCU's diverse community. 

"I think it's always important to 
recognize the siudents you have on 
campus regardless of race, ethnici- 
ty or culture," he said. 

Cooke said she sees Black 
History Month as a time to recog- 
nize the background and history of 
black culture. 

Cooke said she wants to help 
make TCU more culturally diverse 
through Ihis monlh's events. 

"I think a lot of people need to 
be more open-minded." she said. 

Cooke said more should be done 
to help broaden people's horizons 
and make all people more aware of 

all cultures. A knowledge of some 
of the important figures in black 
history is an important part of that, 
she said. 

Carter G. Woodson, an black 
educator and historian known as 
the "Father of Black History," 
launched the annual celebration of 
Negro History Week in February 
1926. One of his main objectives 
was to correct racism in books 
published by white scholars. , 

WEB Du Bois, a sociologist 
and radical activist during the early 
l9(X)s, made an important contri- 
bution to black history when he 
became one of the founders of the 
National Association for the 
Advancement of the Colored 
People in I9()9. He served as .an 
NAACP board member and editor 
of The Crisis, the NAACP's 
monthly journal from 1910-1934 
and 1944-1948. 

State carries out fifth execution 
ASSOCIATED PRESS 

It was the fifth execution in Texas 
this year and the second in as many 
days. On Wednesday evening, 
George Cordova of San Antonio 
was put to death for the fatal beat- 
ing of a 19-year-old man during a 
carjacking almost 20 years ago. 

A native of Torrance, Calif., 
Barber also confessed to three other 
murders committed in Dallas 
County over an IB-month period 
between 1977 and 1979, earning 
him life prison sentences for each. 

"I just regret what happened that 
night," he said before his December 
death date. "I can't undo the crimes 
I've done in the past." 

Several relatives of his victims 
came to Huntsville in December to 
watch him die and were irate and in 
tears when they were told of the 
last-minute reprieve. They returned 
to Huntsville Thursday. 

"It's just heartbreaking,"said Sue 
Korioth, a Dallas County assistant 
district attorney who handles capital 
case appeals. "It's very difficult for 
them. You know, they never volun- 
teered for this assignment." 

Barber, who refused to speak 
with reporters since the December 
reprieve, said earlier he was bitter 
his good behavior while on death 
row meant nothing in his appeals. 

"I'm upset that I spent 15 years 
in  the  work  program,  counseled 

other inmates, gone to school and 
I'm not getting any credit for it," 
he said. "I've apologized to every- 
one I could. I've learned to read 
and write. I've done all I could 
from in here. I don't feel I'm a 
threat to anybody. I've learned my 
lesson. I believe I've earned a righl 
to live." 

Prosecutors, however, termed 
him deserving of the death penally, 
especially considering the brutality 
of Mrs. Ingram's death. 

Barber gave various accounts but 
told authorities in his confession he- 
found a piece of pipe in her back 
yard, where he had previously done- 
lawn work, and planned to use il to 
break a window. 

Instead he found a door open and 
walked in, startling Mrs. Ingram, 
who began screaming. When she 
wouldn't he quiet, he began club- 
bing her with the pipe. 

He was charged with the murder 
while being held in the Dallas 
County Jail on charges of breaking 
into a flea market. 

"1 don't recall striking her, 
Ihough there's a lot that I've 
blocked out." he said in an inter- 
view last year. Things were hell, 
and when I gave the confession it 
eased things." 

Another death row inmate, 
Andrew Cantu, is set to die Tuesday 
for the slayings of three people at 
their home in Abilene in 1990. 

Jons Grille 

Visit our 
Web Site 
www.jonsgnlle.com 

Frue 
fc 

dRwE. ST-iuT, EtriVe a^Be 

I #1 SPRING BREAK IN THE U.S.A 

SPRING  BREAK   99 

MAZATLAN 
SKI    BRECK! 

from only 

$239 
plus to 

Nun-Stop Charters, 5 Stir Re^'rt>. ,nul \on stup I'.nti 

1-800-BEACH-BUM 

TRAFFIC TICKETS 
defended in Fort Worth, 

Arlington, and elsewhere in 
Tarrant County only. 

No promises as 10 results Fines and 
court costs are additional. 

JAMES R. MALLORY 
Allorne\ al Law 

3024 Sandacc Ave. 
Fort Worth. TX 761(W-179? 

(817)924-3236 
V>uertilii'drn thcTi\^ HAI il SpcctalizaiM 

STARTS FRIDAY AT 10A 

THE HAROLD'S 
WAREHOUSE 

Harold's, the upscale apparel retailer, has consolidated 

millions of dollars worth of men's & ladies' 

Clothing, Shoes & accessories from more than 

45 nationwide locations and brought it all here to the 

Metroplex tor three days of liquidation priced savings! 

IN THE AUTO BUILDING AT THE 
TEXAS STATE FAIRGROUNDS! 

This merchandise represents select ClOSeOUtS of 

recent styles throughout our inventory, including: 

■ DISCONTINUED STYLES 
■ SLIGHT MANUFACTURING IRREGULARS 
■ LIMITED INVENTORIED STOCK 
■ CONSOLIDATED 0NE-0F-A-KINDS 

Plus, during this three-day bargain bonanza you'll find 

a huge selection of fine feathergoods and Harold's 

private label line of men's Sportswear from the Old 

School Clothing CO. Thousands of top-quality appar- 

el at a fraction of the original price! It's the one-of-a- 

kind Harold's Warehouse Sale. We'll see you there! 

FRIDAY I SATURDAY I SUNDAY 
FEB 12TH 

lOam to 6pm 
FEB 13TH 

10am to opt 
FEB 14TH 

Noon to 5pm 

1      For More Info Visit Any of Harolds Metro Locations: Highland Park Vilage & The Galleria. Dallas   Preston Park Colonnade. Piano   University Park Village. Ft Worth 
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Guys, at least we have sports 
Campus 
This weekend's 
home sports 

The rifle team will hold sec- 
tionals today through Saturday 
at the shooting range beginning 
at S p.m. 

The men's basketball team 
has a home game at 7:05 p.m. 
Saturday against Colorado 
State at Daniel-Meyer 
Coliseum. 

Also on Saturday the base- 
ball team has its home opener 
in a doublebeader against 
Southwest Texas State 
University beginning at 12:05 
p.m. at the TCU Diamond. The 
two teams meet again at 1:05 
Sunday. 

Both the men's and women's 
tennis teams play at home this 
weekend. The women will face 
Tulane at 11 a.m., and the men 
compete with Ball State at 5 
p.m. Saturday. Both meets will 
be played at the Friedman 
Tennis Center. The men play 
again at 1 p.m. Sunday against 
Houston. 

NCAA 
Williams signs Master 
P's company as agent 

BATON ROUGE, La. (AP) 
— The "haters" whispered in 
his ear repeatedly that he 
should avoid hiring rap king 
Master P as his agent, said 
Heisman Trophy winner Ricky 
Williams. 

But the University of Texas 
running back came to Master 
P's new home town any way 
and announced Thursday that 
he has signed with the celebri- 
ty's firm. 

Master P, bom in one of New 
Orleans' poorest areas as Percy 
Miller, parlayed his rap records 
into a flourishing business with 
his own label, No Limit 
Records, and a financial inter- 
est in a professional sports 
agent business, No Limit 
Sports. 

Williams said his new agent 
has not decided which individ- 
ual will actually sit down and 
negotiate for him. 

Williams said he will con- 
centrate on getting in shape for 
football and leave contracts to 
No Limit. 

"I'm responsible for what I 
do on the field," he said. "The 
other part is what is done off 
the field. I'll leave that to 
them." 

NFL 
NFL puts off Houston, 
LA once again 

HOUSTON (AP) — NFL 
commissioner Paul Tagliabue 
has told potential NFL fran- 
chise hopefuls in Houston and 
Los Angeles not to attend a 
meeting in Atlanta, Ga. 
Tuesday to discuss which will 
get the league's 32nd franchise. 

Houston businessman Bob 
McNair and two Los Angeles 
groups were scheduled to be at 
the owners' meeting to make 
presentations but Tagliabue 
told all three groups the owners 
had decided that the session in 
Atlanta would be for discus- 
sion only and no final decisions 
would be made. 

All three groups made pre- 
sentations at the Super Bowl. A 
decision could be reached in 
the NFL meetings in March. 

Although Los Angeles is 
considered the favorite over 
Houston because of its Urge 
media market, McNair said the 
delays in making a decision 
meant Housfon still was in the 
running. 

"What this shows is that in 
spite of all the talk of Los 
Angeles being the second 
largest media market and they 
have a lock on the franchise, 
this shows they don't," 
McNair said. "It's not a deci- 
sion for LA. The reason is we 
probably have more votes 
than they do. 
. "The NFL wants to be in 
bo* cities,- Los Angeles and 
Houston, ' but those who 
tnoafk LA would steamroU 
Houston, they've got another 
thought coming, ft ain't goim 

itoi 

Well, I ve got a valentine this year, and 
it's not going to cost me a thing. It's 
the one constant in life: sports. 

Women come and go, and more often than 
not they usually go. ^^^^^^^^^^ 
Heartache and heartbreak 
have their place, but they 
are often fleeting emo- 
tions. But sports ... sports 
stay with you no matter 
whal you look or act like. 

Sports and women are 
alike in some ways. It's 
all a big game in the long 
run, right? They both pro- 
vide the full range of 
emotional feelings, be it 
if your favorite team just 
won the championship or your girlfriend jusl 
dumped you. 

Commentary 

s 
•1*i» 

MVIT 
WillWt.h 

Contract extensions in sports are the equiva- 
lent of getting engaged to your significant other: 
You are guaranteed al least another year. The 
level of anticipation for the big events, such as 
the Super Bowl or your one-year anniversary, 
match each other in magnitude. 

The last two minutes of a pro basketball game 
may seem like the last month of the worst rela- 
tionship of your life: It seems like an eternity, 
and your last minute game-saving plan probably 
won't work. 

Dating would he much more interesting if it 
could import some ideas from sports, such as 
trades and free agency. Wouldn't it be great if 
you could trade that less desirable team player 
for that impact player that you've had your eye 
on? Or what if you could declare yourself a free 
agent after six months and test the market? 

But if there's one thing that keeps our atten- 
tion level at its highest, it's sports. How many 

times have you been watching a game on TV 
with your girlfriend and pointed the remote to 
the TV and hit the power button? Not too many 
times I would expect. Most likely we would 
rather utilize the mute button on the talking head 
next to us. 

I think I am going to enjoy my Singles 
Awarehess Day this year. The NBA is back in 
action, college basketball is in full swing and 
college baseball is starting up. And if I get tired 
of watching sports on TV, I can go out and play 
it. 

Think about it. Would you rather have an inti- 
mate, in-depth conversation about your (ugh!) 
feelings, or would you want to do something 
less taxing, like a four-hour rugby game? 

Sure, the NBA hurt our feelings with the 
lockout, but at least they came back and were 
sorry about it. That's more than I can say for 
Wendi Krueger back in eighth grade. 

Sports is always there for us guys. The first \ 
thing I do after breaking up with a girlfriend is 
go play a game of basketball or do something 
sports-related. I always know I can lean on 
sports for a shoulder to cry on. 

Nothing brings men together more than a, 
spoiling event. It's not too often that men get' 
together to gossip about other men or women. 
But you get some guys together to talk about 
sports and it could last through the night. Why? 
Because the competition in sports gets the 
testosterone level jacked up like nothing else [ 
could. Most guys I know feed off of competi- 
tion. It's what drives us. 

I know this column has guaranteed me not 
having another date for at least the rest of this 
semester, but hey, I've got my sports. 
 \ 

Matt Welnack is a sophomore news-editorial*, 
journalism major from San Antonio. J 
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Frogs claim 
victory, crush p^ 
Wyoming 
By David Quinlan 
STAFF REPORTER 

When TCU head basketball 
coach Billy Tubbs said the team 
needed a spark to turn things 
around, it found one last nighl as 
the Frogs blasted Wyoming 102- 
85, snapping a four-game losing 
streak. 

The Frogs also proved they 
could win with an injured Lee 
Nailon. The 6-foot-9 senior for- 
ward, who was coming off an ankle 
injury from Saturday's game 
against Southern Methodist, played 
only 23 minutes. To help make up 
for his absence, Tubbs relied on his 
senior point guard Prince Fowler to 
spark things up. 

"Prince had an outstanding game 
tonight," Tubbs said. "1 really 
thought he played outstanding. He 
took some leadership and some 
charge out there." 

Fowler almost had a triple-triple, 
leading the Frogs in rebounding 
with eight. The Las Vegas native 
chalked 14 points and tied a career 
high 16 assists. 

The Frogs dug deep in their pock- 
ets Thursday night hoping to snap 
thier extended slump. 

"I think it was the first time in a 
while that our intensity was up," 
Tubbs said. "Before the game, in the 
dressing room it's real. When you 
huddle up, there is a difference." 

Thursday's night victory was 
TCU's fourth Western Athletic- 
Conference win as the Forgs 
improved to 16-7 overall and 4-5 in 
the WAC. 

"It is obviously very, very good to 
get a win," Tubbs said. "I liked our 
attitude and spark in the first five 
minutes in the game. I thought it 
kind of set the pace. Our guys were 
ready to play." 

The Frogs were playing like they 
did the first half of the year, sur- 
passing the century mark for a sec- 
ond time this season. Six players hit 
double-figures, including a career 
high for junior forward Derale 
Wilson. Wilson was hot off the 
bench cashing in 12 points includ- 
ing iwo from behind the arc. 

"We've been too serious (the last 
few games). We needed to loosen 
things up." Wilson said. "They say 
I'm the spark on the team. I don't 
know." 

The Frogs jumped out to an early 
lirsl-half lead when junior guard 
Vladimir Jaksic hit a ihree, boosting 
the Frogs to a 7-0 lead with 17:33 
on the clock. 

Head coach Steve McClain's 
Cowboy's answered back with a 7-0 
run themselves, taking a 15-14 lead 
for first time of the night. But it 
would be their last. 

Wyoming couldn't contain 
Nailon, who entered the game after 
the first six minutes. The pre-season 
All-American hit 15 first-half points 
and pulled in six boards, finishing 
the night with 21 points before foul- 
ing out with 3:27 left in the game. 

"He knows everyone needs him," 
Fowler said. "And everyone needs 
each other. We need to stay together 
and play together." 

TCU's win over Wyoming settles 
the score between the two schools. 
McClain's Cowboys beat TCU, 93- 
96, at Laramie, Wyo., Jan. 14. 
McClain, a former TCU assistant 
coach, has had an excellent first sea- 
son, leading his Cowboys to a 14-7 
overall record and a 5-5 WAC 
record. 

The Frogs continue their homes- 
land on Saturday for another confer- 
ence matchup against Colorado 
State. Tip-off is set for 7:05 p.m. 

Pntnck Pannett/PHOTO EDITOR < 

Senior center Lee Nailon puts up a shot in TCU's 102-85 victory over Wyoming Thursday night at Daniel-1 
Meyer Coliseum. Nailon scored 21 points in the contest despite playing only 23 minutes. 

Lady Frogs finish ninth 
Golf coach stresses discipline, practice 
By Wendy Bogema 
SPORTS EDITOR 

The women's golf team opened 
its spring season this week with a 
9th place finish at the OSU/SMU 
Regional Challenge in Palos 
Verdes, Calif. 

The tournament featured the top- 
ranked schools in the country. TCU 
is currently ranked No. 8. The 
University of Georgia, ranked No. 
5, won the tournament by 15 
strokes over No. 11 Arizona Stale. 
No. 2 Arizona and No. 3 Southern 
California tied for third and No. 4 
Tulsa took fifth place. Sixth- 
ranked Stanford place 6th, No. 9 
Texas finished 7th and UCLA 
placed 8th. 

Head coach Angie Ravaioli- 
Larkin said the team was under- 
standably disappointed with the 
finish. 

"It wasn't where we wanted to 
start the spring, but we gained a 
lot," she said. "I think the first 
round proved we can compete with 
and beat any team in the country." 

After the first round the Lady 
Frogs were in a three-way tie for 
second place, five strokes behind 
UCLA, but the second round, 
which gave the team headaches 
during the fall season, was again a 
struggle. 

Ravaioli-Larkin said the second 
round was difficult because of the 
team's tec-time. The Lady Frogs 
teed off last, and the rain started 
around that time. So while some 
teams had to play nine holes in the 
rain, TCU had to play all 18 in the 
bad weather. 

The second round raised the 
team's score by 10 strokes and 
dropped the learn into eighth place, 
but Ravaioli-Larkin said ihe team 
hadn't given up. 

"Under those conditions we 
played well and still felt like we 
were in the hunt," she said. 

In the third round the weather 
was windy and the team scores 
were even higher. Ravioli-Larkin 
said the players were worn down 
mentally and physically and let 
things distract them. 

She said the weather wasn't an 
excuse because they should be able 
to play in any conditions. 

A bright spot for the tournament 
was the seventh-place finish for 
senior Susan Horton. Morion was 
one of the team's top performers 
last year, but she struggled in the 
fall season. 

"I think she has a new ... ener- 
gized spirit," Ravioli-Larkin said. 
"It's her final semester and she has 
found new motivation inside her- 

self and has really been working 
hard. ... Mentally she's ready to go 
and she proved that this week." 

Junior Angela Stanford, ranked 
No. 6 in the nation, tied for 12th. 
Sophomore Brenda Anderson tied 
for 27th, senior Shannon Fisher 
tied for 60th and freshman Lori 
Sutherland tied for 68th out of 90 
competitors. 

Of the four Western Athletic- 
Conference teams at the tourna- 
ment, after Tulsa and TCU, New 
Mexico placed 12th and Southern 
Methodist placed 17th. 

Ravioli-Larkin said the tourna- 
ment was the biggest of the season 
as far as the number of ranked 
teams present. The tournament also 
gave the team a chance to compete 
with the teams it will face at the 
conference, regional and national 
tournaments. Of the 18 teams in 
the tournament only five are not 
ranked in the top 25. 

This tournament was played at 
the Palos Verdes Golf Club which 
has a par-71 layout of 5, 912 yards. 
It took place Monday through 
Wednesday with one round played 
each day. 

Next up for the Lady Frogs will 
be the UCLA Bruin Classic Feb. 
22-24 at the Menifee Lakes 
Country Club. 

Women's team       j 
■ 

opens with victory 
By Matt Stiver 
SKIFF STAFF 

All coaches hope their teams 
open the season with a victory. 
The only thing better than a victo- 
ry would be a straight sweep. 

The TCU Women's Tennis team 
opened the spring semester 
Thursday afternoon with the lat- 
ter. 

In a wind that gusted up to 20 
mph and sent a chill throughout 
the Bayard H. Friedman Tennis 
Center, the TCU Women took all 
nine matches from the University 
of North Texas. 

"Everyone played well," coach 
Roland Ingram said after the 
match. 

Thursday was a good day to be 
a Horned Frog Women's tennis 
player. The Bernard "Tut" Bartzen 
Varsity Tennis Courts witnessed 
the women drop only one set in 
nine matches. 

In singles competition, the 
Frogs overmatched the Eagles 
with skill, speed and power. 
Playing out of the No. 1 singles 
position, junior Lucie Dvorakova 
dispatched Dawha Denny of 
North Texas in straight sets, 6-1 
and 6-0. 

The No. 2 singles player, junior 

Daria Zoldakova, won as well. • 
Zoldakova dropped her first set,! 
but battled hack to a 3-6, 6-2, 6-2; 
three-set victory over Meagan • 
Rymer. ] 

No. 3 singles freshman Leoni ■ 
Weirich, in her first match as a'. 
Horned Frog, took a straight-set' 
victory from Melissa Hodges, 6-2, • 
6-2. ; 

From   the   four   spot,   junior • 
Jessika Kjcllgren did not lose a! 
single game in a straight set victo- 
ry over Alyssa Brown, 6-0, 6-0. 

"I thought Jessika played really [ 
well today," Ingram said. 

TCU would post two victories '. 
in which not a set was lost. Senior ' 
Rachael   Niwa  defeated  Bettina 
Rettenmaler 6-0, 6-0. 

Junior Stacey Sabala rounded 
out singles competition with a 6- 
3, 6-0 win over Kate Ferguson. 

Ingram said he likes the team's • 
chances in the Western Athletic'. 
Conference. He said with defend-' 
ing champion Brigham Young 
University, not as strong, the field ^ 
is wide open. 

"Several coaches think they can < 
win the WAC championship, and I 
I'm one of them," he said. 

The Vomeri face Tulane at II' 
a.m. Saturday at home. 
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RUDV by flaron Brouun Chaos by Brian Shuster 

Academia Nuts 
rtis experiment has)Uhatcan 
gone sour, Chief! / / Say? 

If they're 

ME^IL lot agrseotte, 
-7 Ue. Can'/' WSf* I pra<W/y 

x \ iT>5 
1S//          p 

^pQh-^p -Se    1 

by John P. Araujo 
k most depressing -turn 
of events/    1— -"*< 

? / can still do our 
static electricity 

£xperiment unih 

Acad0miaNtoaoi.com 

THE Daily Crossword Edited by Wayne Robert Williams 

Texas Critter University        by Jamie Elizabeth Brinkman 

-1 love ner.r-ranx, ana sne loves me . . . there's 
nothing you can do that could tear us apart!- 

purple   poll 

weu., «u.?e oicw'T 
l»6«tK.CM.T   So <j>£LL AS 

, <5U'.s wf 1^5 

HAD ioMf... «K 

OKAY.   WXJ ABOUT 
5tK TKf STY/UK tSUrfj? 

(t£SlO£Al< 
HAU! 

s\x>e, «i«  Yot^ ^£-r 
A <roMWilvi6vrAtey' 

6A5  M/VS<   0W<r^ You- 
MoOf  IrVi. 

Hft<toU0... 
3UST 

6hWT 

Lex 
WE'VE   BEEN SPEHPING   A   LOT Of 
TIME   TOGETHER, AND  WE  CAKE 
AtOUT EACH OTHER   SO  MUCH.    I 
TH/NK   IT'S   TIME   WE    APMIT 
THAT WE'RE |W... 

THE  HOOK-UP   FAIKV SEES 
A YouWG courtE AfOUT 
TO MAKE AN UNformAR 
PUIS10N ANP auicmv 
FIXES   THE  SITUATION. 

by Phil Flickinger 
...  PEEP TROUBLE 

UNLESS WE HURRY 
UP AW PO  THE 
NASTY.  WE'VE 
WASTEP SOME 
VALUABLE TIME. 

VEAH, WE   JUST 
KEEP TO SATISFY 
OUR   PHYSICAL. 
NEEVJ   THEM 
NEVER  SPEAK 
AGAIN. 

lexcartoonOyahoo.com 

ET AS#D A PURPLE 
ESTION TODAY? 

A 
Data collected from an informal pot! 
conducted in TCU's Main Cafeteria. 
This poll is not a scientific sampling 

and should not be regarded as represen- 
tative of campus public upiniun. 

ACROSS 
1 Of a junction 
6 Hoops grp. 

10 Authentic 
14 Convex 

moldings 
15 Leader 
16 Gardner of 

mysteries 
17 Intimate 

apparel store 
20 Way in, in brief 
21 _ and void 
22 Fragrant bed? 
23 Lion's name 
24 Old name of 

Tokyo 
25 First person? 
27 Polanski film 
33 Job stations 
35 Author Grey 
36 Bikini top 
37 Yodeler's 

device 
38 Book datum 
40 Ski tow 
41 Letter after phi 
42 Dole (out) 
43 Begot 
44 Styron book 
48 Military force 
49 Notable period 
50 TV adjunct 
53 Feeling of 

anxiety 
56 Quiz 
57 Promissory 

note 
58 Nantucket's 

neighbor 
62 Dueling sword 
63 Hand's breadth 
64 Overstuffed 
65 Stitched 
66 Dangle 
67 Coarse variety 

of corundum 

DOWN 
1 Innovative 
2 Of sheep 
3 Physician's 

function 
4 Highway-sign 

abbr. 
5 Pride member 
6 Formerly, 

formerly 
7 Actress Patricia 
8 -relief 

T 48Pi 7Z\0i OaoJcom 

' u 1 "' 1 ! 
. * ii 

18 

in It '.■ is 

14 

' 
IS 

1 

I 
1 21 22 

10 

24 

.". 
■ 

,■'.' 28 

38 I 40 

11 33 

33 H ■c 

^ 

36 

37 

r 
1 iP 

* 
u ■1- 

■■< 

™ 

5 48 

w " 

.t. ■.• I 

53 54 55 5 

M 

1 I 1 ' ■ 1 

1 ■ 1,: 

By Roger Jurgovan 
Potomac, MD 

2/12/99 

9 Madison Ave. 
output 

10 Make a new 
part in hair 

11 Makes a 
mistake 

12 Toward shelter 
13 Gives 

permission 
18 Discourteous 
19 Obliterate 
25 Asian sea 
26 Unit of force 
28 Ear: pref. 
29 Nahuatl 

speaker 
30 Shorten 
31 Highland 

hillside 
32 Scotland _ 
33 Chest muscles, 

briefly 
34 Eight in 

Barcelona 
38 Abound 
39 Very small 
40 Twitch 
42 Edith Wharton 

novel. "The 
House of 

Thursday 5 Puzzle Solved 
N 0 D B 8 1 A B 1 H 0 N K 5 
A B [ F 1 1 V [ u V F A ! 
H 0 p F 0 M E N N 1 R V 1 
Y F: L L|0|W B R 1 C K R 0 A D ■ EJRIJ   BL 0 E L. M 
A M Y 3 A L ■ H 0 C f R 
N A M A M 1 ■■I 1 1 0 
:,.. fl t EN B A ■ P A |C 1 K E R 5 
L N ■■ E A C  H V F 
0 N T A P 

1 ML R E   E E E  N 
■ G A L 1   ■     ■ HUH! 

B L U E R B B 0 N] P | ■•• N 1 L 
I 0 fl R f 1 B A L I D 1 M i) 

O L s E N E D I s 1 S 
B I A S T B E N B s i 1 

S Trfcuna MadM Scmce* inc 

43 Breed of cat 
45 Cause to move 

swiftly 
46 Putting a spell 

on 
47 Gulf of the 

Mediterranean 
51 Kitchen gadget 
52 Red-faced 

53 Iowa college 
town 

54 Scruff 
55 Matured 
56 Novelist Hunter 
59 Fire residue 
60 Rejuvenation 

center 
61 Edible tuber 

Don't be lazy. 
Get your ads in here right now. 
Call Skiff Advertising. 257.7426 

TCU CADET PROFILE 
ALISON FORTADO 

AGE: 18 
HOMETOWN: Olney, MD 
HIGH SCHOOL: Colonel Zadok Magruder High 
CLASSIFICATION: Freshman 
MAJOR: Biochemistry 
ACCOMPLISHMENTS: 4 Year ROTC scholarship, Honors Program, 

graduated Top 10 in high school, Dean's List for Addran College 
of Arts & Science (fall semester), National Honors Society (high 
school) 

QUOTE: "I've learned that it is not what you have in your life but 
who you have in your life that counts," says Michelle Katrina of 
San Francisco.   Having faced many great hardships that most 
people would have trouble overcoming.   I relied on God's 
strength and my family and friends' love to help me through and 
I have succeeded.   I know not failure, for failure is a state of 
mind that I do not comprehend.   To a dear friend, I wrote: I now 
can walk forever, but only with you beside me and the Lord all 
around us. 

WHY TCU?: Small, close community and academic reputation. 
Also because it was far away from home and I had never been to 
Texas before.  All schools that I was admitted to were good by 
reputation; this one called to me.   I mean the school colors are 
white & PURPLE!   What more do you need? 

CAREER OBJECTIVES: I am making progress towards becoming a 
doctor but I have always wanted to teach as well.   Someday soon 
I will make a decision.  With either decision, I will be working 
with people in need (health and education) and my experiences in 
Army ROTC and once I'm in the military will mold me into being 
the best I can be. 

ARMY ROTC 
THE SMARTEST COLLEGE 

COURSE YOU CAN TAKE. 

CONTACT ARMY ROTC AT: 257-7455 
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Caupfes offer Jooe ado tee 
On-staff mates malfe university a family affair 

Don't 
mope, 
have 
fun 

By Laura Haad 
STAFF REPORTER 

i Surely there's no month like 
February to be in love. And surely 
there's no month like February to be 
single. 

X-A-    SAe 
said 

But being single is really not that 
bad. It's just annoying, in the same 
way that it's annoying to wait for a 
shower in a community bathroom. 
You just have to wait for those other 
girls to get out of the way. 

I heard from someone (who has 
probably never been single) that 
most people have met the person 
they're eventually going to marry by 
the end of their third semester in col- 
lege. I'm here to tell you that my 
time is up. 

I think I'm going to file that one 
away in the same folder as the good 
ol' "You'11-meet-someone-as-soon- 
as-you-get-to-college" family sup- 
port phrase. 

It's funny that my family has 
adopted my personal life as their own 
little charity mission. It won't be long 
before they start soliciting dates 
through some new telemarketing 
scheme. 

Being home for Christmas was a 
constant reminder that I don't have a 
boyfriend. 

So my personal life has been 
reduced to .a "situation " Worse, it's a 
situation that collects sympathy from 
my family and sometimes people I'm 
not even related to, like Georgia, the 
lady who cuts my hair. 

Last year my mom sent me a 
Valentine's Day package, complete 
with cute little cups and plates and 
money to buy pizza for my friends. 

But lately, she's been threatening 
to cut the apron strings as some sick 
and twisted scheme to prepare me for 
the real world. I had to get the oil 
changed in my car by myself. My 
dad even bought me a tool kit. Now I 
guess Mom has decided to let me 
plan out my own Valentine's celebra- 
tion this year. 

That's why, in my constant 
attempt to bring a little bit of happi- 
ness to this world, I've compiled a 
few suggestions to help my single 
friends enjoy Valentine's Day: 

1. Watch Billy Madison. 1 dare you 
to find a more enjoyable way to 
watch "burning dog poo and the 
human response." Sure, even Miss 
Lippy gets her man at the end, but 
boy, is that a funny movie. 

2. Go to Mexico. That's right, 
leave the country. Nuevo Laredo is a 
fun little border town, and it's just 
down the road on Interstate 35. Just 
be sure not to pack too many people 
in your car, because you might get 
pulled over. 

3. Call up any local radio station 
and offer them your CD collection so 
they don't have to play that stupid 
"Lullaby" song over and over and 
over 

4. Remember your summer fling 
from last year? Be glad you're not 
stuck with him. Laugh when you 
think about how fat he's gotten 
recently. Throw something at him 
when you pass him on the street. 

5. Become an official college stu- 
dent by stealing road signs from 
neighborhood streets. Signs like 
"Slow children at play" and "Speed 
bumps ahead" are a must for any 
dorm room. 

Valentine's Day is only what you 
make of it. You could mope around 
and whine about being single, or you 
could get out and do something fun. 

So for me, Valentine's Day 
must be what the Fourth of July is 
like for international students. It's 
nice to see all of the decorations, 
but there's always that twinge of 
jealousy that the fireworks just 
aren't happening for me. 

By Jaime Walker 
SKIFF STAFF 

While the TCU campus is overrun 
with students trying their hands in 
the game of love, some faculty and 
staff have it all figured out. For them, 
TCU is not only a job, but also a 
family affair. 

Although Gary and Priscilla Tate 
came to TCU separately, they met 
while both were working in the 
English department. Throughout 
their work together the two kindled a 
friendship which both realized was 
much more. 

"We have been married for 25 
years and I would still describe him 
as my best friend," she said. 

Priscilla Tate, associate dean of 
AddRan College of Arts and 
Sciences, and Gary Tate, a professor 
of English, no longer work around 
the corner from one another, but she 
said, "We still see each other a dozen 
times a day." 

Friendship is the key forTCU's 
Kara and Lance Steffen as well. 

"Lance and I have found that the 
things that really make our relation- 
ship work are trust, flexibility and 
humor," Kara said. "Working at TCU 
is an obvious positive because we 
are both in student affairs so we can 
share a lot." 

Working at TCU is a full-time job 
for this couple who just recently cel- 
ebrated their one-year anniversary. 
Kara works as the hall director for 
Colby Hall. 

"One of the things that I appreci- 
ate most about Lance is the fact that 
he understands when things happen 
on the hall at all hours," she said. 

Lance said that his and Kara's 
relationship is based on teamwork. 

"We made the decision to come 
here as a team. Our whole relation- 
ship works that way," said Lance 
Steffen, the assistant director of 
intramural sports. 

Kara and Lance met when both 
were living in Kerney, Neb. Lance 
interviewed Kara for a position as a 
tennis coach. 

"I remember when I first saw her 
I knew she was something special," 

Chancellor Michael Ferrari steals a kiss from his wife, Jan. Students and 
of the holiday set aside for that special someone. 

Lance said. 
The Steffens share the daily 

goings-on at TCU and enjoy being 
able to spend part of the workday 
together. 

"1 love being able to work with 
my best friend because often our 
work pertains to the same stuff. We 
specialize in our own areas, but there 
are a lot of similarities too," Kara 
said, "Since we both work at TCU 
we usually have a lot to talk about at 
the end of the day." 

Similarly, Steve and Monica 
Kintigh, both TCU staff members, 
say that they share many workplace 
experiences at the end of the day. 
Happily married for 20 years, the 
Kintighs feel that being at TCU has 
enriched their relationship. 

'TCU really is part of our family. 
We spend time here even when we 
should be away from the office. 
Because our daughter goes to 
Paschal (High School) our lives 
seem to take place in a five mile 
radius," Steve Kintigh said with a 
smile. 

The Kintighs moved to Fort Worth 
in 1984 when Steve accepted a job 

with Recreational Sports, where he 
currently serves as director. Monica 
works as a counselor with the TCU 
Counseling Center and is finishing 
her doctorate. 

When asked what makes their 
marriage such a success, Steve 
Kintigh said, "The strength of our 
relationship is our unending trust of 
each other." 

When offering advice to the stu- 
dents' generation, both Kintighs 
stressed the importance of commit- 
ment. 

"If I were to rank what 1 thought 
was important in a lasting relation- 
ship, I would place trust right above 
love." Steve said, "She trusts me 
completely, and she is the most spec- 
tacular woman 1 have ever met." 

Although there are numerous sto- 
ries of couples who work side by 
side at TCU, probably the most 
touching is that of Howard and 
Mildred Paine. Graduates of TCU, 
the two met on campus in 1948, 
around Valentine's Day. 

"As I recall, we both went to a 
meeting of the Methodist Student 
Movement. After the meeting, he 
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faculty alike are taking advantage 

offered to take me home," Mildred 
said. 

The two kept seeing each other at 
Methodist gatherings and other on- 
campus events. Their relationship 
kept growing and in June of 1949, 
the couple married. 

The Paines have worked together 
all of their married life, but in 1974 
they both returned to TCU to take 
positions in Recreational Sports. 
Although Mildred retired as a full- 
time employee in 1997, she contin- 
ues to work on-call as needed. 
Howard works from noon to 3 p.m. 
daily in Foster Hall, and continues to 
grace residents with his humor and 
charm. 

"He is a really funny guy. He has 
a wonderful outlook on life that 
keeps me young," Mildred said. 

With almost 50 years of marriage 
to their credit, the Paines offer some 
great advice about finding the right 
mate, "Part of marriage is marrying 
the right person and being the right 
person. If you are sincere in your 
heart and true to each other, you 
might be as lucky as we are," the 
couple said. 

Treat 
her to 
special 
day 
By Jarad Hooker 
STAFF REPORTER 

Ahhhh, Valentine's Day. The one 
day of the year when us guys try to 
show our love for some beautiful 

J& & r 
sai d 

Flirting has scientific element 
By Mel Korte 
STAFF REPORTER 

Eye contact, secretive smiles and stolen glances 
are hallmarks of flirting. But there is more to flirt- 
ing than batting eyelashes and blushing cheeks. 

In- an evolutionary context, the attraction 
between males and females is long and varied. 

Mauricio Papini, a psychology professor, said 
the behavior observed in men and women is similar 
to behavior in other species, especially mammals, 
but the human experience is also unique. 

"Sexual reproductive behavior is regulated by 
evolutionary forces that shape our brains, motiva- 
tions and interests," he said. "Each person has dif- 
ferent qualities that make them attractive to other 
people." 

Papini said people may be affected by factors 
without being conscious of them. 

"Women and men may look for certain kinds of 
cues in potential partners," he said. "What we find 
attractive is not always very obvious." 

Papini said a phenomenon called the handicap 
principle, which occurs between animals, may 
explain motives behind human flirting. He said this 
phenomenon occurs when a male may have char- 
acteristics that aren't necessarily beneficial to sur- 
vival, but attract females. Birds, for example, may 
develop elaborate feathered plumage that may hin- 
der their ability to escape and make them more vul- 

nerable to predators. 
"This is the male's way of saying to the female 

he is so genetically fit he can wear plumage and 
survive," Papini said. "We may find thjj in human 
males who have a distinguishing characteristic, 
such as a large jaw or other facial features, that may 
impair the immune system, but attract human 
females." 

Papini said a study recently completed by the 
University of Texas at Austin found that human 
males find human females with a certain waist-lo- 
hip ratio attractive. 

"ConcepLs like the waist-to-hip ratio are found in 
cultures around the world," he said. "It is a good 
clue to assess a women's potential for bearing chil- 
dren and longevity." 

Underlying factors are important, but basic turn- 
ons and turnoffs make an impact. 

Sarah Brand, a junior French and English major, 
said that the little things count. 

"I like it when guys have random moments of 
sweetness," she said. "I don't like guys who think 
we don't notice when they don't shower." 

Traci Ferebee, a junior social work major, said 
laughter and knowledge are turn-ons. 

"Guys who can show they are interested in 
something and are knowledgeable about it, even 
random knowledge, is good," she said. 

Larry Fogel, a freshmen pre-major, said flirting 

is similar to a bet. 
"Flirting is like betting on a sports game," he j 

said. "It may hurt you in the long run, but it makes 
things interesting." 

Brand said male behavior plays a big.part in 
attraction. 

"It's really easy to pick out guys who try too* 
hard," she said. "If a guy takes longer than me to get 
ready, he's definitely not worth anything." 

John Hussman, a sophomore pre-major, said 
women do not usually flirt as much as men. 

"Women like to be coy," he said. "Girls should 
do more, take the initiative." 

Chip Haass, a senior education major, said too 
much effort by the women is not worth it. 

"Girls who show themselves off are interesting, 
but it won't be what makes me ask her out," he said. 

Tracy Horton, regional manager of Perfect 
Match, a dating service with an office in downtown 
Fort Worth, said compatibility is a big part of attrac- 
tion. 

"We do everything by hand," she said. "We invite 
people face-to-face to meet. Most of the younger 
people are worried about looks, while the older 
people are more concerned with compatibility." 

Horton said there are several do's and don'ts of 
dating, but attraction is a special thing. 

"People can flirt," she said, "But beauty is 
always in the eye of the beholder." 

w 
By Jimmy Nam 
STAFF REPORTER 

Along with boxes of chocolate and 
stuffed animals, flowers are a staple 
gift bestowed on women on 
Valentine's Day. While red roses are 
often the bouquet of choice, other 
roses smell and have a meaning just 
as sweet. 

Sarah Mullen, salesperson at TCU 
Florist, said Valentine's Day is the 
biggest day of the year for flower 
shops. 

"It is Super Bowl Day for lovers," 
she said. "It is our game." 

She said Valentine's Day is a 
"men's Holiday" because they are 
calling and sending flowers. 

"About 75 percent of calls are from 
men, sending flowers to their girl- 
friends and wives," Mullen said. 

According to TCU Florist, differ- 
ent color roses have their own mean- 

ings. A red rose is known to signify 
passion and love, and it also means 
respect. Yellow roses represent 
friendship and joy, and white roses 
represent innocence and secrecy. 
Coral roses represent desire, light 
pink roses are for grace and joy, dark 
pink roses are for thankfulness, laven- 
der roses are for enchantment and 
orange roses represent fascination. 

There are also hundreds of names 
assigned to roses of different hues, 
sizes and shapes. Roses have also 
been named after famous people and 
places. 

A Sterling rose is a purplish rose 
that became famous after the movie, 
"Better Roses." Raphaela rose is 
another type of rose that has a gor- 
geous rose head. 

All different colors of roses are the 
same price, but depending on design 
and special orders, they will cost dif- 

ferently, Mullen said. 
She said that traditionally, most 

men send a dozen or a half dozen red 
roses. On the TCU campus, the com- 
mon flower delivered is three flowers 
in a mixed arrangement. Three roses 
are the right amount and size for a 
dorm room and very affordable for 
TCU students, Mullen said. 

Other flowers have also become 
popular in Valentine's bouquets. 

"In the mixture arrangement, tulips 
are very popular, snapdragon is often 
used in the mixture, and lisianthus is 
also popular," Mullen said. 

Mullen also said bad experiences 
in past years have caused some men 
to think ahead. She said two men 
ordered flowers a week early because 
they had an unfortunate catastrophe 
last year. 

"I had two guys come in today and 
say, '1 learned my lesson last year. I 

forgot and I am not going to do that 
again'," she said. 

A dozen roses on Valentine's Day 
will run from $60 to $90 plus applic- 
able delivery charges at most florists. 

At TCU Florist, located at 3131 S. 
University Drive, a dozen roses costs 
$79.95 plus delivery charges. A half 
dozen roses costs $44.95. Three roses 
costs about $25. 

People who send flowers also send 
stuffed animals and candy with their 
orders, Mullen said. 

Mullen said there are generally 
three reasons men send flowers to 
women: to apologize to their lovers, 
to be thoughtful and to celebrate 
birthdays or anniversaries. 

Most flower shops are closed on 
Sunday, but the TCU Florist will open 
this Sunday for those lovers who 
postponed their Valentine's day 
preparation. 

young woman. Guys want to be 
romantic Romeos. We want to make 
our women feel like queens on "her 
day," but most of us don't know 
what to do or how to do it. I'm not a 
pro at relationships, nor am I Dr. 
Ruth, but I've got a couple of sug- 
gestions for all you wanna-be- 
Romeos. 

This is for all of the fellas who 
are in a relationship and the guys 
who are trying to woo that special 
someone. No matter how long you 
two have been together, you still 
should make her feel like the apple 
of your eye. Maybe you haven't had 
your first date; you should still treat 
her with respect and compassion to 
show her you think she is the bomb. 
Think of things that really "melt her 
butta." Preparation is the key to a 
great Valentine's Day experience. 

Roses are normal on V-Day, and 
if you go this route, you should get 
them in assorted colors. When she 
asks what the deal is with all of the 
different colors, pick out a unique 
quality about her; be it her personal- 
ity, features or whatever you think is 
unique, and tell her what each of her 
characteristics represents in the 
flowers. You don't necessarily have 

I to do this. Many girls have told me 
a dozen or half dozen of beautiful 

j red roses would suit them just fine. 
* You can gel an exotic bouquet to 
deviate from traditional flower 
offerings. If it takes a lot of search- 
ing for you to get them, it will show 
your lady how much time you spent 
trying to please her. 

Now comes the question of 
flower shop delivery or delivery by 
hand. 

If you send them via delivery 
man, try to have them delivered 
straight to her door, preferably at a 
time she's in the room. 

If the by-hand option is your 
choice, be prepared to serenade her 
with a sweet little ballad, play a 
romantic selection on the guitar or 
have a hand written poem titled, 
"It's All About You" memorized. 

Get sentimental. Get romantic. 
Girls like creativity and originality. 

They also like when you spend 
time on them so in planning for this 
date do things that require effort: 
Make a candle-light dinner for two 
(something hard, not just spaghetti) 
and her favorite dessert. Rent a 
movie that she loves and pamper her 
as much as she likes while y'all are 
watching it. 

Go for a walk at sunset and stay 
to view the stars (it would also help 
if you could identify some of them). 

If money is no object, go to Eagle 
Mountain Lake and rent a sail boat 
and have a picnic on the lake. 

But no matter where or how you 
celebrate Valentine's Day, make 
sure good music is on to set the 
scene. Suggestions: Brian 
McKnight, R. Kelly, Boyz II Men, 
Babyface, Barry White, Vince Gill, 
Frank Sinatra. 

Make her feel like royalty. Based 
on what I've heard and experienced, 
that's what women like. 

If she wants the sun, shine it her 
way. If she wants a back-rub then 
have your hands on call. Never stop 
trying to impress her, especially if 
you know the feeling is there 
between the two of you. Make her 
feel like it's a holiday, not just 
another day of the year. At the end 
of the date tell her (truthfully) that 
you can't wait to see her again. 
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Oscar nominations hold surprises 
By Mitch Youngblood 
WEEKEND EDITOR 

When you heard the above 
nominations, did you say, "huh?" 
I sure did. ll reminded me of the 
1996 Oscars when independent 
films crushed the studios in the 
number of nominations. This year 
it was deservedly so, but seeing 
"Elizabeth" instead of either "Out 
of Sight" or "Prince of Egypt" 
was still a shocker. 

That's not to say I didn't like 
the nominations. Quite the con- 
trary. I was surprised this year 
because I usually hate most of the 
films that get nominated, but this 
year "The Thin Red Line" is the 
only one I can say I loathed. 

"Life is Beautiful" essentially 
got the "II Postino" spot (which 
should have gone to "Waking Ned 
Devine") and "Saving Private 
Ryan" was a given since it was a 
"serious" Steven Spielberg film. 
But "The Thin Red Line"?! 
Why?! Did the nomination com- 
mittee actually believe it to be as 
great as the marketing campaign 
makes it out to be? "Godzilla" 
was more enjoyable. Wait, that's 
pushing it. 

Best Picture could be 
"Shakespeare in Love" because I 
think "Ryan" and "Line" could 
cancel each other out. Remember, 
this is the same group that gave 
the award to "The' Silence of the 
Lambs" and "Forrest Gump" so 

anything       is      possible.      If 
"Shakespeare" starts sweeping, 
look for Spielberg to go home 
empty-handed.   I   wouldn't 
mind seeing Maddon take it 
but   Spielberg,   I   think, 
deserves  it   more  even 
though  "Shakespeare" 
was a better film than 
"Ryan." 

The    acting    cate- 
gories  are   where  the 
real races are going to 
be this year, except for 
Best Supporting Actress 
which Dame Judi Dench 
should   take   easily.   She 
wasn't   in   "Shakespeare" 
for very long, but whenev- 
er she appeared she domi- 
nated    the     screen    and 
brought out the best in the 
surrounding   cast   mem- 
bers. 

Ed Harris did the same 
for "The Truman Show," a 
surprising omission from 
the     Best     Picture 
race, but regardless 
of  who  wins   in 
this category I'll 
be happy. For the 
record, my money 
is on Harris-. 
Tom 

Hanks gave 
the kind of 
stupendous 
performance 

cftl '- 

'Saving Private Ryan" that 
you wish had a separate cate- 

gory all by itself. Should 
he win his third Oscar this 
decade I'll be the first to 
toast him. But Ian 

McKellen is getting 
strong buzz for his 
performance in "Gods 
and Monsters" so he 

could be a dark horse. 
For Best Director, I 

wish Malick wasn't 
there. I look at the list of 
nominees, and I keep 
shaking my head wonder- 
ing why "The Thin Red 
Line" got any nominations 
outside of Best 
Cinematography. Malick 
should be killed for this 
movie, not honored. 

But this race is going to 
come down to Spielberg for 
"Ryan"  and John   Maddon 
for  "Shakespeare."   I   have 

no idea who'll get it, but 
once the race heats up 

in March, we'll give 
you  our   final   pre- 
dictions. Please 

bear in mind that I've 
been     95      percent 

accurate     on     my 
picks for the last 
seven   years,  so 
my ego thinks I 
know what I'm 

talking about. 

Oscar Nominations 
Best Picture 
1. S;i\inc, I'rbute \<\ an 1 
2. Shakespeare in l.o\e "M 
t. Kli/aheth 
4. Life is Beautiful *{ 5. The Thin Red Line y\ 

Best Vclor \ ) 
1. Roberto Bcnigni 
2. lum Hanks '•*-w 3. Ian McKellen 
4. Nick Nolle - *-¥ 5. Liluarri Norton ^ 

i 
Best Actress ^ 1. (ate Blanche!! rT^ 
2. Fernanda Montenegro Hi ,t. (fuvneth Paltrovi 
4. Meryl Streep \mi 
5. Kmils Watson 

Best Supporting \ctor ' '\ 1. James C'ohurn .* r\ 
2. Robert Duvall .* w 
4. (ienfrm Rush . i', 
5. Biltt Boh Thornton .          r( 

Best Supporting \clress ,1         ^ 
1. Kath} Bates 1 ftf,                                ^^ 
2. Uremia 111. linn ^ r— ' ^^ 
.V.ludi Dencli 
4. Rachel (.riflillis r          * 
5. Li mi Redgrmc 

Best Director _ 
1. Roberto Benigni -<4 9      ':            -4k   Ml                _^fl| 
2. Sleien Spielberg 
1  John Maddon J^ rt*.                  ^^* 
4. Terence Malick 

— 
5. Peter Weir 

Net becomes ultimate mall 
By Guy Bickers 
SKIFF STAFF 

Well, I'm popular enough here to not 
have my column killed yet, so here we 
go off into the Web and all of its won- 
ders. This week I decided to go with a 
theme more befitting TCU: shopping. E- 
Commerce. or buying stuff on the web, 
has become big business, and companies 
are noticing. If you want to buy it, odds 
are it's on the web somewhere. 

Internet 
Warning: Before buying anything on 

the web. download the 128-bit versions 
of Netscape or Internet Explorer! The 
standard encryption IS breakable! 

eBay 
(www.ebay.com) 

For those surfers who like auctions. 
eBay became famous as the hottest 
Internet stock on the big boards last 
month. People are frantically buying up 
shares of this online auction house. You 
name it, eBay's got it. From stuffed ani- 
mals to PC hardware, eBay auctions 
have almost everything ever made for 
sale. Beware though, if yours is the high- 
est bid you have to buy it or risk being 
banned from the auctions forever. 

Amazon.com 
(www.amazon.com) 

For book-lovers, music-lovers and 
film buffs. Amazon.com (yes, that's the 

real name) is an enormous online book- 
store with almost every title in print 
available. It also stocks music and video 
titles, catering to everyone's whims. It is 
a busy site, however, so be prepared to 
wait as it loads, even on a network. 

elnet Shopper 
(www.shopper.com) 

For people who live on the bleeding 
edge of technology, clnet does every- 
thing else high-tech, so why not a shop- 
bot? (Just for reference, a bot is a pro- 
gram that hunts the web for certain 
things and a shopbot looks for low 
prices.) For computer hardware, this is 
the best shopbot around. You choose a 
category, then a specific item and then 
read the list. Shopper lists prices by 
company so you get better prices as you 
go down the list. If you know just what 
you want, this is the best site there is. 
However, one site always outdoes the 
rest: 

Buy.Com 
(www.buy.com) 

See Shopper. Buy.Com is my favorite 
shopping site on the web. Not only does 
it have PC parts, but also DVD's, soft- 
ware and games. My favorite feature 
here is BuyVideos since all DVD's are 
heavily discounted. (Yes, I am a geek.) 
Every item has a description as well as 
photos so you can see what you're buy- 
ing. Another nice touch is that the ware- 
house is in Dallas. I ordered a scanner 

from Buy.Com and allotted a week for it 
to arrive, but it was at my apartment in 2 
days! (Don't pay for express delivery.) 

Cybermall 
(www.cybermall.com) 

For Mall-Rats. Cybermall has collect- 
ed thousands of online sites of major 
retailers. From J. Crew to Land's End, 
whatever you're looking for is here 
somewhere. The site is a tad confusing 
(everything really interesting is under 
Hot Stores) but convenient. Most major 
sites have thorough catalogs with all the 
illustrations you could want. You can 
either order online or call a company's 
toll-free number. 

Action Ace 
(www.actionace.com) 

For toy fans. Those of us who never 
grew out of our fascination with action 
figures and Japanese robots will love this 
place. Everything offered is illustrated, 
and there are some surprising finds. The 
selection isn't great, but what they do 
have is exceptional. 

That's all for now folks. I hope you 
can find at least one site here to spend 
money at. Again, be sure you have 128- 
bit encryption installed before sending 
out your credit card number. If you find 
anything interesting out there, send the 
address to webcolumn@hotmail.com. 
Have fun spending the money you don't 
have! I know I will. 

Skiff 
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Save money, bid fcHey Album9 a quick goodbye 
ByCC 
SKIFF STAFF 

The Marvelous} might hope 
this reviewer will say its new 
release, "Hey Album." is mar- 
velous, hut that won't be happen- 
ing. If I wanted to hear trite pop 
tunes mixed with slightly torqued 
cliches, 1 would turn on the radio. 

Music 
"Hey Album" by Marvelous3 
Rlektra Entertainment 

Grade: D 

This I wanna be a cool rock- 
er '-type band that dons eyeliner, 
tattoos and the whole glam rock 
bit might have a great high school 
groupie following. But for more 
perceptive listeners, poor lyrics 
and moderately catchy alternative 
melodies will not give the band 
-.naps. 

Vlaybe I'm being too harsh, but 
for most audiences there are 
enough Matchbox 20"s and Third 
Eye Blind-type bands out there. 

Let me explain. First of all, take 
track nine, "Mrs. Jackson," and 
ask yourself what Simon and 
Garfunkcl song that reminds you 
of. Mrs. Robinson," perhaps? 
Here are some of the lyrics, so you 
decide: "How is your head Mrs. 
Jackson/ How about a pain killer 
pill or two/ I'll wait outside your 
heart/ What in the hell are they 
saying/ They'll never understand 
me or you/ And I'll wait outside 
your garage, and your house and 
vour restaurant." 

If you have any clue what the 
movie "The Graduate" is about or 
how the song "Mrs. Robinson" 
goes, then you will realize what 
the Marvelous3 insinuates is 
awfully close to what the movie 
and the song are about. And I do 
stress the word "awful" in that 
sentence. 

The next song your attention 
must be brought to is the first 
track. "You're So Yesterday." 
Begin by understanding the band 
is completely serious in this song, 
and then take a look at the lyrics: 
"I guess I met the devil, but I sure 
didn't know no better/ You were 
cool as hell like e-mail, but still 
timeless like a letter/ As I sit and I 
stare at the satanic glare, on the 
glass frame in front of your face/ 
You're alone on the shelf, yelling, 
"Look at yourself"/ I feel like 
Bobby Brady breaking in a vase." 
No comment. 

What's amazing is that every 
song's lyrics are this cheesy and 
poorly-written. The next thing that 
really amazes me is the music 
itself is just as bad. Yes, they can 
play in tune, but how many people 
really want to hear a mix of 
Journey and Third Eye Blind? 

This band will be great on soft 
rock radio under the category, 
"Cheesy Rock Anthems" and on 
those benign mix stations under 
the category, "Already Forgotten 
and Appearing on 'Pop Up Video' 
Between Tiffany and Poison 
Mellancamp." It's harsh, but it's 
true. 

Some have likened the 
Marvelous3 to Cheap Trick as a 

SPECIAL TO THE SKIFF 

YOU LOOK MAH-VELOUS1. The members of Marvelous3, (from left) Slug, Butch and Jayce pose for their 
new album, "Hey Album." 

glam rock trio. However, this 
opinion is rather optimistic. Their 
redundancy of melody and clear 
lack of ability to write lyrics 
makes them less than appropriate 
for that comparison. Basically, it's 
like saying that Brittany Spears is 
the Madonna of the new millenni- 

um. A poor comparison if you've 
heard Spears sing. 

Perhaps, you are wondering 
how I could say such mean 
things, but I am listening to the 
"Hey Album" while I write this. 
You do not know the torture I am 
enduring. 

A promotional disclaims 
appear-- on the covet of the album 
that reads. "For promotional HOC 
only. Sale or other transfer is pro 
hibited. Must be returned on 
demand of recording company ! 
hope they demand the return of 
my copy soon. 

Influences evident throughout Plum's 'Trespassing' 
By Dank Roy 
SKIKF STAFF 

There are certain albums that sian off 
strong and never lose then focus. These are 
the few truly good records that don't sound 
like a collection of random songs, but rather 
a completed work. 

Recently, most albums have that lone 
slightly   above-average   song,   and   the 

Music 
"Trespassing" by Plum 
Carpe Diem Records 
Grade: B 

remainder is just filler. Matchbox 20, Third 
Eye Blind and Eve 6 are all bands whose 
albums have that one OK song and the rest 
of the album is. well, crap. 

\ good example of an album that sounds 
more like a completed work, however, is 
Plum's latest effort on Carpe Diem Records: 
"Trespassing." On "Trespassing," the 
Austin-based Plum specializes in well-craft- 
ed pop songs with a strong focus on melody 
and song writing present throughout the 
entire album, and not just a handful of 
songs. 

Plum's sound can only be described as 
one part Beatles, one part Replacements 

plus a small touch of Ben Folds Five The 
band creates dreamy pop sounds displaying 
beautifully written harmonics, and includes 
the typical three-piece rock outfit of guitar, 
bass and drums, but also experiments with 
other instruments such as silar, clarinet and 
even the accordion. 

A large part of Plum's appeal lies in lead 
singer/bassist Steve McAllister, who sounds 
like a White Album-era George Harrison 
meets Matthew Sweet. McAllister's lyrics 
are sometimes very straightforward and 
then at other moments are more bizarre. 
McAllister is an exceptional lyricist who 
jumps around from emotion to emotion 
throughout the record. At one point, he 
appears to have a cynical view of love, and 
then in the same song his view changes to a 
more optimistic view. 

The rest of the band also possess the same 
charm and talent McAllister displays. 
Guitarist Jon Bookout is a gifted guitar 
player who is able to create something that 
sounds both interesting and different. 
Bookout shares the songwriting duties with, 
and tends to'write in the same vein as, 
McAllister Rounding out the trio is drum- 
mer Kyle Schneider who lays down a solid 
foundation for the band. 

The album begins with the beautiful 
Beatles-esque song, "Hello Love." The song 
displays the band's many talents, especially 

the vocal power of McAllister The track's 
wonderfully written melody and strong har- 
monies arc nothing short of perfection and 
is a good Parting point fot the rest of the 
record. 

The band shows its more experimental 
side on the loud and raucous, "Not My 
Life." The ,.ong'.> distorted vocals, loud gui- 
tars and heavy-hilling drums arc in your- 
face. and the song oddly sounds much like 
the loo lighters. The two minutes of the 
song are intense and heavy, yet retains the 
band's excellent songwriting skills despite 
its loudncss. 

The album does have its few dreamy and 
out-therc moments, namely the Ben Folds 
Five-like tune. "Circus Bound." With its 
daydreanur quality lyrics and slow-rolling 
tempo. "Circus Bound' isn't the band's 
finesi hour, but it is still a really good song. 
The track is very different from the rest of 
the album in that it doesn I possess a heavy 
Beatles influence. Written by Bookout. it 
leaves the listener pondering the weird and 
almost cryptic lyrics 

The best song on the album is It's 
Good," which is reminiscent of the Posies. 
What makes this song so good is the memo- 
rable chorus in which McAllister sings. "No 
one else could ever understood/Treat ine 
like you never would/It's good." 

"Never Burned Like This" begins slowly 

and has an eerie feel. The guitars are cre- 
ative and showcase Bookout talents. On 
this track. McAllister sounds like a very 
mellow version of John Lennon. 

Save You & Me" sounds like the Eels 
with its strange lyrics and trippy-sounding 
music. The song sounds much like the 
catch} chorus of "It's Good" a-. McAllister 
sings. "Save you and me/Ever>one is crazy." 

Plum even tries to play a bit ol country on 
"Great Train Robbery." The long is actualh 
half-way decent with the addition M a horn 
section and a swinging rhythm. 

The record closes with the mclanchoh 
"Goodbye Love." The song's slowlv 
strummed acoustic guitars and love-lost 
ijrics are down right depressing The track 
MMOa like an early Replacements ballad 
with its stripped down production and 
arrangement. The song drifts along as 
McAllister quietly sings. "What nakes you 
beautiful'/Whai makes you *hine?" The 
-ong closes ver\ quietly will- McAllister 
.atering "Goodbvc Love." 

"Trespassing" ia i fine album full of great 
melodies and irresistible pop hooks 
McAllister and company prove a good 
album starts with good songs. Plum has cre- 
ated a record that never loses its direction 
from start to finish Hopefully the band will 
continue to put out albums as strong as this 
one. 
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f M£AIP5 UlCc US. The cast of "Zoe, Duncan, Jack, and Jane" (from left) David Moscow, Azura Skye, Selma Blair and 
Michael Rosenbaum take the WB network by storm. The new show is being given a heavy push by the network in an attempt 
to capture the "Dawson's Creek" crowd. 

Ah, midscason in TV land. 
Nothing feels as good as seeing horrible program- 

ming like "Costello" struck down by the thunder of 
network executives angry that their initial investments 
have not paid off in high Nielsen ratings. But then the 
joy turns to melancholy as some of the most inventive 

shows on TV, "Cupid," "Fantasy Island" and 
"Brimstone" also incur the wrath of the network gods. 

Ah, the joy of killing things that never had a 
chance. But with the mass murders of good, bad and 
ugly shows this season, a few bright spots have shown 
themselves in the form of midseason replacements. 
Oddly enough, the four top dogs are quite disparate in 
nature, ranging from mob warfare to coffee bars. 

The shows in question — "The Sopranos," "Zoe, 

Duncan, Jack, and Jane," "Dilbert" and "The PJs" — 
all push different buttons and not in the way you 
might expect. Only "ZDJJ" reminds us of the tepid 
sit-coms infesting every network (especially NBC) 
these days, but even it has its moments. Forthwith, the 
best bets so far into the season. 

The Sopranos 
This is a genuine masterpiece thus far. James 

Gandolfini should get every kind of award possible 
for being on a TV show (this one is on HBO) for his 
thunderous portrayal of New Jersey Mafia boss Tony 
Soprano. He can go from murderous, when he's stran- 
gling a snitch, to gooey-eyed, when reminiscing about 
how a flock of ducks used to reside in his pool. 

The first few episodes didn't feel like complete 
episodes. There was so much going on that when the 
episode ended. I kept expecting it to go on for anoth- 
er hour. Last week's episode, which had Tony escort- 
ing his daughter Meadow around New England col- 
leges while trying to hunt down a snitch, felt complete 
at the end, so I guess the creators are getting the hang 

of it. 
The violence and the humor are perfectly bal- 

anced, with mob hits coinciding with the self-aware 
mobsters complaining that Starbucks took their 
invention of espresso. They also argue about the 

"Godfather" movies (they refer to them as either 
"One" or "Two") and the younger gangster 

wannabees discuss "Scarface." One of the more 
interesting plotlines has Tony's Uncle Junior just 
taking over the reigns as Jersey's boss, even though 
Tony really runs things. 

But the most fascinating scenes are between Tony 
and his therapist, played by Lorraine Bracco. Since he 
can't tell her what he really does (he says he's a 
"waste management consultant") it makes for an 
interesting dance around touchy issues. This show is 
nothing short of brilliant. Grade: A 

Zoe, Duncan, Jack and Jane 
I was so skeptical of this show when it debuted on 
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^fTwam 
the WB last month it's not even funny. "ZDJJ" had 

"Seinfeld Lite" written all over it, and I am a huge fan 
of "Seinfeld," minus the last season, of course. But 
this is the network that spawned "Dawson's Creek" in 
the same spot last year, so this may become a break- 
out hit. But it needs to be moved from its current slot, 
opposite "The X-Files," as soon as possible if it wants 

to survive. 
I'd say that "ZDJJ" has a good chance to become 

a decent show, if only the writing and "clever" situ- 
ations would improve. This obsession with constant- 

ly rolling out sitcoms featuring all-white casts com- 
plaining about their problems and constantly talking 
while sitting in a restaurant, coffee bar, et al is real- 
ly beginning to annoy me. What set "Seinfeld" apart 
from the rest was how it made fun of every day life 
in its own clever way. 1 can't imagine "ZDJJ" doing 
an episode backwards, but if the writers will wake 
up, then they'll realize that capable talent has been 
there all along. 

Selma Blair plays Zoe to perfection. She's the one 
everything revolves around (a.k.a. "Jerry"), and her 
interaction with the group is unforced and feels natur- 
al. Brother-sister team Jack and Jane (Michael 
Rosenbaum and Azura Skye) have a great rapport 
between them, and their timing is beautiful. They 
managed to really score some zingers last week when 
a friend played by Charlie O'Connell ("Sliders") 
caused the group to reassess themselves. With the 
threat of their foursome becoming a twosome, 
Duncan (David Moscow) and Jane went to extremes 
to get rid of the friend. 

I'm not sure where Moscow fits into the scheme of 
the show. Right now he's like the black sheep of the 
family but he can be very funny. I hope the show gets 
sharper fast because in this day and age, if the show 
isn't an instant hit, then it gets killed. This is one that 
deserves a chance, but only if the writing gets better. 

Grade: B 

Dilbert 
Now who says work can't be any fun? Well, the 

majority of the world actually ... but fortunately 
someone set out to prove this planet wrong. Turning 
the dismal corporate realm into a land of humor 

isn't an easy task, but Scott Adams took it upon 
himself and succeeded in the new animated show 
"Dilbert." 

Based on Adams' highly popular and entertaining 
comic*strip of the same name. "Dilbert" moves to 
prime time with the intent to trailblaze new areas of 
comedy much like "The Simpsons" did so many won- 
derful years ago. Granted, "Dilbert" attempts to work 
on a different level than our favorite yellow-skinned 
family, but office humor has a style all its own. 

Focusing on your stereotypical, cubical-filled 
workplace, the idea is to turn the seeming anti- 

funny environment into a place where dry humor 
and the out-of-the-ordinary run rampant. The main 
character (ironically named Dilbert) plugs along 
each day with his co-workers Wally and Alice 
while they face the daily grind of engineering. The 
laughs come when you realize the show is a com- 
plete farce of the working world that we all will be 
involved in someday. We'd better laugh now while 

we still can. 
If you've ever read the comic strip you'll realize 

this show won't appeal to everyone. It has a mocking 
edge that will take some prior knowledge of an office 
atmosphere for the visual gags and quick verbal jokes 
to sink in. It may take a few times to get into the mind- 
set this show requires, but rest assured that an engi- 

neer's life has never been this funny. 
The hilarious situations Dilbert encounters while 

struggling with his mindless boss, battling the evil 

marketing department or simply dealing with his 
highly intelligent dog, Dogbert, prove that life doesn't 
have to be all work and no play. Given the recycled 
concepts in TV sitcoms these days, "Dilbert" is like 
getting an office with a window. I think you're due for 
a promotion from the mediocrity of prime time; take 

a coffee break and catch this show. Grade: A- 

The PJs 
If you had a million dollars burning a hole in your 

pocket, would you consider spending it to produce a 
television show that utilizes small models and some- 
thing called "foamation?" Well, while we can think of 
other things to do with that kind of dough (buy your 
textbooks perhaps?), FOX decided to fund a new 

approach to comedy with "The PJs." 
Eddie Murphy provides the humoristic fuel behind 

this show about an inner-city superintendent named 
Thurgood Stubbs and his dealings with his tenants 
and the rough neighborhood he lives in. A gruff man- 
ager who will unclog a sink as quick as he'll share a 
piece of his mind, Thurgood is a modern day Ralph 
Kramden with a load of sarcastic quips that puts "The 

Honeymooner's" star to shame. 
The basic concept behind this series is a comedic 

viewpoint of a place where few (if any) shows have 
dared to venture: the housing projects of the inner- 
city. Surprisingly, a light-hearted strategy is taken 
with Thurgood's confrontations with drug dealers, 

grouchy tenants and marital squabbles with his wife 

Muriel. 
At first this show might look like a side-effect from 

"The California Raisins," but this unexplored concept 

of a comedy in the projects gives "The PJs" fresh new 
ideas and humoristic potential. Like "Dilbert," it may 
not be your cup of lea, but any show with a new angle 
on comedy is always worth a look. Grade: B 

Reviews by Mitch Youngblood and Justin Roche 

rfOi> LUCK.. James Gandolfini 
(left) stars in The Sopranos" on 
HBO, which is the strongest show on 
TV right now. Eddie Murphy lends his 
voice to the claymanon character 
Thurgood Stubbs in "The PJs" 
(below). Both shows push the enve- 
lope with regards to violence and toi- 
let humor, but both also place a high 
degree of emphasis on family values 
The Sopranos" avoids getting mired 
in violent mob cliches by treating the 
subject matter as seriously with 
everyday facts of life adding humor 
to the tense situations. "The PJs" 
treats life in the projects seriously, 
but shows that humor can help 
make the day seem brighter. 
PHOTOS SPECIAL TO THF SKIFF 
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Unlike history class, this 'Past' is fun 
Silverstone and Fraser make Wilson's 
new film a blast for movie-goers 
By Darren Thlesleld 
SKIFF .STAFF 

Are you are looking for a lighthearted. ainus- 
,,ig and enlenammg movie? Then try director 
ilugh Wilson's latest project. "Blast from the 
Past," a unique comedy that exaggerates the 
Cuban missile crisis. After Kennedy announces 
to the nation that a soviet nuclear attack is imtni- 
lent, the Webber family takes drastic measures 
!'or the future. 

Movie 
"Blast from the Past" 
New Line 
Rated PG-13 

Grade: B+ 

Calvin Webber (Christopher Walken) is cer- 
tain the United Slates will suffer a catastrophic 
nuclear attack. To prepare, he secretly spends 
years building a fallout shelter and after 
Kennedy's national address, and he and his wife 
Helen (Sissy Spacek) move underground with 
the intent to stay there until the above world is 
free of radioactivity. 

They remain in the shelter for 35 years, trying 
to live normally and give birth to a son Adam 
(Brendan Fraser). When supplies begin to run 
out, however, it is up to Adam to venture to the 
surface and bring back the needed items to save 
his parents. 

When he emerges where the sun does shine. 
Adam meets Eve (Alicia Silverstone), a stun- 
ning gal who is immersed in the world Adam 
has just discovered. Adam longs to experience 
his new world and takes Eve and Eve's room- 
mate Troy (Dave Foley) along for the eye-open 
ing ride. The film earns its title when Adam tries 

to dance at a local Los Angeles nightclub. To 
Troy and Eve's dismay, Adam takes to the dance 
floor and stuns the crowd with his dance moves, 
leaving all the girls breathless. This scene is one 
of the most enjoyable in the movie because it 
begins the conflict between the two as Eve 
begins to grow fond of Adam. 

To complicate matters, three more girls show 
interest in Adam's suave personality. Thus a bat- 
ile for the affection of Adam begins. Of course 
ihis scenario is somewhat predictable, but till 
offers enough originality to make it interesting. 

Overall, this is a fast-moving movie full of 
witty scenes. The cast works well together. 
Walken gives a commendable performance as 
the bizarre father. Fraser is fresh and energetic 
as the naive Adam, while Silverstone plays the 
stereotypical California girl with an attitude It 
seems all she needs is a dorky, suave, polite guy 
from the '60s to break her shell. 

The most notable performance, however, 
goes to Spacek for her portrayal as Adam's 
mother. Spacek steals the show with her nutty 
and zany character who longs for the outside, 
but with her obsessed scientist husband that 
dream seems unlikely. Her portrayal gets more 
interesting when she longs for a drink, and a 
humorous scene has her asking to stop by the 
liquor store to buy her enough supplies to "last 
her." 

"Blast from the Past" is an enjoyable film. 
The jokes are fresh, the cast is wonderful and 
director Hugh Wilson takes the audience on a 
lighthearted comic adventure from the '60s to 
the '90s. Although the "guy misplaced in time" 
concept is similar to "Austin Powers," Fraser 
gives an entertaining performance in his own 
right. "Blast from the Past" offers a warm- 
hearted, exciting ride that takes you on a trip 
where history meets comedy and results in 
entertainment. 

FLASHBACK. Alicia Silverstone (left) helps Brendan Fraser cope 
he's been in a bomb shelter for 30 years in "Blast From the Past." 

SPECIAL TO THE SKIFF 

with the '90s after 

Few laughs make 'Something' not worth saving 
By Mitch Youngblood 
WEEKEND EDrrOH 

"There's Something About Mary 
but I'll be damned if I know what it 
is. From the numerous stalkers after 
Cameron Diaz's tide character, it has 
to be something she exudes. But if 
the people chasing her are the best 
she can do, I'd suggest changing 
deodorants. 

Video 
'There's Something About 

Mary" 
Twentieth Century Fox 

Rated R 
Grade: C+ 

SPECIAL TO THE SKIFF 

ZIPPER TROUBLE. Ted (Ben Stiller) gets taken to the hospital after 
having some personal trouble In There's Something About Mary." 

I hesitate to call this a "film" 
since it in no way resembles high- 
class. Mary is a sweet girl who 
every guy dreams about. So when 
nerd Ted (Ben Stiller) lands her for 
his prom date, he's thrilled. His 
dreams are derailed after an acci- 
dent in Mary's home that's too per- 

sonal to go into here. 
Thirteen years later. Ted still pines 

for Mary, enough to hire private eye 
Pat (Matt Dillon) to find her. When 
Pat falls for her, Ted tries to win her 
back, even though she hasn't seen 
him for over a decade. 

By now, everyone has probably 
heard about the gross-out humor that 
dominates the movie. Granted, some 
of it is funny, and I found myself 
laughing in spite of my intense dislike 
for toilet humor. 

The opening sequence in which 
Ted gets, uh, "stuck" while zipping 
up was mildly amusing at best. The 
funnier joke was the paramedics 
dropping him. That sequence is 
indicative of There's Something 
About Mary." Writer-directors Peter 
and Bobby Farrelly throw so many 
jokes at the screen you have to pick 
which ones are funny. 

This isn't refined comedy by any 
means, although the Greek chorus (in 
the form of two low-rent musicians) 
was inventive. And anytime someone 
on-screen fights with an obvious 
dummy/stuffed   animal,   I   laugh 

uncontrollably The two scenes with 
the dog. the fust when Pat knocks it 
out and tries to resuscitate it, and the 
second when the dog (who's high on 
speed) attacks Ted. had me laughing 
so hard I was crying. 

If the rest of die movie had been 
this funny, I'd say the Farrellys ore 
improving (from the scattershot 
"Dumb & Dumber" and the dismal 
"Kingpin"). Since it's not, they're still 
average filmmakers with really sick 
senses of humor. 

Everyone kept hyping this movie 
up as one of the funniest dicks ot last 
year. God, do 1 wish (hat hype equaled 
substance. "There's Something About 
Mary" definitely fits the bill of all 
marketing, no product. 

Humor, like beauty, may be n ihe 
eye of the beholder, but the Farrellys 
seem to think it's beerholuer. Tieir 
sense of humor can best be found at 
the bottom of the barrel along with 
their "inventive" ideas. But like most 
hacks, some good ideas slip through 
the cracks of bad taste. It's just too 
bad there weren't more of them in 
"There's Something About Mary." 
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Stars sparkle 
'In a Bottle' 
By Lindsay Williams 
SKIFF STAFF 

If you're searching for a good 
romanlic film to take your big date 
this weekend, look no further. 
"Message In A Bottle" takes on the 
question "Does fate really exist?" 
and for the first time, a film answers 
with "yes." 

Editor's 
%mchoice 

Film 
"Message in a Bottle" 
Warner Bros. 

Rated PG-13 
Grade: B+ 

Theresa Noble's (Robin Wright 
Penn) life revolves around two 
things since her divorce: her son 
and her job as a reporter at the 
Chicago Tribune. To take a break 
from all the stress of city life. 
Theresa goes to the East Coast and 
makes a discovery that changes 
everything. While jogging, she finds 
a bottle that has washed up on the 
beach. The letter is filled with feel- 
ings of love and sorrow, apologies, 
wishes and dreams and is simply 
signed   "G."   Theresa's   mission 

becomes finding the writer of this 
touching letter. 

This mysterious composition 
brings her to the doorstep of Garret 
Blake (Kevin Costner). a boat reno- 
vator living on the coast of North 
Carolina. When they meet, Garret 
and Theresa know they are starting 
something special. The first few 
days are awkward for Theresa, who 
knows nothing about boats, and for 
Garret, who is awkward with 
romance since his wife passed away. 

Garret's father. Dodge (Paul 
Newman), tries to make his son real- 
ize what he has right in front of him. 
At first, Theresa doesn't bring up the 
subject of the letter to spare Garret's 
feelings keep from digging any 
deeper into his past. After several 
days together, Theresa has to return 
to Chicago and leave Garret behind. 
But these two mismatched people 
seem to find their way back to each 
other despite the great distance. 

"Message In A Bottle" has a 
strong leading lady with Penn as the 
main role. The cast is small but fits 
together perfectly with Penn holding 
all the characters together. She has 
been in other movies ("The Princess 
Bride" and "Forrest Gump") but for 
the first time she brings real talent, 
beauty and gracefulness to the 
screen that hasn't been seen in a 
long time. Her charisma will draw 
you into the movie. 

SAIL AWAY, SAIL AWAY. Kevin Costner and Robin Wright Penn sail 
Bottle." 

Costner stars as the leading male 
a few years after his performance in 
"Tin Cup." His character in that 
movie is very similar with his role 
as Garret. Actually, it's too similar. 
He plays a dumb-witted, lonely man 
with the personality of a 5-year-old 
boy, but he still manages to capture 
the audience with his cute sense of 
humor and smile. Costner also pro- 
duced the film, and after seeing this 

movie,   I   think   Costner   should 
switch to producing. 

And finally, there is Newman, 
who not only provides powerful 
emotions for the audience, but 
humor, too. The funny moments in 
this film appear infrequently, but 
they all are filled with hilarious one- 
liners from Newman. His role in 
this film is much like his portrayal 
of a father who has a difficult time 
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the ocean blue in "Message in a 

relating to his  son  in  "Nobodv's 
Fool." 

Although this movie might not 
have the ending that you arc looking 
for. it is still worth your money. I 
would call it an old-fashioned 
romanlic movie with a touch of 
humor. The acting is natural, the 
characters are lovable and the story 
is intriguing. It's perfect for you and 
your valentine to see. 

'Rushmore' star new to showbiz 
By Mitch Youngblood 
WEEKEND EDITOR 

Jason Schwartzman is calling from a 
bus the Touchstone public relations 
department has obtained. He and the PR 
people are enroute to Austin, just one 
more stop on a whirlwind tour of pub- 
licity for Schwartzman's first film. 

SPECIAL TO THE SKIFF 

GRAVE REMINDER. Jason Schwartzman (right) 
mutt figbt Bill Murray for the affections of a teacher 
In "Rushmore." 

Schwartzman stars in "Rushmore." a 
new comedy from Texan writer-director 
Wes Anderson, who co-wrote the 
screenplay with friend Owen Wilson. 
They were responsible for the fantastic- 
indie flick, "Bottle Rocket," which was 
filmed in Dallas and co-starred James 
Caan, a story about three friends who try 
to become wanted criminals but after 
knocking over a book store (their dis- 
guises were band aids on their noses) no 
one comes after them because no one 
cares. 

"Rushmore" centers on Max Fischer 
(Schwartzman). a student at Rushmore 
Academy who is the editor of both the 
school newspaper and the yearbook, 
president of the German. French, Chess 
and Astronomy clubs, captain of the 
fencing and debate teams and director of 
the Max Fischer Players, an acting 
troupe for which he writes plays about 
war, police corruption and so on. 

But are Max and Jason alike at all? 

"Kinda," Schwartzman said. "I wrote 
plays, too, when I was young and had 
crushes on older girls. I'm sexier, and 
he's smarter. I've got the body, and he's 
got the brains." 

In "Rushmore," Fischer's idealic 
lifestyle is interrupted when he is placed 
on sudden-death academic probation (for 
all his achievements, he's one of the 
worst students in the school) and he falls 
in love with a first grade teacher named 
Miss Cross (Olivia Williams). The real 
problems begin when his benefactor. Mr. 
Blume (Bill Murray) also falls for Miss 
Cross, thus instigating a war between 
them for Miss Cross's affections. 

Critics have been almost universal in 
their praise of "Rushmore." It was a sur- 
prise that Murray wasn't nominated for 
an Oscar earlier this week, but the 
Academy has a tendency to snub 
comedic performers. Most publications, 
ranging from "Entertainment Weekly" 
to "Rolling Stone." have lavished acco- 
lades on the film and its star. But 
Schwartzman has not let the thrill of 
instant fame go to his head quite yet. 

Schwartzman comes" across as a level- 
headed kid who's enjoying the good life, 
but he disagrees. 

"[People] still treat me like hell," 
Schwartzman said. 

He also said that, despite being inter- 
ested in theater, nothing as big as 
"Rushmore" ever came his way. 

"I was only in a high school play, and 
it was really small and horrible." 
Schwartzman said. "It was nowhere near 
as big as the play in the movie." 

How Schwartzman obtained the role 
of Max is an interesting story. With one 
month prior to the start of principle pho- 
tography, and with all the roles cast, the 
film makers were still missing their 
leading actor. The production held cast- 
ing calls all around New England, across 
the country and even posted requests on 
the Internet. Then San Francisco-based 
casting director Davia Nelson met 
Schwartzman at a Bay area party. 

At the audition. Schwartzman felt he 
was being inventive by dressing nicely 
and wearing a blazer. When he got to the 
audition he saw 10 other guys wearing 
the same outfit. The key difference, 
however, was that Schwartzman had 
made his own Rushmore-like prep 
badge. 

"I went to the Salvation Army and just 
got some patch stuff," Schwartzman 
said. "Me and my friend, Mike, got a 
magic marker and just made a big 'R' on 
it." 

That badge was what locked 
Anderson onto Schwartzman. And now 
he's in the big time. He doesn't have any 
definite plans for the future, but he does 
know what kinds of films he wants to 
make. 

"Good ones," Schwartzman said. 
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TCU  Bookstore 
book of the week 

By Kami Lewis 
SKIFF STAFF 

How do you cope with the 
knowledge thai your ancestors 
were responsible for the bondage 
and mistreatment of thousands of 
black people? For many 
European-Americans, the answer 
is to gloss over the harsh realities 
and keep from dwelling on the 
gory details. But for the Ball fam- 
ily of Charleston, S.C. the issue is 
less nebulous. 

For 167 years they owned 
about 4.000 slaves on 12 planta- 
tions with some branches of the 
family making huge profits in 
slave dealing and trading. The 
legacy of the Ball and other 
Southern families is one of past 
generations having lived as lords 
over huge portions of the South. 
To Edward Ball, the remembered 
glory is not enough. In his 
remarkable non-fiction work, 
"Slaves in the Family," Ball sets 
out to uncover the truth behind 
white legend and the fabled 
veneer of popular misconception. 
In the process, he tracks down the 
descendants of six families whose 
ancestors had been owned by the 
Ball dynasty. 

Ball, the son of a Southern cler- 
gy man, knows the former rice 
fields of the Ball dynasty only 
from the yearly family reunions 
and tours of the silent, moldering 
plantations. But using extensive 
records including letters, city 
accounts, personal interviews and 
slave lists. Ball is able to piece 
together a remarkable picture of 
the way life was for the slaves and 
masters of the Ball history. 

The Ball family was founded in 
America in 1689 with the arrival 
of Elias Ball, who inherited his 
uncles' tiny homestead, 
Comingtee, outside of Charleston. 
He inherited a handful of slaves 
along with the property, and by 
the time of his death he had risen 
to the status of autocrat in his tiny 
world. He had enough slaves to 
give them away to his toddler-age 
grandchildren. The family mar- 
ried into the surrounding families, 
and by the mid 1700s, had a flour- 
ishing hierarchy of money, land 
and slaves. 

Ball begins tracking the slaves 
from their first appearance in fam- 
ily accounts, follows their descen- 
dants through the generations of 
mistreatment, the turbulence and 
relocation after the Revolution 
and Civil wars and finishes with 
an update formed from numerous 
interviews with the living descen- 
dants he has met. 

Two of the six slave families, 
the Poyas and the Harlestons, can 
be traced through records as 
Ball's blood relations. The Poyas 
family can be traced back to the 
census of 1880 when Frederick 
Poyas, child of an African slave 
and Ball master, was recorded as 

living (freed) near a family planta- 
tion with his five children. They 
are designated as mulatto. His 
descendants alive today number 
about 50 and still keep in touch 
with one another. 

The Harleston descendants can 
trace their ancestry back to the 
common-law marriage between 
another slave and a Ball "bache- 
lor." The five children of the black 
mistress went on to multiply and 
today their descendants are pros- 
pering. 

The Gadsen family still lives in 
the region, descendants of a slave 
named Angola Amy. They have 
the rare distinction of knowing 
where in Africa they came from. 
Angola Amy was bought in 1736 
by Elias "Red Cap" Ball. Today, 
262 years later, her descendants 
still live in the vicinity to which 
she was brought. 

The Martin family can be 
traced back to 1756 to a girl 
named Pricilla whose descendants 
were freed by Yankee forces. 
They later went on to obtain and 
support black education. 

In addition to the personal sto- 
ries relating to Ball's unique situ- 
ation, much of the book deals 
with background topics of interest 
to any amateur historian. He 
delves into such details as the 
housing situation for most slaves, 
the average life span of a slave, 
various traditional African voca- 
tions, their impact on American 
economy and much, much more. 

"Slaves in the Family" blends 
an amazing mass of sheer histori- 
cal knowledge with poignant 
memories and stories from both 
the white and black families 
involved. On the white side of the 
spectrum, family opinion of Ball's 
quest ranges from outright anger 
and fear to ambivalence, blind 
optimism and support. In the 
black descendants who Ball 
encounters, attitudes range from 
pessimism and total bitterness to 
gratitude, tentative approval and 
unwavering support. 

Edward Ball's skill in blending 
historical data and personal 
accounts earned him the National 
Book Award along with reviews 
of "Gripping," "Brilliant" and 
"Powerful." To those raves I 
would add thought-provoking and 
impressive. While at times Ball's 
account is hard to follow as he 
travels the tangled limbs of family 
trees, his segues from present to 
past and back again are seamless. 
Ball uses imaginative descriptions 
to fill in research gaps that are 
well within the realms of proba- 
bility and are decidedly colorful. 

Ball jumps into the racial 
divide feet first, with his hands 
extended in friendship and wel- 
come, to a new place where the 
past is acknowledged and old 
acquaintances are renewed. 
Grade: A. 

Calendar <&:    Events 
Calendar 
Friday, Feb. 12 
FW/D Ballet: Paquita and Carmina 

Burana, 8 p.m. 
Pocket Sandwich Theatre: "The 

Murders in the Rue Morgue," 
8 p.m. 

Dallas Symphony Orchestra: 
Meyerson Symphony Center, 
8 p.m. 

Lyric Stage: "The Human Comedy," 
8 p.m. 

Saturday, Feb. 13 
FW/D Ballet: Paquita and Carmina 

Burana, 8 p.m. 
Pocket Sandwich Theatre: "The 

Murders in the Rue Morgue," 
8 p.m. 

Dallas Symphony Orchestra: 
Meyerson Symphony Center, 
8 p.m. 

Lyric Stage: "The Human Comedy," 
8 p.m. 

Sunday, Feb. 14 
FW/D Ballet: Paquita and Carmina 

Burana, 2 p.m. 
Dallas Symphony Orchestra: 

Meyerson Symphony Center, 
2 p.m. 

Lyric Stage: "The Human Comedy," 
2:30 p.m. 

Tuesday, Feb. 16 
The Moiseyev Dance Company: 

Bass Hall, 8 p.m. 

Friday. Feb. 19 
Pocket Sandwich Theatre: "Crimes 

of the Heart," 8 p.m. 
Fort Worth Symphony Orchestra: 

Bass Hall, 8 p.m. 
Lyric Stage: "The Human Comedy," 

8 p.m. 

Saturday, Feb. 20 
Pocket Sandwich Theatre: "Crimes 

of the Heart," 8 p.m. 
Fort Worth Symphony Orchestra: 

Bass Hall, 8 p.m. 
Lyric Stage: "The Human Comedy." 

8 p.m. 

Sunday, Feb. 21 
Pocket Sandwich Theatre: "Crimes 

of the Heart," 7 p.m. 
Fort Worth Symphony Orchestra: 

Bass Hall, 2 p.m. 
Lyric Stage: "The Human Comedy," 

2:30 p.m. 

Monday, Feb. 22 
TCU Wind Symphony and Chamber 

Winds Concert: Ed Landreth 
Auditorium, 7:30 p.m. 

Tuesday, Feb. 23 
TCU Symphonic Band: Ed Landreth 

Auditorium, 7:30 p.m. 

Wednesday, Feb. 24 
TCU Theatre: "A Raisin in the Sun," 

8 p.m. 

Thursday, Feb. 25 
TCU Theatre: "A Raisin in the Sun." 

8 p.m. 
Lyric Stage: "The Human Comedy," 

8 p.m. 
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DANCIN' IN THE MOONLIGHT. Artistic Director Benjamin Houk and 
Margo McCann perform for the Fort Worth/Dallas Ballet 

Company is coming to town. This 
Friday. Feb. 26 
TCU Theatre: "A Raisin in the Sun," 

8 p.m. 
Lyric Stage: "The Human Comedy," 

8 p.m. 

Events 
Celebrate Valentine's Day 
with ballet premieres 

Fort Worth Dallas Ballet cele- 
brates this Valentine's Day Weekend 
with company premieres of Kent 
Stowell's "Carmina Burana" and one 
act of Marius Petipa's "Paquita" at 
Bass Performance Hall Feb. 12-14. 

"Carmina Burana," with a score 
by Carl Orff, includes roles for three 
vocalists. Lynn Eustis, Scott 
Cameron and David Robinson fill 
these roles and accompany the 
dancers on stage. The dancers, cho- 
rus, sets and costumes all unite and 
are driven by the powerful rhythms 
of the score. 

Although "Paquita" was revised 
by Petipain 1881, primarily the 
grand pas de deux has survived time. 
Deborah Hadley, ballet mistress of 
Fort Worth Dallas Ballet, staged this 
show. 

"Carmina Burana" and "Paquita" 
is at 8 p.m. Friday, Feb. 12 and 
Saturday, Feb. 13 and at 2 p.m. 
Sunday. Feb. 14. Tickets are $12-$75. 
For more information, call 763-0207. 

Multi-cultural folk dancing 
headed to Fort Worth 

For anyone who has Russian her- 
itage or is interested in the Russian 
culture, The Moiseyev Dance 

Russian folk dance company will be 
performing at Bass Performance 
Hall Tuesday, Feb. 16, at 8 p.m. 

Led by the choreographer Igor 
Moiseyev, who will celebrate his 
93rd birthday this month, the compa- 
ny's knowledge of cultural dances 
ranges from its Russian staples to 
Japanese, Armenian and American 
ones. The group also combines the- 
atrical imagination, acrobatic virtu- 
osity and innovative choreography 
and will include both new and old 
works with many styles. It is even 
possible that the closing piece might 
be an American square dance. 

Tickets range from $10-$75. The 
Moiseyev Dance Company will per- 
form at Bass Performance Hall at 8 
p.m. Tuesday, Feb. 16. For informa- 
tion, call 335-9000. 

Poe's play parodied 
in theater performance 

Pocket Sandwich Theatre believes 
heavily in audience participation. It 
continues to demonstrate this belief 
in its latest play, "The Murders in the 
Rue Morgue." 

The story has a murderous beast 
terrorizing Paris in spite of (or 
because of) the efforts of the bum- 
bling Police Prefect. The play affec- 
tionately pokes fun at Edgar Allen 
Poe's classic mystery story. 

Pocket Sandwich Theatre's perfor- 
mances are at 8 p.m. Thursday 
through Saturday and at 7 p.m. 
Sunday. Tickets range between $6- 
$12. For more information, call 
(214) 821-1860. 


