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TODAY 
When the men's 
basketball team meets 
the San Jose State 
Spartans today in the 
first round of the Western 
Athletic Conference 
tournament, the Frogs 
will be playing for more 
than the right to advance 
to another day. 
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!^ High gas prices impact students 
Increase causes financial strain to slim pocketbooks   Gas prices 

Jimmy Nam/SKIFF STAFF 

Gasoline prices in the United States are on the rise 
after a reduction of crude oil supply last March. 

By Natascha Tare 
STAFF REPORTER 

Students like senior Letryce Henry are 
reaching deeper into their pockets to 
keep their cars gassed up as oil prices 
continue to rise. 

"Gas prices are ridiculous," said 
Henry, a radio-TV-film major. "You 
can't get half a tank for $5 anymore." 

The increase in price stems from the 
reduction of the crude oil supply by the 
Organization of Petroleum Exporting 
Countries and several  other countries 

last March, said John Cook, petroleum 
division director, in his statement before 
the U.S. Senate in February. The prices 
are expected to increase through July, 
when they will peak and then begin to 
decline. 

Henry said she is angry because she 
needs more money for gas now, and she 
has less for leisure spending. 

"The extra money I have for partying 
with I now have to use toward gas," 
she said. 

Unleaded gasoline prices for the Dal- 

las/Fort Worth area that were less than 
$l until March 1999 are now around 
$1.46. 

James Gifford. a sophomore business 
major, said he just pays the higher gas 
prices because there is nothing he can do 
about it. 

"I live on campus, but I drive 30 min- 
utes to work," Gifford said. "I drive a big 
truck, and it's costing me $30 for less 
than a full tank." 

See GAS, Page 6 

Average Annual Retail  Premium 
Gasoline Prices since January 

■ 199b — $1.38 

■ 1997 —$1.38 

■ 1998 — $1.22 

■ 1999 — $1.32 

■ 2(XX> — $1.52 

Source: U.S. Energy 
Information Administration 

PULSE 
BRIEFS 

MIT professor says students 
tampered with grades 

(U-WIRE) CAMBRIDGE, 
Mass. — A grade-tampering 
scandal in Cell Biology was 
revealed by Professor Harvey 
F. Lodish of the biology de- 
partment last Thursday. 
Lodish announced to his 
course that unidentified stu- 
dents had broken into the 
course grader's secure com- 
puter system and had lowered 
the grades of about 20 stu- 
dents while raising the grades 
of two others. 

Although Lodish and co-in- 
structor Professor Peter K. 
Sorger refused to comment 
further on the matter and did 
not reveal the names of sus- 
pected students, they did say 
that de.ans had identified the 
two students whose grades 
were raised and that discipli- 
nary actions would be taken. 

Lodish "pleaded for any- 
body who was responsible for 
this transgression or who 
knew who was to go talk to 
him at his office after class," 
said Vinod Rao, a student in 
the course. "He made it clear 
that the responsible parties 
would be punished either way 
but suggested that a confes- 
sion would be considered 
when determining the punish- 
ment." 

TAs for the course, who 
also refused to comment on 
the incident, re-collected 
course exams to re-enter 
scores into a new computer 
system. 

The changes were appar- 
ently discovered when a few 
TAs began comparing hard 
copies of exams to the scores 
on their computer and found 
that some of the scores had 
been altered. 

The computer system, ac- 
cording to Lodish, is "secure," 
so course instructors are at- 
tempting to determine who 
had access to the computer's 
password. 

"MIT disciplinary actions 
are confidential," Dean of Stu- 
dents Rosalind H. Williams 
said. The identities of the stu- 
dents involved, therefore, will 
not likely be disclosed. 

—The Tech 
Massachusetts Institute 

of Technology 

Inside 
TIMES UP 

One week ago today, we 
gave a current events quiz on 
local and national news. Here, 
at last, are the answers to last 
Thursday's news quiz. 

Editorial, page 3 

WILD ANIMALS 
"Big Bears, Big Cats 

...Predators 2" is a walk- 
through exhibit where visitors 
will learn about the adapta- 
tions that allow predators to 
locate, kill and eat their prey. 

Arts A Entertainment, 
page 5 

Sarah Kiruchberg/PHOTO EDITOR 

(ABOVE) Leeanne Parsons (left), 
a freshman radio-TV-film major, 
Katy Jo Reinmiller, a freshman 
premajor, and Kelly Moreland, 

a freshman elementary 
education major, study outside 

Sherley Hall Wednesday. 
Many students are preparing 
for Spring Break by tanning 

this week before heading 
off to the beach. 

(RIGHT) Chad Peters, 
a sophomore business major, 

works out in the Rickel Building 
Wednesday. Peters, who is 

traveling to Myrtle Beach, S.C. 
for Spring Break, said he was 
working out to prepare for the 

week-long vacation. 

BEACH BOUND 
Students work 
out, tan before 
break begins 
By Kathryn Garcia 
STAFF REPORTER 

With ■ couple of da) s left until 
Spring Break, some students have 
spent Ihe past week at the Rtekel 
Building and at tanning salons to 
prepare for the week long vacation. 

Susan O'DeU, a bed cleanci at 
Planet Beach Tanning Salon said her 
business experienced at least a 50 
percent increase in customers be- 
fore Spring Break 

"A lot of students come right be- 
fore Spring Break so the) can look 
good in their bathing suns on the 
beach." ODell said.' 

Lauren McDonald, a freshman 
premajor. said she has been prepar- 
ing for her trip to Panama City, Flu . 
for two weeks. 

"I've been hitting the tanning sa- 
lons." McDonald said. "I don't want 
to go to the beach and scare people 
with my white bod) 

However. McDonald said her 
friends have been taking a different 
approach on preparing for Panama 
City. 

"My friends have been working 
out constant!) at the Rtekel and 
watching what they eat lor Ihe past 
tew weeks." she said 

See BREAK, Page 6 

Students, staff offer tips for safe Spring Break 
By Courtney Roach 
STAFF REPORTER 

The thought of heading off to 
Spring Break usually provokes 
daydreams of sunny days on the 
beach, skiing down a mountain or 
exploring big cities. 

What some students do not 
think about, however, are the un- 
foreseen dangers such as alcohol 
poisoning, sunburns. falling 
asleep at the wheel or even getting 
arrested. 

John Pomykal, a sophomore fi- 
nance major, said he just got out 
of trouble with the law and is not 
looking for more during his trip to 
Panama City, Fla. 

"Honestly,  my  biggest  safety 

 1  

concern is getting thrown in jail," 
Pomykal said. 

Angela Taylor, the director of 
the Alcohol and Drug Education 
Center, said Spring Break is a vul- 
nerable time for some students be- 
cause all they are thinking about 
is partying. She said main people 
prey on Spring Breakers who are 
only at the destination for a week 
or less. 

"My lop four safety concerns 
for Spring Break would he binge 
drinking, driving drunk, unpro- 
tected sex and predators drugs 
like Rohypnol and GHB." Taylor 
said. 

Taylor said she understands a 
lot of people are going to drink 

over Spring Break, so she recom- 
mended the\ commit themselves 
to a plan, such as si\ drinks a da) 

Carolyn Barton, a freshman 
English and business major, said 
she and four friends are heading to 
Port Aransas to lie on the beach. 

"My biggest concern, really, is 
the Texas Alcoholic Beverage 
Commission because I don't want 
anyone to gel into trouble." Barton 
said. 

Taylor cited a study from 
Rolling Stone magazine last year 
regarding underage drinking and 
disorderly conduct fines in South 
Padre Island. 

See SAFETY, Page 6 

'Studio 13' premieres before full house 
RTVF department rolls out red carpet for soap's student actors, directors 
By Rutty Simmons 
STAFF REPORTER 

Amy Lagat, a sophomore Latin 
American studies major, tentatively 
stepped over the red carpet leading 
to the Moudy Building South, 
dodged a couple of cameras and en- 
tered through a different door. 

Then, as she entered the green 
room, Lagat stopped for a glass of 
punch and a Butterfinger. 

Almost 100 students noticed the 
grand entrance setup on Wednesday 
before packing into the 82-seat au- 
ditorium to view the first of a 10- 
episode, student-produced soap 
opera, "Studio 13." Those involved 

with the production of "Studio 13" 
said they wished the ambiance sur- 
rounding the premiere would con- 
tinue for the remaining episodes. 

"We really think it is a big deal." 
said Courtney Robinson, who plays 
Lynda North in "Studio 13." 
"Hopefully, the red carpet and 
everything made the audience think 
the same thing." 

Although audience members said 
it was impossible to miss the ma- 
jestic entrance, they mentioned 
some of the on-screen occurrences 
even more. Regan Vermillion, a 
junior history major, said he usually 
doesn't watch soap operas. ■ 

"It was a lot better than I ex- 
pected," he said. "I liked the hu- 
morous parts. I would watch more 
soaps if they included a more hu- 
morous side." 

Richard Allen, faculty adviser for 
"Studio 13" and a writer for the 
CBS soap opera, "As the World 
Turns," said humor helps to keep 
the audience in support of the char- 
acters. 

"The audience's laughing reac- 
tions showed they liked the charac- 
ters," he said. "It also shows a lot 
of the writing class' slant on the 

See SOAP, Page 6 

3Mh K.rK*it»rg/PHOTO EDITOR 

The cast of "Studio 13" makes its entrance across a red carpet for 
the premiere of the new student soap opera. 
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PULSE 
CAMPUS   LINES 

Announcements of campus events, public meetings and other gen- 
eral campus information should be brought to the TCU Daily Skiff of- 
fice at Moudy Building South. Room 291, mailed to TCU Box 298050 
or e-mailed to skiffletters@tcu.edu. Deadline for receiving announce- 
ments is 2 p.m. the day before they are to run. The Skiff reserves the 
right to edit submissions for style, taste and available space. 

■ The Society of Physics Students will meet at 2:30 p.m. today in 
Sid W. Richardson Building, Room 324. 

■ Apply now for the 2000 Environmental Journalism Academy 
which will be June 27 to July 2 in the Washington, DC. area. Dead- 
line is April 22. For more information, call 1-202-234-5993 or e-mail 
(cja@envirocitizen.org). 

■ The M.J. Neeley School of Business will not accept any change- 
of-major forms declaring business as your major between Friday and 
April 10. 

■ TCI I ondon Centre applications for the Fall 2000 semester are 
due by Wednesday. Applications are available in Sadler Hall, Room 
16 or by calling 257-7120. 

■ Catholic Community will have Mass at 5 p.m. followed by a meal 
at 5:30 today in the Reed Hall Faculty Center. 

■ Wesley Foundation will meet for fellowship and a meal at 5:30 
p.m. today in the Wesley Building located at 2750 W. Lowden St. 

■ Disciple Student Fellowship will meet at 5:30 p.m. today at Uni- 
versity Christian Church. 

■ Kaleidoscape Circus tickets are available at the Student Center In- 
formation Desk for $19.95. The event is 7:30 p.m. today. 

■ Minority Leadership Banquet tickets are on sale for $15 until 
March 20 in the Student Center. No tickets will be sold at the door. 
The banquet will be at 6:30 p.m. April 14 at the Ramada Plaza down- 
town. For more information, call Student Development Services at 
257-7855. 

Correction 
In Wednesday's Page 3 staff editorial. Mary Volcansek was mistakenly 

identified as the only permanent female dean at TCU. However, Rhonda 
Keen-Payne is currently the dean of the Harris College of Nursing. 

TC ■  •     1  • *< ■ ■   -«- 
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NEWS 
ROUNDUP 

WORLD 

Boat smashes apart in heavy surf; 
10 illegal migrants killed, dozens missing 

ISABELA. Puerto Rico — A wooden boat 
jammed with illegal migrants from the Domini- 
can Republic smashed apart in heavy surf within 
sight of Puerto Rico Wednesday, killing at least 
10 people and leaving dozens missing. 

An estimated 70 people on the boat undertook 
the voyage just as thousands of other Dominicans 
before them, attempting the dangerous 75-mile 
crossing in hopes of higher wages and better 
lives. But survivor Laura Pichardo Garcia said 
the sea on Wednesday was too rough. 

"When we reached the coast, a wave came 
over us and swept the boat around after one of 
the women fell into the water," said Pichardo, 
who was in U.S. Border Patrol custody. Shoes, 
purses and boat debris littered the beach. 

Survivors told authorities that the crew had 
dropped anchor to rescue the woman when the 
waves dashed it apart. 

U.S. Coast Guard and police helicopters 
searched for victims in the swift Atlantic Ocean 
currents off the northwest town of Isabela. Ten 
bodies were recovered, said Ivan Ortiz, 
spokesman for the U.S. Immigration and Natu- 
ralization Service. 

As many as 27 of the people on the boat made 
it to shore and were taken into custody, accord- 
ing to police and the U.S. Border Patrol. An un- 
known number of passengers disappeared in the 
coastal brush and hills. 

Pichardo. 28, said the migrants had paid a to- 
tal of $ 12,000 — about $ 170 per person — to be 
smuggled across the perilous Mona Passage that 
separates their land from Puerto Rico. 

Joe Flores. assistant chief of the U.S. Border 
Patrol station in nearby Aguadilla, cited an un- 
confirmed report from a helicopter crew that at 
least 20 bodies were floating offshore. A U.S. 
Coast Guard spokesman said later Wednesday 
that Coast Guard aircraft hadn't been able to find 
them. 

"It's a small area and the water is pristine. 
Some of the aircraft would have seen it by now," 
said Coast Guard Lt. Johnny Gonzalez. 

"If we can confirm the information from the 
helicopters, we could be speaking about 20 or 
more bodies," Border Patrol Chief Carlos Mar- 
rero said. 

NATION 

Two black students are released after being 
arrested by off-duty police officers in Denny's 

SOUTH BEND, Ind. — Two black Notre 
Dame students arrested by off-duty police offi- 
cers working security at a local Denny's said 
Wednesday the incident was racially motivated 

and they were manhandled by the cops. 
Tiffany Johnson said an officer used pepper 

spray on her while she was handcuffed in the 
back of a closed squad car, and April Allen said 
a third woman arrested had her nose bloodied 
when an officer slammed the woman's head into 
a trunk. 

The freshmen were arrested along with two 
other friends early Feb. 27 by two Roseland po- 
lice officers over a sign that had been knocked 
off the restaurant wall.- 

Denny's officials, stung by a series of incidents 
with minority customers, said Wednesday they 
had fired the officers for acting without involv- 
ing the restaurant's management. 

Denny's paid $45.7 million in 1994 to settle a 
discrimination suit by black customers. 

"We weren't doing anything," Allen said. 
"What they did was not logical, so you have to 
think (race) was a factor." 

Allen, Johnson and seven friends were waiting 
for a table early Feb. 27 at the Denny's restau- 
rant about a mile from campus when Johnson 
said she tried to re-attach a sign that had fallen 
off the wall. Johnson said after she hit the sign 
twice to make its adhesive stick, the two officers 
began questioning the group. 

The officers cited the four students for disor- 
derly conduct and resisting arrest, and three were 
released on $100 bond. But Johnson was cited 
for a felony and was held overnight at the county 
jail. 

St. Joseph County Prosecutor Chris Toth said 
a videotape shows the students were not the ag- 
gressors in the incident. He elected not to press 
charges against the four students and will ask the 
court to expunge their arrest records. 

Roseland police Chief Larry Miller said the 
small department outside of South Bend does not 
have a policy regulating officers' conduct on off- 
duty assignments. The incident will be reviewed 
by the town council. 

The university said it planned to speak with lo- 
cal authorities and Denny's management to en- 
sure the incident didn't happen again. 

"We all know this is more than an isolated in- 
cident." said the Rev. Mark Poorman, vice pres- 
ident of student affairs. 

Four people are killed after man opens fire 
on firefighters responding to call in Memphis 

MEMPHIS, Tenn. — Firefighters responding to 
a house fire Wednesday were ambushed by an off- 
duty Memphis firefighter who stepped out of the 
garage and began shooting, authorities said. Two 
firefighters and a sheriff's deputy were killed, and 
a woman was found dead in the garage. 

The suspected gunman, Fred Williams, was 
wounded and was undergoing surgery. Police Di- 
rector Walter E. Crews said. A bystander also was 
wounded, but not seriously. 

Williams had just returned to work as a fire- 
fighter this week after an extended leave on dis- 
ability. Crews said. 

"We don't expect this. We're here to fight fires. 
You want to say it's part of the job, but it's not," 

Memphis Fire Chief H.J. Pickett said. 
Williams did not live in the house, and his rela- 

tionship to the woman found dead in the garage 
was unclear, Crews said. Authorities also were un- 
certain how the woman was killed and whether the 
fire was set to cover up her death. 

Firefighters were called to the home just before 
1 p.m. When they arrived, witnesses said, a man 
came out of the garage firing a shotgun and shout- 
ing, "Get away! Get away!" 

Firefighters Lt. Javier Lerma and Pvt. William 
Blakemore were killed. Sheriff's Deputy Rupert 
Peete was shot in his patrol car as he responded to 
the report of the shooting, authorities said. His car 
crashed through a fence and ended up next to the 
house. 

Memphis police officers then arrived and tried 
to get the gunman to put down his weapon. When 
he refused, "one of our officers got into a gun bat- 
tle and the suspect was shot," Crews said. 

The shootings occurred in a prosperous neigh- 
borhood of mostly one-story brick houses and 
well-kept yards at the edge of the city. 

Before firefighters arrived, neighbors reported 
seeing smoke coming from the house and alerted 
the suspect, but he said everything was fine, ac- 
cording to authorities. Soon after, deputies and fire- 
fighters arrived and were ambushed. 

14-year-old dies after being pressed to the 
floor for 12 minutes by psychiatric workers 

SAN ANTONIO — For the second time in less 
than a month, a child has died at a mental hospital 
in San Antonio after being restrained by psychi- 
atric workers. 

Willie Wright. 14. died Saturday after three 
workers at Southwest Mental Health Center who 
were trying to calm him pressed him to the floor 
for about 12 minutes, officials said. 

Wright was born autistic and mentally disabled 
and had been in and out of the private, non-profit 
hospital eight or nine times since age 4. 

The Bexar County Medical Examiner's Office is 
awaiting results of toxicology tests before ruling on 
the cause of death. 

Emergency medical workers rushed Wright to 
University Hospital, about two blocks away, after 
he abruptly stopped moving and stopped breathing, 
according to Fred Hines, president of the mental 
hospital. 

Wright was declared dead at University Hospi- 
tal. 

In another case, medical investigators ruled 
Tuesday that 9-year-old Randy Steele, who died 
Feb. 7 after being restrained at Laurel Ridge Hos- 
pital, suffered a natural death. 

Steele stopped breathing and was taken to a 
medical hospital, where he died the day after the 
episode. 

Medical examiners said he had an unusually en- 
larged heart for a 9-year-old and that he suffered a 
heart attack. 

These stories are from the Associated Press. 

CHILD CARE 

Nanny positions- P/T and F/T 
$7-$)2/hr.  Child care experi- 
ence necessary- own trans- 
portation, non-smokers, refer- 
ences, perfect for students. 
Call (817) 358-4676 or 
(972) 713-0338. 

PUBLISHER 

The Princeton Review wants 
instructors! If you have great 

SAT, GRE, LSAT, GMAT or 
MCAT scores, like money, & 
want to have more fun than 
you think you really deserve, 
call (817) 735-8555 or email 
info.ftworth.review.com for 
more information.  

Tutoring available for eco- 

nomics, statistics & finance. 
Call (817) 920-1738 for more 
information. 

Six women needed for flower 
business.   Part-time flexible 
schedule offered.  Make 
$700-$800/week.  Call 
Rebecca at (817) 924-5846. 
Full or part-time help needed 
at Parkhill Cleaners.  Will 
work around class schedule. 
Call (817) 924-9274.  
Full and part-time positions 
available for customer service 
coordinators at Gold Waves 
Salon.  Great attitude, people 
skills and cashier skills need- 
ed.  Call  (817) 731-8888 or 
fax (817) 731-8866.  

Fort Worth publisher needs a 
part-time administrative and 
advertising assistant.  Flexible 
hours offered.  Stop by 
Cowboy Publishing Group 
2112 Montgomery for an 
application. 

TYPING 

TERM PAPERS & APPLICA- 
TIONS typed FAST. Just off 
campus near Jons Grille. 
M-F, 9-5 Accuracy Plus, Call 
926-4969. Visa/MasterCard. 

MODELS 

ROMANCE 

singlesfinder.com 
WWW.TEXASMATCH.COM 

Models wanted for local hair 
salon window display. 
Professional hair, make-up 
and photographer.  Pays $50. 
Please send your picture to 
2014 Sandra Lane. Grand 
Prarie, TX 75052 or call 
(972) 336-0005 for more 
information.  
PROMOTER needs models 
and talent.  Call 429-3116 for 
mtirM.. iniftjian ati^n. ..-  

FUNDRAISING 

LESSONS 

Student Organization 
Fundraising.  The original CIS 
student organization fundrais- 
er is back! Student organiza- 
tions from your school have 
earned $1,000-$2,000 with 
our easy three hour fundrais- 
ing event.  Now it's your turn! 
Call (888) 923-3238, or visit 
www.cisfundraising.com  

Beginner Guitar Lessons. 
home.flash.net/~guitarbob 
Call (817) 926-1876 for more 
information. 

BEWARE 
WWW.SECRETSOCIETIES.ORG 

Call us for Information on advertising today! 

The Skiff Classifieds... 
A selling experience you can't afford to miss! 

NEED HELP? 
Free pregnancy tests. 
Results while you wait. 
No appointment necessary. 
Confidential. 

1924-9110   | 
ll r^ FORT WORTH 

CRISIS PREGNANCY 

TRAFFIC TICKETS 
defended in Fort Worth, 

Arlington, and elsewhere in 
Tarrant County only. 

No promises as to results. Fines and 
court costs are additional. 

JAMES R.MALLORY 
Attorney at Law 

3024 Sandage Ave. 
Fort Worth, TX 76109-1793 

(817) 924-3236 
Not certified by the Texas Board of Legal Specialization 

Attention 
ALL CAMPUS GROUPS 

Need to earn $1,(XX)-$2,000 for a student 
organization? CIS. the original fundraiser 
since 1995, has the solution with an easy 

three-hour fundraising event. 

Accept No Imitations. 

Dates are filling quickly! Contact us for 
immediate results at (888) 698-1858 

or apply on-line at fundraisingsolutions.net 

LUIIL! 



THURSDAY, MARCH 9, 2000 www.sklff.tcu.edu PAGE 3 

STARR  editorial 

TIME'S UP 
Quiz will test your news wisdom 
One week ago today, we gave a current events quiz on 

local and national news in an attempt to bring those of you 
who mentally took off early for Spring Break back to cam- 
pus. Because the pop quiz was given during midterms and 
Mardi Gras, we did not make the questions as challeng- 
ing as they could have been. 

Nonetheless, it's been a week, and you have had plenty 
of time to do your research. And, as always, don't try to 
keep this test on file for your friends because we make 
new ones each semester. Here, at last, are the answers to 
last Thursday's news quiz: 

1. The new dean of the M.J. Neeley School of Busi- 
ness is: 

Answer B) Robert Lusch 
2. Which talk show host recently decided to quit after 

15 years of airtime? 
Answer C) Kathie Lee Gifford 
3. Dennis Rodman played basketball for which local 

team until Wednesday evening? 
Answer A) Dallas Mavericks 

There you have it. If you answered all three correctly, 
congratulations. If you missed one or more, pick up a 
newspaper every once in awhile or put the television on 
a channel besides MTV, E! or Comedy Central. A sub- 
scription to the Fort Worth Star-Telegram is only about 
$25 per semester and is well worth the investment. 

Staying abreast of current events makes us better-edu- 
cated individuals and more entertaining conversational- 
ists. There's only so much we can learn in the classroom. 
Ultimately, we must self-educate, and one of the most 
effective ways of doing so is keeping up with what hap- 
pens on a daily basis in the world around us. 
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of Texas Christian University. Unsigned editorials represent the view of the TCU Daily Skiff 
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letters to the editor: The Skiff welcomes letters to the editor for publication. Letters must 
be typed, double-spaced, signed and limited to 250 words. To submit a letter, bring it to the 
Skiff, Moudy 291S; mail it to TCU Box 298030; e-mail it to skilflettersWtcu.edu or fax it to 
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Taking race relations personally 
Changing racist attitudes starts with changing ourselves 

Commentary 

In recent days I have become per- 
plexed and authentically con- 
cerned by race relations on our 

campus and, more generally, race re- 
lations in society. Having recently re- 
ceived mail concerning TCU's 
conference on race taking place in 
April and the offering of comprehen- 
sive scholar- 
ships to local ^^^^^^^^^ 
non-white stu- 
dents, the is- 
sue of race and 
the TCU com- 
munity is once 
again offering 
hope and a 
personal void 
for me. 

Race   rela- 
tions in our ac- 
ademic 
community 
and the American community in gen- 
eral seem to have more to do with peo- 
ple's personal feelings as opposed lo 
formulated thoughts. Personal feelings 
alone usually diclale our behavior. 
Looking at statistics and research are 
a part of our formulations, but pure 
feelings seem to overshadow these. 
These feelings, bom from our up- 
bringing and experience, along with 
literature, art and ideas about race, are 
sometimes so raw it's impossible to 
understand each other. 

MATT 
CoiCLAZIER 

At times. I feel that being white is 
like being guilty of some ancient crime. 
I try to understand these feelings. I 
wonder how the pigment of my skin 
and others who share it could sel defi- 
nitions, history and limitations so 
plainly drawn out in reality. I wonder 
how my skin has affected my intellec- 
tual development and whal 1 can do to 
change myself or al least understand 
why my soul and the souls of others 
ache with an unidentifiable feeling. 

Other times. I forget about my 
whiteness. It's easy enough lo do on 
this campus and in the life I have 
known. The majority of my experi- 
ence has been "white." where interac- 
tions with other races have been 
reduced to nothing more than guarded 
conversation and awkward glances. 
My unspoken white consciousness 
throws my intellect around in a thou- 
sand different directions and through 
such turmoil. I fail to find under- 
standing. I fail to find what the pig- 
ment means, what the word "race" 
even represents. 

What's noteworthy about these feel- 
ings is that I believe and hope that I'm 
not alone. I hope others struggle and 
feel as if there is a missing piece to their 
education and lo their souls. And that 
within the modes of black and while 
there must be another element which 
closes the gap and shines understand- 
ing upon feelings which, like ancient 

ghosts, haunt the American conscious- 
ness. I hope there are others who feel 
like I do and want to change. 

Those of us who grow up white 
and liberal, open-minded and con- 
cerned w ith the issue of race seem to 
have a unique struggle in front of us. 
We are not black and can never have 
the opportunity to experience that, but 
we are also not stupefied in racism and 
so are. in essence, stuck in the middle 
without an easy solution. Because 1 
am not black. I must try lo reach an 
understanding along two paths. The 
first path is experience, and the sec- 
ond path is academic. As students, we 
must begin a process of searching for 
identity, and race is a large portion of 
whom we are. We must admil this and 
cherish its sacredness. On the other 
hand, we must strive lo destroy our 
prejudices of others. As intellectuals 
and protectors of the lucid and precise 
mind, it is out sacred duty to reach 
these breakthroughs, to open the 
swinging door to which we equally 
and oppositely push against. 

It is this struggle which should de- 
fine our practices of study and habit. 
We must be completely conscious of 
the problem which we lace instead ol 
politely ignoring each other. 

I was alarmed at some of the recent 
responses of students in the Skiff on 

plans lo observe Black Hislory 
Month. The two most disgusting ex- 

amples were, "eat fried chicken." and 
one wretched comment about having 
"relatives in Jasper"' While these an- 
swers truly made me sick, they should 
be a red light to all students who want 
things to change and who know now 
thai things must change Never mind 
college students. Human beings 
should not think such things. It made 
me sad to be a student here, but it also 
inflamed a desire which I wish lo 
communicate to you. 

Now is the lime for leaders to step 
forward and demand more classes that 
deal with race — all Ihe races, not just 
black and white. Now is the time lo 
send a message to the so-called lead- 
ers on campus who see that ignoring 
such comments and. thus, ignoring 
each other is a crime and a shame. We 
have the opportunity here to pave Ihe 
way lot new programs and set an ex- 
ample of race relations being worked 
out on academic and personal levels. I 
wish for those who do not feel Ihe 
struggle to open their eyes, and for 
those who do, to join each other in 
protest and do something to change 
ourselves — the hardest but most no- 
ble thing a human being can do. 

Man Colglazier is a freshman 
news-editorial journalism and 
English major from Fort Worth. He 
can be reached <n (mscol- 
glazierQ delta.is.tcu.edu I 

Lenten sacrifices interfere 
with Spring Break debauchery 

Fiction takes step toward reality 

Commentary 

STEVE 
STEWARD 

Tomorrow, Spring Break begins. 
For those who are too poor or 
boring to care. Spring Break 

entails a week of semi-sanctioned col- 
legiate hedonism, the likes of which 
the  aforemen-      
honed poor or 
boring people 
will never ex- 
perience. 

But for 
those of you 
who have 
saved enough 
money or at 
least made a 
convincing fib 
to your parents 
as to why you 
need $300, Spring Break will be a 
week that you will never forget, pro- 
vided that you can remember it in the 
first place. Before you all gel on that 
shady, third-rate airline to Cancun, 
however, please recall that yesterday, 
many of you went to church and al- 
lowed a priest to smear ash on your 
forehead, in conjunction with a com- 
mitment to some targeted abstention. 

That's right — Lent, unfortu- 
nately, coincides with Spring Break. 

Whoever thought up Lent was re- 
ally mean because he scheduled it to 
begin with Spring Break. Thus, for 
centuries, people have had to choose 
between debauchery and God. In my 
opinion, the choice is pretty easy: 
Take the former to give Ihe latter 
something lo punish you for. Some 
people agonize over this choice, but 

others look for loopholes. 
I'm not Catholic, and I only have 

a tenuous grip on the church's tenets, 
but from what I understand, Lent in- 
volves abstaining from a particular 
vice as a show of deference and rev- 
erence lo God. If I observed Lent, I 
would give up beer. I have several 
lesser vices, but beer is the biggie. 
Not only thai, but I like beer a whole 
lot, and spending 40 days or so with- 
out malted hops would be quite a test 
of faith for me. But then I hear about 
people giving up Coke and chocolate 
for Lent. How hard can that be? I can 
hear the conversation now. 

"Yeah, I've given up Coke for 
Lent. It's been tough, but I've man- 
aged so far." 

"Wow, you're really strong in your 
faith — hey, how about another mar- 
garita?" 

"Only if you serve it with a side 
of sloppy, drunk, promiscuous sex!" 

I guess that's how to do Spring 
Break on a Lent budget, but the 
whole thing sort of reeks of the 
proverbial easy way out. 

Now I'm not criticizing hedonism 
or debauchery at all. Off the record, 
I am encouraging it. I do wonder 
why anyone would bother making a 
paltry sacrifice for Lent, though. 
Does it really help one's soul to do 
something thai doesn't require a lot 
of willpower? And whal about when 
Lent is over? If one considers one's 
sacrifice a vice and renews one's par- 
ticipation right after Easter, what has 
one gained? 

Returning to my hypothetical beer 
denial, if I hit Ihe bar on Ihe Mon- 
day after Easter to make up for lost 
time, whal would I have proven to 
God? That I can go a month without 
beer, that's what! I suppose that 
might impress my mom. but I imag- 
ine that the Big Guy is a little harder 
to wow. 

Furthermore, why would anyone 
bother lo make a sacrifice if they're 
going on Spring Break anyway? 
Spring Break is all about wearing a 
sunburn, a Senor Frogs T-shirt that 
will disintegrate in Ihe wash and 
washing down pelican lacos with gal- 
lons of tequila. I don't see how Lenten 
sacrifices fit in with any of that. 

But then, maybe Lent is all about 
the spirit of abstention, and the actual 
sacrifice isn't important. If one re- 
spects one's faith, then maybe minor 
sacrifices are a means of observance 
that won'l result in religious failure. 
Better to set achievable standards 
than to set ones at a level lo which 
none can reach. And God is forgiv- 
ing. If this were not Ihe case, then no 
one would go on Spring Break unless 
they had already consigned them- 
selves lo eternal damnation. I guess 
it's the thought thai counts. 

Steve Steward is a senior polit- 
ical science major from Lodi. 
Calif., and. in actuality, cannot 
afford a week of public intoxica- 
tion. He can be reached at 
(haoledubstyle@hotmail.com). 

Commentary 

ANITA 
BOENIN<;KR 

Possibility of being in two places 
at once is strange, exciting 
Gone are Ihe days of existing in just one place 

at a time: turns out all those science fiction 
novelists aren't so far off from depicting re- 

ality. It has just recently been 
found that an object in space    ___^______ 
can exist in two places at once. 

While theoretically this has 
been possible for decades, it 
wasn't until last month that 
physicists in Boulder, Colo . 
confirmed this rather quirky re- 
ality. Instead of boring you 
wilh quantum equations. I'd 
rather talk about the fantastic 
implications of |his occurrence 
called decoherence. 

For example. I am presently 
writing this article and wishing 
I were somewhere else al the same time. Well, that's 
not really decoherence. but imagine what it'd be 
like to experience decoherence as a college student 
during the year 2050. 

You walk into class, sit down 
and wait for the lecture lo begin. 
Wilh Ihe lovely technology pro- 
vided by your plug-in (and fra- 
grant) Decohering Amplifier 
ZD-2900. you are also still in bed. 
savoring a whole extra hour of 
sleep. Your professor looks at you strangely. "Why 
didn't you turn in your paper?" she asks. 

"Well, I was trying lo decohere while typing my 
paper, and the Amplifier malfunctioned, and I 
ended up sort of in and out of this strange field of 
vibrating electrons for about 12 hours last night. 
Pretty Irippy." 

"Thai's no excuse." she barks. "Just because you 
young people feel Ihe need lo decohere yourself 
every freakin' day. doesn't give you the right lo for- 
get about assignments." 

It has just recently been found 
thai an object in space can exist 
in two places al once. 

"My gosh," you say. "You are looooo 20th century." 
Another great implication of quantum mechanics 

(in the simplified social work major lingo I am so 
adept at) is that a particle, until observed, does not 
have a definite position. According to a recent New 
York Times article by George lohnson. a particle can 
pretty much exist in many positions al once. Tak- 
ing this idea lo the extreme can be interesting, along 
wilh other implications ol decoherence. 

Some scientists suggest that actual 'alternate re- 
alities exist. All Ihe possible timelines as they 
could've happened somehow did happen It's like 
something off of "Star Trek." So perhaps in some 
sense 1 am experiencing an alternate timeline where 
I didn'l get up this morning and yelled at my room- 
mate when she didn'l turn her alarm clock off. got 
into a fight, heaved a stale bagel al her face and 
permanently damaged her left eye and didn'l wrile 
this column. Wouldn't that be nice for all you bored 
readers out there. 

Decohering could have some other ramifications. 
Inevitably, some people would become addicted to 
using decohering Amplifiers just as people have be- 
come addicted lo the Internet. 

"What did you do last night?" a friend asks. 
"Whoa. man. I was scattering every atom in my 

body all across the universe. It was like. wow. I've 
never fell so one with space be- 
fore." 

Or. another scenario: "Do you 
mind if I borrow your glade Deco- 
hering Amplifier tonight?" 

"Sure, jusl make sure Ihe curling 
iron isn't plugged in at the same time Last time I used 
them al Ihe same lime I ended up frying my eyes out." 

Whatever the implications of decoherence. 
whether bizarre, gruesome or fascinating, the fact 
remains lhal quantum theory and real life aren't so 
far apart. Also, this column proves thai it's really 
close lo Spring Break. 

Anita Boeningei is a junior social work major 
from Colorado Springs, Colo. She can be reached 
al latboeninger@delta.is.tcu.edu). 
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You can miss a class. 
You can miss a midterm. 
But you never ever have 
to miss Buffy. 

Philips Personal TV Recorder 

C NeedaTV.com 

It pauses live TV and records your favorite shows digitally, 
automatically, without videotape, every time they're on. 

Philips introduces TiVo1, the world's first Personal TV Service. And it's changing television forever. How? Well, let's 

say you're chilling to the game and suddenly the parental units call. Panic attack? Not with TiVo. It lets you pause 

the live broadcast until you're off the phone. And all those shows you miss because you're pulling all nighters? 

Problem solved. Tell TiVo what show you like just once, and from then on it'll find and digitally record future 

episodes automatically. In fact, over time TiVo learns what you like and finds more of it. It's time you experienced 

TiVo for yourself (available only on the Philips Personal TV Recorder). You'll never look at TV the same way again. 

TiVo. You run the show; 
VISIT www.needatv.com/college OR CALL 1-888-999*7331. 

| Quantum fjUff.™     - PHILIPS 
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TOP  1 O  lists 
Top 10 
1. Santana: Supernatural 
2. Dr. Dre: Dr. Dre — 2001 
3. Christina Aguilera: Christina 
Aguilera 
4. Kid Rock: Devil Without a Cause 
5. Eiffel 65: Europop 
6. Macy Gray: On How Life Is 
7. Celine Dion: All The Way ... A 
Decade of Songs 
8. Dixie Chicks: Fly 
9. Various Artists: Grammy 
Nominees 2000 
10. DMX:... And Then There Was X 

Top 10RAB/Hip-Hop 
l.Dr. Dre: Dr. Dre —2001 
2. DMX: ... And Then There Was X 
3. D'Angelo: Voodoo 
4. Sisqo: Unleash The Dragon 
5. Jagged Edge: J.E. Heartbreak 
6. Jay-Z: Vol. 3 ... Life And Times of 
S. Carter 
7. Snoop Dogg & Tha Eastsidaz: 
Snoop Dogg Presents Tha Eastsidaz 
8. The Lox: We are the Streets 
9. Macy Gray: On How Life Is 
10. Trick Daddy: Book of Thugs: 
Chapter A. K., Verse 47 

Top 10 Country 
1. Dixie Chicks: Fly 
2. Faith Hill: Breathe 
3. Shania Twain: Come On Over 
4. Lonestar: Lonely Grill 
5. Dixie Chicks: Wide Open Spaces 
6. Tim McGraw: A Place in the Sun 
7. SheDaisy: The Whole Shebang 
8. Mark Wills: Permanently 
9. Jo Dee Messina: I'm Alright 
10. Alan Jackson: Under the 
Influence 

Courtesy Billboard Magazine 

CELEBRITY 

birtHcJaiys 

Queen Latifah is among the per- 
formers planning to appear at 
Equality Rocks, a concert to ben- 
efit gay and lesbian concerns. 
The April 29 concert is scheduled 
at the 50.000-seat RFK Stadium 
in Washington, DC. The rapper- 
actress, who was born Dana 
Owens, said she picked Latifah 
from a book of Muslim names 
when she was 8. She won a 
Grammy for her song 
"U.N.I.TY." Her acting roles in- 
clude the TV sitcom "Living Sin- 
gle" and the films "The Bone 
Collector," "Sphere" and "Set It 
Off." Latifah, who was born on 
March 18, 1970, is the author of 
"Ladies First: Revelations from a 
Strong Woman." 

Celebrity birthdays March 12-18: 
■ March 12: Singer Al Jarreau 

is 60. Singer-actress Liza Minnelli 
is 54. Singer James Taylor is 52. 
Musician Steve Harris of Iron 
Maiden is 43. Actor Courtney B. 
Vance is 40. Musician Graham 
Coxon of Blur is 31. 
■ March 13: Singer Neil 

Sedaka is 61. Actor William H. 
Macy is 50. Comedian Robin 
Duke is 46. Actress Dana Delaney 
("China Beach") is 44. Musician 
Adam Clayton of U2 is 40. Rap- 
per Khujo of Goodie Mob is 28. 
Actor Danny Masterson is 24. 
■ March 14: Actor Michael 

Caine is 67. Producer Quincy 
Jones is 67. Comedian-actor Billy 
Crystal is 52. Singer-musician 
Taylor Hanson of Hanson is 17. 
■ March 15: Actor Judd Hirsch 

is 65. Singer Mike Love of 
the Beach Boys is 59. Singer Ter- 
ence Trent D'Arby is 38. Singer 
Bret Michaels of Poison is 37. 
Musician Mark Hoppus of Blink 
182 is 28. 
■ March 16: Comedian Jerry 

Lewis is 74. Actor Erik Estrada is 
51. Actress Kate Nelligan is 49. 
Musician-singer Nancy Wilson of 
Heart is 46. Rapper Flavor Flav of 
Public Enemy is 41. 
■ March 17: Musician Paul 

Kantner of Jefferson Airplane/Jef- 
ferson Starship is 59. Singer John 
Sebastian of the Lovin' Spoonful 
is 56. Actor Patrick Duffy is 51. 
Actor Kurt Russell is 49. Actor 
Gary Sinise is 45. Actress Vicki 
Lewis ("NewsRadio") is 40. Actor 
Rob Lowe ("The West Wing") is 
36. Singer Billy Corgan of Smash- 
ing Pumpkins is 33. 
■ March 18: Actor Peter 

Graves is 74. Country singer 
Charley Pride is 62. Singer Wilson 
Pickett is 59. Singer-actress 
Vanessa L. Williams is 37. Musi- 
cian Jerry Cantrell of Alice in 
Chains is 34. Rapper-actress 
Queen Latifah is 30. Singer Devin 
Lima of LFO is 23. 

From the Associated Press 

EXHIBIT  review 

Wild Animals 
Exhibit features rare mammals, birds 

'Big Bears, Big Cats...Predators 2,' 
mounted and preserved specimens of 
play at The Dallas Museum of Natural 

Special to the Skiff 

a walk-through exhibit of more than 100 
predatory birds and mammals, will be on dis- 
History through May 21. 

By Krl.tlna lodice 
SKIFF STAFF 

The Dallas Museum of Natural History's 
new exhibit has visual, hands-on activities, 
computer-interactive elements and more 
than 100 mounted and preserved specimens 
of predatory birds and mammals from the 
museum's collection. 

"Big Bears, Big Cats...Predators 2" is a 
walk-through exhibit where visitors will 
learn about the adaptations that allow pred 
ators to locate, kill and eat their prey. 

A section about humans examines how 
people developed tools and weapons to 
compensate for their 
lack of claws. The wolf 
is the center of this dis- 
play because it is used to 
trace human predation 
and the move toward 
commercial hunting 
throughout history. 

One of the displays is 
a special kind of trap, 
triggered like a mouse 
trap but used to shoot 
cyanide bullets into a 
wolf or coyote. 

Of course, there are 
other interesting preda- 
tors on display. Part of 
the exhibit is even liv- 
ing: lizards, tarantulas 
and some poisonous spi- 
ders. 

There is even a glow- 
in-the-dark       Emperor 
Scorpion.     The    black 
lights in the tank make the scorpion glow 
pale green because of a secreted chemical. 

A special case full of carnivorous plants 
is also included in the display. The Venus 
Flytrap is the most widely known predatory 
plant, but others include pitcher plants and 
butterworts. 

Most of the plant predators work the 
same way. and it is amazing to Ihink that a 
plant is able to catch a fly with little trou- 
ble. Not only can they catch swift insects, 
but the plants can differentiate between a 
clump of dirt and food. 

However, the main attraction of "Big 
Bears, Big Cats...Predators 2" is the exten- 
sive collection of mounted animals on dis- 
play. 

Among the animals on display are some 
of the most dangerous predators known, in- 
cluding bears and all of the world's big cats. 
There are also many other seldom-seen and 
interesting   predators,   like  the  Malaysian 

'Big Bears, Big 
Cats...Predators 2' 
■ Runs through May 21 
■ The Dallas Museum of 

Natural History 
■ Open from 10 a.m. to 

5 p.m. seven days a week 
■ Admission cost: $5. free 

admission from 10 a.m. to 
I p.m. every Monday exclud- 
ing traveling exhibits 
■ For information or 

volunteering opportunities, cal 
the museum at (214)  421 
3466. ext. 200 or visit the mu 
seum's Web site at 
www.dallasdino.org. 

binturong and the African aardwolf, who 
eats 200,000 termites in one night. 

There is even a Jaguarundi. also known 
as an otter-cat. on display The odd looking 
predator is a member of the cal family. It 
once ranged from Texas and Arizona to Ar- 
gentina. The Jaguarundi is one ol the rarest 
mammals in Texas, and there have been no 
verified sightings for several years. 

Many of the specimens are from the per- 
sonal collection of the laic Herbert Klein 
who collected a large number of mounted 
animal trophies. 

Klein, a Dallas ml man. big game hunter 
and conservationist, do 
nalcd more lhan 40(1 
specimens to llie Dallas 
Museum of Natural His- 
tory to encourage "an 
appreciation and under- 
standing ol the animals 
that inhabit ihc earth." 
Many of the Klein spec- 
imens arc more lhan 40 
years old and have not 
hern shown to Ihe pub- 
lic in years. 

The mounted bird 
predators were origi- 
nally part of Ihe "Buds 
of Texas" exhibil lhal 
opened in the 1960s. 
Many of Ihc specimens 
have been in storage 
since the 1990s or ear- 
lier. 

Oilier elements in Ihe 
exhibit include video 

footage of predalors in action and activity 
centers where visitors can experience pied 
ator adaptations in areas of vision, hearing, 
smell and jaw strength. There arc touchable 
skull models and fur samples, even some 
prehistoric predator history. 

"Big Bears. Big Cats...Predators 2" runs 
through May 21 and is sponsored by Mi- 
crosoft Corporation - PSS Central Region, 
Las Colinas. 

The Dallas Museum of Natural History, 
funded in part by Ihe City ol Dallas Office 
of Cultural Affairs and the Texas Commis- 
sion on Ihe Arts, is open from 10 a.m. to 5 
p.m. seven days a week 

For more information or volunteering op- 
portunities, call the museum at 1214) 421- 
3466, ext. 200. or visit ihc museum's Web 
site al (www.dallasdino.org). 

Kristina lodice 
kkiottii e&delta is u u tdu 

Hall of Fame recognizes sidemen 
Elvis' guitarist 
honored during 
NY ceremony 
By Mary Campbell 
ASSOCIATED PRESS 

NEW YORK — After 15 years, 
the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame 
honored musicians who stood to 
the side of the stage, just out of 
the spotlight. 

One year after creating some 
controversy by inducting Bruce 
Springsteen without his legendary 
backups, the E Street Band, the Hall 
of Fame started a category for side- 
men with an initial five inductees. 

The salute, which some consid- 

ered overdue, was responsible for 
some of the most touching mo- 
ments of Monday night's ceremony 
al the Waldorf-Astoria Hotel. 

A smiling Scotty Moore, gui- 
tarist on early Elvis Presley 
records, said the hall might have to 
expand because of the many de- 
serving musicians. 

"They were the essential glue 
that held rock 'n' roll records to- 
gether." said composer Mike 
Stoller. who inducted the sidemen. 

Besides Moore, the five initial 
honorees included Earl Palmer, 
who drummed on "Blueberry Hill" 
and "You've Lost That Lovin' 
Feelin'"; Hal Blaine, the most 
recorded drummer on Ihe West 
Coast and a fixture at Phil Spector 
sessions; saxophonist King Curtis, 

heard on the Coasters' "Yakety 
Yak"; and the late bassist James 
Jamerson. considered Motown's se- 
cret weapon. 

Shortly before Jamerson died, 
his widow. Annie, walked in on 
him listening to many of the old 
Motown records. She knew some- 
thing was wrong because he didn't 
usually do that. 

"He said, 'I did it. I did it,'" she 
said. "I had a feeling he was 
thinking. 'That really was me 
playing bass on all those hits.' I 
had a feeling he thought he would 
be forgotten." 

Looking up from the podium, sne 
said. "The entire music community 
remembers what you did." 

None of Curtis' family members 
could   be   located,   so   Atlantic- 

Records co-founder Ahmet Ertegun 
accepted the award in Ihe saxo- 
phonist's name. 

"King Curtis was like an angel 
descended upon us at Atlantic and 
we would not have been Ihe same 
without him." Ertegun said. "He 
was a man I truly loved. All the peo- 
ple I knew who were close to him 
are also gone." 

Palmer thanked the Hall of Fame 
for recognizing thai no singer was 
complete without a band. He ac- 
cepted the award "for the other guys 
who are worthy but didn't live long 
enough to be here." 

The night's six main inductees 
were Eric Clapton. James Taylor, 
Bonnie Raill. Earth. Wind & Fire, 
the Lovin' Spoonful and the 
Moonglows. 

'Mars' special effects are out of this world 
Starring Gary Sinise and Kim Delanely, movie is full of effects that make it a worthwhile venture 
By Matt Crenson 
ASSOCIATED PRESS 

If the space program had kept 
to the ambitious pace of the 
Apollo years, astronauts would 
almost certainly be to Mars by 
now, treading lightly on the 
brick-red soil and beaming home 
pictures from the final frontier. 

But alas. 
For the time being, we'll have 

to settle for "Mission to Mars," 
which is to "2001: A Space 
Odyssey" what today's humdrum 
space shuttle missions are to the 
heroic moon shots of yore. 

It is 2020. Gary Sinise plays 
Jim McConnell. a grizzled 
NASA veteran who loses his 
place in the mission rotation 
when his wife and crew partner 

— played in flashbacks by Kim 
Delaney of "NYPD Blue" — dies 
of some horrible and unspecified 
disease. McConnell stands by 
gallantly as his best buddies em- 
bark on humanity's first mission 
lo Mars. 

Sure enough, something goes 
horribly wrong. With nothing but 
a fuzzy transmission from the 
accident's sole survivor to go on, 
McConnell and three crewmates 
volunteer for a daring rescue 
mission. Accompanying our 
damaged hero are mission spe- 
cialist Phil Ohlmyer (Jerry O'- 
Connell), and yet another 
husband-and-wife team com- 
posed of Woody Blake (Tim 
Robbins) and Terri Fisher (Con- 
nie Nielsen). 

Not lo give it all away, but the 
plot is embarrassingly derivative 
of "2001." Mysterious object left 
by aliens leads humans lo higher 
plane of existence. 

Where "2001" had spare, utili- 
tarian dialogue, "Mission to 
Mars" has stilted chatter that 
grates all Ihe more when delivered 
by such accomplished performers 
as Sinise. Robbins and Don Chea- 
dle. who plays the lone survivor 
of the ill-fated first mission. 

Just try not to listen, because 
the one place where "Mission to 
Mars" approaches its predeces- 
sor's greatness makes the whole 
thing worthwhile. Every scene 
has a stunning visual beauty that 
gels the heart beating faster and 
conjures up the rare thrill of ven- 

turing into the unknown. 
Word is that NASA was very 

helpful in the project, and no 
wonder — it is practically an ad- 
vertisement for human space 
travel. But in a way. "Mission to 
Mars" does a disservice to space 
exploration by giving us the im- 
pression that il is all about us. 

It isn't. There are no canals on 
Mars, no mysterious face peering 
out at us from the planet's sur- 
face, probably no living organ- 
isms and certainly none bigger 
than a bacterium. There is noth- 
ing for us there but a barren, dead 
planet waiting to be explored 

Isn't that enough? 
Produced by Tom Jacobson and 

released by Touchstone Pictures, 
"Mission to Mars" is rated PG. 

TCU   IVIOVIE 

Friday, March 10 
2 p.m. The Doors 
3 p.m. Jerry Maguire 
8 p.m. Little Women 
11 p.m. Clueless 

Saturday, March 11 
2 p.m. National lampoon's 

European Vacation 
5 p in. Patch Adams 
8 p.m. Nolling Hill 
11 p.m. The Matrix 

Sunday. March 12 
2 p.m. Independence Day 
5 p.m. Top Gun 
8 p.m. Rambo: Firsi Blood Part I 
11 p.m Apollo 13 

Monday. March I ; 

2 p.m. Patch Adams 
5 p.m. National Lampoon's 

European Vacation 
8 p.m. The Doois 
11 p.m. What About Bob' 

Tuesday. March 14 
2 p.m. Little Women 
5 p.m. Apollo 13 
8 p.m. Patriot Games 
11 p.m. Independence Dav 

Wednesday. March 15 
2 p.m. Rambo: Firsi Blood Parl II 
5 p.m. The Doors 
8 p.m. First Knight 
11 p.m. Top Gun 

Thursday. March 16 
2 p.m. National Lampoon's 
European Vacation 
5 p.m. Notting Hill 
8 p.m. The Wizard of Oz 
11 p.m The Matrix 
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Texasmatch.com 
Meet your match. 

• Picture personal ads 

• Free lo browse and 
post your ad 

• Live chats 

Honeymoon 
Specialist 

Specializing in worldwide 
custom honeymoons and 
destination weddings. 

Keyna Harris, CTC 
(817) 589-1363   ' 
By appointment only %) 

BREAK 
From Page 1 

EARN $100 . 
IN ONE DAY 
... by assisting first year medical 

students in their learning process 

UNT Health Science Center needs 

healthy, proportionate females 

to serve as simulated patients for medical student training. 

FREE PHYSICAL AND PAP SMEAR PROVIDED PRIOR TO TRAINING DATES. 

Call Donna Spencer at (81 7)735-5043 for information. 

UNIVERSITY 0/NORTH TEXAS HEALTH SCIENCE CENTER at Fort Worth 
• 

Education, Research, Patient Cart and Service 

Springbok 
f>(M» Houston SI. Kfi\ 4?.i\4   Yl    W iCj 

Thursday is 
College NigHt 

<\ Happy Hour all 
night with your 
college ID. 

23 oz. drafts $2.25 
Well drinks $1.75 

TCU does not encourage the consumption of alcohol If you do consume alcohol, 
 you should do so responsibly and never drive after drinking. 
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AAn 
Maintaining Academic Excellence 
Congratulations to our new member class 
for taking 1st in grades, and following 

sisters for earning a 3.5 - 4.0. 

Mary Kathleen Baldwin 
Maria I team 
Lot! Muacanere 
Jamie Rasmus 
Kim Vest 
Amy Waltcis 
Genevieve Laii 
Jcxma Spain 
Lindsay Avunt 
.Jessica Bridge* 
Ilicrcsa Brodlgn 
Mclinrla Brown 
Katie Carrier! 
Leslie Coles 
Carolyn ( raig 

Jennifer Gould 
Mclinda Hall 
Crystal Ilcckcr 

Rebecca Henaley 
Tamura i Ioovcr 
Stephanie McIVak 
Rachcllc .Norman 
Mary I'rcscott 
.Jackie Sabel 
Cliristic Schmidt 
Katie Singer 
Melissa Slayton 
Mary Tuctkin 
Erica Walkington 
I'olly Wright 
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Students Welcome! 

$400   . 
moves you in 

HULEN 
HEIGHTS; 
UAITM1N1 S 1 
4701 Donnelly Avr. 

Live in a new 
apartment 
5 minutes to 
TCU 
4 minutes to 
downtown 

Features 
* Free membership to the 

Health and Fitness Connection 
* Monitored Intrusion Alarms 

* Wood-burning Fireplaces 
* Remote Access Gates 

* 9' ceilings with Fans 
-' Downtown Views 

* Covered Parking 
• Volleyball Pool 

* Dishwashers 
* Microwave 

ft downtown Foil Wo.tr »*- 

1 
X 

1-30 

I i c 

DONNELLY t 

■ 
From 1-30 exit Hulen and 
proceed south to 
Donnelly. Turn right, 
Hulen Height! will be the 
geted community on your 
left. 'Limiting Conditions Apply 

Recreational Sports Building 
Manager Jessica Brooks said this 
time of the year, from January until 
Spring Break, is the busiest. 

"This week we've had a huge in- 
crease of people." she said. "Mostly 
the men use the weight room, and 
the women do the cardio exercises." 

But Brooks, who is a junior so- 
cial work major, said coming the 
week before doesn't normally 
prove beneficial. 

"The ones that make an effort 
and come to work out long before 
Spring Break see (a change)," 
she said. 

Erin Anderson, a sophomore 
psychology major, said she has 
started going to the Rickel this 
week to prepare herself for a ski 
trip to Woodland Park, Colo., with 
her boyfriend. 

"I started playing racquetball and 
running just because I know it will 
take a lot out of me," she said. 
"Hopefully, it will take some of the 
sting out." 

Lynn Glienkc, a sophomore 
movement science major, said she 
is going camping in East Texas for 
Spring Break to treat herself be- 
cause she's been studying all week 
for four tests. 

"There is not a store within 30 
minutes." she said. "I am going to 
sleep a lot, read a lot and play in 
the river." 

Dan Hunt, director of university 
relations at Homed Frog Travel, said 
the most popular Spring Break des- 
tination is Cancun, Mexico. 

"The Mexican destinations are 
easily the most popular," he said. 

"The most popular domestic des- 
tination would have to be Padre Is- 
land." 

McDonald said her first choice 
was Mexico, but it was filling up fast 
and was much more expensive than 
their final choice, Panama City. 

Hunt said other popular places to 
visit are Daytona Beach, Fla., and 
ski areas. 

Mark Friedberger, an adjunct pro- 
fessor in the history department, 
said he holds a small contest to en- 
courage his students to go far away. 

He said the person who travels 
the farthest wins a how-to book — 
called A Student's Guide to His- 
tory — that helps students with 
writing papers. 

"People like to enjoy themselves 
by going to exotic places," he said. 
"(The contest) drums up interest in 
the class, and the book is helpful for 
history classes." 

LeeAnne Parsons, a freshman ra- 
dio-TV-film major, said she has 
been counting down the minutes to 
her trip with Christ Chapel Young 
Life to Costa Rica. 

"Today already feels like Friday, 
and it's only Wednesday," she said. 

Parsons said not only will she 
get to enjoy herself at the beach, 
but she'll be helping others at the 
same time. 

"We're building a Young Life 
camp on the coast for Costa Ricans," 
she said. "And in the afternoons, 
we'll lounge around the beach." 

McDonald said she cannot wait 
for Friday, so she and her friends can 
start their drive to Florida. 

"This is the slowest week of my 
life." she said. 

SAFETY 
From Page 1  

Kathryn Garcia 
cinnilakathryn@hotmail.ami 

SOAP 
From Page 1 

soap opera. 
Mustafa Zaveri, a freshman ra- 

dio-TV-film major, said he didn't 
know what to expect, but he 
thought it was a good effort by the 
students. 

Lagat said she was planning on 
coming back to watch the other 
episodes. 

"I've seen some student-pro- 
duced projects in the past, and this 
one was a lot belter than 1 ex- 

pected," she said. 
Allen said the projects get bet- 

ter each time the department pro- 
duces one. 

The premiere was a character- 
building episode, and the plot 
plays out more in future shows, 
Robinson said. 

The remaining nine episodes 
will be shown at noon every 
Wednesday beginning after Spring 
Break in Moudy Building South, 
Room 164. 

Rusty Simmons 
jrsimmons@delta.is.tcu.edu 

Russians attempt to drive out rebels 
By Lyoma Turpalov 
ASSOCIATED PRESS 

KOMSOMOLSKOYE, Russia — 
Russian artillery and warplanes 
Wednesday bombarded a village in 
southern Chechnya where 700 
rebels arc fiercely resisting attempts 
to drive them out. 

Russian forces have been striking 
the village of Komsomolskoye 
around the clock in an intense as- 

sault to push out rebels who seized 
the settlement over the weekend. 

The regional military commander 
said 700 rebels were holed up in the 
village but that Russian forces were 
preparing to oust them. 

The seizure of Komsomolskoye, 
on the edge of Chechnya's southern 
mountains, undermined Russian 
claims to have all but defeated the 
rebels. 

H»A'M«B-U«R»G»E»R«S 
FOR Fl FTY YEARS... 
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4901 CAMP BOWIE BLVD.   FORT WORTH. TEXAS 76107  817-732-2881 
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Every Tuesday- Jason David Hyall with Tr.- 

Every Wednesday- Tourney Night 8-10pm 

Kevin and Carey 10-2am 
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According to the study. South 
Padre hired 30 additional police 
officers during Spring Break last 
year, and fines for underage 
drinking and disorderly conduct 
increased. 

A $143.25 fine was given to 
those drinking who were under 21 
years of age. A fine for disorderly 
conduct was around $200. 

Taylor said she does not expect 
those numbers to be much differ- 
ent this year. 

Too much sun is also a prob- 
lem, said Suzanne Lockwood. an 
instructor in the Harris College of 
Nursing. She said she has a few 
tips for preventing sunburns. 

"People should use a mini- 
mum of 15 SPF whether they are 
at the mountains or the beach 
and should apply it a half hour 
before going into the sun, so the 
skin has time to absorb it," Lock- 
wood said. 

Lockwood also said students 
should not drink alcohol in the 
sun because it dehydrates and in- 
tensifies UV rays, causing the 
skin to burn faster. 

Breanne Bouma, a sophomore 
education major, said her safety 

concern is not at the destination, 
but in getting there. 

"My biggest concern is falling 
asleep at the wheel, since I'm 
driving home and will be tired 
from all the tests," Bouma said. 

Texas A&M University stu- 
dents have created a solution that 
may alleviate driving problems 
calied the Lupe Medina Program, 
named after an A&M student who 
died in a drowsy-driving accident. 

The program allows any col- 
lege student to get discounted 
rates at 58 motels in nine states 
when they are driving late at night 
or are drowsy. The discounted 
rate is $30 per night and is offered 
to students who are traveling at 
least S3 miles from their home 
campus. 

Taylor also warned women and 
men to stay in control so that no 
one can take advantage of them. 

"Know who you're going out and 
coming home with, so you're not 
left to your own devices," she said. 

Taylor said she hopes people 
try to be responsible and not get 
so drunk that they do not know 
what they are doing. She said her 
No. I tip is pretty simple: "Look 
out after your friends." 

Courtney Roach 
soeeourtU@aot.eom 

GAS 
From Page 1 

Melanie Kirkland, a senior his- 
tory major who works for the Union 
Pacific Resources oil company, said 
she does not mind the increase in 
gas prices. 

"I have stock in oil at my com- 
pany." Kirkland said. "When oil 
prices go up. the value of my stocks 
goes up." 

Kirkland. 36, said she remem- 
bers the effect the oil prices had on 
the Texas economy in the 1980s. 

"So much of the economy in 
Texas is tied to the oil prices." Kirk- 
land said. "In the 1980s, when there 
was a crash in the oil prices, the 
economy went down the tubes." 

Kirkland said although she is not 
complaining about gas prices, she 
said she sympathizes with students 
who have lower incomes. 

"I may change my mind when 
my daughter starts driving in Au- 
gust." Kirkland said. 

David Murley. an instructor in 
the TCU computer science depart- 
ment who lives in Weatherford. said 
gas prices do not affect him as 
much as they do his son who is on 
a limited allowance. 

"To me, it's more of an irritant 
than anything else." Murley said. 
"But I can see how if you were on 
a tight budget the extra $5 or $10 
would make a difference." 

Murley said his son. who plans 
to attend TCU next year, is not driv- 
ing as much or going out on as 
many dates because he cannot af- 

ford it. 
"One good thing that's come out 

of this is that my son is more care- 
ful about getting his chores done so 
he can earn his allowance," Murley 
said. "He desperately needs the 
money for gas." 

Samantha Jordan, communica- 
tions director for Congressman Joe 
Barton, said Barton's office is not 
receiving many complaints about 
the gas prices. 

"We heard more when gas prices 
were really low because it hurt oil 
producers in Texas," Jordan said. 

Jordan said Barton, the chairman 
on the House Subcommittee on En- 
ergy and Power, will meet with the 
committee this month to examine 
the price effects on various parts of 
the country. 

Lonnie Fletcher, a cashier at the 
Texaco station at Hulen and Loop 
820, said she hears people talk 
about the gas prices every day. 

"Everybody has a comment 
about it." Fletcher said. "But I don't 
think it's slowed them down any." 

Supporters of a "Gas Out" on 
April 7 through 9 are urging the 
public in the United States and 
Canada to avoid buying gasoline on 
those days to encourage an increase 
in oil production. 

"I don't think the gas-out will 
make a particular difference in our 
business." Fletcher said. "It's like 
cigarettes. Companies raised the 
prices, but consumers aren't 
swayed." 

Natascha Tore 
nalaseha@nementere.eom 

Every Thursday Night 

ldnit 
is Dollar Night! 

From 9:30 P.M. until midnight. 

$1 Draft Beer       $1  Hot Dogs 
9l     BOWl IHCJ > ■ -vr son per game 

Come Join the Party! 

CowTown Bowling Center 
4333 River Oaks Blvd. 
Fort Worth, TX 76114 

(817) 624-2151 
www.cowtownbowl.com 

TCU does not encourage the consumption of alcohol. It you do consume alcohol you should 
do so responsibly, and you should never drive after drinking. 

(Dallas mjadoy$ 

2000 
AUDITIONS 

April 8, 2000 
Texas Stadium 
Registration Deadline - April 5, 2000 

Singers * Dancers 
CALL TODAY! 

972/556-9932 
or visit 4he Cheerleaders online at 

www.dallascowboy8.com 

BhrJBailait Wggm ftUf 
4W.U nHMMHl 
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HELP me,   Harlar»! By  Marian   Cohen 

Cyber sex a symptom of deeper problems; Internet porn not a threat to relationship 
Dear Harlan: 

My boyfriend likes to cyber 
with women and does not tell 
them he has a girlfriend. Since 
I found out he cybers, we argue 
more, and he does not have sex 
as much with me. 

We have been together for 
two years. I feel like he's in love 
with the PC more than with me. 
He thinks women's needs are 
not as great as men's, and I 
should wait until he wants me 
— not I want him. Tell me what 
I should do because I can't get 
anywhere with him. 

Cyber stress 

Dear Cyber Stress, 
He seems to be way too in- 

volved in his cyber relationships. 
When it takes away from your 
private life, it's time to take away 
the PC. He sounds like he's 
searching for something he needs 
to find in your relationship. 

Cyber sex isn't a harmless play 
toy. The fantasy is based close to 
reality. It's not like he's going to 
get emotionally involved with a 
centerfold. But when it comes to 
cyber sex with a real person, there 
are real dangers that can spill 
over into real life. 

Based on your letter, his fero- 
cious cyber sex seems to be only 
a symptom of something much 
deeper. If you're getting hurt, and 
he won't get off the computer, 
think about getting out. 

Dear Harlan: 
My boyfriend of one year en- 

joys looking at porn on the 
Internet. When I told him it 
upset me and made me feel un- 
comfortable, he basically ig- 
nored me. 

He blew me off and told me 
to stop worrying and nagging 
at him, and he wasn't going 
to stop looking at porn because 
he has been since he was 13 
years old. 

Should 1 worry or just ignore 
it and accept it? 

Upset about porn 

Dear Upset: 
THE RULE: When your 

boyfriend's appreciation of porn 

takes away from the intimacy you 
share as a couple, it's a problem 
that needs to be addressed. Oth- 
erwise, let it go. 

A lot of very happily married 
men enjoy looking at naked 
strangers. Men are highly visual 
when it comes to sex, and seeing 
dozens of naked women can be 
very stimulating. Be comfortable 
with yourself, and let this fuel his 
fire of desire. 

Harlan is not a licensed psy- 
chologist, therapist or physician, 
but he is a licensed driver. 
Write Harlan via e-mail at 
(harlan® helpmeharlan.com). All 
letters submitted become the 
property of the column. 

THE Daily Crossword Edited by Wayne Robert Williams 

TODAY'S mei 
THE MAIN 
Lunch 

Corny dogs 
Pasta bar 
Pizza bar 

Dinner 
Pepper steak 

Fried chicken 

Chef choice special 

WORTH   HILLS 
Lunch 

French dip croissant 

Selona shakers 

Manicotti 

Dinner 
"St. Pattys Day Special" 
Corned beef brisket 
Fish and chips 

EDEN'S GREENS 
Lunch 

Linguine with clam sauce 
Chef choice special 

FROG BYTES 
Omelet bar (late night) 

Rudy by Aaron Brown 
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Lex by Phil Flickinger 
THIS    IS    «0NNA   tt   A 

MAT SHOWI CAN X 
THAI* vtw A  XAK 
of  mm  NEW YEAR'S 
S*W  FOR   A  SAWHUICM? 

AW.   NOT 
ONlY   PO 
I AlKIAW 

HAVE TH/rr 
SHOW. .. 

WT  1 HAVE £1W CeHCtKT TWYW 
tVER   ftKRMftEP   gUKNtV  6HTI> 
XCCOtPMU Cf>.     OHf OF THESf 
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ACROSS 
1 Identical 
5 Printers' 

measures 
8 Oyster 

creations 
14 Univ. course 
15 Come to regret 
16 Necessitate 
17 Start ol Mark 

Twain quote 
20 Actress 

Thorndike 
21 Big rig 
22 Small vipers 
23 Iranian 

currency 
25 Troubles 
27 Part 2 ol quote 
31 Tablelands 
35 Without delay! 
36 Algerian port 
38 Part ot AT&T 
39 Holm and 

Hunter 
40 Captive of 

Pans 
42 Lucy's husband 
43 Somme 

summer 
44 A Turner 
45 Scottish 

language 
47 Grasslike plant 
49 Part 3 ol quote 
51 Amo,     . amat. 
53 On the 

sheltered side 
54 Open position 
57 Amorphous 

mass 
59 Golfers' rides 
63 End of quote 
66 Fall bloomers 
67 _-de-France 
68 Kett of the 

comics 
69 Native New 

Zealanders 
70 Stirling 

negative 
71 Profound 

DOWN 
1 Six in Seville 
2 Hurtin' 
3 Ancient Dead 

Sea kingdom 
4 Surroundings 
5 Sea eagle 

PURPLI 

TMSPuzzlesOaol com 

By Alan P. Oltchwang 
Huntfngton Beach, CA 

6 Breakfast 
cereal 

7 Ballesteros of 
gotf 

8 Jeopardy 
9 Pic blowup 

10 Relaxed 
11 Charlie Browns 

exclamation 
12 Flaccid 
13 Stone and 

Stallone 
18 George who 

was Mary Ann 
Evans 

19 Political 
refugee 

24 Island farewell 
26 K-0 connection 
27 Secret 

observers 
28 Shipping 

container 
29 Sharpened 
30 Ryan with the 

most no-hitters 
32 Inscribed pillar 
33 Norse gods 
34 Pizza piece 
37 Anaheim player 
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Wednesday i Puzzle Solved 
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41 Isolate 
42 Thwarted 
44 Moon vehicles 

letters 
46 Betel palm 
48 Collect 
50     rasa 
52 Chasm 
54 Did the crawl 

55 Writer Alther 
56 Director 

Preminger 
58 Member ot 33D 
60 Ceremony 
61 Lug 
62 Cinch 
64 Med picture 
65 Average grade 

poll 

Q 
ARE YOU GOING 
TO A BEACH FOR 
SPRING BREAK? A 

www.L-E-X.com 

YES       NO 

. 34    62 
MAYBE 

4 
Data collected trom an informal poll COOdtKttd in TCU'l Main Cafeteria This poll is not a scientific sajuplmj; and 
should not he regarded as representative ol CimpUl public opinion. 
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626-1161 

COLLEGE NIGHT 

THURSDAY, 
r DISCOUNT WITH TCU ID ] 

250 
BEER 

ALL NIOHT 

500 
WELL DRINKS 

[ 18 AND UP ALWAYS WELCOME 

TCU does not encourage the consumption of alcohol. It you do consume alco- 
hol, you should do so responsibly and you should never drive after drinking. 
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grand   canyon 

sea   of   corf-e? 
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COLUMBIA UNIVERSIIVS 

BI#SPH£RE 2 
EhiOll Now! 

A total  immersion experience 
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Visit us on the web 
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Tulsa(#l) 

2000 WESTERN ATHLETIC CONFERENCE 
MEN'S BASKETBALL TOURNAMENT 

March 9-11 ■ Selland Arena m Fresno, California 

Rice (#8) 

Game I - 12:00 p.m. 
Thursday 

Texas Christian (#4) 

San Jose State (#5) 

Game 2 - 2:30 p.m. 
Thursday 

Southern Methodist (#3) 

Hawaii (#6) 

Game 3 - 6:00 p.m. 
Thursday 

WAC Champion 

(.ami' 6 - 8:30 p.m. 

Fresno State (#2) 

UT-E1 Paso (#7) 

Game 4 - 8:30 p.m. 
Thursday TOURNAMENT 

* seed in parentheses 

TEAM breakdown 
The 
Golden 
Hurri- 
cane, the 
WAC's 
only 

TSdma 
ranked team, enter the   tour- 
nament playing only for a 
higher seed in the NCAA 
Tournament. Their balance 
and unselfishness makes 
them unguardable. 

Mils;. 
Golden Hurricane    I 

gain. They win the WAC and 
make the NCAA    Tourna- 
ment. They beat Tulsa twice 
this year, and the tournament 
is on their home floor. 

Mustangs also entertain 
NCAA dreams. They enter 
the tournament having lost 
games to TCU and Tulsa. 

Fresno Stale 
Bulldogs 2 Southern Methodist 

Mustangs 3 

TCU 
needs at 
least 
one win 
to se- 
cure an 

NIT bid Which team will show 
up in Fresno: the       balanced 
and explosive one that beat 
SMU in Dallas or the one that 
laid down in front of Tulsa? 

Texas Christian 
Horned Frogs 4 

A quick look at the teams playing in the 2000 Western Athletic Conference tournament 

TCU head 
coach Billy 
Tuhbs 

^j U-4   called the 4- 

^^ thetoughest 
and said it is tougher because 
the Spartans lost twice to the 
Frogs during the regular season. 
San Jose State has the best 
chance for an upset 

San Jose State 
Spartans 

^^1^^^     Hawaii fi^^a««wl 

lands ^ 

Hawaii 
is 1-7 
away 
from 
the   is- 
lands 

this year. Had the tourney been 
at home, they would have a bet- 
ter chance. The Rainbows lost 
to SMU twice this season, by 
16 in Dallas. 

Hawaii 
Rainbows 

UTEP's 
strength 
is in 
strong 
guard 
play. 

But the Miners will draw 
Fresno State (who beat them 
twice) in the first round on 
the Bulldogs' home floor. 

nament 
against 

Tulsa. In a 75-33 loss to the 
Hurricane on Feb. 14, the 
Owls had more turnovers 
(39) than points (33). 

UT-Ei Paso 
Miners 1 Rice 

Owls 8 
PULSE 

SIDELINES 

NBA transplant recipient 
Elliott plans Tuesday return 

SAN ANTONIO (AP) — 
Kidney transplant recipient 
Sean Elliott is targeting 
Tuesday as the date tor his 
return to the NBA. 

The San Antonio Spurs 
face Atlanta in the Alamod- 
ome that night, the team's 
first home game after a 
three-game road trip. 

Elliott, 32, who under- 
went transplant surgery Aug. 
16, wants to make his un- 
precedented return at home 
so his family, friends and 
kidney doctors can be there 
with him. 

"I won't have it any other 
way," he said recently. 

Spurs coach Gregg 
Popovich said after practice 
Wednesday that it's possible 
Elliott could play against At- 
lanta, although no definite 
decision has been made^ 

Elliott's return to the NBA 
would mark the first time a 
professional athlete has re- 
turned to his or her sport af- 
ter a kidney transplant. 

Initially, Elliott had hoped 
to return by midseason, but 
a flu-like illness in Decem- 
ber and difficulties returning 
to playing condition delayed 
his comeback. 

Elbow injury could end 
season for Braves' pitcher 

KISSIMMEE, Fla. (AP) 
— Atlanta right-hander John 
Smoltz will have surgery on 
his right elbow and is ex- 
pected to miss the entire sea- 
son. 

The Braves said Wednes- 
day that Smoltz tore the me- 
dial collateral ligament in 
his right elbow and will have 
surgery on March 23. 

Smoltz had pain in the el- 
bow in his only spring out- 
ing, on March 5, when he 
allowed three runs and five 
hits in one and 2/3 innings. 

He was on the disabled list 
twice last season with a 
strained right elbow. He fin- 
ished 11-8 with a 3.19 ERA 
in 29 starts. 

Frogs need to stay 
focused to advance 

Analysis 

When the men's basketball 

team meets the San Jose 

State Spartans today in the 
first round of the Western Athletic 

Conference tournament, the Frogs 

will be playing for more than the 
right to advance to another day. 

TCU goes 

into the tour- m—mm—m—^mm 
nament with a 

.17-13 record 

and hopes of 
making it to 

postseason 

play, whether 

it be the 
NCAA Tour- 

nament or the 

National Invi- 
tation Touma-  

ment.   As   it 

stands now, the chances of the Frogs 
catching March Madness are slim to 

none. With a convincing showing this 

weekend though, TCU may receive 
its second-straight invite to the NIT. 

Players and coaches are still opti- 
mistic that they can reach the NCAA 

tournament, which is a good sign that 

they have not given up on the season. 
However, considering the team's per- 

formance this season, an NIT bid 

MATT 
WELNACK 

would be a good way to cap off the 

season. But the road to the postsea- 

son will be a tough one. 
The fourth-seed Frogs play the 

fifth-seed Spartans, a team that TCU 
has swept this season. Head coach 
Billy Tubbs said he does not look 
forward to playing a 4-5 seed game, 
especially when he has beaten the 
other team twice. The Frogs need to 
stay focused and not let the Spartans 
sneak up on them. 

San Jose State (15-14, 6-8 WAC) 
possesses a strong defense and a solid 
rebounding game. The Spartans lead 
the WAC in points allowed with 58.9 
per game, and opposing teams only 
shoot 39.3 percent from the field. One 
of the key matchups for the Frogs will 
be senior forward Marquise Gainous 
and Spartans' junior forward Darnell 
Williams. Williams leads the Spartans 
in rebounding with 8.6 rebounds per 
game. 

TCU is playing its best basketball 
right now. With an emotional win 
over Southern Methodist and a rout 
against Rice, the Frogs come into the 
tournament with high hopes and the 
performance to back it. The Frogs 
should have no problem putting away 
the Spartans. The TCU defense, with 
its high-pressure, high-intensity full- 

court press, will force San Jose State 
to take poor shots and turn the ball 

over. The Spartans are the WAC's 
second-lowest scoring team, averag- 
ing only 59.5 points per game. 

The Frogs will face Tulsa, the tour- 
nament's No. 1 seed, in the second 
round assuming the Golden Hurri- 
cane defeats last-seed Rice. TCU has 
not beaten Tulsa (27-3, 12-2 WAC) 
this season. If the Frogs want to make 
a convincing case to the NCAA Se- 
lection Committee, TCU needs to 
win the WAC tournament. Even then, 
the Frogs' future is uncertain. Right 
now, the favorites out of the WAC to 
go to the Big Dance are Fresno State 

and Tulsa. 
As long as players and coaches 

focus on one game at a time and 
continue to play solid basketball, 
the NCAA Tournament is not out 
of reach. To finish the season play- 
ing in the NIT, however, would be 

an excellent way to end an average 
season. 

Sports Editor Matt Welnack is a 

junior news-editorial journalism ma- 

jor from San Antonio. He can be 

reached at (mgwelnack®- 

delta.is.tcu.edu). 

John Sh«w/3KIFF STAFF 

Senior forward Marquise Gainous shoots a turnaround jump shot 
while being fouled during a 85-62 victory over Rice Friday. Gainous 
and the Frogs open the WAC tournament at 4:30 p.m. today against 
San Jose State in Fresno, Calif. 

Mavericks release Rodman from contract 
ASSOCIATED PRESS 

Dennis Rodman needed less than 
a month to wear out his welcome in 
Dallas. 

The Mavericks gave up on their 
biggest drawing card Wednesday, re- 
leasing him hours after he lashed out 
against owner-in-waiting Mark 
Cuban. 

This could be the end of the line 
for the most-pierced, most-tattooed 
player in league history, albeit one 
who won seven rebounding titles 
and played for five championship 
teams. 

He's 38 and may not find another 
team willing to hire him. If one did 
sign him now, he would not be eli-' 
gible for the playoffs. 

Team no longer willing to accommodate Rodman 
Dallas was willing to suffer his 

off-court antics as a tradeoff for his 
production on the court and his box- 
office attraction. He didn't sign un- 
til     he     was   

convinced     no   Comm.n,ary 

contenders were   ^^^^_^^^^_ 
interested. 

The Mavericks, who announced 
the move on their Web site, said they 
would have no comment until a 
Thursday morning shootaround. 

There also was no immediate 
comment from Rodman. His Los 
Angeles-based publicist was prepar- 
ing a response. 

The 29-day stint in Dallas is the 

shortest of Rodman's career. He 
lasted 48 days with the Los Angeles 
Lakers last season. 

The Mavericks were 4-9 with him 
in the lineup, although one of the 
victories came in a game he missed 
because of a suspension. Rodman 
also was ejected twice and fined 
$13,500. 

Rodman had only been on a los- 
ing team once before in his 14-year 
career. Still, as a Dallas native he 
should've known what he was get- 
ting into with a team that hasn't had 
a winning season since 1989-90 — 
so long ago that Rodman didn't have 
any tattoos then. 

His frustrations boiled over Tues- 
day night following a fifth straight 
loss. Rodman slammed Cuban, even 
though the boss had jeopardized his 
bid to buy the team by buddying up 
to the league's biggest thorn. 

Cuban had personally wooed 
Rodman and gave him permission to 
skip practices and show up late for 
games. The soon-to-be owner even 
became Rodman's landlord, letting 
him live in a guest house until the 
league ended that deal. 

"Mark Cuban wants to win, but 
he's an owner, not a player," Rod- 
man said following a 101-86 loss in 
Seattle.  "He doesn't need to  be 

hanging around the players like he's 
a coach or something. That's like 
Jerry Jones, and it's dumb. That's 
why the Cowboys went down. He 
needs to be the owner, step back and 
put people in who can get this team 
in the right direction." 

Rodman also suggested that Dal- 
las needs "a backup center, a start- 
ing center, a true power forward, a 
couple of guards." 

"Above all, we need some more 
veterans to come in here and provide 
some leadership," he said. "If we 
don't get that, then this team is al- 
ways going to be on the bottom." 

The Mavericks play Minnesota at 
home tonight. Attendance surely 
won't be as high as it had been with 
Rodman wearing No. 70. 


