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Today'sNews 
CAMPUS NEWS 

Novelist Donald Antrim will be 
the keynote speaker at the 2002 
Creative Writing Awards ceremo- 
ny at 4 p.m. today in the Dee J. 
Kelly Alumni and Visitors Center. 

The Pulse on Page 2 

STATE NEWS 

HOUSTON (AP) — Gov. Rick 
Perry has asked officials with two 
state agencies to look for alterna- 
tive measures to an environmental 
speed limit on major freeways in 
the Houston area. 

The Pulse on Page 2 

OnCampus 
No link made between TCU 
and Grand Prairie assaults 

No link has been made 
between the Grand Prairie sexual 
assault suspect and the suspect 
for the TCU sexual assault that 
occurred off-campus Feb. 18, 
said Sgt. Paul Ware of the Fort 
Worth Police Department. 

Police are continuing the 
investigation this week on the 
two sexual assaults that occurred 
this month, said Sgt. Alan Patton 
of the Grand Prairie Police 
Department. He said a suspect 
attempted to sexually assault a 
22-year-old female on Feb. 18 
and that a 15-year-old female 
was sexually assaulted Monday. 

The sketches of the suspects 
are similar but the Grand Prairie 
attempted sexual assault occurred 
at 1:24 p.m. on Feb. 18, approxi- 
mately 24 minutes after the TCU 
sexual assault was reported, 
Grand Prairie Police Detective 
Brent McCoy said. 

Patton said the Grand Prairie 
suspect, who is believed to have 
been involved in both Grand 
Prairie instances, is a Hispanic- 
male who does not have facial 
hair and does not speak English. 
According to the Grand Prairie 
Police, the suspect is between 5 
feet 7 inches tall to 5 feet 9 inch- 
es tall. Patton said the suspect 
was last seen riding a 10-speed 
dark red or maroon bicycle. 

Patton said both instances 
occurred on the north side of 
Grand Prairie and there is a 
strong possibility that the suspect 
is a Grand Prairie resident. 

— Kelly Morris 

Defining the Roads to 
Success for RTVF students 

Alumni from various areas of 
the entertainment industry arrive 
today for the third annual radio- 
TV-film conference. 

The three-day conference. 
Defining the Roads to Success, 
will offer current RTVF students 
an opportunity to network with 
TCU alumni and view the pre- 
miere of 1996 TCU graduate 
Kara Harshbarger's independent 
film, "A Little Inside." 

"A Little Inside" premieres at 8 
p.m. today at the AMC Palace 
Theater in downtown Fort Worth. 

— Laura McFarland 
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Opinion 

Business school adopts new finance center 

National Digest 

International Digest 

Features 

Etc. 
Sports 8 

the Weather 
FRIDAY 

High: 61; Low: 24; Cloudy 

SATURDAY 

High: 40; Low: 14; Snow shower 

LookingBack 
1983 — After 11 seasons, 

"M*A*S*H," a television series 
about the Korean War, airs its final 
episode. The last episode drew the 
largest audience ever to watch a 
single television show at that time. 

1993 — Agents from the 
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and 
Firearms raid the Branch 
Davidian cult compound in Waco, 
which led to four agents and six 
cult members being killed. 

BY SAM EATON 
Slull lt.|.„n,'i 

A new finance center will allow stu 
dents and faculty to utilize state-of-the 
art  research  material 
and expand the finance   "Our plans are to develop a 
department. Chancel-  premier finance center by 

1            l    ' '' '   building on the strengths of 

our existing program." 
— Robert Lusch 

said Wednesday. 
Ferrari    announced 

the adoption of the new     
finance center,  which 
will be a part of the M.J. Neeley School 
of Business, at the Executive Speaker Se- 
ries breakfast at the Dee J. Kelly Alumni 
and Visitors Center. 

The finance center will be called the 

Luther King Capital Management Center 
for the work that the firm has done with 
the business school over the past 10 years. 
The center will be in the business school. 

Joe Lipscomb, a fi- 
nance and real estate 
professor, will be the 
center's first director. 

Luther King Capi- 
tal Management has 
worked with the busi- 
ness school not only 

through financial gifts, but also by giv- 
ing students internships and allowing 
staff members to give investment pre- 
sentations at TCU, according to the cen- 
ter's mission statement. 

The mission statement listed several 
ways toward advancement of the finance 
department, including supporting faculty 
research, sponsoring seminars and work- 
ing toward a scholarship for top students. 

Robert Lusch, dean of the business 
school, said he hoped the center would ex- 
pand the reputation of the finance depart- 
ment and produce qualified graduates. 

"Our plans are to develop a premier 
finance center by building on the 
strengths of our existing program, 
which includes our outstanding faculty 
and our student-managed Educational 
Investment Fund," Lusch said. "We are 

(Ma FINANCE, page 6) 

Ihmiehi MunguiafiiKIFF STAFF 
Neely School Associates. MBA candidates and TCU community busi- 
nesses attend a breakfast where Jack Bogle spoke At the breakfast. 
Chancellor Michael Fertari announced the adoption of the new finance 

'Almost legal' almost famous 

Erin Munger/SKIFF STAFF 
Chris Zuber, a senior theatre-TV major and Lauren Waller, a senior fashion promotion major, attend the premiere of "Almost Legal" on 
Wednesday. Both are cast members in the soap opera. 

Soap opera 
has red carpet 

premiere 

BY KELLY MARIA HOWARD 
Slafl Hr 1,-1 

It was a plastic red carpet 
entrance for the cast of the 
TCU radio-TV-film soap 
opera. "Almost Legal." at the 
world premiere Wednesday in 
Moudy Building South. 

LaVar Veale, a senior the- 
atre-TV major, said he was in 
the last TCU soap opera that 
aired in spring 1999, "Studio 
13," and plays Hayden in the 
new one. He said he expects 
the episodes to improve be- 
cause they were filmed in a 
class environment and the cast 
is learning to get better as the 
semester goes on. 

"Everyone is more dedi- 
cated this year than when 1 did 
it three years ago because we 
had actors that really didn't 
take it that serious," Veale said. 
"I think this year everyone is 
taking it a lot more serious be- 
cause they will get a lot more 
out of it. With this one, next 
spring. Burly Bear Network 
may possibly play it. so it is 
pretty much a national thing." 

Veale said Burly Bear Net- 
work is a college television 
network viewed at about 6(K) 
campuses. The network is 
also associated with TBS, and 
the radio-TV-film department 
is hoping TBS will pick up 
the soap opera for overnights. 
he said. 

New episodes of "Almost 
Legal" will air every Wednes- 
day at noon in Moudy Build- 
ing South, Room 164. 

Davis Jackson, a sopho- 
more radio-TV-film major, 
said he thought the first 
episode was good and he will 

(More on ALMOST, page 6) 

CUE continues on path of revision 
Editor's Note: This story is the 
first in a series of articles examin- 
ing the Common Undergraduate 
experience. 

BY BRANDON ORTIZ 
Slafl Ki'|witer 

The revised draft of the Common 
Undergraduate Experience intro- 
duced to the Faculty Senate last 
week is another twist in a process 
that has seen the document go 
through five different committees 
in 17 months. 

But revision writers say it is a 
turn in the right direction. 

"I think this is a significant step in 
the process because we managed to 
create a document (with) a greater 
dynamic of consensus," said Faculty 
Senate chairman elect George 
Brown after last week's meeting. 
"The majority of the people Jeff this 
room with a positive outlook." 

After meeting with Provost 
William Koehler and Chancellor 
Michael Ferrari, the Executive 
Committee of the Faculty Senate 
drafted a revision of the proposed 
curriculum based upon criticism re- 
ceived by e-mail and a Faculty As- 
sembly meeting Jan. 30, committee 
members said. 
The draft repre- 
sented another 
curve in a long 
and winding road 
that has included 
four previous 
proposals by as many committees 
in the last year. 

The revised document increases 
the original CUE proposal's total 
hours to 48 from 45; eliminates the 
Ethical Thought and Action rubric 
and replaces it with other ethics re- 
quirements; changes the wording 
and eliminates some outcomes of 

CUE 
(.munion Undergraduate hjcpericnre 

all requirements; explicitly requires 
three hours of religion and six in the 
humanities to be acquired by two 
different disciplines. 

Brown said after the meeting that 
the next step is more discussion. 
Faculty Senators were given a sheet 
of questions to ask their con- 

stituents about 
the revised draft, 
which was e- 
mailed to profes- 
sors Monday. 
After listening to 
the strengths and 

weaknesses of the document from 
other professors. Faculty Senators 
will discuss the draft in the senate's 
regularly scheduled monthly meet- 
ing next week. Brown said. 

Also, several forums, electronic 
and in person, will be created to 
discuss each of the three rubrics of 
the draft. Brown said three "town 

hall" meetings will be scheduled by 
the Executive Committee and an 
electronic discussion board posted 
on the Faculty Senate Web site. 

He said departments and colleges 
will hold their own meetings. 

"With that next step, the (Execu- 
tive Committee) will probably be 
charged with making another set of 
corrections and revisions and the 
process goes on and on until we get 
to a point where everyone says, 
Yeah, it works,' " Brown said. 

"Then we start to implement it. The 
process that started about a year 
and a half or longer ago, we are just 
in another step of it." 

The process to change 
The process was initiated by Fer- 

rari in September 2000 when he 
called upon the  faculty and the 

(More on CUE, page 6) 

Fair to give 
information 
on study 
abroad 
BY MARC1 KING 
Staff Reporter 

Students will be able to discover 
a new range of education opportu- 
nities at the first Education Abroad 
Fair today in the Student Center, 
said Tracy Williams, the education 
abroad coordinator. 

"Studying abroad is an incredibly 
valuable and enriching experience," 
Williams said. 

She said the fair is aimed at ex- 
posing students to learning on a dif- 
ferent level. 

Event Information 
What: Education Abroad Fair 
When: 1 1 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. 
Where: Student Center 

"When students choose to study 
abroad they can experience first- 
hand what they would normally 
only see in books." she said. 

Katie Belka. a senior advertising 
and public relations major, said she 
studied abroad last spring in Lon- 
don, and it was one of the most ful- 
filling experiences she had. 

"It was so interesting to live and 
learn in a different culture." she said 

Nowell Donovan, a professor of 
geology, said he takes groups of stu- 
dents to Scotland to study abroad, 
and it is a mind-opening experience 
for students. 

"1 do my best teaching when I am 
in Scotland," Donovan said. "Being 
outdoors in the actual environment 
is better than a classroom, and it is 
very liberating." 

Williams said studying abroad 
will provide students an opportunity 
to interact with people who think 
and act differently. 

"Our two main goals for students 
who study abroad is for the experi- 
ence to increase their communica- 
tion and problem solving skills 
because of the different environ- 
ment they are in," she said. 

Being able to put things into con- 
text for the students is something 
only a study abroad program can of- 
fer, Donovan said. 

'This is probably an experience 
that every student should try," he 
said. "Students realize they are part 
of the human race and it is a won- 
derful thing to see." 

Students will be able to see the 
wide range of study abroad options 
available at the fair. Williams said. 

She said they can pick between 
the different lengths of stay and dif- 
fering academic disciplines. 

"We have programs that run for 
just the summer or a semester, to 
ones that last all year," Williams 
said. "Students can pick from a va- 
riety of disciplines ranging from 
business to geology." 

Belka said she will be working at 
the fair to answer questions and help 
represent the TCU London Centre. 

When you study abroad you are 
forced to grow up because you are far 
from home and on your own, she said. 

"I learned how strong, responsible 
and competent I can be when thrust 
into a different situation," Belka said. 

Man i King 
m.Lldng@saulerU.lru.edu 



Page 2 

THE PULSE 
www.skiff.tcu.edu 

Thursday, February 28, 2002 

CampusLines 
Your bulletin board for campus events 

AnnouitLciTioiils *>t campus events, public meetings and other general campus 
tntonnatmn should he brought to the TCU Daily Skiff office at Moudy Building 
South. Rixnn 211. mailed to TCU Box 298050 or e-mailed to (skifneltcrs<s>tcu.edu). 

Deadline for receiving announcements is 2 p.m. the day before they are to run. The 
Skit! reserves the right to edit submissions for style, taste and space available. 

• TCU Education Abroad Fair will be II a.m. to 1:30 p.m. 
today. Learn about study abroad opportunities for credit through 
TCU and transfer programs. 

• 2002 Creative Writing Awards ceremony will be 4 p.m. to- 
day in the Dee J. Kelly Alumni and Visitors Center. The event, 
sponsored by the department of English, will feature acclaimed 
novelist Donald Antrim as keynote speaker. For more informa- 
tion, call (817) 257-6537. 

• The William L Adams Writing Center announces its second 
spring semester workshop. Writing Reviews. It will be 2 to 3 p.m. 
Thursday in the Student Center Room, Room 204. Participants will 
discuss the purpose of reviews, consider the main characteristics of 
reviews of btxiks and films, analyze examples of reviews and write 
a film review. Sign-up in Student Center, R(x>m Bl 1A (next to Frog 
Prints) or e-mail Dr. Marie Schein at (m.schein@tcu.edu). 

• TCU Opera Theatre with TCU Symphony Orchestra will 
present "Suor Angelica" 7:30 p.m. Friday and Saturday and 2:30 
p.m. Sunday in Ed Landreth Hall Auditorium. The opera, which 
is by Giacomo Puccini, will be performed in Italian with English 
subtitles. For more information call (817) 257-7602. 

• TCU Green Honors Chair professor Mary Ellen Nevins 
will speak about child cochlear implantation 7 to 8:30 p.m. Mon- 
day in the Dee J. Kelly Alumni and Visitors Center, Cox Room 
C. Nevins is professor of special education at Kean University 
and the lecture is free and open to the public. For more informa- 
tion, call (817) 257-7620. 

• The Neeley Student Resource Center is advising for summer 
and fall classes. To make an appointment call (817) 257-6772 or 
come during walk-in times, 8 to 10 a.m. Monday through Friday. 

• The Family Weekend Team is forming now. Meetings are 9 
p.m. every Wednesday in the Student Center, Room 202. Come 
help plan the weekend, which will be Sept. 20-22. For more in- 
formation, call (817) 257-5233. 
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Novelist to speak at 
Creative Writing Awards 

Novelist Donald Antrim will be the 
keynote speaker at the 2002 Creative 
Writing Awards ceremony at 4 p.m. 
today in the Dee J. Kelly Alumni and 
Visitors Center. 

Antrim, the author of "Elect Mr. 
Robinson for a Better World" (1993) 
and "The Hundred Brothers" (1996), 
will sign copies of his books after 
the program. 

Nearly $3,000 in awards are given 
to TCU students and alumni each 
year who have won prizes in the writ- 
ing contests. The ceremony is open to 
the public. 

— Laura McFarland 

Perry asks for alternatives to 
lowered speed limit 

HOUSTON (AP) — Gov. Rick 
Perry has asked officials with two 
state agencies to look for alternative 
measures to an environmental speed 
limit on major freeways in the Hous- 
ton area. 

The Texas Department of Trans- 
portation has been set to install new 55 
mph speed limit signs next week. 

The reduced speed limit is one com- 
ponent of the state's plan to reduce 
ozone pollution in the eight-county 
Houston region to meet U.S. Clean Air 
Act limits by 2007. Ground level 
ozone is a major component of smog, 
and nitrogen oxides, which the speed 
limit is intended to reduce, contributes 
to ozone formation. 

Slow construction near 
Speedway raises concerns 

FORT WORTH (AP) — Key high- 
way lanes leading to Texas Motor 
Speedway may still be closed when 
NASCAR racers and tens of thousands 
of their fans return in early April. 

Concerns have arisen from slow 
progress on construction work along 
Interstate 35W near the Motor Speed- 
way north of Fort Worth. 

Only 18 percent of the work is fin- 
ished. But Texas Department of Trans- 
portation officials say the recent good 
weather is a sign that the construction 
can be finished on time. 

Transportation officials also say they 
will try to reopen the lanes if work is 
unfinished when the race days arrive. 

ModerateTexas Baptists pledge 
$1 million for missionaries 

DALLAS — (AP) Moderate Texas 
Baptists have pledged $1 million to 
help missionaries who say they may 
lose their jobs because they don't 
agree with conservative leaders of the 
Southern Baptist Convention. 

The money will go into a fund cre- 
ated Tuesday by the executive board 
of the Baptist General Convention 
of Texas. 

More than 200 board members of the 
state group and other Baptists met in 
Dallas this week to approve a series of 
challenges to the national denomination. 

The Rev. James Merritt, president 
of the Southern Baptist Convention, 
told The Dallas Morning News the 
move was another by the state con- 
vention to push away from the na- 
tional convention. 

In the past month, the national de- 
nomination has demanded that its 
more than 5,(XM) missionaries affirm a 
confession of faith called the "Baptist 
Faith and Message." 

Baptist General Convention of 
Texas leaders said they had heard from 
more than 60 SBC missionary fami- 
lies who said they could not sign the 
affirmation and feared they would lose 
their jobs as a consequence. 

School official charged with 
assault after beauty pageant 

GEORGETOWN, Ky. (AP) — A 
college beauty pageant turned ugly 
when a dress rehearsal ended in a scuf- 
fle between "Miss Congeniality" and 
a school official. 

Georgetown College freshman 
Keaton Lynch Brown, who had earlier 
been voted Miss Congeniality by the 
contesrants, claims in a complaint that 
the student activities director grabbed 
her by the arm during a talent re- 
hearsal Friday and dragged her down 
some steps until she hit a door. 

The school official, Karhy Wallace, 
was charged wiih assault. 

Contestants in the annual Belle of 
the Blue pageant said there was some 
tension between the two women over 
Brown's chosen talent — a dance seg- 
ment that drew on her love of horses 
and included a lasso routine in which 
she roped a stuffed pig. 

Brown,  18, of Brentwood, Tenn., 

was not among the top finishers in Sat- 
urday's pageant. 

5 people killed in car crash 
near Texas/Mexico border 

EL PASO (AP) — Five people were 
killed and another was in critical con- 
dition Wednesday after a car trying to 
pass a dump truck clipped the truck's 
bumper, careened into the opposite 
lane and hit another car. 

The crash happened at about 9 a.m. 
on Paisano Drive, a busy street that 
runs near the U.S.-Mexico border 
through downtown El Paso. Four peo- 
ple in the car that tried to pass the 
truck died, as did the driver of the car 
that was hit. 

The four people in the passing car 
were identified as Mexican nationals, 
and authorities say they are working 
with Mexican officials to identify them. 

The woman killed in the second car 
has been identified as Mitzi Bond, the 
principal of Lindbergh Elementary 
School. She was on her way to sup- 
port a student who was competing in 
a spelling bee. 

Psychiatrist testifies she was 
not contacted about Yates 

HOUSTON (AP) — A psychiatrist 
who once treated Andrea Yates testified 
Wednesday her office was never con- 
tacted by the doctor who was tending 
to Yates last June when she drowned 
her five children, then was shown a fax 
that appeared to indicate otherwise. 

A handwritten note on a 20-page fax 
addressed to Dr. Mohammad Saeed, 
Yates' psychiatrist in the days leading 
up to the killings, from the office of 
previous doctor Eileen Starbranch said, 
"Here are the medical records on An- 
drea Yates. Thanks for your (patience)." 

Minutes before prosecutor Joe 
Owmby showed her the fax, dated 
May 9, 2001, Starbranch testified her 
office could not find evidence of any 
messages from Saeed or requests for 
Yates' medical records from him. 

Andrea Yates, 37, is on trial for cap- 
ital murder and could face the death 
penally if convicted. She has con- 
fessed to killing Noah, 7; John, 5; 
Paul, 3; Luke, 2; and 6-month-old 
Mary. She has pleaded innocent by 
reason of insanity. 

FBI warns of rapist at Spring 
Break hots pots 

GAINESVILLE, Fla. (U-WIRE) — 
As students ready themselves for va- 
cations in Florida's Spring Break hot 
spots, the Federal Bureau of Investi- 
gation cautions a serial rapist may be 
on his way to Panama City, Fla. 

Gale Marcinkiewicz, a Boston FBI 
field office spokeswoman, said 
Richard C. Lampron Jr., 28, is wanted 
for a series of rapes in the Berkshire 
Mountains of western Massachusetts 
in 1998. 

The FBI urges students to be care- 
ful because the suspect frequents bars 
and nightclubs. 

Marcinkiewicz said Lampron has 
friends in Panama City, and Spring 
Break would be the type of scene to 
which he'd be attracted. 

Lampron, who goes by the alias 
Aaron Kincaid, meets women at par- 
ties or social settings and gives them 
date rape drugs. He then takes the vic- 
tims to his car or apartment to rape 
them while they are unconscious, 
sometimes videotaping the event, ac- 
cording to the FBI Web site. 

Fraternity members caught 
attempting to steal a goat 

BERKELEY, Calif. (U-WIRE) — 
Delta Kappa Epsilon members were 
caught early Sunday morning al- 
legedly attempting to steal a goat from 
Tilden Nature Area. 

Timothy Faye and Samuel Man- 
hoff, members of the University of 
California-Berkeley chapter of the fra- 
ternity, were arrested, as was the pres- 
ident of Stanford University's chapter, 
Dustin Espersen. 

They were arrested under suspicion 
of grand theft of livestock, conspiracy 
and violation of park curfew, East Bay 
Regional Parks Police Sgt. Scott 
Iversen said. 

The goat, which lives at Tilden's 
Little Farm, is "heavily pregnant" with 
twins, said Stanley Ward, a farmer at 
the park. 

The members reportedly told police 
they had no intention of harming the 
goat and intended to return it to the 
park on Monday. 

A source associated with the 
fraternity, who spoke on condition of 
anonymity, said stealing goats 
is an annual tradition for the frater- 
nity that has been continued for sev- 
eral years. 

EMPLOYMENT 

$ 250 a day potential/bar- 
tending. Training provided. 

-800-293-3985  x411 
Fast Food Franchise. Need 
out going, energetic people. 
Shift supervisor and hourly 
Uaff. Part-time with flexible 
hours. Fax resume to 817- 

624-5967 or e-mail to 
jmeyertfl'tmemeyerenterpri ses.com. 

GINGISS FORMAL 
| WEAR is now hiring part- 

time sales associates for 
ourHulen Mall location. 

Flexible hours 
great for TCU students. 

Call Wylie at 
817-307-4753. 

TRAVEL 

Spring Break 2002- 
Jamaica, Cancun, Bahamas, 

Acapulco and Florida. 
Join Student Trvel Services, 
America's #1 Student Tour 

Operator.   Save Up To $ 100 
Per Person. Organize Your 

Group and Travel Free. 
Information/Reservations 

1-800-648-4849 or 
www.ststravel.com 

Call to advertise! 
(817) 257-7426 

TRAFFIC TICKETS 
defended in Fort Worth, 

Arlington, and elsewhere in 
Tarrant County only. 

No promises as to results. Fines and 
court costs are additional. 

JAMES R.MALLORY 
Attorney at Law 

3024 Sandage Ave. 
Fort Worth,TX 76109-1793 

(817) 924-3236 
Noi eertrtred by the Tenas Board of Legal Specialization 

BOUTIQUE 
SENSATIONAL 

Formal Dresses 
Regular $89-5159 

20% OFF 

HOOTERS 
One of the nation's fastest growing 
restaurant chains is hiring Cooks A 

Hooters Girls for our new South Arlington location! 
Join the fun today! 

Apply in Person - No phone calls please! 
5821 West Interstate 20 - Arlington, TX 

EOE 
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PATIENT 
Quality of new curriculum must come first 

The much debated Common Undergraduate Experience was 
scrapped last week and replaced with a new version of a revised core 
curriculum for faculty to consider — a move that has only delayed 
an already long process. 

Provost and Vice Chancellor for Academic Affairs William 
Koehler said the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools 
(SACS) recommended a core revision to the university in 1992 
after finding that the current core is not based on outcomes and 
assessments. 

The SACS committee will visit campus as part of the re-accredita- 
tion process in spring 2003 and Koehler said that although he does 
not expect the university to lose its accreditation over its failure to re- 
vise the core, SACS may be displeased with the university's efforts. 

Too bad. 
The faculty is making the right decision to slow down the process. 

Although accreditation is important, so is the overall education of 
future TCU students. 

The first version of the CUE may not have been perfect. The cur- 
rent version of the CUE may not be any better. The next version 
might be worse. 

But the framers of the CUE have every right to take their time if 
it means creating a better learning and educational environment. 

Change is needed and it is apparent that all sides are not going to 
agree on all parts of a revision, but it's time the university concen- 
trates on what's best for the students. 

In the long run, SACS and any other organization for that mat- 
ter, should respect TCU for its diligence in providing a top-rate 
education to its students — even if it does take a little longer than 
they'd like. 

TheOtherView 
Opinions from around the country 

In a move that has the best of 
intentions but, at the same time, 
lacks any foresight whatsoever, 
members of the California Medical 
Association proposed raising the 
legal smoking age from 18 to 21. 

They are proposing individuals 
who wish to light up a tried-and- 
true tobacco cigarette be the same 
age as those who buy alcoholic 
beverages. This is in the hopes 
that young people will be discour- 
aged from picking up the habit. 

Few people start smoking at 18, 
once they hit the legal age. Many 
start during adolescence when 
they are more susceptible to peer 
pressure and other influences. 

Many children are influenced 
on the smoking issue by their par- 
ents, the people who are most in- 
fluential in a young person's life. 

Raising the legal age to 21 
would do absolutely nothing to 
combat this type of influence, and 
may in actuality fuel the curiosity 
of young people. When a child is 
told not to do something, that may 
actually be the first thing the child 
does when no one is looking. 

The American Lung Association 
said spending money researching 
and pursuing a law like this would 
be a waste of money. The money 
used could be much better spent on 
enforcing existing cigarette laws. 

People are rarely issued a ticket 
for underage tobacco use, yet un- 
derage drinking tickets are doled 
out on a regular basis. If the 
penalty was stiffer for offenders, 
the desire to smoke might not 
outweigh the fear of punishment. 
It is not as if tobacco has the 
same mind-altering effects as al- 
cohol or illegal drugs, which 
would warrant the same precau- 
tionary measures to be taken. 

It is ironic that the government, 
both state and federal, takes such 
a "hands-off' approach to such a 
sweeping entity as business, but 
instead attempts to regulate what 
the proper age is to start smok- 
ing. This is a personal decision 
that should not be regulated. It 
seems as if there is a big govern- 
ment influence in the wrong area 
of peoples' lives. 

There is simply no evidence to 
support the claim that such a 
change in law would do anything to 
curb the number of new smokers. 

As long as an addictive product 
like cigarettes continues to be 
produced and pushed upon the 
public, young people will pick up 
the habit. 

This editorial comes from The Daily 
Vidette at lllint>Ls State University. This 
column Wat distributed by U- Wire. 
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Journalism Department Chairman Tommy Thomaaon 

In defense of column, for 
protection of Constitution 

(OMIKNTARY 

Tom Daniels 

An editorial appeared in this 
paper Tuesday that attacked me 
and an editorial of mine that ap- 
peared last Thursday. 

Mr. Tim 
Dragga stated that 
I am completely 
unfamiliar with 
any Supreme 
Court precedent 
because I asserted 
that the Shays- 
Meehan Cam- 
paign Finance 
Reform Bill vio- 
lated the First Amendment. 

May I draw your attention to 
Roth v. United States in which the 
Supreme Court says, "Contribution 
and expenditure limitations operate 
in an area of the most fundamental 
First Amendment activities. Discus- 
sion of public issues and debate on 
the qualifications of candidates are 
integral to the operation of the sys- 
tem of government established by 
our Constitution. The First Amend- 
ment affords the broadest protec- 
tion to such political expression in 
order 'to assure (the) unfettered in- 
terchange of ideas for the bringing 
about of political and social 
changes desired by the people .'" 

In FEC v. National Conserva- 
tive PAC the U.S. Supreme Court 
states that, "A restriction on the 
amount of money a person or 
group can spend on political com- 
munication during a campaign 
necessarily reduces the quantity of 
expression by restricting the num- 
ber of issues discussed, the depth 
of their exploration and the size of 
the audience reached. This is be- 
cause virtually every means of 
communicating ideas in today's 
mass society requires the expendi- 

ture of money. The distribution of 
the humblest handbill or leaflet 
entails printing, paper and circula- 
tion costs. Speeches and rallies 
generally necessitate hiring a hall 
and publicizing the event. The 
electorate's increasing dependence 
on television, radio and other 
mass media for news and informa- 
tion has made these expensive 
modes of communication indis- 
pensable instruments of effective 
political speech." 

Mr Dragga stresses over and 
over that "Money isn't speech," 
and taking that statement at face 
value, I would agree with him. 
However, in the context of the is- 
sue at hand. 

"He may not think that the 
Constitution...is worth pro- 
tecting, but hundreds oj thou- 
sands of men and women in 
uniform...who died protecting 
it think that it is." 

the money is 
used to pur- 
chase the me- 
dia resources 
required to 
utilize free 
speech (air- 
time costs 
money). The 
Supreme Court disagrees with this. 

Mr. Dragga goes on in his edito- 
rial to imply that the Veterans of 
Foreign Wars, American Legion, 
National Association for the Ad- 
vancement of Colored People, Na- 
tional Rifle Association, Sierra Club 
and American Association for Re- 
tired Persons (all of which I men- 
tioned in my previous editorial), are 
Fortune 500 companies that are 
handed down through inheritance. 

What? Last I have heard, these 
are non-profit corporations that ex- 
ist for the purpose of protecting the 
rights of their members from the 
legislations of our government. Mr. 
Dragga also implies that a person 
must be wealthy to be a member of 

these organizations. I am a member 
of four organizations of the caliber 
of those mentioned above, and 1 am 
in no way wealthy. 

He also states that. "Politicians 
wouldn't pay much attention to 
average citizens when special in- 
terest groups... can run third 
party attack ads." Once again 1 am 
not sure where he gets his infor- 
mation and why he thinks that 
their opinions are "attack ads," but 
special interest groups are average 
citizens who banded together to 
express their political opinions, a 
right that, once again, is protected 
by the First Amendment. 

Mr. Dragga fills his editorial with 
other rhetoric and 
personal criticisms 
that are so off the 
wall and without 
merit that they are 
not worth comment- 
ing further about. 

"        He may not 
think that the Con- 

stitution of the United States is 
worth protecting, but hundreds of 
thousands of men and women in 
uniform and the more than one mil- 
lion of them who died protecting it 
think that it is. So do I. It is great 
that we live in a country that allows 
Mr. Dragga to have his opinion and 
be able to express it in print with- 
out the fear of persecution. It is not 
too late to contact your U.S. sena- 
tor and ensure that your right to ex- 
press yourself politically is 
preserved as well. 

God Bless the United States of 
America. 

Tom Daniels ts </ softhorruire education 
majorJrom Fort Worth. He <un lie con- 

tacted at (b.t.dunielst&'sludent.tcu.edu). 

Columnists fail to see fault 
in soft money donations 

It is extremely ironic that Tim 
Dragga would use a pro-bono 
American Civil Liberties Union 
lawyer as an example of someone 
who, under the current system of 
wealth-influenced politics, would 
not have as much influence as a 
Fortune 500 executive in a federal 
election. The ACLU vehemently 
opposes the Shays-Meehan Bill. 

To quote from the ACLU's letter 
to our Congressional representatives: 

"The Supreme Court has repeat- 
edly held that only express advo- 
cacy, narrowly defined, can be 
subject to campaign finance con- 
trols. Shays-Meehan redefines ex- 
press advocacy in a way that covers 

YourView 
Letters to the Editor 

our legitimate speech, which is not 
telling voters to vote for or against 
a particular candidate. If we dare 
applaud, criticize or even mention a 
candidate's name during this 30 
day/60 day 'blackout' period, we 
would have to create a PAC where 
donor names would have to be dis- 
closed to the FEC in a way never 
before upheld by the courts." 

Also, Tom Daniels' concern does 
not appear to be those who are able 
to buy, as an individual citizen, "ad- 
vertising time during the World Se- 
ries or putting up $100,000 in soft 
money donations." 

Rather, he lists several disparate 
groups as examples of those who 
would be silenced immediately 
prior to a federal election. Clearly, 
his concern is not with millionaires. 

but rather with groups in which 
pooled funds and donations provide 
a collective voice for those who 
otherwise might not be represented. 

Indeed, Daniels does not once 
mention or even allude to soft 
money, but instead focuses on the 
proposed silencing of such groups. 
Soft money is a red herring— the 
common cause that finds the ACLU 
in bed with the National Rifle Asso- 
ciation, American Association of 
Retired Person, National Associa- 
tion for the Advancement of Col- 
ored Persons, National Right to Life 
Committee, La Raza, etc. is to pro- 
tect against the government's at- 
tempt to silence potential critics. 

— Brian Coddington, 
senior economics major 

All races 
should be 
remembered 
after attacks 

The year is 2020. Morgan Kay 
Beamer. newborn daughter of Sept. 
11 victim and hero Todd Beamer, 
rolls into, let's say, the University 
of Pennsylvania. 
She joins the class     COMMENTARY 
of 2024, along AltyaStemstetn 
with the Daniel 
Pearl's as-yet unborn baby. The 
two Quakers enroll in History 432: 
The World in Wars — taught by 
Stephen Ambrose Jr. 

The class exposes Beamer and 
Pearl to every conflict from World 
War I to the war on terror. They 
read about Germans that died at 
the hands of Nazis in their own 
country. They hear lectures on the 
internment of Japanese Americans 
in concentration camps. They learn 
about civilian casualties of war. 

Then, they get to 2001, and 
they read in their Houghton Mif- 
flin books: 

"In January of 2002, Wall Street 
Journal reporter Daniel Pearl was 
senselessly killed in Pakistan, 
while doing his job. He left behind 
a wife who was seven months 
pregnant. Pearl represents the 
American work ethic. He sacri- 
ficed his life for the job. Daniel 
Pearl was a martyr." 

Little Pearl is proud, as she 
should be. But something is miss- 
ing from the above hypothetical 
hype. What about the dads mur- 
dered in Afghanistan and the wid- 
ows left behind, victims of the 
other side of this war? What about 
the Afghan families destroyed? All 
those reported casualties from U.S. 
airstrikes are martyrs, too. 

War unavoidably involves killing 
women and children. But those vic- 
tims may not get credit from 
Houghton Mifflin. Professor Ambrose 
may not make baby Beamer and tiny 
Pearl memorize those names. 

We cannot let that happen. 
We must remember to keep a 

global perspective in interpreting 
the events of Sept. 11 and its after- 
math And we must look beyond 
Pearl and Beamer in recording 
those interpretations for posterity. 
Surely, the two men deserve men- 
tion and explanation. However, in- 
nocent people are dying on both 
sides of this war — just as they did 
in World War II and in Vietnam. 
We have to capture the full image. 

Works of history are rife with 
fallacies and omissions. Some his- 
torians tune in to only one or two 
perspectives — leaving behind bi- 
ased accounts. Several scholars 
usually preside over any compila- 
tion but that does not always guar- 
antee a complete spectrum. 
Thorough historical analyses take a 
whole lot of time, research and en- 
ergy. The text should read: 

"In January of 2002. Wall Stnet 
Journal reporter Daniel Pearl was 
senselessly killed in Pakistan, 
while more than 100 civilian 
Afghans were mistakenly killed in 
their own country a few months 
earlier. Thousands of innocent vic- 
tims lost their lives on Sept. 11, 
and central Asia lost many of its 
own during the ensuing battle. 
Men and women on both sides, 
who were going about their daily 
routines — typing memos, shop- 
ping and talking to loved ones — 
died. American and Afghan lives 
were lost in the name of freedom." 

There are more characters in this 
plot than Pearl and Beamer. Hope- 
fully, Pearl's colleagues — in con- 
tinuing his work -  will retrieve the 
names of those who perished. They 
should be recognized in the text- 
books, next to Pearl. Those lost in 
the towers, the Pentagon and 
abroad deserve paragraphs, too. 

As undergraduate and graduate 
students at one of the nation's best 
universities, we're the ones who will 
decide what goes down in the books. 
We'll be the professors and publish- 
ers in 2020 when the children of 
Sept. 11 take on the world for them- 
selves. It's up to us to remember all 
sides of this story. As a scrupulous, 
fair journalist, that is what Danny 
Pearl would have wanted. 

Atiya Sternstein is a columnist for the 
Dady Pennsylvanian at the University of 
Pennsylvania. This column was distrib- 
uted by U- Wire. 
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National/InternationalRQundup 
Ministers hold service, say 
souls haven't been "defiled" 

NOBLE, Ga. (AP) — Ministers 
in the rural county where hundreds 
of decomposing corpses have been 
found at a crematory led a day of 
prayer Wednesday, assuring family 
members that the souls of the dead 
were not defiled. 

"Father, we come before you 
with our hearts heavy and our 
minds full of confusion," said the 
Rev. Gary Bruce of LaFayette 
Church of God, not far from Tri- 
State Crematory. 

At a modest service, 21 ministers 
from northwestern Georgia said 
prayers one by one, asking for wis- 
dom for authorities, strength for the 
recovery workers and mercy for Ray 
Brent Marsh, the crematory owner 
now charged with 118 felony counts. 

Pastors joined hands with residents 
to say the Lord's Prayer. Ministers 
said that while the bodies of hundreds 
had been desecrated Tri-State, their 
souls — and the soul of the commu- 
nity — remained untouched. 

Recovery teams returned to Tri- 
State for the 13th day of the grue- 
some search. Authorities said 339 
bodies had been found, and 74 of 
those had been identified. 

Authorities plan to drain a small 
lake where a torso and skull have 
been found. 

Basketball star severely 
beaten by rival students 

PIKEVILLE, Ky. (AP) — A high 
school basketball star was severely 
beaten by students from a rival 
school in what may have been an at- 
tempt to knock him out of a tour- 
nament, officials said. 

Millard High School senior Jarrod 
R Adkins suffered a broken hand 
and a head injury requiring surgery. 
Several other students were also hurt 
in the brawl Monday night. 

At least six Shelby Valley High stu- 
dents face assault charges. Sheriff's 
officials said more arrests were likely. 

The two schools were scheduled 
to play on Friday in the regional 
tournament. Sheriff Charles Keesee 
said Adkins' high school basketball 
career is over. 

Woman hurt in car bomb 
explosion in Florida 

MARATHON, Fla. (AP) — A 
bomb blew up I car at an intersec- 
tion Wednesday morning, critically 
injuring the woman driver. 

The 8:40 a.m. explosion blew a 
hole in the four-door Saturn's un- 
dercarriage, blasted away chunks of 
pavement and damaged a nearby 
vehicle, said Becky Herrin, a Mon- 
roe County Sheriff's spokeswoman. 

Initially, officials suspected there 
was another bomb in the car that had 
not exploded, but no other devices 
were found and by midday bomb 
squad officers cleared the way for in- 
vestigators to begin combing the car 
for clues, said Herrin. 

The 51-year-old Marathon 
woman, whose identity was not im- 
mediately released, was airlifted to 
Jackson Memorial Hospital and was 
in critical condition, said hospital 
spokeswoman Lorraine Nelson. 

Jet lands in London after 
one engine catches on fire 

LONDON (AP) — An engine of 
a jetliner carrying 123 people 
caught fire as it landed in England 
Wednesday. Two passengers suf- 
fered minor injuries when ihey were 
evacuated. 

The control tower at Stansted air- 
port north of London notified the 
crew of the Ryanair Boeing 737-8(X) 
that it could see smoke coming from 
the engine when the plane landed at 
5:20 p.m. on a flighl from Dublin, 
Ireland, police and the airline said. 

The pilot of Flight FR296 shut 
down the burning No. 2 engine, 
halted the aircraft as it taxied to- 
ward the terminal building and 
lowered slides from the plane for 
the evacuation, Ryanair said in a 
statement. 

Airport firefighters extinguished 
the blaze using foam and powder. 
The two passengers who were hurt 
suffered minor foot injuries, 
Ryanair said. 

It was not immediately known 
what caused the fire aboard the 
plane, which was carrying 117 pas- 
sengers and six crew members. 

57 Hindus die when Muslim 
mob stones, burns train 

GODHRA, India (AP) — A Mus- 
lim mob set fire to a train carrying 
Hindu nationalists home from a dis- 
puted religious site Wednesday, killing 
at least 57 people, officials said. Fear- 
ing religious strife could spread, the 
prime minister appealed for calm. 

The fire gutted four coaches in 
the early morning attack at a station 
in the western city of Godhra, 
where Muslims angered by slogans 
chanted by the Hindus stoned the 
train cars and doused them with 
kerosene, according to state offi- 
cials and witnesses. 

Fourteen children were among 
the dead, district administrator 
Jayanti Ravi said. State Chief Min- 
ister Narendra Modi, who traveled 
to Godhra, said 43 people were in- 
jured, many critically. 

The train was carrying about 
2,500 Hindu nationalists returning 
from Ayodhya, a site in northeast 
India where activists plan to build a 
temple at the site of a 16th century 
Muslim mosque. 

Violence continues after 
meeting with security chiefs 

JERUSALEM (AP) — Israeli 
troops killed four armed Palestinians 
in two separate gun battles Wednes- 
day, and a Palestinian employee shot 
dead an Israeli factory manager in an 
apparent political attack. 

The violence came just hours af- 
ter a tense meeting between Israeli 
and Palestinian security chiefs 
ended without agreement on how to 
end 17 months of fighting. In a 
four-hour session participants said 
was marked by angry outbursts, Is- 
rael demanded a Palestinian crack- 
down on militants and the 
Palestinians insisted on an easing of 
Israeli travel restrictions in the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip. 

Still, a new Saudi peace initiative 
generated some hope on both sides, 
and the European Union's foreign 
policy chief, Javier Solana, met in 
Jiddah on Wednesday with the 
plan's author, Saudi Crown Prince 
Abdullah, to explore it further. 

The prince has proposed that the 
Arab world make peace with Israel 
in return for Israel's withdrawal from 
the lands it occupied in the 1967 
Mideast war — an initiative that has 
been welcomed by the Palestinians 
and some Israeli officials. 

20 airport workers charged 
with lying to get jobs 

BOSTON (AP) — Twenty peo- 
ple working at Logan International 
Airport were charged with lying to 
get their jobs or security badges. 

Samantha Martin, U.S. Attorney 
Michael J. Sullivan's spokeswoman, 
said 15 people were taken into cus- 
tody in a sweep Wednesday morning. 
Five more workers were expected to 
be in custody by the afternoon. 

Sullivan scheduled a news con- 
ference for Wednesday afternoon to 
announce details of the charges, 
which are part of an ongoing inves- 
tigation to improve airport safety. 

The employees work for private 
companies at Logan, not the air- 
port itself. 

NASA postpones space 
shuttle Columbia launch 

CAPE CANAVERAL, Fla. 
(AP) — NASA postponed today's 
liftoff of space shuttle Columbia 
for a day because of the potential 
for the coldest launch-time tem- 
perature since the Challenger dis- 
aster in 1986. 

Liftoff had been set for sunrise, 
with temperatures forecast in the 
30s. Warmer weather was ex- 
pected for Friday's attempt to send 
Columbia on a mission to over- 
haul the Hubble Space Telescope. 

As forecasters watched the ther- 
mometer Wednesday, engineers 
scrambled to resolve last-minute 
concerns over improperly manu- 
factured wheel bearings. 

A failed bearing could cause a 
wheel to lock up and the shuttle to 
skid down the runway with poten- 
tially disastrous consequences. 

Meteorologists had expected a 
temperature of just 38 degrees at 
sunrise today. The temperature 
should be around 49 degrees at 
launch time Friday morning. 

Greenspan expects 
gains in economy 
BY MARTIN CRUTSINGER 
ruaooutoa Praia 

WASHINGTON — Federal Re- 
serve Chairman Alan Greenspan told 
Congress Wednesday that he sees in- 
creasing signs the country's first re- 
cession in a decade is coming to an 
end. He cautioned the rebound this 
year is likely to be a subdued one. 

Greenspan cited a variety of signs 
of strength in recent months, noting 
particularly strong gains in con- 
sumer spending. He said these hope- 
ful signals led Fed policy-makers to 
call a cease-fire to their aggressive 
campaign of cutting short-term in- 
terest rates at their January meeting. 

"In the past several months, in- 
creasing signs have emerged that 
some of the forces that have been re- 
straining the economy over the past 
year are starting to diminish and that 
activity is beginning to firm," 
Greenspan told the House Financial 
Services Committee. 

Delivering the Fed's semiannual 
economic forecast to Congress, 
Greenspan said the centra] bank ex- 
pects the economy this year will 
grow by between 2.5 percent to 3 per- 
cent, when measured from the fourth 
quarter of last year. That would rep- 
resent about half the pace of the nor- 
mal rebound from a recession. 

Greenspan's cautiously optimistic 
tone was in line with Wall Street ex- 
pectations and the view of most ana- 
lysts that while the Fed is probably 
finished cutting interest rates, it will 
not feel any need to raise rates, at 
least before the latter part of the year. 

That will mean the federal funds 
rate, which the Fed pushed down to a 
40-year low of 1.75 percent in a series 
of 11 aggressive rate cuts last year, 
will stay unchanged for a significant 
period of this year. Thus, short-term 
borrowing costs for millions of Amer- 
icans will also be unchanged. 

The prime rate, the benchmark for 
many business and consumer loans, 
which is now at a 36-year low of 4.75 
percent, is expected to remain at that 
level at least until midyear. 

Greenspan said he is looking for 
a subdued recovery because con- 
sumer spending, the normal driver 
for growth in the early months of a 
rebound, held up remarkably well 
last year, giving it less room to ex- 
pand this year. 

The recession, which began last 
March and was worsened by the 
Sept. 11 terrorist attacks, was shap- 
ing up as one of the mildest in U.S. 
history, Greenspan said. 

He attributed this favorable out- 
come in part to advances in com- 
puter technology that give 
companies real-time information al- 
lowing them to adjust quickly to 
changing economic conditions. 

"Crucially, the imbalances that 
triggered the downturn and that could 
have prolonged this difficult period 
did not fester," Greenspan said. 

Greenspan agreed with the view 
of private forecasters that this reces- 
sion probably will be "a signifi- 
cantly milder downturn" than others 
in the post-World War II period. 

Greenspan termed this development 
nothing short of remarkable, given the 
added shocks to the economy suffered 
with the Sept. 11 terrorist attacks. 

"If ever a situation existed in 
which the fabric of business and 
consumer confidence both here and 
abroad, was vulnerable to being 
torn, the shock of Sept. 11 was 
surely it," Greenspan said. 

Addressing the largest corporate 
bankruptcy in U.S. history, 
Greenspan said the collapse of en- 
ergy giant Enron Corp. underscores 
how fragile companies can be when 
their main business rests not on the 
number of factories they own pro- 
ducing real goods but on the pro- 
duction of less tangible services, 
such aS energy trading.   ' 

In response to questions, 
Greenspan said he did not believe En- 
ron's collapse would have any long- 
run impact on the economy but he 
said it did point to the need for 
tougher regulations to restore investor 
confidence in corporations' books. 
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list 100 people get free Smoothie King Smoothies! 
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Considering 
surviving 
"Survivor" 

Dear Mom, 
I am about to go on a trip. 
A really long trip. 
I am going there because I 

want to make a 
lot of money 
by placing my- 
self in the most 
difficult of cir- 
cumstances. It 
won't be easy, 
but 1 think 1 
can handle it. 

Don't   send Ryan Eloe 
me any money, 
I'm a big kid now. It shouldn't 
be a big deal. I only plan on 
bringing the clothes on my 
back, and maybe a little some- 
thing else for the ride. I also 
won't be buying much food. 
We'll see what happens. I have 
a feeling that when I get to this 
beach, there won't be much 
food or water suitable for drink- 
ing. Also, living should be 
cheap. I am going to start out 
by living with eight other peo- 
ple. Some are girls. Some are 
guys. Don't worry there won't 
be any hanky-panky. I don't 
even know them. 

I'm going to this island 
called Marquesas. Have you 
ever heard of it before? I 
haven't. 

Marquesas is supposedly in 
the South Pacific, sort of near 
Tahiti. Don't worry, I'm not fly- 
ing the plane, I have confidence 
I will get there okay. 

I'm somewhat worried about 
the other kids going on the trip. 
What if they don't like me? I 
am going to try to be on my best 
behavior. You've always ..{old 
me to just be myself. Well, you 
know what, I think sometimes I 
will be a little less than myself 
when I am around my new 
friends. 

At least at first. These new 
people probably won't realize 
what a strong personality I have 
at first. 

I wouldn't be surprised if my 
new friends also have really 
strong personalities. Other peo- 
ple have taken similar trip be- 
fore. Usually there are some 
interesting people. There's usu- 
ally a lot of young people who 
talk to much and old people 
who think they know every- 
thing. It always creates an in- 
teresting mix. 

That's not the only interest- 
ing mix. Typically in the past, 
there has been almost a calcu- 
lated group of people that go on 
this trip. I don't see this trip be- 
ing much different. There will 
probably be two blacks, one 
vegetarian, one homosexual 
and a Christian. 1 imagine there 
will also be some very attrac- 
tive men and women. And some 
equally unattractive people. 
Why is it that the unattractive 
people always feel so comfort- 
able walking around in so little 
clothes at the beach? This could 
be a problem. 

Anyway, I am going to be 
gone for about 39 days. I may 
be home early if everything 
doesn't work out as planned, 
but mama, you raised a winner. 

And there are even going to 
be people taping the trip the 
whole time I'm gone, so that 
when I get back they can air it 
all on television. Even a major 
network: CBS. 

People may not watch me on 
television because it's probably 
not going to look too different 
from something they've shown 
on TV before, but there's al- 
ways an audience for some- 
thing like this. A lot of people 
will probably choose to watch 
the television show "Friends" 
or go and do something more 
worthwhile with there time. But 
it's all good with me. I might 
win a prize, or even become fa- 
mous once I get back. 

Keep me in your prayers. 
Don't worry, you will see me 
soon enough. 

Love, 
Your son 

Ryan Eloe is a junior international 
economics major from Centenial, 
Colo. He can be contacted at 
(r.c.eloe@student.tcu.edu). 

Risky Business 
Despite possible benefits, diet supplements have many risks 

BY MEREDITH SMITH 
Skifl Slufl 

Weight-loss supplements such as Metabo- 
life, Hydroxycut and Dexatrim offer to help 
people lose weight faster but usually do not 
work, said Justin Leonard, a contributor to the 
MSN health Web site. 

"People usually gain back all the weight 
they lost while they were using the supple- 
ments," he said. 

What consumers usually don't hear is that 
diet pills may cause health problems. Some 
contain drugs that are reported by both the 
American Medical Association and the Food 
and Drug Administration to be dangerous if 
used improperly. 

One such weight-loss supplement, Fen- 
Phen, was taken off the market in the mid- 
1990s because people who used it were having 
strokes, heart attacks and even dying, said Re- 
becca Voelker, in the Journal of the American 
Medical Association. 

Fen-Phen contained fenfluramine and phen- 
termine, which is a monoamine oxidase in- 
hibitor, better known as an MAOI. These two 
drugs in combination kept the body from con- 
trolling the amount of serotonin, which is a 
hormone in blood plasma, Voelker said. 

"Excess serotonin damages blood vessels 
and heart valves, which leads to heart attacks 
and strokes," she said. 

Melissa Osborn, a junior art history major, 
took Fen-Phen before it was pulled off the 
market. A doctor prescribed it for her, not 
knowing at the time that it was dangerous, she 
said. 

"I didn't have any problems with it, but af- 
ter I quit taking it, it was taken off the mar- 
ket," Osborn said. "I only took it for a short 
time though." Other weight-loss supplements 
contain ephedrine, which helps to speed up the 
user's metabolism and give them energy, ac- 
cording to the FDA, which has received many 
negative reports associated with ephedrine. 

"A number of (reports) have described 
events that have resulted in death or other 
health problems such as seizures and strokes," 
said Dr. E. Ratcliffe Anderson Jr. in a letter to 
the FDA. 

Two of the diet pills containing ephedrine 
that are currently available over-the-counter 
are Metabolife 356 and Hydroxycut. 

"I have used both Fen-Phen and Metabolife, 
but I quit using them because they made my 
heart race," said Amber Swain, a sophomore 
fashion merchandising major. 

"My doctor never told me they could be 
harmful, but back then the doctors didn't know 
that," she said. 

(Catherine Hewitt, a sophomore early child- 
hood education major, said she has had friends 
who used Metabolife. 

"(My friends) told me that they could only 
sleep about four hours a night, and then they 
were tired during the day," she said. 

Both of these products have Web sites that 
give potential customers detailed information. 
They provide testimony from current cus- 
tomers, endorsements from doctors and guar- 
antees that the supplements are safe. 

However, it is the warning labels for these 
products that paint a different picture. 

The small print on the Metabolife 356 warn- 
ing label reads, "Exceeding the recommended 
serving may cause serious adverse health ef- 
fects including heart attack and stroke." 

Further down, it reads, "Individuals who 
consume caffeine with this product may expe- 
rience serious adverse health effects." Metabo- 
life, however, does provide a health hotline 
where customers can speak with registered 
nurses. 

Hydroxycut boasts that it is all-natural and 
many people think it is safer than other weight- 
loss supplements. It contains Ma Huang, 
which is nothing more than the herbal, unre- 
fined form of ephedrine. 

The Hydroxycut warning label says not to 
take more than 100 milligrams of ephedrine in 
a 24-hour period. However, each dosage of 
Hydroxycut contains 334 milligrams of Ma 
Huang. 

"There is really no one to regulate these pills 
because they are considered nutritional sup- 
plements and not medication," said Diane 
Hawley, a nursing professor. 

The FDA does not examine nutritional sup- 
plements and does not approve them, so there 

is no research or findings available to the pub- 
lic about the dangers of these supplements, 
Hawley said. 

According to the Texas Department of 
Health, in 1994, Texas was the first state to in- 
vestigate the links between ephedrine and the 
illnesses and deaths caused by them.Michelle 
Menecola at the Hydroxycut consumer hotline 
said, "Ephedrine is not bad for you if you don't 
exceed the dosage, and even if you do exceed 
the dosage, it will just make you a little jittery. 

"Taking ephedrine is like drinking a lot of 
sodas," she said. 

Leonard said the dangers of ephedrine have 
been overstated. 

"One could argue that anyone who experi- 
ences or has experienced side effects with 
ephedrine shouldn't be taking it," he said. 

He said in the case of ephedrine-related 

deaths, the user was probably taking too much 
and not following the directions. 

On his Web site, Leonard said that the only 
way to lose weight permanently is through 
healthy eating and exercise. 

"Although weight-loss drugs containing 
ephedrine help to speed up the person's me- 
tabolism, their metabolism returns to its noi - 
mal rate when they stop taking the drug." he 
said. 

Leonard said people should see their doc- 
tors before taking weight-loss supplements or 
beginning a diet. 

"The doctor can also determine what 
weight-loss program will be effective for you." 
said Leonard. 

Mrn-,lith Slllitll 
m.s.smuh&studerUMu.t'dii 

Diet supplements are available over the counter at almost any pharmacy. 
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Outwit 
Outplay 
Outlast 

THE   PLAYERS 
Maraamu 

Tribe 
Age: 28 

Marital status: single 
Occupation: nature guide 

Hometown: Gainsville, Ha. 
Luxury Ham: adventure bag 

Age: 23 
Marital status: single 

Occupation: Fadex pilot 
Hometown: LaJolla, Calif. 

Luxury Item: Navy Wings from 
grandfather 

Rotu 
Tribe 

Age: 23 
Marital status: single 

Occupation: bartender 
Hometown: Celo, N.C 

Luxury item: childhood teddy 
bear 

Age: 36 
Marital status: single 

Occupation: registered nurse 
Hometown: Omaha, Neb. 

Luxury item: massage oils 

Age: 49 
Martial status: married 

Occupation: truck assembler 
Hometown: Lugoft, S.C. 

Luxury Hem: locket of her 
Arabian horse's tall 

Age: 45 
Marital status: married 

Occupation: bowling allay owner 
Hometown: Mlllis, Mass. 

Luxury item: cologne 

Age: 26 
Marital status: single 

Occupation: construction worker 
Hometown: Canton, Mass. 

Luxury Item: football 

Age: 24 
Marital status: single 

Occupation: account manager 
Hometown. Newport oescn, uasi- 

Luxury Ham: pillow 

Age: 30 
Marital status: single 
Occupation: teacher 

Hometown: Harlem, N.Y. 
Luxury Item: Bible 

Age: 36 
Marital status: engaged 

Occupation: office manager 
Hometown: Portland, Ore. 

Luxury Item: notebook of poetry 

i:47 
Marital status: divorced 

Occupation: real estate agent 
Hometown: Burlington, VL 

Luxury Hem: canvas and paints 

Marital status: single 
Occupation: student 

Hometown: Layton, Utah 
Luxury Hem: scriptures 

Age: 57 
Marital status, married 

Occupation: judge 
Hometown: Thomaston. Ga. 
Luxury item: American Flag 

Age: 38 
Marital status: single 

Occupation: llmo driver 
Hometown: Queens, N.Y. 
Luxury Item: voodoo doll 

Age: 29 
Marital status: engaged 

Occupation: crime reporter 
Hometown: Mesa, Ariz. 

Luxury Item: pkutre of flnace 
and dog 

:35 
Marital statue: single 

Occupation: Ashing boat 

Luxury Hem: necklace 
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CUE 
From jmge I 

provost to replace the current core 
"with a new, revitalized curriculum 
that is consistent with our mission 
and values" in his annual State of 
the University address. 

Koehler said the change was 
made for several reasons. He said 
the Commission on the Future of 
TCU recommended an examination 
of the University Curriculum Re- 
quirements implemented in 1988. 

Ferrari said at last week's Faculty 
Senate meeting that two other 
groups, the Committee on the Un- 
dergraduate Experience and an Ad- 
dRan task force, persuaded him 
"that core curriculum review was a 
topic of considerable interest among 
faculty." 

Koehler said the mission state- 
ment had also been rewritten since 
that time and the UCR was not 
aligned with it. 

"One of the things that comes to 
mind is that the core is 14 years old, 
and came before long before the 
university's actions and activities in 
global education." Koehler said. 
"Technology was in its infancy, in 
comparison, in 1988. A lot of things 
have changed." 

In October 2(XK). the Curriculum 
Outcome Committee was created to 
study what "qualities, characteris- 
tics and skills" a student should pos- 
sess after completing the university 
curriculum and after receiving a 
bachelor's degree. The nine person 
committee, chaired by university li- 
brarian Bob Seal, issued a nine- 
page document outlining eight 
different skills a student should pos- 
sess after completing the core cur- 
riculum and 16 that a graduate 
should have. 

The committee sought input from 
alumni, faculty and students. In De- 
cember 2(XK), the Faculty Senate 
approved the committee's recom- 
mendations 

The road got bumpier thereafter. 

The bumpy road 

Three different committees were 
created the next semester and 
charged with building upon the out- 
comes outlined in the Seal docu- 

ment and creating separate propos- 
als for a core curriculum. Koehler 
said the committees were told not to 
discuss their proposals with one an- 
other. The goal, Koehler said, was 
to produce three independent pro- 
posals. From there, Koehler, the 
deans and the Faculty Senate would 
find similarities between the pro- 
posals and create a single proposal 
that could be submitted for faculty 
approval, he said. 

"As it turned out, the similarity 
was not as great as I would have ex- 
pected," Koehler said. "Because of 
the lack of similarity — although 
there were some common elements 
— we thought there was enough 
disparity on the three reports that 
we needed yet another committee to 
take the three reports and the Seal 
report and get some final thinking." 

Philosophy professor Richard 
Galvin, a member of the University 
Curriculum Implementation and 
Assessment Committee (UC1AC) 
chaired by assistant political science 
professor Joanne Green, said the in- 
ability to receive feedback from 
other committees hindered his 
group in producing a proposal. 

"We couldn't run it by anyone," 
Galvin said. "We were stalemated." 

Galvin said the ethics require- 
ment he authored, which was pat- 
terned after Harvard University's, in 
the Green committee's proposal did 
not resemble the CUE when it was 
introduced in December 2(H) 1. 

"You had three stages and each 
new committee started all over 
again," Galvin said last week before 
a revised draft was presented. 

But Lynn Flahive, an instructor 
of communication sciences and 
disorders and member of the 
UCIAC chaired by engineering 
professor Ed Kolesar, said the 
Kolesar committee's proposals 
were represented io the CUE. 

"There are elements of what we 
suggested," Flahive said. 

Chuck Williams, associate dean 
of undergraduate studies in the 
M.J. Neeley School of Business 
and chairman of another commit- 
tee, said the leadership requirement 
that made his group's proposal 
unique was not in the CUE. The 
Green committee proposed nine 
hours of leadership courses. 

Faculty input 

Some faculty have called the 
CUE process closed and said it has 
lacked relevant faculty input. 

But Koehler said the three com- 
mittees were supposed to get feed- 
back from other professors. 

"They just weren't supposed to 
confer with one another," Koehler 
said. 

While Galvin said the Green 
committee looked for faculty input, 
Williams and Flahive said their 
committees were so diverse that 
consultation was not necessary. 

"We didn't specifically poll or re- 
search faculty opinion," said 
Kathryne McDorman, an associate 
history professor and member of the 
Williams committee. "The idea was 
we were the ones being polled." 

Koehler said the university had 
planned on drafting a single pro- 
posal by the end of spring semester 
2(X)1. The decision to go with three 
committees instead of one delayed 
approval "probably by six months," 
Koehler said. 

"I think it probably worked out as 
well as having one," Koehler said. 
"You try something and sometimes 
you get better results than others." 

In fall 2001, the UCR Drafting 
Committee, chaired by English pro- 
fessor Richard Enos, was charged 
with merging the work of the four 
committees and producing a single 
proposal, which was introduced last 
December. 

The proposal was met with sharp 
criticism from professors in the hu- 
manities and sparked an e-mail de- 
bate amongst faculty. 

In a Jan. 30 Faculty Assembly, 
professors criticized the CUE and 
agreed the Faculty Senate should 
play a bigger role in revising the 
document. 

By taking the lead in the revision 
process, the Faculty Senate became 
the sixth body to introduce a pro- 
posal related to the CUE. 

"It's like we are rewriting a pa- 
per," said Faculty Senate chair- 
woman Carolyn Spence Cagle after 
last week's Faculty Senate meeting. 

"Yeah," Brown said laughing. 
"We are like in the 90th revision of 
the same paper." 

Brandon Ortiz 
b.p.ontz@stuaeiit.tcu.edu 

FINANCE 
From page 1 

positioning this center to be a vi- 
brant source of research and re- 
sources for our students and the 
business community in Fort Worth 
and beyond." 

According to a press release, the 
center will provide opportunities that 
are only available at a few universi- 
ties such as faculty access to the 
Wharton Research Data Service and 

the Bloomberg financial information 
service, two of the top catalogs in the 
industry. 

Lipscomb said the new research 
capabilities would help the finance 
department gain prestige. 

"We've put some resources be- 
hind our faculty and added to their 
research capabilities," Lipscomb 
said. "We add to our local and na- 
tional visibility with this center." 

He said the center would enable 
the finance department to pursue 
top faculty. 

"What we're going to do is help 
buy the very expensive data that 
faculty have to use to do research 
and to help the faculty become well 
known, primarily within academic 
circles," Lipscomb said. "We have 
the resources to make our depart- 
ment competitive in terms of hiring 
and research grants for faculty be- 
cause it's a competitive world for 
top finance faculty." 

Sam Eaton 
s.m.ealon@stiulera.tcu.edu 

ALMOST 
From page 1 

probably come back to see the 
weekly episodes as they are re- 
leased. 

"The quality for a college 
level production is just fantas- 
tic," Jackson said. 

Suzanne Russell, who plays 
Beth Merrick, said being asso- 
ciated with the production will 
help in the future because it 
gives her exposure in the ca- 
reer she hopes to follow. 

"Working with everybody is 
great," said Russell, a junior ra- 
dio-TV-film major. "I have 
class with most everybody and 
it kind of becomes like a new 
little family you are with all of 
the time." 

Robin Devoe, a senior radio- 
TV-film major and one of the 
directors, was a character in 
"Studio 13" and said it was 
about the backstage dilemmas 
of a soap opera production in 
California. 

"The plot line (of "Almost 
Legal") is more closely cen- 
tered to a college age, 18 to 24, 
and is more appealing to that 
age group," Devoe said. 

Veale said the setting of 
the series is in a Northeastern 
town and is based around the 
lives of students at a college 
and an all-girls boarding high 
school. 

Kelly Maria Howard 
k.fu.hauanlUi,stu(lcnt.tcu.edu 
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FoodStuff 
THE MAIN 

Today's menu 
LUNCH 

Italian sausage 

bnguine/penne pasta 

Traditional calzones 

Chicken and rice casserole 

Vegetarian barley 

Scalloped potatoes 

Corn cobbettes 

Onion rings 

Hot wings 

Smoked barbecue brisket 

Steamed peas and onions 

DINNER 

Pasta du jour 

Stewed eggplant 

Chicken tortellini with veggies 

Chipped beef steak with gravy 

Roasted vegetable paelle 

Macaroni and cheese 

Onion rings 

Rotisserie chicken 

Buttered noodles 

Steamed green beans 

Tomorrows menu 
LUNCH 

Self-serve pasta 

Fried Tilapia 

Baked macaroni and cheese 

Hush puppies 

Steamed green beans 

Onion rings 

Popcorn chicken 

Rotisserie chicken 

Black eyed peas 

Steamed mixed vegetables 

DINNER 

Baked Cajun catfish 

Broccoli and rice casserole 

Pasta and marinara 

Glazed carrots 

Barbecue chicken quarters 

Baked potato 

Onion rings 

Chef choice^alad 

Today'sFunnies 

Captain Ribman Sprengelmeyer & Davis 

DR. DEATHY McFELTCHER IS CAPTAIN RIBMAN'S ARCH NEMESIS. 

Lex Phil Flickinger 

WOW!   I CAN SUV THIS   PROGRAM 
FOR. 75 Y.   OFF SINCE   I'M   A 
Coue&e rrupewT!   WHY PIPWT 
SOU EWR BRIN6 W6  To THE 
STUPENT ComtVHb STORE, 6NAT f 

THAT C0ST5 
*MSO IN 
THE  REAL 
WORLP! 

6WKE,  TH|5 IS 
Come* FINANCIAL. 
PLANNING SOFTWARE 
YOU LIKE WASTING 

MONEY, PONT SOU ? 

STUPfNT RATES R>R 

SOFTWARE-. REASON 
*2t   FOR IDE T» 
STAY IN C0LL£6£ 
FOREVER i 

IT   (BI6HT 
rAAKE. A NICE 
FATHER'S 
»Y SIFT. .. 

Lewis Thomas & Peter Madey 

PurplePoll 
Q Will you watch the new premiere 

of "Survivor" tonight? 

YES 
12 

NO 
88 

thila cirtlefteU from an informal pi>ll amduviei] in TCU'N Main Cateiena This poll is not a 
scientific sampling anil should not he regarded as representative iii campus public opinion 

TodaysCross word 
ACROSS 

1 Marine leader7 

5 Former Turkish 
title 

10 Used leeches 
14 Mongrels 
15 Customary 
16 La gauche 
17 Havana aunts 
18 Washer cycle 
19 Actress Gray 
20 Cut and pasted 

together 
22 Elba's country 
23 Village in New 

York 
27 Dry-heat bath 
30 Issuing 

commands 
34 Embassy 

leader abbr 
35 Ken's doll 
38 Niagara's 

source 
39 Sticky stutt 
41 Martinique 

volcano 
42 European 

defense assn 
43 French pronoun 
44 Opposed 
46 Kennedy or 

Koppel 
47 Backtracks 
49 Steel plow 

pioneer 
51 In a refuge 
54 Type of ink 
57 Indulgent 
61 Comprehends 
62 Russian leader 
65 Donkey's lament 
66 Shoe form 
67 Astound 
68 Speech 

impediment 
69 Part of BPOE 
70 Epic tales 
71 Resound 

DOWN 
1 Play parts 
2 Witty remark 
3 Caspian Sea 

feeder 
4 Select for a duty 
5 Blender setting 
6 Stage whisper 
7 Start of a day9 

I I , 1_ ., ■■lO                   1? I ■ 
PHI-.! 

,„! 
■ t R_ 1" m ^B I I ■ 

VffllU 

9 Pub potable 
10 Kinsmen 
11 Turkish money 
12 Thoroughly 

corrupt 
13 Contradict 
21 Fiddler or hermit 
22 Cool down 
24 Most honorable 
25 More ironic 
26 French notions 
27 Lyricist Carol 

Bayer  
28 Substitute for 

soap 
29 Letter-shaped 

fastener 
31 Fuming 
32 Saltpeter 
33 Crystal-lined 

rock 
36 Swiftly 
37 Whoop it up 
40 Lasts 
45 Utopia 
48 Eureka! 
50 Fit tor 

Wednesday' S Solutions 
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consumption 
52 Famous fair lady 
53 Coty and Clair 
54 of Dogs 
55 Actress Patricia 
56 Escritoire 
58 tdle or Clapton 

59 "Bed Riddance" 
author 

60 Input error 
62 Dance step 
63 Actress 

Thurman 
64 Chasing game 

AGATHA CHRISTIE MEETS FAWLTY TOWERS 

/nspeCt@r 
H©[M(ld 
TOM STOPHMD'S 
mysttry/ctiMiy 

CURTAIN TIMES THIS WEEK 
FRIDAY MARCH 1 AT 8:00PM 
SATURDAY MARCH 2 AT 3:00PM 
SATURDAY MARCH 2 AT 8:00PM 
SUNDAY MARCH 3 AT 7:30PM 

STUDENT DISCOUNTS 
$3 OFF RESERVED SEATS 
FOR ANY PERFORMANCE 

M PRICE RESERVED SEATS 
SATURDAY 3PM 6 SUNDAY 

$5 STUDENT RUSH TICKETS 
FOR AVAILABLE SEATING 
30 MIN. BEFORE CURTAIN 
ALL PERFORMANCES. 
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TheSideline 
Jordan could return to 
season after surgery 

WASHINGTON (AP) — 
Michael Jordan will probably be 
able to play again this season. 
Whether he can make it back in 
time to save the Washington Wiz- 
ards' drive for the playoffs is an- 
other matter. 

Jordan had surgery for the first 
time in his career Wednesday 
morning. 

Team physician Dr. Stephen 
Haas found and repaired torn car- 
tilage in the 39-year-old for- 
ward's right knee, an injury Haas 
said was the result of normal 
wear and tear for an athlete of 
Jordan's caliber. 

Typically, recovery time for 
such an operation is two to six 
weeks, and many variables — 
age, severity of the tear, workout 
ethic — can determine where a 
patient fits in that range. The Wiz- 
ards will have a better idea of Jor- 
dan's time frame when he begins 
therapy after a few days of rest. 

If Jordan's falls in the middle 
of the range — four weeks — he 
would miss 16 games, including 
the entire six-game road trip in 
mid-March that could make or 
break the Wizards' season. He 
could join the road trip in 
progress if he misses two or three 
weeks, while a six-week layoff 
wouldn't bring him back until the 
final week of the regular season. 

University of Arkansas to 
address coach's remarks 

LITTLE ROCK, Ark. (AP) — 
University of Arkansas officials 
say Nolan Richardson's remarks 
against the media and critical fans 
will be addressed but they didn't 
say how. 

The Razorbacks basketball 
team left Fayetteville on Wednes- 
day for a game at Mississippi 
State, the first since Richardson 
claimed he is treated differently 
by reporters and fans because he 
is black. 

The university's administration 
said for a time Tuesday that chan- 
cellor John White would discuss 
Richardson's comments with the 
longtime coach. It later said no 
meeting was scheduled. 

Various administrators ex- 
pressed concern that talk of a 
meeting suggested Richardson au- 
tomatically will be disciplined. 
The school then issued a state- 
ment with no specifics. 

"The university will work its 
way through this matter in the ap- 
propriate way and in the appropri- 
ate time," university spokesman 
Roger Williams said. 

Williams and White's adminis- 
trative assistant, Gail Moore, said 
no meeting was scheduled. 

Officials seek investigation 
of Russian skiers' drug tests 

TORONTO (AP) — If at first 
you succeed, try, try again. 

Canadian Olympic officials who 
protested the pairs figure skating 
judging to get a gold medal for 
Jamie Sale and David Pelletier 
now want the International 
Olympic Committee to review 
drug tests in cross-country skiing. 

The goal is for Canadian skier 
Beckie Scott, who won the bronze 
medal in the women's 10-K cross 
country combined event on Feb. 15. 

New conference, same result for Frogs 
BY STEPHEN HAWKINS 

FORT WORTH — TCU coach 
Jeff Mittie had to temper his ex- 
pectations and change his game 
plan after one of his two returning 
starters was lost for the season on 
the first day of practice. 

When team MVP Tricia 
Payne tore knee ligaments, the 
Lady Frogs were left with just 
one other player who had ever 
started a game for them, senior 
forward Kati Safaritova. The 
rest of the roster included six 
newcomers and five other re- 
turning players. 

"We felt like we had a tal- 
ented group," Mittie said. 
"Then when we lost Tricia, one 
of the things I was looking at is 
a team being so young and new 
to each other." 

Mittie knew that his team was 
going to have to excel defen- 
sively to have a chance to repeat 
the success of 2000-01, when 
TCU had its first 20-win regu- 
lar season and went to the 
NCAA tournament for the first 
time and upset Penn State in the 
opening round. 

"I knew defensively, we had to 
be the best team we could be," 

he said. "That's what we focused 
on. And the team bought into 
what we were telling them." 

Four months later, the No. 25 
Lady Frogs (22-5) head into the 
Conference USA tournament 
with their second straight 20- 
win season, second straight con- 
ference title 
even       after 
switching 
leagues — and 
first   Top   25 
ranking. 

They've 
succeeded 
with 

ment bid, no matter what hap- 
pens this weekend. 

This season has been a re- 
warding one for Mittie, who 
when tempering his expecta- 
tions early also had to change 
his approach. 

"I have no problems with high 
expecta- 

"/ knew defensively, we had to 
be the best team we could be. 
That's what we focused on. 
And the team bought into what 
we were telling them." 

-Jeff Mittie 

one   of 
the nation's best defenses. The 
Lady Frogs are allowing just 
57.7 points a game (15th in 
NCAA) and opponents are 
shooting just 35 percent (sixth 
in NCAA). 

"They say defense wins 
games," sophomore Ebony 
Shaw said. "At first, when we 
hadn't gelled as a team, we were 
struggling offensively and de- 
fense won us the game." 

TCU has a first-round bye, 
and will play Marquefte or Saint 
Louis on Saturday in Chicago. 
The Lady Frogs are seemingly 
assured another NCAA tourna- 

tions, but I 
want them 
to be realis- 
tic in a real- 
istic time 
frame," he 
said. "I 
didn't want 

young players feeling like they 
had failed when they hadn't 
achieved growth. I had to back 
up and be more realistic, back up 
and keep things simple. 

"The goals we set before Tri- 
cia got hurt, they were attain- 
able, but the timeline had to 
change," he said. 

TCU was 2-2 after a 76-60 
loss at No. 5 Oklahoma on Nov. 
27, but then won five straight 
games. The Frogs have lost just 
three more times, all of the 
losses after winning at least four 
games in a row. 

"We knew we had a bunch 

of great players, but we won- 
dered how good this team was 
or how good we'd be to- 
gether," Shaw said. 

"When we lost a couple of 
games at the beginning of the 
season, we were still trying to 
work with each other and get a 
feel. As we progressed toward 
the conference, we started 
gelling together." 

They were ready for the new 
league. Getting an early boost 
with wins over preseason-fa- 
vorites Louisville and Cincin- 
nati, the Lady Frogs went on to 
a 12-2 C-USA mark and won 
the regular-season title. 

"We had to prepare for 13 
different teams. That is a diffi- 
cult task and I didn't know if 
this young team could do it," 
said Mittie, who has 63 wins in 
his three seasons at TCU. 
"They did a great job preparing 
for new teams. We just kind of 
grinded it out and found ways 
to win." 

TCU has won four straight 
games and eight of its last nine. 
Safaritova is the team's leading 
scorer at 13.4 point per game, 
but four other players score at 
least 8.5 a game. 

Simon Upez/SKIFF STAFF 
Senior Kati Safaritova is a leader on the floor. Head coach Jeff 
Mittie says her guidance has been key this year for the Lady 
Frogs in cracking the ESPN/USA Today Top 25 poll, AP Top 
25 poll and winning the Conference USA regular season title. 

Aikman 
happy as 
family man 

BY STEPHEN HAWKINS 
Associated Prow 

WACO (AP) — Troy Aikman still be- 
lieves he can play in the NFL. A year af- 
ter he was cut by the Dallas Cowboys, 
though, he doesn't miss it as much as he 
thought he would. 

"There's a general perception that I'm 
looking to get back into the league, and 
that's really not true," Aikman said. "I'm 
very happy doing what I'm doing with 
Fox and I'm happy right now in my per- 
sonal life with my family. 

"It was a really good year for me and 
it would take a pretty good situation foot- 
ball-wise for me to get out of that and 
back on the field." 

Aikman wasn't as ready to walk away 
from the game when the Cowboys cut 
him last March because of salary cap and 
health concerns. It took another month 
before the quarterback who won three 
Super Bowls decided to retire. 

He has since found contentment as a 
husband, father and NFL broadcaster for 
the Fox network. 

"I've put it all in perspective. This is 
another part of my life," said Aikman, 35, 
who Tuesday night was inducted into the 
Texas Sports Hall of Fame. 

Aikman's wife, Rhonda, is expecting 
another daughter in August. The couple 
also has a 6-month-old daughter and are 
raising a 12-year-old daughter from her 
previous marriage. 

Since his retirement, Aikman said he 
has been contacted by "a few teams" to 
gauge his level of interest in playing. 

"I'm certainly not going out of my way 
trying to figure out where I can latch on 
with a team," Aikman said. "If I had 
wanted to play, I could have played last 
season and be with a team right now." 

Soaring high 

David Dunai/ STAFF REPORTER 
Junior Brandal Lawrence practices the long jump at the Lowdon Track & Field Complex. Certain members of the 
track and field team qualified to participate at the Cyclone National Track 4 Field QuaMer on Friday in Ames, Iowa. 
Michael Fratet, Monica Twum and Chaunte Baldwin qualified in the 60-meter dash, Jermaine Joseph and Steve 
Slowly qualified in the 200, Herbert Mwangi qualified in the 3000, and the 4x40O-meter relay team of Kendall 
Pyant, Jason Morgan, Steve Slowly and Terrance McBryde qualified. 

Astros drop 
ballpark name 

BY KRISTEN HAYS 
Associated Press 

HOUSTON (AP) — The Houston As- 
tros are dropping the name "Enron Field" 
from their ballpark to relieve themselves 
of the embarrassment. 

The team announced Wednesday that 
it had struck a deal with the bankrupt en- 
ergy giant to pay it $2.1 million to buy 
back the naming rights to the ballpark, 
which would be called "Astros Field" un- 
til a new sponsor could be found. 

"It's time to move forward," Astros 
owner Drayton McLane Jr. said. "I am very 
happy that we have been able to reach this 
settlement and put this issue behind us." 

The deal is subject to approval by the 
federal bankruptcy court handling the En- 
ron case. A hearing was scheduled for 
Wednesday in New York. 

At least seven companies with Houston 
ties have already approached the team about 
sponsoring it, and McLane said he hoped to 
have a deal within two or three months. 

Enron officials did not immediately 
return a call seeking comment. 

The energy giant that collapsed in an ac- 
counting scandal had reached 30-year, $100 
million deal in 1999 to name the Houston 
ballpark Enron Field. Despite its bankruptcy 
filing in December, Enron was current on its 
ballpark payments through next August. 

Earlier this month, the Astros told the 
bankruptcy court that continuing to play 
at a stadium named Enron Field would 
hurt the team. 

"Because the Enron name blankets the 
stadium, thousands of people who have 
been adversely affected by the Enron col- 
lapse are being reminded on a daily ba- 
sis of this continuing tragedy," the team 
said in court papers. 

Enron had previously argued that there 
was no provision in the contract that al- 
lows the team to back out unilaterally. 

The company has made three annual 
payments totaling $10.25 million on the 
naming-rights deal. 
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"CREATIVE ASSOCIATE" 
FOR PAINTING ACROSS AMERICA 

Series of cities * 600 cityscapes since 1990 by Dick Maw 
Texas Best Pure Artist of Cityscapes 

Sales Marketing, share Driving, see Country 
with Arts Sales, Marketing. 

Resume, letter & photo to: Select Arts Resources 
PO Box 82 
Weatherford, TX 76086 

Or leave a message at:      940-325-8317 

Generous commission & all expenses paid 2002/03. 
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Cyber Cafe & Coffee Shop 
TCU Area's Best Kept Secret: we serve 

"outstanding" soups & sandwiches 

3521 Bluebonnet 
Circle 

m 817.926.7660 


