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Big 
Contribution 
Sophomores Chase 
Johnson and 
Anthony Alabi are 
playing significant 
roles in the Frog's 
offense. 
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OPINION 

Student* need to show more support for the basketball 
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Biology, geology graduate schools under review 
A Biology and geology faculty com- 

mittee has been appointed to help 

determine the fate of the graduate 

programs 

BY JOI HARRIS 
Slafl Re i 

Biology and geology faculty mem- 
bers are scheduled to meet separately 
with Provost William Koehler today to 
discuss the future of their respective 
graduate programs amidst reports they 
could be combined or eliminated. 

The meeting is part of a university- 

wide review of graduate programs. 
Ray Drenner, a biology professor. 

said dismantling those graduate pro- 
grams is only one of several options 
the university may take. He said com- 
bining the two programs has also been 
mentioned. 

"We will lix)k for different models 
that might be considered for the pro- 
grams." Drenner said. "We'll also con- 
sider our objectives and determine 
whether we're meeting them." 

Drenner said Michael McCracken, 
dean of the College of Science and En- 
gineering,  has  appointed  a  faculty 

committee to perform a self-study of 
both departments and present a report 
on their findings at the end of the se 
mester. McCracken referred all ques- 
tions to Koehler, who will not he- 
available for comment until after to- 
day's meeting, his secretary said. 

Geology department chairman 
Nowell Donovan said he has heard ru- 
mors that some graduate programs 
"might get the ax." 

"Rumors float around all places," 
Donovan said. "Academia is a place 
where people like to gossip." 

Donovan said he would not com- 

ment further until he had not spoken to 
the provost or McCracken. 

Richard Hanson, the geology grad 
uate programs advisor, said the meet- 
ing is part of a review of all graduate 
programs being conducted by the divi- 
sion of academic affairs. 

"The whole university is going 
through assessments right now." Hanson 
said. They want to detemiine how pro- 
ductive the graduate program are. what 
type of resources they have and what 
they can do to he more successful." 

Hanson said he feels the dean ulti- 

mately wants to have I till] e\anuna 
turn of their use of resources. 

Emest Couch. an associate biology 
professor, said he cannot see a rational 
administration removing programs 
that have been successful tor such a 
long time. 

"It would be a big mistake to re- 
move them because the] bring prestige 
research and greater interaction for un- 
dergraduates." (ouch sau] 

Joi Hitni- 

OFFICIALS SEEK TO REDUCE CAMPUS THEFTS 

Keys replaced by cards 
to increase security 
Officials say the card swipe 

system offers better security 

than keys and is a more 

convenient tool to keep 

track of people entering the 

buildings. 

BY DAVID REESE 
V«- l.illl.ir 

If it seems as if some 
classrooms and residence 
halls have become like Mo- 
tel 6 because of card ac- 
cessed doors, it is by design: 
university officials say it is to 
alleviate security problems. 

Security measures such as 
the card swipe door-lock 
system and devices on some 
equipment have been in- 
stalled in new and existing 
buildings because university 
officials and TCU Police say 
the safety of students and 
the university's resources 
are a priority. 

According to the TCU Po- 
lice Web site. 33 thefts were 
reported from academic 
buildings and residence halls 
across campus from January 
to October this year. Stolen 
items ranged from money in 
wallets to computers and 
video projectors. 

No specific areas on cam- 
pus are more likely to be tar- 
geted by thieves, said Pam 

photo editor/Sarah McCUUan 
The university has installed card-swipe door locks across campus to 
reduce access and thus prevent thefts. University officials say the card 
swipes add flexibility. 

Christian, a TCU Police 
crime prevention officer. 
However, most thefts are in 
parking lots, according to 
the TCU Police daily crime 
report on the Internet. 

"Theft is an opportunity 
crime." Christian said. "It will 
happen when opportunity 
arises." 

The campus' open build 

ings give thieves easy access, 
said College of Science and 
Engineering Dean Michael 
McCracken, whose college is 
housed in the first building to 
become predominantly ac- 
cessed by a card swipe door- 
lock system. 

He said it is hard to tell 

(Mure OH SECURITY, pipe 2) 

Thefts 

Campus 

Note: Onl) building 
wham npeitod tlwl'i- 
oeeurod ■* on the map. 

Number of 
Campus Location Thefts Jan. 1 to Oct. 15 2002 

01 Boiley Building 1 
02 Ballet Building 3 
03 Beckham Shelburne 1 
04 Bass Building 1 

05 Clark Hall 1 

06 Dan Rogers Building 2 
07 Ed landrelh Hall 5 
08 Foster Hall 2 
09 Jarvis 1 
10 Milton Daniel Hall 3 
11 Moncrief Hall 3 
12 Moudy Building 2 

13 Reed Hall 1 
14 Rickel Building 2 

15 Sid Richardson Building 2 
16 Student Center 1 

17 TCU Bookstore 1 

18 Tucker Technology Center 1 

19 Winton-Scott Building 2 

Students need to help keep campus safe, some officials say 
Students ultimately determine how 

effective new doors, locking sys- 

tems and security measures are, 

police say. 

BY DAVID HI I s| 
News Editor 

The university has tried to in- 
crease campus safety and security 
over the past year by installing a 
new door-lock system, additional 
security cameras and locks for 
class projectors after several 
thefts. 

But university officials say they 
need one more thing: help from 
students. 

The best security plan is indi- 
vidual responsibility, said College 
of Science and Engineering Dean 
Michael McCracken, whose col- 
lege relies more on the card-swipe 
system than key locks. 

He said the door-lock system has 

effectively kept most unwanted 
people out of buildings and rooms, 
but it is undermined by irresponsi- 
ble students. 

"During my 31 years at TCU. 
I have found that people prop 
doors open whether for their 
friends or any person off the 
street," he said. 

Security lies within the student 
body, said Craig Elders, associate 
director of Student Affairs Infor- 
mation Services. 

"Students have to have responsi- 
bility." Elders said. "If you prop 
doors then security is gone." 

James Beasley, a Moncrief Hall 
resident assistant and junior Latin 
American studies major, said resi- 
dents in his building do not prop 
doors. Instead, he said, the major 
problem is residents who let 
strangers into the building. 

Some students say getting into 

residence halls is as easy as wait- 
ing outside. 

"Odds are other residents with a 
card or key will let you in," said 
Bryan Baeten. a sophomore busi- 
ness major. 

Residential Services has taken 
steps to prevent this from happen- 
ing. Hall directors and staff mem- 
bers counsel residents on the safety 
and security, said Roger Fisher, di- 
rector of Residential Services. 

Although he said there are no of- 
ficial penalties for propping or 
opening doors for strangers, he will 
recommend to the dean kicking a 
repeat offender out of his or her 
residence halls. 

"if they have no responsibility to 
the community," Fisher said, "1 
have no problem recommending 
them to no longer live in the halls." 

David lie's,' 
d.w.reese@Uu.eilu 

Security guard Derek Reese and TCU police Corporal Ervey Garcia change shifts at the security 
booth Wednesday in front of the Tom VVright-Rete Brown Residential Community Even with steps 
police have taken to crack down on thefts. TCU officials say they need the help of students, too 

Legality of 
SGA executive 
actions called 
into question 
Some SGA members say the 

Administrative Cabinet did not have 

a quorum for a vote endorsing a let- 

ter caing for higher pay for low- 

wage staff members. Advisers and 

officers wi meet Friday to discuss 

the constitutionality of the vote. 

in KMIIY 11 KM:K 
SI IM Hi 

Student Government Associa- 
tion officer! and advisers iaj thev 
will meet Friday to discuss 
whether the Administrative Cabi- 
net acted unconstitutionally last 
week when it endorsed I letter 
sent to Chancelloi Michael Fer 
ran calling lor higher pa) for 
low -wage siatt memberi 

President Chelsea Hudson an- 
nounced Tueada) that the Ad- 
ministrative Cabinet had voted 
Ml to endorse on SOA'l behalf a 
letter written hv Stall Assembly, 
with onlv Treasurer George Pey- 
ton abstaining 

But both Peyton and John 
Billingsley, the vice president of 
the House of Student Represent;! 
lives, s.nd the) were absent from 
the voic According to ti. 
bylaws, the Administrative Cabi- 
net must have lour members to 
"pass or approve all business" 

"The House should have been 
brought up tot debate." said Pey- 
ton, adding that he left before the 
vote. "Administrative Cabinet re 
alt) wanted SGA's name on the 
letter, so thev made a vole with 
out the House's knowledge." 

Billingslev added. "In the 
meeting this Tuesday, it was dis 
cussed and agreed upon that the 

I Mori . - _'i 

Free program 
for children 
teaches safety 
B\ Jll.l MHMVdi; 
Si fl It i.-i 

A  tree si\ week program  toi 
children oi Faculty, stall and stu 
dents intended lO leach safety and 
defensive skills is scheduled to 
begin in January 

The program. radKids. or Re- 
sisting Aggression Defensively, is 
tor children ages 5 io I I and « ill 
be ottered through the Staff As 
seinblv The Fort Worth Crime 
Prevention Resource Center will 
help get the program started, said 
Hao Tran. a stall member who is 
setting up the program. 

"The goal of the program is to 
empower children to be more 
self-confident and to recognize 
their tears and to transform ihem 
into mental strength." Iran said 

She said the program first 
started as ,i serv ice tor employees 
but now will reach out to the 
community. 

Shauna Fit/jarreM. the preven- 
tion coordinator at the CPRC. 
said she teaches the RAD class 
tor adults at TCU and will teach 
the class for children when it 
starts. The class was taught last 
spring at W.M. Green Elementary 
and W.J Turner Elementary 
schools and is also offered to 
community  groups,  elementary 

I More an R \l>. BOgH 2) 

t-l 
sP THURSDAY 

High: 68; Low: 44; Sunny 

FRIDAY 

High: 64; Low: 41; Mostly Sunny 

SATURDAY 

High: 66: Low: 46; Mostly Sunny 

1783 — Two French men make the first 
untethered hoi air balloon flight, flying 5.5 
miles over Paris in 25 minutes. 

1877 — Thomas Edison, an American 
inventor, announced his first great invention 
of die phonograph, a way to record and play 
back sound. 

1945 — Actress Goldie Hawn is bom in 
Washington, D.C. I 

Check in with Friday's edition of the Skiff'for 
a preview of the TCU/East Carolina game. 
We'll have analysis, the edge, key matchups and 
we'll have the three keys to victory as the Frogs 
look to keep themselves as the sole leader in the 
conference standings. 

The Pulse/Campus Lines 2 

Opinion 3 

National Digest 4 

International Digest 4 

Features 5 

Etc. 7 

Sports 

www.skiff.tcu.edu 
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CampusLines 
Your bulletin board 
for campus events 

■ The TCU London Centre will 
have an information session at 4 
p.m todm in the Moud) Building 
South. Room 271. Information 
about classes ottered by the jour- 
nalism. radio-TV-film and theater 
departments will be discussed. 
More information is available in 
the Office of International Educa- 
tion, Sadler Hall. Room In. 

■ The Society of Professional 
Journalists will have a meeting 
at 5:30 P-tn. Thursday in the 
Moud) Building South. Room 
279. \Ve will he discussing con- 
vergence journalism and will 
have pros from local stations in to 
chat with. Free food will be pro- 
vided. For more information, call 
(XI7) 237-6268. 

■ All Knglish majors and mi- 
nors who wish to apply for mem 
berehip in Sigma Tau Delta, the 
English Honor Society, are in- 
vited to pick up applications from 
the English department office. 
Reed Hall. Room 314. The dead 
line is Friday. 

■ The deadline for applications 
for the Truman Scholarship is 
Dec 2 The scholarship provides 
up to $30,000 to help fund gradu- 
ate stud) t"i those seeking to en- 
ter public scr\ ice. Applications are 
available at (www.truman.gov). 
Applications and questions should 
be directed to Ralph Carter in the 
political science department. 
Sadlet Hall. Room 205. 

AnnoutKi'iiK-nls >•! campw e\cnls, puhlic 
riKT'tiniK and other general campm infor- 
mation should he brought to ihe TCI !):ul\ 
skill office .it Moody HiiiMing South. 
Room 291, mailed to Id to* 298050 or 
c-uwili'd 111 tkifftetten9lcu.edu. Deadline 
fSoj recerviog HmnuiM'ftnunli is 2 p.m. the 
day before the) sretoniii TheSftjyretenwi 
the right to edh nibmisnom tor style, taste 
.nul vpiot ivauttbk 
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Gore calls Bush's economic, political agendas a failure 
Former Vice President Al Gore says 
Bush's economic plan and war on 
terrorism have been failures, and 
focus should not be on Iraq. Gore 
has not decided whether he will run 
against Bush in 2004. 

BY WILL LESICT 
U»« i.n.-.l Pm 

WASHINGTON — Al Gore said 
Wednesday that President Bush is 
making serious mistakes in the war on 
terrorist] and called his economic plan 
"a catastrophic failure." That gives De- 
mocrats "an excellent chance" to win 
the White House in 2(XM, whoever 
their nominee is. he said. 

"Now the warlords are back in con- 
trol, the Taliban is back in 
I Afghanistan) and for a variety of rea- 
sons al Qaeda is back at full strength 
and Osama is back making his threats 
against the U.S." Gore said in an in- 
terview with The Associated Press. 

The Republicans dominated in the 
midterm elections this year, but that 
is because the economy's problems 
"did not count for a lot in the 
midterm elections because they 
shifted the national dialogue to a war 
with Iraq and — as the president's 
chief of staff put it — they waited 
until Labor Day to roll out a new 
product line," Gore said, referring to 
a possible war with Iraq. 

Gore is on the brink of deciding if 
he will run for the Democratic nom- 
ination in a chance to oppose Bush a 
second time. He said he would de- 
cide over the Christmas holidays. 

But he said his "gut feeling is that 
whoever the Democratic nominee 
turns out to be will have an excellent 
chance in 2004 simply because the 
Bush-Cheney economic plan has 
been a catastrophic failure." 

"By 2004, the economic conse- 
quences  of this   plan,   now  that 

they've got both the House and the 
Senate and they're unlikely to 
change their blueprint, I don't think 
it has a chance in the world of work- 
ing, unfortunately," he said. 

Gore has said the whole Bush 
economic plan and economic team 
should be thrown out, and the ad- 
ministration should start over with 
tax cuts aimed specifically at the 
middle class. 

The former vice president was in- 
terviewed by telephone from Los 
Angeles. 

As for the war on terror. Gore was 
critical of the Bush administration for 
turning its focus toward Iraqi Presi- 
dent Saddam Hussein before it had 
dealt effectively with al Qaeda. He 
said administration officials have said 
al Qaeda "has reconstituted itself, re- 
gained its strength and now poses just 
as much of a threat to the United 
States today as it did immediately 

prior to Sept. 11. That sounds like we 
have not made much headway." 

And Gore said top military offi- 
cials say the United States is losing 
ground in Afghanistan. 

Gore said that 
"after a magnifi- 
cent response to 9- 
11. President Bush 
then lost focus." 

"As the fall elec- 
tions approach, for 
whatever reason, he 
decided to start a 
new war," Gore 
said. "Saddam Hus- 
sein is a bad guy 
who deserves to be 
removed from 
power. But he is not the one who at- 
tacked us Sept. 11. He is not the one 
who is threatening to kill us right now. 

"The president succeeded during 
the election campaign in convincing 

a majority that Saddam Hussein and 
al Qaeda are practically the same 
thing ... but he convinced the major- 
ity of something that is not true and 
is not backed up by any evidence 

that     I     am 
aware of." 

White 
House offi- 
cials dis- 
missed Gore's 
comments as 
political pos- 
luring. 

"The presi- 

dent is uniting 

the country 

and the world in the global war on 

terrorism and we're making great 

progress both at home and abroad," 
said White House spokeswoman 

Claire Buchan. 

"...whoever the Democratic 

nominee turns out to be will 

have an excellent chance in 

2004 simply because the Bush- 

Cheney economic plan has 

been a catastrophic failure." 

— Al Gore 

former U.S. Vice President 

.(•JUMUIINII ItrpurtiiMitfl luinnMfi    lmiim\  lli.im.,Mni 

SECURITY 
From pngf I 

who belongs in a building. 
"No one on campus really knows 

who should be here or not." Mc- 
Cracken said 

The administration and police 
department are trying various 
measures to reduce crime. 

Christian said 
TCU police patrol 
in cars, on bike, 
on foot and in golf 
carts. Security 
video cameras arc 
■1*0 located 
through out cam- 
pus. Christian did 
not    reveal    the 
number or location of the video cam- 
eras, citing security reasons. 

The card swipe system has become 
popular due to its success in residence 
halls during the past few years, said 
Craig  Elders, associate director of 

Student Affairs Information Services. 
Elders said the university will 

add nearly 90 card swipe doors by 
year's end. Forty card swipes will 
be installed in the William E. and 
Jean Jones Tucker Technology Cen- 
ter. 11 in the Steve and Sarah Smith 
Entrepreneurial Hall and 30 in the 
new University Recreation Center. 

He said there are no future plans 
to install any more doors on cam- 
pus due to the high costs. 

"There   is   a 

"The rani system allows a 

lot of flexibility and greater 

control of who enters the 

building." 
— Craig Elders 

associate director of Student Affairs 

considerable ex- 
pense." Elders 
said. "It is about 
$5,000 for each 
door and equip- 
ment." 

Elders said the 
door is expensive 
because its com- 

munication lines and wiring work in- 
dependently of the entire  server 
system in each building 

He said the card swipes reduce 

the number of keys checked out to 

faculty, staff and students. Plus, the 

Student Center can de-activate lost 

cards, whereas if keys are lost, the 

university has to replace the locks 

and issue new keys. 
In larger buildings such as Sid W. 

Richardson Hall, more than a hun- 
dred keys are checked out to fac- 
ulty and students, McCracken said. 

"Key security is difficult to con- 
trol," McCracken said. "The card 
system allows a lot of flexibility 
and greater control of who enters 
the building."Elders said the tech- 
nology of the door system allows a 
list to be printed of all people who 
have entered the building during 
any time specified. 

He said the doors also set an 
alarm off to the system directory at 
the police station and the ID card 
center when a door is being tam- 
pered with or propped. 

Ilavirl RMH 
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SGA 
From page 1 

number for Administrative Cabi- 
net's quorum was four members. At 
the time of the vote four members 
were not present, and therefore the 
vote should have never taken place." 

Parliamentarian Brian Casebolt 
said "an abstention was not com- 
mitted." 

"The individual who Hudson 
staled cast an abstention vote was 
not even present." he said. 

Vice President of Programming 
Council Brad Thompson, a member 
of the Administrative cabinet, de- 
fended the vote. The other committee 
members. President Chelsea Hudson 
and Secretary CiAnn Ardoin, could 
hot be reached for comment. 

"Rules are important, but we are 
talking  about  people's livelihood 

here," said Thompson, who is also 
SGA president-elect. 

But Billingsley said the House 
was shut out of a controversial de- 
cision. 

"The power of the student repre- 
sentatives was taken away by our 
president and the Administrative 
Cabinet," Billingsley said. "They 
robbed the House of power over a 
very controversial issue." 

Tuesday night at the SGA meet- 
ing Hudson defended the Adminis- 
trative Cabinet's vote by reading 
Article IV, Section I of the SGA 
constitution It states, "The Admin- 
istrative Cabinet shall have the fol- 
lowing executive powers and duties: 
To act in an administrative and ad- 
visory capacity in coordinating ex- 
ecutive functions." 

Billingsley said Hudson's inter- 
pretation of the constitution was ex- 
tremely liberal. 

There are certain rules and pro- 
cedures that are understood even 
though they may not be defined in 
any document," Billingsley said. 
"Our normal operating procedures 
have been overturned and the role of 
the House was reduced greatly, if 
possjbly, made null." 

SGA adviser James Parker said 
he would not comment until he 
speaks with the officers and other 
advisers Friday. 

Kniilv Turner 
f.l.tuniertfftcu.eilu 

CORRECTION 

It should have stated in the Time- 
less Themes story that Meryl Streep 
was the lead actress in the film 
adaptation of "Dancing at Lugh- 
nasa." 

Time guidance 

I'hotu edilor/Sartth McCUIUin 
Brent O'Bannen discusses time management skills at a brown bag tunch and lecture 
Wednesday in the Student Center. The campus recreation fitness and wellness depart- 
ment and human resources collaborated to put the program together. 

RAD 
From page I 

schools, churches and other social 
service agencies. 

She said the class teaches safety 
skills for when they are home, out 
or while at school. The children are 
also taught defense against abduc- 
tion and personal safety, she said. 

"What they are learning is how to 
keep themselves safe," said Fitzjar- 
rell, adding that children need to 
know what to do when they are alone. 

"Ninety percent of self-defense 

is awareness and we are trying to 
build that in kids," Fitzjarrell said. 

Julie Graver, who is with resi- 
dential housekeeping, said she ap- 
proached Tran about the program 
because she had taken the adult 
class and wanted her three children 
to learn what she had learned. 

She said she hopes her 9- and 11 - 
year-old children will learn how to 
stay out of dangerous situations. 
She said she plans to enroll her 15- 
year-old daughter in the adult RAD 
class. 

Jill UeniafBf 
j.m.menint>er<S!1fu.edu 

Mail Boxes Plus 
Down the sidewalk from Jon's Grille 
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FREE Shuttle to and from campus! 
817-921-6111 
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TheSkiffView 

LOOK OUT 
Watchful students key to security 

You may have noticed the influx of swipe-card entrances on 
campus. 

Trust us, we have. 
We have noticed these $5,000-a-door entrances. And what is 

even more concerning than the price is the fact that these are 
needed. 

Desperately. 
According to the TCU Police Web site, 33 thefts were re- 

ported from academic buildings and residence halls across cam- 
pus from January to October this year. These items ranged from 
wallets to computers to projectors. 

But you want to know what is needed even more than $5,000 
doors? Our more than 8,000 students watching out for each 
other. 

Everyone on this campus needs to take an active step to keep 
crime down at this university. 

It's easy. You don't have to drive a golf cart and you don't 
need to start a campus watch program. All you have to do is be 
aware of your surroundings. 

If you notice something a little sketchy, report it. If you see 
a residence hall door propped open, shut it. 

And don't be the one propping open the residence hall doors 
— you wouldn't want to be the one responsible for your neigh- 
bor's missing television would you? 

How would you feel if it was something of yours that was 
suddenly missing? You'd probably think twice about sticking 
that piece of carpet in the door as you make a quick run to your 
car. 

After all, in a university this size, we need to watch out for 
each other. 

TheOtherView 
Opinions from around the country 

Every year, masses of high 
school students take a massive test 
to rank and sort them in the post- 
high school world. The SAT has 
been developed to let colleges and 
universities have one more marker 
to access the abilities of those 
about to enter their institutions. 
These tests, however, should not 
cost high school students money 
and all the information pertaining 
to their usefulness should be made 
readily available. 

Last year's test scores for John- 
ston County, N.C., were finally 
higher than the state average. 
Johnston now has the lowest par- 
ticipation rate for the SAT in the 
area. Their advice to students: 
only take the SAT if you have 
good grades and plan on attending 
a four-year institution. 

As participation has gone down, 
the scores for the SAT have gene 
up. This does not bode well, how- 
ever, for the students of Johnston 
County. At one school, Smithfield- 
Selma Senior High, guidance 
counselor Randy Swann described 
the initiative. 

"I see whether they're actually 
planning on going to a four-year 
college, or if it's just a possibility, 
or if they want to go to a commu- 
nity college," Swann said. "If they 
do (plan to go to a two-year col- 
lege) it's not necessary for them to 
spend their time and money taking 
the SAT." 

Swann continued, "If you 
haven't done well in your grades 
— if you have a 1.5 or a 1.6 
(GPA) or whatever — it follows 

that you're probably not going to 
do well on the SAT. What good is 
taking the SAT if you're not going 
to do well in it?" 

It is after this speech that 
Swann normally hands a student 
the forms to register for the SAT 
and lets them decide. 

One student, Victoria Strick- 
land, heard Swann's speech, and 
because she planned on going to a 
two-year school and eventually 
transfer to another school to get a 
teaching degree, she decided not 
to take the SAT. Only later that 
same day. after a friend had men- 
tioned that some community col- 
leges used the SAT as a placement 
test, possibly allowing her to 
avoid more remedial classes, did 
she reconsider her decision not to 
take the SAT. 

With all of the pressures that 
students already go through in try- 
ing to make decisions about going 
to an institution of higher learn- 
ing, for counselors to make ready 
some information and not the rest 
is unfair and deprives students of 
everything they need to make edu- 
cated decisions. 

However, if a student has come 
all the way to the counselor's of- 
fice, the information should be 
completely available, and with- 
holding it should not be a way of 
keeping the school and by exten- 
sion the county's SAT score aver- 
age higher. 

This « (i staff editorial from The 
Technician at North Carolina State 
Uniwrsil). This editorial Ml distributed 
b) U-Wire. 
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Basketball fans should take 
advantage of opportunity 

COMMENTARY 

JamUt Sti 

Copy Desk Chief jaeque Petereell 

Students need to show more sup- 
port for the basketball teams. 

With the TCU football season 
coming to a close, you might he 
wondering what is next for TCU 
sport-wise, and 
the question nags 
at you: What am 
1 going tu do 
with the lime 1 
am not spending 
watching football 
on my Saturday 
afternoons ? 

The answer is 
simple: Come 
watch the men's 
and women's basketball learn and 
cheer iheni on to victory. 

I've heard in the past thai stu- 
dents have BO) been very good at 
showing their spirit basketball 
games in the past few years. 

The men's basketball coach Neil 
Dougherty is looking to change that 
and I fully support him in that 
quest. 

We, the TCU student body, fac- 
ulty and stall, need to make TCU 
known as a credible institution for 
basketball. TCU should, with its en- 
thusiastic student, faculty and stall, 
be able to compete and be known 
as a baskelball "fan" powerhouse 
with the best of the nationally 
known basketball schools like 
Duke. University of Kentucky, 
Maryland and Kansas. When the 
games are shown on TV. viewers 
are able to see the massive support 
for those baskelball teams. 

This year, several of TCU's games 

will be broadcast on ESPN. ESPN- 
Plus. ESPN2 and KFWD-52. TCU 
should he able io fill the stands and 
show support for the men and 
women who represent our schcxil. 

When ESPN broadcasted football 
this fall, we filled the stands and 
made a lot of noise and showed 
support for our awesome football 
team. We need to do that for the 
baskelball team. 

When coach Dougherty came to 
speak Io a group of women from 
my residence hall, he told the story 
of how he would have Io climb 
over people waiting in line just to 
be able to get into his office at his 
last school. 

TCU needs to 
be like that, but 
without having to 
camp out and 
wait in long lines 
to get tickets to 
the games. 

Luckily, we 
don't need to 
worry about that. For those of you 
thai don't know. TCU offers free 
tickets to students that just present 
their student IDs. 

At the Duke vs. North Carolina 
college basketball game, one ticket 
to the game goes for $1,235, ac- 
cording to 
(www.justgreattickels.com). This 
one seat is in Sec: 15. Row: N, 
which is located in the "nosebleed 
section" of the stadium, or in the 
upper-deck. The same ticket, against 
the Virginia Cavaliers go for $5X5 
dollars a seat. That is still a pretty 
hefty price to pay for one ticket 

"TCI  Students, fticnlt\ <tn<l 
staff need to shou support 
lor the turn's tttut women's 
basketball team and pack 
the stadium. 

ICU students have an advantage 

over these students from other col- 

leges because we gel the opportu- 

nity to Mend the games for free. 

Also, this year, thankl to a HoUK 

of Student Representatives resolu- 

lion thai was recently passed, ue 

can even sit court-side for free, on a 

first come. first-serve basis We gel 

(he advantage thai many students 

dream about 

How many die hard basketball 

fans haven't wanted to sit on the 

fust row ol the stands, cheer and in- 

timidate the other team tor tree ' 

The firs! season-openet lor ilie 

women's team is against I tali at 

5:15 p.m. Irulav 

The next "big" 

men's game is 

[tolas lech. 

Those students 

that have tickets 

need to show all 

the support the) 

TCU students, 

faculty and staff need Io show sup 

port for the men's and women's has 

ketball team and pack the stadium, 

especially loi ihe Texas lech game 

so we can send Texas Tech and 

Bobby Knight home, just like we 

did to Southern Miss during football 

season. 

All I have to say to Texas Tech is 

"hit the road Jack'  because TCU 

and the fans will "rock you." 

Cop) edilot JanelU Steckian u a foA 
man journalism and i"<lui< al n i'-'i. • 

major from Piano. She can be reached at 

(j.Ls$eddein<dtt u-edu). 

Attraction to people, styles is just 
an opinion or chemical imbalance 

What's attractive.' Anyone? 
Brownies are attractive. Chocolate 

chip cookies are too. Some prefer a 
beer — and it's even more attractive 
if that beer is in a 
woman's hand. Cer-     COMMENTARY 
tain clothing styles      ~      zr^ 
are attractive - the    h"" «■•»■ 
use of less fabric is 
a new trend. Rip Hops. I think, keep 
it real. How about the Gap? 

Anyone? 
It's obvious that attraction is due 

to a chemical balance (or imbalance 
for others. "I just can't help being at- 
tracted to the bad boys"), but point 
out character traits in people or 
clothing, and we'll realize that, per- 
haps, attraction is also opinion. 

Some like to swoosh around in 
gargantuan parachutes from Pac Sun. 
others some feel at home wearing 
grandma's old-fashioned dresses and 
grandpa's used sweaters from Gvxxl- 
will, some will only let Ralph Lau- 
ren touch their skin, and I enjoy, 
please do not judge me, the Gap. 

Hey. 1 heard that. 
This brings me to my story: I 

was up late one night and I wasn't 
in the mood to overdose on sleep 
aids, so I surfed online at clothing 
stores. I'm going to be a teacher, 
so I'm always looking around for 
"teacher clothes," however, I'm not 
a tie man. 

Gap.com model search offers 
"curious" alternative to the loafer 
lifestyle. In the end, it's the loafers 
that win. 

lends to be sophisticated enough, but 

stylish, so 1 won't kx>k 50. I'm really 

not in the mood to wear a pair of 

brown loafers — and 1 feel sorry for 

the 21 -year-olds that already find 

them comfortable. 

"How do you like your loafers'" 
"I like my loafers with a pair of la 

pered jeans w ith an elastic waist 

band." 
If you're 21 and wear loafers, do 

you smoke cigars, talk naughty poll 
tics and pick your nose in cars with 

tinted windows? 
So, anyway, I went to Gap.com 

and the first window was an adver- 

tisement looking for new mtxlels for 
their print ads. I thought to myself. 
"Curious." and 1 clicked my mouse 

further. 
A quick form tilled the page 

prodding the applicant hopeful to fill 
it out (must be 18 to enter, mind 

you) and there were two questions 
to answer. I laughed at myself, de- 
cided against joining Model Search 
America like I had planned, and de- 
cided an online application was 

more realistic. 
I think it would be run to see my 

acne-infested face blown up 1,000 

times it's si/e wearing a I shin and a 
scarf. Would the Gap still sell clothes' 

After filling out my obvious infor- 

mation (name, address, phone num- 

ber, zodiac sign, favorite drink, and 

so on ...I I answered two questions to 

further my status as a model. 

The first question was "What do 

you like about Gap.'" 

My answer "Pick me, pick me'" 
The second question was a 

toughie. It made me sit down and fo- 

cus more on my inner Zen: 

"Describe your personal style in 

25 words or less." 

My answer: "I'm a nudist, how- 

ever, your jeans look comfortable." 

And with the help of a digital high 

tech machine. I attached a photo of 

myself - wait. I'll stop there. I actu- 

ally sent a picture of myself out on 

the Internet, what was I thinking? 1 

barely even ran it thmugh Photoshop. 

How am 1 supposed to win now'' 

Isn't Photoshop one of the most 

important aspects of modeling? 

Gman. There go any of my 

chances. I needed to air brush a few 

spots, change my hair color and 

make my smile look more devilish. 

Il looks like I'll be wearing loafers 

after all. 

Evan Williams is a columnist at the Daily 
News at Hull Stale llniversity. This col- 
umn was distributed bt U-Wire. 

Religion is 
getting an 
unfounded 
bad rap 
Religion, though sometimes the 
force behind injury, is neutral in its 
effect The way individuals inter- 
pret it is why many people see it 
as fundamentally good or bad. 

In trying to think of a title lor 
a short story I'm working on. I 
did an Internet search for the 
word "messiah." This produced 
some interesting      (m|v|fv,A(n 

results. In addi-        
tion to the Sari Krvgintk) 

( alholiL Encj 

clopedia entry       the most useful 

of my results       and sites tor a 

number of churches, the search 

came up with two sites that 

seemed a bit. well, out of place 

The first of these was the site 

for the Messiah computer game. 

Yes. there is a Messiah computer 

game According to the sum- 

mary, the playei assumes the 

identity ot the messiah to tight 

lor the salvation ot humanity 

against the rule ot money, power. 

violence, etc. The weapons the 
player gets to use as the messiah 

include assault rifles, concussion 

grenades and rocket propelled 

harpoons. To funnel inspire 

prospective players, the summary 

concludes.   Remember, (rod 

hales to lose." 

The Other site was clearer in its 

intentions This site was The Je- 

sus Homepage" It you btven'l a! 

ready guessed where this is 

gang, these opening phrases will 

give you a due 'My name is Jc 

siis Christ Welcome to Mj 

Homepage' I work as the messiah 
for a major world religion       it's 
called Christianity " The site gets 
even worse the deepei one looks 
into it. Funny, hut wane 

\lter such discoveries as these. 
I couldn't help think that 
whether from the hokeyness of 
some of its followers, or from a 
reaction against the restrictive 
forms religions sometimes take 
on       religion is seriously getting 
Us bull kicked 

My other research produced 
remits of ■ less humorous nature 
that further reinforced my suppo- 
sition 

This pasi weekend saw uothet 
annual protest against the School 
of the Americas This school" 
has become intunious tor its 
training of foreign militaries in 
such useful tactics as torturing 
and "disappearing" people. Some 
of its graduates have been con- 
victed ol human rights abuses. 
The nefarious purpose of the 
school has become public know! 
edge, yet it remains opes 

The faiths visiblv represented 
at this protest included Catholics, 
lews and Buddhists   Many of the 
protesters laid crosses and stars 
ol David against the fence sur- 
rounding 1-ort Benning. 

I am inspired by these people 
who — as I try to carry their 
faith to action. 

But now we come Io the butt 
kicking part It began on the 
march to the base, daring which 
all crosses wider than an eighth of 
an inch were confiscated and 
tossed onto garbage heaps. At the 
base itself, seven nuns and three 
Sisters of Providence were report- 
edly arrested after crossing 
through a break in the fence. 
However, they may have felt 
about trespassing in general, it had 
to suck to he one of the military 
police arresting a bunch of nuns. 

Religion was literally getting 
its butt kicked in Georgia this 
past weekend. 

If you ask me. religion has 
been getting a bad rap. Sure, some 
people use religion as an excuse 
to oppress and even kill others 
But people will also use political 
ideology, a slow economy, geogra- 
phy, culture, skin color, gender — 
in short, any excuse available — 
to the same end. 

Ultimately, religion is neither 
the problem nor the solution — 
but what we make of it can be. 

.Sun Krosinsk) is u columnist for the 

Daily Lobo at the University of New 

Mexico. This column was distributed try 

U-Wire. 
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National/InternationalRoundup 
Specialists focus efforts on 
rebuilding Afghanistan 

WASHINGTON — U.S. troops 
in Afghanistan are shifting their 
locus toward humanitarian assis- 
tance while continuing the effort to 
track down remnants of Taliban 
and al Qaeda fighters, officials said 
Wednesday. 

The U.S. Central Command 
will send several hundred more 
cisil alfairs specialists to 
Afghanistan so more can be done 
to secure and reconstruct areas 
such as Mazar-e-Sharif in the 
north and Herat in the west. 

There are now about X.IKM) U.S. 
troops in Afghanistan, including 
members of the X2nd Airborne Di- 
vision who are mainly in eastern 
Afghanistan searching lor al Qaeda 
and Taliban fighters and uncovering 
weapons caches. 

Although al Qaeda'8 leader. 
Osama bin Laden, is believed to 
remain al large, the Pentagon has 
decided to expand its commit- 
ment to usiitinf in the rebuilding 
of Afghanistan. 

To underscore the humanitarian 
part   of the  U.S.  mililars   mission, 
Pentagon spokeswoman Victoria 
Clarke said Wednesday thai Ameri- 
i.in forces have rebuilt 2.300 miles 
of roads in Afghanistan as part of 
$835 million in U.S. assistance OUT 

the past year. 

Joseph I itltt'iman considers 

2004 presidential hid 

WASHINGTON ■ Sen. Joseph 
Lieberman said Wednesday he 
would -probably" seek the 2004 De- 
mocratic presidential nomination if 
loriner Vice President Al Gore does 
■Hit. 

"I haven't made the final decision 
because it's an enormous personal 
decision and it's going to require 
some final discussions with our 
family."  the  Connecticut   senator 

told CNN. "I guess for now I prob- 
ably should say probably." 

Lieberman was Gore's vice pres- 
idential running mate in the dis- 
puted 2IHK) election. He repeatedly 
has said he would not run if Gore 
does in 2004. 

"1 think you've got to give Al 
(lore some room to make a very per- 
sonal decision as to whether he and 
(his wife) Tipper want to do this 
again." Lieberman said. 

A Lot Angeles Times poll of 312 
Democratic National Committee 
members published Sunday found 
about 20 percent favored Gore, 
while 4 percent backed Lieberman. 
Choosing from a list of 10 prospec- 
tive candidates, almost half of re- 
spondents had no preference. 

Among other Democrats consid- 
ering running tor president in 2(K)4 
are outgoing House Minority 
Leader Dick Ciephardt of Missouri. 
Senate Majority Leader Tom 
Daschle of South Dakota. Massa- 
chusetts Sen. John Kerry, Vermont 
Gov. Howard Dean and North Car- 
olina Sen. John Edwards. 

Hazardous materials spilled 
in tractor-trailer accident 

BI.(X)M1NGT()N, Ind. - A trac 
ten trailer carrying explosive materials 
overturned near Indiana University 
early Wednesday, killing a motorist 
and causing authorities to evacuate 
hundreds of students from nearby 
sorority and fraternity houses. 

The truck spilled ammonia ni- 
trate, blasting caps and diesel fuel. 
Indiana State Police Trooper Jackie 
Taylor said. 

There were no explosions, but 
about 1.5(H) people living in sorori- 
ties and fraternities within a half- 
mile of the accident were evacuated 
to the campus basketball arena alter 
the 6:30 a.m. crash while authorities 
cleaned up the spill. 

Investigators believe the driver of 
a   car  involved  in  the  crash  fell 

asleep at the wheel after finishing an 
overnight work shift at a postal dis- 
tribution center in Bloomington, 
Taylor said. The driver, Linda Low- 
ery, 50, was dead at the scene. 

The truck driver was treated for 
minor injuries at a hospital and re- 
leased, Taylor said. He had been 
making a delivery from Columbus 
to Mitchell for Austin Powder Co. 

Investigators were trying to de- 
termine whether the trailer's load 
complied with transport regulations 
governing hazardous materials. Po- 
lice had no initial indications of any 
violations, Taylor said. 

Queen Latifah arrested for 
drunk driving Wednesday 

LOS ANGELES — Actress-rap- 
per Queen Latifah was arrested 
early Wednesday for investigation 
of driving under the influence of al- 
cohol, a California Highway Patrol 
official said. 

The 32-year-old hip-hop star was 
driving in North Hollywood when 
she was stopped about 3:15 a.m. for 
making an unsafe lane change, offi- 
cer Alex Delgadillo said. 

"Once she has made contact, they 
found that she was under the influ- 
ence," he said. "It was a routine arrest." 

The artist, who was driving a 
2003 Cadillac Escalade, presented a 
valid New Jersey driver's license 
bearing her given name, Dana 
Owens, and then failed a sobriety 
test. Delgadillo said. 

Latifah had a supporting role in 
this year's romantic comedy "Brown 
Sugar," and is one of the stars of the 
upcoming movie "Chicago." 

She won a Grammy Award for 
best rap solo performance for the 
single "U.N.I.TY." 

Jackson regrets dangling 
son from hotel balcony 

BERLIN — Michael Jackson 
said he made a "terrible mistake" by 

holding his infant son over the rail- 
ing of a fourth-floor balcony at a 
Berlin hotel to show fans below but 
shocking many people who watched 
the scene captured on video. 

Television around the world re- 
peatedly broadcast footage of the 
reclusive pop star's brief appearance 
Tuesday at the Hotel Adlon across 
from Berlin's landmark Branden- 
burg Gate. 

The boy had a white cloth over his 
head as Jackson held him with one 
arm around his waist over the edge 
of the hotel's iron balcony railing. 

Fans cheered as Jackson appeared 
with the child, but the pop star 
quickly retreated into his hotel room. 

On Tuesday night, Jackson issued 
a statement saying he had gotten 
carried away when fans below the 
window asked to see the baby. 

"I made a terrible mistake," he 
said. "I got caught up in the excite- 
ment of the moment. 1 would never 
intentionally endanger the lives of 
my children." 

Oak trees may contribute 
to air pollution in St. 
Louis 

ST. LOUIS — The U.S. Envi- 
ronmental Protection Agency is 
spending $715,000 to set up mon- 
itors to determine whether oak 
trees in the Ozarks are contribut- 
ing to high levels of formaldehyde 
in the air over St. Louis. 

EPA officials were installing air 
monitors Wednesday, two in St. 
Louis and a third in a forest about 
60 miles southwest of the city. 

The EPA study will focus pri- 
marily on oak trees, which give off 
isoprene, a gas that reacts with 
sunlight and water to create 
formaldehyde, a suspected cancer- 
causing agent, the St. Louis Post- 
Dispatch reported Wednesday. 
Researchers want to see whether 
the chemicals emitted by the 
Ozark forests could affect St. 
Louis air quality. 
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SUNDAY: 
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Trees have been blamed for up to 
65 percent of ozone-forming chemi- 
cals in cities such as Houston. 

A 1998 study of the Ozark 
forests, along with other EPA stud- 
ies, found that trees in heavily 
forested counties in the region 
might emit up to 300 tons of iso- 
prene per day. 

Trees are believed to emit the 
chemical as part of a sun protection 
system, said Thomas Pierce, a me- 
teorologist who tracks natural emis- 
sions for the EPA's Biogenic 
Emission Inventory System. About 
half of the isoprene eventually turns 
into formaldehyde. 

Isoprene, like other naturally 
emitted chemicals, poses a danger 
when wind carries it into urban ar- 
eas or near other pollution sources. 
Pierce said. 

Retired cruise ships may be 
homeless shelter solution 

NEW YORK — Desperate for 
ways to combat a surge in home- 

lessness as winter nears. New York 
City is looking into whether retired 
cruise ships could be converted 
into shelters. 

The city's commissioner of 
homeless services and other offi- 
cials flew to the Bahamas on the 
mayor's private jet Wednesday to in- 
spect retired ships. 

Last month, a record 37,100 
homeless people were sleeping in 
city shelters each night, according to 
the Coalition for the Homeless, 
which compiles statistics for the 
city. The number was 21,000 as re- 
cently as IWS. 

City officials stressed it is too 
early to speculate on how the 
cruise-ship idea might be applied in 
New York, what it would cost or 
how long it would take to imple- 
ment. 

Homeless advocates said the idea 
is outlandish and unnecessary. They 
want the mayor to promote cheap. 
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RIVER ORDINANCE 
SATURDAY23RD 

VALVE. D00SH, SPECIAL 
EDW0RD & THE C0T0FF 

WEDNESDAY 2HH 
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Grow Your Own 
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GROW  8fTT£«. 
<S«OU/ BIGGER, 

GROW CHEAT 

The Skiff is hiring students for the Advertising Staff for the spring semester. 
Apply to be an Ad Representative or on the Ad Production Staff. 

Come to the Moudy Building, Rm 294 South and pick up an application. 
Deadline will be in early December. 
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Singers need to cautiously chose movie roles 
Being themselves and sometimes 
taking a supporting role are impor- 
tant when musicians think about 
moving into the acting realm. 

BY (TIKIS HEWITT 
Knislil ft..I.l.i Newspapers 

It's show biz's version of The 
grass is always greener." Movie star 
Russell Crowe wants to be a rock 
star. Music star Ice Cube wants to 
make it in movies 

It's been that way since Enrico 
Caruso's movie debut in 1918. which 
is why all eyes were on Eminem Fri- 
day, when he did some Caruso-ing of 
his own in "8 Mile," a drama about 
a Detroit man who uses music to es- 
cape his troubled neighborhood. 
Rappers are the flavor of the year — 
Ja Rule, Eve. Ice Cube, Cam'ron and 
LL Cool J all have movies out now 
or coming soon  -   but Hollywood 

Five  best  performances   by 
singers 

1. Barbra Streisand, "Funny Girl" 

2. Cher, "Silkwood" 

3. Mark Wahlberg, "Boogie Nights" 

4. Queen Latifah, "Living Out Loud" 

5. Frank Sinatra, "The Manchurian 
Candidate" 

Five worst performances by 
singers 

1. Prince, "Under the Cherry Moon" 

2. Lance Bass. "On the Line" 

3. Mark Wahlberg, "Planet of the 
Apes" 

4. The Bee Gees, "Sgt. Pepper's 
Lonely Hearts Club Band" 

5. Madonna, "The Next Best Thing" 

has always been willing to give mu- 
sicians a shot at acting. 

Many don't cut it, but a few of 
these hammy-conie-latches do rock. 
It helps if they follow some simple 
rules: 
Rule 1: stick to your persona 

By playing, essentially, himself, 
Eminem is treading in the ruby foot- 
steps of Judy Garland, one of the ear- 
liest singers-turned-movie-stars and 
probably the best. Beginning as a 
novelty act with her siblings, the 
Gumm Sisters, Garland hit it big act 
ing in "The Wizard of Oz." Only 16 
when "Wizard" was filmed, she had 
already established the persona that 
stuck throughout her life: The waif 
who retains her vulnerability in the 
face of tragedy. 

Barbra Streisand did the same 
thing. Although she plays Fanny 
Brice in "Funny Girl." she really 
plays herself: The ugly duckling who 
triumphs because of her manic talent. 
Ultimately. Streisand became too 
confident of her talent, but all of her 
best work ("The Way We Were," "Up 
the Sandbox" and "What's Up, 
Doc.'") finds her playing outsiders 
who are desperate to get inside, even 
if it means losing what makes them 
special. 

Others who have followed the 
same path include Will Smith, whose 
self-deprecating likability is the key 
to his best music and acting; Court- 
ney Love, who didn't need to do 
much research to play a hophead in 
"Man on the Moon;" Bette Midler. 
who, like Streisand, has an outsized 
personality that can't he sandwiched 
into real-sized roles: and Dolly Par- 
ton, who admits she can only play 
herself. 

It's when these performers begin 
to dream of varied. Slreep-hkc ca- 
reers that they run into trouble. Di- 
ana Ron? Fabulous as a misbegotten 
singer ("Lady Sings the Blues"), aw- 

ful in everything else. Whitney Hous- 
ton? Disconcertingly believable as a 
mean, bland chanteuse but awkward 
when she tried to remember how real 
people behave ("The Preacher's 
Wife"). Olivia Newton-John' Cute 
playing a simp trying to make herself 
over into a hussy ("Grease") but 
dicey in any other context. 
Rule 2: supporting roles are better 

Frank Sinatra won his Oscar for a 
subtle, subsidiary role in "From Here 
to Hternity." He did not win any Os- 
cars for the blunt tough guys he 
played later in his career. Coinci- 
dence? No. 

II a singer/actor wants to step out- 
side the persona he projects in his 
music, the best way is to avoid the 
burden of propping up the whole 
movie. Think of Cher, in "Silkwood," 
who might not have been able to put 
her Boh Mackie past behind her if 
she had tried to play a lead but who 
established credibility as a capable 
actress by taking a quieter role, 
showing she could be believable as 
something other than a disco singer 
with her boobs hanging out. 

It's easier tor someone with a rec- 
ognizable personality to disappear 
into smaller parts than large ones. 
Harry Connick Jr. has put together a 
nice little acting resume with varied 
roles in "Little Man Tate" and "Hope 
Floats." Same for Dwight Yoakam, 
whose odd looks have earned him 
psycho roles that are the acting op- 
posite of his laid-back, rootsy 
singing Often, rockers are used to 
pep up a dull project by adding a bit 
of strangeness, as Mick Jagger, 
David Bowie and Deborah Harry 
have often done in small parts. 

Supporting roles are also a good 
way for singers to decide if they're 
any good, as Pink ("Rollerball"). Ja 
Rule (the upcoming "Half Past 
Dead"). Eve ("Barbershop"). Alanis 
Morissetle ("Dogma"). Tina Turner 

I Kylt K m 
Rap artist Eminem performs dunng an all ages show at The Palladium in Roseville. Mich in 1 997 The movie 8 Mile exaggerates the 
Detroit-area hip-hop scene audience in the 1 990s where crowds were often sparse. Both are examples of how musicians typically cross 
entertainment lines over to the silverscreen 

("Mad Max Beyond Thunder- 
dome"), John Denver ("Oh, God!"). 
Elton John (Tommy") and Reha 
McEntire ("Tremors") have discov- 
ered. 

Intriguingly, many of these peo- 
ple, including Gloria Estefan ("Mu- 
sic of My Heart") and 'N Sync's 
Lance Bass ("On the Line"), appar- 
ently determine that movies aren't 
where their talents he. since their 
first hig movies are also their last lug 
movies. Or maybe this determina- 
tion is made for them, as it appar- 
ently has been for the 
difficulHo-cast-as-a-human 
Michael Jackson, still looking for a 
big screen follow-up to his I97K de- 
but in "The Wiz." It's hard to imag- 
ine  that   his  dream   of  slurring   as 

Edgar Allan Poe v.ill he the ticket. 
Rule 3: don't try to he funny 

The old show hi/ adage thai dying 
is easy, corned)  is hard will ring 
painlully true lot sou if you've seen 
Madonna's comic roles She has a 
natural, comic energy, which was 
amply on display when she played a 
version of herself in "Desperately 
Seeking Susan." but her student ,u 
tempts at wackiness in "Who's That 
Girl" and the more sophisticated 
clowning ol The Next Best Thing" 
both struck lead. 

Apparently, this has something to 
do with sell consciousness. If these 
singer/actors feel comfortable in 
mles that suit them. (hey can he as 
effortlessly hilarious as Streisand 
was. inventing a whole new  comic 

vocabulary in "Funny Girl." 
IK is and Mark Wahlberg are mo 

others whose vague, pleasant pel 
sonahlics work well in some settings 
("Jailhouse Roil fen Elvis, I. 
Nights" toi Wahlberg) but sum it 
lhc> try too hard to he tunny Elvis, 
in "Change ot Habit, and Wahlberg. 
in "The liutli About Chatlie." show 
that it you have try to ad charming, 
you can'l ad charming 

Maybe the problem is thai ii you 
real!) waul to he an actor, you have 
to create a character who is not like 
yourself, whereas singers succeed 
when thej have ■< strong sense ot sell 
()i maybe it's just that most singers 
have no business acting in the first 
place 

Voigt a band with a message 
and an interesting new sound 
Voigt, a local band and favorite of 
many students, incorporates strong 
messages into their energetic 
sound. 

BY TAYLOR GIBBONS 
Skiff Stall 

It doesn't usually freeze in North 
Texas. However, when you're 
headed to Demon in a Jeep with a 
canvas top and no heater on a cold 
night, it can feel pretty close to it. 
Burke Mills, seated opposite me be- 
hind the steering wheel, was wear- 
ing only a denim jacket, but he 
didn't seem to notice the cold. He 
was far too busy telling me about 
his band. 

That band's name — Voigt — is 
one you may or may not know, 
which is only one of many things 
its members are looking to change. 

"I remember in the early '90s, 
during the whole grunge move- 
ment, just being really disillusioned 
with the whole 'woe is me' attitude, 
and then after that everything be- 
came pop which wasn't really say- 
ing anything," he said. "But now 1 
think the pendulum is swinging 
back the other way, and 1 think peo- 
ple are ready for music that's really 
energetic and fun to listen to but 
that also is trying to say some- 
thing." 

During a performance at Dusty's 
in Denton, I was given a chance to 
hear just exactly what Mills is talk- 
ing about. Voigt has been compared 
to groups ranging from grand old 
men of rock like the Rolling Stones 
and David Bowie to followers of 
the modern "garage" sound like the 
Strokes. And although no one com- 
parison is entirely accurate, by the 
same token none are really unfair 
either. Voigt's sound is vintage by 
design, but features a distinctly 
modern aspect that hearkens back 
to REM and a political conscious- 
ness that recalls U2. 

They might draw a lot of their in- 
fluence from rock's past, but never 
let it be said that Voigt doesn't think 
about the future. 

They've been playing together 
for just more than a year, and al- 
ready they've garnered a write up in 
the Fort Worth Star-Telegram and 
the attention of some local big- 
name bands and producers, flu- 
band said Clearchannel even of- 
fered to pick up one of their songs 
for rotation on one of it's radio sta- 
tions, but they declined. 

Voigt may only have been play- 
ing for a year, but the band's his- 
tory goes back further than that. 
Four years ago. bedridden and 
alone in a hospital. Mills found re- 
lief in the music he heard playing 
on the radio. 

"That's when 1 first got the idea 
to form a band." he said. "I was just 
lying there and thinking that 1 
wanted to be able to make people 
feel like this. 1 think that's one of 
the great things about music, you 

can reach people you'd never reach 
otherwise, even if you were, let's 
say, a preacher or a politician. It's 
(he backstage pass to the world." 

Band members say forming the 
band was something they just had 
to do. 

"I remember the first thing Burke 
said to me about it was something 
along the lines of "If you died right 
now. what could you say you'd 
done,' " bassist Taylor Mills said. 
"And the idea of forming a band 
wasn't really foremost in our 
minds, but we both had this will and 
desire to create, and really do some- 
thing that we fell would make a dif- 
ference." 

Since then, the band has fol- 
lowed a steady regimen of live per- 
formances and has turned a few 
heads in the Dallas/Fort Worth area. 
They'll be rocking with their last 
show of the semester Friday at the 
Aardvark. 

Taylor Gibbon. 
i. t.gibbons9tcu.edu 

Members of Voigt (left to right)   Taylor 
Mills, Joshua Loevven and Burke Mills 

Students make journey to Austin in 
attempt to become an American idol 
Some TCU students headed to 
Austin to attempt to fulfill dreams of 
a lifetime by auditioning for the sec- 
ond "American Idol." 

Bi Jiff MKMM.Kf! 
Stall lt,-|i,.il,-i 

Some TCU students were among 
the crowd of big dreamers as the 
search for the next superstar began 

Auditions for the second season 
of "American Idol" took place in 
seven cities, including Austin, ac- 
cording to the "American Idol" 
Web site (www.idolonfox.coml. 
The search ended Monday in Los 
Angeles when those selected in all 
of the seven cities were narrowed 
down to 30 in three groups of 10. 
The viewing public will vote for a 
final three in each group for three 
consecutive weeks. The nine con- 
testants selected will advance in 
the competition as well as one 
"wild card." chosen by the judges 
from the remaining 21 

One in 12.000 
The number 12,503 is probably 

a number Ben Thompson will 
never forget. That is the number he 
said he was given at the "American 
Idol" tryouts after he was called 
back for a second audition. 

Thompson, a senior musical 
theater major, said he tried out be- 
cause he thought it would be a tun 
experience. 

"It's an opportunity to perform," 
Thompson said 

Although he said it was fun. he did 
say there was a lot of waiting around. 
Thompson said he had to wait 12 1/2 
hours the first day, then b 1/2 hours 
the second time he got called back 
and 9 1/2 hours the last time. 

Concerning his song selection 
during his auditions. Thompson said 
he chose songs that were "comfort- 
able" to him: "Lately," "In the Still 
of the Night" and "My Girl." 

He said his last tryout. Nov. 11, 
was the first time he sang in front 

of the celebrity judges. Paula Ab- 
dul, Simon Cowell and Randy 
Jackson. After he sang for a short 
time, he said all three judges coin 
mented on his performance, and 
they all agreed he would be better 
fol Broadway 

Thompson said he was nervous 
the first couple of days but by the 
time he made it to the celebrity 
judges he was not nervous anymore 

"It was all part of the expcri 
ence," Thompson said 

Colored bracelets 
Joshua Doss, a senior theater 

performance major, said he stood 
inside the Doubletree Hotel in 
Austin for eight hours before he fi- 
nally got a bracelet that gave hint 
the chance to audition. He said 
there were already 1.700 people 
standing in line at I a.m. Nov. 6, 
but he said the auditions did not 
start until 8 a.m. 

Doss said he watched the first 
"American Idol"  religiously  and 
knew about auditions for the sec- 
ond one from 
watching   the 
first one 
However. 
Doss said he 
got the ipe 
cilic informa- 
tion from the 
Web site. 
Doss said 
Kelly  Clark- 
son, the w inner of the first "Amer- 
ican Idol", was an inspiration to 
him. 

"You can be from a suburb in 
North Texas and still go to L.A. 
and have people give you a million 
dollar contract," Doss said. 

Doss said he auditioned the first 
time to an unfamiliar judge. He 
said he sang two short songs: 
"One Song Glory" and "Summer 
of '69." Afterwards, he said he 
was given another bracelet but of 
a different color, which meant he 
had been called back to audition 

"You Km he from n suburb in 

\nrtli Texas mill still go to /.. 1. 

and hair people give you a mil- 
lion dollar contract. 

— Joshua Doss 

senior theater performance major 

No\   8 
He also tried out lor the musical 

"Rein.'    \u\ while   in   -\uslin. 
Doss said he never auditioned 
again toi "American Idol' because 
he said he was called hack lo an- 
dition for "Rent" again No\ 8 lb- 
said he did try and go hack later 
that day lot the "American Idol" 
call back, bin tti.it he was too late 

Even though Doss did not make 
it to the Top 10 tot the show, he 
said he has no regrets 

"It was an experience and now I 
have ■ story to tell," Doss said 

Music career 
Senior music major Jason White 

said after he watched the first 
"American Idol" he wanted to try 

out because he said he would be 
mote successful than some of the 
first contestants. 

"I knew 1 could do better than 
some that were on it the first time." 
White said 

White said he made the first cut 
and tried out a 
second time 
Nov. 16, He 
said he sang 
"I'll Be" and 
"The Right 
Stuff " He said 
he has been 
singing since 
he was in mid- 
dle school and 
that music is 

his passion. 
"I'd like to make a career out of 

it." White said. 
He said producers of the show 

told him at his last audition that he 
was not what they were looking for. 

Although he did not make it to 
the Top 10. White said he had a lot 
of fun. 

"If they do it again, I am sure 
1 will give it one more shot," 
White said. 

Jill MeoimH 
/ m.meninjte r<01t ii.nlii 
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Cervical cancer 
vaccine shown to 
be fully effective 
An experimental vaccine targeted 
at a specific viral strain responsi- 
ble for half the cases of cervical 
cancer could reach the market 
within five years. 

BY JEFF Mm 
\--'M iatcc! PTPSS 

BOSTON — Early testing shows 
an experimental vaccine to he I (XI 
percent effective against the virus 
that causes cervical cancer, raising 
doctors' hcipes of someday sending 
the lethal disease into retreat in the 
same way as smallpox and polio. 

"It appears to be the real thing." 
said Dr. Christopher Crum. a 
pathologist at Brigham and 
Women's Hospital in Boston. 
'You're looking at some very com- 

pelling evidence that this vaccine 
will prevent cervical cancer." 

It remains unclear how long the 
protection might last. Even so. re- 
searchers sa\ I vaccine could reach 
the market within five years or so. 

The findings were published in 
Thursday s "New England Journal 
of Medicine." 

Vaccines work by teaching the 
body's immune defenses to tCCOg 
nize invading viruses and bacteria. 
Most types of cancer, by contrast. 
are blamed largely on genetic mula 
nous and environmental factors. 
However, virtually all cases of cer- 
vical cancer are caused by a sexu- 
ally transmitted virus the human 
paptlloma vims 

A vaccine lor cervical cancer is 
urgently being sought because the 
disease strikes about 450.000 
women worldwide each year, 
killing about half. It is the leading 
cancer killer of women in the de- 
veloping world. In the United 
States, where Pap tests are widely 
used for screening, it develops in 
about 15.000 women annually and 
kills about a third. 

The new vaccine, aimed at the vi 
ral strain Type 16 responsible for 
about half the cases of cervical can- 
cer, was tested on women ages 16 to 
23 at 16 sites around the country in 
a study led by Merck & Co. and the 
University of Washington. Men It 
developed the vaccine and funded 
the research. The women were 
watched on average for almost a 
year and a half. 

Of 76X women who got vaccine 
injections, none showed Type 16 in- 
fections or precancerous tissue. Of 
765 who took dummy injections. 41 
came down with persistent infec- 
tions and nine developed precancer- 
ous tissue. 

Inoculated women built up al- 
most 60 times the concentration of 
virus-fighting antibodies seen in 
naturally infected women. 

"For us, this is proof of principle." 
said Merck researcher Kathrin 
Jansen. 'There was a lot of doubt in 
the beginning not by me. but by 
others thai said it would be very 
difficult to prevent infection." 

In an accompanying editorial. 
Crum noted how vaccines reduced 
diseases like smallpox and polio to 
"footnote) in medical history." 

"If the promise implicit in the 
study ... is realized, we could, in our 
lifetime, see the gradual but progres- 
sive dismantling to the barriers to 
preventing cervical cancer," he said. 

However, in part because cervical 
cancer is caused by multiple strains, 
it is not clear whether the disease 
can evei be wiped out. 

Dr. Douglas Lowy, a National 
Cancer Institute researcher, agreed 
that patients must be tested over 
longer times. But he and others 
agreed that a vaccine probably 
one Uirgeted at multiple viral strains 
encompassing the vast share of 
cases - might reach market fairly 
quickly. 

Sniper suspect's mother faces deportation 
Malvo's mother will be deported to 
Jamaica unless the Justice 
Department wants to keep her in 
the country for testimony in the 
sniper case. 

K\ GPfE JOHNSON 
\ aied Pnw 

SEATTLE — The mother of 
teenage sniper suspect John I.ee 
Malvo has been ordered deported 
to Jamaica, an Immigration and 
Naturalization Service spokesman 
said Wednesday. 

An immigration judge signed 
the order Tuesday after Una 
James. 3S. dropped battered 
spouse claims that were part of a 
petition she made to seek special 
protection in the United States. 
INS spokesman Garrison Court- 
ney said. 

However, Courtney said a fed- 
eral judge could block the deporta- 

tion if another agency — namely, 
the Justice Department — wanted 
to keep her in the country. James is 
considered a likely witness in the 
sniper cases. 

John Hartingh. a spokesman for 
the U.S. Attorney's Office in Seat- 
tle, said he had heard of no such 
plans. James' lawyers would not 
comment, citing confidentiality 
rules. 

The INS decision was first re- 
ported by The Seattle Times. 

Malvo, 17, and John Allen 
Muhammad. 41. are suspected in 
the shootings of IX people in 
Maryland, Virginia, Washington, 
DC, Alabama. Georgia and 
Louisiana. Their arrest at a rest 
stop in Maryland last month ended 
a three-week shooting spree in the 
Washington area that left 10 peo- 
ple dead. 

Both men are charged with capi- 

tal murder. 
James and Malvo moved from 

Jamaica to Antigua in l'W8. Inves- 
tigators believe it was there that 
Malvo met Muhammad, who had 
taken three of his children to live 
with him on Antigua after losing a 
custody battle with his second wife 
in Tacoma. Wash. 

James initially told Border Patrol 
and immigration agents she and 
Malvo were smuggled into the 
United States aboard a cargo ship. 

Reports following the arrest of 
Malvo and Muhammad, however, 
indicate she bought false identifi- 
cation papers from Muhammad 
and entered the country in late 
2000 while her son remained in 
Antigua with Muhammad. 

Malvo came to the United States 
two months later, bearing a pass- 
port that identified him as Muham- 

mad's son, according to Antiguan 
officials. 

He joined his mother in Fort 
Myers, Fla., but ran away in Octo- 

ber 2001 to join Muhammad in 
Bellingham. Wash., where they 

lived at a homeless shelter as fa- 

ther and son. 

In December, James asked 
Bellingham police to help her get 

her son back. During the investi- 

gation, police said Malvo's com- 
ments indicated he and his mother 

were in the country illegally and 

officers summoned the Border 

Patrol, which arrested the mother 

and son and then released them 

on $1,500 bail. 
Investigators believe Malvo al- 

most immediately rejoined Muham- 

mad and the killing spree began soon 

afterward. 
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T(xWsFunnies 
Captain Ribman l>\ Sprengelmeyerand Davis 

Skully by V, illiam Morton QliigltianS 1>\ Hickersoi 

PUTTIN6 HIS 
FACE ON. 

FACE TO FACE. 

c * ; 

BOLD FACED 

r        ■ 

FACE THE MUSIC. 

FACE   UFT 
FACE THE FACTS. FACE THE FIRING 

SQUAD. 
DEADPAN 

"I hear it causes cancer." 

Purple)'oil 
Q Have you ever propped open a 
residence hall door? 

YES 
49 

NO 
51 

DM OODMMI ftom .in niliirin.il poll f-totwM I \» poll is m* a 
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Today'sCn 
ACROSS 

1 Stir try vessels 
5 Louvers 

10 Rhine wine 
14 Sanduskys lake 
15 Reader's deck 
16 Track snape 

*17 Phiianlhiopist 
19 Slip-on slipper 
20 Instant lawn 
21 Disinformation 
22 Persona 

nstabi ity 
24 Inmates 
2b Makes a 

decision 
26 George ot 

"D israer" 
29 Left without 

parents 
33 Kicks 
34 Motor add-on9 

35 Gdansk resident 
36 Hideout 
37 Stuffed 
38 Afghanistan's 

neighbor 
39 Creamy shade 
40 Addict 
41 Throbs 
4? Indian monkeys 
44 Scottish port 
45 Angedco and 

Diavolc 
46 Rapid punches 
47 Astronaut Bu// 
50 Marys little pet 
51 Apr season 
54 Hawaiian fete 
55 Marching band 

eaders 
58 Play opening 
59 Unearthly 
60 King of Norway 
61 Russian veto 
62 Harnessed like 

oxen 
63 Fil  m worker 

DOWN 
1 Arachnid traos 
2 Black-and-white 

treat 
3 Considerate 
4 Match a rase 
5 Blemishes 
6 Adds spirits 
/ Cralts' partners 
8 As well 
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Wednesday's Solutions 
9 Hard up 

10 Human being 
11 Nero s egg 
12 Colombian 

metropo is 
13 Revolutions of 

the Viaducts" 
oa'nter 

18 Dental-care 
product 

23 Utmost degree 
24 Lemon, orange, 

et a< 
?5 Alpnabetize 
26 More competent 
27 Common rtMCI 
28 French river 
29 Hall and __ 
30 W Hemisphere 

Drotection syst 
31 Thrill 
32 Thickheaded 
34 Lawye 
37 "L A Law" co- 

star 
41 Smith of'ootball 
43 William Tell s 

canton 
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44 Obstructed like     51 rishfrom 
a fiver 

46       L ee Curtis 
4/ Alaaor Ladd 
48 'Peanuts girl 
49 Go out with 
50 Skulk about 

Dover"? 
52 Bayswater baby 

53 Inviting letters 
56 Antque auto 
57 Smallest bit 

TCU tK*»-Y SKIFF 

EMPLOYMENT 
Part-lime employment. Help 
FWISD Math teacher grade 

papers. $5 per hour. 817-292-9945 
Leave a message. 

Green Mountain Energy seeks 
part-time sales reps. Sell 100% 

Pollution-tree Electricity at various 
storefront locations. E-mail 

resume: doug.semmes(ttigreen- 
mounuiin.com or call 

817-368-9387 

Gingiss formalwear is now hiring 
part-time sales associates for our 
tuxedo rental business at Union 

and Ridgmar malls. Flexible hours. 
Perfect for college students. Please 

call Mr. Branch 817-307-4753 

SALES a 
SERVICES 

* Fraternities * Sororities * 
* Clubs * Student Groups * 

Earn $1,000 - $2,000 this semester 
with a proven CampusFundraiser 

3 hour fundraising event. 
Our programs make fundraising 
easy with no risks. Fundraising 
dates are filling quickly, so get 

with the program! It works. 
Contact CampusFundraiser at 

(888)923-3238, or visit 
www.campusfundraiser.com 

Have a Happy Day! Puff it up for 
freedom at Puffers Paradise. Fort 

Worth store. Alta mesa and 
Woodway 817-423-2344 

TRAVEL 
Are you ready for the ultimate 

SPRING BREAK ROADI RIP.' 
The only DRIVE packages to 

MAZATLAN. Mexico! Travel on 
luxury busses. Spring Break on 

another level! Don't miss the bus. 
Call for Details! 800-258-9191. 

Starting at $199!!  

FOR SALE 
1988 lsuzu Trooper 4WD (Engine- 
has less than 35K.) $3000 OBO. 

Great shape. 817-927-8692 

1999 Jeep Grand Cherokee. 91,000 
miles. $9760. 817-282-8705 

John or Ruth. 

TRAFFIC TICKETS 
defended in Fort Worth, 

Arlington, and elsewhere in 
I'm rant Countv only. 

No promises as GO results. Fines and 
court costs arc additional. 

JAMES R.MALLORY 
Attorne> at Law 

M)2A Sandagc Aw 
Fort Worth. TX 76109-1743 

(817) 924-3236 
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Skiff Advertising is Hiring! 
257-7426 

Great Food. Cold Beer. Cool Joint. 

$4.95 TCU SPECIAL 
Reg. Beef or Chicken Cheesesteak 
Side of Tortilla Chips & Salsa 
16 oz. Drink (Free Refills) 

h 

Daily Drink Specials, including: 
Mon 990 Domestic Longnecks 
Tues $1.25 Draft Pints 
Thur 75C Lone Star or Pearl 
Sat $4 Pitchers 

Golden Tee Golf, Ms. Pac-Man, Satellite TV! 

2747 S. Hulen Dine-In/Take Out 
(Stonegate Crossing) (817) 920-1712 

TCU does not encourage the consumption of alcohol it you do consume alcohol 
you should do so responsibly, and you should never drive after drinking Q 

Skiff Advertising 
157-14)6 
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NUMBERS DON 
MOST TCU STUDENTS WOULD RATHER 

DATE A NON-SMOKER... 

89% OF TCU STUDENTS REPORTED THAT. 
ALL THINGS BEING EQUAL, 

THEY WOULD RATHER DATE A NON-SMOKER 

For more information contact TCU Alcohol & Drug Education Center 
in the Student Center Basement. 257-7100 

COKE Survey ■dmMwtnrwl Spring 2002 

I 
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Side jne 
Suggs sets record with 
TD in 24th straight game 

BLACKSBURG. Va. (APi 
Virginia Tech tailback Lee Suggs 
set an NCAA Division I record 
Wednesday night by scoring a 
touchdown in his 24th consecu- 
tive game, breaking a record that 
had stood for 32 years. 

Suggs ran 2X yards for a touch- 
down wtth 4:57 left in the first 
half of the I3th-ranked Hokies' 
game against West Virginia. It 
w.is his 50th touchdown during 
the string, which started Sept. 2. 
2(XX). against Akron. 

Suggs came into the game tied 
with Bill Burnett, who scored in 
23 consecutive games for 
Arkansas from Oct. 5, 1968 
through Oct. », 1970. 

First of several surgeries 
complete for ailing Greer 

PORT WORTH I AP) Texas 
Rangers outfielder Rusty Greer 
underwent surgery Wednesday to 
repair a significant tear of his left 
rotator cuff. 

Dr. John Conway said the sur- 
ger> went as expected. The re- 
covery time is about a year. 

Greer was released from the 
hospital Wednesday afternoon 
and is scheduled to begin rehabil- 
itation later in the week, but Greer 
likely laces several more surger- 
ies next year. 

Surgery is planned early in 
2003 to repair a torn ulnar collat- 
eral ligament and ulnar nerve in 
bis let! elbow. It is also expected 
that Greer will need additional sur- 
gery to address injuries in his right 
hip. right buttocks and right knee. 

(ireer batted .2% in 51 games 
with the Rangers m 2002 and 
played in just one game over the fi- 
nal four months of the season due 
to injuries He had surgery to fuse 
two vertebrae in his neck in August. 

TCU hasehall team inks 
seven letters of intent 

TCU baseball head coach 
Lance Brown announced 
Wednesday the signing of seven 
players to national letters of in- 
tent. The seven players, which in- 
clude six high school seniors and 
a junior college product, will join 
the team in fall 2003. 

Two of the recruits, German 
Duran and Shelby Ford are from 
Fort Worth. Duran is from Paschal 
High School, while Ford hails 
Irom Southwest High School. 

Joining Duran and Ford are 
fellow high schoolers Omar Arif 
from Mesquite. Lance Arrington 
from Aledo. Kevin Peranton from 
Flower Mound and Chase Perry 
from Dallas. 

Junior college transfer Bo Cog- 
bill is from Mesquite. 

Baseball commish forms 
group to address problems 

IRVING (AP) — A special 
marketing task force was formed 
by baseball commissioner Bud 
Selig on Wednesday following a 
season that saw drops in regular- 
season attendance and World Se- 
ries television ratings. 

Selig is calling the task force 
"Major league baseball in the 21st 
century" and said he will include 
people from marketing, advertis- 
ing, the media and academia. 

Selig also wants to include mem- 
bers of the players" association. 

Among the issues to be ad- 
dressed are whether the World 
Series, which has started on a Sat- 
urday in recent years, should 
open on a Tuesday. That way, 
only one game would be played 
on a Saturday, which has become 
television's lowest-rated night. 

Selig said international play 
also would be addressed. 

Baseball's regular-season aver- 
age attendance dropped 6 percent 
this year, from 29,962 to 28,168, 
according to preliminary figures, 
with large drops among some 
teams that opened new ballparks 
in recent years. Some owners 
have cited the sluggish national 
economy as a factor. 

While regular-season televi- 
sion ratings were either even or 
up, and ratings for the first two 
rounds of the playoffs increased, 
the all-California World Series 
between Anaheim and San Fran- 
cisco averaged an. 11.9 rating. It 
was the lowest rating ever for the 
World Series, down 24 percent 
from 200l's Series between Ari- 
zona and the New York Yankees. 

Sophs carrying weight on offensive line 
The offensive line has enjoyed suc- 

cessful cohesiveness with the pro- 
gressing season, thanks in large to 
two sophomores who have 
assumed starting roles this year. 

BY PAlfflV CHLHAM 
Sport« I diloi 

In the 2001-02 season, the only 
returning starter on the offensive line 
was senior Victor Payne. The coach- 
ing staff was forced to mix and 
match throughout the season, look- 
ing to find a successful combination. 

The end result was ■ season-long 
struggle to find consistency, games 
with a stagnant rushing attack anil 
Frog quarterbacks constantly hur- 
ried in the pocket. 

In that mix were then-redshirt 
freshmen Anthony Alabi and Chase 
Johnson. Now. after a year of matu- 
rity, both are key members of a Frog 
offensive line that is partly respon- 
sible foi the Frogs gaining 183.9 
yards a game rushing. 

Alabi starts at left tackle while 
Johnson handles the duties at center. 

The two lineman's paths to TCU 
were very different. While Alabi 
came to the Frogs as a defensive 
tackle after spending six months in 
the U.S. Naval Academy. Johnson 
arrived in Fort Worth as a highly re- 
cruited offensive lineman out of 
Shawnee. Kan. 

The (i-fool-6. 325 pound Alabi. 
who owns the team weight room 
records in the squat (805 pounds) 
and power clean (460 pounds), said 
he welcomed the transition to the 
offensive side of the ball. 

"It was kind of tough when I first 
got here." Alabi said. "I didn't play 
at all on the (defensive) line. Mov- 
ing to offensive line, it was a great 
opportunity for me." 

Johnson carries what looks to be 
a calm and relaxed demeanor on the 
field, although Alabi said he is 
quick to get in the faces of the other 
lineman if needed. 

Johnson's calm in the chaos of 
the line of scrimmage came handy 
in his first career game. An illness 
to Jamal Powell forced him to man 
the center position in the 2001 sea- 

son opener in front of nearly 
SO.(MM) Nebraska fans, and take on 
the vaunted "blackshirt" defense of 
the Cornhuskers. 

He was clearly not in Kansas any- 
more. 

However, despite the sea of 
red, Johnson said it wasn't that 
nerve-racking. 

"1 was pretty nervous going into 
Nebraska, but after a few plays I 
was just playing football, and it 
wasn't that big of a deal," he said. 

Offensive line coach Eddie 
Williamson said the two sopho- 
mores give the team something to 
build on for the future and have 
been blessed with natural ability 
that has them ahead of schedule. 

"Both of them are good football 
players, and I think have real good 
futures ahead of them." Williamson 
said. "They've not tapped their po- 
tentials by any means, so we're go- 
ing to expect even more out of them 
next year and the following year. 

"If a lineman's playing by his 
redshirt junior year, he is on sched- 
ule. Anything before that in most 
cases, you're ahead of schedule. 
That either comes by exceptional 
physical ability, or just a good un- 
derstanding of the game and the 
techniques necessary when you 
come in." 

The offensive line also consists of 
five seniors who have contributed to 
the success of the Frogs. 

While Alabi said their leadership 
helped build confidence, they aren't 
always the designated leaders of the 
front five. 

"The way we've done it on the of- 
fensive line is we don't really go by 
class.' Alabi said. "I think that 
everyone's a leader on the offensive 
line. Just depending on what day it 
is and who feels it that day. they're 
going to step up and lead." 

The team is relying on the two 
sophomores to continue its ad- 
vanced leadership and play on the 
field, as the Frogs make the push for 
a conference championship. 

DlllQJ Gillliam 
it.r.^'illhani^'ltii.nlii 

I'lwtn Editor/Sarah McCUUan 
Sophomores Chase Johnson and Anthony Alabi use their muscle to contribute as starting offensive lineman for the Frogs. 

Going, going... gone Hicks to meet with team to 
discuss plans for off-season 

Mull npwter/SoraA l/< Namara 
Tickets to the men's basketball game against Texas Tech University sold out in almost four hours Wednesday. The marketing department 
gave out the last available tickets to 1,372 students, faculty and staff between 7 and 11:15 a.m 

IRVING — Texas Rangers 
owner Tom Hicks will meet this 
weekend with his baseball man- 
agement, including general man- 
ager John Hart and new manager 
Buck Showalter, to discuss offsea- 
son plans. 

"We want to finalize our plans." 
Hicks said. "It's been a slow off- 
season, but it will get more active 
around the winter meetings." 

Hicks refused to elaborate as he 
left the baseball owners' meeting 
Wednesday. 

The Rangers have finished last 
in the AL West three straight 
years. Hicks has said his team 
won't be very active in free agency 
and that he wants to reduce the 
team's payroll, which at $105 mil- 
lion at the start of last season was 
the third highest in baseball. 

During the owners' meeting, it 
was determined that the Montreal 

Expos will play 22 of their 81 home 
games next season in Puerto Rico. 

The exact schedule wasn't re- 
vealed, but Montreal will likely 
play three series in San Juan. 
Among them is expected to be a 
June 6-8 series against the 
Rangers. 

Hicks said he hasn't been given 
a final schedule and wouldn't con- 
firm the series. 

"We went there last year to open 
the season. It was terrific," Hicks 
said. "We're totally open to it." 

The Rangers played the 2001 
major league opener against 
Toronto in San Juan, the only reg- 
ular season game played there. 

Under the preliminary schedule 
released by the Rangers in Sep- 
tember, they play the Expos at the 
end of a 12-game road trip. That 
schedule shows Texas in Atlanta 
on June 3-5. then off the day after 
the Montreal series before playing 
at home. was determined that the Montreal    at home. 

Dallas' young secondary has big shoes to fill in replacing Woodson 
A collective group of inexperienced     of our bell cow on defense from an    Keith Davis likely will be re-signed        "Woody going down is a big part    bond since the rookie arrived. 
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A collective group of inexperienced 

defensive backs take over for All- 
Pro Darren Woodson, who is lost for 
the season. 

BY STEPHEN HAWKINS 
baociited l'n-~~ 

IRVING — Dallas Cowboys 
rookie safety Roy Williams doesn't 
like the idea of being on the field 
without Darren Woodson. 

"I lost my role model." Williams 
said Wednesday. "He's not going to 
be on the field and that hurts, but we 
have to keep moving on." 

Woodson will miss the rest of the 
season for the Cowboys (.3-7) be- 
cause of a severe abdominal strain 
that will require surgery. The void 
will be felt not only by Williams, but 
the entire defense. 

"It is a tremendous loss. He's kind 

of our bell cow on defense from an 
experience standpoint, certainly in 
the secondary," said coach Dave 
Campo. "That hurts us. No question 
about it. It will force us to play an- 
other young player or two." 

Replacing Woodson, the 11-year 
veteran and Cowboys' career-lead- 
ing tackier who has been part of 
three Super Bowl championships, is- 
n't as easy as just putting another 
player on the field. 

Second-year safety Tony Dixon 
will take over for Woodson in the 
starting lineup. But the Cowboys still 
have to account for Woodson in spe- 
cial packages such as "42" and 
nickel defenses where he was essen- 
tially another linebacker on the field. 

That could mean more playing 
time for rookie Pete Hunter or fourth- 
year cornerback Dwayne Goodrich. 

Keith Davis likely will be re-signed 
from the practice squad. 

Dixon was a second-round pick by 
the Cowboys in 2001. then missed 
eight games because of injuries. His 
only NFL start came against Seattle 
last month when the Cowboys 
opened in their "42" defense, but he 
has played extensively in those differ- 
ent packages and on special teams 
this season. 

Out of contention for any post- 
season play, the Cowboys will at 
least have a chance to evaluate some 
of their younger players and give 
Woodson a head start on recovering 
for next season. 

Dallas defensive backs realize it 
will take a collective effort to re- 
place Woodson. 

"1 myself can't take his place. It's 
going to be a team effort," Dixon said. 

"Woody going down is a big part 
of our defense and secondary, all of 
us have to step up," said cornerback 
Mario Edwards. "It's going to be hard 
without Woody being back there." 

Edwards, the third-year Cowboy 
and second-year starter, is sud- 
denly the most experienced player 
in the secondary. 

"A third-year guy being the elder, 
that's tough. But we can do it," Ed- 
wards said. "We're all going to come 
together as a unit on defense and 
make it happen." 

While Woodson has been a leader 
for the entire defense, his relation- 
ship with Williams is special. 

Woodson has been a mentor to the 
team's No. 1 pick in the April draft 
and the now team's third-leading 
tackier. Williams and the five-time 
Pro Bowl safety have had an unusual 

bond since the rookie arrived. 
After 10 games playing side-by- 

side with Woodson, Williams will 
have to play without him for the first 
time Sunday against Jacksonville. 

"I won't ever feel comfortable do- 
ing it without him, but I feel well- 
enough prepared that I can go out 
there without him," Williams said. 

"I'll just keep doing what I'm do- 
ing and I'm not going to put too 
much pressure on myself," he said. 
"I haven't been putting too much 
pressure on myself and have been 
playing consistent. I'm not going to 
change anything." 

Williams will have to prove what 
he has learned, likely taking over 
making some of the defensive calls 
that Woodson handled. 

"Roy's learned from the best, and 
he's ready," Edwards said. 


