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Charles Moncrief Chair of Geology Noel 
Donovan discusses the proposed plan for the 
new university curriculum requirements with 
the faculty senate Wednesday afternoon in 
the Dee J. Kelly Alumni and Visitors Center. 

Faculty Senate approves core curriculum model 
The Faculty Senate approved the core curriculum 
committee's proposed revision Thursday. A final 
version of the new core is expected by April 1. 

BY AMY JOHNSON 
Stall Report*! 

Faculty Senate members voted Thursday to 
approve the basic model of the core curricu- 
lum committee's proposed  revision. 

The motion also requested that the commit- 
tee produce a final version of the core by April 
I that would be subject to the approval of the 
Senate and the faculty, said Peggy Watson. 
Faculty Senate chairwoman. 

"We're giving a stamp ol approval to a work 
in progress." she said. "The next step will be 
to poll all faculty to get 
their feedback, but the fi- 
nal  vote  will  be  in the 
spring." 

The committee is the 
seventh body in two 
years to attempt a revi- 
sion of the core. 

Andy Fort. Faculty Senate assistant secre- 
tary, said the Senate is not endorsing the core 
as final and said he understands the model 
might undergo changes in the future. 

"1 huge iiiniiiinl iij mirk htis 

been done In tins committee." 
— Andy Fort 

Faculty Senate assistant secretary 

Chancellor Michael Ferrari  said the  hn.il 
proposal   should   be   sent   to   the   Board   ol 

Trustees if approved by all 
faculty 

Fort said committee 
member! have agreed to 
work on the core revision 
another semester 

"A   huge    amount    of 
work, has been done by this 

foil said. "I want them to feel committee, 
deeply thanked " 

Ferrari said he is pleased with the progress 
and the effort of the committee members. 

"The committee members' outstanding ef- 
fort, patience and work has brought us to a 
point that's really quite exciting to see." he 
said 'It will open a new chapter to the intel- 
lectual life of the university' 

Nowell Donovan, geology professor and 
committee member, said the next steps for the 
committee are to assimilate input from stake 
holders, refine the model, clarilx the ionise 
approval process, accumulate an inventory of 
courses that fulfill the outcomes requirements 
and address advising conn-ins 

tan Jahman 
a.mjoluuon2@u u.edu 

Future of online learning examined 
Interest in online learning is grow- 
ing, and the university has formed 
an eLearning advisory committee 
to establish policies and try to 
increase faculty training. 

BY COLLEEN CASE) 
[fewi l-.lo..r 

Despite the growing number of 
online courses at some public uni- 
versities, administrators at TCU 
said there will not be a significant 
increase of such classes here. 

Instead, there will be more sup- 
plemental  online  components   to 
traditional  courses,  said William 
Koehler, provost and vice chancel 
lor for academic affairs. 

Although the university has of- 
fered online coursework for about 
five years, Leo Munson, assistant 
vice chancellor for academic support, 
said the experience faculty members 
have gained from the technology will 
now help them determine the con- 
cerns and issues of online learning. 

Munson also said the current 
university experience will re- 
main unchanged. 

"Students will be living in resi- 
dence halls, sitting in classrooms, 
but their homework will be en- 
hanced online." he said. 

An eLearning advisory commit- 
tee has recently been formed and 
will be meeting soon to evaluate the 
university's use of online teaching 
and learning, said Magnus Rittby. 
chairman of the committee. 

Rittby said many more faculty 
members than expected are using the 
supplemental online software in their 
courses. The interest is growing so 
fast that there needs to be more fac- 
ulty training, an issue Rittby said the 
advisory committee will address. 

In addition to defining TCU's role 
in online learning, Munson said the 
advisory committee will try to estab- 
lish policies. There aren't any policies 
stating which courses may go online; 
it's up to the faculty member's sug- 
gestion and the department chairper- 
son and dean s approval, he said. 

"Had this been formal in the ex- 
perimental phase they would have 
nothing to discuss," Munson said. 

The committee will consist of 

nine faculty members, the director 
for the Center for Teaching Excel- 
lence, the coordinator of eLearning, 
Director of the Center for Instruc- 
tional Services Larry Kitchens, 
Munson and two students. 

Rittby, also the chairman of the 
physics and astronomy department. 
said the committee will also look 
into possible problems and estab- 
lish a formal student evaluation for 
online courses. 

"We have a growing interest," 
Rittby said. "(The committee) will 
focus on how to make it work for 
the students." 

About three years ago TCU ap- 
plied for and received a $25().(XX) 
grant from eCollege, an eLearning 
software and services provider 
based in Denver, allowing the uni- 
versity to experiment with and 
evaluate online courses. 

eCollege courses are mostly 
graduate courses that are com- 
pletely online. TCU offers two 
graduate degrees online, a master 
of liberal arts and a master of sci- 
ence in nursing with a specializa- 
tion in clinical nursing. Munson 
said there are no definite plans to 
add another online graduate degree. 

After signing the most recent 
contract with eCollege, TCU 
greatly reduced their use of WebCT 
and Blackboard, two other software 
providers for Web-based courses 
that are being phased out at TCU 
this year, he said. 

"We hope that it's worthwhile, but 
ask the students if it's worth it." Mun- 
son said. "This is the first semester 
we've been in it to this level." 

There are currently 25 courses 
taught completely online at both 
the undergraduate and graduate 
level, which is about a 78 percent 
increase from fall 2001. according 
to the registrar. 

In the first year of eCompanion 
use. there are 88 courses that offer 
this Web supplement. Rittby said the 
blending of traditional classr(x>m ex- 
periences with eLearning is probably 
the future for most TCU courses. 

"The main part of this technology 
will be to blend it in with regular 
classes, that's where the strength is." 
Rittby said. "TCU doesn't want to 

(More on ONLINE, i><ig<- 2} 

Phut,, editor/Sarah WcCkllwi 
Junior political science major Keon Montgomery took a basic speech communication course the eCollege Online program offered 
Students say they can work at their own pace and finish the course as early in the semester as they need to. 

Students help 
middle school 
teens develop 
leadership 
LeaderKids, a mentor program 
hosted by Leadership Council, 
pairs participants with area mid- 
dle school children. Mentors are 
required to contact their child 
twice a month and participate in 
monthly group outings. 

BY JOI BABBS 
Stall Reporln 

Several students in conjunction 
with Leadership Fort Worth have 
paired with arc.i middle school 
children to help foster the ideals of 
leadership and community ser\ ice 

Leadership Council hosted the 
LeaderKids kick-off in October as 
it had done the previous two years 
of the partnership. This year, how 
e\er. Ann Batr. community (level 
opment for Leadership Fort 
Worth, said she asked the croup IO 

enlist members as year-long men- 
tors for the program 

"The TCU mentors are a real 
enhancement to the program." 
BatT said. "They arc closet in Ife 
so our students are able Io relate 
better to them." 

LeaderKids is a naming pro- 
ci.un lor eighth-grade students 
selected from each ol ihc foil 
Worth Independent School Dis- 
trict middle schools According 
to the Leadership Fort Worth 
Web site, the program's mission 
is to develop leadership .ihih 
ties in these students through 
communit) involvement. 

Erilu Delgado, co-chatrwomaa 
of the outreach committee ot 
Leadership Council, said the men- 
tors, who are each paired with two 
children in the program, are re- 
quired to contact then buddy 
twice a month in addition to at- 
tending a monthly group outing 

"Traditionally Leadership Fort 
Worth (provided adult mentors)," 
said  Delgado. a senior Spanish 
major.  They realized the impact 

i Mon m LEADER, pagt 2) 

Student takes informal route to find date for upcoming formal 
Stephanie Stegge is taking an unusual 
approach to find a date: she posted an 
ad on TCU Announce. 

BY KM1LY THRINKR 
Stiff Reporter 

Don't blame Stephanie Stegge if she 
shows up stag at Saturday's Chi Omega/Zeta 
Tau Alpha formal. After all, she's told every- 
one at TCU she needed a date. 

Stegge, a sophomore early childhood 
education major, said she got so caught 
up in her school work she did not re- 
member the approaching party until she 

noticed it written on her day planner. 
Ever since Stegge turned to cyberspace, 
the calls from prospective dates have 
been rolling in. 

"I'm not a loser 1 swear," said Stegge, a 
sophomore Zeta Tau Alpha member who 
posted her request on Thursday's TCU An- 
nounce, "I've just been so busy, I forgot 
we had formal and now I'd like a date!" 

The announcement calls for certain 
qualifications. Stegge said the lucky guy 
must send her references, be willing to 
have fun. photograph and dress well and 
cannot be a psychopath. 

1 
0J 

But she said she would not attend the 
party with a complete stranger. 

"If I go with someone, 1 will have to 
have some sort of a connection with the 
person." Stegge said. 

Erin Wall, a junior psychology major 
and Stegge's sorority sister, said she had 
no idea the function was just around the 
corner because it was so close to 
Thanksgiving 

"1 thought it was hilarious." Wall 
said. "She's actually been joking about 
doing this for awhile. Even if she does 
not get a date from this. I am making 

her go no matter what ' 
One e-mail respondent said he didn't 

want to be Stegge's date, she said, hut 
commended her for her new approach 

"I have to give you huge props for 
putting that ad up." said Jeremy 
Burge. a senior business and finance 
major. "(She) just made reading the 
TCU Announcements worthwhile ' 

Stegge said she did not expect the 
amount of responses she received. 

Ktuib Turner 
e.LturnerQtciLedu 

FRIDAY 

High: 55; Low: .19; Sunny 

SATURDAY 

High: 58; Low: 44; Mostly Cloudy 

SUNDAY 

High: 50; Low: 39; Light Rain 

i 1865 - The 13th Amendment to the 
Constitution, officially ending the institution 
of slavery, was ratified. 

1M1 - The Irish Free State, comprising 
four fifths of Ireland, was declared, ending a 
five-year Irish struggle for independence 
from Britain. 

1955 - The federal government standard 
ized the size of license plates throughout the 
United States. 
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See you next year! 

Stephanie 
the online 
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CampusUmi> | New DNA evidence could 
throw out rape conviction 

Your bulletin board 
for campus events 

• The African Heritage Organi- 
zation will bod "Don'l Believe the 
Hype" from 11 a.m. to4 p.m. todav 
m (be Student (enter Lounge. This 
event will provide an opportunity for 
All!) in present its mission state- 
ment lo leam about African heritage 
.ind understand the many ways that 
it influences global society, through 
dance, poeln, ami music. 

• The O.S.I.A.A. Winter For- 
mal will be held from 9:30 p.m. 
to 1:30 a.m. Saturday in the Stu- 
dent Center Ballroom. The event 
is being sponsored by the Organi- 
zation of l.aiin American Stu- 
dents. Students of Indian Cultural 
Awareness. International Student 
Association. Asian Student Asso- 
ciation. African Heritage Organi- 
zation and Programming Council. 
The cost is $8 and you get I lire 
long sleeve shirt, food and good 
musk . IK kcis can be bought out- 
side The Mam from 11 a.m. to 2 
p.in at until 5 p.m. in (he Student 
Center. Room 220 Today is the 
last day to buy tickets 

• lite Society of Professional 
Journalists mil have ■ "Getting 
Ready for Reporting" meeting at 
5: Ml pin Wednesday in the Staff 
newsroom, Maud) Building South, 
Room 2UI. This will he a dine for 
those who will be taking the re- 
porting class to talk with (hose who 
have ahead) taken H and to meet 
llie new edilors. for more iiilomia 
lion, call (817)257-6268. 

Aiiiiounccmc-iils at c.mipiis events, public 
meetings .ind ullicr general s.inipus nitor 
iii.n ii m .tumid be brought to ihe Iti DeUj 
skirt office .H Mood) Building Sooth, 
Room 291, mailed ID TCU Bos 2CiK(lSII„r 
emailed Ki iktfflettenQtcu.edu, Deadline 
for receiving umouncemeoai is 2 p.m. the 
day before thev are to run The Sctyreserves 
the nyhl to edit submissions lor sly lc task- 
mil space .oailable. 

TCU DAILY SKIFF 
The TCU Daily Skiff is an official student publi- 
cation of Texas Christian University, produced 
by students ol TCU and sponsored by Ihe jour 
nalism department It operates under the poli- 
cies of the Student Publications Committee, 
composed ol representatives trom the student 
body staft. (acuity and administration The Skiff 
is published Tuesday through Pnday during fall 
and spring semesters except finals week and 
holidays The Skiff is a member of The Associ- 
ated Press 

Circulation: 6.000 
Subscriptions: Call 257-6274 Rates are S30 
per semester 
Mailing address: Box 298050. Fort Worth. TX 
76129 
Location: Moudy Building South Room 291. 
2805 S University Drive Ft Worth, TX 76109 
On-campus distribution: Newspapers are 
available tree on campus, limit one per person 
Additional copies are $ 50 and are available at 
the Skiff office 
Copyright: All rights tor the entire contents ot this 
newspaper shall be the property ol The f I 'U D.uty 
Skiff No pad thereof may be reproduced x aired 
without prior consent ol the Student Publications 
Director 

The Skiff does not assume liability lor any prod- 
ucts and services advertised herein The Skiffs lia- 
bility for mepnnts due to our error is limited to the 
cost of the advertising 

The case of five young men convict- 
ed of beating and raping a jogger in 
1989 could be overturned, allowing 
the men to sue New York City for 
damages. 

BYSAMIH. \l\lll 
U» led I'n- 

NEW YORK - Citing DNA on 
.i sock, prosecutors asked a judge 
Thursday to throw out the convic- 
tions ol five young men found 
guilty of healing and gang raping 
a jogger during a ll)X9 "wilding" 
spree in Central 1'ark that exposed 
the city's deep racial divide to the 
rest of the nation. 

District Attorney Robert Mor- 
genthau's recommendation came 
I I months alter a convicted 
tapisi who had never before 
come under suspicion in the case 
confessed. Also. DNA tesls con- 
tinued thai his semen was on one 
of the socks the victim was wear- 
ing  1.1 years ago. 

Morgenthau slopped short of 
declaring (he five innocent, but 
said the confession and the tests 
create "a probability dial (he ver- 
dicts would have been more fa 
ratable to ihe defendants." And he 
said no purpose would be served 
by retrying them. 

The decision of whether to 
throw out Ihe convictions rests 
with state Justice Charles Te- 
|ada. who is expected to rule by 
Feb. 6. 

The attack on a white 2S-year- 
old investment banker, allegedly 
b\ a gang of black and Hispanic 
boys from Harlem, became em- 
blematic of New York City's strug- 
gles with crime and face relations 
in the late I9X(K 

The five defendants, who were 
14 to lb at the time ol the attack. 
BIC now mostly in their late 20s 
and have already completed prison 
terms ranging from six years to I 1 
1/2 years for the crime. 

But throwing out of their con- 
victions could clear the way lot 
them to sue (he city and would 
tree them from having to register 
as sex offenders for Ihe rest of 
(heir lives. 

Their families and lawyers 
called   lor  an   immediate  ruling 
from the judge. 

"We are truly moved by this 
decision." said Sharonne Salaam, 
mother of one of the youths. "But 
we also feel like we've been vic- 
timized, like ihe Central Park 
jogger. We all feel we were de- 
nied justice." 

Through a spokeswoman,  the 

victim declined comment. De- 
spite remarkable recovery l'ro:.i 
severe brain injuries, she has said 
she remembers nothing of the at- 
tack and was unable to help po- 
lice identify suspects. 

The victim was left for dead in 
a pool of mud and blood on April 
19, 19X9, after dozens of 
teenagers descended on Ihe park 
to mug runners and bicyclists in a 
crime spree dubbed "wilding." 
She was in a coma for 12 days. 

The randomness of the spree ter- 
rified many New Yorkers. It was 
another blow to a city struggling 
with a soaring crime rate and it 
came dining a string of high-pro- 
file racial incidents, including 
Bernhard   Ooetz's   shooting   of 
black youths on the subway and at- 
tacks in the Howard Beach and 
Bensonhurst neighborhoods. 

Some questioned whether the 
Central Park youths were 
rounded up because of their skin 
color and suggested police would 
not have pursued the case so ag- 
gressively had the victim been 
black or Hispanic. 

Police said all five confessed 
lour of them on video — and 

that evidence proved devastating 
at trial. 

LEADER 
From page I 

»c had on (the students) at one of 
the kick-off events and wanted that 
lo last the entire year." 

Kenneth I'oote. an eighth-grader at 
McLean Middle School, is a Lead- 
erKids participant. His mother Mary 
Foots said Kenneth has shown im- 
proved self-confidence and has 
learned a lot from the student mentors. 

"When you can instill a sense o! 
community and leadership with these 
kids it is something thai will help them 
throughout their lifetime," she said. 

Courlnie Williams, a senior ling 

hsh major, said I.eaderKids is her 
lirst community service program in 
four years. She said the program is 
beneficial because she wants to 
leach at the junior high level. She 
and the child she is mentoring, Gu- 
liana Chavira. agree ihey have de- 
veloped a special relationship. 

Chavira, who attends Rosemont 
Middle School, said she has been 
able lo confide in Williams aboul 
things going on in her lite. 

"We're like so close." Chavira 
said. "I can tell her all of my prob- 
lems and it's good because I'm not 
always thinking about it anymore." 

Williams said when participat- 
ing in programs like this, it is hard 

to know how to deal with the stu- 
dents and really know if a differ 
ence is being made in their lives. 
However, she said, she really 
feels good to know thai her in- 
volvement is making a difference 
in Chavira's life. 

Delgado said Williams' and 
Chavira's relationship is the epit- 
ome of what LeaderKids is about: 
Being a positive influence and en- 
couraging leadership. 

"Even if I don't personally impact 
my kids' lives, to see Courlnie im- 
pact her kid's life is good enough lo 
me." Delgado said. 

joj II.mi- 
jj,harru9tctLtdu 

I want 

Freshman studio art major Sofia Petersen and freshman premajor Emily Boggs posed 
for a picture in Santa's lap Thursday outside of The Main. 

Returned remains may 
be those of famed pilot 
Remains of five servicemen were 
returned to the United States 
Thursday after more than 50 years 
in Southeast Asia. One of those 
may be be of James B. McGovern, 
or "Earthquake McGoon." 

BY MATT SEDENSKY 
\~,i, i,ii,-ii I'I,- 

HICKAM AIR FORCE BASE. 
Hawaii — Remains believed to be 
those of U.S. servicemen killed in 
Laos and Vietnam including an 
American pilol who died during the 
Cold War — were relumed to U.S. 
soil in a ceremony Thursday. 

One of the live sets of remains 
may be those of James B. McGov- 
ern — betler known as "Earthquake 
McGoon.'' who became a household 
name for his daring exploits in China 
and Southeast Asia 50 years ago — 
or his co-pilot Wallace A. Bul'ord. 

The two men were shot down in 
Soulhern Laos in Ihe last days of 
the French Indochina war. 

McGovern, 31, a former World 
War II tighter ace. and 28-year-old 
Bul'ord were Hying under secret 
contract to the CIA when they were 
killed on May 6.  1954. A French 

tlight engineer also died in the crash. 
Their C-l 19 Flying Boxcar was 

aboul to drop an artillery gun to be- 
leaguered French colonial troops at 
Diet Bien Phu when the plane was 
riddled by ground tire, staggered 
75 miles southward into Laos and 
crashed near a river. 

A team from the Army's Central 
Identification Laboratory-Hawaii 
recovered the five sets of remains, 
which include anything from a tooth 
or bone fragment to neatly complete 
skeletal remains, officials said. 

The remains, delivered in five 
flag-draped caskets, were carried 
off a C-l7 Air Force jet and met 
by a joint-service honor guard be- 
fore being taken to Ihe Army lab- 
oratory for identification 

More than I IK) people attended 
Thursday's ceremony. 

"We do this to support those 
who never made it through the 
war." said Korean War veteran Boh 
Hamakama. 71. who said he conies 
to every repatriation ceremony as a 
tribute to his fallen brothers. 

The remains were recovered trom 
lour different aircraft crash sites, 
three tn Laos (in 1954. 1971 and 
1972) and one in Vietnam in 1969. 
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lose its identity." 
He said it's important lo ask the 

students if an online course is worth 
the time, and perhaps more work. 

Art Busbey. geology professor and 
faculty member on the eLeaming ad- 
visory committee, previously taught 
the course Dinosaurs and Their World 
online and said he found that some 
students didn't know what lo expect. 

"Some thought because it was on- 
line it wasn't of the same depth," Bus- 
bey said. "They were surprised to find 
they had lo work as hard. "James Rid- 
dlesperger. chairman of the political 
science department, said that one ad- 
vantage to online learning is that his 
students can express their opinions 
better online than in class. 

"There's more interaction when 
they're    writing."    Riddlesperger 

said. "They can edit and think aboul 
what they're saying." 

Riddlesperger has taught Topics in 
American Politics on Health Care Policy 
during the past two summers, but he said 
he thinks one disadvantage is that pro- 
lessors don't get to know their students. 

"I could walk down the street or 
stand behind someone in a grocery 
store never knowing they're my stu- 
dent." Riddlesperger said. 

He said he has a good feel for the 
quality of education his online students 
are receiving, and thinks they're learn- 
ing its much online as in a classroom. 

Keon Montgomery, a junior politi- 
cal science major and student in Rid- 
dlesperger's class last summer, said 
one problem was that he didn't know 
how to go about studying for exams. 

Montgomery look another online 
course while at home during the sum- 
mer at California State University at 
Bakersfield, and this fall is taking Basic 
Speech Communication online at TCU. 

"I don't miss interaction between 

professors and students." Mont- 
gomery said. "I like ihe convenience 
of being in my own room.'' 

Koehler said one of the biggest 
advantages of online learning is that 
it's asynchronous and this conven- 
ience is very appealing lo students 

He said most professors like the 
online opportunity, although it is 
also usually more work for the pro- 
fcssoi to prepare the coursework. 

Munson said supplemental educa- 
tion is where education is headed. 
TCU. along with other universities 
otter extensive use of this technology. 

Rittby said the advisory committee's 
purpose is to look al the university as 
a whole and determine what it wants 
to kxik like, and then give advice to the 
deans and Koehler. 

"Who knows what's in the future." 
Rittby said. "We're trying to be ready 
for the changes." 

Colleen Case] 
< .111.1,IM'\(«1< ll.Cltll 

viaBMW.com 
derek west 
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UK KltOXIM, WITH AIMMHO 
COMING TO TCU 2003 AT THE 

NEW UNIVERSITY 
HEC CENTER! 

For more info, call the 
Rec Center 
(817)257-7529 

For current classes, 
call the Karate 
Center 
(817) 732-3200 
1901 Montgomery St 

IHE ULTIMATE FULL BODY WORKOUT! 

E7 x: 
Great Food. Cold Beer. Cool Joint. 

$4.95 TCU SPECIAL 
* Ago,, Beef or Chicken Cheesosteak 
* Sid* ot TprtSIa Chipa & Salsa 
* 16 02. Drink (Free Refills) 

! FREE CHIPS AND QUESO ! 

a 

w/ the purchase of any sandwich 
Limit one offer per penoo 

I,— — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — —— — — — — — 

Golden Tee Golf. Ms. Pac-Man, Satellite TVI 

2747 S. Hulari Dine-lrvTake Out 
(Stonegate Crossing) (817)920-1712 

TCU does not encourage the consumption ot alcohol, ft you do consume al 
you should do so responsioty. end you should never drive after drinking 

Skiff Advertising 
257-7426 
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SPEAK UP 
Minor sex offenses should be reported 

We hear about sex offenders on campus, or near campus, of- 
ten. The story of the notorious "TCU rapist" is told to freshmen 
to scare them out of jogging alone at night, and females are of- 
ten warned to watch their drinks and be wary of the "date rape 
drug." 

But one offense we don't hear about much is public 
masturbation. 

These incidents are reported a couple of times a year, said 
Steve McGee, chief of the TCU police. 

This often goes unreported because victims don't think any- 
one will see it as a big deal. 

However, a representative from the Tarrant County Rape Cri- 
sis Center said people who do these things in public will get 
braver if they are not caught because they get a false sense of 
security. Their actions may escalate to more harmful offenses. 

The Rape Crisis Center representative also said reasons for 
not reporting sex offenses, even minor ones, are because the 
victim feels somewhat responsible for "putting themselves in 
that situation," and people make them feel responsible with 
comments such as. "What were you wearing'.'" or "Why were 
you walking alone at night?" 

But it is always the responsibility of the sex offender for tak- 
ing advantage of the situation. 

Pam Christian, crime prevention officer for the TCU police, 
said reporting minor offenses such as public masturbation could 
help with finding the bolder sex offenders. 

The only thing you have to do is call the TCU police at (817) 
257-7777 immediately after the assault, and go to the station to 
give a statement. This takes five to 10 minutes and is worth your 
time. 

Finals are coming, but stressing 
out over tests isn't the thing to do 

With finals drawing near, that 
age-old feeling that overwhelms me 
at this time of year is again taking 
hold. It's not 
stress, though        COMMENTARY 
I'm sure some 
people do get 
stressed out 
around this lime 
even,' semester. It 
would best he 
deseribed as 
complete and to- 
tal apathy. Lauren Cda 

By the lime 
I've sat through 15 hours of lec- 
ture, three night classes, live days 
a week for 1 h weeks, the only 
leeling tormenting me when finals 
draw near is revulsion. 

People may ask about my con- 
cern for grades. In that regard, the 
only thing I'm concerned about is 
that my overwhelming apathy will 
prevent me from squeezing by 
with something I can bring home 
to the parents which will still al- 
low me to get Christmas presents. 
Immature? Yes. Short-sighted? 
Definitely. A solution'.' Sort of. 

I think that college students 
should ban together to outlaw fi- 
nals or everyone should skip them 
all together. Either that or we 
should refuse to study just for 
kicks and see what kind of grades 
we receive. Hey, if everyone goes 
home for Christmas with a crappy 
grade report, we can at least 
blame the faculty and point to our 
friend's grades as evidence. 

The most depressing thing in 
the world to me right now is being 
in the library. Aside from the so- 

cializing, the next most annoying 
and dispiriting thing is everyone 
on campus stressing out and pan- 
icking over something thai in the 
grand scheme of things, means rel- 
atively litlle. Yes, there are scholar- 
ships to keep. Yes. there are offices 
that require a certain GPA. These 
people have free reign to wig out. 

But amidst all the panic going 
on around campus come two 
weeks from now, I have always 
had the overwhelming urge to 
scream thai finals aren't thai im- 
portant. Whether or not you pass 
thai final is not a life or death mat- 
ter, and its occurrence will not de- 
termine your future in its entirety. 

Maylx' professors should institute 
some new type of final that elimi- 
nates stress. Remember those end of 
the year parties we had in elemen- 
tary school'.' Teachers brought all 
kinds of food and you sat around 
socializing and listening to Kriss 
Kross. Something along those lines 
where attendance and eating lots of 
free food would allow the majority 
of students to pass their finals. 

Until the finals process goes un- 
der revision, which is about as 
likely as Greek organizations elimi- 
nating their test files, a simple atti- 
tude adjustment is in order. Just 
think of the much worse things that 
could happen aside from finals, 
that should cheer you up a bit. But 
don't panic, don't stress out, re- 
member to breathe and hopefully 
shower in the next two weeks. 

Dpinion editor hiuren CctttS U u junior 
wli ''rinin^/jiublii relations major from 
Houston. Stir i an hr rein hill ill 

(Ls.cattsQlcu.odu). 
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My college lesson: liberals 
ignore other views, facts 

(.OMMKMUH- 

How a graduating senior went from a 
liberal to a conservative in four years. 

In the 1995 movie "Outbreak. 
Rene Russo and Duslin Hoffman 
battle to contain an Ebola-like vims 
brought lo America by a monkey. 
When Russo exam- 
ines the innards of 
one ol ihe victims, 
her face runs the 
gamut from shock 
to horrified repul- 
sion to pity. 

"It looks like a 
bomb went off in 
there." she whis- 
pers. 

That's the lcx>k I 
got from one of my favorite faculty 
members at dinner a lew months ago 
— when I told him I am a conserva- 
tive. 

"No you're nol." he said. 
Eh? 
Wouldn't I know whal my politi- 

cal leanings are' He thought I might 
be stx-ially conservative (as belils 
someone of Asian Indian heritage), 
but not politically so. To be fair, as 
recently as two years ago that would 
have been an accurate assessment. 

For example, in fall 1999, I wrote 
a column in the Skiff strongly advo- 
cating greater gun control. Foreign- 
ers cannot understand America's 
"gun culture"      what a bunch of 
primitive yahixis. we think, wauling 
lo protect their right to hunt when 
they could save people's lives. 
Thankfully, Rex Helms from the 
Physical Plant wrote me a well-rea 
soned letter brimming with statistics 
on how gun legislation had failed 
;uid took away people's ability to de- 
fend themselves against crime. 

I ignored him. Liberals often do 
that. 

I didn't realize that this shutting 
out ol non liberal views was also 
happening repeatedly in the class- 
room. Any discussion, say of Euro- 
pean imperialism, would invariably 
lead to a conclusion such as. "Bui let 
us not forget our own past sins, such 
as wiping out Native Americani and 
Ihe Spanish-American war." I never 
heard anything else. WASP Ameri- 
cans were always the bad guys. 

The free ni.ukclplace of ideas that 
a college campus is supposed lo em- 
body seemed like more ol a monop- 
oly. Had I not stumbled across some 
conservative magazines, hooks and 
Web sites. 1 wouldn't have even no- 
ticed. 

They were disturbing. Their 
stances on issues ranging from gun 
control to foreign policy were dia- 
metrically opposed to my deepest 
convictions. 1 developed a horrid las 
cmation for them, like staring at the 
mangled frame ot a car wreck. 

But these conservative articles 
SUXHI out because then authors sup- 
ported their claims with ample evi- 
dence and taut logic, without 
ridiculing their opponents. In addi- 
tion, conservative intellectuals such 
.is Thomas Sowell have a profound 
understanding of the presuppositions 
that mold and give cohesion to dif- 
ferent worldviews. So nothing a lib 
en] s,i\s would surprise them, no 
matter how much they disagreed. 

That's more than can be said for 
liberals in much of the media and 
academia. Witness the deluge of out 
rage that ensued over Franklin Gra- 
ham's remarks that Islam is a "very 
evil and wicked religion" after the 
Sept. 11 attacks. Why'.' 

First, Graham is a preacher. Sec- 
ond, he believes that all people He 
sinners hound for hell and God's 
wrath unless they accept Jesus as 

their Savior. Three. Islam categon 
catty denies the divinity ot Jesus or 
that He died to take the punishment 
for humanity's sins. As such, holding 
lo Islam would bring- eternal damna 
lion Graham's comments, while 
blunt, make sense in this framework 

But even one ol my professors — 
a knowledgeable and engaging 
scholar      decried Graham. This 
came soon after he'd taught llie class 
the value of using cultural relativism 
— placing oneself in the mmdsei of 
another culture or religion      in or- 
der lo fully understand it. 

This is an example ol ihe uncon- 
scious double standard liberals often 
have - - analysts may say America 
brought last year's terrorist attacks 
00 itself through short-sighted for- 
eign policy, hul Jerry Falwell may 
not say they were due to American 
moral decline without getting at- 
tacked by media Dobennans. 

Ultimately, liberals perceive them- 
selves as intellectually and morally 
superior to conservatives Hence my 
professor's chagrin at the thought of 
my being conservative. 

It you are so unenlightened as to 
challenge policies such as affirmative 
action or large welfare programs, 
you'll get either a pitying, long suf- 
fering sigh I "We must educate 
them") or emotional bluster ("If you 
oppose this you .ire nothing but a 
racist and big business lackey "i. 
There's rarely any debate, and this 
limits true intellectual diversity. 

This is why I stepped to the right 
So bravo. President Bush  Keep on 
Bucking, Cal Thomas. You make far 
more sense. 

Managing editor Ptiya \braham it a pott 
voting ntntat intsntationai i rwrnniinimrirwi 
majorfrom lutsaka^ Zambia. She can /*' 
mm hod >i/ (p.rrLabraham9o iLodu). 

Graduating senior reflects on lessons 
and experiences of last four years 
Melissa DeLoach remembers the 
events and people that shaped and 
influenced her years at TCU. 

Dear faculty, staff and fellow 
students. 

There is no way that I can thank 
you all enough for your unending 
support and en- 
couragement dur- 
ing the past four 
and a half years. 

When I think 
back to my first 
semester, one that 
seems so long ago, 
graduation seemed 
far from my imag- 
ination. Granted, I 
knew it would 
come eventually, but at the time I 
was merely enjoying the moment, 
while learning to adjust to being 
away from home with someone 
else cooking my meals, having to 
share a room with a stranger and 
just trying to pass Statistics. 

What helped me the most, 
though, was getting as involved as 
I could in campus organizations — 
anything to keep me from being 
alone. From hall council. Student 

Government Association, leader- 
ship classes, my involvement in 
Kappa Alpha Theta and my even- 
tual move to Student Publications. 
I learned what it means to be a 
part of a university community — 
working with people with different 
goals and outlooks in life. 

And beyond my dreams. I've 
been able to work at a national po- 
litical convention, cover a presiden- 
tial inauguration and study in 
Washington. Perhaps one of the 
coolest things 1 have done at TCU 
is help initiate TCU Welcome 
Crew through the Leadership Cen- 
ter. Though the program was short- 
lived, words cannot express my 
gratitude to all those involved who 
brought forth their resources to 
help make an idea become reality 

Yet. the most fulfilling thing I 
have done has been participating 
in the historical record of this uni- 
versity through the Skiff. 

While it has been difficult to 
balance my work with academics, 
it was well worth it. You all are a 
tough audience to please. While a 
struggle at times, the ability to help 
you better understand the world 
around you, by breaking down 

complex ideas, has been an ongo- 
ing challenge for me as a reporter, 
editor and past editor in chief 

When my sister. Chnssic. came 
to TCU in 199b. 1 envied hci so 
much because 1 wanted to he in her 
shoes — so much so that I even 
spent my Spring Break during my 
junior year in high school follow- 
ing her friends through a week ol 
their freshman experience. I went 
to classes, ate in Eden's and met 
many professors who two years 
later began to change my life. 

Every professor that I had chal- 
lenged me. I've learned it is ac- 
ceptable to question authority, 
think critically and take leaps that 
some may look down upon. I've 
learned what it means to be an eth- 
ical leader and the difficulty in 
making decisions that can affect a 
group. These skills 1 will take with 
me. wherever the road may lead 
me. 

I regret that I cannot thank you 
all individually. 

Thanks for the memories. 

Melissa DelAHich is a graduating senior 

and neus-editorial journalism major 
from \liwo. She can be reached at 

tm.d.deloach@tcu.edu). 

Your 
Letter} in the Editor 

New rec/sports facility fees 
for faculty discourage use 

There aren't a lot of people I 
admire more than Chancellor 
Michael Ferrari, having seen 
what he has been able lo accom- 
plish at TCI'. I know, however. 
that he will understand when 
I'm coming from when I say 
that there is a tremendous gulf 
between the financial vision of 
someone making 300 to 400 
grand a year and someone niak 
ing 15 to 20 grand. Perhaps 1 am 
being selfish with regard to los- 
ing what has been a pure benefit 

access to the rec/sports facil- 
ity. But the $5 monthly fee is 
likely lo be only the first slep in 
whal is ahead] being discussed 
as a steadily increasing fee. And 
the $5 a month is literally only 
half the story, as locker fees will 
now also be S3 a month. And 
Ihere will be oilier fees toi using 
select parts ot the facility, such 
as the climbing wall. 

Many firms, over the past leu 
years, have begun providing on 
sue tilness areas tor their employ- 
ees, because fu workers are 
generally healthier, work stronger, 
.in- abseaf less and use then health 
insurance less. One would think 
the administration would sec the 
benefit lo TCU ot encouraging — 
not discouracinp     employee use 
ot this outstanding new i.ialuy 

Bob \iinn. ott'ia managtr 
in tin  K I   H firing ( inter 

Test files have nothing to 
do with integrity 

I salute the TCU Daily Skill 
Editorial Board fot having the 
audacity to ni.ikc its opinion 
known on the I-MH' ot (neck test 
files. 1 knot* my hie has 
changed as a result, and although 
1 can't speak lor the entire TCU 
community. I am sure they were 
equally touched. After reading 
The Skill View article mled "In- 
tegrity." I was outiaged lh.il pro 
lessors who knowingly hand 
back then tests are besoming the 
victims of ihesc criminals who 
do not sei tire u- the tesis imme- 
diately. The editorial board was 
so brave in pointing out that this 
evil 1/3 ot oui student bod) 
knowingly harvests old lests 

On a seiious note, the idea 
that Greeks lack integrity due lo 
possession of test tiles is ridicu- 
lous Professors are not stupid. 
Ihey know students keep tests 
Keeping the u-sis has nothing to 
do with integnly 

YOU made a challenge tot the 
Greeks lo prove their benefit on 
campus   Hie benefits ol the (invk 
community spc.ik for themselves 
But the Skill usually focuses on 
the negative. Using "Skill Logic" 
the Skill also stands in the way ol 
forming an honor code \ forma 
skill reporter was fired from the 
AP for unethical journalism. So 1 
guess all members of the Skiff 
can not be misted 

Jmmei Hannagan. senior 
ntanagetnertt nutter 

Test files argument should 
be solved with other options 

For the most part. I agree w ith 
the Skill's commentary True, test 
tiles give Greek students an unfair 
advantage to exams Wouldn't it 
be peach) if all the fraternities and 
sororities would jusl honorably 
discard then tiles ' And the Greeks 
doing such a thing would be the 
ultimate way to get the student 
body lo buy into an honor code. 

Yet, let's think realistically. Even 
if Greeks agree to do so. does any- 
one really believe that they will 
ditch all of their valuable GPA re- 
sources' So whal it we proposed a 
solution from the opposite angle: 
Some Greek students really are 
dedicated to learning material. Per- 
haps these students use the test 
files not to obtain and memorize 
answers, but rather to get a feel for 
the format and style of test ques- 
tions — especially on first exams. 

What if TCU were to require 
professors to give a copy of old 
exams to every student in their 
classes so that students can get a 
feel for their style? A handful of 
professors do this already. Cer- 
tainly all students would have the 
same advantage this way, and 
perhaps it would encourage lazy 
professors to vary their tests. 

— Kalhryn Dawson. junior 
math major 
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National/InternatiQnalliouiK lup 
Two wrongfully fired Air 
Force employees reinstated 

WICHITA FALLS A judge has 
ordered the reinstatement ol two 
civilian An Patcc employees who 
were tired three years ago alter re 
porting that a lervicewoman's affairs 
with Saudis and fellow military per 
sonnel posed a security risk 

Robert Smyth and Richard Krape, 
who were responsible  lor back 
ground checks on Air Force person 
ncl. lost their jobs in 1999. 

The men. who worked as 
agents loi the Defense Security 
Service at Sheppard An Force 
Base, reported that a noncommis- 
sioned officei was granted top se- 
CUlity clearance alter having an 
affair with a supers isor. 

They also said she had affairs w ith 
other military personnel and with 
Saudi Arabian men. with whom she 
apparently kept in contact alter she 
served in the Middle Last 

Aii administrative judge ruled 
Oct. 31 that Smyth ami Krape 
were wrongfully tired. She or- 
dered the government to reinstate 
them with hack pa) 

The employees' attorney, Kill 
Walsh, said thej would receive 
about $250,000each. He said he ,lid 
not know whether the men planned 
to return to their |ohs 

A base spokeswoman did not 
immediately return calls on 
Thursday, the deadline lor the 
government to appeal. 

Hospital sued over son's 
disability after 17 years 

CHICAGO - A woman has 
reached a $19 million settlement 
with a suburban Chicago hospital 
in a lawsuit she filed 17 years at 
ler her   son was hoin  with  severe 
cerebral palsy, 

The settlement with Little Com- 

pany ot Mary Hospital in Evergreen 
Park was reached while jurors dehh 
eraled the case. The jury returned a 
S2(i.25 million verdict Tuesday, but 
the settlement still stands. 

The money will be held in a 
conn supervised fund that call be 
used only for expenses related to the 
care of Dainen 'lownsend. now I1), 
He weighs |ust 53 pounds, uses a 
wheelchair and cannot speak. 

Patricia lownsend sued the 
hospital lor negligence, claiming 
its nurses did nothing as monitors 
showed the fetus' heart rate drop- 
ping. A doctor did not learn ot the 
situation until the following 
morning, when he ordered an 
emergency C'aesarean lection, the 
lawsuit said. 

lownsend. 42, now of Huntsville. 
Ala., said she wailed until 2000 to tile 
the lawsuit because she never consid- 
ered who was to blame lor her son's 
disability until he was a teenager. As 
Ins sole caregiver. she said she also 
was concerned about who would care 
lor him if she was not there. 

The hospital issued a statement 
saving it was "pleased the trial has 
concluded. ... The hospital adminis- 
tration and board will keep the 
young man and his mother in their 
daily prayers." 

FCC to hold hearing on 
media ownership rules 

\\ VSHINGTON federal reg- 
ulators are planning a hearing in 
February to get public opinion on 
,i  broad government  review   of 
rules that  limit  the ownership of 
newspapers and radio and televi 
sum stations. 

Michael Powell, chairman of the 
federal Communications Commis- 
sion, said the hearing in Rich- 
mond. Va. will supplement the 
agency's 12 recent studies on me- 
dia ownership issues. 

The FCC said details of the hear- 
ing would he released later. 

The agency is studying whether 
current ownership restrictions are 
appropriate in a market altered by 
the growth of the Internet, satel- 
lite broadcasts and cable televi- 
sion. In September, the agency 
began reviewing how ownership 
rules affect competition, advertis 
nig. local news outlets and the di- 
versity of voices providing news 
and information. 

Media companies saj outdated 
regulations restrict their ability to 
glow and stay competitive. How- 
ever, critics warn that mergers re- 
sulting from looser rules could leave 
a few huge companies in control of 
what people watch, hear and read. 

Brothers convicted for 
helping clients evade taxes 

WASHINGTON — The founder 
of a multinational organization that 
allegedly helped hundreds of peo- 
ple evade U.S. taxes through an oil 
shore trust operation was extradited 
from Costa Rica to face federal 
charges. Justice Department offi- 
cials said Thursday. 

Keith Anderson. 61. was flown 
Wednesday night from Costa Rica to 
Miami and had an initial court ap- 
pearance Thursday before a U.S. 
magistrate, He had been in custody 
in Costa Rica since February but had 
been fighting extradition to the 
United States. 

Anderson is charged in Washing- 
Ion stale and in California in sepa- 
rate indictments with conspiracy to 
defraud the United Slates and con- 
spiracy to commit money launder- 
ing. He is a founder and leader of 
Anderson's Ark and Associates, 
which federal authorities say helped 
its clients evade millions of dollars 
in income taxes. 

Nine other people, including 
Keith  Anderson's   brother.  Wayne- 

Anderson, have already been con- 
victed in the case. Wayne Anderson 
was sentenced Nov. 14 to 59 months 
in prison, followed by three years' 
probation, and lined $250,000 by a 
judge in Sacramento, Calif. 

Rescue efforts called off due 
to had weather conditions 

ALBUQUERQUE, N.M. — 
Rescuers have had a difficult 
time reaching the wreckage of an 
airplane that crashed into the 
Man/ano Mountains, killing the 
only person believed to be aboard 
the craft, the Federal Aviation 
Administration said. 

Falling temperatures and darkness 
forced search and rescue teams to 
call off efforts Wednesday afternoon 
in the Bosque Peak area, said state 
police Ll. Robert Shilling said. 

A ground team was hindered by 
deep snow, said James Newberry. 
New Mexico search and rescue re- 
source officer for the state police. 

Rescuers headed out to the crash 
scene again at first light Thursday, 
Newberry said. 

Although the FAA reported one fa- 
tality in the crash. Shilling said state- 
police were unwilling to confirm the 
death until they could find a body. 

The airplane — reportedly a twin 
turboprop Cessna 42IC belonging to 
an El Paso, Texas, man — crashed 
on the east side of the Man/anos at 
an elevation ot about 9.(100 feet, said 
Roland Herwig. an FAA spokesman 
in Oklahoma City. 

Ordination of gays sparks 
debate among priests 

VATICAN CITY - The ordina- 
tion of gay men into the priesthood 
is "imprudent" and "very risky." ac- 
cording to an letter written by a top 
Vatican official. 

The claim by Cardinal Jorge Ar- 
turo Medina Estevez likely will fuel 

the debate about homosexuals in the 
priesthood — a perennial issue gain- 
ing new attention after the clergy sex 
abuse scandal in the United States 
and elsewhere. 

Medina Estevez, the recently re- 
tired prefect for the Congregation for 
Divine Worship and the Discipline 
of the Sacraments, offered his 
thoughts about gays in the priest- 
hood in a letter published in the con- 
gregation's magazine, Notitiae. 

Ordination "of homosexual men 
or men with homosexual tenden- 
cies is absolutely inadvisable and 
imprudent, and from the pastoral 
point of view, very risky," Medina 
Estevez wrote. 

The Vatican is drafting new guide- 
lines for accepting candidates for the 
priesthood that are expected to ad- 
dress the ordination of gays. 

The document is not expected be- 
fore next year. 

Strict laws lead to drop in 
alcohol-related crashes 

ATLANTA — Fatal alcohol-re- 
lated crashes involving drivers 
too young to drink legally 
dropped by more than half over 
the past two decades, the Centers 
for Disease Control and Preven- 
tion said Thursday. 

Overall, between 1982 and 2001, 
fatal crashes involving alcohol — 
that is, where the driver had a blood 
alcohol level of 0.01 percent or 
greater — fell 46 percent among all 
age groups, from a rate of 12.6 per 
100,000 people in 1982 to 6.7 per 
100,000 in 2001. 

The sharpest drop involved 16- 
and 17-year-old drivers, who had a 
60 percent decrease in the rate of 
such crashes, from 12.1 per KK).(KH) 
to 4.8 per KX).(XK). Drivers ages 18 
to 20 had a 55 percent drop. 

The CDC credited strict laws 
against drunken driving, commu- 
nity  education campaigns,  and  a 

shift in public attitudes toward 
drinking and driving. 

Alcohol-related crashes caused 
17,448 deaths last year, according to 
the CDC. 

"These are the kinds of deaths that 
are preventable and people make a 
choice to drink and drive," said Gail 
Hayes of the CDC. 

Sinhalese, Tamil Tiger 
rebels find common ground 

OSLO, Norway (AP) — After a 
bitter 19-year war. Sri Lanka and 
Tamil Tiger rebels reached a break- 
through in their quest for peace 
Thursday, agreeing on a way to gov- 
ern their ethnically divided island as 
one nation. 

At the end of four days of peace 
talks in Oslo. Norway, both sides 
said they were leaving with a firm 
commitment to develop a lasting 
peace. They meet again in January 
in Thailand for more talks. 

"What is irreversible is the com- 
mitment to peace," said chief gov- 
ernment negotiator Gamini Peiris. 
"There is not going to be a war, we 
are quite certain of that." 

The sides agreed to pursue a fed- 
eral model of sharing power once a 
final peace pact has been reached. 

A final political solution would be 
"founded on internal self-determina- 
tion based on a federal structure." a 
draft copy of a joint statement said. 

The Liberation Tigers of 
Tamileelam had long demanded a 
separate homeland for the island's 
3.2 million Tamil minority. They 
claim the country's 14 million Sin- 
halese discriminate against them. 
The fighting has claimed nearly 
65.000 lives and displaced another 
1.6 million people. 

Last week, however, they said 
they would accept being a part of Sri 
Lanka in exchange for significant 
autonomy. 

[ goodbye books ] 

hello 
$$$ 

we'll buy back those old books at your 
TCU bookstore and add $$$ to your wallet 

TCU Bookstore 
simple, easy, convenient 
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CotiCrtk TULA XI Oil* 
Mo*ti*v f*06*\ 
Good Luck in the Liberty Bowl! 

$5.00 Off 
Your bill of $25 or more* 

With This Coupon 

Offer Expires 12-31-2002 1221 

Excludes tobacco, alcohol and dairy products.University Location only 
k — — — — — — — -. — — — __ — — ..___.. — ___.._ 

Albettsons 9 

3120 S. University 

10% discount on all 
Starbucks Products 

with your TCU ID. 

Fresh Krispy Kreme 
Donuts Daily! 

It's Your Store! 
Why shop anywhere else? 
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Reflecting on the 

File photo 
A packed house at Daniel-Meyer Coliseum Tuesday watched Bob 
Knight's Red Raiders beat the. Homed Frogs, 84-66. 

Yushau Sodiq, a religion professor, swd students he 
international studies and Islam after Sept '1l-> 
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Al Meredith, pastor of Wedgwood Baptist Church, stands beside the memorial for the seven people killed at the church in 1999. 

File photo 
Freshman premajor Grant Sawyer zipped up the entrance to a large 
sculptura used by John Frost's 3-D design class to test a project dealing 
with space in relationship to architecture Nov. 26. 
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Dennis Beck demonstrates a pose while instructing the extended education Tai Chi class at the Japanese Garden. 

File photo 
fessor, s«d students have been showing more interest in 
a after Sept r1 t., ; « 



Fridav. December 6. 2(X)2 

NATIONAL   www.skiff.tcu.edu 

Page 8 

Neighbor testifies in closeted child case 
Jeanie Rivers said Thursday at the trial 
of Kenneth Atkinson that she cried 
when she saw his emaciated step- 
daughter, who prosecutors say was 
confined inside a closet for long peri- 
ods of time over several years. 

BY SUSAN I'tRROTT 

DALLAS — A neighbor of a man 
accused of Confining his stepdaugh- 
ter fat months in I filthy closet tes- 
tified at his trial Thursday about 
discovering the emaciated K-year- 
old who weighed only 25 pounds. 

The girl was naked in the lice-in- 
fested and feces-slrcwn closet, her 
hair was matted and one of her eyes 
was swollen shut. 

"You don't ever expect to see 
something like that. It was horrify- 
ing," said Jeanie Risers 

Kenneth Atkinson is charged with 
causing senous bodily injury to his 
stepdaughter. She was just 3 feel tall 

when she was rescued from a Hutchins 
mobile home closet in June 2001. 

Rivers' husband alerted authori 
ties after Atkinson showed Rivers the 
girl locked in a closet in the trailer 
he shared with his wife, Rie girl's 
mother. Barbara Atkinson, was sen- 
tenced to life in prison for depriving 
the    child    of 

hidden from neighbors, Kenneth 
Atkinson was the caregiver to the 
others, "feeding them, clothing 
them, brushing them and playing 
with them." Rivers said. 

Before testimony began,  Kenneth 
Atkinson pleaded not guilty to the in- 
jury charge. Prosecutors waived open- 

ing statements. 

"I caked if he hugged her. 
kissed her. let her know he 
lured her. " 

- Jeanie Rivers 

neighbor 

food, water, 
clothes and a 
toilet 

Rivers said 
she cried at the 
sight of the girl. 

"I asked if 
he hugged her. 
kissed her, let her know he loved 
her," Rivers said. On cross-exami- 
nation. Rivers said Atkinson an- 
swered that he did all those things. 

Kenneth Atkinson cried, his 
shoulders shaking, when Rivers tes- 
tified about the other five children in 
the home. 

Although the sixth child had been 

The 35-year-old 
man also is 
charged with sex- 
ual assault of a 
child, but prosecu- 
tor Patricia Hogue 
said she expects to 
try him only on the 

injury charge. If convicted, he could 
lace five yean to life in prison. 

Kenneth Atkinson's attorneys 
sa\ he was a battered husband 
who never called police because 
he was embarrassed. 

Defense lawyer Malcolm Dade 
said his client was tearful of his 
wife, who threatened to lake awaj 

his children. When she was away, he 
would sometimes let the girl out of 
the closet and feed her, he said. 

That wasn't enough, prosecutors say. 
"She was living in his home and 

under his roof." Hogue said. "He had 
access to her and was ... in charge of 
that child." 

Kenneth Atkinson told authorities 
that the girl had been confined to the 
closet for "a year or so," said Hutchins 
tire department Capt. Ryan Wwilever. 

Prosecutors believe she had been 
confined for months at a time over 
several years. Court documents 
show the child told authorities that 
both parents denied her food and 
forced her to live in the closet. 

The girl appeared to be no older 
than 4. Woolever said. 

"The paleness of her skin ap- 
peared to be that of someone who 
hadn't had sunlight in a long time." 
he said about the girl, who he said 
was very frail and had sunken fa- 
cial features. 

Border safety inspections cause delays for truckers 
Many worries plague Laredo's truck- 
ing business due to new regula- 
tions. They include more pollution, 
damage to the industry, and 
increased slowdowns. 

B\ LYNWBREZOSM 

LAREDO Clay-colored hoots 
were all that was visible ol Mexican 
trucker Augustin Robles Pachuca as 
he lay beneath his 18-wheeler, 
working on the rig's brakes. 

"They said they needed a little ad- 
justing," Pachuca said, emerging 
with a swipe of his brow. 

The 42-year-old driver sat in a 
line of other trucks at "el import 
lot.'' the latest product ol the North 
American free Trade Agreement 
and President Bush's decision last 
week to let Mexican trucks travel 
into the U.S. interior. 

Pachuca was sweating to bring his 
truck's brakes in compliance with 
U.S. safety standards. The truck 
must pass a 22-point inspection — 
Washington's assurance that Mexi- 
can trucks will not pose safety risks 

or excessive wear to U.S. highways. 
Pachuca said he didn't mind, be- 

cause the inspectors tell him what 
needs fixing on his truck. 

But others are not happy about 
plans lot new inspection stations, in- 
cluding eight in Texas, where fed- 
eral workers will open hoods, honk 
horns and turn back trucks with 
rusted wheel hearings. 

Victor Hugo De Leon, a 21 -year-old 
Mexican driver, said he worried about 
being late to pick up the load of Cana- 
dian beet in L;iredo that he would re- 
turn to Mexico. He was expected at 9 
a.m., and it was already 11 a.m. 

Officials in Laredo fear that the 
new trucking regulations will in- 
crease pollution from long lines of 
idled, diesel-belching rigs. 

They also worry that impatient 
truckers could look for new cross- 
ings, bypassing Laredo. 

And they fear that letting Mexi- 
can trucks into the U.S. interior — 
instead of limiting them to commer- 
cial zones hugging the border — 
will hurt the local trucking industry, 
which  has  sprung  up around  the 

need for drivers to ferry short-haul 
transfer loads across the border. 

About 2.500 drayage trucks 
make 9.000 trips across the border 
each day. transferring cargo be- 
tween long-haul trucks in Texas 
and Mexico 

Laredo Mayor Betty Flores said 
that transportation officials in the 
two countries don't consider the 
economic impact in her city when 
making policy. 

"They're not worrying about peo- 
ple's jobs as they should he." Flores 
said. "We in Laredo respond to the 
policy decisions, good or bad. of two 
u-r\ powerful countries." 

U.S. officials said President Bush's 
decision to let Mexican trucks into 
the U.S. interior made good on a 
commitment to improve international 
trucking and bus service. 

"This will help increase trade 
between our countries." Trans- 
portation Secretary Norman 
Mineta said in a statement. 

Eighty percent of U.S.-Mexico 
traffic comes through Texas and 
about   one-third   comes   through 

Laredo on its way along Interstate 
35 toward San Antonio and beyond, 
to Dallas. Denver. Chicago. Detroit, 
and Toronto. 

Laredo's World Trade Bridge is a 
wide arc of newly laid road opening 
into miles of warehouses, truck 
washes, and weigh stations. 

The city's Old West downtown, 
with parks and discount wholesalers 
along the Rio Grande, is now sur- 
rounded by ever-reaching rings of 
big-box retailers, chain restaurants, 
new school buildings and skyrocket 
ing property values. 

The city owes its economic suc- 
cess to the NAFTA, which has al- 
lowed U.S. industry to set up 
factories employing Mexican 
workers directly across the border. 
Auto parts are an especially big 
business — made in Mexico and 
shipped to plants in the Midwest 
for final assembly. 

But traffic is already a problem, 
and city officials fear slowdowns 
on top of delays caused by tougher 
security measures since last year's 
terrorist attacks. 

Government rejects 
United's loan request 
United Airlines will most likely have 
to file for bankruptcy after the fed- 
eral government rejected a 
request from United to loan it 
almost $2 billion. 

BY DAVK CARPENTKR 
Unociated I'n— 

CHICAGO — United Airlines' 
stock plunged nearly 60 percent 
Thursday, a day after the world's sec- 
ond-largest carrier lost its request for 
government loan backing it said was 
needed to keep it out of bankruptcy 

Shares in United parent UAL 
Corp opened down $1.84, or 59 per- 
cent, to S1.21S in heavy early trading 
on the New York Stock Exchange- 

Analysts said the Air Transport;! • 
tion Stabilization Board's rejection of 
United's request for $>I.X billion in 
federal loan guarantees Wednesday 
all but ensures a Chapter 11 bank- 
ruptcy tiling. It would be the largest 
bankruptcy in airline industry history. 

Chief executive Glenn Tilton 
tried to reassure 
passengers and 
United's 83,000 
employees, say- 
ing. "Whatever 
course we chart, 
it should be em- 
phatically clear 
that United will continue to fly." 

Barring a dramatic turn of 
events, that course will almost cer- 
tainly take it to federal bankruptcy 
court as soon as this week. 

"We believe bankruptcy is in- 
evitable." J.P. Morgan analyst 
Jamie Baker wrote in a note to in- 
vestors Thursday. 

"I can't imagine them avoiding 
it unless someone writes them a 
check for $2 billion," said Ray 
Neidl of Blaylock and Partners. 

("ash-starved United has said for 
months that without government 
backing, it couldn't get the $2 billion 
private loan it needs to avoid bank- 
ruptcy. It laces $920 million in debt 
payments due next week, which 
would wipe out most of its cash. 

Further sealing United's fate, its 
mechanics canceled a vote sched- 
uled for Thursday on $700 million 
in wage cuts the carrier said it 
needed immediately to stay out of 
bankruptcy. Union leaders said the 

"We believe bankruptcy 
is ineritable." 

— Jamie Baker 

J.P. Morgan analyst 

government board's decision had 
rendered the vote moot. 

United's unions assailed the de- 
cision by the government panel, 
which was created last year to help 
the financially strapped airline in- 
dustry recover after the Sept. 11 
terrorist attacks. 

"We were ready to partner with 
United, the union coalition and the 
government to return United Air- 
lines into the nation's premier car- 
rier," said Tom Buffenbarger, 
president of the Machinists' union 
that represents the 13.000 mechan- 
ics and aircraft cleaners who were 
to have voted. "Unfortunately, the 
United States government walked 
out on that partnership." 

United traces its problems to a de- 
cline in passengers because of the fal- 
tering economy and the terrorist 
attacks, an increase in competition 
from smaller discount airlines and 
failed business strategies. It has lost 
more than $4 billion since the mid- 
dle of 2000 and is on pace for an in- 
dustry-record loss exceeding $2 

billion for the second 
straight year. 

The government 
board said that de- 
spite  United's ef- 
forts to pare costs, 
"the  business plan 
submitted  by   the 

company is not financially sound." 
The  board said  United's plan 

does not support the conclusion that 
there is a reasonable assurance of re- 
payment and would pose an unac- 
ceptably high risk to U.S. taxpayers." 

Tilton  didn't say  whether the 
company would file for bankruptcy 
or file a revised proposal. 

Two of the three board members 
rejected United's request, while the 
third wanted to defer a decision un- 
til Dec. 9 to allow United to submit 
additional financial information. 

"This is not just about costs," 
said one member, Peter Fisher, the 
Treasury Department's undersecre- 
tary for domestic finance, "it's 
about a business plan that is fun- 
damentally flawed." 

In bankruptcy, United's shares 
would probably become virtually 
worthless and it would lose control 
of its restructuring to a judge. The 
airline is"55 percent owned by its 
employees. 
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Fewer flight delays 
due to good weather 
Airport officials say flight delays 
are less common this year due to 
better weather as well as improved 
ways of dealing with weather when 
it is bad. 

BY LESUE MILLKK 
\ iated I'M— 

WASHINGTON — Flight de- 
lays are down 21 percent this 
year and, notwithstanding Thurs- 
day's East Coast storm, good 
weather is the main reason. 

The Federal Aviation Adminis- 
tration considers a flight delayed 
if it takes off or lands at least 15 
minutes later than scheduled he- 
cause of problems in the air trat 
tic system — mostly weather and 
congestion. Through the first I I 
months of the year, delays fell to 
263,197 from 332,562 in 2001. 

Weather is responsible for about 
two-thirds of all delays 

While the good weather Was 
mainly responsible for the im- 
provement. FAA officials also 
credited a project begun in the de- 
lay-ridden summer of IVW to im- 
prove air traffic procedures and 
use new technology. 

"We're getting more experi- 
enced," FAA spokesman William 
Shumann said. "The entire FAA 
air traffic system and the airlines 
and other users are doing a better 
job of managing delays due to 
weather." 

A comparison lor just the first 
eight months of each year shows 
that delays fell by 32 percent in 
21X12. That time frame does not in- 
clude the attacks of Sept. I 1,2001. 
and the congestion that followed 
as the aviation system struggled to 
return to capacity. 

Helping ease air traffic mii year 
was a 7.9 percent decline in sched- 
uled flights through November 
2(X)2. 

David Stempler, president of the 
Air Travelers Association, said the 
decline in delays is good news but 

that air traffic control is just one 
part of an aviation system that 
needs to be improved. "More and 
better-utilized runways would go a 
long way in reducing delays." he 
said. 

The FAAs survey includes all 
scheduled flights from airliners 
to corporate jets — in the United 
Slates and Canada. The survey 
does not measure delays caused by 
an airline, such as engine trouble. 

A separate survey by the Bureau 
of Transportation Statistics shows 
that in the first eight months of this 
year, late arrivals fell by 24 percent 
and late departures by 2X percent. 
compared with January-October in 
2001. These statistics measure 10 
major airlines. 

FAA Administrator Marion 
Blakey said this week that more im- 
provements in the air traffic control 
system as well as four new runways 
opening next year in some of the na- 
tion's busiest airports — Denver. 
Houston, Miami and Orlando. Fla. 
— will further reduce delays. 

Among the improvements 
—Air traffic controllers are us- 

ing software that lets them selecl 
better routes for aircraft by pro- 
jecting their tlight paths farther 
into the future. Shumann said. 

—A software program helps 
teed planes into terminal areas 
more efficiently. It's been intro- 
duced at major airports in Atlanta. 
Dallas-Fort Worth, Denver, Los 
Angeles. Miami. Minneapolis-St. 
Paul and San Francisco. Blake) 
said. 

—A new information system in 
Atlanta allows controllers to bet- 
ter route planes around had 
weather, Shumann said. 

The FAA also has changed 
Might routes to eliminate 20 areas 
that cause traffic jams in the air. 
Shumann said. 

"We've learned that every little 
increment helps over time," Shu- 
mann said. "We keep looking for 
ways to tweak the system." 

Strom Thurmond reaches century mark 
Strom Thurmond is the oldest and 
longest serving Senator in history. 
His home state of South Carolina 
joined Washington in paying tribute 
to him on his 100th birthday. 

BY JIM ABRAMS 
\MOT '.I   I'M'- 

WASHINGTON - Sen. Sto.ni 
Thurmond turned KM) Thursday, 
joined by hundreds of friends and 
family on Capitol Hill where, in a 
career spanning nearly half a cen- 
tury, he went from being an anti-in- 
tegration firebrand to becoming one 
of the Senate's most historic and 
beloved figures. 

Thurmond, riding a wheelchair 
and accompanied by his two sons 
and his daughter, smiled and waved 
as he entered a Senate office build- 
ing where he is being feted by fel- 
low senators and many South 
Carolinians who had driven hours 
to celebrate with the man who has 
served longei and lived longer than 
any senator in history. 

Thurmond was born m the first 
term of Theodore Roosevelt, was 
first elected when Dwight Eisen- 
hower was president and is retiring 
with the modern Republican party 
he helped form firmly in control. 

"His first group of interns are 
now getting into Social Security." 

said Rep. Iindsey Graham, R-S.C, 
who last month was elected to suc- 
ceed Thurmond in the Senate seal 
he has held for 4X years. 

Thurmond, who resides at the 
Waller Reed Army Medical Center, 
arrived at his Senate office before 
noon as a snowstorm that swept 
through Washington abated. 

"I ,un pleased to be celebrating 
my l(M)lh birthday today." he said 
in a statement sent out by his office. 
"South Carolina is the finest state 
in our great nation and 1 am grate- 
ful to the people of South Carolina 
for allowing me this long and full 
career in public service. Cod bless 
the United Stales of America." 

Several   hundred   people 
friends, family and Washington's 
elite — were to honor the new cen- 
tenarian at ceremonies in a Senate 
office building. Organizer Thad 
Strom, who worked for Thurmond 
for more than 20 years and is mm 
a partner in a Washington consult 
ing firm, said the speakers will in- 
clude Sen. Trent Lott. R-Miss., the 
next Senate majority leader, and 
former Sen. Bob Dole. R-Kun. 

He said eight of the nine Supreme 
Court justices all but Chief Jus- 
tice William H. Rehnquist. who is re- 
covering from knee surgery — will 
attend, as will White House Chut o( 
Staff Andrew   Card  and  many  of 

Thurmond's Senate colleagues. 
In the western South Carolina 

town of Edgefteld, where Thurmond 
was horn on Dec. 5, 1402. and where 
he will return in January, people plan 
to gather around the life-sized Thur- 
mond statue in the town square to 
i elebrate «ith cake and perform- 
ances troin the Strom Thurmond 
High School band and chorus. 

South (larolina Qo\ Jim Hodges 
has declared Thursday Strom Thur- 
mond Day, going people in the stale 
the occasion "to reflect on the many 
blessings he has bestowed upon OUT 
state throughout Ins life" 

The stale museum is to display 
Thurmond artifacts and the Strom 
Thurmond Institute of Government 
and Public .Allans at ( 'lemson I Inj 
versit)   is encouraging  people to 
plant   UK) trees across the state to 
honor the senator. 

Thurmond is to be feted at the 
White   House   on   Friday,   and   on 
Dec' 12 he is to attend ceremonies 
at Andrews Air force Base outside 
Washington when the Air force is 
to name Us 100th C 17 cargo plane 
the "Spun of Strom Thurmond." 

President Mush, m a birthday 
message, noted that Thurmond. 
while serving as a circuit court 
judge, volunteered for combat dui> 
during World War II and landed a 
glider al Noimaud) on D Day at the 

age of 41. His patriotism, courage 
and lifetime dedication to South 
Carolina and his nation will always 
be remembered," Bush said. 

Thurmond is ending his eighth 
and final term a physically frail but 
still visible presence in the Senate. 
Generally confined to a wheelchair 
ami always accompanied by aides 
during the last lew years, he still 
rarely missed a Senate \ote and his 
office maintained a reputation for 
constituent service. The man who 
entered the Senate abetting the 
body's deep racial division leaves 
it as a much-loved legend. 

He is being succeeded by lellow 
Republican Rep l.mdsey Graham, 
who was horn a year after Thur- 
mond entered rhe Senate. 

Thurmond won his first election to 
a local office in I92X. and. after sen. 
lire in World War II. was elected gov- 
ernor m 1947. A year later he ran for 
president as a Dmccrat. picking up 39 
southern electoral \oies as part of the 
Souths states' rights rebellion against 
Harry Truman's civil rights policies 

In 1956. as a senator, he was an 
originator ol the "Southern Mam 
festo" urging defiance of the 1954 
Supreme Court desegregation ruling 
and in 1957 Thurmond talked 
against a civil rights bill on the Sen- 
ate floor lor more than 24 hours, the 
longest filibuster in Senate histors 
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Bishops, priests, Vatican review their 
plans for treatment of abusive priests 
Each group has a different set of 
new rules for priests in the wake of 
the child abuse scandals that hit 
American churches this year. 

K\ VICTOR L SIMPSON 
\--,« i.ii.-.i IV- 

VATICAN CITY - Leaders ol 
Roman Catholic religious orders re- 
cently traveled to Rome tu voice 
concern about the inclusion of their 
clerics in the revised L'.S. policy 
against sex abuse in the priesthood. 

The Vatican is still studying the re 
vised rules, or norms, approved b) 
the American bishops last month af- 
ter then original pohc\ was reworked 
h\ Vatican and IS   negotiators. 

Vatican approval ol the norms is 
widel) expected, but representatives 
in charge of religious orders world 
wide have recentlj  joined the re 
View, a Vatican official --.IKI 

About 15,000 ol the 46,000 I'.S. 
priests belong to religious orders 
such as the Jesuits. I lanciscans and 
man) others, 

In August, leaders of the orders in 
the I lilted Stales decided that sexually 
abusive priests should be kept away 
from children but not barred from all 
church work a less restrictive plan 
than the bishops'. The orders left open 
the possibility that some ahusers could 
return to ihen communities after treat- 
ment, serving the church in adminis- 
trative jobs lai from young people. 

Order leaden insist they fully 
agree with the bishops on the need 
lo protect children, describing the 

current difference as church law 
technicalities and concern for the in- 
dependence ol the orders. 

The Vatican refused lo approve 
the U.S. bishops' Initial sex abuse 
policy, dratted in Dallas last June, 
citing differences with church law 
around the world. 

A revised plan was approved by 
the bishops in November, and a 
footnote made all I'.S. priests in 
religious orders subject to the 
American nouns, according to the 
Rev. led Keating, executive direc- 
tor of the Conference of Majoi Su- 
periors ol Men. 

Keating and 
the organization 
president, the 
Rev. Cann e( Ion 
nors. came to 
Rome last 
month, addressed 
a meeting of the 
International 
Union of Supe- 
rior Generals and 
met with Vatican 
officials, The National Catholic Re- 
porter, an American publication, re- 
ported on then trip Wednesday, 

Keating said he was told that the 
international assembly on Nov. 30 
expressed support for the concerns 
ol IS orders. Officials of the 
world group were not available loi 
comment Thursday. 

In an interview with The Associ- 
ated Press. Keating declined lo pro 
vide details of his talks with the 
Vatican, bin said he didn't expect the 

Vatican to make immediate changes 
in the latest version of the norms. 

"What we heard in Rome is. its loo 
late to do that and we would work it 
out during the provisional period, case 
by case, and then take a thorough look 
at the end of two years," Keating said. 

He indicated the lobbying effort 
was aimed at the long term. The sex 
abuse policy will come up for re- 
view by the bishops and the Vatican 
two years alter it is formally ap- 
proved by the Holy See. 

Priests from religious orders are 
not completely independent from 
the church hierarchy. Bishops have 

authority    over 

"11 hat tin- religious (orders) 
hinr is a community ///<■. 
which permit them to keep 
someone as u member i>l the 
family, though not in any puh- 
lic ministry." 

- Cardinal Francis George 

Senior member of American delegation 

clergy serving 
within a dio- 
cese. 

At least 32S 
clergymen have 
been removed 
from duty in the 
United State this 
year because ol 
abuse claims, and 
dozens are mem- 
bers of religious 

communities. 
Cardinal Francis George of 

Chicago, the senior member of the 
American delegation that negoti- 
ated the policy revisions with the 
Vatican, said he also expects the 
Holy See to specify that the norms 
apply to religious order priests. 

"What the religious (orders) have 
is community life, which permits 
them to keep someone as a member 
of the family, though not in any 
public ministry." he said 

Pharmacist sentenced to 30 years 
after diluting cancer medicine 
Robert Courtney, a Kansas City 
pharmacist accused of diluting 
chemotherapy drugs, was sen- 
tenced Thursday to a maximum 
sentence of 30 years in prison. 
Courtney admitted to tampering 
with 98,000 prescriptions. 

in MARGARET STAFFORD 
\~", i, I IV-- 

KANSAS CITY, Mo.— A phar- 
macist who diluted chemotherapy 
drugs for thousands of cancer pa- 
tients was sentenced to the maxi- 
mum 30 years Thursday alter 
tearful witnesses told a judge the 
scheme had cost them precious 
days with their loved ones. 

Robert R. Courtney showed no 
emotion as the judge announced his 
sentence. "Your crimes are a shock 
to the civilized conscience," U.S. 
District Judge Orlrie Smith told him. 
"They are beyond understanding." 

Defense lawyers, citing Court- 
ney's "sincere remorse." had urged 
Smith to impose the lightest possi- 
ble sentence under the terms of 
Courtney's plea agreement — 17 
\/l years without parole. 

"I have committed a terrible crime 
that I deeply and severely regret." 
Courtney, 50, told the court in a soli, 
shaky voice before being sentenced. 
"I wish I could change everything." 

But federal prosecutors requeued 
the maximum of 30 years lor a "cold- 
bliHided" crime they say hastened at 
least one patient's death and. as Court- 

ney admitted, was motivated by greed. 
"What did these women lose? 

What did he take from them to sat- 
isfy his avarice? He look their hope 
and quality of life," Assistant U.S. 
Attorney Gene Porter said. 

The 30-year sentence also called 
for Courtney to pay $10.4 million 
in restitution and a S25.IXX) fine. 

Smith had listened patiently as 
tearful survivors 
recalled their 
loved ones and 
cancer patients 
who were 
treated with 
drugs diluted by 
Courtney told 
their stones. 

"I leave 
Robert Courtney in your hands for 
his lifetime, and in the Lord's hands 
lor eternity," said patient Georgia 
Hayes, who earlier won a $2.2 bil- 
lion jury award in her civil lawsuit 
against htm. "May God have mercy 
on his soul." 

Courtney, who was arrested in 
August 2(H)I. pleaded guilty in 
February to 211 counts of adulterat- 
ing, misbranding and tampering 
with the cancer drugs Taxol and 
Qemzar. Those counts stem from 
his dilution of 15X chemotherapy 
doses he prepared last year for 34 
patients of a Kansas City doctor. 

But Courtney admitted in his 
plea agreement he had been dilut- 
ing drugs since 1992, affecting as 
many as 4.2(H) patients. 400 doctors 
and ()S.(KX) prescriptions. 

"/ have committed a terrible 
crime that I deeply mid 
severely regret." 

— Robert Courtney 

Convicted Pharmacist 

Prosecutors cited that admission 
in their 26-page sentencing memo, 
contending  the charges to which 
Courtney pleaded did not reflect the 
full scope of his criminal conduct. 

Muffled sobs could be heard in the 
courtroom Thursday  as  witnesses 
testified.  Steven Coates showed  a 
picture of his wife, Evelyn "Johnnie" 
Coates, calling her "my rack and in 

spiration."    She 
died   of  cancer 
last year at  age 
S3,  shortly  be- 
fore the investi- 
gation    became 
public. 

Coates said 
his wife was not 
able to fulfill her 

dream of watching her infant grand- 
son grow up. In the weeks before 
her death, she was in so much pain 
that she was unable to hold the boy. 
but remained hopeful of recovery. 

"She still thought she would beat 
this dreaded disease, not knowing 
she was playing against a slacked 
deck," Coates said. 

Since his arrest, the government 
has frozen at least $8 million in 
Courtney's personal and corporate 
assets, and a church has pledged to 
return more than $6(X),(XX) he do- 
nated to its building fund. 

So many people     cancer patients 
and their relatives, reporters, lawyers 
iuvi Courtney's own family and friends 

attended the hearing that officials 
provided a closed-circuit TV feed to 
another room in the courthouse. 

"1 

KAPPA KAPPA GAMMA CONGRATULATES OUR HORNED 
FROGS ON THE LIBERTY BOWL! 

SLAM THE RAMS! 
Conference Championship 

Shirts Now Available! 

Liberty Bowl Shirts 
Here Monday! 

BOOK 

O el* 

STORE 

<?o 

The NEW 
University Recreation Center 

will open on 
Tuesday, January 21, 2003 

Open 115 hours per week 
for your convenience. 

Monday - Thursday     6am - J2am 
IjFriday 6am - 10pm 

Sunday ^     10qflfcl.2«# 4 

*';:.,. •. 

Good Luck in the 
Liberty Bowl! 

2950 West Berry Street 
(817) 257 7844 

http://tcu.bkstore.com 
K mail: tcu@bkstore.com 

The Grand Opening and 
Welcome Back Party will be 

Thursday, January 23. 
Sponsored by Campus Recreation and SGA's Programming Council 

Campus Recreation 



Friday, December 6, 2002 

ETC. 
Your place for entertainment   www.skiff.tcu.edu 

Page 11 

Today's Futinie 
Captain Ribntan \<\ Sprengelmeyei ami Davis 

Skully l>\ \\ illiam Morion Quigmans l>\ Hirkersor 

NICE ASS WHew!    X    GOTTJ    Ldy  OFP-^ 
"\THe   &ABeRpiNe,   PHiL. '. 

Tf*V   THft- WOOL, BCNNy .' 
IT'LL   C.|_e,AN    yoM    RiG-HT   OUT.' 

Purplel'oll 
Q Should Purple Poll be continued 
next semester? 

YES 
87 

NO 
13 

DmcnUKMd trrmi m iJnilal ;-■ 
Ktmtific latupbng and .IKHIIII MI rw re^mied J>. r<-|-r uibin apnio 

ACROSS 
1 Ovine remark 
4 Mediocre 
8 Fndured 

14 H S sub| 
15 "Dana' singer 
16 Black Sea port 
17 Color changer 
16 Coltm stano 
19 Welcomes 
20 Robm Hood's 

weapon 
72 Uttered 
23 Of Chilean 

mountains 
24 Wedding 

scatterings 
28 Intended 
29 Is able 
30 Fall behind 
31 BTUwora 
34 Submerge 
35 Vegetable ball 
38 Rained icily 
40 Guitarist Pau: 
41 Vessels tor ashes 
43 C*ech Republic 

region 
45 Prepa'p to '.axe 

notice9 

47 Spanish article 
48 Sweater type 
52 Intensify 
54 Pu/zling 

question 
55 Departs 
56 More 

domineering 
57 Climb 
60 Caron title role 
61 Shaft proiection 
62 Stirred up 
63 Toast topper 
64 Angle starter9 

65 Respectful knee 
bend 

66 Gull relative 
67 Sonic boomer 

or efly 

DOWN 
t Pandemonium 
2 Tennis uar'ner'1 

3 Order ot 
business 

4 Days of worship 
5 Vidalia, e g 
6 Distort 
/ Shell propeller 

Thursday's Solutions 
8 Boston airport 
9 Floating I'eely 

10 Sowers 
11 Half a fly9 

12 Winter h's in 
Boston 

13 "_ Kapitai' 
21 Chap 
7? InsUurrenta 

compositors 
24 "Titan c' director 
?5 Missiry pa't of a 

Manx 
26 Prong 
27 Kinds 
29 Louisianaris of 

French ancestry 
3? Shade tree 
33 Third bk ot the 

Bible 
3b Shove 
36 Pennsylvania 

port 
37 Not n favor of 
39 Arithmetic 

operation 
42 Propose 
44 Common 

3 i 3 *'s|3 3> A i 1 3|NIOJN 
HI Ni i   N S   3 1 - 1 i N [ 1 
S   v 9|a| 13 e • H     -    V 

til i ma -- ■) N 3|b|d 
■1 ■■ 0 ' ■ 

1 s ■. v   .'.■ V JJNJ3 • 
2 3 u^lHc A r swjv x|v:s 3 
•> i OIBMTO » H . »NBi'. n - 
s . N 1 ;■ i i 0 ■ 1 
■ d V >'>■:. ■ i IS llTl 

1 i ■■ ■■ 
S  d H 

: 
11 - * ll ■ - H 

11 V 
■' 1 - V    1 1 ' -  i. 

i V 1 0 h V - 
•1* » '< a|o H s H 1 0 N 

con|jnctiors 
46 Calls 
49 Decrees 
50 Frees from 

suspicion 
51 Hensons frog 
53 "Irustbuster 

Ro^sevell 
54 Slugger Vans 
56 Peevshness 
5/ C rcie segment 
58 Old com 
59 Mongrel 
60 Acquired 

TCU DA|IUY SKIFF 

(all Debbie 214-891-8110 tnvel to exotic locations. Sate) 
positions available ( ontacl Dean 
Longway 800.25S.9I9I xldO or 

deanfu sludentexpress.com 
EMPLOYMENT CITY OF FORT WORTH 

POLICE IJHI'ARTMENT 
CRIMINAL INTELLKiCNC 1 

ANALYST. 
SALARY: $44,491 - S70.2X3 

ANNUALLY. 
FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMA- 

TION AND TO APPLY ON LINE: 
www.fortworthgov.org/hr 
HUMAN RESOURCES 

1000 THROCKMORTON 
FORT WORTH, TEXAS 76102 

817-871-7750 

Young healthy non-smoking 
women needed for egg donation 
program. Ktcellcnt compensa- 

tion for time. 817-540-1157 

Have a llappv Day! Puff it up for 
freedom at Pullers Paradise  tort 

Worth store. Alta mesa and 
Woodway XI7-423-2344 

(imgiss formalwear is now hiring 
part-time sales associates for our 
tuxedo rental business at Hulen 

and Ridgmur malls, flexible hours. 
Perfect for college students. Please 

call Mr. Branch 817-307-4753 

BlueBonnei Entertainment for 
weddings and parties Over 1200 

performances. 817-249-1108 

FOR RENT Work when you want to. we train. 
HI 7-259-0055 

Dream Jobs Available. Now hiring 
full and part time sales and 

marketing positions. Start a career 
in the student travel, promotion 

and events industry. Work in and 

2 Bedroom 1 Bath apartment 
New Carpet. Big Patio. Walk to 

class. By the Rickel. 817-926-6621 

Quick Christmas Money we need 
your help today through Sunday 

only. Work in fort Worth 12.50/hr 

Religion Directory 
Baptist 

University HapUat Church 
2720 W-it-.i-.il l.i. rOM Cram Sherley 
dorm) Camptu Bible) Bti.Uy Sunday 

'• I'Mui Morning; worship Sunday 
in to.mi Siah ,•!' wurahip Sunday 

H <t 1pm Vi-.il n* on th« wnb 
wwwubrfortwi >rth urn/campus htm 

Hi 7   '"'..l.tlH 

|        Bible Church        ] 
Christ  «   i.-.i-. i   Bible  Church 

1740 Kn. IIIU.III AvrKIV   m    mo 
Sunday worship ■•rvtot -• B   kSaun 

I  OOpta  C.nllrge  Impact   11:15am  in 
Mm whm   bultot" !■•(>< us 

Ai c.nstir  ('(intniiiporary Praise 
Wndncsflay nights in Sanctuary 7 8pm 

t  ..ni.ic i   liyitti   McCarthy 
KyanniU> i In isti li.i|irll»    "I K 

McKinnay  Mnuiorial  Bibls  Church 
si.iHl.ivservicesaluo"     LO   IS, asd 

I I     10  AM.   Collect-  Crrw at    It)   I B   AM 
MI   Hit-  SMH 

H I 1 .177 4702 x233 See 
www. iiu'.kllillfVi tiuri ll iiilll  liu   illnn-tioiif, 
McKinney  Memorial   Bible  Church 

u. tu>-..-. i 1.ii«.-1i,pi.lt.v.- eeorahlp 
hi iiK'iiK  ' cb.li 

p.oj.l.-     thur^days at  7:3(1 I'M in t ti 
Mi:Kititn"y ( Itiirch  Sanctuary     See 

Interdenominational] 
University  Park  Church 

University Hark Church invites you to 
..ni   FUOHT Single* Sunday niafhta at 
0.30    Worship.  Bible study,  fellowship 

••4   Puall  Ami.  it's closr  to TCU.  For 
Information osll S17 3SA 2f.«7 

|   Church of Christ 
First   <  oiiKM'Kational 

United  Church  ot   Christ 
i. iii    li.nl   l -ik.- Dtive 817 9JJ 29QO 

Contemporary \A.'<irshJp: Jesus. }until • 
and Joy v.AM.   Iv.nlitional worship 

1 I OO Inclusive.  Wnlc.iiiuiif.    TjWnisi 
Hir-irt    Mmd.Sulnt.  I-iMtei»ln«;. 

PrayitiK.Seari bil| 
Altamaaa Church of Christ 

mon Altamrs i   (about  a  milaj south  of 
Hulen   Mall   on  Hulr-nl   *t»J4    Unt) 
Sunday olaaa 0:40 upstairs  1 1   <><- 
worship. 0:00 PM small group* 

)-   m.ul  Mark Collefrn  Minister 
wwwalUtnrsaorR 

Kpiscopal 

St.  Andraw't  Episcopal  Cllurch 
KMh it   I-auiar.   Downlown Sunday 

HAM  Holy coniiiiunioti.  OAM  .^    I I AM 
Morning Pmy«r, except Ktrst Sun>tay 
Holy Communion an»;licaui  Worship, 

Kvanicelica.1 tearhing.   l^J.'M Hi   I' 
Midweek  liible  atu.lirs 

www.st-andrew.com 8 1."   *.^J 3 111 
St.  Hani  Lutlisran   Church 

Lutheran 
ISOO V/. Freeway (SUMHUH and 1    un 
TradiUonal Servf> <- M OO.   IO SOani 

Contemporary  11  Otlan       Hil.l.-  MU.I\ 

9:30am. Wednes.l.-v   NiKhi   Fellowship 
w/ SI   llSial     fllf-nj in    (Questions,  Need 

ride? Contact   I.T.I   817H10 0352 
peter.coiih.-ri.' stplofv. org 

CaU 817-257-7426 to 
Advertise 

H Christian 
Itnitv  Churrh  of  Fort   Worth 

SOS]   Trail   I alti 
(.: l.i.., ^ south ot  I  2D)  [oin our 

ii   , ndaym, O BOAM 
and   1 1   OOun  Haurt   t i,-,.i-t.,- 

I  ii. ..in.II bssMfeaa 
Angel  of  Hope  Christian  '   hun Ii 
Spini "f 11 j   hungry      Institutionally 

■ II-.-    lnuei   nuavsion i hun l. tor 
yiiiuiK aaluita l>y \OWUK adults 

Wednesday  7 .In  PM 
Ang«l   ot   H..JK'   thiv-tiaii   Ct. 

Page Avemu' Hl7 Q20 77'.7 
www migfloflioiie org 

<  hristian Scientist 
Second Church  of Christ  Scientist 

• •-,!      1 '.IT   i,      it i V   .1.-1 

tliiii.li 41 *—-ftsj ;- h..ol HI .U) AM 
W«stas»sta| Bssstaenst) mraattnaj . 10 PW 
ArMulina R IT13  Wsl   I 

HI   ..'...- 

Methodist 
Wd Wall ' Ybul 

First  United  Methodist   tliuiih 
sima.iv   siii.i.i.T Ofterlnars   ■■  tOAM 

\V..i tahip.   I 1 AM Alpha 
■  i.. in 

9 SOPM Round   l.«i.i.- Wo 
■ ■■I ..t \ i    pi .j   111I..1 ii... 

Cnmi L«a si  IKI ■',  | |«   <^M 1  ,.,  ytaD 
v> am 1'.mi'tt.ii.if wui vin|. ..1 g 

Hapy I.. I 
Overiuii   I'aik  UMC   wi-U . un. s  yottl 
It .1.tin. HI.ii Wbrmbip   Bt4Sa 
ic SO ■■ in   ■ bays   Rda* Won in|> 

o (i< > p m   an •■< \ m -'   tbli d   -ui.t tittii 
^ini.l.n.     l.d.. aft a tn 

< I, (11 ..I 

is* 

Find out how you can help. 
Call   1 .800.899.0089 or visit 
www.volunteersofamerica.org. 

w Volunteers 
of America' 

There are no litnits to c:at-itif^. 

Excel Communications 
EARN EXTRA MONEY FOR 

• Student Loans 
1 New Car 
1 Wardrobe 
1 Travel 

• Financial Security 
• Financial Freedom 
• Tme Freedom 
• And More... 

Not a job • No work schedule • Part/Full time available 
No Selling • No Bosses • No Limits to Income 

FREE TRAINING 

CALL 817-355-4778 FOR MORI  IM OR\lA I ION 

mm 
NEED HELP? 
• Free pregnancy tests. 
• Results while you wait. 
• No appointment necessary. 

• Confidential. 

924-9110 
FORT WORTH      I 

J CRISIS PREGNANCY 
CENTER 

2 Bluebonnet Circle  • TCU Area 

Roommate Wanted 
2 Bedrooms / 

/]2Bath [\ 
Close to Campus 
Off South Hulen 

Call 817-370-2029 

TRAFFIC TICKETS 
defended in Fort Worth, 

Arlington, and elsewhere in 
Tarrant County only. 

Nn promises as to results. Fines and 
court costs are additional 

JAMES R.MALLORY 
Attorney at Lav. 

3024 Sundage Ave. 
Fort Worth, TX 76109-1793 

(817) 924-3236 
Not ixnitittl K the fcM Btiutl ot Irgjl Speinliution 

Skiff Advertising 
257-7426 

at Choice lot over 19 tear si 

SPRING BREAK 
CANCUN 
JACRPVLGO 
MMZMTUtM      ■"cycu.- 

gF"\ BRtCKlNMOr.k 
»  II     *ski  »*n BiavmcitnK 

W.      .-TIYl    HirSTBM M BMSIM 

WOMCHBM 
www.iilversltifleichcliil.can 

totfkwi/to 
CANCUN/ACAPULC0 

&4M 
;A,;^i"i ygsa 

1-800-235-TRIP 
w ww.stiidentlraveljmerica.com 

Mail Boxes Plus 
Down the sidewalk from Jon's Grille 

M-F 9 to 6 & Sat 10 to 2 l1^5 

3023 South University - 817 926-4969  0s 

Typing Applications. Term Papers, Packaging/Mail Service. 
Ciftwrapping, Mail Box Rentals 

$2 00 OFF 
Fedex 

Ground 
Shipping 

Discount 
on professionally 

written 
Resume 

Includes lifetime storage 

20%        | 
Discount  ! 

On Purchase i 
of Moving 

Boxes 
1 Coupon Per Customer Not     '   1     1 Coupon Per Customer Not     1   1    1 Coupon Per Customer Not 

Apphcatte w/ other oders   _ J   J_       App*cabt« w. other otters       J   ^      Arjpteabtajv; other ptter8_ _ 
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TheSidrline 
Frogs bring home three 
more conference honors 

Conference USA announced its 
players ol the year and head coach 
ut the year, with the Frog! taking 
three of the five honors 

Head coach Gary Patterson ivas 
named the league's coach of the 
year. 

Patterson is 15-9 after two sea- 
sons as TCI \ coach This season 
the Frogs went 4-2 including 
eight straight wins en route to 
at least a share of the C'-L'SA ti- 
tle and a berth in the AXA Lib- 
erty Bowl. 

Senior linebacker LaMarcus 
McDonald was named defensive 
player of the year. 

McDonald leads the league in 
tackles tor loss with 2K. and had 
113 tackles on the season, tilth in 
C-USA. He is second in the con- 
ference in sacks with 10. ,1111! has 
led TCU in tackles in It) of II 
games ilns season 

Running back t.onta Hobbs 
was announced as trcshman of the 
year. 

Since taking off his redshirt 
against Houston on Oct. 5, Hohhs 
has rushed for 952 yards and 12 
rushing touchdowns, both TCU 
freshman records. He ranks sixth 
in the C-USA in rushing despite 
not playing the first four games 

Fudge may be in last days 
as a Texas Ranger 

ARLINGTON  (APt Ivan 
Rodriguez, would part ways with 
the Texas Rangers on Saturday, 
unless a new contract is signed or 
the team offers salary arbitration 
for the 10-time All-stai catcher. 

There have been no substantive 
contract     talks    between     the 
Rangers and Rodriguez's agent, 
Jeff Moorad. 

The Rangers, who plan to cut 
their S107 million payroll, 
haven't indicated if they will of- 
lei salary arbitration. Rangers 
general manager John Hart didn't 
return telephone messages. 

Rodriguez made his major 
league debut with the Rangers at 
19 years old midway through the 
1991 season. In 1.479 games with 
Texas, he hit .303 with 215 
homers and H29 RBIs and also 
won 10 straight Gold Gloves 

II tree agents aren't ottered ar- 
bitration and don't sign by Satur- 
day, they can't re-sign with their 
former teams until May 1. 

Rodriguez made $9.6 million 
last season, when he missed 
nearly two months with a herni- 
ated disk in his back. He also 
missed the ends of the 2(H!0 and 
2(X)I seasons because of injuries. 

Arizona football player 
arrested for 87 lbs. of pot 

TUCSON, Ariz. (AP) - A 
University of Arizona football 
player has been arrested on felony 
drug trafficking charges after he 
was stopped in Illinois with 87 
pounds of marijuana. 

Junior tight end Justin Lev- 
asseur was pulled over for speed- 
ing Tuesday morning by a state 
trooper near Geneseo. about 140 
miles west of Chicago, police 
said. The trooper then found the 
marijuana and arrested Levasseur 
on drug possession and trafficking 
charges. 

A second man driving another 
vehicle also was arrested in the 
stop. Max Necochea. 22, of Mis- 
sion Viejo. Calif., faces drug and 
unlawful use of weapons charges. 
Police said the marijuana has a 
street value of about $ 150,(XM). 

Both men were in the Henry 
County Jail on Thursday. Bail was 
set at $300,000. 

If convicted of the felony drug 
charges, they could face up to 30 
years in prison and tines of up to 
$25,000. 

Levasseur, a 22-year-old from 
Antioch, Calif., led all Arizona 
tight ends with 11 catches for 143 
yards. He caught two touchdown 
passes in Arizona's 52-4Twin 
over California on Nov. 16, its 
only Pac-10 win of the year. 

Coach John faackovic said he 
was aware of the arrest and had 
spoken with Levasseur's parents. 
No decision has been made yet on 
his status with the team, Mack- 
ovic said in a statement. 

Lady Frogs play 'best game,' trounce SMU 
Cross-town rival Southern Methodist 
couldn't keep up with the Lady 
Frogs, who got up big and kept it 

there en route to a 20-point victory. 

K\ IHWY (,11.1.11 VVI 
Spof E.  

The Mustangs simply had no an- 
svu-i loi Sandora Irvin Tuesday. 

The sophomore forward set a ca- 
reer high with 27 points and added 
11 rebounds and live blocks as the 
Lad) FTOgS ran awa\ from Southern 
Methodist. 77-57. 

After his 100th game as coach at 
TCU. Jeff Mittie said this was the 
best game the Lady Frogs (3-3) have 
played this year. He called it a wel- 
come sight after the team's tough 60- 
5X loss to Wisconsin < ireen Bay just 
two days prior 

"We needed a game where we 
could really feel good about our per- 
formance." Mittie said. "It had been 
.1 long two days since Tuesday, and 
I don't know that we have not had a 
complete game where we could feel 
good about things. We played well 
in spurts, but this was a much more 
complete performance." 

Neither team could get much go- 

TCU 77,~SMU 57 
TCU (77) 
Irvin 10-19 7-8 27. Pack 2-2 4-4 9, 
Payne 2-2 2-2 8, Evans 2-2 0-0 5, 
Gantt 2-4 0-0 5, Ortega 2-6 00 5, 
Wynn 2 2 0-0 5, Newton 2-8 0-2 4, 
Baldwin 1-2 1-2 3, Browning 1-3 0-0 
3, 0-4 3-4 3. 
SMU (57) 
Cossey 6-15 9-10 23, Ramdhanny 4- 
112-2 11, Alexander 3-5 4-/  10, 
Walter 3-9 1-2 7, Davis 2-6 0-0 4, 
Roberts 1-2 0-2 2 

Rebounds — TCU 42, SMU 33 
Total Fouls - TCU 22, SMU 21 
Attendance —1,765 

TCU 35     42     77     77-f,nal 
SMU      .22     35     57     57-final 

ing in the early stages of the game, 
with a total of eight points scored by 
both squads in the first five minutes 
of the contest 

Yet while the Lady Frogs began to 
pick up their game, the Mustangs 
could not keep up. The Mustangs 
scored 25 points in the first half. 10 
of which came from the line. 

SMU head coach said Rhonda 
Rompola said her team was chang- 
ing its game, particularly because of 
the 6-foot-4 Irvin's interior presence. 

"I thought our post players backed 
down when they got a couple of 
shots blocked." Rompola said. "For 
some reason players when the get 
shots blocked — it changes their 
whole game." 

The second half saw the Lady 
frogs come out hot. The Lady Frogs 
quickly turned the 35-24 halliime 
lead into 45-27 and kept the double 
digit lead intact. 

The Mustangs made one last run, 
cutting the score to 58-48 with 6:45 
left. However, back-to-back threes 
bv senior guard Tricia Payne sealed 
SMU's fate. 

Playing 37 of the 40 minutes. 
Irvin went l()-of-19 from the field 
and found the consistent looks she 

lacked in previous games. 
"Coach talked about in practice 

getting me the ball, so I was ready 
to step up," Irvin said. "I was just fo- 
cused on getting it in and trying to 
get them in foul trouble, and it 
worked." 

Mittie said it was Irvin's best 
game at TCU. 

"We felt like we had an advantage 
inside and we fell we had not utilized 
it throughout this year," Mittie said. 
"It was nice to see us recognize that 
advantage and utilize it." 

Irvin outscored the Mustangs' 
low-post combination of junior Kim 
Walter and senior Kaci Alexander by 
10 points. 

Walter, who transferred from 
TCU during the 2000-01 season. 
came into the game as the Mus- 
tangs leading scorer (16.3). She 
had seven points on 3-of-9 shoot- 
ing Thursday. 

The Lady Frogs now have the 
weekend to prepare for its next 
game, when they take on No. 16 
Texas Tuesday at the Frank Erwin 
Center in Austin. 
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Top Frogs 
Sandora Irvin. F 
27 points 
11 rebounds 
Five blocks 
Irvin bested her career-high in points by five, which came in her first 
game at TCU. The Lady Frogs continued to feed her the ball, and she 
responded with aggressive attacks to the basket. She also continues to 
show improvement from last year's 63 percent free-throw percentage, 
going 7-for-B from the line. 
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Tricia Payne. G 
Eight points 
One rebound 
One assist 
In just eight minutes on the floor, Payne showed her explosive scoring 
capability, hitting back-to-back threes to end the Mustangs' final run. 
She was perfect from the floor, and appears to be gradually shaking off 
the rust that comes with not competing for almost two years. PAYNE 
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Sophomore forward Sandora Irvin and the Lady Frogs cruised Thursday night to a 77- 
57 victory over SMU at Dartiel-Meyer Coliseum. Irvin had a career-high 27 points, 
along with 1 1 rebounds and five blocks, 

Frogs face young, talented Bears Saturday 
The men's basketball team takes a 
trip down 1-35 for a Saturday show- 
down with 4-0 Baylor. 

fii DANNY GILLHAM 
>n|l-   I I : 

Playing their second-consecu- 
tive Big 12 opponent, the Frogs 
(2-2) head South Saturday for a 5 
p.m. Saturday matchup with for- 
mer Southwest Conference foe 
Baylor. 

The Frogs enter the game after a 
less than flattering shooting per- 
formance against Texas Tech on 
Tuesday. TCU shot 44 percent from 
the field, including l-of-17 on 
three-point attempts. 

Senior guard Junior Blounl said 
it's part of the game, and expects the 
Frogs to quickly bounce back. 

"We know that won't always 
happen." Blount said. "One-for- 
17 is pretty bad, but we know we 
can make a lot of those shots. We 
will knock those type of shots 
down." 

TCU faces a young, but talented 
Bear squad. Led by sophomores 
Lawrence Roberts. John Lucas and 
Kenny Taylor, Baylor is 4-0 in the 
early season. 

Head coach Neil Dougherty saw 
the Bears twice last season as an as- 
sistant at Kansas, and said they 
aren't cubs anymore. 

"They've come of age some," 
Dougherty said. "I don't expect 
them to have inexperience to deal 
with. 1 expect them to be very com- 
fortable. On top of comfortable, 
they are also talented." 

Last season the Frogs beat the 
Bears 92-81, but senior forward Ja- 
mal Brown said even then Baylor 
didn't play like their age. 

"Last year's team was physi- 
cal," Brown said. "They don't re- 
ally like to run, but they still get 
up and down the floor if they have 
to. They adjusted to our game last 
year, so we expect them to do the 
same thing." 

A factor playing into the Frogs 
scouting of Baylor is TCU assis- 
tant coach Kevin Lewis. Before 
coming to Fort Worth. Lewis spent 
the past three season as an assis- 
tant to Dave Bliss at Baylor. Lewis 
was involved in recruiting the ma- 
jority of the players that start for 
the Bears today. 

Dougherty said Lewis' knowl- 
edge of Baylor is a benefit, but 
could also bring a negative. 

"I also think that carries a target." 
Dougherty said. "I'm sure those 
kids will want to play well for and 
against Coach Lewis. They will 
have a little incentive to go a little 
harder and a little better." 
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Center Court 
SMI) at TCI 
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Radio: kTU 88.7 KM 
TV: none 
Records: TCI (2-3) SMI (M) 
Vliout tin' game: This is (he 15th meet- 
ing for lltt* \ai\\ Frogs anil Mustangs. 
SMI holds a commanding Mi )i lead in 
the series including the I cams' last 
meeting, an 87-7° Mustang victor) on 
March a, 2001. 
About HI: The Lady Frogs are in the 
midst of a two-game losing streak. The 
team will look to cut down on mistakes; 
TCI averages 20.8 turnovers a game. 
About SMI: The Mustangs return five 
starters from last season's 12-18 squad. 
The team finished second at the Flint 
Hills Resources Islander Classic last 
week. 
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Junior guard Nucleus Smith and the 2-2 Frogs face 4-0 Baylor at 5 p.m. Saturday in Waco. 

It's official: Franchione set to coach Texas A&M 
After weeks of speculation, former 
TCU head coach Dennis Franchione 
is leaving Alabama for the recently 
vacated Texas A&M position. 
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COLLEGE STATION — Dennis 
Franchione left Alabama after only 
two seasons to take over as the new 
coach at Texas A&M Thursday. 

Erie Nye, chairman of the Texas 
A&M board of regents, confirmed 
Franchione had agreed to a deal 
with the Aggies. 

Franchione leaves Alabama less 
than a year after the school was hit 
this year with harsh NCAA sanc- 
tions. He replaces R.C. Slocum, 

who was fired Monday after the 
Aggies' 50-20 loss to Texas closed 
out a 6-6 season. 

Texas A&M scheduled a news 
conference for 8:30 a.m. Friday to 
announce the hiring. 

The 51 -year-old Franchione and 
new Aggies athletic director Bill 
Byrne landed in a private jet at 
A&M on Thursday afternoon and 
strolled down a crimson carpet that 
had the Aggies' logo on it. 

Franchione — 25-11 at TCL' 
from 1998-2000 and 17-8 in two 
years at Alabama — had been non- 
committal on his plans in recent 
weeks. 

He dismissed reports in Texas 
newspapers that he would be the 
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Aggies' new coach and called one 
"idiotic." He said he had "never 
wavered" on his intentions to re- 
turn to Alabama next season bul 
never promised he would stay. 

Mike McKenzie, who edits 
Franchione's Web site, said Thurs- 
day that Franchione told him he 
planned to have the position 
coaches notify the Crimson Tide 
players and he wouldn't return to 
meet the team. 

The A&M board of regents has 
proposed a five-year contract for 
Franchione to take over the Ag- 
gies' football program, the Hous- 
ton Chronicle reported. The offer 
to Franchione was believed to be 
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worth $10 million to $11 million. 

Despite a 10-3 record this sea- 
son, Alabama isn't eligible for a 
bowl game because it is on NCAA 
probation due to recruiting viola- 
tions that took place before Fran- 
chione was hired. 

Franchione met for about three 
hours Wednesday with Alabama 
athletic director Mai Moore and 
members of'the Alabama board of 
trustees, then left without com- 
menting. 

Franchione's Alabama contract 
was through 2007 at $1.1 million 
per season plus incentives. He was 
offered an extension reportedly 
worth $15 million over 10 years. 

Fill: PHOTO 
Former TCU bead football coach Dennis 
Franchione bolted Alabama for the recently 
vacated coaching job at Texas MM. 


