


Students from years before 
may have walked on the same 

streets as students today, but 
diversity has created many new 

paths on campus since then. 

o or 

on ras 
By Nyshicka Jordan and Kelly Morris 

Th d . d 'f . f d to make a statement or change history. ey I n 1n en . 
But by simply walking onto campus, 

TCU's earliest black students did just that. 
! 
Revisiting 

"I don't think they (white people) understood the sacrifice that 

black folk made to be a part of integration," said Ronald Hurdle, 

the collapse 
of TCU's 

TCU's first black cheerleader. "It was new for them. It was a 

novelty-type thing. It was great to bring a black person home 

for the weekend. 

"That was right on the brink of all the things that were hap

pening in the country, and there were very liberal white 

people who enjoyed (bringing a black person home). I 

don't think that they understood the significance of that. 

color barrier 
through the 

eyes of those 
who lived it 40 

years ago. 
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·Ease Race Barriers, 
TCU Congress Ask1 

I don't know 
that many black 

people under-
stood the signifi

cance of the sacri
fice they were mak

ing to do that." Academic Restrictior 

Target of Resolutior 
For some, desegre

gation was easier than 
for others. But they 

took those first steps for 
the same reason: to get an 

education and enjoy col
lege like everybody else. 

By MARY MARTIN 

By an overwhelming majority-unani· 
three abstensions-Student Congress Tue, 
administration to open the TCU academ' 
groes. 

The sole test for admission, Congr, 
scholastic qualification. 

The resolution, which -asks the 
Trustees uto remove any racial res' 
requirements to any part of our ac, 
this be done by the end of this a, 
is to 1be forwarded to Chancellor 

The move, began ·by Student 
senich, brought the largest stud 
word spread faat integration , 
the night. 

Action came during a fa, 
ing which Secretary Nancy 
Coke on the minutes. 

Social B, 

The Brite Divinity School 
integrated in the 1950s, fol

lowed by the Harris School of 
Nursing, then called the Harris 

College of Nursing, in 1962. It 
took almost two more years 

before TCU was completely 
desegregated. After TCU 

' 
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Arkansas and Rice were the only 
segregated schools left from the old 

Southwest Conference. 
On Jan. 29, 1964, then-Chancellor 

M.E. Sadler decided that 91 years was 
long enough. According to Skiff 

archives, the Board of Trustees voted 
30-2 to end segregation. 
Sadler, who retired in 1965 and died a 

year and a half later, said in a February 
1964 Skiff article: 

f 

f 
I 
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"I am convinced that all members 
of this board share a common view 
in one respect - that in the sight of 
God and the law of our land, all 
men, all races share equal rights." 

Former chancellor James 
Moudy, who was then acting as 
executive vice chancellor, said the 
subject of desegregation was on 
the minds of many administrators 
since the late 1950s. 

"Every year, there would be 
more and more people who were 
surprised TCU was not desegre
gated," Moudy said. 

In a June 1963 letter, Moudy 
wrote TCU had 

something no other candidate had 
addressed: TCU's desegregation. 

"A lot of people knew that's 
where I stood," said Wassenich, 
who . served as president from 
1963 to when he graduated in 
spring 1964. "Coming out of the 
way things were in the 1950s, stu
dent government was a pretty 
shallow organization that was just 
organizing parties. A number of us 
thought it should really represent 
student opinion and should have a 
role in governing the university." 

After the Supreme Court passed 
its verdict in 1954 on Brown vs. 

already been 
admitting for
eign students 
"some of whom 
are as dark in 
skin color as 
many Negroes." 

, , ... in the sight of 
God ... all men, all 

races share equal rights. ,, 

M.E. Sadler 
The road to equality 

Desegregation may have been 
on the minds of TCU's administra
tors, but Mark Wassenich helped 
make sure it became a reality. 

When Wassenich ran for student 
body president in fall of 1963, he 
wasn't just looking for the popular 
vote. Like his hero Martin Luther 
King Jr., he wanted to make a dif
ference. Wassenich was a serious 
candidate who wanted to tackle 

Board of Education, saying segre
gation in public schools was 
unconstitutional, public universi
ties started steadily integrating in 
the late 1950s. 

Wassenich said it was then that 
TCU and other private universi
ties started feeling the heat. 

"The public schools got ahead of 
the private schools in integrating," 
Wassenich said. "Increasingly, 
progressive people related to the 

private schools. (Many people 
thought,) 'Wait a minute. We 
shouldn't be dragging our heels on 
this. We should be leading."' 

According to Skiff archives, in 
spring 1963, students expressed 
interest in integrating, and 90 per
cent of the faculty expressed 
desire to integrate. Wassenich said 
starting in 1962, some radical 
groups on campus were willing to 
do almost anything to get desegre
gation passed, even if it took torch 
light parades and boycotts. Other 
major groups wanted desegrega
tion done in a quick and reason
able manner, he said. 

"They wereb't willing to burn 
down Sadler Hall to get it," he said. 

In 1962, Wassenich said he and 
the Student Congress tried to invite 
Martin Luther King Jr. to speak on 
campus. Wassenich said the admin
istration and Fort Worth communi
ty leaders felt if King spoke on 
campus, it could easily lead to riots 
in the TCU community. 

"Had we had a riot, it probably 
would have set back school inte
gration by several years," 
Wassenich said. 

Wassenich did help bring !Ralph 
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,Bunche, the first highly visible 
black leader on campus to TCU. 
The United Nations undersecre
tary and Nobel Prize winner spoke 
to about 1,000 people in the 
Student Center ballroom May 6, 
1962, according to Skiff archives. 

"It felt extremely good," 
Wassenich said. "He spoke about 
the need for blacks to have equali
ty in America, yet he wasrf t a fire
brand that would stir up the anti-s." 

In December 1963, a month 
before the Board of Trustees 
voted to eliminate segregation, 
the Student Congress passed a 
resolution, 26-0, for the adminis
tration to remove admission 
requirement barriers by the end of 
the academic year. Wassenich 
said the Board was originally 
scheduled to vote on desegrega
tion Nov. 21 and 22, 1963. He 
said the meetings were canceled. 
because of President John F. 
Kennedy's assassination. 

Wassenich said the resolution 
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was unanimous except for three 
abstentions. The Student Congress 
meeting brought the largest stu
dent crowd of the 
year, according to 
Skiff archives. 

Moudy, who 
became chancellor 
in July 1965, didn't 
attend the Jan. 29 
Board meeting but 
was instructed by 
Sadler to write the 
statement he would 
read to the Board 
about desegregation. 

"I was glad to 
write it because it 
was the way I felt," 
he said. "I thought it 
was natural. I 
thought it was Christian. I thought 
it was time. It helped address a 
historic wrong." 

Moudy said Sadler knew some 
trustees would be disappointed but 
that TCU's time to act was now. 

"He didn't want desegrega
tion to linger to the next chan
cellor," he said. "He didn't 
want to be the last chancel
lor of segregation." 

Moudy would not dis
close the names of the 
two trustees who voted 

not return to the meetings afteJ r 
the vote and that their gifts t() 
TCU came to an end or wer( e 

much reduced. 
"There were no hard feeling ;; 

personally," Moudy said. "It wa ;; 
principle. They thought they ha, i 
been reared this way. Their par -
ents wouldn't expect them to vot, ~ 
this way." 

Wassenich said Sadler calle, i 
him after the historic Board of 
Trustees meeting. 

"He told me (TCU) only los t 
$5 million in pledged endow -
ment (because of the vote), ' 
Wassenich said. "He I was afrai, i 

against desegregation he could lose three to four time;; 
but said they did that amount." 
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' , Inf egrofion Now 

Sadler wasn't too concerned though. 
"He said, 'Once people settle down, I'll get that 

money back," Wassenich said. 

Some small steps 
According to Skiff archives, enrollment 

for blacks in 1964 was around six. Thirty
six black students attended in fall 1968 

' 
and in 1969, TCU saw 34 blacks in its 
_freshman class. 

Moudy said when TCU finally did 
admit black students to all areas of the 
institution, there was little revolt in 
favor of it or against it. 

"I do not recall anything that shocked 
me or demanded instant action or gave 
me any threats or TCU any threats," 
he said. "We were late in doing it. It 
was past time." 

The administration may not 
have seen problems, but that 
didn't mean they doesn't 
occur. According to a Dec. 5, 
2003 Fort Worth Star
Telegram article, Southern 
Methodist University wide 
receiver Jerry LeVias, the 
first black scholarship 
athlete m the old 
Southwest Conference , 
had death threats made 

By Nyshicka Jordan 

Chancellor Victor Boschini 
said TCU has a long way to go, 

but that the commitment is there. 
"I would give us an 'N for 

efforts and intentions and a 'C plus' 
for actual reality on campus," 

Boschini said. ·"I see diversity on 
campus in a variety of ways. 

However, we still need a lot more 
before I can be satisfied." 

Cornell Thomas, special assistant to 
the chancellor for diversity, said the uni
ersity has to fight the stereotype that 
CU is a white elitist institution. 
)Students of color have traditionally not 

TCU as an option," Thomas said. "The 
ption that TCU is not open to those stu
exists because partnerships (with the 

unity) weren't developed." 
· as said 
onld never 

o promote 
nt creating 

would help. 
and 

· Affairs 

ority stu
hi h . g 

h minority 
siderTCU. 

can sue-

TCLJ Race Statistics 
Fall.2003 

American Indian ... 5% 

Asian .... ..... 2.0% 

Black.... . ....... 5.5% 

Hispanic... .. ..... 6.1 % 

White ............... 76.7% 

Unknown ........... 4.5% 

Nonresident.. ..... 4.7% 

Scholars provides a support network 
I . 

ons addresses minority issues is by 
rs that may create an obstacle to higher 

· panic community. The department 
Spanish so that parents are more 
n. 
Esquivel said it is important to have 

)s for minorities who are first-genera-

hold that is a different culture from the 
'.'(Some Hispanic parents) can't help 
of language barriers and culture." 
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agai.:n.s,t him when he played 
• against TCU at Amon Carter 

Stadium on Nov. 26,1966. 
Several attempts to reach Le Vias 
by phone were unsuccessful. 

In 1969, Hurdle became the uni
versity's first black cheerleaqer: He 
said becoming a cheerleader gave 
him an opportunity to be more 
involved in mainstream college life. 

"It was a big enough change for 
us (black students) to be ·on cam
pus, let alone to be out front 
regarding some of the things that 
were really visible like being a 
cheerleader at football games," 
Hurdle said. 

ple who they either trusted 
or were in position of 
authority who didn't agree 
with them. It was one of 
those things where you 
try to do what you 
can without offending 
other people." 

Moudy said many peo
ple feared interracial dat
ing and marriage. 

"For Christian reasons, 
it should have been soon
er," Moudy said. "For 
practical reasons, it was 
not done sooner. The rea
son we were late in doing 

Hurdle said the night he it was because we were a 
returned to his dorm room after little fearful in what the 
celebrating his election to the 
squad, his white roommate told 
him harassers had been calling 
their room for hours. When 
Hurdle answered one of the calls, 
he said the unidentified caller 
asked to speak to "the nigger" 
and threatened to beat him up, 
although the caller never showed 

up. Hurdle said the administra
tors' hearts were in the right 
place, but they didn't handle the 
integration process as well as he 
wished they could have. 

"I think the majority of the 
administration was supportive of 
integration," he said. "They had to 
deal with the reality of some peo-
18 \ Image 

parents would think, what 
trustees would think and what 
donors would think." 

Hurdle said Moudy once 
addressed the cheerleading 
squad and informed the cheer
leaders that some alumni were 
uncomfortable with the interac
tion between Hurdle and the 
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female cheerleaders. 
"It became obvious to me that 

they didn't want these contact 
cheers done because now they 
had a black male in the midst of 
a bunch of white students," 
Hurdle said. 

The only time Hurdle said he 
was afraid while cheering was 

during an away game at Tex .s 
A&M University, in which Agg e 
fans harassed him. 

Allene Jones, the first bla< k 
undergraduate and black profess, 1r 
from the Harris College of Nursin ;, 
was 29-years-old when she came o 
TCU. It was the third integrat( d 
college she had attended. 

"I think the sheer fact that I w: s 
an adult and married made it eas -
er for me than if I was a young, ,r 
student," she said. 

Jones said her interactior s 
with the white pro{essors ar d 
white students were fairly plea: -
ant. She said she especial] y 
remembered a religion profess< ,r 
who didn't want her to be mi: -
treated, so he made her sit in 
front of the classroom. 

"All the other schools I attended 
were predon;iinantly white," st e 
said. "I had never attended an a ll 
black school in college, so it wai ,
n't anything new for me." 

In 1970, TCU saw another firs .. 
Jennifer Giddings Brooks had 

only expected to be second rm -
ner-up in the Homecomin. g 

- Photo courtesy '71 Homed.Frog 

queen elect1ons. It would have been 
good enough for her, but her classmates 

didn't think so. 
"The students were making a statement," 

Brooks said. 
She was elected the first black 

· Homecoming queen at TCU and in the 
Southwest Conference. 
Brooks said she knew she had finished at 

least third because pictures of the nominees were on a bulletin board in the 
Student Center, and hers was one of the last three. 

Brooks was announced as Homecoming queen at a bonfire. She said many 
had the perception that TCU was so conservative that students wouldn't 
have picked a black Homecoming queen. 

Brooks said she remembers some surprised looks on alumni's 
faces when she was announced as queen, although they were not 
looks of disapproval. 

"One person said, 'How did you win this election?'," Brooks 
said. "I think it was surprising that everybody had voted for me, 
even the white students." 

After returning to a TCU parade three years ago, she said 
black students she met at the parade were shocked to hear she 
had accomplished such a feat when TCU and other south
ern schools had the reputation of being so conservative. 

Brooks said active participation on campus helped 
her get nominated. She was vice president of her 
residence hall, involved in student government 
and a member of Mortar Board. 

,, For Christian reasons, 
it should have been 

Brooks said becoming involved wasn't an act 
of assimilation. She said it is in her personal
ity to be involved, and it is important 
minorities feel it is okay to be in positions 
where they can make decisions. 

"One of the things I always say to 
young people is that you have to be 
out there and be involved," Brooks 
said. "Some of that has to do with 
sticking your hand out and say-
ing I want to do this ." 

done sooner. 

- M.E. Sadler '' 
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