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Image is published twice a 
semester. The editors of the 
publication welcome submission of 
articles , letters , short stories, poetry 
and photographs from TCU students , 
faculty or administrators. 

The Image is set at Eubanks' 
Typesetting. The magazine is 
reproduced at Evans Press, Fort 
Worth, on 60 pound glossy enamel 
paper. The insert is 20 pound Car
nival Kraft paper. 
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• In this issue • • • 

The arrival of fraternities and 
sororities on campus in '54 was 
marked by bitter controversy, and 
debate. See page 29. 

Also: 

Marijuana use at TCU could be a lot 
more prevalent than most people 
suspect. ·see page 13. 

4 Image After Dark columnist Jim Paulsen has some 
suggestions for improving the Daily Skiff. 

6 "Star Trek" creator and producer Gene Roddenberry 
talks about science fiction, society and the future of 
mankind. 

18 Eastern Europe is no place to take a vacation. Denise 
Heap shares her experiences behind the Iron Curtain in 
her short story, "Alps, Bridges and Checkpoints." 

26 Pete Larson will be leaving for England this summer as 
TCU's first Rhodes Scholar. 

33 Thirty-two organizations are featured in this section 
devoted to group pictures. 

58 Why is SWC basketball so bad? Image writer Frank 
Houx takes a look at some of the proble'ms facing the 
conference. 

61 The Harris School of Nursing is growing, but the em
phasis is still on quality. 

65 The 1976 Who's Who winners are featured in this photo 
essay. 

77 TCU has a silent movie star on campus. He tells his 
story in Image's faculty profile. 

82 Columnist Chris Beckelhymer takes a look at Susan 
Brownmiller's controversial book: "Men, Women and 
Rape." 

In addition: Cartoons. PP. 2, 17, 25, 60, 81; Calendar of 
Events, p. 9; Letters to the Editor, p. 80. 

' '\ .;:--:--::::.;"'7 ,"~~ ~,:..,..-~.~ 

Fire safety is a big problem in many 
buildings around campus. Image 
staffer Cindy Rugeley investigates 
the situation. See page 84. 
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Image 

After 

Dork 

Jim Paulsen 

There are three organizations at 
TCU that almost everyone agrees are 
sadly in need of constructive 
criticism; the administration, student 
government and the campus 
newspaper. 

As a member of student govern
ment, I have discovered that all it 
needs to be effective is three or four 
more people just like me. The ad
ministration is a different matter, but 
then again, you don't mess around 
with those people. Any chancellor 
who can put a whole dorm on 
disciplinary probation won't have any 
trouble eliminating one Image 
columnist. A snap of his fingers, a 
quick call to the Computer Center, 
and I end up with $3561.75 in unpaid 
library fines. No. sir! Give me an 
opponent that can't fight back-the 
Skiff. 

A lot of people have grumbled 

What's a Daily Skiff? Sounds like 
postal service to a lighthouse. 

about the poor quality and lackluster 
appearance of the campus 
newspaper. Some even write letters, 
which the editors print upside-down 
or answer with two-page editorials. 
This is not the answer! The Skiff has 
tremendous potential, if only it had 
the courage to use it. 

First, it has the wrong name. 
What's a Daily Skiff? Sounds like 
postal service to a lighthouse, not a 
vigorous hub of campus activity. Get 
rid of the name and give it something 
really classy, like the "Texas Christian 

Science Monitor." Or maybe follow 
the trend of newspaper mergers and 
give it a history: "The Post-Herald
Tribune-Times-Dispatch." Or if you 
think it would be fun to see the Board 
of Trustees call a special meeting, try 

With only a small change in editorial 
policy, however, the Skiff could in
stantaneously transform itself into a 
dynamic pacesetter. 

"The Red Banner" or "The ln
ternationa I Workers' Voice." Better 
yet, the paper could switch titles 
every week or so, and never have to 
pay a newsprint bill. 

Related to this is its old motto: 
"Rowing, not drifting." No class. Any 
number of alternatives would do: 
"Death to the Tyrants"; "$50 Tuition 
or Fight!"; "If It Isn't News, We'll 
Print it Anyway." Minor changes, 
certainly, but ones that could change 
the whole tone of the paper. 

But the problem does go deeper 
than just these surface faults. The 
Skiff is in an embarrassingly difficult 
position, trying to put out a daily 
newspaper on a campus where real 
news rarely happens more than once 
a month. This is compounded by the 
fact that whenever something im
portant happens, the Star-Telegram 
will always have the story first. 

With only a sma!I change in 
editorial policy, however, the Skiff 
could instantaneously transform 
itself into a dynamic pacesetter, every 
copy eagerly snatched up by anxious 
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students, with Star-Telegram 
reporters begging for crumbs of 
news. All they would have to do is to 
stop printing just the truth. 

A conscious policy of distortion
now that would be different! Look at 
what it did for William Randolph 
Hearst. A distortion here, a twisted 
fact there, and presto!-the Spanish
American War and skyrocketing 
circulation. It could work for the Skiff, 
too. Of course, it has to be something 
believable. But there are any number 
of plausible stories available on 
campus. Imagine the interest that 
would be created by headlines like 
"Cafeteria Manager Slays Seven in 
Mass Murder Spree," "HEW Decides 
Against TCU: University to Shut 
Down Thursday," "Moudy Named in 
Divorce Su it," "Security Patrol 
Shoots Three in Parking Ticket 
Dispute," or "Tuition Increase Pays 
Chancellor's Gambling Debts." 

Admittedly, this policy would cause 
some small legal complications like 

A conscious policy of distortion-now 
that would be different. 

libel suits by the Chancellor. No 
problem, really. Print a retraction on 
page three ( nobody ever reads page 
three), and then run an editorial on 
freedom of the press. And the Skiff 
would have student opinion on its 
side. 

A more innovative news policy of 
this sort would also open the Skiff to 

wider participation. Not only the 
newswriting but the creative writing 
classes could become a mainstay of 
reporter recruitment. In addition, the 
staff could be spared the time and 
trouble of running all over campus 
trying to cover stories. 

The Skiff should also cater more to 
the real needs of the students. Who 

Surely there are many students out 
there who approve of the Skiff. 

wants to know about a new seminar 
series or a visiting molecular 
biologist? Who wants to read a three
part series on campus litter? Nobody, 
that's who. What the students really 
need is "Doonesbury" and TV 
listings. Give me a Pizza Inn coupon 
over political commentary any day. 

Finally, there is the area of 
editorial policy. Letters to the editors 
have to go. Why let campus 
malcontents have free space to at
tack anyone or anything they want, 
especially when it's usually the Skiff? 
Surely there are many students out 
there who approve of the Skiff. The 
problem is just that satisfied 
customers don't write letters. An easy 
and equitable solution comes im
mediately to mind: The Skiff should 
write its own letters of approval, 
signed by names picked randomly 
from Frog Calls. Nobody will ever 
know the difference. As for the 
grumblers-well, they can start their 
own newspaper if they feel like it. 

I hope that the Skiff staffers· won't 
content themselves with just these 
changes. The mind boggles at the 
myriad of additional possibilities for 
improvement: A Washington 
correspondent and a Paris bureau, 
centerfolds, crossword puzzles, 
advice columns and daily cafeteria 
edibility ratings ( like smog warnings 
in some big-city newspapers). The list 
is endless, it's all up to the Skiff. Will 
they seize this opportunity to pull 
themselves out of the slime of 
mediocrity, the pit of apathy? Only 
time will tell. Awaken, Skiff, for a 
brave new world awaits you! 

s 



Roddenberry on Klingons and Communists 

We're Really All Alike 

Science fiction offers the writer an 
unparalleled opportunity to comment 
on contempora.ry society. That, in the 
opinion of "Star Trek" creator and 
producer Gene Roddenberry, is its 
biggest selling point. 

Roddenberry spoke at TCU in 
November under the sponsorship of 
Forums Committee. Later, in an 
exclusive Image interview, he 
elaborated on his involvement with 
the series, and his feelings about 
science fiction. 

By Darryl Pendleton and Lee Middleton 

He explained that science fiction 
allows the author to be innovative in 
his treatment of the subject. much 
more so than traditional literary 
forms. 

"Obviously the science fiction 
writer has a much broader canvas. He 
can invent a new place, or a new 
device to make the point he wants to 
get across. For instance on 'Star Trek' 
I would say to my writers, 'What really 
bothers you? What would you really 
like to write about?' He might say he 

is interested in kids and how they 
interrelate. Well great. We could then 
have a planet where nobody grows 
up, and all the adults are gone. We 
could then investigate what the kids 
wo·uld do," he explained. 

"I think they (science fiction 
writers) are interested in basically 
the same themes all writers are in
terested in. But the difference bet
ween science fiction writers and 
other writers is that science fiction is 
a more adaptive vehicle for making 
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"When we learn more we are really 
going to be something." 

comments about mankind and 
society." Roddenberry said. 

One of the themes Roddenberry 
dealt most directly with was the 
Vietnam War. He was very much 
opposed to the United States' in
volvement in Indochina, and this, he 
said, was reflected in several "Star 
Trek" segments. 

"Our first comment against the 
Vietnam War was in the prime 
directive of the Enterprise, and that 
was basically that we have no right to 
interfere with the development of 
other people. That was a theme 
throughout the series. 

"We also did a segment called "A 
Private Little World" in which 
Captain Kirk and the Enterprise crew 
were involved in trying to protect one 
tribe from another. The Klingons 
were giving weapons to one side so 
the Enterprise gave weapons to the 
other side. The Klingons gave more 
weapons and the Enterprise 
responded giving more to their side. 
Kirk finally realized that all it was 
going to do was destroy the whole 
race and that they would have to pull 
out. And that's exactly what hap
pened to us in Vietnam. It ended 
almost the same way," Roddenberry 
explained. 

In another episode, Kirk and the 
crew of the Enterprise are 
threatened by a seemingly hostile 
alien creature. In the end, it turns out 
that the creature was, in fact, a 
mother trying to protect its young. 

"What we were trying to say here 
is that Communists are not monsters, 
the Russians aren't monsters. Life on 
this planet has been shot through 
with this-people telling other people 

The Star Ship Enterprise was 
designed to accommodate over 400 
crew members. 

Roddenberry is currently producing a feature length movie for Paramount 
Studios. 

that Jews are monsters, whites 
telling each other that blacks are 
monsters. It is beyond me how such 
foolishness can exist. 

"I have reached the conclusion 
that we are not a mature people, that 
we are simply growing up. You either 
have to accept this premise, that 
racially we are children, or you have 
to believe that we are incredibly evil." 
Roddenberry said. 

Despite this, Roddenberry is 
optimistic about mankind's future. "I 
think napalming each other is 
horrible, but if you take the long view 
of things what you really see is a 
healthfully aggressive race. When we 
learn more we are really going to be 
something," he added. 

In addition to producing "Star 
Trek," Roddenberry also wrote eight 
complete scripts, and during the first 
year of the series, rewrote almost all 
of the segments. 

"One of the great difficulties we 
had was that nobody had done 
anything like 'Star Trek' before. It's 

hard to say to a writer 'this is what 
Mr. Spock is like.' There is no 
guarantee he would get him right. If 
you're doing a cowboy show you can 
easily say to a writer, 'This character 

One of the themes Roddenberry dealt 
most directly with was the Vietnam 
War. 

is a western marshal I' and they know 
exactly what you mean. 

"But when you say you have a 
Vulcan who is a science officer on the 
bridge of this space ship, there's 
nowhere to go for information. I had 
to guarantee that the people and the 
ship would be like I envisioned," he 
pointed out. "The writers might write 
a good script, but I would always have 
to take it and polish it up. I kept that 
up until we had been on the air long 
enough for the writers to become 

7 



"What we are trying to say here is 
that communists aren't monsters, the 
Russians aren't monsters." 

familiar with it," he explained. 
What influence has "Star Trek" 

had on the American public? Rod
denberry said he hoped it made 
people better aware of the vast 
potential inherent in space travel. "I 
think we will have an effect on space 
funding because the generation that 
is growing up with 'Star Trek' is 
bound to take an entirely different 
view of the future," Roddenberry 
said. 

Generally he is optimistic about 
future developments in space, 

-------------- although present spending for 
research and development has been 
severely cut back. "There are a lot of 
phony arguments going around 
nowadays about space travel. If you 
were to ask me the question 'Where, 
would you rather put the money, in 
space travel or ecology?' I would say, 
both. Any nation that can afford to 
spend $3 billion a year on cosmetics 
can afford to do both," Roddenberry 
argued. 

8 

"I think if 'Star Trek' had stayed on 
the air another year or two we would 
have had a definite effect on space 
funding," he added. 

Roddenberry said despite popular 
belief, "Star Trek" was actually 
cancelled because of low ratings. He 
pointed out, however, that the ratings 
were in large part a result of NBC's 
decision to run the program on a 
Friday night of its final year. "This 
really hurt us. Most of our audience 
was students. They couldn't be ex-

"I think if 'Star Trek' had stayed on 
the air another year or two we would 
have had a definite effect on space 
funding." 

pected to stay in Friday nights to 
watch 'Star Trek.' 

He expressed disappointment in 
the overall quality of network 
programming, and the commercial 
nature of the three networks. He said 
he would like to see more competition 
in the television industry, particularly 
from public television. 

One possible answer to mediocre 

programming could lie in subscriber 
television ( pay TV), in which the 
viewer, and not the sponsor pays for 
programming. "At present television 
exists solely for the advertiser, and 
programming is thrown in as 

"I have reached the conclusion that 
we are not a mature people, that we 
are simply growing up.'' 

something to get people to look at the 
commercials." Because of this, he 
explained, television is kept at the 
lowest common denominator in an 
attempt to reach the largest segment 
of the population, with no con
sideration of quality. 

Roddenberry, as a past member of 
the Board of Governors of the 
Television Academy of Arts and 
Sciences, was a leading advocate for 
better programming. He is currently a 
director of the Writer's Guild 
Foundation. 

Roddenberry is not only a science 
fiction writer. He has also written 
scripts for "Have Gun Will Travel," 
"The Kaiser Aluminum Hour," 
"Naked City" and "The Goodyear 
Theater." 

Since "Star Trek" he has produced 
several "made for TV movies," in· 
eluding "Genesis II," "Planet Earth" 
and the "The Questor Tapes." 

At present, he is working on a 120 
minute theatrical version of "Star 
Trek" for Paramount Studios. It is 
scheduled for release late this year. 
However, the movie has run into 
several problems, most important of 
which is the studio's reluctance to let 
Roddenberry have a free hand in the 
production of the movie. Rod· 
denberrv said Paramount has on 
several , occasions tried to make 
alterations in the casting and plot 
Roddenberry hopes to have the 
original cast, despite Paramount's 
wishes. 
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CALENDAR 

Special Events 
MARCH 
5--Registration for Spring Mini-Term 
5--Fridays at TCU 
8-12-Pick Up Financial Aid Renewal Applications 
8-Classes Begin, Spring Mini-Term 

12-Spring Recess Begins, 10:00 p.m. 
13-Residence Halls Close, 10:00 p.m. 
17-CLEP Subject Exam 
21-Residence Halls Open, 6:00 p.m. 
22-Classes Resume, 8:00 a.m. 
22-Begin Accepting Reservations for Current 

Residence Halls 
26-Fridays at TCU 
29-Deadline for Student's Reservations for Current 

Residence Hall 
30-Begin Accepting Residence Hall Reservations 

APRIL 
2-Last Day Students May Withdraw from a Class 

Without Consent of Instructor and Dean · 
5-9-Honors Week 
8-Honors · Convocation 
8-Honors Open Forum 
8-Honors Program Banquet 
9-Deadline for Student Hall Reservations 
9-Fridays at TCU 

10-Law School Admission Test 
13-CLEP General Exam 
14-CLEP Subject Exam 
16-Good Friday Holiday-Offices Closed 
18-Easter 

MARCH 
11-Hamlet 

Select Series 
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Sports 
MARCH 

2-Tennis: Mary Hardin-Baylor (Here) 
4-Tennis: Abilene Christian (Here) 
5-Baseball: Rice (There) 
6--Baseball: Rice (There-DH) 
6--Tennis: Texas (Here) 
8-Tennis: Central Texas (There) 

I2-Tennis: Abilene Christian (There) 
I2-Baseball: Texas (Here) 
I3-Baseball: Texas (Here-DH) 
I3-Tennis: Hardin-Simmons (There) 
15-Baseball: Emporia State College (Here-DH) 
I6--Baseball: Central Michigan (Here-DH) 
I7-Baseball: Central Michigan (Here-DH) 
18-20-Tennis: Rice Intercollegiate Invitational 

Tournament (There) 
I9-Baseball: Texas A&M (There) 
20-Baseball: Texas A&M (There-DH) 
22-Baseball: Kent State (Here-DH) 
24-Baseball: Kent State (Here-DH) 
24-Tennis: Texas Southern (Here) 
26--Tennis: Baylor (Here) 
26--Baseball: Houston (Here) 
27-Baseball: Houston (Here-DH) 
27-Tennis: Oklahoma (Here) 
30-Tennis: Michigan State (Here) 

APRIL 
2-Baseball: Arkansas (Here) 
2-Tennis: Rice (There) , 
3-Tennis: Texas A&M (There) 
3-Baseball: Arkansas (Here-DH) 
8-Baseball: Texas Rangers (Arlington) 
8-Tennis: SMU (There) 
9-Baseball: Texas Tech (Here) 

IO-Baseball: Texas Tech (Here-DH) 
IO-Tennis: Houston (Here) 
14-Tennis: Arkansas (There) 
I6--Baseball: SMU (There) 
I7-Baseball: SMU (There-DH) 
17-Tennis: Texas Tech (Here) 
21-24-Tennis: Southwest Conference Tournament 

(SMU) 
23-Baseball: Pan American (Here-DH) 
24-Baseball: Pan American (Here-DH) 
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Community Events 

MARCH 
1-10-Exhibition of Valuable Manuscripts and 

Documents Dealing with Early American Music. 
Loaned by Broadcast Music Inc. Burnett Library 

8-TCU A Capella Choir, Caro Carapetyan, Conductor. 
Ed Landreth Auditorium, 8: 15 p.m. 

9-University Band Concert, James Jacobsen, Con
ductor. Ed Landreth Auditorium, 8: 15 p.m. 

24--American Composers Concert, Sponsored by Phi 
Mu Alpha. Ed Landreth Auditorium, 8: 15 p.m. 

Forums 
MARCH 
3-James Bostain, Foreign Service Representative, U. 

S. State Department, Student Center, Room 2056, 
8:00 p.m. 

6-William Kuntsler, Attorney, Student Center 
Ballroom, 8:00 p.m. 

21-Senator Wiliiam Proxmire, (Wisconsin), Chairman, 
Senate Banking Committee, Student Center 
Ballroom, 8:00 p.m. 

29-Raymond McNally, Boston Professor, "In Search of 
Dracula," Slide-Film Presentation, Student Center 
Ballroom, 8:00 p.m. 

Music 
MARCH 
4-6-Fine Arts Guild Production· 
5-Fort Worth Opera-"La Perichole" 8:00 p.m. 
7-Fort Worth Opera-"La Perichole" 2:30 p.m .. 

14--Fort Worth Symphony 
16-Fort Worth Symphony 
27-Fort Worth Symphony 

APRIL 
9-Fort Worth Opera-"Aida" 8:00 p.m. 

11-Fort Worth Opera-"Aida" 2:30 p.m. 
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. Films 
MARCH 
6-"Three Musketeers" 

26-"Parallax View" 

APRIL 
3--"Everthing You Always Wanted to Know About Sex 

But Were Afraid to Ask" 
9--"lf" 

16-"Papillon" 
17"7""""Magical Mystery Tour" (Midnight Special) 
23--"Bless the Beasts and Children" , 
25-"The Last Laugh" and "The General" 
30--"Touch of Evil" 

Plays 

APRIL 
20-25-"Marat/Sade," University Theatre 

Bicentennial Lectures 

All lectures will be held in the Sid W. Richardson 
Building, Lecture Hall 1 at 7:30 p.m. 

MARCH 
4-"Our Spanish Heritage: Religious Contributions," 

Dr. John H. Hammond 
18-"Contributions of Spain to the Independence of the 

USA," Dr. Anthony Rivares 

APRIL 
1-"Our French Heritage," Ernest Allen 

15-"Contributions of French 18th Century 
Philosophers to American Thought," Dr. Walton 
Rothrock 
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Marijuana, TCU and the 70's 

The Times, They Are a Changin' 

Walk down a hallway in most any 
college dormitory and you'll probably 
smell the sweet, pungent odor of 
burning marijuana. 

Go to a party near a university and 
you're just as likely to see a group 
casually passing a joint. 

Marijuana on the nation's cam
puses. It's out of the closet. It's 

One factor contributing to the in
creased usage could be the mounting 
evidence that marijuana is not as 
harmful as was once believed. 

"respectable." 
It's no longer confined to just the 

campus freaks. Jocks and Greeks 
nave discovered it; "straights" are 
turning on as well. 
· Nationally, the trend has been 
towards greater and a more open use 
of marijuana. At many universities it 
is now an accepted and integral part 
of campus life. 

The change in the national attitude 
has been nothing short of 
phenomenal. During the early sixties 
marijuana was looked upon with 
considerable disdain by middle class 
America. It was criminal, and more 
importantly, dangerous. Its use was 
usually associated with Blacks and 
Mexican Americans, jazz musicians 
and artists. 

But the Vietnam War and the 
subsequent spirit of protest that 
swept the nation's campuses 
changed all that. Marijuana began to 
find wider acceptance among the 

By lee Middleton 

college-aged. 
The first group to embrace it was 

the counter culture-the hippies. But 
its use soon became even more 
widespread. A 1967 "Look" magazine 
feature on marijuana and drugs 
noted that one was just as likely to 
find a John Bircher lighting up as a 
hippie. 

As marijuana gained greater 
popularity among the nation's young 
and began moving into middle class 
white suburbia, its use also in
creased. In 1971, the National 
Commission on Marijuana and Drug 
Abuse reported that 24 million 
Americans had tried it, and that eight 
million were regular users. 

Opinion Research Corporation's 
1974 study for the Drug Abuse 
Council showed that the figures had 
increased substantially. According to 
the survey, 29 million had tried 
marijuana and eight million were 
regular users. 

As use increased so did arrests. In 
1965, 18,000 people were picked up 
for possession, while 1975 arrests 
are estimated at close to a half 
million. 

One factor contributing to the 
increased usage could be mounting 
evidence that marijuana is not as 
harmful as was once believed. In his 
most recent annual report to 
congress, the National Institute on 
Drug Abuse's Director, Dr. Robert 
DuPont, stated that marijuana ap
pears to be less dangerous than 
either alcohol or tobacco. Although he 
said none of the drugs are totally 
"safe," marijuana lacks the lethal 

qualities of cigarettes and liquor. 
But what about use at TCU? How 

does the University compare to other 
schools? No official surveys have 
been conducted, but in the opinion of 
Dean of Students Elizabeth Proffer 
the University probably reflects the 
national trends. 

"If TCU students are like other 
people of this age, I would guess the 
majority of them have at least tried it. 
But how many of them use it with any 
regularity I can't really say. We really 
don't have the statistics to answer 
the question," Proffer explained. 

"I have some problems with the 
drug studies I have seen because I 
think there's a great deal of dif
ference between a student who has 
tried marijuana once and the regular 
every day or every week user. 

"Many of our statistics indicate 
that seventy or eighty percent of the 
students ( nationally) have tried it 
once. But that may not indicate 
regular use," she explained. 

"On a whole I really don't see 

"Frankly, our biggest problem is the 
prescription drug problem, drugs 
that students take legitimately." 

drugs as a problem here. Now that is 
not to say that we don't have some 
people who use them and deal in 
them. But it's not the kind of thing 
where if I could hire an extra staff 
member I would hire one to deal with 
drugs. There are a lot of things more 
pressing," Proffer said. 
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"Frankly, our biggest problem is 
the prescription drug problem, drugs 
that students take legitimately. 
Everybody's got their sleeping tablets 
and they share them. Everybody's got 
their uppers if you need them to stay 
awake for an exam," Proffer said. 

Since students who use marijuana 
on campus are pretty careful about it, 
her office deals with only a few cases 
a semester. 

University policy prescribes that 
all drug related cases come directly to 
the Dean of Students Office. None are 
handled at the hall level. 

All cases are treated individually, 
Proffer said. "Sometimes students 
use bad judgment, or they don't think, 
and we would generally want to give 
them a second chance, so we put 

them on probation," Proffer ex
plained. 

But if a student "really knew what 
he was doing," that is dealing for a 

"We have tried to indicate through 
the admissions office that this is 
something that is going to get you 
into trouble." 

profit, the consequences would be 
more severe. 

"We recently handled two cases. 
We've counseled both of them and 
we're putting each on a year's 
probation. What we would hope is 
that we have done enough counseling 
so they would not repeat the 

Dean of Students Elizabeth Proffer sees alcohol and prescription drugs 
as a potentially bigger problem. 
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offense. They know if they do, the next 
thing we would do is consider 
suspension." 

She emphasized "consider" since 
suspension is not an automatic result 
of being caught a second time. 

Whenever there is a drug bust at 
the University it almost always in
volves Campus Police. "Unless it is 
hard drugs, or unless we are pretty 
sure that sizeable quantities are 
involved, it would not involve Fort 
Worth Police. The two students we 
are dealing with will not be reported 
to the police. And the police would 
just as soon handle it this way as well. 
They simply don't have the personnel 
to go after the small violators," 
Proffer said. 

"People who really want to make a 
practice of using drugs are going to 
move off campus," Proffer said, "or 
they will go to a school where there 
isn't going to be a hassle. They might 
move into an apartment. 

"We have tried to indicate through 
the Admissions Office that this is 
something that is going to get you 
into trouble," Proffer pointed out. 

Proffer sees alcohol as a poten
tially bigger drug abuse problem at 
TCU since it is more readily available. 

"People who really want to make a 
practice of using drugs are going to 
move off campus." 

But whether it's alcohol or 
marijuana, the basic motivation is still 
the same in Proffer's opinion. 

"It's a release. Students get a 
charge out of it. It's an escape from 
reality. The reasons are very similar," 
she said. 

Many of the reasons used to justify 
use of marijuana are fallacious, in 
Proffer's opinion. 

"There are all sorts of conflicting 
reports, and, depending on what you 
read, marijuana is really hard on you, 
or it isn't harmful at all. 

"Personally, I think it is fairly 
risky," she warned. 

Many argue that marijuana is no 
worse than alcohol. But Proffer 
termed this argument a "poor one." 
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"Alcohol itself does an awful lot of 
damage when you look at the number 
of automobile accidents that are 
directly attributable to alcohol, and 
when you see the effect it has on 
young people, with kids as young as 
ten and twelve becoming alcoholics. 
To say that marijuana is no worse 
than alcohol does not say a whole lot 
for it. 

Image talked to several TCU 
students about their attitudes 
towards marijuana. One student was 
an infrequent user, who smoked on 
only very rare occasions. Another 
student was an abstainer, although 
she had many friends that smoked. A 
third student was a regular user. 

The names have been changed to 
protect the privacy of those in
terviewed. 

"Getting it at TCU is no problem. I 
can name several dealers in my dorm 
alone. 

Steve came to TCU two years ago 
from a small West Texas town. "I had 
never smoked grass until I came to 
TCU. I suppose it's because I had 
never been offered any. I had always 
been looked upon as really straight 
and pretty conservative. 

"My roommate smoked regularly, 
and I didn't see any reason why I 
shouldn't either. In fact, practically 
everyone I knew in the dorm has at 
least tried marijuana once or twice. A 
lot of people use it quite regularly. 
You can go down a hall and smell it 
most any time of the day," Steve said. 

For Steve, every weekend meant 
chipping in five or six dollars and 
buying a lid. His roommate made the 
purchase from a dealer in East Fort 
Worth, although it was readily 
available on campus. 

"Getting it at TCU is no problem. I 
can name several dealers in my dorm 
alone," Steve pointed out. 

His rommate later moved out and 
Steve's usage tapered off. "I smoked 
a lot less- when he moved out. I 
could've bought it myself but I didn't 

want to buy directly from a dealer." 
This year he has smoked only once. 
Availability at TCU is about 

average, when compared to similar 
schools, Steve said. However, usage 
here is a "lot less" than at UT Austin 
and North Texas State. 

Still, Steve remarked that he was 
amazed when he first came to TCU by 
the number of "straight types" that 
smoked-students he termed as 
"closet heads." 

Why did he start? Steve pointed to 
peer pressure as a principal factor. 
"All my friends were smoking it so I 
saw no reason not to, so I went ahead 
and did it. 

"At first it didn't do a thing for 
me," Steve recollected. "Even the 
second time not a whole lot hap
pened. But the third time was dif
ferent. I really got off on it." 

Although he describes himself as a 
political conservative, Steve said he 
favors decriminalization of marijuana. 
He is opposed to complete 
legalization, however. "That," he said 
half jokingly, "would take all the fun 
out of it." 

Still, like many students, Steve 
worries about the legal implications 
of being arrested. This, he said, has 
discouraged him from buying directly 
from a dealer. "The laws have been 
liberalized I know, but still I don't 
think it's worth it. 

"The chances of getting caught are 
pretty rare for simple possession. It's 
hard to prove. But buying is a dif
ferent case." Steve explained that 
whenever a person makes a contact 
with a dealer there's always the 
chance of police surveill_ance. "I know 
it sounds really paranoid, but you 
never know who may be a narc. It 
bugs me. Especially when you don't 
know the person." 

Steve's fears are well grounded. 
Until 1973 Texas was known as a bad 
place to smoke marijuana. The laws 
were strict, the judges un
compromising. In 1973, 800 people 
were behind bars in Texas serving an 
average sentence of nine and a half 
years for possession. 

Texas reflects a growing trend of 
states towards liberalized marijuana 
laws. Since 1960 every state in the 

union has lowered the penalties for 
marijuana possession. Oregon has 
gone the farthest by completely 
decriminalizing marijuana possession 
in October of 1973. 

The possession of a small amount 
of marijuana is now just a civil 
violation, much like a parking ticket. 
No criminal record is ever made. 

Sally could be classified as a 
"straight." She doesn't drink and she 
has never tried marijuana. 

Her initial encounter with 
marijuana came in her first month at 
TCU. "I was at a party and a few 
people just started smoking. I was 
kind of embarrassed, but I didn't 
leave. 

"My friends are really great about 
not forcing their opinions on me. And 
I don't try to force my beliefs on them. 
So I feel hardly any peer pressure to 
try marijuana. They know I don't 
smoke and they respect my opinion," 
she said. 

"Personally I've never wanted to 
try it. I don't need it. I get a high from 
just living. Nothing else is needed to 
make me happy," she said. 

"I really don't know why other 
people use it. I suppose it could be an 
escape, a way to get away. When I talk 
to friends that's the impression I 
get." Sally explained. 

As for the legal question 
surrounding marijuana, Sally prefers 
decriminalization over legalization. 

"I still have reservations about 
marijuana. I worry about its safety. I 
don't think the short range effects 

Until 1973 Texas was known as a bad 
place to smoke marijuana. The laws 
were strict, the judges un
compromising. 

are that bad, but what happens when 
these people are sixty?" Sally said 
she was particularly concerned about 
the possible genetic impact 
marijuana could have. (To date no 
studies have shown conclusively that 
marijuana causes genetic defects.) 

Sally also expressed a fear that 
legalization would make the drug 
more available to younger children. 
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As an education major, she student 
teaches in elementary and junior high 
schools around the area. "I see it 
there all the time, even as low as fifth 
and sixth grades. Things have really 
changed since I was in grade school. 
Someone smoking anything at that 
age would have been unheard of. Now 

"At $70 a credit hour, it would be bad 
business to crack down on use." 

it's so common," she said. 
Marijuana prevalency at TCU also 

unnerved her at first. "I was really 
surprised when I first came to TCU. 
Knowing the school's rather con
servative image, I didn't expect to 
find a whole lot of students involved 
with it. But now that I look at it, I 
suppose TCU is about average," she 
said. 

Dave could be described as a 
heavy user. He smokes once a day, 
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sometimes more, depending upon his 
class schedule and time available. 
Another factor is the quality of the 
marijuana. "Columbian is about the 
best," but it takes a lot of the "local 
stuff to really get off. '' 

It's pretty expensive, he explained. 
A lid usually runs from "$8 to $15, but 
usually around $10." The quality of 
marijuana varies greatly, as does 
supply. "For an inexperienced person 
it's really easy for them to get ripped 
off. They might buy a lid with a bunch 
of stems in it. It happens a lot." 

Dave started smoking when he 
was in high school. "I did a really 
extensive research paper in high 
school into drugs of all kinds. I looked 
at alcohol, the hard stuff and pot. 
Compared to alcohol, pot seemed to 
have fewer problems. 

"Besides, pot doesn't give you 
a bad hangover, and it's more con
venient," he added. By more con
venient, Dave explained that it's 
easier to smoke one or two joints 
than drink five or six martinis. "The 
effect is still the same!' 

His parents learned of his use 
while he was still in high school. 
"They really didn't mind me smoking, 
but they worried about me getting 
caught," he said. 

He describes the administration's 
attitude towards it as a "realistic 
one." "They know a lot of kids use it 
and there's not a whole lot they ca~ 
do about it. At $70 a credit hour it 
would be bad business to crack down 
on use," he explained. " I think 
probably 70 to 75 percent of the 
people have at least tried it." 

Although legal penalties have been 

"I see it there all the time, even as low 
as fifth and sixth grades." 

reduced significantly in recent years. 
Dave said he still worries about 
getting busted. "It's still kind of a 
hassle to smoke. You worry a lot." 
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Alps, Bridges and Checkpoints 

Shivering from the cold of an 
Alpine summer, I impatiently waited 
for Johnny to tie the last suitcase to 
the top of our beat-up VW van before 
I climbed in to take my place. 
Everything had gone wrong since 6 
a.m. to delay the start of the long
awaited camping vacation behind the 
Iron Curtain. Pictures for visas, the 

Even with planning, the unreality of 
the trip we were undertaking did not 
wear off for quite a while. 

buying of canned goods and fruits to 
take along: all had taken hours in
stead of minutes, and our intended 
early morning leave-taking rapidly 
became a mid-afternoon departure. 
We were almost ready. Sleeping gear 
had been stowed in our collapsible 
trailer, food and personal accessories 
under the seats, and everything else 
secured in orderly confusion to the 
top. 

A voice disturbed my reverie. 
"Johnny, I think it's all here. Anything 
we possibly could have forgotten 
can't be important!" It was easy to 
tell that Greg was anxious to leave. 
John's parents had been watching 
the spectacle from the warmth of 
their front porch, but the cold had 
almost succeeded in numbing us as 
we sat in the van, so we hurriedly told 
them "Auf Wiederschauen." As we 
drove away, we watched their white 
handkerchiefs fluttering the same 
until they suddenly disappeared from 
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A Short Story by Denise Heap 

view as the road curved behind a 
mountain. 

We were a motley crew to be 
together for such a vacation. John, 
who lived in a tiny Bavarian town, 
attended the American Army 
University in Munich. Though he 
carried an American passport, his 
thinking and attitudes marked him as 
a German. Greg talked with an accent 
that was undeniably Minnesotan. His 
post-college tour of Europe had 
temporarily come to a halt at John's 
house, so he welcomed the op
portunity to travel with a group for a 
change. The others-four of us in
cluding myself-were all female. 
Lydienne, our Georgian, laughed 
easily, but most easily at her own 
foibles. She could speak German 
fluently and just enough French to be 
conversational. Mary was the quiet 
Northern type. I believe she most 
enjoyed watching the rest of us be 
absolute idiots by occasion! Midge 
was the loud Northern type. Although 
she was the youngest of the six of us, 
she fit the stereotype of a middle
aged housewife better than anyone 
I've known. And me? I'm a countrified 
city girl from Katy, Texas. To me, a hill 
is anything that stands taller than a 
tree, and a mountain is something 
bigger than a hill. I am also plagued 
with a well-known malady called foot
in-mouth. 

Before beginning such a trip, we 
had done a certain amount of plan
ning. John and Greg had studied the 
maps and knew the proposed route, 
so they would alternate driving. We in 
turn took total charge of the food and 
other miscellaneous jobs that needed 

doing. This small bit of organization 
paid off during the week to come, 
even though from time to time we 
teased the guys about their rotten 
driving, to which they invariably 
replied: "And you called that sup
per?" 

Even with planning, the unreality 
of the trip we were undertaking did 
not wear off for quite awhile. We had 
been to a couple of Mad Ludwig's 
castles, and the first three hours to 
the border of Austria we talked of 
jobs that would be waiting for us 
when we returned to Germany. Mary, 
Lydienne and I were working for 
John's parents in a camp near the 
Army base. So much camp planning 
was yet needed that until we were 
past Chiemsee and on to the Austrian 
line, the small talk revolved around 
handcrafts, songs and devotionals. 
Once the passports were stamped at 
the Austrian border and we were well 
on our way to Yugoslavia, the 
question of what waited for us behind 
the Iron Curtain became of supreme 
importance. We were half-way to 
reality. 

The guards considered such action 
harrassment, he told us, and they . 
aren't all that nice. 

We did find time to admire the 
Alps. They soon were bathed in the 
setting sun. For once, Mary was not 
the only one silent. I broke the 
silence, the sacred hush, to say as 
Johanna Spyri had years before: 
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"You'd think they'd just burn 
away . . . " After that, stillness. 

With the setting of the sun the cold 
became intense. Fortunately, Midge 
remembered that a few sleeping bags 
were not in the trailer but rather 
under the seats. Bundling up in our 
makeshift buffalo rugs brought back 
the circulation and the conversation. 
John had been to the Eastern 
countries before. Listening to our 
speculations seemed to make him 
grin, as though he knew something 

Once to the police station, Greg and 
Johnny were escorted by their armed 
guards to the building proper. 

we didn't. We did know that Ru mania 
was the furthest we would go and 
that it is supposedly more Wester
nized than most of the Bloc countries. 
I had read in the European Times 
magazine that politics and living for 
al l the Soviet Satellite countries were 
practically on an even level with 
Western powers, that the people are 
free to live as they choose, and in 
short, that the old tales of police state 
terrorism and a low standard of living 
were at the worst, things of the past, 
but more likely, the figment of some 
journalist's imagination. Midge had 
not heard any of this, so lively 
discussions concerning ideas of 
things awaiting us ensued and kept 
us well occupied. Even American 
politics appeared almost interesting 
in our state. Anything went as long as 
it served to keep us awake. Soon, 
though, the hours of dimly lit villages 
floating past us in the mountain air 
took their toll, and a drowsy silence 
once more prevailed. 

Hours later, the sound of broken 
English woke us from our comfortable 
dreams, and we heard the 
Yugoslavian border guards calling 
roll. "Mary Kay Ross? Good, I see you. 
John Walter Parker? So you have 
been to our country before. And 
which of you is Midge Hawkins? Yes, 
yes. Gregory Gibbons? Two gen
tlemen, four ladies. Not bad. Diane 

Marie Forrester and Lydienne 
Snow?" I raised my hand to make the 
identification easier. Yet he con
tinued to look. "And just where is 
Miss Snow?" he demanded. It 
seemed a silly question until we 
realized that she had taken ad
vantage of the stop to burrow deeper 
into her blanket, so that she was all 
but invisible to someone peering in 
through a window. Once back on the 
road, Johnny asked us to be sure we 
were entirely visible at all border 
checks from then on. The guards 
considered such action harassment, 
he told us, "and they aren't all that 
nice!" Reality checkpoint number 
one. Nothing could surprise us from 
this point on. We thought. 

I guess it was about 2 a.m. when we 
finally stopped for some sleep. Midge 
and I talked for a few minutes until 
warnings from Lydienne convinced us 
of the wisdom of a good night's rest. 
Morning wasted no time in arriving; 
with it came a short breakfast and an 
early start. Johnny had decided that 
the best route to Rumania was the 
southern one, which meant a great 
deal of driving in Yugoslavia. The 
roads there far surpassed those to be 
found in Rumania, and besides, the 
southern route followed the Danube, 
with all its fascination and legend. 
There was much chatter and game
playing during this part of the trip, as 
the countryside varies little. The 
Danube was still half a day away, and 
there was not much thrilling in town 
after town of poverty, except for an 
occasional Pepsi-Cola sign. It was the 
only thing we had seen that reminded 
us of home. The spanking new 
apartment centers of the larger cities 
were not bad, just disappointing in 
view of things expected ... . 

Around noon, we left the main 
highway for a secondary road that led 
to the Danube highway. Actually, the 
secondary road was little more than a 
long driveway and a narrow one at 
that. Along hairpin turns and brick
laid stretches we bounced and jolted 
until we began to doubt John's sanity 
in choosing this route! To this day I 
hate to think what might have 
happened had we met another 

-~-~-~ ... --... , 

automobile heading toward us. But 
we rattled along in this manner for 
many miles, finally growing ac
customed to the constant joltings. 
Quite unexpectedly, we were sud
denly approaching a bridge that was 
unlike any we had ever seen or likely 
will see again. Our narrow two-laned 
road was transformed into a one-lane 
bridge with a railroad track square 
down the middle. To add to the 
already quaint setting, the horse
drawn cart coming towards us 
carried an elderly peasant couple and 
a load of hay. Greg yelled, "Johnny, 
stop! Stop! I have to get a picture of 
this. No one back home will ever 
believe me otherwise!" He snapped 
the picture as the cart passed the 
van then we were once more un
der~ay. At the end of the bridge 
stood a solitary bridgekeeper, a sight 
also unusual to us, and we waved as 
we went by him. About one mile down 
the road, we came to a larger town. 
Market day was in full swing, and 
Midge set up an instant plea to try 
our luck at buying the vegetables for 
a salad. While Johnny was putting up 

Once more we were surprised. Every 
piece of luggage was opened, and the 
trailer disassembled for inspection. 

a brilliant resistance to her 
irresistible logic, a police siren 
shocked us all out of complacency. 
Gregg, who was driving checked the 
speedometer. No, forty kilometers 
per hour isn't illegal anywhere. He 
pulled over anyway, fully expecting 
the official little blue VW with the 
Mickey Mouse ears to go zooming by 
in chase of a real criminal. 

Much to our surprise, we were 
entering reality checkpoint number 
two. The friendly bridgekeeper had 
reported a strange, i.e., foreign, 
vehicle as having occupants who 
photographed aforementioned 
bridge. For some unexplained reason, 
the police did not like such 
photography, and so confiscated 
Greg's passport and camera and 
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motioned for us to follow. Starting our 
car again and following the little blue 
Bug, we were acutely aware that 
there was another blue VW behind 
us, making our's a parade of 
dangerous criminals through the 
main streets of the town. Lydienne 
giggled. "Wait 'til I write home about 
this. Mom will absolutely faint!" Her 
nervous giggle was immediately 
suppressed by a serious and 
frightening glare from John. 

Once to the police station, Greg 
and Johnny were escorted by their 
armed guard to the building proper. 

And soon the story of our comedy of 
errors unfolded. 

John's last words were, "Keep the 
doors locked!" What a useless 
command! We weren't about to open 
them. 

About fifteen minutes later, Greg 
and John with yet more officials came 
back to the van to get our passports. 
After poking around in our canned 
ravioli and milk, the officials took 
Greg and John inside the building 
one last time. I guess it was about 
now that Mary spoke. "Do you guys 
remember what Uncle Jack (John's 
dad) prayed right before we left
that he hoped all our experiences 
would be useful to give us a better 
understanding not only of the world 
we were about to see but also of our 
own country? I think I know what he 
meant." We knew the need for prayer 
as we never had before. The nearest 
American Consulate was over three 
hours away. It was frightening to be 
alone in a strange land. 

As we four waited, we quickly grew 
weary of watching farmers and 
merchants haggling over prices in the 
market. Even Midge lost all desire to 
bargain for food. Then we knew a 
sense of relief as we saw Greg and 
John come out of the building, 
smiling! Words jumbled over 
themselves, tight'.'lg to get out and 
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form questions. "John, can we 
just ... I mean, is it all right if ... oh, do 
you think that we ... what on earth 
happened in there? Tell us 
everything!!" And soon the story of 
the comedy of errors unfolded. The 
bridgekeeper was concerned at our 
interest in his bridge (the 
significance of which still baffles us) 
and reported us. The police, upon 
learning that we were foreigners, 
jumped to the hasty and erroneous 
conclusion that we were American 
spies of the lowest degree, and were 
determined to prove it. Johnny said 
that the turning point in the case 
came when the officials saw us four 
girls. According to him, our un
sophistication saved the day. His 
joking lessened the tension, and we 
were once more on the road, perhaps 
a bit wiser and older, and minus only 
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one roll of film. By now, some 
Yugoslavian police official has un
doubtedly shown his pictures of the 
Austrian Alps and four crazy 
American women to anyone who will 
look! 

The time flew, and before we had 
quite come out of shock, it was three 
in the afternoon. We had reached the 
Danube but were more in need of a 
hot meal than of driving time. In the 
shadow of an antiquated fortress, we 
stopped to eat our first hot lunch of 
the trip. We located the Coleman 
stove and devised a wind-break so 
that the stove would work. Midge dug 
out a precious can of Chef Boy-Ar· 
Dee Ravioli, some milk and Nestle's 
Quik, and pans suitable for cooking. 
After thirty minutes of trying to light 
the stove, John discovered a leak that 
had rendered it useless. At this point, 
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Greg's Boy Scouting abilities helped 
tremendously. In no time, a fire 
blazed at the foot of the hill, and 
dinner was served. We welcomed the 
simple meal gratefully. The fire 
proved to be an asset, too, because 
the winds and twenty degree misting 
had not stopped since Germany. We 
waved at every passing ship and 
barge, whether Soviet or Polish, 
Yugoslavian or Bulgarian. As we ate 
and grew warm, it became easier to 
laugh at the events of the midday, 
and we went our way, greatly 

The money not spent must be given 
back to the government. Considering 
that gasoline and lodging cost an 
average of $3 a day, the government 
makes a huge profit. 

refreshed. 
Yugoslavia is a large country, and 

on the map its size is deceptive. Maps 
tend to portray the country as a 
smaller place, perhaps because it is 
so narrow. But we were driving it 

. lengthwise, in fact, to the southern 
tip, and before we reached the top, 
we almost gave up hope of ever 
seeing Rumania. When we paused for 
a short nap around three a.m. the 
next morning (after driving 26 of the 
36 previous hours), we knew that 
Ru mania was yet five hours away. The 
morning brought with it the grandeur 
of the mountains over the Danube, 
and with such grandeur, a certain 
amount of hope. We oohed and aahed 
our way to the border: a single bridge 
over the river. On the Yugoslavian 
side, we expected a token inspection, 
much like the one we received on 
entering the country. Once more we 
were surprised. Every piece of 
luggage was opened, and the trailer 
disassembled for inspection. 
Lydienne tried to start a conversation 
with a younger guard, who could 
speak French. She had partial suc
cess, because he became fairly 
friendly with all four mademoiselles. 
Yet in spite of his friendliness, he 
insisted that we all stay outside the 
van and away from it, and he would 

not allow us to enter the lobby of the 
border station to get out of the bitter 
cold. He knew his job-severe as it 
was-and performed it well. 

I doubt I will ever forget entering 
reality checkpoint number three. A 
John Denver tape of poor quality was 
the only bit of American music that 
we had along, but we had it playing as 
we crossed the bridge. As we pulled 
into the Rumanian inspection station, 
I distinctly remember that "Gram
ma's Feather Bed" was the foot
stompin' classic on. While waiting our 
turn, we noticed the guards begin to 
click their fingers and move a little. 
Judging from the few reactions we 
witnessed, J.D. would be a smash hit 
in Rumania! His enchantment did not 
last long. Suitcases once more were 
searched, and the trailer had to be 
put up one more time. While they 
were searching, we were led to a 
souvenir shop of sorts, and informed 
that for every day spent in Rumania, 
each of us would have to change $10 
into Rumanian currency, which could 
not be changed back to dollars at the 
end of the trip. The money not spent 
must be given back to the govern
ment. Considering that gasoline and 
lodging cost an average of $3 per day 
per person, the government makes a 
huge profit. The exchange gimmick is 
that there are plenty of souvenir 
shops to be found in the area, no 
matter where one is. Such flagrant 
capitalism I hadn't expected. 

Late that evening, we arrived at 
the campgrounds that were to be our 
headquarters for five days. Once we 

Twice while washing up, men came in 
to try to pick up an American date. 

were in camp, the days for me grew 
blurred, with cameos highlighting my 
memories of them. 

I doubt any of us will ever forget 
those campgrounds. Our van and 
trailer occupied the ,most remote 
corner in the place, which probably 
was the only part of the grounds that 
ever saw the sun. Everywhere else, 

trees stretched a leafy awning over 
mud a foot thick, and mosquitoes 
buzzed around the standing puddles 
on the blacktopped road that wound 
in snakelike fashion through the 

Even the small luxuries which we 
tend to take for granted were 
missing. 

camping area. Evidently, the 
mosquitoes had not yet heard that it 
was still below freezing. Yet despite 
the cold, mud and lack of sun, the 
campground was picturesque. After 
all, we had roughed it before in the 
national forests back home, so were 
undaunted at the inconveniences. 
And undaunted we stayed, until our 
first trip to the washroom. Gone were 
the amenities of hot running water, 
shower nozzles and toilet paper, with 
no substitutions other than ice cold 
running water and a hole high up in 
the wall. Even the small luxuries 
which we tend to take for granted 
were missing. Most noticeably, there 
was no privacy. Twice while washing 
up, men came in to try to pick up an 
American date, leaving Midge and I at 
a loss as to how to handle a delicate 
matter. Fortunately tor us, the 
girlfriends of our "friends" rescued 
us-or rather, their boyfriends from 
the entanglement of an American 
affair. 

Usually, summers bring a great 
deal of business to establishments 
like the campground, especially in 
Yugoslavia and Rumania-places 
known for sunny skies and warm 
climates. The extraordinarily bad 
weather provided us with the op
portunity of meeting the grounds 
manager and establishing a friendly 
relationship with him, which would 
have been impossible had the ground 
been swarming with people. Other 
than our "friends," the place was 
nearly empty. The manager, a curly
haired youth who wanted to be a 
dentist, livened up a few hours with 
his frank admiration of U.S. traditions 
and his hilarious attempts at 
speaking English. Much to Midge's 
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delight, he also let us borrow his cat! 
Even the joys of cat motherhood 

could not keep Midge's mind off of 
her salad for supper; therefore, when 
Johnny suggested that we pay a visit 
to the market in town our first day 
there, she could hardly contain her 
excitement. Of course, it rained the 
day we went, and the temperature 
was still below freezing, but we 
managed to have a good time in spite 
of it all. Lydienne hovered around 
every book store in the square, 
spending much of her $10 day on 
German books about Rumanian 
history. Mary inspected some of the 
Rumanian weavings, such as blankets 
arid rugs, and finally gave in and 
bought a fine wool blanket. Midge 
proceeded to the vegetable stalls, 
and performed like a real 
professional as she bargained her 
way to a well-balanced supper. She 
found carrots for 25 bani (two cents) 
apiece, and tomatoes for 50 bani per 
half kilo (1 lb.). Lettuce sold for one 
Leu ( eight cents) a head, and 
cucumbers were likewise inexpensive 
by American standards. Greg and I 
followed them all at a distance, 
picking up a piece of pottery here, a 
loaf of bread and some cheese at yet 
another place. We knew we were 
going visiting that evening and so we 

picked up a bouquet of flowers for 
two Leu. 

Along with the trip to the market, 
that visit-only the first of many
stands out as major turning point in 
our discovery of that "other world," 
which for too long had been disguised 
by other people's words and other 
people's attitudes. The visits to the 
families in this area were perhaps the 
most enjoyable part of the trip. 

He explained that the Rumanian 
government had passed a ruling that 
churches are free to meet as long as 
they meet only on Sunday mornings 
at a specified time. 

Communication posed no problem, as 
German is the only language spoken 
in that area. So it was later that 
afternoon, we climbed back in the van 
and drove to the house of Family A 

( Unfortunately, because of recent 
events, I am not free to name the 
families as I would like to, but must 
use the designation "Family A" for 
the first family visited, etc. ). 

Family A had a daughter my age 
who had recently completed her 

training as a kindergarten teacher. 
Her older sister was teaching already, 
and her brother was serving his stint 
in the Army. Their home was com
fortable, even having a beat-up 
Baldwin piano. Their hospitality 
overwhelmed us. They served us two 
meals that day, both of which were 
scrumptious-from the first bite of 
goat's milk cheese to the last. Helga, 
the daughter my age, invited us to a 
church meeting that evening. It was 
especially for the Youth Mandolin 
Choir. Who could refuse? 

In less than an hour, we found 
ourselves sitting in a large upstairs 
room, observing and being observed 
by more than twenty young people 
our age, armed with a guitar-like 
instrument strange to our Wester
nized eyes. And was it ever a choir! 
Soprano, alto, tenor, bass: nothing 
was missing. Forty-five minutes later, 
when practice was finished, we found 
ourselves the center of attention. 
"Sing for us in English. You have 
songs that are much better than 
ours." (After hearing their songs, we 
were inclined to disagree). And so it 
was, accompanied by an unsteady 
pump organ, that we unexpectedly 
gave an impromptu concert our first 
night in Rumania. 

Later we asked John why the black 
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curtains had been drawn through the 
entire meeting. He explained that the 
Rumanian government had passed a 
ruling that churches are free to meet 
as long as they only meet on Sunday 
mornings at a specified time. Any 
other meetings are treated as a 
felony offense, and the participants if 

Forty-five minutes later, when 
practice was finished, we found 
ourselves the center of attention. 

apprehended can be in serious 
trouble. Reality checkpoint number 
four. 

Our second day was also largely 
spent in visiting. Two families were on 
our list. Family B seemed fairly large 
to our "age of the pill" eyes. Mrs. B. 
told us that their thirteen children 
were not all they had had. Two had 
died while young. Mr. B. held a high 
government position, one which 
appeared endangered by another 
new law passed only a few weeks 
before our arrival. Beginning with top 
officials and working down to com
mon laborers, a pledge of allegiance 
to one's country, to prescribe the very 
manner in which one's children could 
be raised. Like its East German 
predecessor, which claims the right 
to declare parents unfit if they violate 
any of the prescribed educational and 
political ideals, religious training was 
one of the many things considered 
taboo by the Rumanian government. 
Not only did this document affect 
people like Mr. B., but also others like 
our friend Helga. We could not help 
but wonder what we would do were 
we in her position. We left before 
finding out Mr. B's decision, which 
certainly would not be an easy one. (A 
friend of his family, who had held a 
well-paying postal job, had already 
been demoted to a beginning position 
at less than half her original salary, 
because she refused to sign the 
paper.) We quickly moved through 
checkpoint number five. 

Family C became very close friends 

during our several short visits. Of 
their seven children, two were about 
our a_ge; the others ranged from age 
six to twenty-five. Sunday evening, we 
went with them to a special meeting 
which also was secret. No one 
arrived at the same time, and 
departures were likewise not 
simultaneous. People had walked 
from miles around just to be there for 
the meeting. Again there was much 
singing, some by us. Mr. C. had 
prepared us for the fact that we 
would be expected to sing at least two 
songs, and so the Rumanian Revival 
Hour Choir was ready. The pump 
organ once more proved to be a 
reliable instrument, so much so that 
we jokingly talked of exporting one. 

We left that service after about 
four hours of singing anq sharing in a 
real sense with fifty young people our 
age. We discovered that not one of 
them is in any great way different 
from us. The girls chattered about 
"how good-looking Reinhardt is" and 
"how cute Anke's dress was." Talk of 

The tent lock had been cut and 
everything ransacked. 

school and teachers was a common 
subject, too. On both sides there 
existed a curiosity about the other 
side's country. "Do you really have 
cowboys in Texas? ... Are there ac
tually so many people in New York 
City? ... Do you like Gerald Ford? Our 
papers say he's a klutz . . . . Is 
everybody in America rich? ... " From 
our side came questions too. We 
wanted to know if they had a desire to 
go to the West and leave Ru mania. To 
our surprise, even with conflicts we 
knew they faced, the answer was No. 
Rumania was their home. Any place 
else, they would be visitors. In a way, I 
guess that was reality checkpoint 
number six. 

We were to leave the next day, so 
as the meeting ended, we did not take 
long. We went back to the camp
grounds for last minute packing, and 
more importantly, a good night's 

sleep. Johnny always locked the tent 
and trailer, although the ground's 
security had the reputation of being 
quite efficient. Upon arrival at the 
campgrounds, we faced a shock 
almost equal to the bridge incident in 
Yugoslavia. The tent lock had been 
cut, and everything ransacked, The 
few things in the trailer had suffered 
a similar fate. The odd thing about the 
burglary was that nothing of value 
had been stolen! Two or three airmail 
envelopes were missing, while the 
rest of the stationery was untouched. 
One half-used tube of toothpaste was 
gone, but five almost new tubes were 
still in opened suitcases. As we set 
about the task of gathering up ar
ticles left strewn on the ground, even 
Lydienne did not joke about having 
something to write home about. 
Reality checkpoint number seven left 
us with a rather grim outlook, and the 
joy of knowing we were leaving soon 
was perhaps heightened at this time. 

The next day dawned early. Greg 
tried to revive us with a tossed salad. 
Maybe it did help some. The absurdity 
of salad with French dressing for 
breakfast did not fail to make us 
laugh, and lift our spirits once more. 
And of course, Midge began to worry 
about what to do for supper now that 
the salad was gone! 

Johnny reminded us that the C's 
luncheon invitation had almost been 
forgotten in the events of the 
preceding evening, so we hurried a 
little and managed to make the drive 
in record time. And our reception 
shamed us for ever complaining 

Reality checkpoint number seven left 
us with a rather grim outlook and the 
joy of knowing we were leaving soon 
was perhaps heightened at this time. 

about the lack of things that are really 
luxurious, and not to be thanklessly 
considered necessities. They lived 
without hot running water, and we 
had prided ourselves on being able to 
rough it for a week. We complained 
about the missing toilet paper. They 
had only an outhouse. We griped 
about paying $10 a day, when we 
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could earn that much easily in a day's 
work anywhere in the States. Yet $10 
represents several day's labor in a 
factory or on a farm for that family. 

In general we learned that life is the 
stuff happiness comes from, and not 
the other way around. 

And at a farewell dinner, Mrs. C had 
prepared a meal fit for a King or a 
Premier, and we were waited on hand 
and foot. Any attempt of our's to help 
Mrs. C was met with an instant 
command to sit down. We were the 
honored guests. 

It was not too long before we had 
to tell them goodbye. Our "five days 
and fifty dollars" each had expired. 
Driving through the town, its streets 
all muddy and brown in the afternoon 
sun, we were left with our thoughts 
and our memories. Time would not 
suffice to write of all that went 
through our minds at that departure. 

Other towns and landscapes 
floated by once more in the night, and 
once more it was silent. Lydienne 
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curled back up in her buffalo rug that 
served as a sleeping blanket; Midge 
straightened the remaining cans of 
food; Greg asked for a cup of coffee. 
But I would dare say, as we c'rossed 
the border into Austria, we were not 
the same Lydienne Snow and Diane 
Forrester who began the trip a week 
before. The marks of the checkpoints 
would not let us forget that. 

It will soon be a year since we 
returned from that remarkable trip 
East. Yes, almost a year has passed 
since we slopped through the rain in 
that open market or sang for the 
Mandolin Choir. It all seems as 
though it had taken place only last 
week. The Edelweiss flower that 
hangs in my house (a gift from the 
C's) serves as a constant reminder of 
dear friends, friends who taught us 
the real meaning of giving, even when 
there is "little" from which to give. In 
general, we learned that life is the 
stuff from which happiness comes, 
and not the other way around. 

During this year, we have had 
reports from John's dad of new 
pressures and hardships in the lives 
of these people whom we grew to love 
in those revolutionary five days. 
Despite the grim outlook, the word 

It will soon be a year since our return 
from that remarkable trip East. 

comes though that the joy we saw in 
their lives is still present. They may 
be knocked down, but they are far 
from being knocked out! 

We did not by any means come 
back and immediately see in our lives 
the same qualities we so admired in 
their's. But we do have a practical 
goal for which to aim. The check
points are only a beginning. 

The author, Junior Denise Heap of 
Houston, has traveled extensively 
throughout Europe. Her story, "Alps, 
Bridges and Checkpoints," is based 
on a trip she made through the 
Eastern Bloc countries last summer. 
A mathematics major, Heap says she 
hopes she can educate others to the 
hardships faced by those living in 
Eastern Europe. 
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Competing for Knowledge
Not Grades 

"TCU has a lot to offer and I think it is 
a better school than people give it 
credit for." 
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"It's not something that anyone 
expects. My first reaction was a sort 
of blank 'oh really?' This is a fairy 
tale-it's not really happening." 

That was the reaction of TCU 
Senior Pete Larson, after he learned 
he was one of 32 Americans who had 
won a Rhodes Scholarship. This was 
his second try for the coveted honor, 
after having applied in his junior year. 
As a recipient, he is the first TCU 
student ever to win a Rhodes 
Scholarship. 

The 21-year-old Larson, who is 
from Glen Ellyn, Ill., won the award 
established in 1899 by Cecil Rhodes. 
The scholarship supports students in 
residence at Oxford University in 
England for a minimum of two years 
study in any field. 

Candidates must be male, un
married and United States citizens 
with a minimum of five years 
residence. They must be between 18 
and 24 years of age on October 1 of 
the year of application. Selection is 
based upon literary and scholastic 
ability, qualities of character, 
leadership and physical vigor. 

For Larson, a chance to study 
abroad had been a pipe dream. 

"Studying in England for a couple 
of years is something I very much 
wanted to do. I wasn't so much taken 
by the aura of being a Rhodes 
Scholar," he said. "I am very much 
looking forward to living in another 
country and somewhat different 
culture." 

Larson plans to study in the 
philosophy and physics program at 
Oxford, though he has yet to decide 
on a specific life goal. 

"There are many things I could see 

By John Brooks 

myself doing-teaching, doing 
research, writing, working for 
government-any number of which 
would be extremely interesting," said 
Larson. "There's no one thing I feel I 
have to do to fill out my life." 

Larson made it through two major 
interviews to the scholarship. He was 
interviewed each time by a com
mittee of seven, six of which must be 
Rhodes Scholars. The chairman of the 
committee, however, was not a 
Rhodes Scholar. 

The state interviews were held 
first. He and 11 other Texas students 
went to Houston last December 17th 
to be interviewed. The night before 
the interviews, the applicants were 
treated to a sherry party, and met the 
judges informally. 

"The interview in Houston was 
dismal," he said. "After the interview 
was over, I felt certain it was all over. 
It went very poorly." 

But to his surprise, he was 
selected to go to the "district in
terviews," held in New Orleans three 
days later. At each of eight national 
district interviews, the four students 
selected become Rhod~s Scholars. 
Larson said the procedure was 
similar to the Houston session-a 
sherry party the night before, 
followed by the interviews the next 
morning. He was pleased with the 
New Orleans interview and learned 
of his selection later in the afternoon. 

Larson said the questions dealt 
with his thoughts on specific subjects. 
The interviews, he said, were not 
meant to "nail you down." 

"They want to get to know you as a 
person as quickly as they can," he 
said. "They want to make decisions 
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on people rather than just the ap
plications they have." 

Calling the applicants "good 
people," Larson said none of them 
tried to gain favoritism from 
the judges. He said the whole process 
was never competitive. 

According to Larson, most of the 
applicants did not have any specific 
goal in mind. 

"Most of them had fairly broad 
goals in terms of what they wanted to 
do. Most of them were fairly active in 
more than just school," said Larson. 

Two other Texas schools, Texas 
A and M and Southern Methodist, 
have Rhodes Scholars this year. For 
these schools and TCU to have 
Rhodes Scholars is unusual, he says. 

"The schools in Texas that nor
mally get these are Rice and UT," he 
pointed out. "These are the kind of 
schools that generate the kind of 

He cited the non-competitive 
atomosphere at TCU. 

person who wants to try for this kind 
of thing." 

Larson and the other Rhodes 
Scholars leave for England in late 
summer aboard an ocean liner. 
Sailing to England is traditional for 
Rhodes Scholars. The scholarship 
pays the cost of transportation to 
England and the return trip after two 
years. It also pays the cost of tuition 
and fees at Oxford, plus it provides 
the Scholars with living expenses of 
1500 pounds per year, equivalent to a 
little over $3,000. 

Larson came to TCU in the fall of 
1972. A graduate of Glenbard West 
High School in Glen Ellyn, his father is 
a Federal Reserve Bank lawyer in 
Chicago. His mother is a junior high 
school home economics teacher. 

A major factor in his choice of TCU 
was a full tuition Chancellor's 
Scholarship awarded him. He also 
cited the "non competitive" at
mosphere of the University. 

"If you're competing for 
knowledge, that's one thing, but 
competing for grades seems totall) 

useless to me," said Larson. Asked if 
he felt like a "big fish in a little pond," 
Larson's answer was no. 

Larson said the pressure at TCU is 
much less than at some of the Ivy 
LeagueSchools.But by choosing TCU, 
Larson said he didn't intend to be a · 
"big fish in a little pond." 

Larson will graduate this spring 
with degrees in three subjects-
math, philosophy and physics. To be 
able to complete his triple major in 
just four years has required him to 
take course loads as heavy as 24 
hours per semester. At one point, he 
was considering a fourth major, 
chemistry, but dropped the idea 
because of scheduling problems. 

"It was a matter of cutting down 
my interests," he said, "and I found 
that coming to college, I became 
interested in more and more." 

Larson said his grades to date 
were "fine," his lowest GPA being 3.9. 
"I got a couple of B's," he confessed. 

Larson gives TCU high marks for its 
academic program. 

"TCU has a lot to offer and I think 
it is a better school than people givE: it 
credit for," he said. "At a place like 
Yale or Princeton you're forced to get 
a good education. I found at TCU, to 
really get a good education, I've had 
to go out and look for it. That was sort 

"The interview in Houston was 
dismal." 

of helpful in making me to be self
motivated." 

Self-motivation has earned him 
opportunities outside the classroom. 
Last spring, he did undergraduate 
physics research at the Argonne 
National Laboratory near Chicago. 

27 



Besides self-motivation, Larson 
credits a lot of his success to his 
interest in his studies. 

"My attitude is that I'm interested 
in this and I want to do it," he says. "I 
think most professors go along with 
that wholeheartedly. I think one of 

"I found at TCU, to really get a good 
education, l'v~ had to go out and look 
for it." 

the greatest things for a professor is 
to have students in a class who are in 
it because they're interested. 
Everybody benefits." 

Larson said he has seen no 
jealousy exhibited by other students 
towards him. As a matter of fact, 
Larson said he encourages other 
students to become interested in 
what they are studying. 

"I try to get them over their fear of 
grades and the sense of duty they 
have about doing their studies just 
long enough so they become in
terested in what they're doing," he 
said. 

As far as studying goes h::. seems to 
study best in the Student Center 
Snack Bar. "Maybe I have an affinity 
for the plastic jungle and the food," 
he quipped. Larson said if he has any 
"real studying" to do, he tends to do 
it better after midnight. He doesn't 
seem to know why, except that it's 
"inspiration maybe." 

In addition to his studies, Larson is 
interested in the problem of world 
hunger. He says he has done a lot of 
work in this area, including serving on 
TCU's World Hunger Committee. 

As a member of the Tom 
Brown/ Jarvis program, he has 
participated in the Academic Affairs 
Committee's efforts on arranging 
lectures, films and discussions. The 
Philosophy Club of the University is 
another group he's a member of. 
Larson once served as president of 
the club. 

He's also active with Amnesty 
International. Begun in the early 60's 
in London, the group tries to free 
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political prisoners. He says his work 
requires him to write letters to 
various people, in an attempt to free 
the three prisoners "adopted" by his 
chapter. 

Politically, Larson described 
himself as "more of a Democrat than 
a Republican. I am something of a 
flaming, and I suppose somet imes, 
smoldering liberal," he said. Larson 
was a supporter of George 
McGovern's unsuccessful 1972 
presidential campaign. However he 
said he still sees himself as 
"something of an idealist" when it 
comes to politics. 

What kind of a social life does a 
student with a triple major, taking up 
to 24 hours a semester have? 

"It's there enough," he said. "I by 
no means spend all my time in my 
room, sitting and studying." 

He enjoys dancing and attending 
movies. Last semester he and about 
40 or 50 other students from the Tom 
Brown/ Jarvis program regularly 
went dancing on Thursday night. He 
said he tries not to concentrate his 
social activities into the weekends. 

"Weekends are pretty much the 
same as everything else," he said, 
"except it's two days in a row without 
classes." 

Larson finds time for several 
hobbies, such as "drinking good beer 
and wine-particularly champagne 
and German beer." He likes to cook 
when he gets a chance, although he 
has no favorite ethnic food. Different 
types of architecture and art interest 

"I think one of the greatest things for 
a professor is to have students in a 
class who are in it because they're 
interested." 

him, and he enjoys observing both in 
community buildings and in local 
museums. Larson said he has just 
begun writing poetry. 

His favorite kind of music is jazz, 
with such artists as Les Mccann, 
Eddie Harris and John Coltrane 
topping his list. Larson likes his rock 

"in the folk direction" as played by 
Bob Dylan, Paul Simon and Janis Ian. 

"My knowledge of classical music 
is poorer than I would like it to be," 
Larson observed, "but what I know I 
enjoy." Stravinsky and Beethoven are 
two composers whose works he likes. 

Although active in athletics-he 
participates in intramural basketball, 
softball and football-team sports 
aren't his favorite. 

"The things I like to do the most 
are things by myself," he said. He can 
regularly be seen running four or five 
miles in the afternoons near Forest 
Park. Larson also likes to swim and 
play racquetball. 

At Glenbard West, Larson ran on 
the track team. Larson said he tried 
to go out for the team at TCU. "I was a 

"I by no means spend all my time in 
my room, sitting and studying." 

walk on. It wasn't a matter of being 
cut. I don't think I was ever ac
cepted," he chuckled. 

Larson is turned off by the concept 
of the " paid jock. I don't think there's 
a place for just athletics. If you're 
going to do that," he said, "have the 
college buy a share in a pro team. At 
times, I get crusading thoughts about 
the Olympic ideal of amateur 
athletics." 

Larson is convinced the "best part 
of athlc.-tics at TCU is the intramural 
program. "It's very well run and 
provides the kind of opportunities it 
would be nice to see in the in
terscholastic things too." 

Despite his involvement in so 
many activities, Larson still maintains 
his time isn't "structured." "I find 
that I really don't structure my time 
on a real, permanent discipline 
basis," he said. "I just structure it 
enough to accomplish what needs 
doing." 
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Greeks and TCU 

Tradition Dies Hard 

Once upon a time there was a 
mighty clash on a university campus. 
Trustees, faculty, alumni and 
students battled with one another; 
effigies were hung and burned. 

The time: 1954, the era of the 
"silent generation." The school: TCU, 
rarely the scene of student activism. 
The issue: the sudden arrival of 
fraternities and sororities on campus. 

Today Greeks are casually ac
cepted as part of the University 
community. But there were few 
casual feelings in the year of their 
arrival. Both anti- and pro-Greek 
segments were vocal. Their debate 
continued well into the fall of 1954. 

The seeds of the controversy were 
sown in February of that year. The 
Board of Trustees' Executive Com
mittee had just recommended for
mation of a committee to look into the 
possibility of bringing national 
fraternities and sororities to TCU. 

Even considering the notion was a 
considerable departure from TCU's 
traditional opposition to Greek 
organizations. Up until that time the 
University had a policy prohibiting 
fraternities and sororities. Students 
entering the University were even 
required to sign a pledge promising 
not to join secret societies. 

The Executive Board's recom
mendation to form a study committee 
was approved by the full Board of 
Trustees, and on March 12 the 

Opposition to Greeks on campus was 
widespread and at times vehement 
as this effigy of Dave Allred shows. 

By Lisa Deeley Smith and Lee Middleton 
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committee was formed. 
The seven member committee, 

composed of administrators, faculty 
and trustees drafted a report 
r~commending opening the campus 
to Greeks. On July 12, the Executive 
Bor1rd endorsed the report. 

The full Board first heard the 
recommendation at a special meeting 
on July 31. There was considerable 
discussion but no action was taken. 
Finally, at a September 11 meeting, 
the Board voted to open the campus 
to Greeks. 

What was the rationale for their 
decision? At a March meeting of the 
Trustees, President M.E. Sadler 
presented a report linking TCU's 
declining enrollment to the lack of 
dormitory space and the absence of 
fraternities and sororities. The need 
for the organizations was further 
highlighted by North Texas State's 
and Texas Tech's addition of Greeks a 
few years earlier. 

"The committee felt,_" the Skiff 
reported, "fraternities and sororities 
should be added to keep local 
students in Fort Worth, and draw 
other students from over the state 
who had been bypassing TCU and 
attending schools supporting 
fraternal organizations." 
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But no matter how the decision 
was justified, it did little to dampen 
the fiery protests of anti-Greeks. One 
of the most vocal opponents was 
Carlos Ashley, then a state senator 
and a member of the Board of 
Trustees. 

The establishment of Greek 
societies would be a "rank betrayal" 
of the historic traditions at TCU," the 
Skiff reported Ashley as saying. 
Ashley was one of seven Board of 
Trustee members who voted against 

A student fraternity organizer walked 
over to him and said: "You're in the 
wrong place. This is a place for human 
beings." 

the Greeks. 
The Skiff blasted the Board in an 

editorial for not taking student 
opinion into account. 

Student opinion on the issue was 
sharply divided. 

A leader of anti-Greek sentiment 
was Dave Allred, a senior journalism 
major from Corpus Christi. Allred, 
now a state representative, recalls 
several bitter incidents in the con
troversy. 

One he remembers particularly 
wel l was an organizational meeting 
for "interested persons." A student 
fraternity organizer walked over to 
him he says and said : "You're in the 
wrong place. This is a place for human 
beings." 

"Some of us who opposed frater
nitie·s and sororities got together. 
One of the first things we did was 
make up a dummy." The dummy was 
hung between what is now Sadler 
Hall and Reed Hall with a sign at
tached to it stating that democracy 
had been tortured to death at TCU. 

Allred was later burned in effigy. A 
sign hung on the dummy read "Dave: 
You name it and I'm against it," and 
the dummv was named "Dave 
Die Hard Allred," according to Allred 
The 1955 Horned Frog attributed the 
incident to "prospective fraternity 
men." 

Although much of the opposition to 
fraternities and sororities became 
entangled in personality conflicts, 
many students opposed the change 
for other reasons. 

Students Shirley Alridge and 
Shirley Root sent a letter to the Skiff 
which probably reflected the mood of 
many students. The letter began by 
quoting sections of the April 1952 
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"TCU Bulletin": 
"l. 'Our desire is not to become a 

big school, but an excellent school. 
The emphasis will be placed on 
quality rather than quantity. The 
Board has set a maximum of 2,500 for 
our enrollment as soon as we have 
satisfactorily discharged our 
obligations to the increased number 
of veterans we are now serving. 

"2. 'Texas Christian University 
believes that the best education for 
democracy is truly democratic 
education. Hence, the school will be 
operated not by the Board of 
Trustees alone, nor by the ad
ministration, faculty or students 
alone, but by all these groups working 
in collaboration and cooperation.' 

"I think there were a number of 
faculty members and students who 
honestly felt that this was a threat to 
the egalitarian atmosphere of the 
TCU campus.'' 

"Can the gentlemen of the Board 
of Trustees honestly assert that they 
can honestly expect the student body 
of the University to believe that their 
private decision of September 11 is in 
any way calculated to contribute to 
these very laudable objectives?" 

There was, of course, support for 
the Greeks. Hall Gamble wrote this 
letter to the Skiff: 

"But let's move from abstractions 
and examine some undeniable truths. 

"1. National fraternities have 
existed in the best universities of this 
country for more than 100 years. 

"2. Thousands of fine and suc
cessful young men have been and are 
now members of these organizations. 

"3. Higher standards of scholastic 
values have been created by the 
presence of fraternal clubs. 

"4. Virtually every national 
fraternity operates on the basis of a 
democratic majority rule. 

"5. Fraternities, by their written 
charters and constitutions, foster 
programs designed to make their 
members better prepared to live 
ethically social and morally Christian 
lives. 

"6. Steady growth of fraternal 

A Brite Divinity student in 1954, Dr. Roy Martin said the change was too 
sudden. 

orders in universities has proven that 
benefits must exist." 

Dean of Students Elizabeth Proffer 
was at that time the new student 
activities director. It was her job to 
supervise the upcoming sorority 
rush. 

She remembers that the whole 
matter was surrounded by bitter 
debate and argument. "_In those first 
days there was a lot of controversy. I 
would guess if a campus poll had 
been taken they would have probably 
voted to oppose fraternities and 
sororities. But that shifted very 
quickly. Had everybody been opposed 
to it, there would have been no one to 
go through rush," Proffer notes. 

Why had there been so much 
controversy over the issue? Proffer 
sees part of the problem lying in the 
timing of the change and the nature 
of TCU in 1954. 

"When the Board approved this, it 
was completely contrary to what had 

happened in TCU's history. There 
was only one social organization, and 
that was the Bryson Club. 

"I think there were a number of 
faculty members and students who 
honestly felt that this was a threat to 
the egalitarian atmosphere of the 
TCU campus. They felt this would 
change something the campus has 
had for a long period of time." Proffer 
says. 

At times in the past TCU had used 
.its lack of a Greek system as a selling 
point. Former football coach Dutch 
Meyer used to recruit players by 
telling them if they went to SMU or 
the University of Texas they would 
have to buy a tuxedo and "dress up 
all the time." and join a fraternity. At 
TCU they would be just "one of the 
boys." 

Dr. Roy Martin, University 
minister, was a student in Brite 
Divinity School during the con
troversy. A Greek himself, Dr. Martin 
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says a large part of the initial problem 
was caused by the sudden change in 
policy. 

"One year fraternities were 
prohibited. The next year they were 
brought in." 

Dr. Martin said a more gradual 
transition would have helped. 

It was this area of transition that 
proved to be a problem. Although the 
Board had approved bringing in 
fraternities and sororities, it had not 
considered the logistics of the 
change. 

"There were very few members of 
the faculty at that time who had 
connections with fraternities," says 
Dr. Karl Snyder, professor of English 
and member of Sigma Alpha Epsilon 

"Conflicts naturally arose between 
pledge requirements and scholastic 
requirements." 

(SAE). He told Dr. D. Ray Lindley, vice 
president of the University, of his own 
fraternity membership and soon 
found himself on a steering com
mittee. 

"The administration didn't have 
any particular knowledge of how such 
organizations formed," Dr. Snyder 
says. Usually a band of students form 
a colony, and "after three, five, maybe 
eight years they petition a national 
organization. 

"That's what we tried to explain. 
That you can't establish an 
organization immediately. In fact, I 
think we startled the national 
organizations considerably by telling 
them the way we were going to do 
this. 

"In the fall we had a number of 
representatives of various 
organizations visit us. One began to 
feel as a legislator feels when he is 
entertained by a lobbyist." 

Some groups would not allow the 
sudden, new membership under their 
bylaws; some organizations the 
committee rejected. 

By early November, all the Greek 
organizations had been chosen. The 
fraternities were Delta Tau Delta, 
Kappa Sigma, Lambda Chi Alpha, Phi 
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Delta Theta, Phi Kappa Sigma, Sigma 
Alpha Epsilon, Sigma Chi and Sigma 
Phi Epsilon. 

The sororities selected were Alpha 
Delta Pi, Alpha Gamma Delta, Chi 
Omega, Delta Delta Delta, Kappa 
Alpha Theta, Kappa Delta, Kappa 
Kappa Gamma and Zeta Tau Alpha. 

The only change in 20 years has 
been the addition of Delta Gamma 
and Pi Beta Phi sororities. 

One hundred men pledged in 
December; 198 women pledged in 
February of 1955. Original plans 
called for the group to start 
colonizing no sooner than the spring 
of 1955. "The committee worked with 
lightning-like efficiency, however, to 
bring fraternities here before 
Christmas," the Skiff reported. 

Dr. Snyder supervised the 
fraternity rush. "Some of the 
members who became members of 
the organizations felt that they had to 
keep quiet in classes because some of 
the faculty were quite bitterly op
posed," he says. 

"Conflicts naturally arose between 
pledge requirements and scholastic 
requirements," the Skiff editorialized, 
"some students being unavailable to 
meet for night classes. Many found 
themselves getting into trouble in 
heavy pre-Christmas assignments." 

But by the Spring semester, three 
months after fraternities and 
sororities were first sanctioned, they 

"What I questioned at the time was 
given the history and tradition of the 
University whether it was going to 
work. I was wrong." 

had begun to be accepted. The In
te rfrate r n ity Council (IFC) was 
organized with Horace Craig, now an 
editorial writer for the "Fort Worth 
Star-Telegram," the first president. 
Quotas for each fraternity were 
raised from 25 students to 30. Skiff 
columnist Jack Graff noted and liked 
"the new dressed up appearance of 
the campus." 

"TCU's two month old fraternity 
system seems to be meeting with the 
approval of just about everybody 

concerned," Graff wrote. 
How have the Greeks worked out? 
"It might of helped," Ashley says. 

"It enabled TCU to do a lot of things 
they couldn't have done." Dr. Martin 
says, "I had the feeling that it was 

"Any time you want anything done, 
you can always call the fraternities 
and sororities." 

difficult for Greeks to put down any 
roots. The organizations they 
replaced were strictly local. What I 
questioned at the time was, given the 
history and tradition of the 
University, whether it was going to 
work," Martin says. "I was wrong." 

"It's hard to make a blanket 
judgment," Proffer says. "I think 
fraternities and sororities have 
performed many, many valuable 
services to the University. Any time 
you want anything done, you can 
always call the fraternities and 
sororities. 

"They have done all sorts of good 
things. They have worked in com
munity projects. They have worked in 
campus chest. Just by their sheer 
numbers they have given an awful lot 
of students an opportunity to develop 
their leadership skills," Proffer ex
plains. 

Dr. Snyder said it was unfortunate 
that a typical Greek, non-Greek 
relationship had developed at TCU. 

"I told people I'd just as soon we 
didn't have them. But once we did 
have them we'd all better get 
together and do as good a job as we 
possibly could to try to forestall a 
certain amount of problems. 

"You can only forestall a certain 
amount of human nature. Well, we did 
try." 
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Alpa Psi 

Omega 

1. Sara Coble 2. Laura Sundt 3. Cindy 
Melby 4. Retha Boyd 5. Gaylan Collier 
6. George Sorensen 7. David Kibbe 8. 
Michael Ross 9. Liz Chick 10. Denise 
Breider 11. Harv Barkowsky 12. 
Tussell Wiseman 13. Karen 
Lewandowski 14. Michael Sartor. 
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Pi Kappa Lambda 

1. Anna Harriet Heyer 2. Michael Winesanker 3. Arlene L. 
Sollenberger 4. John Woldt 5. Kit Bridges 6. Nancy 
Muskrat 7. Dika Golovatchoff 8. Ira Schantz 9. Mark 
Scott 10. Ralph Guenther 11. Janis Grannell 12. Carol 
Cappa 13. Ralph Morris 14. Luiz de Moura Castro 15. 
Preston E. Thomas 16. Janet George 17. Emmet G. Smith 
18. Noah Knepper 

Bryson Club 

1. Carl Kinkel 2. Bob Kirkman 3. Bill Bredthauer 4. John 
Be~ry 5. Janet Terrell 6. Susan Berger 7. Stan Terry 8. 
Chip Van Doerston 9. Mike Franz 10. Linda Robinson 11. 
Kathy Ambrose 12. Nancy Saunders 

35 



36 

Barbell Club 

1. Hal Hopkins 2. Becky Bruton 3. Mohammed Zoyer 4. 
Matt Mullarky 5. Mike Briggs 6. Ed Gaylord 7. Bill 
Cantrell 8. Chip Dell 9. Tom Henderson 10. Jim West 11. 
Dr. Stephen Winokur 12. Tom Kelchner 13. Steve 
Kreuzkamp 14. Vaughn Bailey 15. John Pettitt 

Rifle Team 

1. Dinah Wallace 2. Susan Rieff 3. Bill 
Kovaric 4. Mark Reed 5. Ann Cowan 5. 
Kim Moody 7. Ned Fleming 8. Allen 
Cunniff 9. Bob Hays 10. Ginger Glen 
11. David Tubb 
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Cheerleaders 

1. Joni Copeland 2. Stan Terry 3. Steve McKim 4. Ronny 
Moss 5. Robert Powell 6. Diane Crain 7. Jo Beth Resch 8. 
Worthie Brooks 9. Dinah Joyner 
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Programming Council 

1. Nancy Hughes 2. Mary Phelps 3. Harry McClintock 4. 
Linda Smith 5. Loretta Gamble 6. Nancy Pratt 7. 
Winifred Ferguson 8. Diane Delaney 

Creative 

Programming 

Committee 

1. Paul Shaffer 2. Teg Winker 3. Lisa 
Manuel 4. Ken Jones 5. Jeff Gilchrist 
6. Sally McCracken 7. John Robinson 



Coffehouse 

Committee 

1. Jeff Molenda 2. Cindy Barbo 3. 
Diane Delaney 4. Debbie Florian 5. 
Patsy Gawronski 6. Bruce Peterson 

I 

Films Committee 

1. Margaret Butler 2. Ricky Fluke 3. 
Chris Manske 4. John Vinzant 5. Mark 
Reed 6. Mark Patsack 7. Lyn Thurman 
8. Frank Everts 9. Debbie Florian 10. 
Bib Mizar 11. Debbie Coad 12. Scott 
Becken 13. Patsy Gawronski 14. John 
Murphy 15. Andy Dollahite 16. Robert 
Hillery 17. G. R. Ives 18. Gary Pointer 
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Parent's Weekend 

Committee 

1. Paula Reed 2. Beverly Salvant 
3. Carrie Brailas 4. John Symons 5. 
Kelly Vletas 6. Al Bryson 7. Don 
Pinkerton 

Public Relations 
Committee 

1. Loretta Gamble 2. Frank Everts 3. 
Mary Phelps 4. Ben Newsom 5. Danny 
Dugan 
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NAACP 

1. Beverly Salvant 2. Bronaugh 
Bridges 3. Belva Brown 4. Wyvette 
Higgins 5. Dwight Bailey 6. Carol I 
Mayes 7. John Bondzio 8. Evans Royal • 
9. Steve Ford 10. Mike Fuller 11. 
Jandra Beasley 12. Stephanie Carter 
13. Regina Montgomery 

Forums 

Committee 

1. Lee Middleton 2. Tom McAdow 3. 
David Smith 4. Harry McClintock 5. 
Mary Lyn Stevenson 6. Sara Beth 
Watson 7. Sally McCracken 8. Louise 
Dilworth 9. Sandy Frazier io. John 
Garett 11. Linda Gearhart 12. 
Deborah Johnson 13. Debbie Barnett 
14. Teg Andrews 
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Brachman 

1. Jeff Wise 2. John Moore 3. Nancy 
Dunahoo 4. Dan Dorsch 5. John 
Brooks 6. Bill Kovaric 7. Sharon 
Wright 8. Betsy Reath 9. Jim Mayne 
10. Mike Richardson 11. Robbie 
Johnson 12. David Callahan 13. Lee 
Middleton 14. Kieron Smith 15. Jim 
Moore 16. Tom Hall 17. Marsi Baker 
18. Mark Hays 19. John Vinzant 20. 
Greg Beykirch 21. Laura Eaton 22. 
Beth Brandis 23. Jackie Druce 24. 
Terry Saunders 25. "Ducky" Dan
forth 26. Mark Ashland 27. Terry 
Barlowe 28. Sandra Tomlinson 29. 
John Zanewych 30. Gayle Conners 

1. Kuni Beasley 2. Jim Soule 3. Ddug Gatton 4. Marco 
Marin 5. Bill Robinette 6. Chip Evans 7. Al Smith 8. John 
Salazar 9. M. Sgt. Robert Hines 10. Jeff Holm 11. Whitney 
Payne 12. David Whitney 13. Jeff Molinda 



1. Ray Raley 2. Bill Crossland 3. Keith 
Irwin 4. Nicky Knox 5. Ted Higgins 6. 

Ranch Management Program 
Paul Pratt 7. Thyss Le Roux 8. Frank ,------------------------
Lewis 9. Chuck Babb 10. Woody 
Hendrix 11. Richard Randals 12. 
Faron Helvey 13. Kip Gilliland 14. 
Dale Uberman 15. Gary McDaniel 16. 
Randolfo Cruz 17. John Merrill 18. 
Jake Schrum 19. Raymond Kenny 20. 
Scott Ligon 21. Tom Bivins 22. Bob 
Kinnan 23. Charles Mayo 24. John 
Wade 25. Courtney Cowden 26. Ray 
Nellis 27. John Parrish 28. Hal McCall 
29. Wood Fair 30. Luis Alvarez 31. 
Russ Agenbroad 32. Mike Birsnahan 
33. Mike Gammel 34. Clint Wortham 
35. John Vance 36. Nick Goodrich 37. 
Dave Henderson 

Tau Beta Sigma 

l. Carolyn Evans 2. Anne Dollahite 3. 
Roxanne Bradley 4. Peggy Adams 
5.Casandra Novi 6. Donna Emmons 7. 
Sarah Cobb 
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ROTC Ranger Corps 

1. Clay Cochrane 2. Bill Stevens 3. Robert M. Hines 4. Dave Murphy 5. Kathy 
Evans 6. Rosemary Lococo 7. Jackie Barber 8. Steve Lee 9. Whitney Payne 10. 
Pat Loonam 11. Edward Bothe 12. Marge Kronthal 13. Mary Ann Butkiewicz 
14. Steve Long 15. Tom Francis 16. John Geider 17. Preston Ross 18. Nathan 
Harnage! 19. Jeff Molenda 20. Jim Merkel 21. Alan Smith 22. Paul Latham 
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Army ROTC 

1. Bill Perkins 2. Ellen Bracy 3. Jim Kretzschmar 4. Dave Murphy 5. Gary Rider 
6. Edward Bothe 7. Kuni Beasley 8. Tom Hall 9. Bill Stevens 10. Whitney Payne 
11. Jim Merkel 12. Jim West 13. Julio Rivas 14. Marti Sheldon 15. Jeff Molenda 
16. Tom Francis 17. Marge Kronthal 18. Cindy Haszier 19. Steve Long 20. Mike 
Catt 21. Jarrett Dudderar 22. Rosemary Lococo 23. Allen Cunniff 24. Preston 
Ross 25. Clay Cochrane 26. Mark Reed 27. Alan Smith 28. Pat Loonman 29. 
John Geider 30. Gregg Kunzi 31. Robert Yu 32. Kathy Evans 33. Cheryl 
Groomer 34. Diana Loperski 35. Nathan Harnage! 36. Steve Lee 37. Jackie 
Barber 38. Victor Soler 39. Paul Latham 40. Belen Terrazas 41. Mary Ann
Butkiewicz 42. Robert Gargett 43. Bill Kovaric 44. Dennis Dingle 45. Edward 
Fleming 
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Mortar Board 

1. Marilyn Rogalla 2. Janis Grannel 
3. Marcia Rench 4. Nancy Barber 5. 
Nancy Spieth 6. Kathe Ambrose 7. 
Nancy James 8. Chris Beckelhymer 
9. Barbara Gibson 10. Jo Ellen 
Taylor 11. Susan Ginnings 12. Mary 
Milligan 13. Janet Branch 

Delta Sigma Pi 

l. Steve Key 2. Kevin Kenny 3. Mike 
Bell 4. David Tice 5. Frank Everts 6. 
Bill Robinson 7. Reece Pettigren 8. 
Bill Barker 9. Steve Ziegler 10 Trey 
Browning 11. Steve McGee 12. Doug 
Bryant 13. Greg Fischer 14. David 
Hunt 15. Richard Gay 16. John 
Goodwin 17. Jerry Sullivan 18. Mike 
Fuller 19. Ric Lewis 20. Bruce Hayes 
21. Steve White 22. Brian Blair 
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Chi Delta Mu 

1. Joe Henderson 2. Sarah Logee 3. r 
Steve Rainey 4. Dr. Amrose Edens 5. fh 

Juanita Blaylock 6. Beth McGowan 7. 
Rob O'Neill 8. Emmett Richardson 9. 
Don Pinkerton 10. Danny Robertson 
11. Keith Maloney 12. Karl Bunjes 13. 
Dr. George Fowler 14. Mathew Swora 
15. Bill Miller 16. Mike Banta 17. 
Keith Clark 18. Marsha Weller 19. Joy 
Hylander 20. Amy Carruth 21. Carl 
Zerweck 22. Al King 23. Gayle 
Gilmore 24. Deborah Foster 25. 
Chuck Long 26. Peggy Adams 27. 
Katinka Stockton-Mebius 28. Jud 
Jones 29. Patricia Light 30. Dotty 
Robinson 31. Doug Ferguson 32. Dr. 
William Reed 33. Charlie Seibel 34. Al 
Bryson 35. Nancy Spieth 36. Lallene 
Rector 37. Mark Pitcock 38. Marty 
Williams 39. Hal McBroom 40. Cathy 
Emery 41. Kurt Marley 42. Dr. Ron 
Flowers 43. Dr. Paul Wassenich 

Delta Sigma Theta 
1. Stephanie Carter 2. Sheila 
Chadwich 3. Redie Johnson 4. Linda 
Davidson 5. Elma Thomas 6. Audrey 
Abron 



Alpha 

Delta Pi 

l. Vicki Powell 2. Linda McKimmey 3. Becky Crow 4. Dinah Joyner 5. Paula 
Leone 5. Rosalie Caperton 7. Lee Ann Sherwood 8. Chip McClendon 9. Marci 
Smeck 10. Rita Sims 11. Karen Cowant 12. Ann Clark 13. Kim Dick 14. Terri 
Wilson 15. Carol Godbey 16. Kitty Benefield 17. Virginia Seymour 18. Patti 
Cloud 19. Melanie Kidd 20. Wendy Scrymioger 21. Susan Carroll 22. Missy 
Dishongh 23. Mary Milligan 24. Beck Bruton 25. Diane Hass 26. Brenda 
Chambers 27. Carla Lancri 28. Connie Carey 29. Cathy Dunn 30. Karen Holt 
31. Carol Bennett 32. Linda Scoville 33. Sandi Byrnes 34. Bev Wood 35. Mary 
Hutton 36. Ellen Smith 37. Becky Knight 38. Heidi Vansickle 29. Ginnie 
Messerschmidt 40. Debbie Potter 41. Melinda Hamm 42. Margie Patterson 43. 
Marcia Nutter 44. Debbie Drennan 45. Barbara Albers 46. Lynette Word 47. 
Kathleen Walsh 



ula 
,rci 
!rri 
1tti 
;sy 
da 
olt 
1ry 
1ie 
13. 
17. 

Kappa 

Delta 

1. Laurie Jones 2. Pam Roberts 3. Cindy Swanson 4. Connie Hines 5. Annie 
Richardson 6. Carol Carney 7. Nancy Porter 8. Terry Bond 9. Peg Lockhart 10. 
Debbie Ross 11. Charman Gleason 12. Colleen Heffernan 13. Carol Harrison 
14. Deb Barnhill 15. Tara Tatseh 16. Leslie Mccament 17. Nancy Lowden 18 
Deby Case 19. By Bartzanian 20. Debbie Berkenshire 21. [Unknown] 22. Eady 
Mosley 23. Anita Clark 24. Karen McWilliams 25. Patty Sellers 26. Carol Parks 
27. Carolyn Lasiter 28. Jill Cesarotti 29. Faith Daniels 30. Marcia Robertson 
31. Laurie Wimberly 32. Sue Mendel 33. Candy_Tuerk 34. Ali Bogan 35. Helene 
Martin 36. Gay McKeever 37. Barb Bouyea 38. Donna Snyder 39. Kim Weber 
40. Susan Kitchens 41. Vicki Tullison 42. Laurie Heffernan 43. Caron 
Quevreaux 44. Tina Zivney 45. Carol D'Angelo 46. Chris Rosetti 47. Marcia 
Walker 48. Jackie Smiley 49. Leslie Oeler 50. Mary Lynn Stevenson 51. Kim 
Keahey 52. Sara Beth Watson 53. Brenda Brown 54. Martha Braddy 55. Vivian 
Brooks 56. Angela Reese 57. Lisa Barnhart 58. Sheri Lacy 59. Cathy Trable 60. 
Pam Calabria 
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1. Carol Faletti 2. Leslie Morgan 3. Gerri Dunn 4. Diane Kemp 5. Susan 
Weeman 6. Mary Stouffer 7. Elizabeth Strother 8. Julie Woods 9. Connie Hays 
10. Nancy Butler 11. Judy Allum 12. Connie Jordan 13. Gayle Thomason 14. 
Cynthia Grisham 15. Lisa Brogan 16. Cheryl Thornton 17. Anita Drosten 18. 
Sally Laird 19. Kathy Fitzgerald 20. Lisa Sanford 21. Mary Ann Rupel 22. 
Barbara See 23. Cindy Wolfe 24. Sharon McCarthy 25. Dow Patterson 26. Mary 
Walters 27. Alison Hird 28. Diane Versfelt 29 .. Suzanne Snaith 30. Melanie 
Parks 31. Jody Ryden 32. Jo Beth Resch 33. Mrs. Luella Wight 34. Diana Cole 
35. Mary Ann Dunkum 36. Lois Bealle 37. Tina Finley 38. Shelley Lyle 39. 
Christy Mann 40. Kim Drosten 41. Robin Reed 42. Lori Miller 43. Becky 
Richardson 44. Laura Gamble 45. Marla Mccaffree 46. Mrs. Margaret Stouffer 
47. Mrs. Sally Bell 48. Sherrie Burford 49. Nanette Cox 50. Reggie Wanland 51. 
Lisa Earhart 52. Caira Thompson 53. Lisa Stallings 54. Missie Mitchell 55. 
Marcia McHenry 56. Stephanie Reese 57. Susan Haggard. 58. Linda Young 59. 
Jane Costello 60. Nancy Pratt 61. Marcia Paulk 62. Gail Touby 63. Vicki Taylor 
64. Lisa Ramsey 65. Benji Roberts 66. Susan Sensibaugh 

Kappa 

Alpha 

Theta 



l 

1. Cindy Holt 2. Jimi Blaisdell 3. Elaine Magruder 4. Sue Wright 5. Liz Brown 6. 
Jennie Parnell 7. Sally Green 8. Kathy Ritts 9. Julie Blankenship 10. Denise 
Drake 11. Kim Willett 12. Lindy Wells 13. Chesley Wynn 14. Anne Alex Warren 
15. Katherine Upchurch 16. Shari Hughes 17. Jo Ellen Sigler 18. Lucy 
Southern 19. Karin Magnuson 20. Lisa Linnenberg 21. Patti Fletcher 22. Jo 
Dingle 23. Pam Wells 24. Teri Watson 25. Mar Estes 26. Mary Lee Ellis 27. Teri 
Wolf 28. Sandy May 29. Carroll Devine 30. Susan Carter 31. Dianne lavender 
32. Francis Harrison 33. Lisa Tosh 34. Karen Talley 35. Jane Zachry 36. Liz 
Martin 37. Marion Joullian 38. Kay Means 39. Cathy Thomson 40. Becky Peters 
41. Ellen Estes 42. Susan Berger 

Pi Beta 

Phi 
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Delta 
Delta 

Delta 

1. Teri Heydrick 2. Susanna Lindley 3. Ann Friday 4. Carolyn Conn 5. Lynn 
Robertson 5. Lynne Brew 7. Shelley Floyd 8. Martha Pulliam 9. Dee Burns 10. 
Judy May 11. Gayle Grimland 12. Joanna Bass 13. Judy Berry 14. Vicki Fowl~r 
15. Beth Dees 16. Deborah Salem 17.Mary Margaret Love 18. Lesley Floyd 19. 
Patty Daye 20. Michael Parsons 21. Tina Petit 22. Carolyn Johnson 23. Lisa 
Schmaling 24. Jan Boldt 25. Jeffie McVay 26. Linda Frazer 27. Susan Piner 28. 
Kathleen Yantis 29. Natalie Beck 30. Tudi Roach 31. Kim Liggett 32. Diane 
Fuller 33. Carey Monigan 34. Catherine Cherry 35. Cheryl Bingman 36. Kirby 
Devine 38. Bonnie McDaniel 39. Beth Robinson 40. Vivian Green 41. Margie 
Lockwood 42. Andrea McClain 43. Gail Wright 44. Linda Robinson 45. Nancy 
Saunders 46. Carol Gant 47. Valerie Wade 48. Lissa Brown 49. Anita Dechellis 
50. Lisa Phifer 51. Laurie Schwartz 52. Judy Shaver 53. Ellen Furst 54. 
Shannon Sweet 55. Terry Buckley 56. Susan Pigg 57. Shelley Haynes 58. Vicki 
Vinson 59. Katy Merrill 60. Suzanne Smith 61. Marsha Nolen 
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Zeta Tau 

Alpha 

1. Konnie Karnes 2. Mitzi Davenport 3. Alice Shorkey 4. Kit Woodward 5. Bea 
Moye 6. Beth Davis 7. Kathy Deaton 8. Debbie Creed 9. Emily Hoffman 10. 
Sheryl Richardson 11. Laura Wilde 12. Suzy Salter 13. Debbie Schneider 14. 
Cynthia Miller 15. Robin Cook 16. Debbie Gearner 17. Janet Jones 18. Mary 
Weaver 19. Melinda Ramsey 20. Laura Lobrecht 21. Kerry MacNaughton 22. 
Martha Wakefield 23. Charlsey Hapeman 24. Lisa Tinsley 25. Vicki Burgess 26. 
Sandy Scott 27. Micki Mccarver 28. Lyn Robinson 29. Lori Ziegler 30. Sally 
Cruseman 31. Debbie Yancey 32. Melinda Griggs 33. Kim Hammond 34. Luci 
Potter 35. Amy Dubose 36. Diane Latham 37. Karen Fry 38. Paula Madeley 39. 
Marialice Williams 40. Gretchen Minyard 41. Bonnie Prellberg 42. Jan 
Solomon 43. Liz Minyard 44. Janan Glier 45. Shirley Davanay 46. Katie Lindsay 
47. Suzy Mycoskie 48. Jan Reiners 49. Catherine Irving 50. Lisa Parker 51. 
Diane Henke 52. Leslie Langston 53. Lana Russell 54. Janis Harp 55. Donna 
Drennan 56. Frances English 
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1. Susie Ireland 2. Janeth Jones 3. Caroline Lee 4. Ruth Anne Horn 5. Rochelle 
Kreisle 6. Andrea Silvestri 7. Kim Mclennan 8. Mary Claire Brundrett 9. Jamie 
Price 10. Mindy Hood 11. Lissa Fitzhugh 12. Pam O'Bryant 13. Suzy Hull 14. 
Mary Holmes 15. Kim Newby 16. Laura Murphy 17. Ann Johnson 18. Lisa Bell 
19. Betsy Hertel 20. Stephanie Summerour 21. Katy Snead 22. Susan Moberly 
23. Sandy Pickens 24. Cathy Norman 25. Ruth Rankin 26. Robin Gulley 27. 
Julie Sheppard 28. Genie Atmar 29. Lisa Montgomery 30. Julie Voskamp 31. 
Kathe Ambrose 32. Pam Renaudin 33. Pam Moreland 34. Cathy Coon 35. Rene 
Smith 36. Ginny Cartwright 27. Pam Owen 38. Carla Kamp 39. Laura Smith 40. 
Shelley Lasley 41. Debbie Finger 42. Susan Roach 43. Jennie Jackson 44. 
Sandy Short 45. April Allen 46. Anne Atmar 47. Carol Casimir 

Kappa 

Kappa 
Gama 
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1. Cindy Alexander 2. Nancy Ross 3. 
--------------------------Laurie Lassater 4. Beth Hampe 5. 

Lucretia Hilton 6. Melodie Dodson 7. 
, Diane Crain 8. Jeanne Keith 9. Pam 
Rice 10. Brynda Ballenger 11. Debbie 
Alexander 12. Sue Hanson 13. Christy 
Strong 14. Elizabeth Bettis 15. 
MarsJ,a Howard 16. Cheryl Jensen 
17. Kathy McCarthy 18. Anne Fisher 
19. Nettie Craig 20. Donna Crinklaw 
21. Shelley Arthur 22. Renne Penn 
23. Karne Hodges 24. Worthie Brooks 
25. Paula Lloyd 26. Kim Donahue 27. 
Kimberly Dameron 28. B.J. Mitchell 
29. Liz Taggart 30. Marrianne Murphy 
31. Sue Sewell 32. Marcia Rench 33. 
Christie Caldwell 34. Sandy Rettburg 

.._------------------------35. Emily Irvine 36. Susie Allen 37. 

Chi Omega 

Kim Norton 38. Wynn Carey 39. Alice 
Thronton 40. Laura Johansen 41. 
Becky Banes 42. Jayne Nyman 43. 
Paige McCalmon 44. Mary Lynn 
Fuchs 45. Gina Lively 46. Susan Davis 
47. Julie Troutwine 48. Jane Arthur 
49. Nancy Barber 50. Barbara Beale 
51. Linda Beard 52. Debbie Yancy 53. 
Edye Jackson 54. Carey Clements 55. 
Cathy Gordon 56. "Rossie" 
[Housemother] 57. Kim Abel 58. 
Joan Watten 59. Lissa Monger 

55 



.. 4;J..,.~ -... • - __ • .,,¥;.,,t//r, • ------· ' - ·-

Phi Delta Theta 

1. Joe Quantero 2. Gene Benton 3. Brad Wilson 4. Steve Bisnette 5. Keith 
Harbison 6. Mark Borneman 7. Ben Wagner 8. Stan Cutherell 9. David Scar
borough 10. Harris Masterson 11. Jim West 12. Mike Leggit 13. Jack Harris 14. 
Robin Brunner 15. Alan Glenn 16. Carl Kinkel 17. Randy Cox 18. Buddy Smith 
19. Ben Hill 20. Richard Roettger 21. Bill Tarbox 22. Bart Phillips 23. Billy Cole 
24. Robert Parnell 25. Richard Witherspoon 26. Art Vermillion 27. Kenton 
Colia 28. Allen Glenn 29. Greg Garrison 30. Bobby Knox 31. Jimmy Dan Elzner 
32. Ben Jones. 33. Steve Sell 34. Steve Wilkerson 35. Mark Bierhaalder 36. 
Scott Zimmerman 37. Michael Guordo 38. Mike McCleod 39. Burton Brown 40. 
Lyman Patterson 41. Charles Montogomery 42. Vaughn Bailey 43. Beav White 
44. Ed Cole 45. Robert Powell 46. Dale Hetzler 47. Earl Means 48. Michael 
Richardson 49. John Christie 50. Tad Carter 
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Image Staff 

I 

John Brooks 

Lee Middleton 

Cindy Rugeley 

Editors Note: 
This year, in accordance with the 

wishes of the Student Publications 
Committee, Image is running 
organization pictures. The committee 
will consider at its Spring meeting the 
feasibility of running the pictures and 
whether to keep it as a regular Image 
feature. 

The organization pictures in this 
issue were supplied by the groups 
themselves and were not taken by 
Image photographers. Some pictures 
were not run because of exceptionally 
poor picture quality, lack of iden
tification or late arrival. 

Every attempt has been made by 
the Editors to assure the accuracy of 
the names. 
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SWC Basketball: 

There's Hope for 
the Future 

Traditionally, Southwest Con
ference Basketball Teams have been 
regarded as the pushovers and 
weaklings of college cage play. 

Although the image may not be 
entirely justified, it has nevertheless 
hurt the SWC's reputation, and its 
teams are paying the price. In recent 
years conference teams have been 
completely overlooked in the top 
twenty polls. And most "authorities" 

" ... the archaic rules of the TUil 
prevent many Texas kids from 
reaching their full potential." 

on college basketball cling to the idea 
that the SWC is a patsywhen it comes 
to basketball. 

Why has conference play been 
so poor? One reason may lie in Texas' 
high school basketball program. As in 
most southern states, high school 
basketball takes a back seat to "king 
football." when it comes to funding. 
This tradition has had a retarding 
effect on player development. 

Buster Brannon, former TCU 
basketball coach, sees this as a 
principal reason for the SWC's poor 
performance. "Back when I started 
out, they hired a football coach. 
Basketball was a step-child and they 
gave it to the shop teacher. 

"If a kid doesn't know the 
fundamentals by the time he is in 
college it is too late. Now we have 
coaches in high school who are 
concentrating on the fundamentals 

and the kids are getting well 
grounded," Brannon said. 

Still, the high school cager in 
Texas doesn't have the opportunities 
given players in other parts of the 
country, particularly the Midwest. 

Anot her reason for the poor 
quality of Texas'· basketball program 
could lie with its governing body, The 
Texas University Interscholastic 
League which holds an iron grip on 
prep basketball play. 

TCU Coach Johnny Swaim feels 
that TUil's control at times goes too 
far. "We have some of the best and 
hardest working coaches in our Texas 
high schools and some of the best 
physical specimens in the country. 
These kids have potential. 

"However, the archaic rules of 
the TUil prevent many Texas kids 
from reaching their full potential. 
They prevent a kid from a~tending 
camp and playing in summer league. 
This makes it harder for a kid to learn 
more, and develop a love for the 
game," Swaim said. 

As the governing body for high 
school athletics in the state, the TUil 
may have the most stringent rules in 
the country governing prep athletics, 
according to Swaim. These same 
rules govern football and to a lesser 
extent baseball as well. 

"The TUil has killed us, no doubt 
about it," said Brannon. "We can't 
have summer programs, which I can't 
understand. If we could have summer 
programs there would be a marked 
change. Why shouldn't a kid play 
summer basketball instead of being 
out in the street?" 

By Frank Houx 

Still, the TUil and the poor state of 
high school basketball in Texas are 
only part of the problem. Some of the 
blame can be laid to the SWC's failure 
to integrate. Integration played a big 
part in the improvement of sports 
throughout the country, and those 
schools that opened their doors to 
blacks first saw their quality of play 
improve almost immediately. 

"We (the SWC) were the last to 
integrate," Brannon said. "That got 
us behind everyone else. Houston did 
before we did and got a head start. 
That hurt us. 

"In the fifties when I had some 
good teams, we weren't great 
because we had all-white teams," 
Brannon said. 

But even with integrated teams, 
SWC basketball still has a bad 
reputation. And the reputation is self 
perpetuating. Although money is 
more available, the job of actualli 

"The TUil has killed us, no doubt 
about it." 

signing up a college prospect is not a 
great deal easier. Most high school 
athletes have heard the story about 
the SWC's bad reputation for 
basketball. 

Still, each year the league is able to 
pull in a few more good players. 
Players such as Ira Terrell of 
Southern Method~st University and 
Rick Bullock of Texas Tech bring 
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" ... the job of actually signing up a 
college prospect is not necessarily 
any easier. Most high school athletes 
have heard the story about the SWC's 
bad reputation for basketball." 

more respect to the SWC. 
"Anybody with that type ballplayer 

isa contender," Swaim said. Terrell at 
six-foot-eight, and Bullock at six-foot
nine have been the top two men in 
the conference for the past three 
seasons. Both are the type of player 
who dominate a game by scoring, 
(Both have averaged over 20 points 
per game in their college careers) by 
blocking shots and controlling the 
boards. 

The consensus among SWC 
coaches is that league play is im
proving, not only because of better 
players but because of changes in the 
conference itself. This year's race was 
a close one and the new Southwest 
Conference Tournament added to the 
excitement. 

"I think the addition of the tour
nament will be a tremendous help to 
us," Brannon said. "Our own Dr. Ken 
Herrick (TCU's faculty represen
tative to the SWC, and currently 
president of the league) thought of 
the idea. I think it will do more to 
improve conference play than 

"There are many good players, just 
more good teams in the league this 
year." 

anything else," Brannon added. 
"There are more good teams in the 

league than before. They may not rate 
with some of the best teams of past 
years but overall the conference is 
more evenly balanced," Brannon 
added. 

Other people feel the same way 
about the improvement the league 1 

has shown this season. 

better." 
Swaim agreed with Meyers. " Our 

pre-conference play proved that we 
have some top teams." 

The Horned Frog Coach, in his 
ninth campaign at the helm, referred 
to league wins over nationally ranked 
teams before the season got un
derway. Such teams as Kansas, 
Kansas State, San Francisco, Auburn 
and Pan American suffered "upsets" 
at the hands of SWC teams. 

The Horned Frogs sacked Pan 
American on the road. Pan Am is an 
independent and lost only two games 

last season. 
To dispel! the SWC's bad 

reputation, a team from the league 
must do something to gain national 
prominence, according to Swaim. He 
said poor performance in the national 
limelight has been a big factor. 

"We haven't had a team from the 
conference since (SMU in) 1956 that 
got to the semi finals of the NCAA 
tournament. We desperately need for 
someone to do that," Swaim said. 

Until then, SWC teams will con
tinue to be the also-rans of college 
basketball. 

"There are more good players, just 
more good teams in the league this _ . _ .-"' 

Year," Texas Tech coach Gerald TCU Basketball Coach Jimmy Swaim says a SWC team must gain national 
Meyers said. "The whole race was recognition before the conference is recognized as a national basketball 
more even and the brand of ball is power. 
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Harris School of Nursing 

The Emphasis is on Ouality 

Poll the majors of TCU students 
and you're likely to find that nearly 
one in every ten is enrolled in the 
Harris School of Nursing. The rather 
astounding number of nursing 
majors, 461 in a total university 
population of just over 6,000, has 
doubled since the 1969-70 academic 
year. 

Much of the increase was unex
pected. When she first came to TCU 
in 1967, Dr. Virginia Jarratt, Dean of 
Harris, anticipated an enrollment 
increase to approximately 400 by 
1981. But by 1974, 461 already were 
enrolled. 

One of the best indicators of a good 
school is the students performance 
on the State Board exam. 

Harris College of Nursing is still 
growing, but there are limits to its 
expansion. "We are about as big as 
we want to get. We never want an en
rollment over 500," Dr. Jarratt says. 
Organizing classes, clinical ex
perience, and seminars is difficult at 
the school's present size, Dr. Jarratt 
added. "If we get too big, we start to 
lose something in the interaction 
between faculty and students." 

A professional school that gets too 
large runs the risk of losing quality 
control, a risk Dr. Jarratt is not willing 
to take because it could jeopardize 
the nursing school's current 
reputation. 

One of the best indicators of a good 
school is on the student's per
formance on the State Board exams. 

By Keith Clark 

a 
Ann Reavis gets back to the basics. TCU's nursing program puts a great deal 
of emphasis on practical skills. 
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Paperwork is important too, as Carol 
Mayes knows. 

"The feedback we get from our 
graduates is that they are very 
pleased with the education they 
received here. They do well on their 
tests. 

"Employers also report that our 
graduates do good work. They are 
most pleased. Our graduates are 
better able to adjust to a variety of 
situations," Dr. Jarratt observes. 

Noelle Lamborn, a senior nursing 
major, said she was pleased with the 
instructors and the program. "Of 
course, there are some things that 

need to be improved. I'd like to get 
more cl inical experience with 
practica l nursing skills and 
procedures," she said. 

"We get a lot of theory in the 
classrooms. But they really do try to 
get us into each major area of nursing 
in the limited time we have 
available," she explained. 

The present curriculum dates back 
to Dr. Jarratt's arrival on campus in 
1967. The school began an extensive 
review of its course offerings. In 
1971, coinciding with the move into 
the newly completed Bass Building, 
the new curriculum was put into 
operation. 

Instead of offering numerous 
courses on the special fields of 
nursing, the school presents an 

- ~ 

"integrated" professional program of 
study at the undergraduate level. 

"Integrated means the field of 
nursing care has no discrete units. All 
the details are correlated with the 
needs of the whole individual," Dr. 
Jarratt explains. 

The curriculum is designed so that 
every stud~nt will have experience in 
the clinical fields of medical and 
surgical, maternal and pediatric, 
mental health, and public health 
nursing. 

The freshman nursing student 
takes chemistry and psychology and 
other courses in the general 
University core requirement. The I 
student also has a four hour a week 
introduction to psychosocial and 
physiological aspects of human 
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behavior. The whole nursing 
curriculum is based on the principles 
introduced in this class. 

From there, the student moves up 
through three more levels of in
creasing complexity. Each level has 
units of "theory", "practicum" and 
"seminar." Theory classes study 
basic human needs. The practicum 
provides an opportunity to learn 
skills and to work with patients in 
hospitals and in other clinical 
situations. Comparing and con
trasting their experiences, the 
students in the seminars are ex
pected to make generalizations about 
the principles of nursing procedure 
and the care of patients. 

"Some students say we get too 
much theory," said senior nursing 
major Vicki Fortenberry. After all, 
theories are theories. But I do think 
there's some validity to them. You 
have to know to do first things first. 

"The key word is principle," 
Fortenberry said. "They want you to 
understand that there is a principle 
behind everything you do. You don't 
just do something because it is a 
standard nursing technique. You do it 
because the patient has a need." In 
the opinion of Dr. Jarratt, this need 
should be every nurse's overriding 
concern. 

To succeed in establishing this 
basis, the Harris School of Nursing 
uses an outline based on Abraham 
Maslow's Hierarchy of Needs. 

According to Maslow, humans have 
different levels of needs. The first 
level, and most basic, is the physical 
needs for oxygen, food and fluid, rest 
and sleep, elimination and for the 
integrity of the organism. Then they 
need a safe protected environment 
after the first level of needs is met. 
The third level includes stimulation in 
the form of love, touch, and com-

munication, privacy, socialization, 
curiosity and exploration. The fourth 
level includes man's need for self
esteem. Finally, a person who has 
adequately satisfied these lower 
needs of Maslow's heirarchy can work 
on his own self actualization. 

The heirarchy helps the nurse 
understand what should be done, and 
in what order it should be attempted, 
Dr. Jarratt believes. 

These principles are put to the test 
when the nurses are in clinical. 
Almost any nurse can recall some 
nervousness on her first day of 
hospital work. Fortenberry said she 
remembers instances when a doctor 
would ask her to get something and 
she wouldn't know what it was. 

Now that she has gained ex
perience, "It's fun to watch the 
sophomores coming in to their first 
clinical experiences. It takes them an 
hour just to give a bed bath. You get 

The nursing program gets a big boost with the addition of a third floor to the Annie Richardson Bass Building. 
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Practical experience helps. Here, two nursing students work with a patient. 

scared when the patient begins to 
speak. You have to take his tem
perature but you don't even know 
how to read a thermometer 
properly." 

Sophomore Beth Gray had her first 
clinical experience the day of the 
interview. "All the young nurses went 
in with butterflies in their stomachs, 
wrinkled foreheads and shaking 
hands," she said. "We gave general 
nursing care. It was just skills we had 
learned in lab." 

"The nurses on the faculty are 
models of what I believe I should be 

when I become a nurse," said Gayle 
Gilmore. "They are cool, calm and 
collected. They appear to be in charge 
of the situation at all times. They have 
knowledge and competence and they 
encourage us to focus on the patient, 
not just on the routines," Gilmore 
said. 

"In the selection of faculty, the old 
thing used to be to look where they 
got their graduate degree. Now we 
ask where they got their practice. We 
want people with a variety of 
practical experience, coming from 
different institutions with different 

philosophies," Dr. Jarratt said. 
"We have to have credibility. The 

supervising nurses are legally 
responsible for the work of their 
students in the hospitals. They work 
under a terrible load," she pointed 
out. 

Demands on the faculty are great, 
Jarratt says, but "if they see a job 
that needs to be done in the school, 
they'll take it on. Sometimes they take 
on more than they should. I wish 
there were some way to relieve them 
of some of the meetings we have to 

Almost any nurse can recall some 
nervousness on her first day of 
hospital work. 

hold to keep the program coor- 1 
dinated. 

It's this kind of dedication that has 
saved the integrity of the program 
under the pressure of the rapid 
expansion, Dr. Jarratt believes, an 
expansion that is made particularly 
obvious by the current building 
program, a third floor addition to the 
Annie Richardson Bass Building. 

The expansion project is being 
financed by a half million dollar 
challenge grant from the J.E. and LE. 
Mabee Foundation, and a half million 
response from the Sid W. Richardson 
Foundation. Both foundations helped 
pay for the first two floors of the Bass 
Building. 

The new third floor will provide 
some 16,000 square feet of space for 
learning and multi-purpose labs, 
offices and a student lounge area, 
said D:-. Jarratt. "Some of our faculty 
had been cramped three to an office." 

The crowding, a result of sudden, 
expected growth is the result of two 
national trends: 1) The inclination of 
students to choose in professionally 
directed majors and 2) a shortage of 
nurses. Dr. Jarratt hopes there is also 
a third reason for the boom at TCU
a quality program that is attracting 
nationwide attention. 
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From Ben Hur 
to the Classroom 

By Debbie Alexander and John Brooks 

Dr. Edward Bell 



Imagine a movie studio back 
around 1920. The bright klieg lights 
cause everyone in the room to per
spire. Two men stand by their 
cameras, their heads hidden by the 
black sheets attached to the backs of 
their cameras. 

Nobody knows this scene better 
than Dr. Edward Bell, professor of 
Spanish at TCU. Bell, in his early 
childhood, grew up in a -show 
business family in Mexico. 

"I look back on my old movie days 

him to run around and talk to people. 
"It's a tradition in show business 

families that you always start off 
young," explained Bell. "Having been 
brought up in the wings of a theatre I 

play was stopped until the barrage 
stopped. 

In 1921, the Bell family produced a 

had no stage fright. To me, a stage "I think there's very little opportunity 
was where normal _ people tune- _ to do acting any more. Most of the 
tioned." good films are due not to the acting of 

He was eight years old when he the leads, but to the directing." 
made his debut as a star in the silent 
flick "El Ultimo Sueno." In it, he 
played the part of a child who grew up huge stage spectacular in Mexico. 
in the home of a family that found him Their version of "Ben Hur" was well
abandoned on their doorstep. He received and very colorful. Bell 
brings peace and joy to the remembers the chariot race, which 
household. But "I died in the end," would be hilarious by today's stan-
laughs Bell. dards. 

"The spangle caught an electrical 
connection. She found that she'd run 
011 stage with nothing on except her 
underwear. her costume burned off 
completely." 

Life in show business was hard "They never could train the horses f 
work, but Bell remembers some to run on the treadmills," Bell said , 
humorous episodes. He recalls an smiling. The family decided to let the 

with great pfeasore," Bell reminisces. aunt of his, who was a dancer. horses run as they normally would 
Bell traces his family's show Dressed in her ballerina outfit, she anywhere else. Bell's Uncle Willie 

business career back to his great prepared to go on stage to do her would start the horses running from 
grandfather, who began in show dance. As she "flounced," a very one side of the stage. Another uncle 
business abroad in 1829. The family embarrassing event occurred. · on the other side would do the same 
toured the Keith arid Orphian theatre "The spangle caught an electrical with his team of horses. So, the 
circuits in Canada, doing everything connection. She found she'd run on horses ran back and forth across the 
from circus acts to plays in the early stage with nothing on except her stage, with chariots and riders 
1900,s. underwear. Her costume had trailing behind. 

Bell was born in Sao Paulo, Brazil burned off completely," grins Bell. "The race lasted the length of time 
in 1917. By now, the family was Bell recalls another humorous it took the chariot to run across the 
touring under the show name "La episode-this time he was involved. stage-two or three seconds," said 
Familia Bell" and was well known He was in his uncle's magic act, Bell, laughing. 
throughout Mexico. Bell recalls 23 wearing a turban of feathers. The The "Ben Hur" production in
members of his family being involved · young Bell would enter a box and try traduced a new stage effect in Mexico. 
in show business. to disappear. The Bell family was the first to use 

Everything the family did on the "The night they ran me on, I got "scrim," a technique that requires a 
stage and screen was done together. into the trap and I put my head back curtain made of a fine netting. 
Members of the family manned the and the box caught my feathers. When lit from the front, the curtain 
cameras, worked lights and props When he opened the box to look in, -seemed like a normal curtain. When 
and performed the roles. That's how here were the feathers sticking up." lit from inside the curtain, the netting 
it was back in the early days of the In the _ truest sense · of gave a cloud-like effect. 
silent movies. professionalism, Bell's uncle sat on 1 "The play got rave reviews," Bell 

"It was always an enjoyable the feathers." I heard his voice saying said. "It was the first time Mexico had 
situation because I was dealing with 'get those damned feathers down,'" really seen a great spectacular." 
people I knew very, very well and who Bell remarked. But the show folded when it was a 
didn't mind being upstaged oc- Then there was the incident that top attraction. Tragedy befell the 
casionally," Bell remembers. occurred when the family was in the family when two family members with 

His very first stage appearance middle of a play. "It sounded like the principle roles in "Ben Hur" died. 
was with his family in Durango, world would come to an end. It had The family then went to 
Mexico when he was just five years begun to hail outside and unknown to .. Guadalajara and opened a motion· 
old. His job as an "extra" required us, the theatre had a tin roof." The picture studio known as the Bell· 
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ge Abetia Company, half the studio· 
belonged to the Bells and the other 

a owners were the Abetias. The studio 
turned out six or seven silent movies 
a year, but internal friction caused 

ity the breakup of the company. 
he Most of the money for the studio 
of was put up by the Abetias, but the 

movie-making experience belonged 
to the Bells. "We felt that we knew 
what the public wanted and we felt 
the Abetia people did not know," Bel.I I 
said, in explaining the breakup. 

The Bells retired from show 
business all together for six or seven 
years, only to open again in Mexico 
City. Why did the family make a 

~ comeback? "Lack of money," Bell 
said matter of factly. 

e ~ The Bells built a new movie studio 
Id that did very well. Commitments for 
ie movies were backed up for weeks. 

But tragedy was to befall the family 
le once again. The studio burned and 
e was totally destroyed. It was unin-
e sured. The Bell family left the movie 
e business to go on tour again with 

e
s l several of their diversified acts. The 

bookings they received were 
relatively minor when compared to 

e past successes. 
d The long · show business of "La 

Familia Bell" soon ended. Many of the 
original troupe died. The age of the 
family members was another factor. 

e "The evil for show people is age," Bell 
a said. "People just don't want to see 

old people on the stage." 
n Bell's own career was not over. He 

played summer stock in San Antonio 
for a while. 

One member of the family, Richard 
Bell, went to Hollywood and did some 
Spanish-speaking movies. He was 
very successful in both "talkies" and 
color motion pictures. 

Having been in early films, Bell has 
seen a lot of changes in movies over 
the years. Acting is much different, he 
believes. 

"I think there's very little op
portunity to do acting any more. Most 
of the good films are due not to the 
acting of the leads, but to the 
direction." Bell pointed out that 
improvements in directions are 
related largely to the fact that more 
cameras are used in making modern 
movies. 

Bell observes that television has 
had its impact on the movie industry 
as well. "You have two forces acting 
against one another. You have people 
making movies, by carefully building a 

"Being a teacher is sort of a place for 
a frustrated actor. You have a captive 
audience-they don't dare walk out 
on you." 

scene. Then you have television, 
waiting for those build-ups to break
in with a commercial. It's difficult to 
sustain a mood." 

Bell wouldn't name a favorite · 
actor, but he said Ingrid Bergmann 
and Helen Hayes are his favorite 
actresses. 

Bell attributes his teaching career 
to his mother who insisted that her 
son have an American education. 
Since she did not come from a show
business family, she never liked the 
stage. 

Bell attended Texas Western 
College and later the University of 
Texas. 

Why should a man with such 
knowledge of the screen and stage 
not teach those subjects. "I thought I 

had the most to offer to the most 
number of people by teaching 
Spanish instead of drama. Then I had 
my mother encouraging me to do 
anything to get me out of the 
theatre." 

After all these years, Mexican 
magazines are still publishing stories 
about the famous show-biz family. 
From the old troupe there are still 
five living relatives besides Bell. Two 
aunts live in Mexico City and three 
cousins live in Guadalajara. 

Bell, now 58, seems to enjoy 
teaching, because he says it is similar 
to acting. "Being a teacher is sort of a 
place for a frustrated actor," he said 
with a grin. "You have a captive 
audience-they don't dare walk out 
on you." 
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Letters to the Editor 

Letters to the editor regarding the 
materials published in Image are 
welcome. The editors of the 
publication reserve the right to edit 
letters for length, style, grammatical 
errors and taste. 

Letters are to be typed and double
spaced. Send them to Image through 
interoffice mail or bring them to the 
Journalism office located in room 116, 
Dan Rogers Hall. 

The following letter applies to an 
article appearing in the October
November issue of Image. We regret 
the delay in publlshing the letter, but 
due to our deadlines, we were unable 
to print it in the December-January 
edition. 

The Editors 
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Editor: 
I write this letter to Chris and 

Connie, Phil and Sheri, David and 
Sally, Patty and Paul, who described 
their . experiences in the 
Image( October-November, 1975) 
article," Cohabitation: Students Tell 
What It's Really Like." I write as well 
to all TCU students who might be 
influenced by your revelation. 

First, thank you for being honest 
and open. Perhaps you really believe 
in what you are doing; undoubtely 
courage was required to acknowledge 
it publicly. Now I can write to you 
honestly, openly and, I hope with 
courage. 

Each of you concerned yourselves 
with the advantages and disad
vantages of cohabitation; I want to 
draw you, however, to the heart of the 
matter. Your heavenly Father who 
made you for His purposes and who 
loves you far more than parents or 
mate, has clearly commanded 
repeatedly in His Word to you that 
you are not to commit fornication. 
Sexual sin is never right: our bodies 
were not made for that, but for the 
Lord ... l Cor. 6. 14-20. For from the 
heart come ... for-nication ... These are 
what defile ... Matt. 15. 20. For God 
wants you to be holy and pure, and to 
keep holiness and honor ... If anyone 
refuses to live by these rules he is not 
disobeying the rules of men but of 
God who gives his Holy Spirit to you. 
1 Thess. 4:3, 4:8. Many will follow 
their (false prophets) evil teaching 
that there is nothing wrong with 
sexual sin. And because of them 
Christ and his way will be scoffed at. 2 

Peter 2: 2. You need to know that you 
are breaking God's laws or rather you 
are breaking yourselves on His laws. 
Any human relationship based on sin 
is inherently unhealthy and produces 
guilt and alienation from our Father. 

The Lord has in His wisdom 
provided marriage. The wife must 
submit to her husband as unto the 
Lord ( Ephesians 5: 22, Colossians 
3: 18): the husband must love his wife 
as Christ loves the church 
( Ephesians 5: 25 ). Does cohabitation 
prepare a couple to live together as 
God intended? You know, don't you, 
that it does not. 

Therefore, consider the members 
of your earthly body as dead to im
mora I ity, impurity, passion, evil 
desire, and greed, which amounts to 
idolasty. For it is on account of these 
things that the wrath of God will 
come. (Colossians 3:5,6) 

But God, through Jesus, is faithful 
to forgive you of all sins. If we confess 
our sins, He is faithful and just to 
forgive us our sins and to cleanse us 
from all unrighteousness. ( I John 1:9) 
The devil wants to keep us feeling 
guilty, unworthy, defeated. But God 
has made provision for our full 
forgiveness and restoration. 

I call on you, in Jesus' name and by 
His authority to quit this way and to 
follow God's way. He knows perfectly 
what is best for you; He knows also 
what will bring your ruin. God makes 
no mistakes and He loves you. Trust 
Him. 

Lowry Mallory 
Fellow student 
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Book Review 

"Against Our Will: Men, Women and Rape" 

Chris Beckelhymer 
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The contention that rape is an 
expression rather than a reaction or 
uncontrollable act of passion is 
central to Susan Brownmi ller's Book 
"Against Our Wil l: Men, Women and 
Rape" (Simon and Schuster. $10.95) . 

What rape expresses, she says, is 
power that has as its ultimate pur
pose intimidation and demoralization. 

"Man's discovery that his genitalia 
could serve as a weapon to generate 
fear must rank as one of the most 
important discoveries of prehistoric 
times, along with the use of fire and 
the first crude stone axe," Brown
miller writes. 

It is obvious that rape intimidates 
and demoralizes those upon whom it 
is perpetrated. Brownmiller's em
phasis is on the historical role the 
rape of women has played in the 
intimidation, demoralization and 
mastery of men. Her approach adds 
more to an understanding of rape as 
an exercise of power. 

A large portion of "Against Our 
Will" discusses rape during wartime. 
Brownmiller describes the role 
played by rape in both World Wars, 
Bangladesh and Vietnam. And she 
must be commended for her diligence 
and meticulous detail in recording 
war atrocities. She concludes that 
rape by a conquering soldier is the 
ultimate act by which he destroys and 
makes impotent his defeated enemy. 
"The body of a raped woman 
becomes a ceremonial battlefield," 
she says, "a parade ground for the 
victor's trooping of the colors. The act 

that is played out upon her is a 
message passed between men . .. . " 

But rape is, at its most basic level, 
an act of a man taken against a 
woman, and it is this point the author 
wants her readers to remember. The 
ultimate end that rape serves is the 
degradation and hum i I iation of 
women. And, according to Brown
miller, the threat of rape is the 
process by which all men keep all 
women in a state of fear and in
timidation. "Rape is to women as 
lynching was to blacks," she says at 
one point. 

In most cases, the rapist comes from 
the lower socioeconomic classes and 
is no more pathological than any 
other offender who commits a crime. 

The question of what motivates 
acts of physical abuse to women is a 
long-standing one. It is Brownmiller's 
belief that these acts are motivated 
by a lack of respect, on the part of 
men, for a woman's "bodily integrity" 
and a general feeling of contempt 
that men feel towards women. This 
answer has more than a little truth in 
it, but the extent to which she carries 
it (rape becomes almost a male 
conspiracy) tends to make the reader 
regard it as little more than the 
response of a woman who hates men. 

Brownmiller seems to be more on 
target with her analyses of those 
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forces in society that foster rape, and 
with her picture of the "typical 
racist." She explodes the myth of the 
rapist as the timid, sexually 
repressed, middle-class man with an 
overbearing wife or mother, and 
blames Freudian psychology for some 
of our popular misconceptions. The 
typical American rapist, according to 
Brownmiller, is a young, hostile youth 
for whom violence and physical 
aggression are a way of life and a 
common method for proving 
masculinity and toughness. In most 
cases, the rapist comes from the 
lower socioeconomic classes and is no 
more pathological than any other 
offender who commits a crime. 

Among the social phenomena that 
Brownmiller suggests contribute to 
incidents of rape and a perverted 
picture of women is the proliferation 
of "books, movies, and songs that 
depict violence to women and glorify 
the man who perpetrates the 
violence." Brownmiller notes that not 
only pornography but re~nt box
office draws like Stanley Kubrick's "A 
Clockwork Orange" and Alfred Hitch
cock's "Frenzy" glorify rape in the 
name of excitement, suspense and 
man's desire to free himself from the 
strictures of society. Brown miller also 
notes that while the liberals' cries 
come quick and strong against 
stereotypes of blacks and Jews, they 
come much more hesitantly ( if they 
come at all), against the books and 
movies that deliberately dehumanize 
women through gross and distorted 
depictions. 

If there is a real weakness of 
"Against Our Will," and there aren't 
many, it lies in the author's failure to 
provide an adequate solution to the 
problem of rape. Although the author 
feels the problem of rape lies over
whelmingly with men and male 
psychology, she suggests that the 
solution lies with women and sur
prisingly with women's movements. 
She talks little about education or 
reeducation of men. In fact, she 
seems to have given up on men's 
ability to ever think of women in ways 
that are not degrading or abusive. 
She certainly has given up on their 
ability to come to this thinking on 

their own. For Susan Brownmiller, it 
will always be women who fight to 
help women. And the battlelines have 
been drawn. 

Maybe if more men read "Against 
Our Will" the tide would turn against 
rape and in favor of a concept of 
manhood not founded upon a sense 
of power over women. A man may 
have a tough time overlooking 
Brownmiller's sweeping generali
zations of the male character and her 
insistence that the rapist benefits all 
men by serving to paralyze women. 
But the book is a well-researched 
informative study of a subject to~ 
seldom talked about, and it certainly 
deserves reading by both men and 
women. 

Man's discovery that his genitalia could serve as a weapon to generate fear 
m_ust rank as on~ of the most important discoveries of prehistoric times, along 
with the use of fire and the first crude stone axe." 



A Fire my Dormitory? • 1n 
Impossible. 

I 

Not even the "Towering Inferno" 
seems to have made people take the 
possibility of fire at rcu very 
seriously. Dormitory fire drills are 
mocked, and fire extinguishers in 
hallways are stolen or sprayed as a 
practical joke. 

Although a fire which involved 
injury has never been reported at the 
University, several fires, two of them 
major, have occurred. One in 1962 
destroyed the old ROTC building and 
another on February 3 heavily 

84 

damaged the new pro-shop of the 
new Mary Potisham Lard Tennis 
plex. 

Image recently investigated the 
possibility of fire at TCU and 
discovered certain precautions 
necessary to prevent fire are not 
being taken. 

Lt. Ed Stauffer, Fire Marshall for 
Fort Worth, inspects the University 
annually for possible fire hazards. 
After his recent visit Stauffer said the 
buildings appeared to be in good 

By Cindy Rugeley 

condition, but there were still a few 
which needed updating. 

One such building is Jarvis Dor
mitory. According to Stauffer if fire 
were ever to break out in the dor
mitory, residents of the third floor 
could asphyxiate in under six 
minutes. He said the reason for this 
was the lack of fire doors on the 
stairwells of the dormitory. "The 
stairs in the building are just like a 
chimney. The smoke will rise to the 
top of the building in a very short 
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period of time, and could kill the 
residents living there before the fire 
is even discovered by residents on 
the first floor. 

"The same problem arises in other 
dormitories because residents do not 
close the fire doors; they even go as 
far as to prop them open with the fire 
extinguishers at times. People don't 
realize the importance of these doors. 
They are probably the most im
portant fire preventatives in the 
entire dormitory." 

Bob Neeb, director of Residential 
Living and Housing, said steps are 
now being taken to correct the fire 
door problem. Housing is presently 
trying to devise a plan for installing 
the doors in Jarvis. Neeb said the 
plan would be investigated this 
summer, but he could not give a date 
when doors would be installed. 
Dormitory staff members have been 
notified in other dorms to keep the 
doors shut, and fines will be issued if 
the fire department finds them open. 

Stauffer said all dormitories need 
to install some sort of fire alarm 
system. He said he felt like the best 
kind to install would be alarms that 
sense smoke and sound an alarm in 
the University Security Office, the 
dormitory and the fire department. 
Wiggins Dormitory is presently 
testing such a system. Neeb said he 
doesn't feel this would be practical in 
all the dormitories judging from the 
response he has received from 
Wiggin's residents. 

"The people living there don't like 
them. The way this system works the 
fire alarm and the burglar alarm are 
attached to the same system. If the 
front door stays open for more than 
three minutes an alarm goes off. The 
students living there ignore the 
safety aspect and complain because 
they have to close the door in three 
minutes." 

Despite the warning, the fire marshal! 
says that students still insist on 
propping open the all-important fire 
door. 

Another fire alarm system being 
tested in Milton Daniel, Sherley, 
Colby Foster and Waits is also 
meeting with problems according to 
Neeb. This alarm is a pull-type 
system. When a resident spots a fire 
the alarm is supposed to be pulled to 
warn the residents. Neeb said in the 
women's dorms the alarm has 
worked perfectly, but in Milton Daniel 
problems have arisen because the 
residents do not take it seriously. 
Last year the alarm was signaled 
falsely 14 times. On Sept. 16 of this 
year new boxes made of wood and 
glass were installed over four of the 
seven alarms in Milton Daniel. Neeb 
said the new casings have not 

stopped the false alarms, so all but 
one alarm located behind the dor
mitory desk will be disconnected . 

Neeb said because of the expense 
of the alarm in Wiggins and the fact it 
was not liked by the students, 
maintenance is ordering alarms for 
all the dormitories similar to the ones 
in Milton Daniel. He said he did not 
know how long it would be before the 
new alarms could be installed in all of 
the dormitories. 

Another condition Stauffer said 
was alarming about the TCU dor
mitory situation is the condition of 
many of the fire escapes. Again he 
singled out Jarvis as having one of 
the poorer ones. "Ideally we would 
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like to have all the fire escapes en
closed inside the buildings, but the 
older buildings do not have these so 
they should keep the outside fire 
escapes in good condition." The fire 
escape at the south end of Jarvis has 
become disconnected from the 
mounting on the second floor. During 
a fire drill Dec. 3, the residents were 
told to exit down only the north fire 
escape because of the danger in
volved in exiting down the other. 

Linda Hinson, area coordinator for 
Jarvis, said the fire escape would 
have been fixed had she been notified 
of the condition. Jarvis Hall Director 
Jane Blalock said the situation was 
reported prior to the semester 
holidays. At the time of this writing, 
no repair work had been done on the 
broken escape. 

Abuse of the fire extinguishers and 
hoses are a common problem in the 

dormitories. Neeb said the university 
spends thousands of dollars annually 
to repair this equipment because 
students play games with them. He 
said housing is doing all it can to 
prevent this sort of abuse and anyone 
caught is punished. 

Problems resulting from this could 
cause a fire extinguisher to need 
refilling when a fire breaks out. Neeb 
said this would be a problem, but only 
if the fire is small and could be 
controlled.With bigger fires Neeb said 
it would be unwise for residents or 
staff members to try to extinguish it 
because of the danger involved. "The 
fire department can be here within 
five minutes of being called, far less 
damage would be done if they are 
called at once and students did not 
try to put it out themselves." 

Other problems, such as wiring, 
the threat of mattress fires and 

Tl fumes from certain types of burning 
carpet can also be classified as su 
hazards in the dormitories. Neeb said m 
most dorms are now equipped with I pr 
mattresses of a fire proof qual ity. The I 
only ones that presently do not have , 
them are the dorms in the Greek 
section, Colby, Sherley and Jarvis 
Neeb said even though the mat
tresses are not specially treated, he 
was sure "the mattress companies 
knew the dangers involved and were 
careful not to make them flammable." 

Neeb and Bob Haubold, director of 
the Physical Plant at the University, 
both said they did not know if the 
carpet in every dormitory was the 
type that would put out toxic odors, 
but it had met safety standards when 
put in. All carpet being insta lled in 
the dormitories now is fi re 
resistant. 

No major fire has ever occurred in 
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Fire escapes on older buildings are important. However, escapes like this one at Jarvis can do more 
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The gap in this Jarvis Fire escape 
support hinge was reported to 
maintenance before Christmas. At 
press time, it still wasn't fixed. 

a University dormitory. In 1972, the 
fire department was dispatched to 
Brachman Hall Dormitory after a fire 
started in one of the rooms. Con
siderable damage was done to the 
one room and smoke damage was 
reported in several others, but no one 
was injured in the fire Neeb said 
evacuation during the fire went well. 
However, students trying to put the 
fire out themselves instead of im
mediately calling the fire department 
caused much delay in the evacuation. 

Occupants of the room tried to put 
out the fire with a fire hose, but were 
unable to turn the pressure guage. 

On Feb. 7 a washing machine in 
Jarvis caught on fire and two units of 
the Fort Worth Fire department were 
dispatched to put it out. No one was 
injured irr this fire and the building 
was not evacuated. On Feb. 14 the 
washing machine caught fire again. At 
the time of this writing repairs were 
being made on the unit and the Fire 
Marshall was to inspect it following 
the repairs. 

Neeb said he recognizes the 
dangers of fire and is trying to do 
everything possible to prevent them, 
but it is very difficult for him to do 
this when residents won't cooperate. 
"We try to prevent fire mostly 
through educating the people living 
in the dorms. No matter what you 
have to help you when a fire does 
occur, it still won't help as much as 
not ever letting one happen. Students 
in their own rooms can help in this 
area by just being careful. 

"The way we try to contain the 
danger of fire is by having fire drills 
and by informing staff personnel 
what to do in case a fire should occur. 
It is quite discouraging to us though, 
when we do have a fire drill and 
nobody takes it seriously. It is just like 
the equipment in the dorm. We spend 
thousands of dollars a year main
taining fire equipment because 
People steal them or play with them. 

"Then consider the thing at Milton 

Daniel. No matter what we do they 
keep playing with the alarms. We 
tried talking to them and pointing out 
the dangers, but it hasn't done any 
good. They just keep playing. You can 
have the most modern equipment in 
the world and it won't do any good 
unless it is used properly and not 
abused." 

Neeb said dormitories are in
structed to have fire drills at least 
once a semester, but admits not all 
the dorms are doing so. 

Dormitories are not the only area 
on campus affected by the lack of fire 
precautions. Stauffer said the Winton 
Scott Science Building is in poor 
shape because of the excess of 
chemicals present and because of 
some problems in house cleaning. 
Haubold said a special committee has 
been appointed to study the problem 
with the Science Building and find 
some solution to it. He said he 
doesn't believe the situation is 
critical though, because the building 
is supplied with fire equipment to 
control fires that might result. 

At the beginning of this semester a 
breaker switch malfunctioned in the 
Student Center Snack Bar, 
presenting a fire hazard. While the 
switch was not operating correctly 
the lights were not turned off 
because, Don Mills, director of 
University Programs and Service 
said, "When the lights were turned 
off and then on again, sparks came 
out." Mills said he felt the only danger 
in the wiring at that time would have 
been in someone in the snack bar had 
turned off the lights and then turned 
them back on. 

Another problem which often 
confronts the University campus i's 
overcrowding of facilities. One 
example of this sort of problem oc
curred this year when Gene Rod
denberry spoke in the University 
Ballroom. Approximately 850 people 
attended the program. The capacity 
for the ballroom is 600 people. Mills 
said conditions such as this arise 
about three times a school year. 
"When it does occur precautions are 
taken to assure an exit route for 
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everyone in the ballroom. We try to 
keep people from blocking the aisles 
and keep all the doors unlocked, so 
there is an exit route." 

Mills said it is difficult to keep a 
situation like this from happening. 
"The only area other than the 
ballroom near big enough to have 
speakers is Ed Landreth Auditorium. 
When it is full we either have to turn 
people away or risk overcrowding." 

Although situations do occur which 
present fire dangers on campus, 
Haubold said he believes the campus 
is safe for the most part. "All the walls 
are plaster so they are not that 
conducive to fire. Every building met 
the fire safety code at the )time of 
completion. All carpet being laid is 
flame retardant." 

Neeb said he felt the dormitory 
stiuation was the same. "All the walls 
are plaster and the corridors are 
lined with doors on both sides to 
make easy exiting. Each of the rooms 
have windows. The buildings are at 
the most four stories high and the 
majority of them only have three 
stories. We don't have any highrisers. 
If fire ever did break out, we would 
stand a better chance of getting out 
because if a person was trapped he 
could always go out his window. 

"The problem of fire is always 
there," Neeb said, ''but we are 
concerned and trying to do something 
abqut it. If everybody on campus just 
takes a serious attitude about it then 
maybe we can prevent someone from 
getting hurt." 

[Top] Many dorms have "elephant 
horns" similar to this one for an 
alarm system. 
[Bottom] Some dorms have more 
dependable pull-type alarms, like this 
one in Milton Daniel. 
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