


"The people ofTexas are informed that in accordance 
with a Proclamation from the Executive of the United 
States, all slaves are free. This involves an absolute 
equality of rights and rights of property between 
former masters and slaves, and the connection 
heretofore existing between them becomes that 
between employer and free laborer.1' 

MAJOR GENERAL GORDON GRANGER 
GALVESTON, TEXAS 

JUNE 19, 1865 

GALVESTON MAYOR JIM YARBROUGH 
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(Above left) Doug Matthews, left, and James Josey, both with the Galveston park committee, watch as Austin 
artist Adrienne Isom unveils her statue of heavyweight champion Jack Johnson during the John Arthur"Jack" 
Johnson Park dedication in Galveston. Read about how Matthews has helped make Juneteenth a success on 
page 28. JENNIFERREYNOLDS/TheDailyNews(Left) Earl Jones talks about the sculpture he made from the tree that the Eman
cipation Proclamation was read under at the Sweeny Plantation. Read his story on page 12. KEVINM. COX!TheDailyNews 

(Right) Al Edwards, former state representative, waves at the 33rd annual Al Edwards Emancipation Proclamation 
Reading and Prayer Breakfast. Read what he has to say about Juneteenth on page 11. JENNIFER REYNOLDS/The Daily News 

0 n t h e c o v e r 
"Free at Last" by Ted Ellis: I began the creation "Free At Last'; on the property of Sam and Doris Collins. This 

Texas historical landmark has nine acres full of mature size oak tress along with pine and fruit trees. Nestled in 
the middle is a beautiful old home that is being restored, located in Hitchcock. 

Owned in the past, by Mr. Stringfellow and his family, this property was used to farm the productions of pears and 
oranges. Mr. Stringfellow was a wealthy man and generously employed many African-Americans in his community. 

I say that because here at Stringfellow Orchard is where Mr. Collins decided to create a Juneteenth celebration for 
everyone in the community. Within three months, family, friends and neighbors chipped in to help in the Stringfellows 
Restoration Project. Miracles do happen; the first Juneteenth celebration was a success. It was a new beginning. 

It was the second Juneteenth celebration that impacted me so personally. Witnessing Sam's struggles to unite 
the community for a common good. There is more that one good story to be told here at Stringfellow Orchards. 

Part of mine begins here. 
I sat at the property with my canvas, brushes and paint. As I surveyed my surroundings, I was caught up within this 

electrifying environment. Kids were playing, fol ks, both white and black, talked, prayed and ate together. You had song 
and laughter, a very honest moment was at hand. The Buffalo soldiers on horseback were there to meet and greet. The 
re-enactment of both Harriet Tubman, 'Toe Road to Freedom;' and the oratory skills of Frederick Douglas, the abolition
ist, coupled with the sounds of the talking African Drums was so stirring that emotions ran high. 

I was moved to capture the importance of this event and why, in 1865, the last vestige of slavery officially 
ended. As an artist, I decided to incorporate symbolic images that are culturally significant. For example, the quilt 
for story telling, the oak tree for strength, the roots, to know our History, the family, for unity, Buffalo soldiers, for 
vigilance and service, broken chain, for freedom, hand over heart for belief in righteousness, a tear for the pain 
and struggle. The three crosses for the sacrifice, the telling of our history by an elder to a child, the Emancipation 
Proclamation embedded on the house shape of the map ofTexas is also visible. 

I felt the need to pictorially document our history and legacy. "Free At Last" is a historical visual aid to preserve 
what is important about us . . . our struggle to triumph against all odds. Persevere, be forgiving, productive and 
benevolent and improve the quality of life for al l. I'm proud to be an African-American. I'm proud of my history. 

"Free at Last"is available for purchase at www.tel lisfineart.com. 

COVER & DESIGN BY KAITLIN SCHMIDT 
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Juneteenth Freedom Project 
// c2\rt spenks ... c2\rt snus nothin9, but SA!JS ever!Jthin9'/ 

7e-« 7. £llis 

How do we determine value of what 

we see? What is the difference 

between these two images? "The 

Card Players" is valued at over 

$250 million. The future value of 

"Built on Our Backs" has yet to be 

determine. The enslaved man in the 

painting is not broken. He has been 

beaten and mistreated, but he sits 

with his head high. He reminds us 

of his investment in the wealth of 

America. He says boldly "I too have 

a vested interest in America. I too 

made sacrifices for this country." If 

you are interested in learning more 

about the Juneteenth Freedom 

Project, please visit the artist Ted 



A no te fro m the Publis her 

J uneteenth is one of the most 
important moments in U.S. history 
- and one many people know 

little, or next to nothing, about. 

Galveston - the literal end point of 
commercial slavery in this country -
without knowledge of the historical 
significance of Juneteenth. This is both 
a tragedy and opportunity for our 
community. 

Let us come together during 

When Major Gen. Gordon Grainger 
arrived on the shores of Galveston 
Island, nearly two years after President 
Lincoln's Emancipation Proclamation, 
the slave trade was still ingrained in 
the local economy. 

On June 19, 1865, Granger's words put 
an official end to this horrific chapter in 
both U.S. and Texas history. No longer 
could one human being lawfully own 
another human being in the United 
States. And with the arrival of Granger 

LEONARD WOOSLEY 
PUBLISHER 

GALVESTON COUNTY 
DAILY NEWS 

this anniversary celebrating that 
Juneteenth recognizes the final leg 
of the legal enslavement of men and 
women in the United States. And it was 
Galveston where slavery final came to a 
final close in U.S. history. and his men, this ugly chapter of slavery 

came to a close. Juneteenth. Tell your friends. Tell 
your family. Tell a stranger. Let us never 
forget. 

This story needs to be told. 
Each year millions of people visit 
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A note from 

T he year 2015 marks a very special time in history, the 
150th Anniversary of Juneteenth. Signified as the oldest 
known celebration commemorating the end of slavery 

in the United States, Juneteenth allows us to look back on the 
progress made over a century and a half. It was on June 19, 
1865 that Major General Gordon Granger led the Union soldiers 
to Galveston with the news that the war had ended and the 
enslaved were now free. For this reason Galveston Island is 
esteemed as the birthplace of Juneteenth, a community that has 
long held an identity of perseverance and fortitude. 

On this day we celebrate freedom, achievement and 
the ultimate goal of bringing all walks of life together as 
a community bound by resilience and determination. We 
acknowledge the dedication and the sacrifices made to ensure 
that the efforts of those before us are not in vain. We pay tribute 
to those who opened the gateway of overcoming unforeseen 
obstacles and those that continue to strive in making our world 
a better place. This historic day provides an opportunity for us to 
encourage continuing education and development among all 
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the May or 
cultures by investing in future 
generations. Time honored 
traditions, from the reading of 
the Emancipation Proclamation 
to the festive parades honoring 
local heroes, will carry on the 
very values and principles 
cultivated by this celebrated 
day. I encourage you to engage 
in the Island's history by 
participating in the festivities 
focused on sharing the journey 

JIM YARBROUGH 
MAYOR 

CITY OF GALVESTON 

of our nation's progress and by visiting the numerous memorials 
adorning Galveston that pay homage to the advances made 
throughout history. 

As we celebrate the 150th Juneteenth Anniversary, let 
us reflect on the past and embrace the future so that we 
may continue forward on our path to unity, respect and 
appreciation for all. 

Stringfellow Orchards 
10th Annual Juneteenth Family Day 

at Stringfellow Orchards 
7902 Hwy 6, Hitchcock, TX 77563 • 11 am until 3pm 

Join us at the Historic Stringfellow Orchards property in Hitchcock, TX on 

Saturday June 13, 2015 as we celebrate the 150th anniversary of Juneteenth. 

Activities for the day will include historical enactments, music, activities for 

children and adults. Hitchcock's Juneteenth parade starts at 1 0am on June 13th. 

We are celebrating Juneteenth in Hitchcock on the Saturday before Juneteenth 

so that we can be in Galveston on June 19, 2015. 

www.stringfelloworchards.com 



Juneteenth: A milestone in history 
From staff reports 

As it has for the past 35 years, 
the Emancipation Proclama
tion will be read at Ashton 

Villa on June 19. 
The ceremony commemorates Ju

neteenth, the day in 1865 when Texas 
slaves were told they were free. 

After starting in Galveston, the 
day has long been marked in towns 
across Texas as a milestone in the 
long painful history of race rela
tions in the United States. And in 
recent decades it's taken on national 
prominence as well. 

But according to the historical 
evidence the Emancipation Procla
mation wasn't read in Galveston on 
June 19, 1865. 

In addition the order the Union 
Army issued in Galveston that day 
- General Order No. 3 - might 
not have been read at all. 

What's more, whatever action the 
Army might have taken it likely 
didn't take place at Ashton Villa, 
local historians told The Daily News 
in 2006. 

In fact the Emancipation Proc
lamation was itself never publicly 
read when it was issued in Washing
ton in September 1862. 

Historical Composite 
As it turns out the Galveston ob

servation of the modern Juneteenth 
celebration appears to be an amal
gamation of events at the end of the 
Civil War. 

And its location - Ashton Villa -
was at least in existence then while 
the likely scenes of the action no 
longer are. 

On June 19, 1865 U.S. Maj. Gen. 
Gordon Granger marched into 
Galveston at the head of 2,000 
Union soldiers. When he did, he 
issued General Order No. 3, a terse 
statement informing Texans that 
President Lincoln had freed the 
slaves 2-and-a-half years earlier. 
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The Galveston County Daily News on June 21, 1965 featu red five general orders issued by Maj_ Gen 
Gordon Granger. 

Local historians haven't ever found 
any document stating where it was 
read or if it was read at all. 

An article in the April 20, 1865 
edition of The Galveston Daily News 
just says the order was issued. More 
than likely, the announcement was 
made at some of the slave churches 

' historians have said. 

Tracing Places 
And while the Union Army head

quartered itself in the great homes 
of some Southern towns, the 
10-year-old Ashton Villa apparently 
wasn't one of them. 

Rather, the Army set up shop 
at the Osterman Building at 22nd 
Street and The Strand - a building 

Skip Critell portrays President Abraham Lincoln on Saturday during the 9th annual Juneteenth Family Day at Stringfellow Orchards in Hitchcock 
JENNIFER REYNOLDS/The Daily News -

that's no longer there. 
The Emancipation Proclamation was eventually read 

in Galveston, but not until Jan. 1, 1866. 
The "Emancipation Celebration" took place in front 

of the former courthouse on 21st Street between Ball 
and Winnie streets. A group of African Americans then 
marched to the African Methodist Episcopal Church at 
Broadway and 20th Street. 

That building would later become known as Reedy 
Chapel AME. 

As with the Osterman Building, neither the original 
church nor the old courthouse exists today. 

That Reedy Chapel burned down in 1885, to be 
replaced with the church that's there today at 2015 
Broadway. But the celebration lived on. 

Expanding Celebration 
By 1867 Juneteenth was celebrated in Austin under 

the direction of the Freedmen's Bureau, according to 
the Handbook of Texas Online. It then spread to Hous
ton Brenham Beeville and elsewhere. 

And whether Galveston's Juneteenth celebration is 
a _strict re-enactment of history isn't what's important 
historians say. 

"It doesn't matter where it was read; what's important is 
the content of the orders - the implication the message 
of freedom" Casey Greene, former head of special collec
tions at Rosenberg Library, told The Daily News in 2006. 

General Order No. 3 notified black Texans that what Lin
coln had promised them years earlier had come to pass. 

Drastic Action 
In 1862, with the war going badly, Lincoln had begun 

to change his thinking about slavery. Long an advocate 
of gradual abolition by paying slave owners, he began 
to believe that more drastic action was needed. 

The war was becoming increasingly unpopular and 
enlistments were dwindling. As they did, Lincoln faced 
increasing pressure from northern abolitionists to take 
at least some action to free slaves . 

So in July, as a military measure, he drafted a procla
mation ironically freeing slaves in rebel states, where 
he had no practical power to do so. Meanwhile Lincoln 
did have power over slaves in "border states" such as 
Kentucky. But to keep slave owners in those states from 
joining the rebellion, Lincoln's proclamation allowed 
the bondage of blacks there to continue. 

The proclamation was drafted and the Cabinet knew 
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it would be issued, but Lincoln waited for a military vic
tory before taking even this half step toward complete 
emancipation. 

'Thenceforth And Forever' 
It wasn't until September, after a quasi-victory at 

Antietam that the government decreed that as of Jan. 
1, 1863 slaves in rebel states were "then thenceforward 
and forever free." 

In the abolitionist strongholds of the Northeast the 
proclamation was greeted warmly. But in what is now 
the Midwest it w as disparaged for making the w ar more 
about ending slavery than about putting dow n the re
bellion in the South. 

More importantly, perhaps, it stopped the great pow
ers of England and France from recognizing the Con
federacy as a legitimate government. Doing so would 
have been an enormous boost to Confederate fortunes. 

And while Lincoln had obvious practical reasons for 
issuing the proclamation, it was a turning point in the 
Civil War and Lincoln's understanding of it. 

He had always thought the war would eventually 
extinguish slavery. But the proclamation and the atmo
sphere it created put slavery's extinction - and possi
bly the Union's victory - on a fast track. 

'Crowning Achievement' 
By the summer of 1863, as a consequence of Lincoln's 

changed thinking, more than 30 black regiments were 
under arms and 14 were ready for battle. 

The following year, Lincoln came under pressure 
to revoke emancipation to get the South to rejoin the 
Union, but he refused. He said he couldn't break faith 
with the thousands of black soldiers w ho'd fought and 
died for their freedom. 

So when they gather at Ashton Villa in June, Galvesto. 
nians won't be re-enacting history. But they'll be com
memorating something the 16th President would say is 
far more important. 

Ultimately for Lincoln, emancipation gave the war 
a higher purpose. Renowned Lincoln scholar David 
Herbert Donald w rote that eventually Lincoln came to 
think of the proclamation as the "crow ning achieve
ment" of his presidency. 

Text of General Order No. 3 
"The people of Texas are informed that in accor

dance with a proclamation from the Executive of the 
United States all slaves are free. That involves an abso
lute equality of personal rights and rights of property 
between former masters and slaves and the connec
tion heretofore existing between them becomes that 
between employer and hired labor. The freedmen are 
advised to remain quietly at their present homes and 
work for wages. They are informed that they will not 
be allowed to collect at military posts and that they will 
not be supported in idleness there or elsewhere." • 

Father E.J Stein gives the opening 
prayer during the 32nd Annual 

Honorable Al Edwards Juneteenth 
Emancipation Proclamation Read

ing and Prayer Breakfast on June 
18, 2011 at Ashton Vil la in Galves

ton. KEVIN M. COX/The Daily News 

W HAT JUNETEENTH MEAN S TO ME 

HON. AL EDWARDS 

Former state Rep. Al Edwards pauses between awards 
Thursday June 19, 2014, during the 35th annual Al Edwards 
Emancipation Proclamation Reading and Prayer Breakfast at 
Ashton Villa in Galveston. JENNIFER REYNOLDS/The Daily News 

I had the h onor and privi
lege of successfully spon
soring House Bill 1016 

in the 66th Texas Legislative , 
w hich made Emancipation Day 
Juneteenth an official state 
holiday. This accomplishment 
w as not w ithout d ifficulties. 
Some pseudo - sophisticates 
asserted that I had ignorantly 
chosen the wrong day. Other 
critics charged that the w hole 
effort w as trivial - it w ould 
neither alleviate the suffering 
of the poor nor am eliorate the 
effects of racism; indeed, that 
it would perpetuate cliches 
about red soda water and w a
termelons. 

June 19, 1865, w as of course, 
the day slavery ended in Texas, 
and for that reason, its an
niversary has always been 
celebrated not only in Texas, 
but also in bordering areas 
of Louisiana , Arkansas and 
Oklahoma. Today, Juneteenth 
is celebrated in over 40 states 
and 500 cities, as well as four 
foreign countries. 

The official recognition of 
Emancipation Day by the State 

MORE ABOUT HON. AL EDWARDS 
He is a former member of the Texas Legislature representing 
District 146. He was a senior member of the State Legislature, who 
served on three of the most influential Committees. He was the 
Chairman of the Rules and Resolutions Committee, Chairman of 
Budget and Oversight of the Ways and Means Committee and a 
member of the Appropriations Committee. He is the sixth child 
out of the sixteen children born into the union of Reverend E.L. Ed
wards, Sr. and Josephine Radford Edwards. He was involved in the 
Civil Rights Movement where he participated in peaceful marches 
and demonstrations throughout the United States of America 
with Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., Reverend Jesse Jackson, Reverend 
Bill Lawson, and others. He was a thirteen term elected member 
of the Texas House ofRepresentative. In 1979, he authored and 
sponsored House Bill l 016, making June 19th (''.Juneteenth") a 
state paid holiday in Texas and he founded Juneteenth, U.S.A In 
June 19, 1979, he started the Juneteenth Emancipation Proclama
tion Reading and Prayer Vigil at the historic Ashton Vil la Mansion 
on Galveston Island, an event he has done for the past 35 years. 

of Texas was a significan t step 
forw ard. It was a symbol -
and symbols are important. 
What are the cross and flag 
- but symbols. I believe the 
b iblical injunction that "It is 
better to light one candle th an 
to curse the darkn ess." This 
is a h oliday not just for black 
Texas but for all Texans. This 
is a day to take pride in our 
culture and h istory. 

Freedom is worth celebrating 
and I am pleased that we in 
Texas have been celebrating it 
for 150 years . Also , I am proud 
that the celebration has been 
official for over 35 years in the 
great State of Texas and that 
I h ad a p art in making it so. I 
w ant to th ank the officials and 
people of Galveston for help
ing me celebrating this event 
for the past 35 years where it 
all began on Galveston Island 
by Union Army Gen. Gordon 
Granger. 

Happy Ju neteenth! 

The Hon. Al Edwards is a former state 
representative for the State ofTexas 
and lives in Houston. 

Edwards speaks at 
the 35th annual 
Al Edwards 
Emancipation 
Proclamation 
Reading and 
Prayer Breakfast 
at Ashton Villa in 
Galveston. 
JENNIFER REYNOLDS/The 
Daily News 
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'Freedom Tree'finds new ife steeped in history 
By Robert Stanton 
For The Daily News 

It was a jubilant day 
in 1865 when John 
Sweeny Jr., master of 

the Sweeny Plantation in 
Brazoria County, climbed 
atop an Osage orange tree 
to inform his slaves that 
they were free. 

"It is emotional to know 
that after hundreds of 
years of slavery that their 
prayer was finally an
swered," said Sam Col
lins III, of the Galveston 
Historical Commission. 
"They prayed and hoped 
for freedom, and I can 
only imagine the jubilant 
feeling they had." 

Today, a symbol of that 
freedom - The Freedom 
Tree where slaves learned 
of the Emancipation 
Proclamation - has been 
transformed into a piece 
of art by Galveston County 
artist Earl Jones. 

For over a century, the 
tree remained at the Swee
ny Plantation, which later 
became the site of a Chev
ron Phillips plant. Com
pany officials planned to 
cut down the tree because 
of work they were doing 
at the plant, but changed 
their plans after learning 
the origin of the tree. 

"From locals they found 
out that the tree was the 
actual tree that the en
slaved people were told to 
gather around when they 
were told about their free
dom in 1865," Collins said. 

The tree had died and 
could not be moved, so 
Chevron Phillips made a 
donation to the Brazoria 
County Historical Museum 
to cover costs for Jones to 

"As I was 
carving, I kept 
getting these 
images of 
our people, 
of what they 
went through 
and what this 
tree has seen. 
It was very 
emotional:' 

Earl Jones 
carve the tree. Company 
officials delivered the tree 
to Stringfellow Orchards 
in Hitchcock. 

There, Jones had the 
massive tree cut into three 
pieces, then turned the 
pieces upside-down and 
began to carve it. For 
Jones, who studied under 
famed muralist John T. 
Biggers at Texas Southern 
University, the project held 
special significance. 

"It just so happened that 
descendents-wise, I had a 
connection with that tree," 
said Jones, 58, of Hitch
cock. "My great-grandmoth
er was enslaved at that 
plantation. As a child I had 
always gone back and forth 
to Sweeny, and I still have 
family there. 

"As I was carving, I kept 
getting these images of 
our people, of what they 
went through and what 
this tree has seen," Jones 
said. "It was very emo-
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Earl Jones was commissioned by Chevron Ph il lips to carve a tree from the 
Sweeny Pia ntation. KEVIN M. COX/The Daily News 

Earl Jones ta lks about the sculpture he has made from the tree that the Emancipation Proclamation was read under at the Sweeny Plantation on 
Wednesday afternoon June 12, 2013. KEVIN M. COX/TheDailyNews 

tional. The tree told me to 
tell the story from which 
we came (Africa) to the 
reading of the Emancipa
tion Proclamation, from 
freedom through slavery, 
to freedom." 

Jones, who prayed be-

fore beginning the carv
ings, began the project in 
late September and com
pleted it in November. He 
said that he hopes the art 
will provide a means of 
reflection for those who 
see it, as well as to edu-

cate young people about 
slavery. 

"I have a feeling of hope 
and of accomplishment in 
telling the story," he said. 
"We've reached this point 
and we came from a rich 
heritage, and we need to 

move forward with that in 
the sense of how impor
tant family is ." 

The Brazoria County 
Historical Museum is at 
100 E. Cedar St. in Angle
ton. For more information, 
call 979-864-1208. • 
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WHAT JUNE TEENTH MEAN S TO ME 

SAMUEL COLLINS III 
0 n May 23, 1861, three young black men, Frank 

Baker, Shepard Mallory and James Townsend, 
who were enslaved in the South rowed across 

the James River in Virginia and claimed asylum in a 
Union-held citadel. The Civil War had just began in 
April of 1861, and they decided to run away to the 
Union camp in hopes to gain their freedom. 

Adam Goodheart wrote an excellent article in The 
New York Times "How slavery really ended in America" 
on April 1, 2011. The article points out how one deci
sion early in the Civil War changed the course of his
tory. 

Goodheart points out that on May 23, 1861, Maj . Gen. 
Benjamin Franklin Butler's decision to hold the three 
enslaved men as contraband changed the war. We must 
also realize the decision of those three men to run away 
was a key part to this story. 

Because they were considered property of a foreign 
country (the Confederacy) , Butler was able to label the 
enslaved men as contraband. The enslaved men were 
being used by the Confederacy to build a Confederate 
gun emplacement. Therefore, during wartime, Butler 
had a right to seize any enemy property that was being 
used for hostile purposes against the Union. 

News quickly spread about Butler's decision to keep 
the enslaved men and not return them to the Confed
eracy. Goodheart's article states that Butler's decision 
allowed hundreds of enslaved people the option to run 
for freedom. Before the Civil War was over eventually 
thousands of enslaved people would run for freedom. 

When we talk about Juneteenth we often refer to the 
Union soldiers that arrived in Galveston to finally free the 
enslaved people. The enslaved people are footnotes to the 
story and not seen as an integral part of fighting for their 
own freedom. 

Many of the slave owners and enslaved people moved 
into Texas during the Civil War. It was not easy for 
enslaved people in Texas to run away. Many did not 
run away because they did not want to leave family and 
friends behind. 

They did know that a victory by the Union would 
bring freedom. For those enslaved people that did 
choose to run away, some became Union soldiers. Many 
provided important information about the South to the 
Union. While still enslaved some of them helped Union 
spies . 

The Juneteenth story has many characters and it is 
important that we give a voice to the enslaved people 
that also fought for their own freedom. The presence 
of the 62nd United States Colored Troops to secure the 
southern border of Texas in May and June of 1865 be
fore June 19, 1865, is evidence of the former enslaved 
men willingness to fight for freedom. 
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Sam Collins Ill talks Ted Ellis' paintings in "The Juneteenth Freedom Proj
ect" and how they celebrate the African American journey from the slave 
ship to the White House. JENNIFER REYNOLDS/The Daily News 

Butler's strategic move to keep those three enslaved 
men as contraband led to not only freedom for them, 
but freedom for millions of enslaved people. Butler's 
decision would not have been possible without the 
courage of Baker, Mallory and Townsend to choose 
freedom over bondage. 

Samuel Collins Ill lives in Hitchcock. 

Our Past. 
Our Present. 
Our Future. 
Our Strength. 

The University of Texas Medical Branch (UTMB Health) is proud to join Galveston in commemorating the 
150th anniversary of Juneteenth. May our university and our community always embrace diversity in 

education, discovery and patient care as a core value and a way of life. 

utmb Health 
Working together to work wonders. 

www.utmb.edu 



WHAT JUNE TEENTH MEAN S TO ME 

ANGELA TAYLOR-WILSON 

A crowd gathers at the Old Galveston County Courthouse for a reading of General Order No. 3, which was given on June 19, 1865 by Union General 
Gordon Granger freeing the slaves ofTexas, during the Reedy Chapel A.M.E Church's Juneteenth celebration on Tuesday evening June 19, 2012 in 
Ga lveston. KEVIN M. COX/The Daily News 

As a BOI, I've 
learned over the 
years some of the 

rich history that makes 
my hometown so very 
special. We have the first 
of many things pertain
ing to black history in 
Texas such as the first 
black high school, first 
black baptist church, first 
public library for blacks, 
even the first black heavy
weight champion of the 
world was from Galves
ton. 

But none of those "firsts " compares to the news that 
came on June 19, 1865, which has now become known 
and celebrated as Juneteenth across the nation. 

My first memories of Juneteenth come to mind when 
I was a teenager in the mid-80s. We used to have these 
huge celebrations at Kempner Park with food, music, 
games, and laughter. There used to be dances, balls, 
parades, and an array of events that unified our com
munities. It was a time of reflection and gratefulness 
toward those that paved the way for our families . They 
were good times. 

Then it stopped. Lost its grandeur. 
The leaders that came before us were getting older 

and/ or passing away, and could no longer carry the 
load by themselves. It seemed as though the new gen
eration didn 't care, and there wasn't anyone willing to 
step up to the plate to continue the tradition and the 
fanfare of Juneteenth in the full glory that it should be 
celebrated. 

I never fully understood what Juneteenth meant 
historically until I had gotten "older." Why, you ask? 
Well, Juneteenth wasn't something that I learned in 
my history classes in grade school or college. It was 
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something that I learned as I grew "older" from people 
such as Ennis and Maggie Williams, Annie Mae Charles, 
Alfreda Houston, Doug Matthews, Michael Jackson of 
St. Vincent's House, and even someone the same age as 
I, in the name of Sam Collins III. 

It wasn't until I started working for The Daily News 
when I fully started to recognize that Juneteenth was 
a bigger deal than I thought. My boss , and our editor 
here at The Daily News at the time, Heber Taylor, really 
liked the history of Juneteenth and loved covering it 
as well. He would always make sure that every single 
Juneteenth event that occurred in Galveston County 
was in the paper, and he tried to make sure most of the 
events were covered too. 

It was through the coverage of our stories printed in 
this newspaper, which also was the first paper in the 
State of Texas, and all the events that were making its 
way back to be celebrated in Galveston and Galveston 
County that I came to the realization that Juneteenth 
isn't just about the day the slaves in Texas found out 
that they were free, but it's a day where Galvestonians 
of all races should feel proud to be a part of - 150 
years later. 

I can't even imagine the joy that was felt by those 
who were able to hear Gen. Gordon Granger issue 
General Order No. 3 on June 19, 1865, in my home
town. But I'm sure it was a day that if they were alive 
today, one they'd never forget. And one we should 
never forget either. 

It's a day that should be celebrated across our country 
with pomp and circumstance. It's just as much a part of 
the fabric and DNA of the United States as the Fourth 
of July. 

So, it makes me proud to say that I'm from "where 
it all began ... " Galveston. The place where slavery 
ended in the greatest nation and state in the world. 

Angela Taylor-Wilson is the community news editor for The Daily 
News. 

Albert P. Shannon 
Chair of the Galveston Regional Chamber 

President of Frost National Bank 

C2<t ~~ 
Gina M. Spagnola, IOM 
President 

Galveston Reg ional Chamber of Commerce 



WHAT JUNET EENTH MEANS T O ME 

NAOMI MITCHELL CARRIER 

T alking Back Living History Theatre 
has been commissioned to "bring 
alive" Texas history from an African

American perspective, with reliance on 
research and documentary evidence. The 
sole purpose of my scripts is to provide 
documentary evidence of real events, real 
people, and real interactions. To give the 
enslaved a name, a face, a purpose, an intelligence, a 
perspective is humanizing for people who have been 
dehumanized, sold into slavery, over and over again. 
Sold by their own people, by any and all people; SOLD 
to satisfy the oil in the economic engines for three 
continents and The Caribbean: South America, North 
America, Europe, and The Caribbean. 

TBLH has had the pleasure of working with the Na
tional Park Service and some esteemed historic sites: 
George Ranch Historical Park, Sam Houston Memorial 
Museum, Texas Parks & Wildlife at Barrington Farm 
and Varner-Hogg Plantation, Brazoria County Histori
cal Museum. Every opportunity to tell our story was an 
opportunity to bring history to life. The point at which 
Jake was shot, running from the overseer in "Sweet By 
and By; the moment Bubba and Bell jumped the broom 
in "Jumpin' Juba;" listening to Jeff Hamilton recall how 
he was runnin' toward the tumbledown barn when, "I 
turned my head for one las' look at my mother. She was 
stand-in in de cabin door, holdin her apron to her face 
and sobbin in a kind of hopeless way. I was not to see 
her again for a quarter of a century. She and the rest of 
the chirren were sol' apart from one another and scat-
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tered all across Texas." (Go Down, Old Hannah, "Little 
Slave for Sale - Cheap" page 38, UT Press, 2010) 

We have played with the themes of Juneteenth, 
people getting the word late and why? We have held 
picnics and parades, barbecues, bake-offs, and blues 
festivals. When it comes to the real reason we are cel
ebrating, that often gets lost in the shuffle. My first op
portunity to perform living history at the George Ranch 
was, for me, a confrontation: "Just how am I going to 
approach this?" I requested a grave be dug. The theme 
for Texian Market Days 1994 was "Civil War Texas." I 
approached slavery from some undeniable aspects; 
religion, morality, and mortality as experienced in the 
death of a child, to whose funeral we march, we sang, 
we preached, and we buried the little one. 

History is: chronicles, eras, periods, times gone by 
and accounts of them. We recall these for different 
reasons: to celebrate, to lament, to learn. To know the 
past, especially that of yourself and your own people is 
essential for progress. 

I have always wanted to participate in PROGRESS. 
As a performing artist, author, and educator, history is 
so easily wed with art - music, theater, costumes and 
properties. Living history theater is so easily done in 
yards, on porches, in cabins, auditoriums, classrooms. If 
through the use of living history theater we may change 
the perception of Africans in America, I vote yes. 

Naomi Mithcell Carrier is an adjunct professor at Houston Commu
nity College and CEO of the Texas Center for African American Living 
History. Visit www.tcaalh.org. 

1310 29TH ST. GALVESTON, TX 77550 
REV. KEVIN HODGE PASTOR 



Beverly Lewis holds a photo of her parents, Annie Mae and Moses Charles, on both their wedding day in 1944 and their 50th anniversary in 1994. An
nie Mae Charles who turned 100 in 2013. JENNIFER REYNOLDS/The Daily News 

Annie 
Mae 

Charles 
talks 

about 
what it 

takes to 
make it to 
100."Stop 

being a 
fool and 
treat ev
erybody 

right:' 
JENNIFER 

REYNOLDS/The 
Daily News 
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Charles 
was the 
first black 
woman 
to be 
hired 
bythe 
Galveston 

• Police 
Depart
ment as 
a juvenile 
pol ice 
officer. 
COURTESY 
PHOTO 

LIVING HISTOR Y 
By Robert Stanton 
for The Dai ly News 

0 fficer Annie Mae Charles. 
Just the mention of her 

name was enough to make 
even the meanest, roughest and 
toughest kid stop - and think. 

And Charles, the first black woman 
police officer in the Galveston Police 
Department, gave them plenty to think 
about with her "tough love" approach 
to keeping young lives on track. 

"I never had to hit a child," said 
Charles, who celebrated her 101st 
birthday in April. "I never had to 
hit a child. All I had to do was look 
at them and they would obey. The 
only thing I would ask a child is to 
tell me the truth. If you tell me the 
truth, I won't lock you up." 

While Charles doesn't get around 
much these days, her legacy has not 
been forgotten. 

The longtime community volun
teer, activist and education support
er has been recognized with many 
awards and proclamations, including 
being named a Distinguished Citi
zen of the Year by former Galveston 
Mayor Lyda Ann Thomas. 

Each year, Galvestonians flock to 
a Juneteenth picnic named in her 
honor - the Annie Mae Charles 
Juneteenth Picnic that takes place at 
Wright Cuney Park, 718 41st St., fol
lowing the Juneteenth Parade. 

What's more, the city of Galveston 
added street signage from 39th Street 
from Broadway to Winnie streets re
naming it to honor Annie Mae Charles. 

"She is a trailblazer," said Galveston 
Police Chief Henry Porretta. "I think 
that her goal has always been to take 
care of the children. It's all about the 
children. Mrs. Charles is a positive 
motivator and a trailblazer and she 

"(Annie Mae Charles) 
spoke with people, 
not to people. Now 
we (officers) try to 
speak with people 
and they speak with 
us. Then it's a two 
way dialogue, and 
that promotes trust 
and understanding:' 

Galveston Police 
Chief Henry Porretta 

only enhanced the department." 
Porretta said Charles ' personal and 

"tough love" for young people has 
turned lives around. 

"She spoke with people, not to 
people," he said. "Now we (officers) 
try to speak with people and they 
speak with us. Then it's a two way 
dialogue, and that promotes trust 

and understanding." 
Charles moved to Galveston in 

1936 after graduating from Houston 
College for Negroes, which later be
came Texas Southern University. Her 
home economics background came 
in handy, landing her jobs as a cook 
at the Jack Tar Hotel and Elks Club. 

She said she became involved with 
law enforcement "quite by accident" 
after taking part in ride-along with 
a juvenile police officer while she 
served on the Carver Elementary 
School Parent Teacher Association. 
Her two kids attended the school. 

"They (Galveston police) needed 
some help with those kids ," said 
Charles, who lives with her daugh
ter on Ball Street near Wright Cuney 
Park. "They didn't need to be in no
body's jail. They needed help where 
they can get their education." 

Charles joined the Galveston Police 
Department as a juvenile officer on 
Feb. 15, 1962, and worked at GPD 
for 15 years before retiring in 1977. 

Galveston resident Lonnie Jones 
said that the lessons of "Mrs. 
Charles" still resonate with him 
today. He shared his thoughts on a 
post on Facebook: 

"The mid 1950s, George W. Carver 
Elementary School, 7 years old. I 
was afraid to 'shoot hooky' from 
school because I thought Mrs. 
Charles would catch me and take 
me to jail. Fast forward 40 years. At 
47 years old, I was delivering her 
mail. 

"Every year for Juneteenth, she 
invited me to her house for 'bar
becue and red soda water,"' Jones 
said. "Today, at age 67, I respect 
and honor Mrs. Charles. As grown 
as I think I am, there are still things 
I would dare not say or do in her 
presence." • 

February 2015 I Juneteenth I The Dai ly News I 21 



' 
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CASEY EDWARD GREENE 
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J uneteenth is as 
American as apple 
pie. Its message 

simply is freedom. We 
celebrate its spirit by 
recognizing the dig-
nity and equality of all 
Americans before the 
nation's flag, as well as 
in the eyes of our Cre
ator. Juneteenth thus is 
an ultimate expression 
of the dignity and worth 
of American citizens. 

OnJanuary 1, 1863, 
Abraham Lincoln's 
historic Emancipation 
Proclamation decreed 
that "all persons held 
as slaves" in the states 
which comprised the 
Confederacy "shall be 
then, thenceforward, and 
forever free." As stirring 
as these words were, 
freedom would not be 
a reality for slaves in the 
southern states still un
der Confederate control. 

In June 1865, Ma
jor General Gordon 

Granger of the Union 
Army came to Galves
ton and took charge 
of the Department of 
Texas. Juneteenth com 
memorates the date of 
June 19, 1865, when 
he issued General 
Order No. 3, liberating 
slaves in Texas. 

Another aspect to 
remember is that June
teenth happened here. 

Galveston can lay 
claim to many firsts, 
but Juneteenth is one 
of the most important 
of these. What joy and 
gratitude the new Afri
can American citizens 
must have experienced 
in their celebrations 
in the first few years 
after 1865! Then - as 
today - the meaning 
of Juneteenth is cause 
for celebration and 
remembrance by all. 

Casey Edward Greene is a 
Galveston historian. 

JUNETEENTH HISTORY 
Juneteenth celebrations were held informally before 1978. 
Then in 1978, freshman State Rep. Al Edwards of Houston 
envisioned that blacks could have a formal celebration of 
emancipation from slavery. During his first year as a legisla
tor, he authored the most meaningful piece of legislation for 
the black community that had ever existed in the history of 
Texas or any other state. Rep. Edwards wrote and lobbied to 
get passed into law the bill making June 19th a legal paid 
state holiday, the first official black holiday in the United 
States. After numerous setbacks, hard work and the support 
of Galveston State Rep. Douglas McLeod, Edwards was able 
to push this bill through successful votes of the Texas House 
of Representatives and Senate within the last 24 hours of 
Texas' 66th Legislative Session. At a memorable and historical 
ceremony on the grounds ofTexas'State Capitol in Austin, 
Texas, hundreds of supporters witnessed the bill's being 
signed into law by Gov. William P Clements on June 13, 
1979, 

Seven-year-old Jordan Spry bobs for apples during the Texas City 
Juneteenth Fami ly Day at Nessler Park on Saturday afternoon 
June 18, 2011. KEVINM.COX/TheDailyNews 

On June 19, 1865 Union General Gordan Granger stood 
on the balcony of Ashton Villa and read aloud 

General Order Number 3 which contained the words: 

"ABSOLUTE EQUALITY OF PERSONAL 
RIGHTS AND RIGHTS OF PROPERTY ... " 

GALVESTON COLLEGE REGENTS, GC FOUNDATION, STAFF, 
FACULTY AND STUDENTS SALUTE THE FREEDOM 
DECLARED ON THAT DAY AND CELEBRATE THE 

150TH ANNIVERSARY OF JUNETEENTH. 

Galveston College 
Main Campus 

4015 Avenue Q 
409-944-GCGC 

www.gc.edu 

Charlie Thomas Family 
Applied Technology Center 

7626 Broadway 
409-944-1404 

It is the policy of Galveston College to provide equal opportunities without regard to age, race, color, religion, national origin, sex, disability, genetic information or veteran status. 



WH AT JUNE TEENTH MEA NS TO ME 

DAVID L. CALLENDER 
UTMB and Galveston: A shared 
egacy of diversity and inc usion 
As we approach 

the 150th anniver
sary of Juneteenth, 

we celebrate those who 
fought for freedom from 
slavery and those who 
brought that great news to 
our state. The culture of 
diversity and inclusion we 
treasure in Galveston and 
at the University of Texas 
Medical Branch would not 
have been possible with
out their sacrifice. 

The news shared on 
the first Juneteenth, that 
blacks had been freed 
from slavery by the Eman
cipation Proclamation, was 
a pivotal change in Texas 
history, announced in our 
island community known 
for African-American firsts. 
I believe that this event 
laid the foundation for 
UTMB's long-standing 
leadership role in diver
sity - a core value of our 
institution. 

Just as Galveston is 
the birthplace of June
teenth and UTMB, so 

our university has been 
birthplace to firsts in the 
effort to ensure equitable 
access to health sciences 
education and health 
care for all . 

In 1902, UTMB opened 
Texas' first state-subsi
dized hospital for blacks. 
The then-named Negro 
Hospital was proclaimed 
as one of the finest in the 
South by the Galveston 
County Daily News that 
year. The facility, which 
could accommodate 60 pa
tients, served as a pillar of 
hope not only for Galves
ton residents, but also for 
many blacks in surround
ing counties who had no 
place else to go for care. 

Over the years, the hos
pital was expanded and 
improved by UTMB lead
ership and the state. By 
1958, the Negro Hospital 
closed its doors and was 
integrated, well before 
federal desegregation 
laws. We were before our 
time, but not for the first 

QUICK FACTS 
45 percent of UTMB employees were members of a minority group 
in 2014. 

Minorities are represented in 85 percent of university departments 

1902 was the year UTMB opened the first state-subsidized hospital 
for blacks in Texas. 

5 years before Brown v. Board of Education, UTMB admitted first 
African-American student into medical school in Texas. 
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time. 
In 1949, five years be

fore the landmark Brown 
v. Board of Education 
case, which called for the 
desegregation of schools 
in the South, UTMB admit
ted the first African-Amer
ican student into medical 
school in Texas. 

Dr. Herman A. Barnett 
graduated from UTMB 
with honors and went 
on to a successful career 
in medicine and a life 
filled with accolades. He 
became the first black to 
serve on the Texas State 
Board of Medical Exam
iners and the first black 
president of the Houston 
Independent School Dis
trict Board of Education. 

Today, UTMB bestows 
promising medical stu
dents the Herman A. 
Barnett Memorial Award 
scholarship annually in 
his honor, as our legacy 
of diversity and inclusion 
carries on. 

According to UTMB's Of
fice of Diversity and Inclu
sion, 45 percent of UTMB 
employees were members 
of a minority group in 
2014, and minorities are 
represented in 85 percent 
of all university depart
ments. 

Our School of Medicine 
is ranked fourth nationally 
in the number of African
American graduates and 

second in percentage of 
underrepresented minor
ity graduates. We are 
constantly exploring new 
ways to recruit under
represented minorities 
to our schools and our 
workplaces, and we strive 
to forge ties with women
and minority-owned busi
nesses. And, true to our 
mission to improve health 
for the people of Texas 
and around the world, we 
work to develop models 
for increasing access to 
care to underserved popu
lations. 

From our employees 
to our patients, from our 
students to our faculty -
diversity and inclusion 
have long been guiding 
principles for UTMB. 
They form a cornerstone 
of our success, made pos
sible, no doubt, by the 
great news of freedom 
declared 150 years ago 
on June 19. 

Dr. David L. Callender is presi
dent ofThe University ofTexas 
Medical Branch at Galveston. 
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We all have cause to celebrate the Emancipation 

Proclamation. Because freedom is our nation's 

greatest asset and we are all its beneficiaries. 
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Douglas Matthews welcome1I 
the crowd during the 32na 

Annual Honorable Al Edward1 
Juneteenth Emancipation 
Proclamation Reading ana 

Prayer Breakfast on June 
18, 2011 at Ashton Villa in 

Galveston. KEVINM.COX/TheDailyNe111 

Doug Matthews plays huge role in success of Juneteenth 

,Cr ,.,. -. 

By Robert Stanton 
for The Daily News 

Mention the history of June
teenth in Texas and some 
high-profile names are 

likely to come to mind - former 
state Reps. Al Edwards and Doug 
McLeod, and Galveston community 
leaders James Thomas and Ennis 

1 Williams. 
And for good reason. 
Edwards introduced legislation in 

1979 designating June 19 as a state 
holiday, and McLeod rallied support 
for the measure in Austin. Thomas, 
president of the Galveston branch 
of the National Association for the 
Advancement of Colored People, 
and Williams, an educator and com
munity leader, also lobbied for the 

) bill. 
;I Williams died last July, and Thom
, as died in March 2007. 

Often missing in the historical 
conversation of Juneteenth, how
ever, is the name of Doug Matthews, 

rv-.,..,~ .. 1 who as Galveston assistant city 
manager played a huge behind
the-scenes role in the legislation's 
passage. 

"As a kid growing up in Galves
ton, I remember the many June
teenth celebrations in Galveston and 
throughout Texas - especially the 
barbecue, watermelon and red soda 
water," said Matthews, now assis
tant vice president of governmental 
relations, UTMB health policy and 
legislative affairs. 

"The celebration fell off after the 
passage of the Civil Rights Acts in 

l 1964 because many in the black 
community began to celebrate July 
4 more than June 19," he said. "Then 
Rep. Al Edwards, with the support 
of former state Rep. E. Douglas 
McLeod, were able to secure pas
sage of House Bill 1011 (Juneteenth 
measure) - the first black gov
ernment-recognized holiday in the 
United States." 

Edwards said he is "in awe with 
how it has spread throughout the 
state and the nation. When it passed 

Sitting at one of the many picnic benches at Jack Johnson Park, Doug _Matthews talks about the 
availability of the park for parties and special events. The park was dedicated on Nov. 13, 2012. 
JENNIFER REYNOLDS/The Daily News 

there were three Juneteenth func
tions, but it's grown throughout the 
nation because of the state law." 

In 1979, Matthews, then Galveston 
assistant city manager, began at
tending the Ashton Villa Juneteenth 
Celebration, which in the early days 
drew a crowd of 12 to 15 people. 
Today, more than 300 people come 
out to celebrate. 

When Matthews joined the Univer
sity of Texas Medical Branch in 1996 
as director of external affairs, then 
Executive Vice President Jere Peder
son told him that "he wanted UTMB 
to be a good corporate sponsor in 
the community," Matthews said. 

"He (Pederson) encouraged me 
to get involved with the June
teenth celebration with the sup
port and encouragement of UTMB, 
we - UTMB, Ennis Williams at Old 
Central Cultural Center and Rep. 
Edwards - started the Annual Ju
neteenth Banquet at Old Central 18 
years ago," Matthews said. 

UTMB began to help coordinate 
the Al Edwards' Ashton Villa June
teenth Celebration in 1998. In 2002, 
under the leadership of Williams 
and Matthews, the Galveston June
teenth Coalition was created. The 
effort also received buy-in from the 
Galveston Park Board of Trustees, 
which contributed $40,000 over two 

years. 
In 1997, Edwards appointed Mat

thews as his Juneteenth Galveston 
coordinator, and the following year 
appointed him as chair of the State 
of Texas Juneteenth Advisory Com
mittee. 

"The Juneteenth Celebration since 
1979 has grown significantly and in 
2015 the community of Galveston 
will have over 20 Juneteenth cel
ebration activities, and we are so 
proud that Galveston is the place 
'where it all began,' " Matthews said. 

Rather than focus on his personal 
accomplishments, though, Matthews 
said it has been a team effort that 
has cemented Juneteenth's success. 

"I'm just on the team, and I don't 
see myself playing any major role," 
he said. "I'm just so grateful to 
state Rep. Al Edwards for having 
the vision in creating that. I thank 
UTMB for being a good communi
ty sponsor in supporting an event 
like this. 

"I also thank Doug McLeod , who 
was a state rep at the time. He 
was the first white (state) legisla
tor to sign on to the bill making it 
a Juneteenth holiday. I think it's an 
opportunity for everybody to come 
together, and it's wonderful to see 
how it's grown over the past 18 
years." • 
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WH AT JU NETE ENTH MEAN S TO ME 

DEDRICK JOHNSON 
J uneteenth is a very special and 

important holiday to me. With
out it, I'm unable to celebrate 

any other holiday in the fashion 
that I choose. As a child in the Los 
Angeles area, I was unaware of 
Juneteenth until I moved to Texas 
at the age of 6. But shortly thereaf
ter, I was involved in activities led 
by community workers such as Ida 
Pete, JoAnn Turner, Warren B. Jones, 
Myrtle Rice and several others. My 
grandfather, Wallace Henry, was ac
tive in the Community Development 
Council along with Calvin Vincent. 
The CDC's annual Juneteenth cel
ebration was highly anticipated. I re
member parades full of trucks, floats, 
football teams, churches, youth orga
nizations, DJ's, trailriders and more. 
As a kid, my friends and I from the 
neighborhood would decorate our 
bikes and ride in the parade. 

It would end at the Sanders Cen
ter, which was the hub of all activi
ties African American "back in the 
day." There were plenty of outdoor 
games and activities for the kids. 
Gospel groups like the Voices of the 
Mainland would perform. The Sand
ers pool would have the much an
ticipated "Ms. Juneteenth" pageant. 
Here, young women would display 
their intellect and talents, serve as 
role models, and give young African 
American girls hope. 

The Juneteenth talent shows 
would highlight each year's lineup 
of activities. I once performed an 
anti-drug rap once called "Say Nope 
to Dope!" Mike Mason and Richard 
"Bubba Black" Shaw shared the 
stage with me. Texas City's Lewis 
and Johnson twins would highlight 
the events with their pop-lockin' 
break dancing moves. 

There were times when we did 
skits, plays, and learned poetry from 
Langston Hughes or Maya Angelou. 
"Ms. Ida" (Pete) as we called her, 
made sure we all learned something 
during these celebrations. There was 
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always plenty of food for everyone. 
I never knew where it all came 
from, I just remember eating all day 
and there being an unlimited supply 
of sodas! 

Now I find myself on the "other 
side of grown" - planning the 
events that I enjoyed so much as a 
child. Unfortunately today, I must 
conclude that the celebrations seem 
to have lost its popularity. Or per
haps I'm just looking through the 
eyes of an adult. For there are obvi
ously still a plethora of activities to 
enjoy for all ages, and people across 
the county. Having learned so much 
more about the holiday, its signifi
cance is just as important today as 

it was in the 80s . . . or even in 1865. 1 
So I implore us all to never for-
get the reason behind this holiday 
celebration. Moreover, I want us all 
to remember that Juneteenth, which . 
celebrates the ending of slavery in 
America, is not just a black people's 
holiday; it's an American holiday. 
It's an opportunity not only for my 
people to be free and proud, but for 
the rest of America to stand tall and 
say we courageously righted an his- I 
torical wrong. And until we embrace , 
that concept we will continue to jog 
in place in this race against racism. 

Dedrick Johnson is a Texas City Commis
sioner for District No. 3. 

B RANCH OFFICES 
Main Offices La Marque Branch 

2302 Church Street 2600 F.M. 1764 
Galveston, TX 77550 La Marque, TX 77568 

409-765-6067 

Galveston Branch 
69th Street Branch 

2421 69th Street 
Galveston, TX 77551 

The 150th Anniversary of Juneteenth (Emancipation Day) 
Galveston, :Texas "The.Bi"rthplace of Juneteenth" 

The Ashton Villa Mansion where 
General Gordon Granger resided whi le 

in Galveston on June 19, 1865 
(2300 Broadway, Galveston, Texas) 

On June 18, 1865, Union Army General Gordon Granger and 
2000 federal troops arrived on the Island of Galveston, Texas to 
enforce the emancipation of slaves which had been in effect since 
January 1, 1863. General Granger read the contents of "General 
Order No. 3" informing all black slaves they were free, from 
several locations throughout Galveston. On June 13, 1979 Texas 
Governor William Clements signed into law House Bill 1016 making 
June 19th a Texas State Holiday. On June 19, 2006, The Texas 
Emancipation Juneteenth Cultural and Historical Commission 
dedicated a $100,000 Texas Junteenth Lawmaker Statue on the 
historic grounds of Ashton Villa in honor of State Representative Al 
Edwards of Houston, Texas for sponsoring the legislation making 
Juneteenth a State Holiday in Texas in June 1979. 

2015 Al Edwards' Galveston Juneteenth Committee 

Al Edwards' Juneteenth Statue 

Honorable Al Edwards, Texas Juneteenth Lawmaker & Former State Representative; Honorable Sylvester Turner, Chairman 
Texas Legislative Black Caucus; Honorable Douglas McLeod, Former Galveston State Representative; Honorable Stephen 
Holmes, Galveston County Commissioner; Honorable Sheila Jackson-Lee, U.S. House of Representative; Honorable Randy 
Weber, U.S. House of Representat ive; Honorable Wayne Faircloth, Texas State Representat ive; Honorable Larry Taylor, Texas 
State Senator; Pete Henley, Old Central Cultural Center President; Dr. Ben Raimer, UTMB Senior Vice President; Douglas 
Matthews, UTMB Assistant Vice President; Steve Mataro, DSW Homes Partner; Billy Sullivan, SLS Homes 
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WHAT JUNE TEENTH MEANS TO 

The crowd gathers for photos of the Juneteenth historica l marker Saturday after it was unveiled near the corner of 22nd Street and Strand in Galveston. 
It was placed at the site of where the Osterman Build ing, the Union Army headquarters, once stood. JENNIFER REYNOLDS/The Daily News 

I never learned or read anything 
about Juneteenth in school. 
I was 23 years ofage in 1979 

when the Rev. James Thomas, 
president of the Galveston NAACP 
asked if I would work with him to 
revitalize the celebration of June
teenth on Galveston Island. 

My first question, what is June
teenth? While the emancipation of 
slaves by President Abraham Lincoln 
was the widely known story; I had 
never heard the story of Juneteenth. The once very popular 
celebration among rural blacks had lost its importance as 
black society placed distance between themselves and the 
horrors of slavery. 

What I learned about Juneteenth fascinated me to learn 
more about the military general order that ultimately en
forced the executive order of the President to free the slaves. 
Texas, while defeated with the rest of the Confederate states, 
had continued to deny slaves held in bondage their free
dom. The role of Galveston was significant and it was from 
Galveston that a Union general ordered the enforcement of 
President Lincoln's executive order freeing the slaves. 

I started out simply as a committee member and ended 
up serving as the coordinator of what became a multi-day, 
multi-event celebration of freedom. 

I wrote the story of Juneteenth and that information was 
published and circulated around the state and eventually 
around the country as others became interested in the cel
ebration and the story ofJuneteenth. At a time when it really 
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wasn't popular to celebrate Juneteenth, or what blacks suffered I 
through during slavery and after slavery, the story ofJune
teenth had been lost. I traveled with Thomas and worked with 
former State Rep. Al Edwards to bring life back to the celebra- I 
tion ofJuneteenth. Edwards introduced legislation to make 
Juneteenth a state holiday. Texas became the first state in the 
Union to have an emancipation holiday. 

In planning for our first Juneteenth banquet in 1981, I 
wanted it to be a big event. I invited newly elected Vice 
President George H.W. Bush to be our keynote speaker. 
Knowing that would be a long shot, I also invited two other 
prominent and nationally known figures as my Plan B. Vice ' 
President Bush sent me a kind letter declining the invitation 1 

and NAACP Executive Director, Dr. Benjamin Hooks, ac- \ 
cepted the invitation, thus putting the Galveston Juneteenth 
event on the map as an important celebration. 

By 1981, the celebration had grown from a backyard outing I 
to a citywide celebration including a banquet, beauty pag
eant, parade, musical, baseball tournament, swimsuit contest, 
and barbecue cook-offs. But Ashton Villa became central to , Central High was the first black high school in the State of Texas. It was originally operated in rented quarters at the corner of 
the celebration of Juneteenth, it was the place identified in 16th Street and Avenue L, beginning in 1885. The above building was the fourth school building location built in 1927. 
my article as the place where the news ofJuneteenth might THE OLD CENTRAL BOARD IS PROUDLY SPONSORING FIVE 2015 JUNETEENTH EVENTS WITH HONORABLE AL EDWARDS: 
have spread from. It was the location where we would an- June 9, 2015 at 7:00 p.m. at Old central - The Al Edwards 19th Annual Juneteenth Banquet 
nually gather to kick off our Juneteenth day each June 19th. June 13, 2015 at 12 noon at Old Central/Jack Johnson Park- "The Heart of a Champion" with Bob Spagnola, a 35 year veteran boxing manager & historian 
Edwards would start the day telling what it meant. We added June 18, 201 5 at 7:00 p.m. at Ashton Villa Ballroom - Texas Juneteenth Gala celebrating the Texas State Holiday and Juneteenth Statue 
a re-enactment of the reading of the general order at Ashton June 19, 2015 at 8:30 a.m. at Ashton Villa - 36th Annual Al Edwards' Juneteenth Prayer Breakfast 
Villa. Civil war re-enactors in union uniforms would emerge June 19, 2015 at 12 noon at Jack Johnson Park - "Celebrating our Freedom" 
onto the balcony of Ashton Villa and read the historic general Old Central Board of Directors: George "Pete" Henley - President, Douglas Matthews - Vice President, David O'Neal - Treasurer, 
order which enforced the freedom of slaves held in Texas. 1· Lillie Little - Secretary, Ella Lewis - Corresponding Secretary, Margaret Bell, Tommie Boudreaux, Clarence Caroline, Mary Crayton, 

Gloria Ellisor, Alice Gaston, Dwayne Jones, Mozellar Petteway and Roland Thomas 
Eugene Lewis lives in Texas City. [ ._ ___________________ 1111111111----------------------~----
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2 0 1 5 JUN ETEENTH EVE NTS 
» For a complete description of all of the 
Galveston Juneteenth events, visit www. 
JuneteenthGalveston.com. 

» Galveston Reads and Rosenberg 
Library will present a documentary 
screening of"Slavery by another name" 
at 7 p.m. May 14 in the Sieber Center on 
the campus of Galveston College, 4015 
Ave. Qin Galveston. 

» The 23rd annual Juneteenth Develop
ment Corp. Scholarship Gala will be at 
7 p.m. June 7 at the Old Central Cultural 
Center, 2627 Ave. M, in Galveston. 

Tickets are $15 for adults and $7.50 for 
ch ildren at the door. 

Call Dorothy Brown, 409-762-0063, or 
Archie Ruth DeClout, 409-765-6120. 

» The 19th annual Al Edwards' June
teenth Banquet will be at 7 p.m. June 9 at 
the Old Central Cultural Center, 2627 Ave. 
M, in Galveston. 

Tickets are $35 per person. 
For tickets, call Pete Henley, 409-392-

0317, or Doug Matthews, 409-747-2791. 

» The city ofTexas City will have its 
annual Juneteenth Gospel Fest at 7 p.m. 
June 12 at Greater Bell Zion Baptist Church, 
5917 Carver St., in Texas City. Admission is 
free. Call 409-949-3002. 

» The Galveston Historical Foundation 
will present a discussion on African 
American History: Importance and 
Reflection with Deborah Mack, Na
tional Museum of African American 
History, and Caleb Daniels, of the Rice 
University Dept. of History at 10 a.m. 
June 13 at the Custom House, 502 20th St., 
in Galveston. 

Admission is free. 
Call 409-765-3410. 

» The 10th annual Juneteenth Family 
Day at Strigfellow Orchards will be from 
11 a.m. to 5 p.m. June 13 at 7902 state 
Highway 6 in Hitchcock. 

Admission is free and open to the public. 
Call Sam Collins Ill, 409-256-3822. 

» The African American Museum 
Juneteenth Family and Friends Festival 
will be from noon to 8 p.m. June 13 in the 
parking lot of the Galveston Independent 
School District's football stadium on 27th 
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Juanita Randolph, left, and Jackie Bonner, both with the Jones Memorial Area Seniors, listen to the 
Emancipation Proclamation being read during the 34th annual Al Edwards Emancipation Procla
mation Reading and Prayer Breakfast at Ashton Villa in Galveston. JENNIFER REYNOLDS/The Daily News 

Street and Avenue Lin Galveston. 
Rental space for vendors is available. 
Call James Josey, 409-497-6963. 

» Bob Spagnola, a veteran boxing man
ager and historian, will conduct a meet 
and greet along with several of his former 
and current clients to discuss the"sweet 
science" and view videos of several world 
champions he has been in association with 
over the past 35 years from noon to 5 p.m. 
June 13 at Old Central Cultural Center, 2627 
Ave. M, in Galveston. 

The event titled, Juneteenth at Jack 
Johnson Park at Old Central, is free and 
open to the public. 

Call Doug Matthews,409-747-2791 . 

» The city ofTexas City will have its 
annual Juneteenth Parade and Charles 
Brown Juneteenth Celebration at 3 p.m. 
June 13 in Texas City. 

All groups, teams, churches, or busi
nesses are encouraged to be in the parade. 
Immediately following the parade, the 
Charles Brown Celebration that features 
live music, a barbecue cook-off, and fun 
and games for the entire family to enjoy 
will take place. The 2015 Sesquicentennial 
Juneteenth Celebration will be at Rainbow 
Park. 

For information, registration, and the 
route, call 409-949-3002. 

» The Nia Cultural Center will present a / 
free screening of the documentary"Cel
ebrating Freedom Then and Now" from i 
6 p.m. to 8 p.m. June 13 at the Old Central 
Cultural Center, 2627 Ave. M, in Galveston. I 

Contact Sue Johnson, suejohnson54@ 
hotmail.com or 409-765-7086. 

» St. Vincent's House will have its 14th 1 

annual Gospel by the Sea Benefit 
Concert at 6 p.m. June 14 at the Grand 
1894 Opera House, 2020 Postoffice St., in 
Galveston. 

Admission is free, but attendees must 
get a ticket from the local nonprofit. Dona- ' 
tions will be accepted. 

To get a free ticket, call the Rev. Freda 
Brown or Linda Cole, 409-763-8521 . 

» The city ofTexas City will have its an- 1 

nual Juneteenth Golf Tournament at 1 
p.m. June 17 at the Texas City Bayou Golf 1 

Course, 2800Ted Dudley Drive, in Texas 
City. Registration fees are $75 per person. 
To sign up, call 409-949-3002. 

See Events I 36 

2015 Galveston Reads Selection 

Y~ 
by Leonard Pitts 

Pulitzer-prize winning author Leonard 

Pitts transports readers back to the 

chaotic weeks after the Civil War, a time 

when slaves were freed but unable to 

find the families from which they had been separated. 

Freeman is a timeless story of human tragedy and triumph. 

~ Galveston Arts Center 

Inspire Inform Engage Educate 

"When the Galveston 
Arts Center asked 
Galveston artists to create 

~ ., • ' paintings based on 11What 
;~t:$11~.:_ ~ Galveston Means to Me 11

1 

I shifted away from my 
1 typical figurative works 

and focused instead on 
the numbers 06 19 65 
representing June 19th 
18651 known as Juneteenth. 
As a kid growing up in 
Dallas in the civil rights era 
of desegregation1 I had 
never heard of Juneteenth 
until my high school friends 
told me about its origins 
in Galveston1 and its 
significance among their 
families in communities 
all over Texas. For manYt 
Juneteenth is a fiHing second 
independence day for all 
Americans. 11 

Mark Greenwalt 

At the invitation of the Galveston Arts Center, a group of professional 
artists created individual murals depicting the theme "What 
Galveston Means to Me . . . . an artist's perspective. The murals 
were mounted on the exterior of the Historic 1878 First National 
Bank Building, 2127 Strand. The one time only exhibit was the 
largest outdoor art exhibit of individual artists in Galveston history. 
Mark Greenwalt is one of the artists that participated. 

A non profit educational organization, the Galveston Arts Center is 
supported by grants, membership, and contributions. 

www.galvestonartscenter.org 
2401 Market St. (409) 763-2403 
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W HAT JUN ET EENTH ME ANS TO ME 

TAMA A GARY- 0 INSON 
I'll never forget the legacy and memories of Juneteenth 

Juneteenth for me is remembering history and the 
struggle of our ancestors for freedom and justice. 

My father would always have a young man to recite the 
infamous "I Have a Dream Speech;' by the late Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr. There was togetherness and everyone was 
happy and participated. 

I remember my late father, Alfred "Fats" Gary, along 

with the Revs. Connie Jackson and D.N. Benford Sr., and so 
many more, who once brought the young and old of Galves
ton County together at Carver Park. 

The morning started off with a grand parade and my broth
ers and I would ride with my father throwing candy from the 
back of a truck. After the parade there was a carnival for all 
and gospel choirs singing old spiritual hymns and songs. 

Carver Park was part of the root of our black history being 
recognized and taught us well as did Lincoln High School. 
The community needs to come back together and not be di
vided and get Juneteenth back where it started. Carver Park 
was our playground and it is an extension of our ancestors , 
and culture bringing families together. I 

Tamala Gary-Robinson is the daughter of Alfred "Fats" Gary who was 
the owner of the Front Door Club in Texas City. 
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» Galveston Reads and Rosenberg 
Library will present a discussion with 
Leonard Pitts, author of "Freeman:' at 
7 p.m. June 17 in the Sieber Center on the 
campus of Galveston College, 4015 Ave. Q 
in Galveston. "Freeman" is the 2015 book 
selection for Galveston Reads in celebration 
of the 150th anniversary of Juneteenth. 
Admission is free and open the public. 

» Central High School, which was the 
first black high school in Texas, will have 
its annual gathering festivities June 17-
21 at the Old Central Cultural Center, 2627 
Ave. M, in Galveston. The memorial service 
will be at 7 p.m. June 17; old fashion fish fry 
will be from 6 p.m. to 10 p.m. June 19 (food 
will be served to 9 p.m., BYOB); the group 
will take a tour of Central Middle School 
(3014 Sealy Ave.) from 2 p.m. to 5 p.m. June 
20;"An Evening in White" Dance will begin at 
9 p.m. June 20 (attendees are encouraged 
to wear all white, BYOB); and the Father's 
Day barbecue picnic will be from noon to 
6 p.m. June 21 at Jack Johnson Park, which 
is adjacent to the center. The price for all 
the events combined is $45 per person. 
Call Odessa Holmes, 409-933-0515, or visit 
www.galvestonoldcentral.com. 

» The Galveston Historical Foundation 
will present its annual Underground 
Railroad program from 8:30 a.m. to noon 
June 18 at Menard House and Menard 
Hall, 1605 33rd St., in Galveston. The event 
consists of a day of re-enactments by local 
volunteers of the lives of people who trav
eled the famous Underground Railroad. 
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The program is designed to show 
children ages 8-11 the challenges slaves 
faced in escaping freedom. To register, call 
409-765-3468. 

» The Texas Juneteenth Gala will be at 7 
p.m. June 18 at Ashton Villa, 2300 Broad
way, in Galveston. Tickets are $25 per per
son. Call Doug Matthews, 409-747-2791. 

» The 36th annual Al Edwards' June
teenth State Holiday, Emancipation 
Proclamation Reading and Prayer 
Breakfast will be at 8:30 a.m. June 19 at 
Ashton Villa, 2300 Broadway, in Galveston. 
Admission is free. Call Doug Matthews, 
409-747-2791 . 

» The 37th annual Annie Mae Charles 
Juneteenth Picnic will be from 11 a.m. 
to 3 p.m. June 19 at Wright Cuney Park, 
41 st Street and Avenue H, in Galveston. 
Call Anna Fields, 409-539-5221, or Barbara 
Gordon, 409-599-8050. 

» The third annual Juneteenth at Jack 
Johnson Park event will be from noon to 
5 p.m. June 19 at the park at Old Central 
Cultural Center, 2627 Ave. M, in Galveston. 
Call Doug Matthews, 409-747-2791. 

» Reedy Chapel A.M.E. Church will have 
its Juneteenth Homecoming for the 
150th Emancipation March from 6 p.m. 
to 8 p.m. June 19. Marchers should meet 
at 6 p.m. on the steps of the old Galveston 
County Courthouse, 722 Moody Ave., and 
then they'll march to the church at 2015 

EVENT S 
Broadway. Afterward, there will be a pro
gram at the church. Email Sharon Gillins, 
sbgillins@gmail.com. 

» The city ofTexas City will have its an
nual Juneteenth Poetry Slam at 7 p.m. 
June 19 at the Charles T. Doyle Convention 
Center, 2010 Fifth Ave. N., in Texas City. 
Tickets are $10 per person in advance or 
$15 per person at the door. Reserved tables 
will be available for $150. For tickets, call 
409-949-3002. 

» The Galveston Juneteenth Parade will ~ 
start at 7:30 p.m. June 19. I 

The parade will begin on 20th and 
Strand streets and travel to 25th Street. The 
procession will then make a left on 25th 
Street and travel to Seawall Boulevard, 
turn right on 28th Street, and will end on 
Avenue Q. If you would like to participate, 
call Jamal Shabazz, 409-599-0155, Anna 
Fields, 409-539-5221, or Sandra Tousant, 
832-452-2956. 

» Shiloh A.M.E. Church will have its an- I 
nual "Take it to the Wood" Juneteenth 
celebration from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. June 20 \ 
at 1310 29th St. in Galveston. Call the Rev. 
Kevin Hodge Sr., 409-762-3646. : 

» The Galveston Historical Foundation 
will have its Juneteenth Community 
Concert from 6 p.m. to 1 O p.m. June 20 at 
Saengerfest Park, 23rd and Strand streets, 
in Galveston. 

The concert will feature live music. 
Call 409-765-7834. 
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1894 OPERA HOUSE 
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The Bryan Museum is proud 
to take part in the historic 

anniversary of Juneteenth in 
Galveston, the place where 

freedom was first announced 
in the state of Texas 

l r-- ---
-· ----- -- __ ; 

\ 

,, May _ 
2015 -· 

• 

Museum Hours: 
Tues - Fri. IO am - 4 pm, 

Sat. IO am - 5 pm, 
Sun. II am - 5 pm. 

Closed Mon. 

Admission: 
Adults - $ro, J1-

Seniors/Military - $8, 
Ages 6-12 - $4 

children under 6 - free 

Group rates and memberships 
are now available. 

See website for details. ----·----
www.thebryanmuseum.org 

11 a m m 
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Reedy Chapel keeps spirit of Juneteenth alive with historic march 
By Robert Stanton 
For The Daily News 

Galveston's his-
toric Reedy Chapel 
AME Church has 

played a pivotal role in 
the freedom from slavery, 
and generations later, the 
church is keeping the 
spirit alive. 

On June 19, 1865, Gen. 
Gordon Granger read 
General Order No. 3, an
nouncing to Texas slaves 
that they were officially 
free - two years after 
President Abraham Lin
coln had signed the Eman
cipation Proclamation. 

On Jan. 1, 1866, about 
800 to 1,000 celebrants 
marched with jubilation 
to Reedy Chapel Church, 
where they celebrated the 
occasion with spirituals 
and stirring oratory by 
church and community 
leaders. It marked the first 
formal celebration of June
teenth in Texas. 

The historic march 
continues today, linking 
the past to the present as 
longtime church members 
link arms with the youth, 
ensuring that the occasion 
remains etched in history. 

"Galveston was at the 
center of one of the most 
important events in Ameri
can history and Reedy 
Chapel had a very spe-
cial role in those events," 
said local historian and 
Reedy member Sharon 
Gillins. "That history is a 
gift of which we can be 
very proud; with that gift 
comes the responsibility 

· to keep the history alive." 
On June 19, 2015, Reedy 

Chapel AME Church will 
host the Juneteenth Home
coming for the 150th 
Emancipation March. Par-

ticipants will convene at 
6 p .m. on the steps of the 
Old Galveston Courthouse 
on 21st and Sealy, where 
General Order No. 3 will 
be read. 

Afterward, celebrants 
will march three blocks to 
the church at 2015 Broad
way, where there will be 
an inspirational program 
of music, performances, 
stirring speakers and a 
reading of the Emancipa
tion Proclamation. 

"The fact that the city 
of Galveston and Reedy 
Chapel are still com
memorating Juneteenth 
150 years after it occurred 
means that generations of 
ancestors have carried it 
forward to ensure that the 
importance of Juneteenth 
is forever known and cel
ebrated," Gillins said. 

"Now," she added, "we 
are the generation that has 
the responsibility to tell 
the children about how 
freedom came to the last 
enslaved people in Amer
ica. Pastor Mary Reed and 
members of Reedy Chapel 
AME Church are so proud 
to pass that information for
ward, especially during this 
sesquicentennial event." 

Former Galveston City 
Manager Doug Matthews, 
who helped with efforts to 
get the Juneteenth legisla
tion passed in 1979 desig
nating June 19 as a paid, 
state holiday, agreed. 

It's (Emancipation 
March) critical because 
that was the first celebra
tion," said Matthews, as
sistant vice president of 
governmental relations, 
UTMB health policy and 
legislative affairs. "Black 
people heard that they 
were free, but it was kind 
of like a shock to them 

Izola Collins plays on the historic pipe organ at Reedy Chapel. 
JENNIFER REYNOLDS/The Daily News 

when they first heard it, so 
there were no parties, no 
celebrations. 

"The weather wasn't 
that great, and they still 
showed up. That 800 
people would be the 
equivalent today of 5,000 
(people). To me, it's criti
cal that we celebrate." 

Reedy member Angelina 
Gordon, 44, has taken part 
in the march since she 
was a child, and is con
tinuing the family tradition 
with her 9-year-old daugh
ter, Dominique, a fourth 
grader at Parker Elemen-

tary School. 
"It's important for her 

to learn and understand 
what happened, and to be 
a part of her city," Gordon 
said. "It's (march) a com
munity thing, it's a church 
thing, and we just hap
pened to be a member of 
the same church where it 
all took place. 

"My hope is that when 
she grows up that wher
ever she is living, she will 
pass it on to her children 
when she's ready to do 
that," said Gordon, an edu
cational consultant. • 
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galveston 
children's 

museum 

"Where learning is child's play!" 

At the Moody Mansion 
2618 Broadway 
409-572-2544 

www.galvestoncm.org 
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The Jesse Tree 
The Jesse Tree Celebrates 
150 years of Juneteenth! 

Harriet Tubman - Harriet 

used common sense to 

confront the indignities of 

slavery while The Jesse 

Tree uses technology 

with compassion to guide 

people through the maze 

of problems and solutions. Harriet Tubman 
Photo published in the US before 1923 

and public domain in the US. 

In its 20th year, The Jesse Tree is continuing to connect 
individuals and families to life-giving resources and teaching 

them to better manage their health and resources - while 
contributions are at an all-time low! Please become a 
regular monthly donor; assist in fund-raising events; 
help us coordinate in-kind donations and volunteer! 

We need your help to help others: The Jesse 
Tree, P.O. Box 575, Galveston, TX 77553 or online 
contributions can be received at www.jessetree. 
net - than you for your support and generosity. 

A shoot will come up from the stem of Jesse; from 
his roots a branch will bear fruit. (Isaiah 11:1) 

We Also Service Any Make & Model ____ _ 

8020 Broadway 
Galveston, TX 77554 800-299-5711 

rf,\ ® Ee, ~ \tlJ ~ 
~ HONDA. TOYOTA 

classicgalveston.com 

MARATHON PETROLEUM IS PROUD TO COMMEMORATE THE 

150TH ANNIVERSARY 
OF JUNETEENTH 

BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 

J\, f11oqtamation. 

~huw, on tho t.wonty-aeoonil dny of Scpliunbor, in tho ye4r of our J.otd ono lhon-
1!.'lnd eight. hundred ttnd 11ixty-two, n proclnmntioo ,vns i11med 1>y tho PrositlenL of tho Uoiled 
Stnto..ct, contniningt nmong other thinp, (he following, lo wit.: 

"'fbnt on tho first day or Jnnuary, in the ycnr of our Lotti ono Uiouslllld cigbL hundred 
ood sixty-tbrco, NI poraons helll ns s1a\'('8 1'ilhio nny Stato or dnigoa,ted part. of n Slnlo, tho 
pcop1o whereof sliaJl thou bo in J'CboUion ngniru;L tho United Stntes, sl11dl bo Uion, thonceror.
-,vnnJ, nod fonn·or, rrco; 1md tho Exooutivo govomment or tho United SI.alas, including tho 
mi11laty rmd n11.vnl 11,ulbority lhoroof, uUI rocognizo nnd mintnio tho f'rcedom or such per~ 
sons, nnd will do no oot. or acta to rcpross such penons, or ony or tbom, in any ofl'orls they 
mny mako for thoir nclunl froodom. 

n Tbnt tho Exccnlh•o will, on tho (lrat dny or JanunrynforOhid, by procbmntion, doaignoto 
tho States and pnrts of Stntos,if nny,in whiol1 tho peoplo tboreor, rospecUvoly,1bnll tJ1on be in 
rebellion ngaU'lst tho Uni toil SfalOJ; nnd tbo fttot tbntnny Slnto,or tbo paoplo tboroof,ahall on Uwit. 
day be in good faith roprosontod in tho Congress or the United Slates, by mombors obose 
thereto 0t, elections wherein n majority or tho qualfficcl ,·otora of anch Stole abnll bo.vo pArti 
tmted, sboU, in tho akonco or strong countervailing testimony, bo doomod conclusive ovido 
that such State, and the peoplo thereof, Art not then in robollion againat tho United Sla 
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WHAT JUNE TEENTH MEA NS TO ME 

SHARON GILLINS 
In the weeks that 

led up to the 
19th of June, 

Galveston's newspa
pers were filled with 
reports and editorials 
about the end of the 
war, the beginning of 
peace and the im
minent freedom of 
enslaved blacks. On 
June 14th, Galveston 
Daily News reported 
that Federal troops 
would soon arrive 
in Galveston. The announcement quickly spread 
throughout the white and black community and resi
dents were overcome with a mix of anticipation and 
anxiety. 

Although little attention was given to their 
thoughts in the newspapers of the day, one can 
imagine that enslaved blacks anticipated sweet free
dom but must have worried about their future status 
and livelihood. Blacks were not the only residents 
with overwhelming concerns. Former Confederate 
soldiers were anxious about the implications of the 
Amnesty Proclamation they were being compelled to 
sign in order to establish their loyalty to the Union. 
Businessmen wanted to get back to profitable op
eration but they were concerned about currency. 
City leaders were unsure of what their authority 
would be after the Federal troops arrived and every
one was concerned about the new relationship that 
would exist between whites and blacks. The uncer
tainty was palpable and the transition would not 
come easily. 

In the midst of such widespread emotional up
heaval, Galveston's population swelled with an 
influx of people. Every train from Houston was 
packed with returning residents and newcomers. 
On June 17th, the first Federal troops arrived. A day 
later, four army transports with troops from Mobile, 
Ala., added over 2,000 soldiers to their numbers. 
They announced that Maj. Gen. Gordon Granger was 
in command of the troops and was due to arrive in 
Galveston any time. 

On June 19th, Maj. Gen. Gordon Granger arrived 
in port aboard the U.S. steamer transport Cres
cent. Two more transports arrived that day carrying 
"colored" troops, a sight that would have been an 
uncommon spectacle to all. Granger established his 
headquarters in the Osterman Building on Strand 
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and 22nd streets. Granger issued his first five gen
eral orders to the citizens of Galveston on that day. 
The most significant of these was General Order No. 1 

3, which essentially ended the practice of slavery for 
250,000 enslaved blacks in Texas, the last freed in 
the U.S. 

Maj. Gen. Granger's men spread throughout Galveston 
delivering the general orders now being enforced in 
Galveston. The orders were read at multiple locations 
close to the center of downtown and anywhere a great 
number of people, especially blacks, might gather to 
receive it. Likely places are Granger's headquarters at 
the Osterman Building, the waterfront where troops 
arrived, the Public Square (site of the Old Galveston 
Courthouse), colored churches (Reedy Chapel on 20th 
and Broadway was the closest to downtown), and 
Confederate Army headquarters located at the James 
Moreau Brown House (Ashton Villa) on 24th and 
Broadway. 

The announcement of freedom brought the erup
tion of spontaneous celebrations by freedmen and 
their supporters throughout the city, from the docks 
to the Public Square, in churches, on street corners 
and in homes. In the days and weeks to follow, 
blacks and whites, Union and Confederates strug
gled to establish a new normal. Life as they knew it 
had changed for everyone and their work had just 
begun. 

Sharon Gillins lives in Galveston. 
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The Galveston Daily News on June 21, 1865 published five general orders 
issued by Maj. Gen. Gordon Granger, including General Order No. 3, free
ing all slaves. 

College of the Mainland® 

We Proudly Honor the 

Juneteenth 150th Anniversary 
the oldest known celebration commerating 
the ending of slavery in the United States. 

800.23 l.6053 I www.AM0C0fcu.o,g 
8 Convenient Locations 

G:? tThOER Federally insured by NCUA 

Follow us on : 

AMOCO 
FEDERAL CREDIT UNION 
MA Memb!'r Own~d Cooperative Organization" 

281-332-2272 
1246 E. Main Street 
League City 77573 

www.flagshipfloors.com 
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W HA T JUNETE ENTH 
M EANS TO ME 

STERLING & 
MARY PATRICK 
Juneteenth equates 
to favor on our lives 
J uneteenth provided a promise of 

freedom and equality. A chance 

for a new beginning for slaves in 
Texas. Juneteenth was a promise of 
deliverance. 

Secondly, Juneteenth must always remind 
us ( as a people) that the rights, freedoms, 
and value of a people must never be subser
vient to property rights. 

Thirdly, Juneteenth is a joyous occasion 

Sixteen-year-old Dey'sh reona Lynch ofTexas 
City recites the poem The Negro Mother by 
Langston Hughes during the 5th Annual 
Stringfellow Juneteenth on June 19, 201 Oat 
Stringfellow Orchards in Hitchcock. 
KEVIN M. COX/The Daily News 

when we can reflect on the past and thank God for his eter
nal grace and favor that has brought us so far. 

Lastly, Juneteenth is another example of how God's grace 
and mercy has delivered His people from bondage and His 
favor has blessed our lives. 

Sterling and Mary Patrick live in La Marque. 

program committed to 
teaching children of all colors 

the gifts of music and the 
arts. 

Learn more about us! 

Director June Pulliam 
409-762-84 77 
FanfareLMA.com 

Tik1V"cAcA<C1P aiaptu (6201) ef'Mainland 
115 Wlemb.er& Strang, 

Tammy Kingston, a HarrietTubman re-enactor, recounts Tubman's life at 
the 9th annual Juneteenth Fami ly Day at Stringfel low Orchards in Hitch
cock. JENNIFER REYNOLDS/The Daily News 
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1Pr~ cdehra:te& t& 
15 Otft cAnnuJJ_ffcSaYJP ef Juneieoitfv 

If you would like to ioin. 
Please contact 

Altar Caligone 409-933-0553 

g xAs FIRST BANK 

We are proud 
to call 

Galveston County home 
and to support our 
communities! 

THINK BANKING. THINK LOCAL. THINK FIRST. 

W W W ~ T E X A S F I R S T B A N K ~C O M 

______ www.crowderfuneralhome.com 

Funeral Home 

,-----==:tiiiic-.iii La Marque, TX 
40 I Texas Avenue 
409-935-2401 

Dickinson, TX 
85 1 Hwy 517 & FM 646 
28 1-337-1515 

Webster, TX 
11 1 East Medical Center Blvd. 
281-280-9000 

Pearland, TX 
2422 Broadway 
281-412-3000 

League City, TX 
1645 E. Main 
281-332-2727 

We respecifully 
pay tribute on the 
150th Anniversary 

of Juneteenth 
i-o i-he Ga/vest-on men, women, and children 

who endured slavery unul i-hey were 
i-he last- i-o be.freed .on June 19, 1865. 

"Th.e people o{ Texa.a a.re informed th.at, 
in a.ccorda.nce with. a. procla.ma.tion 
lrom th.e Executive o{ th.e United Sta.tea, 

a.11 ala.vea a.re lree. 
Th.is involves a.n a.haolute equa.hhJ 

o{ personal righ.ta a.nd righ.ta oi propertlj .. . " 

So the last shall be first. , 

",,,,,,~ ... 

r 
~ 

SlwJ,q, 'It Stall 
DOWNTOWN 

39thAve O • 409. 763.2805 216 23rd Street• 409.974.4609 

Commemorating 
150th Anniversary 

of Juneteenth 
Sunday-Thursday 
10:30a-rn-8:30ptn 

Friday & Saturday 
10:30a-rn-9 :30ptn 

Sunday-Thursday 
7:30a-rn-9:00ptn .~,. 

Friday & Saturday t~ 
7:30a-rn-12:00a1n,,~j 

Serving Breakfast, ~ 
lunch & Dinner 

Catering Available At Both Locations 
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WH AT JUNE T EENT H MEANS TO ME 

IZOLA COLLINS 
These are my 

thoughts on June
teenth as I knew 

it in the 1930s, and as I 
heard about it from my 
mother and my grandfa
ther. 

My grandfather, the 
Rev. Ralph Albert Scull, 
came to Galveston with 
his family, immediately 
after the Emancipation 
Proclamation was read 
here. My grandfather 
wrote in his journal every 
night, detailing every-
thing that happened to 
all of the people that he D 

knew. He retired from 
teaching in the Galveston 

," 

public segregated school system in 1930, at the manda
tory retirement age of 70, after teaching for 52 years. 

He was the first African American male to grow up 
in Galveston, and return to teach here. The Galveston 
ISD handwritten records started in 1880; they show that 
he and his sister, Clara, were the first teachers of their 
race to grow up (in Galveston), be educated by teach
ers from Ohio, attend Wilberforce College in Ohio, and 
return here to teach in the public schools. 

My mother and father lived with my grandfather, in 
the home grandfather rebuilt right after the 1900 storm 

Michael E. Crutcher, Sr., known as the Spirit of Frederick Douglas, recounts 
the story of Douglas' life as a slave and a free man during the 9th annual 
Juneteenth Family Day at Stringfellow Orchards in Hitchcock. 
JENNIFER REYNOLDS/The Daily News 
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washed away their home - on the same property 
which stands today. Most of my history book, "Island of 
Color," subtitled "Where Juneteenth Started" received its 
facts from my grandfather's journal. He had organized 
his handwritten journal into sections, such as Educa
tion, Churches, Music and Recreation, Doctors and 
Medicine, etc. I interviewed our oldest living African 
Americans, recording their answers on a tape recorder, 
then putting their remarks into the separate chapters 
of my book. I also added my own experiences of those 
days, going from segregation to integration, and the 
changes that occurred for all of us. 

Since my mother called her father "Papa," we two 
sisters, Florence and I, and our own father ("Daddy") , 
called him Papa also. 

My own memories of the celebration of Juneteenth 
started with the picnics we had at the City Park, which 
was at the end of our city, now known as 61st and 
Ave. S, a busy thoroughfare. I knew it as a tree shaded, 
grassy place, in the 1930s. We just called it the Sunday 
school picnic, since the culture we were in did not 
want to be reminded of the slavery of just a couple of 
generations ago. I have pictures my mother took with 
her trusty Kodak box camera, to remind me that we 
children were dressed in our finest white starched cot
ton playsuits, with white bonnets for girls, and caps for 
boys. Later I realized that this was most practical for 
our parents, who could bleach the grass and food stains 
from the white cotton, better than colored material. I re
member the wash tubs with lye soap, bluing, rinse and 
starch waters, and how my mother scrubbed the linens 
on rub boards. 

But our Sunday school picnics were of unforgettable 
joy. After we played all sorts of games, we were raven
ously hungry for the best barbecue I have ever, or will 
ever eat. The fragrance of that half of a cow cooking 
was undeniably never equaled. In those days of go
ing to town without locking your doors, sleeping on 
porches at night without fear of harm, the men of our 
churches dug a deep pit in the parkgrounds, where 
they put a gifted half of cow on a wooden spit, turned 
it all night, while they fellowshipped with each other 
and had a fine time. 

The thought of those days is so etched into my mind, 
that I can easily imagine a heaven. 

For other years of Juneteenth fun, I also remember 
excursions to Dickinson Bayou by train, with several 
churches involved. But, like the Central High School 
football game train rides, that's another story. 

Izola Collins lives in Galveston and is the author of"lsland of Color: 
Where Juneteenth Started:' 

ST. VINCENT'S HOUSE 
is a proud participant in the 

~ 150th1 

A1nniversary Celebration ~ 
of 

(lUNETEENTHs 
Join us as we celebrate our 

14th Annual Gospel-by-the-Sea Concert 
pillln~oe.,. on Sunday,June 14th at 6:00 p.m. -";._ .... 

...... ""'-The 1897 Grand Opera House 
2020 Post Office Street 

Admission: $10.00 

~ , 
Funeral Parlor 
Your end-of-life discussion just got easier 

Let us provide your family with the 

personal service, care and options you deserve 

Bay Area Funeral Home gives you have options: 
Traditional Burial 

Cremation * Graveside 
Whole Body Donation 

Religious & Secular Memorials 
Church/Funeral Home/Non-Traditional Facilities 

409-943-4300 
bayareafu nera I parlor.com 

5410 Farm to Market Road 1765 in Texas City 

-
Galveston ISD is pleased to recognize the 

150th Anniversary of Juneteenth 

Come out and play! 
Galveston Island State Park 
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WHAT JUNE TEENTH MEAN S TO ME 

MARK WOLFE 
I n June of 2014, I was privileged 

to be part of a ceremony un
veiling the Texas State Histori

cal Marker honoring Juneteenth in 
Galveston. 

It was a hot summer day in Texas, 
but the attendees - which included 
State Sen. Larry Taylor, U.S. Rep. 
Randy Weber, and many enthusiastic 
members of the Galveston commu
nity - didn't seem to notice it at all. 

Galveston last summer were as 
real and authentic as the ones felt 
in June 1865. 

Texas prides itself on a history of 
freedom and liberty, but until that 
day not long ago, those birthrights 
were not extended to all Texans. 
Juneteenth marked the ending of 
slavery in the United States, but it 
would be almost a century before 

Classes for All 
Ages and Levels 

That's because there was a spirit 
and enthusiasm in the crowd that 
transcended temporary things like 
weather. I've attended many events 
like this in my career, but this one 
was unique both in terms of the 
importance of what we commemo
rated and the presence of a strong 
and special living link to that time. 

our national leaders, including a 
Texas President - Lyndon Baines 
Johnson - extended full civil rights 1 

for all Americans. But in Texas, that I Jll,.;i4ili!i 

Pearland's the Rev. Dr. Virgil Wood 
delivered an extraordinary account 
of Juneteenth: Many years before, 
a 17-year-old Rev. Wood had in
terviewed an elderly man who, at 
the age of 10, remembered hearing 
from Union soldiers that he and his 
fellow slaves were all now free . Rev. 
Wood's energy and his tale illustrate 
the importance of Juneteenth and 
the living role history has in our 
lives. 

Just as that IO-year-old boy 
learned of his emancipation, new 
generations of Texans continue to 

learn the story of Juneteenth and 
the lessons of freedom it provides. 
I hope they understand the im
portance of the sense of liberation 
and joy those newly freed slaves 
across Texas and the nation felt 
that day. It's a tale that all Texans 
can continue to take lessons from 
today. The joy and outpouring of 
hope attendees experienced in 

process began that day in Galveston. 
It's as important a part of Texas 

history as any we remember, and it's 
vital to the Texas Historical Com
mission that this event and others 
like it never be forgotten. We placed 
a state historical marker that day 
in Galveston, one of many that our 
agency places every year to help 
identify the real places that tell real 
stories in Texas. 

We often fail as a society to pro
tect and preserve the places that 
matter the most. How fortunate we 
are that Juneteenth happened here 
in Galveston where people cherish 
the past and celebrate the role it can 
play in our future. 

Mark Wolfe is the executive director for the 
Texas Historical Commission. 

Earl Alexander, from left, Sam Collins 111 and Michael Jackson help unveil the historical marker commemorating Juneteenth. JENNIFER REYNOLDS/The Daily News 
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Celebrating 
Freedom. 

The 150th anniversary of the 
Emancipation Proclamation is 
a major American event, and 
Galveston is at the very heart of 
it. As you celebrate this historic 
moment, we hope it inspires you 
to reflect on the many freedoms 
we all enjoy in this greatest land 
on earth. 

HomeTown 
THE BANKYou'u. Bank ~ 

CALL H OME. Mi?&;S8r 

Galveston• League City• Alvin 
Pearland• Friendswood 1f:1 

htbna.com U 

As long as theJJ.1.ind is enslaved, the body can 
never be free. Psychological freedom, a firm 

sense of self-esteem, is the most powerful 
weapon against the long night of physical 

slavery. Martin Luther King 

The League of United Latin American Citizens 
(LULAC) Council 151 joins ALL Texans 
in honoring the 150th Anniversary of the 

Emancipation Proclamation and prays that we 
will continue to defend our freedom by actively 

participating in the democratic process. 

All for One,_ 011efor All 
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WHAT JUNE TEENTH MEAN S TO ME 

SHEILA JACKSON LEE 
0 n June 19, 1865, 

Gen. Gordon 
Granger rode 

into Galveston and an
nounced the freedom of 
the last American slaves; 
belatedly freeing 250,000 
slaves in Texas nearly 
two and a half years after 
Abraham Lincoln signed 
the Emancipation Procla
mation. The day coined 
Juneteenth was first cel
ebrated in the Texas state 
capital in 1867 under the 
direction of the Freed
men's Bureau. Today, 
Juneteenth remains the 
oldest known celebration 
of slavery's demise. It 
commemorates freedom 
while acknowledging the 
sacrifices and contribu
tions made by coura
geous African Americans 
toward making our great 
nation the more con
scious and accepting 
country that it has be
come. 

Last year, I introduced 
H. Res 268 - a Resolu
tion observing the his
torical significance of 
Juneteenth Independence 
Day. As we celebrate 
the anniversary of June
teenth, I ask that all of 
my colleagues join me 
in reflecting upon its 
significance. Because it 
was only after that day in 
1865 when Gen. Granger 
rode into Galveston on 
the heels of the most 
devastating conflict in 
our country's history, in 
the aftermath of a civil 
war that pitted brother 
against brother, neigh
bor against neighbor and 
threatened to tear the 
fabric of our union apart 

forever that America truly 
became the land of the 
free and the home of the 
brave. 

Not until 1979 when 
my friend State Rep. 
Al Edwards introduced 
the bill did Juneteenth 
become a Texas state 
holiday. It was first cel
ebrated as such in 1980. 
Civil rights pioneer Mar
tin Luther King Jr. once 
said, "freedom is never 
free," and African Ameri
can labor leader A. Phil
lip Randolph often said 
"freedom is never given; 
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it is won." 
We should all recognize 

the power and the ironic 
truth of those statements 
and we should pause to 
remember the enormous 
price paid by all Ameri
cans in our country's quest 
to realize its promise. 
Juneteenth honors the end 
of the 400 years of suf
fering African Americans 
endured under slavery 
and celebrates the legacy 
of perseverance that has 
become the hallmark of 
the African American com
munity and its struggle for 

equality. 
Throughout the 1980s 

and 90s Juneteenth has 
continued to enjoy a 
growing and healthy inter
est from communities and 
organizations throughout 
the country. Institutions 
such as the Smithsonian, 
the Henry Ford Museum 
and others have begun 
sponsoring Juneteenth
centered activities. In 
recent years, a number of 
national Juneteenth orga
nizations have arisen to 
take their place alongside 
older organizations - all 
with the mission to pro
mote and cultivate knowl
edge and appreciation of 
African American history 
and culture. 

Juneteenth today, cel
ebrates African American 
freedom while encourag
ing self-development and 
respect for all cultures. 
As it takes on a more 
national and even global 
perspective, the events of 
1865 in Texas are not for
gotten, for all of the roots ' 
tie back to this fertile soil 
from which a national day 
of pride is growing. The 
future of Juneteenth looks 
bright as the number of 
cities and states come 
on board and form local 
committees and organiza
tions to coordinate the 
activities. 

Congresswoman Sheila Jack-
son Lee is a Democrat from Texas' ' 
18th Congressional District. She 
is a senior member of the House 
Committees on Judiciary and 
Homeland Security and is ranking 
member of the Homeland Secu
rity Subcommittee on Border and 
Maritime Security. 
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W HAT JUNETEE NTH 
ME ANS TO ME 

DR. VIRGIL 
A. WOOD 

Juneteenth Jubilee: The evolution 
of a story too good not be told 

I fa people group has evolved an eth
nographic dream that other people 
groups seem to imbibe with such 

delight, why would they continue being 
complicit in the marginalization of their 
own story, whether it's jubilee, jazz, or hip 
hop? 

In the American big story, every point 
at which the nation has moved closer 
to the realization of higher heights and 
deeper depths of the common dream, 
there stand pairs of heroes in black and 
white, whose story combines to give us 
hope that this dream is not a pipe dream. 
To which we can all say a big hallelujah 
amen. 

Maybe this story can shed enough light 
on the prospect that we will be able to 
join together for an initial celebration of 
those aspects oflove in the soul of our 
nation, that perhaps are more real than 
we had ever believed. 

In the process of moving from a foggy 
view of our prospect as beloved America, 
perhaps the story and song of the descen
dants of American slaves, recalled and 
remembered, can refresh our hope that 
the American dream is not only good for 
all Americans, but may well be our best 
export, to those places around the globe 
where people still cry out for freedom. 

For me, this story started in earnest 
when, as a 17 year old entering college 
back in Virginia in the summer of 1948, 
the elders of my community gave me the 
assignment of spending a whole week 
interviewing Gran Pa Jesse, my maternal 
cousin's grandfather. 

He himself had been 10 years old 
when the slaves were told that President 
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Abraham Lincoln had issued his Eman
cipation Proclamation, and that they 
were free. He remembered the slaves 
reaction upon hearing the news. Appre
ciation to the reluctant emancipator, but 
earth shaking praise to "the Great God 
Almighty" who done give us, the great 
jubilee. 

It's the story of the great jubilee which 
has guided my life's work for the inter
vening 66 years, and the full story can be 
garnered from my book, "In Love We 
Trust, Lessons I Learned From Martin 
Luther King, Jr.:' and "The Jubilee Bible:' 
published by the American Bible Society 
in 1999, and revised in 2012. 

My move to the Houston area 10 years 
ago has afforded me the privilege of 
working with clergy, educators, par
ents, and students, the work in which I 
am privileged to take part through our 
Jubilee Service Learning Center. This 
phase, Juneteenth Jubilee, is dedicated 
to the mission of mobilizing ourselves 
in Galveston County as an intentional 
beloved community, in which saving 
every last child, becomes the very air we 
breathe, and the work we do, day by day, 
and every day. 

As we do this, we will pray together in 
every Ferguson death valley, visit together 
with all who care, explore together how 
we save every child, grow gardens of eco
nomic abundance, and celebrate making 
and breaking our bread together. Gran Pa 
Jesse says yes. 

Dr. Virgil A. Wood lives in Pearland and is 
Pastor Emeritus of the Pond Street Baptist 
Church in Providence, Rhode Island. 
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WHAT JUNE TEENTH MEAN S TO ME 

TED ELLIS 
F or centuries, art has 

played an important 
role in chronicling 

moments of history, and 
preserving our culture. Art 
is an integral part of our 
livelihood and lifestyle. 

We know that hiero
glyphics found in caves 
thousands of years ago 
illustrate and educate 
us about how early man 
lived and survived. Dur
ing the ancient times and 
the Egyptian period, art 
was deliberately used as a 
teaching tool, a visual lan
guage used to record his
tory. Even now, scholars 
visit museums and cultural 
institutions to examine 
priceless art to learn about 
civilization, its culture and 
customs. 

As we approach another 
historical moment, the 
sesquicentennial celebra
tion and recognition of 
Juneteenth, which took 
place in America on June 
19th, 1865, in Galveston. 
June 19, 2015, marks 150 
years that slaves received 
news of their freedom 
and independence. Two 
years after president, 
Abraham Lincoln signed 
the Emancipation Procla
mation, ending slavery in 
America. 

Across the country in 
many cities and states 
there will be many cel
ebrations, with picnics, 
songs and dances, even 
musicals acknowledging 
the 150th anniversary of 
Juneteenth. But will there 
be any important works of 
art on display that speaks 
to the narrative of June
teenth and its importance? 

ArtistTed Ellis has put together a collection of his paintings depicting the 
African American journey, like his painting "Built On Our Backs;'to create 
the "The Ju neteenth Freedom Project'.' JENNIFER REYNOLDS/The Daily News 

Ellis paints during the third annual Stringfellow Orchards Juneteenth 
Family Day in Hitchcock on June 14, 2008. KEVINM.COX/TheDailyNews 
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The ending of slavery 
in America, is a sig
nificant turning point in 
American history and 
visual art literacy plays 
a vital role in capturing 
that history. We should 
utilize art more effective
ly; leveraging art prop
erly creates awareness 
and value. 

Throughout the world, 
in every major country, 
there are museums, with 
priceless treasures of art, 
individual paintings and 
sculptures that are worth 
hundreds of million dol
lars apiece, paintings that 
act historical documents, 
and worth millions of 
dollars. Sometimes before 
being placed in museums, 
these highly valued works 
of art are auctioned off 
through major auction 
houses and private sales. 
"The Card Player," by Paul 
Cezanne, currently is the 
highest sold painting, it 
was purchased for over 
$250 million dollars in 
2011. 

Art has intentional value, 
it serves as an instrument 
to record history, and 
it informs and teaches 
us about our past. And 
because of its historical 
importance becomes a 
valuable tangible asset. As 
we begin to celebrate and 
plan out our festivities for 
the sesquicentennial of 
Juneteenth with picnics, 
dances, and concerts, lets 
include the visual arts as 
well. 

Ted T. Ellis is an artist and lives in 
Houston. Visit www.tellisfineart. 
com. 
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Committee Members planning the_ 2015 Juneteenth Celebration at the historic Ashton Villa in front of the Texas Juneteenth 
Lawmaker Statue with Representative Al Edwards, author of the 1979 House Bill 1016 making June 19th a Texas Holiday. 

Standing left to right are: Galveston County Commissioners Stephen Holmes, Galveston Chamber President Gina Spagnola, DSW Homes Partner 

Steve Mataro, Corporate Sponsor, Chamber Board Member & Lifetime Juneteenth Achievement Award Recipient, Former State Representative 

Al Edwards, Texas State Senator Larry Taylor, UTMB Assistant Vice President Douglas Matthews & Juneteenth Coordinator 


