
We cannot change our past, the struggle, the pain we have lived through 

and endured, the emotional and physical scars in our fight for equality. We 

cannot erase it, it cannot be unlived it is part of history. We are here today 

not to relive or lament our past but to remember that so much of our future 

lies in preserving our past! 

There is a perception that the LGBT youth in America do not appreciate or 

are even aware of the struggles people went through to get us to where we 

are today. The reality of the situation is that one can only know about our 

history if they are given the opportunity and the correct information is 

disseminated. That is the main reason why this project is so important. But 

let us consider other reasons why an LGBT Museum in Houston is something 

we need to make happen and a reality: 

• The only LGBT museums and archives are located on the East and 

West Coasts, there is nothing centrally located in the United States for 

LGBT history. Houston's location is strategic to host such a museum. 

• The LGBT community in Houston and the gulf coast area, has long and 

colorful past, including LGBT bars going back to the 1930s, 

publications going back to the 1960s, political movements from the 

1970s, one of the hardest hit areas in the state of the HIV/ AIDS crisis 

of the 1980s, the landmark case of Lawrence vs. Texas in the 2000s, 

the election of the first openly Lesbian mayor of a major U.S. city and 

now the recent changes in societal norms regarding the acceptance 

Transgender persons. 

You just heard me mention the landmark case of Lawrence vs Texas. Other 

than the people sitting at the Gulf Coast Archive and Museum table does 

anyone here recognize the following names; Tom Doyal, Patricia Cramer, 

Charlotte Taft, John Thomas .. No? How about Linda Morales? ... No? ... Well 

before there was a Lawrence Vs Texas, It was Linda Morales and the rest of 

the people I mentioned who first sued the state of TX in the early 90's, I 

think it was 1992 over the sodomy law! A lot of people have forgotten, or 

simply never knew about this fact. Linda Morales where are you? I want to 



thank you for your dedication and for fighting for equality for everyone in 

our community and for suing the state of TX that laid the groundwork for 

Lawrence Vs TX! (I clap to encourage people to clap) 

• Since the Supreme Court ruling of Lawrence vs Texas in 2003, we have 

the first generation that is born completely in a time when you can no 

longer be arrested for being simply who you are, this generation are 

now teenagers, soon to be young adults. These youths will never know 

about the raids on LGBT business & bars or the arrest that were made 

for being simply homosexual, lesbian or transgender. It is important 

that this generation and all others after it know about the struggles 

and hardships inflicted upon our community. 

In order to recognize the ugly, the bad, the good, the past, the present the 

future and most importantly the progress that we've made as a community, 

people need to have access to this information. The building of this museum 

is crucial to preserving our history, securing our legacy, and protecting its 

artifacts. But we cannot do this without your generosity here tonight. This is 

where your participation becomes important. This is a worthy investment in 

and for our community and its continued education to not only future 

generations of LGBT youth, but our straight allies as well, who may not know 

our story. We implore upon you to make a contribution to the building of 

this museum, a testament and memorial to all those who got us to where 

we are today. On the table you may have noticed donation envelopes. 

Please take a moment to complete one and make a contribution. You can 

write a check, use your credit card, or simply insert cash. Also please 

complete your name and address so we know whom to thank. If you need a 

pen there are volunteers walking around who have pens and who are 

collecting these envelopes. Please hand it to them once you complete it. 

Thank you for your generosity, your support and for helping us in 
11Preserving our past for our Future". 


