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• Freddy Fender Museum 
• San Benito History Museum 
• Texas Conjunto Music 

Hall of Fame & Museum 



SAN BENITO HISTORY MUSEUM 
Step back in time and see 

how San Benito came to be. 

f rom the natural 
formation of the resaca 
( an old course of the Rio 
Grande River) where Indi
ans and Spanish land grant ' 
ranches flourished to the 
arrival of the railroad and 
diverse ethnic pioneers 
hungry for cheap and fer
tile land, a small commu
nity grew and prospered. 

San Benito grew into 
a social and commercial center in the tropical Magic 
Valley of Texas. Pioneers built schools and churches, 

formed clubs and held 
dances and even put on a 
"Hog Waddle:' 

Over 100 hundred years 
have past since San Benito's 
founding and naming by 
Col. Sam Robertson and his 
business colleagues. Walk 
through our small tale in 
United States history and as 
the words of a popular song 

echo, "Reminisce about the days of yore ... " 

-A project of the San Benito Historical Society 

FREDDY FENDER MUSEUM 

The Freddy Fender 
Museum gives those who 
love his music a rare glimpse 
at his roots and what made 
him such a significant 
entertainer. Freddy was 
born Baldemar Huerta in 
San Benito and became a 
Grammy award-winning 
international artist. 

Freddy's musical career was ignited in the late 
1950s when he recorded Spanish versions of Don't Be 

Cruel and Jamaica Farewell, which were chart-topping 
hits in Mexico and South America. 

He recorded Wasted Days and Wasted Nights in 
the 1960s, but it wasn't until the 1970s that his sig
nature hit, Before the Next Teardrop Falls, propelled 
Freddy to international stardom. In 1975 he won the 
Academy of Country Music's Best New Artist award, 

the first of many major awards in his 
lifetime. 

Always ready for a new 
challenge, he co-founded the 
Texas Tornados with Flaco 
Jimenez, Augie Meyers and 
Doug Sahm, toured as a solo 
artist, and as part ofTejano 

super group, Los Super Seven. 
A multi-Grammy Award winner, 

Freddy performed for US presi-
dents, governors and worldwide audi

ences. He was honored with a star on the Hollywood 
Walk of Fame in 1999 for his contribution to music. 

Now you can enjoy Freddy's story in his own 
words of his humble beginnings to the height of fame 
as an international recording star. See his Grammy 
awards, his Harley Davidson and costumes worn in 
various performances. The legend, and the spirit, 
of Freddy lives on in San Benito, Texas. Also visit 
Freddy's gravesite at San Benito Memorial Park, 2500 
Hwy. 345. and a water tower with his likeness on Exp. 
77 /83 in San Benito. 

TEXAS CONJUNTO MUSIC 
HALL OF FAME & MUSEUM 

San Benito is home to 
the Texas Conjunto Music 
Hall of Fame and Museum. 

Conjunto music's rich 
heritage began in 1933 
when Narciso Martinez and 
Santiago Almeida merged 
the sounds of their accordion 
and 12-string bajo sexto (guitar) into what is now a 
unique style of American folk music. 

Today, the Texas Conj unto Music Hall of Fame 
& Museum showcase conjunto music and those who 
created, promoted and recorded the highly danceable 
music with its solid, bright, snappy, and rhythmic 
sounds. 

Born of a Spanish word meaning combination, 
ensemble, or group, the conjunto tradition has also 

remained popular in North
ern Mexico where it is known 
as musica nortena. 

Formerly little-known 
outside the circles of work
ing-class Tejanos and Mexi
cans, conjunto music is now 
performed around the world 
by musicians such as Leon

ardo "Flaco" Jimenez, Mingo Saldivar, Esteban Jordan 
and Santiago Jimenez Jr. Here in the U.S. it has 
been played to audiences at Carnegie Hall, Madison 
Square Garden, the Kennedy Center and the Lincoln 
Center. Many of these artists have been awarded the 
National Heritage Fellowship, one of the highest hon
ors bestowed by the National 
Endowment for the Arts. 

The legends of our 
premier conjunto musicians, 
and their vibes, can be found 
in the Resaca City at the 
Texas Conjunto Music Hall 
of Fame & Museum. 
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Open Thursday through Saturday 
10:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m . 
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Admission: Adults $3.00 
Children Under 12 years $1.50 
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Volunteers are welcome to assist in the 

operations of this Museum. Please call: 

San Benito Historical Society & Museum 
956-399-9991 or 956-399-6032 [j www.sanbenitohistory;org 

Texas Conjunto Music 
Hall of Fame & Museum 

956-245-1666 or 956-276-9588 
www.texasconjuntomusic.org 

Freddy Fender Museum ' 
956-399-7818 

www.freddyfendermuseum.org 
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OUR LOGO on the front of this brochure is com
prised of the faces that individually represent the 
three MUSEUMS of SAN BENITO. 

To the left: Easily recognizable is Freddy Fender, 
San Benito native, and cross-over Grammy Award 

winner. 

Center: Col. Sam Robertson, the City founder, who 
first saw the potential of this site during his time as 
an engineer with the railroad. 

Right: Narciso Martinez is considered the father of 
Conjunto music, earning a place for himself in the 
Texas Conj unto Music Hall of Fame. 

Please visit our recently remodeled and restocked 
book and gift shop. We carry many San Benito 
Greyhound and children's items as well as a selec
tion of local and state history, nature and cook 
books. 

Supported by the City of San Benito 
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