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When the United States Air Force 
set up a Board in 1949 to consider sites for a pro
posed Air Force Academy, the Fort Worth Chamber of 
Commerce and a committee of citizens innnediately 
began to look for a suitable site in this area. 

By May of 1950, it was concluded 
that the most desirable location we had to offer was 
on the north shores of Lake Grapevine . This site 
being equally distanced between Dallas and Fort Worth, 
the Chambers of Commerce of these two cities joined 
in preparing a brief supporting this site, a copy 
of which I understand the secretary of your Air Force 
Academy Site Selection Board now has . 

As your files will show, the Lake 
Grapevine site was inspected in the Fall of 1950 
by the Site Selection Board consisting of General 
Spaatz, Brigadier General Harold L. Clark, Lieutenant 
General Hubert R. Harmon, Lieutenant Colonel Arthur E. 
Boudreau and Dr . Bruce Hopper. This site was one 
of seven recommended by the former Site Selection 
Board for final consideration. Since the proposed 
Academy may be up for consideration within the next 
few months , we hope you do not consider it pre 
sumptuous on our part to call your attention to a 
few of the many features which caused us to recommend 
this site beyond that of our Chamber of Commerce pride . 

First, it meets the basic requirements 
established by the Board. It is several miles from 
the nearest city or town; yet, it can be easily 
served by unusually good transportation facilities 
and all utilities . It is also within twenty miles of 
two great cities - Dallas and Fort Worth . 

While Texas naturally has a few hot 
days during the sunnner, still with the prevailing Gulf 
breeze the nights are always comfortable. As a whole 
Texas' flying weather has generally been considered 
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excellent. During World Wars I and II, as well as 
now, Texas has been the greatest training area in 
the United States - principally because of its 
climatic conditions . Largely because of our equable 
climate and t errain as wel l as our strategic location, 
the Fort Worth - Dallas area has become the second 
largest aircraft manufacturing center in the Nation. 
There are also several major Air Force installations 
and other military establishments within a radius 
of a hundred miles, providing ample opportunity for 
"work- shop" sessions . 

The story of the progressive spirit 
and rapid growth of this area are a well known fact . 
The population of Fort Worth and Dallas has increased 
by more than fifty percent in the past decade, and 
there has been no slackening of this pace since 1950. 
All public developments as well as public utilities 
necessary for an increased population of this kind 
have fortunately grown hand in hand with our cities . 

The Lake Grapevine site can be ac
quired at a reasonable cost and there is plenty of 
room available for expansion as there are approxi
mately 15,000 acres bound on the north by Lake Grapevine 
add on the south by Garza Little Elm Lake, two beauti 
ful lakes as indicated on the maps ; thereby giving two 
water fronts making the site far more advantageous 
than a long strip facing>nly one body of water . It is 
a beautiful location - one on which there could be no 
criticism but on the contrary one that we feel the 
Air Force and everyone should be extremely proud of . 

Although you have access to the de
tailed study which was submitted to your Site Selection 
Board, we believe you will be interested in the enclosed 
four-page summary, with accompanying maps of the area . 
However , the"proof of the pudding" would be for you to 
fly down as soon as you can conveniently spare the 
time and give us an opportunity to show you the 
site in person. I feel the things have indicated 
in this letter and the briefs will verified. 

With best 

AGC:kd 


