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Summary of Advantages of Lake Grapevine Site 

For the United States Air Force Academy 

1. Consists of 15,000 acres , or more, if needed~ Gently-rolling, 

partially-wooded area, with flat ridge, suitable for airstrip, near eastern 

extremity o Natural beauty enhanced by Lake Grapevine shoreline to the 

south and Garza-Little Elm reservoir under construction on north boundary. 

2. Ideal climate and terrain for year-round aviation training. 

Centrally located with respect to FT AF, CTAF, and TTAF installationso 

3. Situated in the center of the Dallas-Denton-Fort Worth metro

politan triangle. Population more than a million~ with superior civic, 

social, recreational, educational, cultural, and religious facilities and 

envirdnment for cadets and military and civilian staff of Academy. Desirable 

housing plentiful. All major utilities, including adequate supply of water, 

available. 

4. Unparalleled opportunity for off-campus training in nearby air

craft plants and Air Force installations. Convenient to civilian and military 

sources of supplies and services. 

5. Metropolitan area assures complete modern transportation 

complex--highway, rail and air--and excellent communication facilitieso 

6. Strategically located. Insulated from potential enemies. 

Approximately equidistant from East and West Coasts of United States. 
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Purpose of This Presentation 

This is a brief presentation of the principal advantages 

of the Lake Grapevine (Texas) site for the proposed Air Force 

Academy . 

It is a summary of, and a supplement to, a detailed study 

prepared in 1950 for presentation to a site selection board which 

had been appointed in 1949 to make appropriate recommendations 

to the Department of the Air Forceo 

Copies of the original brief supporting the Lake Grapevine 

site are in the possession of the Air Force and are available for 

examination and study. 
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Grapevine Site Previously Named One of Seven 

Most Suitable for Air Force Academy 

In May 1950, the Chambers of Commerce and Cities of Dallas, 

Fort Worth and Denton agreed to submit a joint request that the proposed 

Air Force Academy be located in Denton County, Texas? on the north 

shores of Lake Grapevine, which was then under construction. The site 

recommended was chosen by a three-city committee which examined 

dozens of areas in North Central Texaso 

On November 17, 1950? it was announced that the Lake. Grapevine 

site was one of twenty-nine being seriously considered by the Air Force 

Academy Site Selection Board. 

On November 28? 1950, the following members of the Board 

personally inspected the site: General Carl Spaatz, Lieutenant General 

Hubert Ro Harmon, Brigadier General Harold L. Clark? Dr. Bruce 

Hopper and Colonel Arthur E. Boudreau. 

On March 1, 1951, it was announced that the Grapevine site 

was one of seven slated to receive final consideration for the proposed 

Academy, and during that month representatives of Holabird & Root & 

Burgee, a Chicago engineering firm, made an official survey of the area. 

On April 17, 1951, the members of the Site Selection Board, 

accompanied by L. B. Carnahan and J. Z. Burgee of the engineering 

firm, again visited the site. 
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Grapevine Site Meets Basic Requirements 

Established by Air Force 

The previous Air Force Academy Site Selection Board, which 

considered several hundred locations throughout the United States in 1950 and 

1951, announced several basic requirements or criteria for the site of 

the proposed Air Force Academy. They said it should be ~ 

1. Isolated from other developments. 

2. Served by good transportation facilities 

(rail, air and highway) . 

3. Relatively close to a metropolitan area. 

The Lake Grapevine site meets these requirements~ 

1. Isolation -- The Grapevine site consists of 

9,000 to 15, 000 acres- - or more, if required. 

It is well insulated from potential enemies and 

is strategically located with respect to all 

parts of the Continental United States. Even 

though it is only 20 miles from two of Texas' 

largest cities, the site itself is situated in a 

, sparsely populated area which will permit the 

development of a completely new and modern 

establishment, designed to serve the needs of 
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the Air Force. (See Exhibit 2). 

2. Transportation -- It can be served by three rail

roads, connecting with seven others at Fort Worth 

and Dallas, and two federal highways, connecting 

with six others at Dallas, Fort Worth and Denton. 

In the immediate vicinity are three commercial 

airports, served by three trans-continental air

lines, three feeder airlines, and one air freight 

lineo (See Exhibits 3, 4 and 5). 

3. Proximity to Metropolitan Area -- Although this site 

is in a semi-isolated area, it is in the vicin~ty oi a 

number of cities and towns which will provide all 

facilities required by the officers and cadets .of 

the Academy. Total population within a 35-mile 

radius is more than a million. Dallas (432,805) is 

twenty miles to the southeast; Fort Worth (278,778) 

is twenty miles to the southwest; Denton (21,345) is 
ten miles to the north; Grapevine (1, 826) is six miles 

to the south; Lewisville (1, 509) is four miles to the 

east; and Ar lington (7,691) is e.ighteen miles to the 

south. The populations indicated are 1950 census 

figures, and the area has grown substantially since 

then. (See Exhibit 2). 
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Grapevine Site is Strategically Located 

The Lake Grapevine site is well insulated from potential enemies. 

(See Exhibit 1) o It is~ 

3~000 miles from Alaska 

2,850 miles from Greenland 

900 miles from the East Coast 

2,150 miles from open sea beyond 
the Caribbean Islands 

2,000 miles from Canada 

850 miles from the West Coast 
of Mexico 

1,200 miles from the West Coast 
of the United States 

Its location approximately equidistant from the East and West 

Coasts of the United States means that the Academy would be conveniently 

accessible to students from all parts of the Nation. 

Its location within 20 miles of two major cities assures the 

availability of around-the-clock rail~ air 1 bus and truck transportation 

services and unexcelled communications facilities. 

The Grapevine site meets dispersion requirements established 

by the Office of Defense Mobilization. 
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Grapevine Site is Centrally Located With Respect To 

Training Installations of the Air Force 

Of 39 major, active FTAF, CTAF, and TTAF installations, 

16 are in Texas and all but 9 are in the southern half of the United 

States. (See Exhibits 8, 9 and lO)o 

Of 17 active Flying Training Air Force Bases, 10 are located 

in Texas, and only 3 are located north of the northern boundary of Texas. 

Headquarters of the Flying Training Air Force is at James Connally 

Air Force Base at Waco? Texaso 

Headquarters of the Crew Training Air Force is at Randolph 

Air Force Base at San Antonio, and three of the seven installations are 

in Texas. 

Amarillo AFB, Lackland AFB, and Sheppard AFB, all part ot 

the Technical Training Air Force , are located in Texaso 

The superiority of Texas weather and terrain for aviation train

ing activities was clearly recognized during World War I and World War II, 

and is still recognized today. Texas' year-round flying weather and 

level-to-gently-rolling terrain contribute significantly to the efficiency 

and safety of flying training and crew training operations in this area. 

Emergency landing fields are plentiful in Texas. 
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Grapevine Site Offers Accessibility To 

Valuable Off=Campus Training Aids 

The Fort Worth-Dallas area is now the second-largest aircraft 

manufacturing center in the United States. (See Exhibit 6). Located at 

Fort Worth are Consolidated-Vultee Aircraft Corporation and Bell Air

craft Corporation plants , while Dallas is the home of Chance Vought 

Aircraft, Incorporated~ and Temco Aircraft Corporation. Also in Dallas 

is Collins Radio Company' s plant which produces aviation navigation and 

communications equipmento 

Fort Worth is the home of Carswell Air Force Base, headquarters 

of the Eighth Air Force and operating base for modern strike elements 

of the Strategic Air Command. 

The major manufacturing establishments and this key Air Force 

installation provide unusual opportunities for practical field trips, 

demonstrations, and off-campus laboratory or shop work. Highly skilled 

graduate engineers employed by these establishments, many of them 

recognized nationally in the field of aviation research and development, 

would be available as guest lecturers at the Academy. Aircraft manu

facturers in the area are developing and producing bombers, fighters, 

helicopters, convertiplanes ? guided missiles, transports and trainers. 

Convair 

The Fort Worth Division of Consolidated-Vultee Aircraft Cor

poration, the world's largest integrated aircraft plant, is concerned 
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primarily with design9 development and production of strategic air weapons. 

During World War II this plant turned out nearly 39 000 warplanes, mostly 

B-24 Liberator bombers. Since 1947, facilities of this huge installation 

have been used to build the B-36 global bomber and the RB-36, a re

connaissance version of the same plane. 

Today, Convair' s Fort Worth Division has a development con

tract for a supersonic bomber (the B-58), is engaged in research and de

velopment in connection with nuclear propulsion of aircraft, and will con

tinue a large-scale B-36 modernization and repair program e~ending for 

several years. 

Convair' s training section provides an extensive in-plant training 

program ranging all the way from courses in blueprint reading to highly 

technical subjects leading to master's degrees in engineering. 

From the beginning of the training-with-industry program sponsored 

by the USAF Institute of Technology, Convair Fort Worth has actively parti

cipated in the program. Selected officers of the USAF spend a year with 

Convair Fort Worth 9 pursuing an intensive course of study and learning at 

first hand the problems of the aircraft industry. 

Approximately 2, 000 men and women staff the engineering depart

ment which designs and develops aircraft. The majority of these people 

are graduate engineers and at least 50 hold the degree of doctor of philosophy. 

Convair9 s ordnance aerophysics laboratory at Daingerfield, Texas, 
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a separate division, is developing ramjet engines for supersonic guided 

missiles. Facilities at this plant include a supersonic wind tunnel and a 

burner test laboratory o 

Bell Aircraft Corporation 

Bell Aircraft Corporation's Texas division is currently engaged 

in the manufacture of the Model 47G utility type helieppter, as well as the 

HSL anti-submarine helicopter, which is the most powerful rotory-wing 

craft now in production. 

In addition, this plant is also working on many development con

tracts, including the convertiplane , which is designed to incorporate the 

best features of the fixed-wing and rotary- wing crafts. 

Bell also operates a helicopter training school at Fort Worth 

and has a library of training aids and technical publications which are not 

available anywhere else., 

On the Bell engineering staff are some of the finest rotory-wing 

technical personnel in the world--graduates of the best engineering_ 

schools in the Nation. 

Chance Vought Aircraft, Incorporated 

Chance Vought Aircraft , Incorpor ated, a prime contractor for 

the Navy, is producing the twin-jet F7U-3 Cutlass fighter and th~ Regulus 

guided missile. On a sub-contract basis~ Chance Vought manufactures 

noses for the Boeing B-47, and aft empennage sections for the Navy's 

P2V long range observation planeo 
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Another version of the Cutlass, the A2U-l, an attack airplane, is 

scheduled for production this year e Chance Vought also won a design 

competition for a new Navy day fighter , the XF8U~l, and the airplane is 

in the process of development, 

Chance Vought' s engineering department employs about l, 500 

persons. 

All research facilities of this company , including a high altitude 

chamber, a structures test laboratory, and a low pressure wind tunnel, 

are located in the Dallas plantc 

Temco Aircraft Corporation 

Current production work at Temco Aircraft Corporation's Dallas 

plant includes manufacture of aft fuselage sections for the Boeing B-47 

stratojet,outer wings for the Lockheed PV2 Neptune, components for the 

McDonnell F3H Demon, assemblies for McDonnell's F-101 Voodoo, and 

flaps and bomb bay doors for the Martin P5M Marlin. 

In research and design Temco engineers are studying supersonic 

fighter airplanes , turbo-powered trainers , and ramjet and vertical take-off 

configurations. Temco recently developed and submitted for Navy tests 

the Model 33 Plebe Trainer. 

Temco also maintains an overhaul and modification center at 

Greenville, Texas. 

Temco engineers possess 1.10 bachelor's degrees and 13 master's 

degrees. Several have held college teaching positions and many are former 
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military pilots. 

Collins Radio Company 

Collins Radio Company has 300 engineers and engineering techni

cians working in its Dallas plant in tro design and production of navigation 

and communications units which are standard equipment on many military 

aircraft. Included are glide slope receivers, for instrument flight land

ing~ VHF airborne navigation receivers 1 and corresponding ground navi

gation facilities, and VHF and UHF aviation communications equipment. 

One section of the Dallas installation includes facilities for installation, 

test and repair of airborne equipmentc 

Carswell Air Force Base 

Within 25 miles of the Grapevine site is Carswell Air Force Base, 

headquarters of the Eighth Air Force , and presently the operating base 

for two front=line B=36 combat wings of the Strategic Air Com~ande 

The present runway is being extended to llj 500 feet , capable of support

ing the latest Air Force bombers such as the B=52. 

Carswell is a key link in the vast chain of bases of the SAC, the 

primary atomic strike force of the United States and the top priority 

command of the United States Air Force. In visiting this base and seeing 

its great bombers in action, cadets will see the ultimate expression of 

this country's determination to remain prepared and to prevent war through 

the threat of mass retaliatory attack. 

At Carswell, cadets may not only see the latest types of air-
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craft, but also the intricate organization required to ope.rate and support 

them--hangars, docks, shops, gunnery trainers, bombing trainers and 

other synthetic training devices required to maintain proficiency of flight 

crews and ground support people. 

Miscellaneous 

Within 300 miles are such installations as the Douglas .Aircraft 

plant at Tulsa, Tinker AFB at Oklahoma City, Kelly .AFB at San Antonio, 

and the Air Material Areas at Oklahoma City and. San Antonioo 
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Grapevine Site Area Offers Important 

Sources of Military Supplies and Service 

The proximity of the fallowing military and government installa

tions (see Exhibit 6) should facilitate the construction and operation of 

the Academy at the Grapevine site: 

Southwestern Division, Corps of Engineers, Dallas, Texas 

Fort Worth District, Corps of Engineers, Fort Worth, Texas.. 

Headquarters, Flying Training Air Force, Waco, Texas 

Carswell Air Force Base, Fort Worth, Texas 

Fort Worth Quartermaster Depot and Market Center, Fort Worth 

Regional Office, General Services Administration, Dallas, Texas 

Regional Headquarters, Civil Aeronautics Administration, Fort 
Worth, Texas. 

In addition, the following military installations in the area might 

well contribute to the effectiveness of the Academy's program: 

Headquarters, 8th Air Force, Fort Worth, Texas 
James Connally AFB, Waco, Texas 
Sheppard AFB, Wichita Falls, Texas 
Perrin AFB, Sherman, Texas 
Wolters AFB~ Mineral Wells, Texas 
Gray AFB, Killeen, Texas 
Fort Hood, Killeen, Texas 
Fort Sill, Lawton, Oklahoma 
Hensley Field, Dallas, Texas 
Naval Air Station, Dallas, Texas 
Tinker AFB, Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 
Oklahoma City Air Material Area, Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 
Kelly AFB, San Antonio, Texas 
San Antonio Air Material Area, San Antonio, Texas 
Randolph AFB, San Antonio, Texas 



-15-

Natural Advantages of the 

Lake Grapevine Site 

A detailed description of the Grapevine site is contained in the 

original brief which is in possession of the Site Selection Board. 

The following facts are presented as a summary, and, in a few 

instances, as a supplement to the information prevlously submitted. 

The Site (See Exhibit 1) 

In a report made by the Corps of Engineers, January 4, 1950, at 

the request of the Air Force, the Grapevine site was described as follows ~ 

• • • • The site is in Denton County, northeast 
of Fort Worth, and northwest of Dallas, approxi--
mately midway between the two cities. A large 
part of this site is quite rolling~ heavily covered 
with trees on the bluffs and in the valleys along the 
many small creeks which drain the area. There 
is, however, a relatively flat ridge on the east side 
which is entirely suitable for construction of a 
long north-south runway. The soil is somewhat 
rocky, but when cultivated supports good growths 
of grasses, trees, flowers and shrubs. 

• • • • There is sufficient land available for the 
required 9, 000-acre site with almost unlimited 
expansion possible to the north, east and west .. 
• • • • On the site there are sufficient suitable 
areas for academy buildings, housing and an air 
strip. An economical and efficient plan could be 
worked out for all elements of the Academy. 

Preliminary appraisals made in 1950 indicated that the land will 

cost approximately $150 per acre, including contingencies and government 

costs. This figure should be fairly reliable, for it is slightly higher than 
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the average price paid for land acquired by the Army Corps of Engineers 

for the Grapevine and Garza-Little Elm reservoirs. A portion of the 

site, along the shoreline of the two lakes, is already owned by the United 

States government and is now reserved for recreation and other beneficial 

uses. Topographical characteristics of the area will keep the land prepara

tion and building costs at a minimum. 

Weather and Terrain 

One of the outstanding features of the climate of this area is the 

260 days of sunshine each year~ with attendant low humidity. Another 

asset is the summer breeze, which blows almost continuously, even at 

night. The highest monthly average temperature (in August) is af)proxi

mately 85 degrees. 

The winters are relatively mild but with temperatures sufficiently 

low,to prove invigorating. North winds, with temperatures below freezing, 

are experienced about three times a month in December, January and 

February. Average minimum temperatures in these months is about 37 

degrees~ Fahrenheit, while the record low temperature in February is 

8 degrees below zero, Fahrenheit. 

The fact that the area enjoys approximately 67 per cent of possible 

sunshine and has an average of only 2. 5 inches of snow a~d sleet and seven 

days of fog per year insures satisfactory year-round flying conditions. 

The site itself is located on the north shore of Lake Grapevine 
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and will be cooled by the south breeze coming off the lake. 

The terrain, with the exception of the eastern edge, is gently 

rolling. Garza-Little Elm Lake will be completed this year and will 

require approximately 18 months to reach its maximum water level. 

The proposed site lies between these two newly-constructed lakes, which 

will add much to its utility and attractiveness as the master plan of the 

Academy is developed. 

Emergency Landing Fields 

In addition to Carswell AFB and Amon Carter Field at Fort 

- Worth and Hensley Field and Love Field at Dallas, there are, within 

30 miles of the site four fully equipped airports- -Denton Airport, 

Meacham Field at Fort Worthj Redbird Field at Dallas, and Marine 

Air Base on_ Eagle Mountain Lake- -available for auxiliary use. Within 

75 miles there are 23 other airports with runways 3,000 feet or"'. more, 

in length, available for emergency use. In addition, there are a 

number of smaller improved fields throughout the area which can be 

used. 

Listed below are some of the principal airports which would 

contribute to the safety of air training activities in the Lake Grapevine 

area: 
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R u N WA Y . S 
LOCATION NAME NOo LONGEST 

Bonham Jones 1 3,000' H 
Caddo Mills Caddo Mills 2 4,000' H 
Dallas NAS Dallas 3 7,500' H 
Dallas Garland 2 3,450' H 
Dallas Hi-Way 77 5 4,000 
Dallas Love Field 3 6,201' H 
Dallas Mustang 4 3,500' H 
Dallas Redbird 3 3,000' H 
Denton · Denton 4 4,150' It 
Ennis Ennis 1 2,940' 
Fort Worth Carswell AFB 4 8,200' H 
Fort Worth Eagle Mountain Lake 3 6,000' H 
Fort Worth Greater Fort Worth 3 6,400' H 

International 
Fort Worth Hicks All way 3,000' 
Fort Worth Meacham 3 5,200' li 
Fort Worth Russell 4 3,100' 
Fort Worth TCU 3 3,100' 
Gainesville Gainesville 4 4,700' H 
Garland Luscombe 1 4,700' 
Grand Prairie Grand Prairie OLF 3 3,200' H 
Greenville Majors 4 5,500' H 
Italy Bell Ranch 3 3,050' 
Jacksboro Grace 2 3,100' 
Mineral Wells Mineral Wells 2 4,230' H 
Sherman Perrin AFB 2 8 000' H 

' Sherman Sherman 2 2,865' H 
Terrell Terrell Municipal 2 3, 0001 H 

. Walnut Springs Flat Top Ranch 1 3,000' 
Weatherford . Weatherford 1 3,250' 

NOTE: "H" indicates hard surfaced runway. 
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Maximum Safety in Training 

Texas' equable climate, the nature of the terrain, and the 

abundance of auxiliary airports and emergency landing strips all con

tribute to the safety and efficiency of aviation training in this area. Add

ing to the safety factor is the forthcoming installation of an Airport 

Surveillance Radar system (ASR) at Fort Worth International Airport 

to control all air traffic in the Fort Worth-Dallas-Denton area. 
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Analysis of Basic Services and Facilities 

Available in the Grapevine Area 

All the Advantages of a Metropolitan Area 

' 
More than a million people live within 25 miles of the Lake Grape-

vine site. Dallas, county seat of Dallas County (614,799 in 1950), and 

second largest city in Texas, is just 20 miles to the southeast; Fort Worth~ 

county seat of Tarrant County (361,253 in 1950), and Texas' fourth largest 

city, is 20 miles to the southwest; Denton, county seat of Denton County 

(41,365 in 1950), and a college center, is 10 miles to the north, and 

Grapevine, a farming community, is "just across the dam." 

Friendly "Big D" is one of the youngest and most cosmopolitan 

of America's big cities. Famed for its aggressive citi~enship, its clean 

metropolitan skyline, and its cultural resources. Dallas is the distribu

tion, financial, fashion, insurance al\d communications center in the 

Southwest. 

Fort Worth, long known as the city "where the West begins", 

is the livestock and grain center of the Southwest. Today the city is also 

known as an important aircraft manufacturing and petroleum hub. 

The Dallas-Fort Worth-Denton metropolitan area today has a 

population of approximately 1,250,000 -- the largest concentration in 

the South or Southwest. Together the cities offer the very best in 
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transportation, communication, entertainment, educational, re.creational, 

and cultural facilities. Hotels, restaurants, medical. services and housing 

are adequate for all needs. A detailed analysis of basic facilities in this 

area is included in the presentation submitted in 1950. The following is 

a summary of this information. 

Grapevine and Garza-Little Elm Lakes 

Lake Grapevine was completed in 1952 and is filling. Based on 

normal rainfall, the conservation pool capacity of 160,000 acre feet will 

be reached early in 1955. At that time the lake will be 10 miles long 

and 3 miles wide and will have a 60-mile shore line. 

Garza-Little Elm gates will be closed this Fall and the reservoir 

will contain 436,000 acre feet of water after a water-impounding period 

of 18 months. At capacity the lake will be 4 miles wide and 13 miles long. 

Utilities and Communications 

Power and natural gas will be made available at the site. Electric 

transmission lines cross the area now, and a gas transmission line lies 

just east of the site. Water can be withdrawn from Lake Grapevine now 

or from Garza-Little Elm Lake when completed, or it can be obtained 

from sands at 400 to 1, 000 feet. 

Telephone and telegraph connections will be direct with Dallas, 

Denton and Fort Worth. Dallas is the Southwestern regional telephohe 

and telegraph switching center. In emergencies, the "long-line" com-
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munications' facilities at Carswell AFB could be made available to the 

Academy. 

Civilian Supplies and Services 

Located at Fort Worth, Dallas and Denton are manufacturers 

and wholesalers able and willi~ to supply most of the fundamental re

quirements of the Academy. 

Hotels and Restaurants 

In Denton, Dallas and Fort Worth are hotels, dining places and 

night clubs to suit every taste and pocketbook. Fort Worth has four large 

downtown hotels; Dallas has six, and one other, the l, 000 room Statler, 

under construction. In addition, all three cities have attractive suburban 

hotels and modern motor courts. Housing of visitors to the Academy 

would be no problem. 

Colleges and. Universities (See Exhibit 7) 

Located at Denton, Dallas, Fort Worth and Arlington are six 

colleges and universities with enrollments of 2,000 to 6,000, each. Not 

to be overlooked is the fact that of the 7,200 students at North Texas 

State College and Texas State College for Women at Denton, approxi

mately 4, 150 are women. The Union Recreation Building at Texas State 

College for Women has a dance floor which will accommodate 1,000 

couples. 

Colleges in the area which offer degrees in aeronautical engineer

ing include the following: 
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Texas A & M College, College Station, Texas 

University of Texas, Austin, Texas 

University of Oklahoma, Norman, Oklahoma 

Oklahoma A & M, Still water, Oklahoma 

. Tulsa University, Tulsa, Oklahoma 

Unive~sity of Wichita, Wichita, Kansas 

Louisiana State University, Baton Rouge, Louisiana 

University of New Mexico, Albuquerque, New Mexico 

Southern Methodist University at Dallas, Texas Technological 

College at Lubbock, and Rice Institute and the University of Houston at 

Houston, also offer various degrees in engineering. 

Culture 

The Metropolitan Grand Opera Association of New York brings 

to Dallas annually a season of four performanceso The Fort Worth Civic 

Opera Association employs a full-time director and sponsors an annual 

program. The Dallas Symphony Orchestra plays engagements in 

Dallas, Fort Worth and other nearby cities. North Texas State College 

at Denton sponsors a 75-member symphony orchestra and a justly 

famous A Capella choir. Denton's Civic Boy's Choir has also gained 

fame in the world of music. 

Dallas and Fort Worth have art museums and aquariums and 

Fort Worth has a children's museumo Also in Dallas are museums of 
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history, natural history and healtho 

Fort Worth, Dallas and Denton have extensive public libraries, 

in addition to the ones associated with the colleges and universities in 

these cities. All three cities also have lecture and music associations 

and little theaterso 

Recreation and Entertainment 

Perhaps nowhere in the nation are finer recreation facilities , 

than those existing within an hour's drive of the proposed site. 

There are nine lakes in the area providing all types of water 

sports and parks and playgrounds exceed 17, 000 acres in extent. Rec

reational areas, to be constructed under the supervision of the Corps 

of Engineers, have been set aside on the shores of Grapevine and 

Garza-Little Elm Lakeso 

There are thirteen public golf courses and facilities for all 

types of outdoor and indoor sports, including ice skating. Within an 

hour's drive there are nine guest and dude ranches. 

For entertainment there is football and basketball at several 

of the universities and colleges, and both Dallas and Fort Worth have 

professional baseball teams. Th~ State Fair of Texas at Dallas and the 

Southwestern Exposition and Fat Stock Show at Fort Worth are outstand

ing events. 

Top live network television entertainment is offered by the three 
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stations serving this area. NBC~ ABC, CBS, and DuMont programs are 

available through cable and relay tower hook-ups linking Dallas and Fort 

Worth with other major cities of the Nation. 

Football contests between the Air Force Academy and other 

major colleges and universities can· be played in the Cotton Bowl in Dallas 

(seating 75,000), in Amon Carter Stadium at Texas Christian University 

in Fort Worth (seating 35,000), or in North Texas State College-tadium. 

in Denton (seating 22 , 000}o Field houses, baseball parks, tennis courts, 

and golf courses in all three cities will be available for other athletic 

events, participated in by the Academy 0 

Physical and Spiritual Health 

1n· the immediate area are thirty-eight hospitals with 9,585 beds. 

Of these, seven are operated by the governmento City and County Health 

. Departments are maintained, and death rates attributable to all diseases 

are below the national average. Southwestern Medical School of the Uni

versity of Texas and the Baylor University colleges of dentistry and nursing 

are located in Dallaso 

In the six communities in the immediate vicinity of the site are 

over 600 churches of all denominations. 

Housing 

Over 75,000 residential units have been built in Dallas, Fort 

Worth and Denton since the end of World War Ilo In these cities and 
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in Grapevine and Arlington are residences which can be made available 

to personnel living off the Academy reservation, either on rental or 

purchase basiso Adequate off-the-post housing will be no problem. 



Air Force Academy Will Be Welcomed 

In the Fort Worth - Dallas - Denton Area 

Traditionally, Texas is an Air Force state. The concen

tration of Army Air Corps installations here during World Wars I 

and II, together with the popularity of all aviation activities in this 

area, insures that the United States Air Force Academy will be right 

at home in Texas. Texans live in an outdoor environment which is 

conducive to the extensive use and appreciation of aircraft. 

The citizens of Dallas, Fort Worth and Denton, as well as 

those of other cities and towns of North and Central Texas, pledge to 

the United States Air Force their full cooperation and support. ~adeb,, 

officers and civilians associated with the Academy can be assured of 

a warm welcome in this area. No problems will be too large or too 

small to command our attention. 

The people of this area hope the United States Air Force will 

grant them this additional opportunity to demonstrate the ''entente 

cordiale" which exists between the Air Force and the citizens of Texas. 
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LOCATION OF SITE 
IN THE 

EXHIBIT 2 

DALLAS - FT. WORTH - DENTON TRIANGLE 
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.LCOLLIN <;_OUNT~ -;[] -
DAL LAS co~ 

~ CA RROLLTON / 

~ .{j RICHAROSOfll 

GA ALANO 

[JN ESOUITE 

_______ _J 

FT. WORTH TO DENTON __________________ 38 MILES 
DENTON TO DALLAS ________ :_ __ ____ ___ ___ 36 MILES 
DALLAS TO FT WORTH __ _____ _____ _____ __ 32 MILES 



EXHIBIT 3 

HIGHWAY FACILITIES 

DENTON - DALLAS - FT. WORTH TRIANGLE 

_____ ,..____r----
N I 

I 
I 

TO AIJSTN, SAN ANTONIO , 
t LAREDO 

rn 
OKLAHOMA CI TY rn 

GAINESVI L L E 

TO SAN ANGELO 
$ PRESIDIO 

TO 
S H ERMAN 

-y---1---- -

1 

i ! 

I 
I 

TO TUL SA, ST. LOUIS 
t C HICAGO 

U.S. 377 TO FT WORTH CONNECTS WITH 7 U.S. €i TEXAS HIGHWAYS, AND 
WITH TEXAS 114 MIDWAY BETWEEN FT WORTH AND DENTON. 

U.S. 77 TO DALLAS CONNECTS WITH 12 U.S. AND TEXAS HIGHWAYS, AND 
WITH TEXAS 121 MIDWAY BETWEEN DALLAS AND DENTON. 

U.S. 377 AND 77 TO DENTON CONNECT WITH TEXAS 24 AND 10. 



EXHIBIT 4 

RAILROAD FACILITIES 

FT. WORTH- DENTON-DALLAS TRIANGLE 
t ----~,---

j N i 
t 
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• 0 
> 0 

_ ro 1..0s ,,.w.\s,. I' W[ ST GO 

I 
I_ 

---r o PR ESI DIO 
~ WEST CO,\ST 

I 
I 
~I~ ~: 
~1~ 

I 

I 

I i 
o _ 

T. &P RR. CONNECTS AT FT WORTH WITH 8 TRUNK LINE RAILROADS. 
M-K-T RR. CONNECTS AT DALLAS WITH 8 TRUNK LINE RAILROADS. 
M-K-T R R. & T. &P R R. CONNECT AT DENTON. 

"' · ~- t. 
TO DE NISO N~ --

i 
ST \.OUIS 

i 
I 

TO S HR[VEPORT

T[JC A, R ANA , • S T. LOUIS 

t GULFCO.t.ST 

ACCESS TO MAJOR RAIL TERMINAL CITIES; EL PASO, DENVER, KANSAS CITY. 
MINNEAPOLIS, CHICAGO, ST. LOUIS, MEMPHIS, NEW ORLEANS. 
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EXHIBIT 5 

AIR TRANSPORT FACILITIES 

DALLAS - FT. WORTl-f - DENTON TRIANGLE 

-----------l ___ _ 
t-· ·--------
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I ~ ,. .. ,.. .... '" K [L.L EAB 

FORT WORTH INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT\'' LOVE FIELD 

/

CARSWELL AI R FORCE BASE ' 

Y MEACHAM FI ELD I 

. i B """" .. ~:~~~~ 
'<},- ~ -l, 31: .b--~ ! . I 

a MESQUITE 

I . 
' I ____ __ _L __ ________________ J l _ _____ _ 

AIR LINES SERVING LOVE FIELD AND FORT WORTH INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT 
AMERICAN AIRLINES 
BRANIFF AIRWAYS 
CENTRAL AIR LINES 
DELTA C ~ S AIRLINES 
PIONEER AIRLINES 
TRANS-TEXAS AIRWAYS 
SLICK AIRWAYS (FREIGHT) 



MILITARY ESTABLISHMENTS 
AND 

INDUSTRIAL FACILITIES 

EXHIBIT 6 

~ TULSA 

<l>oKLAHOMA CITY 

@;iLAWTON 

® 
SITE FOR TEX, NA 

AIR FORCE ACADEMY * 1-...!!A~R.l.:-"K~. - -DAINGERFIELD • L A 

FT. WO~ TH -~ · DALLAS 
MINERAL WELLS 0 31 ,. 8 9 1 

MEXICO T 
€> 

E X A S 
i wACO 

(ii\ 
"ll'5KILLEEN 

•: '. SAN ANTONIO 

MILITARY ESTABLISHMENTS 

0 Perrin Air Force Bose, Sherman 

@ Randolph Air Force Bose, Son Antonio · Hq. CTAF- U.SA.F. School Of Aviation Medicine 

@ Kelly Air Force Bose, Son Antonio 

0 Brooks Air Force Base, Son Antonio 

@ Hensley Air Force Bose, Grand Prairie 

© Midwest Air Depot, Ok lahoma City 

(D Ellington Air Force Bose, Houston 

(i) Morine Air Force Bose, Ft. Worth 

@ Ca rswell Air Force Bose, Ft. Worth 

@ Sheppard Air Force Bose, Wichita Falls 

® Barksdale Air Force Bose, Shreveport 

@ Connolly Air Force Bose, WocO"Hq. FTAF 

@ Lockland Air ForC1f Base, San Antonio 

9 Biqqs Air Force Base, El Paso 

Q Cabaniss Air Force Base, Cor pus Christi 

~ Wolters Air Force Base, Mineral Wells 

INDUSTRIAL FACILITIES 

13 4 16 

Chance Vought Aircraft, Inc., Dollos 
ARMY 

® For t Worth Q. M. Depot, Ft. Worth · Also 0. M. Market Center 

@ For t Hood, Killeen 

@ 4th. Army Headquarters, Son Antonio 

@ Fort Som Houston, Son Antonio 

@ Fort Si ll , Lawton, Oklo. 

E) District Engineer Office, Ft. Worth 

Temco Aircraft Co., Dellos 

Consolidated Vultee Aircraft Corp., Ft. Worth 

Bell Aircraf t Corp., Hurst 

Wolters Air Force Bose, Mineroi Wells 

Douglas Aircraft Co., Tulsa (Okla) 

Collins Rodia Co., Dollos 

€!) Southwest Division Engineer Office, Dallos -A.F Liaison Construction Office 

8 Red River Ordnance Plont, Texarkana 

e For t B liss, El Poso 

NAVY 
~ Naval Air Station, Grand Prairie 

@ Aeronautical Research Laboratory, Daingerfield 

@ Novol Air Force. Bose, Corpus Christi 

HOUSTON&, 

~ 
SHREVEPORT 



EXHIBIT 7 

EDUCATIONAL FACILITIES 

FT. WORTH-DENTON-DALLAS TRIANGLE ___ .,,_____, __ _ 
-·-----~--

N I 
I 

l 
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' I r 
I 

FORT WOR H 

II !_···-

DENT~ 

~ 

lt[Ll[II f;, 

(D TEXAS STATE COLLEGE FOR WOMEN 
(2) NORTH TEXAS STATE COLLEGE 
G) TEXAS CHRISTIAN UNIVERSITY 
@ TEXAS WESLEYAN COLLEGE 
(5) ARLINGTON STATE COLLEGE 
(g) SOUTHERN METHODIST UNIVERSITY 
(l) SOUTHWESTEN MEDICAL SCHOOL OF 

THE UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS 
@ BAYLOR UNIVERSITY COLLEGE OF DENTISTRY 

•!<KINNEY lJ 

•LLUICJ 

~ CA illllOL LTON 

V OIIICl<AIIOSON 

~ rARMEIISBR4NCI< 

I 
I 
I 

0 .... ,,.. I 

I 
I 

. · ____ __ j 

ENROLLMENT 

1,941 
5,283 
5,455 

887 
2,000 
5,693 
408 

275 

FACULTY 

135 
302 
234 
65 
104 
303 
70 
463 (CLINICAL) 

25 
5Q (PART TIME) 



0 FTAF BASES 

e FTAF CONTRACT BASES 

UNITED STATES 
SCAU OF MU.E S 
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CONTINENTAL UNITED STATES 
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EXHIBIT 11 

GENERAL FEATURES 

DENTON - DALLAS - FORT WORTH TRIANGLE 

43 WITH 9, 239 ROOMS HOTELS • o • o o • o o • o 

(44 WITH 10,240, STATLER 1,001) 

GENERAL HOSPITALS o • o 32 WITH 5,440 ADULT BEDS 

GOVERNMENT HOSPITALS o o 5 WITH 2,396 BEDS 

CHURCHES o o • • o 0 0 0 0 664 DENOMINATIONS - 35 

LAKES = EXISTING & 0 0 0 9 SURFACE ACREAGE - 75,000 
UNDER CONSTRUCTION 

PARKS & PLAYGROUNDS o o 330 AREA = 16,750 ACRES 

GOLF COURSES, PUBLIC & 
PRIVATE • • • • • • • • • 22 

. ENTERTAINMENT 

STATE FAIR OF TEXAS 
COTTON BOWL WEEK AND FOOTBALL 
SOUTHWESTERN EXPOSITION &.FAT STOCK SHOW 
SOUTHWEST CONFERENCE ~ FOOTBALL AND OTHERSPORTS 
SAILING AND OUTBOARD REGATTAS 
TEXAS LEAGUE BASEBALL 
STARLIGHT OPERETTA (STATE FAIR MUSICALS) 
GOLDEN GLOVES BOXING 
METROPOLITAN OPERA SEASON 
DALLAS SYMPHONY 
LEGITIMATE THEATRE - LOCAL AND ROAD 

DWELLING UNITS, TOTAL - 32 5, 914 (AS OF 4-1~50) 

NEW DWELLING. UNITS AUTHORIZED BY LOCAL BUILDING PERMITS: 
1950 21 ,'677 1952 16,043 
1951 13 , 734 1953 13,290 



Lake Grapevine in September 1953, looking north from south shore line. 
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Aerial view of Lake Grapevine, looking south, from elevation of 10,000 feet. 
Part of proposed Academy site is pictured in foreground. Immediately south 
of the lake is the city of Grapevine. 



Aerial view of Lake Grapevine, looking northwest. White line indicates 
area which will be covered when the recently completed lake has f i 11 e d 
to normal capacity. 


