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not incur the evils of unregulated "selec­
tion" which might project favorites to .the 
top and pocket able men who do not gain 
the favor of those above. 

----*----
Logical Re-organization 

THE Democratic Steering Committee of 
the Senate moved sensibly for logical 

organization of the work of the Upper 
House when it instituted a shift among 
committee chairmanships to place Senator 
Connally of Texas at the head of tlie For­
eign Relations Committee. Aside from the 
demonstrated ability of the Texas Senator, 
which makes the change an improvement 
in its o:wn right, the shift provides for 
dealing with foreign affairs a committee 
whose chairman is thoroughly in accord 
with the Administration's foreign policy. 
Thus a vital degree of unity, lacking since 
the death of Senator Pat Harrison, is 
restored. 

The ranking Democratic member of 
the committee was Senator George of 
Georgia , and he became chairman upon 
the death of Senator Harrison. Senator 
George is an able man and, insofar as the 
country's foreign policy is concerned, · was 
not disqualified for the post by recalci­
trance or opposition. Nevertheless, the 
Georgia Senator has not seen eye-to-eye 
with the P resident on other matters, and 
it is possible that a feeling of opposition 
intruded into his direction of the Foreign 
Affairs Committee. 

Senator George willingly went along 
with the plan for reorganization, and ac­
cepted instead the chairmanship of the 
Senate Finance Committee. The Steering 
Committee then completed the · readjust­
ment by certifying Senators Tunnell of 
Delaware and Lee of Oklahoma to fill 
vacancies on the Foreign Relations Com­
mittee. Both these Senators are support­
ers of the President's foreign policy. 

Senator Hatch of New Mexi~o, selected 
to take · Senator Connally's place as chair­
man of the Privileges a-nd Elections Com­
mittee, is entirely suitable. 

* 
Harvey C. Couch. 

. THE rise of the late Harvey C. Couch 
from railway mail clerk to utility and 

rail magnate was achieved solely by his 
own efforts and without ever abandoning 
the small town for the large city. Mr. 
Couch's career thus outdid the Horatio 
Alger success stories of a few decades ago. 

In Mr. Couch there was the unusual 
fusion of dreamer and practical man, 
w hich enabled him to make a great con­
t ribution t o the development of his home 
Sta te, Arkansas. He was a modern pioneer 
in a long- sett led State, who foresaw the 
possibilities of ru ral electrificat ion, hydro-
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PAGE TWELVE 

FoRT WORTH STAR-TELEGRAM 
'l'ractt!mark tteg1st~red U. S. Patent Office 

MORNING-EVENING-SUNOAY 

Combim n the Fort Worth Star. established Feb. 1, 
1906, Fo orth TeleJ;ram, purchased J a n . l, 190Y, the 
For \V Record, purchased Nov, 1. 1925. 

Amon G. Carter, Pres iden·t and Publisher 

Entered as second ctass mail matter at the Postotf1ce 
at Fort \Vor th , Texas , Jan. 1. I 909, under Act ot Mr.rcb 
a . 1s19_ 

TELEPHONE NUMBERS 
Classified Adverti si ng Depa rtment . 2· 4131. 

All Other Departmen ts , 3•2301 . 

NOTICE TO THE PUBLIC 
Any erroneous reflect ion upon tne character , standing 

or reput ation ot a n y person. firm o r corpo~ati~n wtic~ 
m ay appea r to the colum ns ~ f this pa~er w1_11 .,e gla dl) 
cori ected upon due notice of same being given to the 
editor personally a t t he office, Seventh and TayiuJ 
Street!. Fort Worth. Texas. 

SUBSCRIPTION RATES 
B'Y CARRIER- 13 
One Week. Even~ng Onl y, No Sunday •.• • •••• ••·•·•· · 

20
~ 

One Week, Even rn g With Sunday .. ...... . . , • • •: • · 
On e Week , Morning , Evening a nd Sunday , 13 Con1ea, 30c 
S ingle Copies, Even ing, 3c ; Morning, Sc; Sunda y • .1 0c 

BY MAIL IN TEXAS ANO OKLAHOMA 

oa l ly and Sunday Daily Except Sunday 
One Month ... .••••. $ .85 One Month . . ... • •· .$ .70 
~hree Months •••• .. 2. 50 Three Months . • . ·. • • 2. 00 
Twelve Month1 . •••. 10.00 Twelve Months . . ... 8 . 00 

BY MAIL TO ALL STATES OUTSIDE OF TEXAS 
ANO OKLAHOMA 

One Month .. .• ... . $1.25 One Vear , .• . .•... $15.00 

Associated Press (Four \Vires) . , , Internationa.J NP.wt 
Service . . . Consolidated Press 

The Associated Press ts exclusively entitled to the n!e 
f er publfcat1on of all new! dispatches credited to It or 
n ot othf':rwi se credited in this paper, and also the tocaJ 
news pubJlshed het"ein. All righh to repubUca.Uoo ot 
1peria1 dispatches herein are also resen·ed. 

The Star-Telegram is an independent Demo­
cratic newspaper supporting w hat it believes 
to be right and opposing what i t believes to be 
w rong, regardless of party politics , pub!ishin 
the news fairly and impartially at all tim 

Army Clean-Up. 

AFFIXING of the President's signature 

to the bill permitting the "washing 

ou t" of inefficient officers of the Arrny 
introduces a new era in peacetime military 
promotions. It is now possible to cut away 
the red tape which in the past may have 
kept physically fit but psychologically in­
competent officers in posts of high com­
m and, thereby depriving the Army of the 
full benefit of the powers of aggressive 
and younger officers who have been kept 
do wn because atrophied seniors blocked 
the lines of promotion. 

It must be obvious, however, that in 
th e exercise of the powers granted tha 
Secretary of War and the military general 
board set up by the bill there is danger 
of waste of both brains and material of the 
Army command. 

It is true enough that youth has lts 
value in war, in the posts of high com­
mand as well as in the ranks. This value 
is popularly supposed to have been en­
larged by the technique of modern attack 
and defense. It is sometimes poin ted out 
tha t Hitler 's generals are young men: and 
r:· 1 ic-. e•:cn ~o bc1ci< t r, :-."'.,poif'un and hiJ 

their capacities and thus are blocking the 
full employment of the capacities of able 
juniors. Such officers might be found at 

• the top of the list, or they might be found 
all the way down the list to the very 
bottom. Once these "bottlenecks" were 
eliminated from the promotion list, a· firm­
er org1mization and a more competent and 
satisfied officer personnel would be pro­
duced by a general rule of adherence to 
seniority in promotions, with a competent 
board to watch- for and recognize evi­
dences of unusual talent in all ranks. In 
this process, those weeded out could be 
examined carefully to determine in . each 
case whether an officer should be sepa­
rated from the service permanently 0r 
placed on the available -, fist for certain 
administrative and other jobs not involv­
ing field command. 

Such a plan would seem calculated to 
eliminate most of the evils of hard-and­
fast seniority and at the same time would 
not incur the evils of unregulated "selec­
tion" which might project favorites to the 
top and pocket able men who do not gain 
the favor of those above. 

----•·----
Logical Re-organization 

THE Democratic Steering Committee of 
the Senate moved sensibly for logical 

organization of the work of the Upper 
House when it instituted a shift among 
committee chairmanships to place Senator 
Connally of Texas -~t . the head of tlie For­
eign Relations Committee. Aside from the 
demonstrated ability of the Texas Senator, 
which makes the change an improvement 
in its own right, the shift provides. for 
dealing with foreign affairs a committee 
whose chairman is thoroughly in accord 
with the Administration's foreign policy. 
Thus a vital degree of unity, lacking since 
the death of Senator Pat Harrison, is 
restored. 

The ranking Democratic member of 
the committee was Senator George of 
Georgia, and he became chairman upon 
the death of Senator Harrison. Senator 
George is an able man and, insofar as the 
country's foreign policy is concerned, was 
not disqualified for the post by recalci­
trance or opposition. Nevertheless, the 
Georgia Senator has not seen eye-to-eye 
with the President on other matters, and 
it is possible that a feeling of opposition 
intruded into his direction of the Foreign 
Affairs Committee. 

Senator George willingly went along 
with the plan for reorganization, and ac­
cepted instead the chairmanship of the 
Sr-,n:i l r F'in:,n rr:i, r r. """ ,...,...;"' ~,.. .... rri1 ~ - C""-' -- --!-- -

FORT WOR' 

News Behind 
the News 

-~_Y Paul Mallon 
(Editor' ! note : The views expressed 1n 

Mr. Mall on 's co lumn a re his own. a nd do 
nol necessarily re()ect· this newspa pe r 's 
opinion . ) 

WASHING TON, July 31.-Heavy 
political engineering developed on 
both sides in advance of t he latest 
Fortune poll announcement. Confi­
dential copiE1. were handed around 
several days before publication . 
Consequently both Wheelerites and 
Government authorities were able 
to make preparations to use to their 

. respecti ve advantages the pro• 
nounc·ement that "the American pEo­
ple have abandoned isolation." 

The trickiness of the wording in 
the questions gave the supporters 
of Senator Wheeler thEir openin g. 
Apparently 41.3 per cent of the 
American people who have "aban­
doned isolation" only answered af­
firmatively the question whether 
thb country should •'back" England. 
"Back" is an extensive word. 
"Backing England" is w hat we are 
already doing. No one asked the 
affirmative respondents if their in­
terpretE<l "back" to mean a dec­
laration of war , a new AEF or any 
ot the other possibilities. 

On the other hand the Govern­
ment policy promoters claimed the 

oninterventionist views were ade­
ately presented in alternative 

q stions, and therefore the "back 
England" injunction really repre­
sEnted a call for doing more than 
is being done. 

Trial by jury may be required 
to decide. The only indisputable 
deduction easily made from the poll 
is that polls are losing their w eight. 
Disputes over the shaded meaning 
of words, and the propaganda usage 
to which polls have been put, have 
made them more of an implement 
for controversy tha n for the pres­
entation of a convincing popular 
decision. 

In political campaigns· the the­
ory has been accepted that polls 
influence election results because 
"ever yone wants to be with the win ­
ner." I ha ve never m et a per­
son whose opinion was changed by 
a poll. Every personal comment I 
have eve r heard on any particula r 
poll was e ither a conviction that 
the poll was crooked if it did not 
come out the way the commentator 
desired, or t ha t it was just fine­
the right side won. 

Therefore I have come to the con­
clusion that polls strengthen far 
more opinion_s than they change. 
Differences are emphasized rather 
than obliterated. 

There Is more than a surmise 
here that the famed Gene-ral Wa­
vell is in Burma. The "demotion" 
of Britain's best general from the 
command in th e Eastern Mediter­
ranean may therefore turn out to be, 
not only a promotion, but a shrewd 
British anticipation of where fight­
ing may next develop. 

ThP. well-drilled Burmese forces 
on th P. j~b h:-:.\·r h0c11 -- 11·pr• ... : 1,r""'r,ri 


