
April, 1952 

Dear Senator Connally: 

In discussing the campaign here, several of us are of the 

opinion that Daniel at the present time has an advantageous position, 

particularly with reference to the tidelands issue . We know the long and 

capable fight that you have made in the Senate. We recall that your 

efforts for the tidelands preceded Daniel's by many years, and there is 

no justifiable reason for the failure of the public generally to realize 

that the only tangible accomplishments for the State have been made by our 

Senior Senator . Nevertheless, that is the fact and Daniel generally is 

accepted as the champion of the tidelands . A strong anti-Truman feeling 

exists as you know and your loyalty in support of party issues strangely 

enough is not a campaign asset, but a liability to you. 

We believe both of these dangerous trends can be arrested . 

If the President vetoes the tidelands bill when finally presented, it 

will react against you. If the President signs the tidelands bill, it 

will tend to reverse the campaign position and put you well ahead of 

Daniel . We think you should make a particular effort to present to 

Truman the following facts: 

It:is apparent that proponents of federal control cannot 

pass a bill authorizing federal management of the tidelands. If Truman 

vetoes the present bill, future development of the oil resources is pre

vented because no effective administration of the tidelands area can exist. 

The President has expressed his position and endeavored to lead the 

Congress to federal control, but two Congresses have disagreed with the 

President and the present bill may fairly be said to represent the will 

of the majority of the people of the United States, manifested through 
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the Congress . Since the last veto the Korea incident and the loss of 

Middle East oil at Iran renders the immediate orderly development of the 

tidelands of imperative national importance . Thus we think Truman can 

sign this bill without loss of face, simply yielding to the will of the 

bi-partisan majority of the Congress in the light of the national interest 

requiring orderly development. 

Secondly, we think you can point out to Truman the fact that 

this legislation is perhaps the capstone of your career in the Senate for 

Texas and vital to your campaign . The difficulties of the campaign may 

be attributed in part, in large part we think, to your personal and party 

loyalty to the administration . The President has always been singularly 

responsive to personal loyalty to him, and we think a personal request 

along that line is in order . 

The appeal to the President to sign the bill should be 

carefully planned. If it results in signature of the bill, it will afford 

a dramatic incident justifying an intensive campaign, and we believe 

will provide the focus point necessary to defeat Daniel . 

If the appeal to the President is unsuccessful, nevertheless 

the fact of your effort will remain and we are not in any worse position 

than if we do not make the effort. 

J; am ,ready personally to assist you in this ~~'.@~~h 

.J~ in any way you think advisable. If possible I will accompany 

you if you desire, or I will ask such other persons to participate as~ 

think advisable to the extent of my acquaintance. I am hopeful that the 

President will sign the bill and that he will let it be known that con

siderations that led him to sign the bill have been brought to his atten-

tion by you . That is my objective; that will go far to win the election 
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and return Mr . Daniel to Liberty, Texas . 

Your friend, 

A . G. CARTER 


