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0 CONSOLIDATED AIRCRAFT CORPORATION

P Lindbergh Field, San Diego, Calif.
¥ 21 December 1940

Memo to: Major R. H. Fleet
Subjeett: Location of a Mid-West Plant.

The following report covers the result of my visits to Tulsa, Oklshoma City and
Fort Worth on December 6th, 7th and 8th., I strongly recommend the selection of Fort
Worth as the loestion of our mid-west plant for the following reasons:

1. Tulsa is approximetely eight miles and Oklshoma City nine miles, while Fort
Worth is only six miles from the center of the city to the proposed site by highway.

2+« The Tulsa flying field has only 400 acres with short runweys. The field may
be enlarged but at high cost. The surroudning country is hilly amd rolling and is
not as suitable for flight operations ss a flat plein country. Oklshoma City 1s suf-
ficiently lerge and the country is relatively flat, but the field looks as though it
would have poor drainsge. TFort Worth offers 1200 or more scres for a flying field end
factory site of which more tham 400 (or any smount necessary) csn be assigned to our
compeny or deeded to the Government at no cost. Tulsa and Oklshome City heve also
offered factory sites of epproximetely this size st any terms agreesble to ourselves
and the Government. Considersble dreinsge and grading will be required for Tulsaz fly-
ing field snd site. Oklshoma City will regquire minor grsding but considerasble drainsge.
Fort Worth recuires minimum grading, the site has sufficient slope to the lske to provide
natursl drainage. The soil is sandy loam which will support & heavy sod. The soil
bearing values on sll three zites seem to be exzcellent to support heevy buildings. The
one at Fort Worth being underlasyed by limestone, from the sppesrence at a depth of three
to five feet from the surface. A factory sewage disposal plapt will be reguired at ell
three sites.

3. Railrozd sidings will be furnished at no cost to all three sites, not ineluding
the gidings required at the buildings which sre ordinsrily furnished by the msnufacturer,

4, 'The labor arsa population of Tulsa iz estimated at 193,000, the population of
Tulsa County. Oklahoms City's is spproximstely 244,000, the population of Oklahoma
County. Fort Worth's is approximstely 624,000 vhich included the population of Tgrrant
and Dallas Counties which is one industridl district. These sre on the same basis as
we econsider the Sen Diego lsbor area, We consider the location of the North Americsn
plant nesr Dsllas to be helpful. Since this plant is only sbout tweniy miles from
Fort Worth, meny mechsnics will be drawn to this area from other parts of the country
and will go to work for either one compsny or the other. The preszence of two important
plents in this erea will help to draw necessary services. We haee slways enjoyed ex-
cellent cooperation with North Americen.

8., Tulsa has three trunk line railroads; St. Louls & Sgn Feaneisco; Sante Fej
Missouri, Kansas & Texas. Oklshoma City has four trunk line railroads; S¢. Louis &
San Fpencisco; Senta Pe; Missouri, Kensas & Texes; and Rock Isglsnd. Fort Worth has
nine trunk line rsilrosds, St. Louis and Sen Fpeneisco; Texas & Pacifie, Fort Worth
& Denver City; Senta Fe; Roeck lslend; Missouri, Kansas & Texas; Missourd Pacifie;
Southern Pacific and 8%, Louls and South Western.

8. Tulsa is not on a transcontinental airline, It has two airlines rumnning
north snd south, American and Mid Continent. Neither is Oklshoma City on & trznscon-
tinental airline, it has two north and south airlines, Americsn and Braniff. Fort Worth

is & midway stop on Americen main tramscontinentsl, enjoys excellent service permitting
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our executives, engineers and other personnel to stop over at Fort Worth when traveling
across the continent with a minimun lose of time. Fort Worth, in aidition, h=s two north
end south eiriines, American and Bpeniff and also Delta, East and West.

7e A pr@liminary study indicestes public utility retes will be sbout the same
for this project din all three locations.

8. The eclimste in Tulsa and Oklahoma City is less fevorable. The annusl sver-
age temperature at Tulsa is 60.7, Oklshoma City 60.1, Fort Worth 65.2; average snnusl
snow fall, Tulss 9.6 inches, Oklahoma City 7.5, Fort Worth 2.4; sverage annual pre-
cipitation Tulss 37.4 inches, Oklshoms City 21.1 and Fort Worth 23.1. Fort Worth has
a higher percentage of sunshine then either of the other two cities and is second only
to Los Angeles, in the entire United Sgates. The lowest recorded temperature for Tulss
is 16 below, Oklshoma City 17, end Fort Worth 7. The highest recorded temperature for
Tulsa is 111 above, Oklahome C ity 113 and Fort Worth 1.2. These figures indicate air
conditioned plants ere desirable in all three loestions in which case they probably
should be windowless and artificially lighted, A study of the climstic donditions
indicztes that because of less snow fzll, warmer winter temperatures and more sunshine,
flying weather should be considersbly better and offer less interruption to operstions
&t Fort Worth thap et the other two loestions.

9. The only aite with a body of water adjacent is at Fort Worth which has a
series of three lakes. The flying Tield and factory dite being loecsted on the shore
of Lake Worth which is large enough to permit operations with the largest flying
boats: The weter level in Lake Worth is controlled st constent level by the dams
at the two large lakes sbove it. Eagle Mountsin Leke, about three and a helf miles
north, provides take off courses north snd south (in direction of prevailing winds)
more than eight miles long and in = northeast and southwest direction about five
miles. We sre now using Lske Worth as & mid-continent stop in delivering British
Boats, which deliveries will continue dwming the next year and offer an opportunity
to transport men, meterial, tools, supplies and informstion whieh will greatly ex~-.
pedite the construction of the plant snd putting it into production. The largest
emphibian airplanes the Army mey require csn be produced and tested at Fort Worth.

C. Ay Van Dusen

To Gen. George H, Brett, Chief of Air Corps. 21 Dgecember 1940

First Endorsement

Based upon this report and personsl investigations made by other Consolideted
executives and fliers, we have selected Fort Worth, and are negotisting with that
city's representstives, to get the best desl we can for the government.

Fort Motor Company's Mr. Sorenson is expected here in early Jsnusry to discuss
B-24 subcontract work. Meantime, we are working dsy and night to improve production

drewings.
R, H, Fleet



