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Lt. Arthur Neal and his "Lucky Lady I" 

Lucky Name 
If there is anything in a name, Lt. Art 
Neal, second pilot on the recent non
stop flight around the globe, seems to 
have found a name for his plane that 
brings ample fame and good fortune. 
The name, of course, is the Lucky Lady. 

Last July Neal circled the globe in 
another Lucky Lady, a Boeing B-29 
Superfortress. His plane was one of two 
that completed the flight, a third having 
crashed en route. 

On the recent non-stop flight, Lucky 
Lady II, a Boeing B-50, again brought 
good fortune. The bomber that originally 
was to have made the historic mission 
was forced down at the Azores when it 
developed engine trouble. Thus Neal's 
Lucky Lady II drew the assignment and 
completed the flight. 

Traffif Jam 
A ir Force flight crews of the 65th Bomb 
Squadron are wondering if somebody 
isn't going to have to do something 
about installing an air traffic-control sta
tion at the North Pole. 

The squadron, conducting Arctic 
maneuvers with Boeing B-50 Superforts 
out of Eielson Air Force Base, Alaska, 
ran three crews over the Pole on a rou
tine training mission early this year. A ll 
airplanes were operating independently. 
As the lead B-50, piloted by Lieut. Col. 
William Bacon, squadron commander, 
wheeled over the top of the world and 
headed for home, visual contact was 
made with the second B-50, piloted by 
Capt. Robert Litchfield. As C:aptain 
Litchfield turned, the third B-50, piloted 
by Capt. Vergil Brazil, showed up. Com
ments about the prevailing traffic con
gestion in the polar air were inevitable. 

The same squadron, incidentally, es
tablished a "first" two days before by 
carrying the first woman ever to fly over 
the North Pole. She was First Lieut. 
Margaret Flynn of Philadelphia, a flight 
nurse. 

Faster Sound 
The Yakima (Wash.) Daily Republic 
recently commented editorially that, as 
aeronautical science pushes airplanes 
closer and closer to the speed of sound, 
it was presumed another little band of 
scientists was off somewhere trying to 
develop a faster type of sound. 

The witticism was not so funny as it 
may have seemed. Shortly afterward, 

it was announced that scientists at the 
Rice Institute of Houston, Tex., had 
hurled' sound through a temperature of 
457 degrees below zero at a speed of 
31,000 mph. (The speed of sound m 
normal air is about 700 mph.) 

Big Month 
What with Boeing airplanes shattering 
records right and left and Lucky Lady 
II, a Boeing B-50 Superfortress, making 
history's first non-stop flight around the 
world, the past weeks were fair-to-mid
dling busy ones for the staff of Boeing 
Magazine, and big weeks for Boeing. 

First-off, the Boeing XB-47 Stratojet 
bomber stunned the aviation world by 
scorching across the nation at an average 
speed of 607 miles an hour. T hen the 
Stratojet took a starring role in the show 
the Air Force put on for the nation's top 
military and political leaders. 

Lucky Lady II flew 23,452 miles 
around the world with four mid-air refuel
ings from B-29 tankers. T ime: ninety
four hours. 

Pan American's Stratocruiser, Clipper 
Rainbow, 6-roke the course record from 
San Francisco to Washington, D . C., 
Time: six hours, thirteen minutes. 

The Stratocruiser Clipper America 
went on a nation-wide barnstorming tour, 
drawing thousands of visitors eager to 
look at or go through the new queen of 
the skies. 

ON OUR COVER-The famed "Lucky 
Lady ll," the Boeing B-50 that circled the 
globe non-stop, is refueled by one of its 
older sisters, a Boeing B-29 Superfortress 
that has been adapted for tanker service. 
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Another "first" for Boeing and 
the U.S. Air Force was chalked 
up by "Lucky Lady II" with her 
non-stop trip around the world. 

W HEN Lucky Lady II, a B-50 
Superfortress, nosed down over 

Fort Worth, Texas, on the morning of 
March 2, 1949, the bony hand of time 
jotted down several items to be recorded' 
for posterity. 

As the wheels of the Boeing-built 
bomber touched at Carswell Air Force 
Base, it was recorded that this airplane 
and her crew had completed man's first 
non-stop flight around the world. 

It was recorded (for the benefit of 
future statisticians) that the historic 
flight of 23,452 miles had been accom
plished in one minute more than ninety
four hours for an average speed of more 
than 249 miles an hour. 

In addition to the facts of the flight, 
there were recorded some important state
ments by some important persons. 

Air Secretary W. Stuart Symington 
said, "This is an epochal step in the de
velopment of air power. What it actually 

ABOVE - Ninety-four hours after taking 
off the "Lucky Lady II" returns home. 
RIGHT-Secretary Symington [left] and 
Gen. Vandenberg congratulate Gallagher. 

does is to tum our medium bombers into 
intercontinental bombers." 

Lieut. Gen. Curtis E. LeMay spoke 
straight from a star-studded shoulder, 
saying, "This means that we now can 
deliver an atomic bomb to any place in 
the world that requires an atomic bomb." 

Capt. James Gallagher, airplane com
mander, said, "I've flo~n B-17s, B-29s 

and B-50s. The B-50 is the best yet. I'm 
absolutely sold on it. Everything worked 
perfectly throughout the flight. The 
Lucky Lady II is one honey of a plane." 

The flight commander said, also, "This 
just means that you can fly anywhere, 
any time." 

... anywhere ... any time ... strong 
words, but true .. . 



The Boeing B-50 f lew 23,452 m iles on its ro und-the-world flight, re fueling 
ove r the Azo res, Saudi Arabia, the Philippines and the Ha waiian Islands. 

Behind the statements of the airmen 
lies the bald' fact that there are no 
boundaries nor frontiers nor geographic 
divisions left in the world, except such 
artificial boundaries or arbitrary fron
tiers as men may erect to symbolize their 
provincial, human politics. 

Prior to March 2, 1949, a sort of 
"mechanical frontier" was imposed on 
the world by the operating radii of air
planes. An airplane that could fly only 
so far, then have to tum back, was, in 
effect, meeting a frontier beyond which 
it could not penetrate. 

TIRELESS EQUIPMENT 
Refueling techniques, using Boeing 

B-29s as flying tankers, have been coupled 
with the tireless stamina and mechanical 
excellence of the Boeing B-50 and its 
Pratt & Whitney Wasp Major engines 
to pierce that frontier. 

.. . anywhere ... any time ... 
Behind the flight stood countless hours 

of work and experiment, and an idea the 
Air Force had' in mind more than twenty 
years ago. 
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Months ago, B-29 and B-50 Air Force 
crews began training for a very important 
mission. At first they didn't know very 
much about the particulars, but they 
knew that this job was as important as 
any to which they had been assigned 
since the B-29 missions over Japan. 
Training was grueling, assiduous, and 
brisk, like any team preparing for the 
big football game or crew race. Like 
cadets they hangar-flew as they ate, and 
slept, flying and refueling, refueling, 
flying - the best altitudes, the right 
speeds, perfect timing for contact, how 
many minutes for the fuel flow. Then 
day after day, week after week, they 
practiced and' improved their technique. 

Another early step toward the sensa
tional success of "Mission Global" was 
taken on February 16 and 17, 1948, when 
Boeing's own experimental B-50 took off 
from Seattle, , flew 4850 miles without 
stopping, hauled a 10,000-pound bomb 
load which was dumped at the half-way 
mark and returned to land at Victorville, 
Calif., after twenty-two hours in the air. 

When the experimental B-50 got home, 

it was discovered that some engine trou
ble was traceable to sticking valves and 
that sticking valves were traceable to 
troublesome condensation of lead from 
the aviation fuel. 

So Pratt & Whitney Aircraft Corpo
ration, manufacturers of the B-50's en
gines, went into action, as did the makers 
of aviation fuel. 

During the summer of 1948, three 
non-stop B-50 flights droned out from 
Westover Air Force Base in Massa
chusetts, stayed aloft from twenty-one to 
twenty-four hours, and returned to 
United Aircraft's Rentschle·r Airport at 
East Hartford, Conn. 

Other early steps preparing for the 
now-famous B-50's global circuit were 
made last year over the plains of Kansas. 

Air Force men, Boeing engineers and 
Boeing-Wichita personnel spent long 
hours in the air, developing the technique 
of lowering a hose from one airplane to 
another and sending gasoline at a high 
rate of flow through specially-designed 
hoses and equipment. 

LONG LEGS 
Techniques worked out in these pre

liminary flights were used as Lucky Lady 
II passed over the Azores, over Arabia, 
over the Philippines and over the H a
waiian Islands on her historic mission. 

Each individual leg of the big Boeing's 
flight emphasized not only the successful 
development of in-flight fueling proced
ures, but the safe, non-refueling operat
ing range of the Superfortress. Each lap 
was, in itself, a lengthy flight. Approxi
mately 3800 miles. were covered between 
Fort Worth and the first fueling at the 
Azores. From the Azores to D hahran, 
Saudi Arabia, mileage ran close to 5200. 
Between the second fueling and the third 
fueling over the Philippines there were 
4900 miles. The longest hop, from the 
Philippines to H awaii, covered 5300 
miles. From Hawaii back to home base 
at Fort Worth was a mere 3700 miles. 

As each of these long legs was linked 
together by refueling, the real test came. 
For ninety-four hours the plane, the en
gines and the crew functioned perfectly. 

General LeMay dictated the obituary 
of the world's last frontiers-the maxi
mum range of airplanes-when he said: 

"The only limit to refueling is the 
number of tankers and bombers that we 
can congregate safely in one locality at a 
given time. We can put tankers and 
bombers any .place in the world where 
there is a job we're called on to do." 

BOEING M AGAZINE 
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COAST TO COAST .... 

The pilot said it was "routine" 
but the scorching cross-country 
hop of the Boeing XB-47 Strato
jet broke . speed records anyway. 

IT'S not unusual to find Boeing air
planes breaking records of one kind 

or another in the course of their normal 
operations. Nevertheless, the adjective 
"unusual" can be applied in some degree 
to the "routine ferrying flight" of an 
XB-47 Stratojet bomber which estab
lished a new unofficial transcontinental 
speed record of three hours, forty-six 
minutes on February 8, 1949. 

There were a number of unusual things 
about the flight which began in the gray 
light of early morning at Moses Lake 
Air Force Base, Washington, and ended 
less than four hours and 2289.5 miles 
later at Andrews Field Air Force Base, 
Maryland. 

The speed itself-a cross-country aver
age of 607.8 mph-was unusual, by virtue 
of the fact that nobody had ever before 
crossed the United States so fast. 

Some unusual problems were encoun
tered. Air Force pilots, Major R. E. 
Schleeh and Major Joseph W. Howell, 
were busier keeping track of their loca
tion than they were flying the airplane. 
Radio range ( direction finder) stations 
have to be tuned in like any other radio 
to keep an airplane "on the beam." 

Distances between these stations vary, 
but there are greater numbers of them 
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in the east than in the northwest. If there 
are any static conditions, it sometimes 
takes a pilot a little time to get the range 
tuned in to get a strong, clear signal. 

As the pilots of the Stratojet bored 
eastward at from 32,000 to 40,000 feet, 
they found that they would just about 
get one station tuned in and'.._whoosh
scramble quick and get the following one. 

Actual mechanical operation of the 
airplane itself was much simpler than the 
job of keeping an ear on the ground 
while streaking across seas of undercast 
at more than ten miles a minute. So 
simple is Stratojet operation that the 
pilots on the record-smashing flight were 
by no means "old hands" at it. 

Interviewers who questioned Major 
Schleeh after arrival of the Stratojet on 
the east coast asked him if he had logged 
much previous time in the Stratojet. The 
major asked if he could be excused from 
answering that question. 

PILOTS PLEASED 

Another interviewer persisted by in
quiring if it would be correct to say that 
the pilots "had double4" their Stratojet 
time on the three hour, forty-six minute 
flight. The answer was lost in laughter. 

Suffice it to say that the orchids were 
about evenly divided between a 60-ton 
airplane and two capable pilots who did 
a splendid job of handling an airplane 
with which they were familiar, but not 
exactly intimate. 

Although the acquaintanceship of the 
plane and men was new, Majors Schleeh 

and Howell were completely sold on the 
Forty-Seven. On arrival at Andrews 
Field, the pilots had one thing in mind: 
fuel up and keep right on going. Next 
stop, London. 

This, of course, was impossible for 
the plane had been flown to Andrews 
Field to take part in the Air Force's 
"Progress of AiT Power" show. As Major 
Schleeh explained, the sensational trip 
across the continent was "just a routine 
ferrying flight." He offered his "apol
ogy" for having broken the transcon
tinental speed record. 

COULDN'T HELP IT 

Explaining why the record "just could
n't be helped," the major said, "Jet 
engines operate at greatest efficiency at 
high speeds. We set up a long-range 
cruise condition which would give us the 
most economical use of our fuel. The 
record that resulted was a by-product of 
this planning." 

Actually, had a speed record been the 
principal goal of the cross-country Strato
jet flight the trip probably could have 
been made in less than three hours. 

A cross-country trip in three houTs or 
less presents an unusual possibility for 
any future speed-seeking flights. If the 
flight could be made in three hours in 
the East-West direction (more difficult 
because of prevailing headwinds), it 
would be possible to leave the east coast 
and arrive on the west coast at exactly 
the same hour- departing by Eastern 
time and arriving on Pacific time. 

B OEING M AGAZINE 



It would be unusual to find any air
plane pilot who is not concerned with 
wind. Even with the Stratojet, a tail 
wind reduces and a headwind increases 
point-to-point flight time. 

LESS WIND EFFECT 
On a percentage basis, however, the 

Stratojet has an unusual ability to be less 
concerned with tailwind or headwind 
than any other bomber. A 100-mph tail
wind will increase 600-mph air speed by 
only sixteen and two-thirds per cent. But 
a 300-mph airplane gets a thirty-three 
and a third percent boost. The same per
centages, obviously, work in reverse with 
a headwind . . . a slow-down for the 
Stratojet but a major time loss for slower 
airplanes. 

A fitting climax to a flight that was 
routine, yet unusual, occurred as the big 
six-jet Boeing touched wheels to the main 
Andrews Field runway, and the bright, 
pink deceleration parachute burst out 
and started its drag.* 

It was the first look many of the spec
tators had ever had at the Stratojet's 
"air brake" and its unusual appearance 
moved one unidentified, but obviously 
open-mouthed witness to comment : 

"Migawd- shocking pink!" 
The spectator might have been sur

prised but, according to the men who 
have flown the Forty-seven, he hasn't 
seen anything yet. The Stratojet is still 
new and has yet to show all it can do. 
*S ee "Stratojet's Big Brake" on Page 15. 

TOP LEFT-Three hours and forty-six minutes out of Moses Lake, the 
Boeing Stratojet lands at Andrews Air Base, using Its parachute brake. 

TOP RIGHT-The big swept-wing jet bomber spanned the nation at an 
average speed of 607 mlles per hour with a new crew at the controls. 

ABOVE-Brig. Gen. Y. H. Taylor [center] welcomed the pllots, Majors 
R. E. Schleeh [left] and J. W. Howell, upon their arrival at Andrews. 





T HE greatest barnstorming tour 
since Lindbergh days . was pull

ing capacity crows to major airports 
throughout the nation this month. 
The big attraction was Pan Ameri
can World Airways' new Boeing 
Stratocruiser, a plane that was mak
ing its public debut. 

The big tour started in Washing
ton, D. C., with the President's 
daughter, Miss Margaret Truman, 
christening the first Stratocruiser, 
Clipper America, before a crowd of 
2000 people. Included in the crowd 
were Mrs. Harry Truman, Vice
President Alben Barkley and J. J. 
O'Connell, chairman of the Civil 
Aeronautics Board. 

Juan T. Trippe, PAA president, 
called attention to the fact that ten 
years ago, at nearly the same place, 
Mrs. Franklin D. Roosevelt had 
sponsored another clipper, the famed 
Boeing 314 flying boat. 

Trippe went 011 to state that "His
tory will record for future genera
tions that Clipper America and her 
sister ships ushered in the era of 
mass travel abroad for the common 
man." 

Vice-President Barkley stated, "In 
christening the Clipper America, we 
are launching another wing for 
peace. We are sending forth into the 
world another symbol of the limitless 
scope of man's imagination and abil
ity, his skill in manufacture and his 
continuously pushing forward the 
frontiers of knowledge." 

After the ceremony more than 
7500 persons went through the big 
double-deck transport, and 600 per
sons were taken up on demonstration 
flights. 

And then the star of the show, the 
Boeing Stratocruiser, started its road
show tour. It played at Miami, Phila
delphia, Hartford, Boston, Chicago, 

Los Angeles, San Francisco, Seattle, 
and many other cities. Everywhere 
the plane went it became the topic of 
city-wide conversation, and a prob
lem for the traffic cops. At Boston, 
for example, 50,000 people swarmed 
onto the airport on a Sunday after
noon to see the Boeing. 

This whirlwind barnstorming tour 
wasn't limited to the States. Hono
lulu had two opportunities to inspect 
the Stratocruisers that soon will be
come frequent Island visitors. The 
Military Air Transport Command 
flew its version of the Stratocruiser 
to Hawaii the last week of February. 
Then, a week later, PAA took one of 
its Boeings over. 

By way of showing what Strato
cruiser service will have to offer, the 
Clipper Rainbow set a new course 
record from San Francisco to Wash
ington, spanning the nation 111 six 
hours, thirteen minutes. 
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the country's air arm), and the press. At 
the exclusive showing these men were 
given the opportunity to inspect the most 
complete collection of aerial weapons as
sembled since the end of World War II. 

Site for the show was Andrews Field 
Air Force Base, situated in the rolling 
hills of Maryland, and just a few mo
ments jet-flight time from the nation's 
capital. 

W. Stuart Symington, secretary of the 
Air Force, keynoted the display when he 
stated, "There will · be no speeches. We 
intend to let the planes and the men 
speak for themselves." 

First plane to do any talking had been 
the Boeing XB-47 Stratojet. The plane 
had delivered an eloquent speech the 
week before when it dashed across the 
country in three hours and forty-six min
utes- a new transcontinental record.* 
And the Stratojet was the first plane to 
catch the eye of President Harry S. Tru
man at the Air Show. 

It was the Stratojet and another Boe
ing plane, the B-17 Flying Fortress, that 
gave the spectators the best opportunity 
to evaluate the development of air power 
in recent years. At the start of the late 
war the famed Flying Fortress was the 
country's most advanced aerial weapon. 
At the show the B-17, which Master of 
Ceremonies Maj. Gen. Emmett "Rosie" 
O'Donnell characterized as the "Grand 
Old Lady" seemed quite out of date. 

The Fortress, however, proved it still 
holds a warm spot in the hearts of the 

(Continued on Page 14) 

'''See " Coast-to-Coast" Page 6. 



YOUD NEI/ER 

TOP - Time saving, Stratocrulser style. While 
pauengers use the left side of the airplane, 
the right side Is ,warming with galley service, 
baggage, cargo handllng and fuel operation,. 

Lin- Stratocrvlser galley 1upplle1 go aboard 
through a 1peclally-de1lgned door from a fork 
truck. Cabin door 11 u1ed only for pauengera. 

LOWER LEn - A stewarde11 check• whlle two 
men handle baggage here, but bullt-ln steps 
make It poulble for one man to do the lob. 

LOWER RIGHT - Lavatory-service connedlons 
are checked at the 1ame time that freight goes 
Into a big, ground-level, cargo compartment. 



KNOH' IT WAS LOADED 

Stratocruiser efficiency at the 
airport is a welcome addition to 
the air speed and high capacity 
of the new "queen of the skies." 

By WILLARD MARSH 

IT is widely recognized that the trans
portation field, both domestic and 

international, is becoming increasingly 
subjected to intense competition. Airlines 
are finding themselves actively bidding 
for transportation dollars- competing not 
only among themselves but also with 
various surface-transportation facilities . 
As the pace of this competition gets hot
ter, the efficiency of a transport airplane 
becomes a matter of great importance 
since efficiency is the factor which deter
mines whether flight operations will be 
audited in black or red ink. 

The Boeing Stratocruiser has demon
strated low operating cost, plus high 
speed, plus large capacity. This means 
low cost per seat mile. Low cost per seat 
mile means flight efficiency. 

A big part of the Stratocruiser's flight 
efficiency revolves around a 300 to 340-
mile-per-hour cruising speed. If there are 
intermediate stops, however, the elapsed 
time of any airplane traveling from one 
point to another cannot be measured by 
air speed alone. Ground handling time 
also comes into consideration. 

AIRPORT EFFICIENCY 

During the design period of the Strato
cruiser Boeing engineers kept in mind 
the thought that a truly modern trans
port must be every bit as efficient on the 
ground as it is in the air. Because of this 
the Stratocruiser is designed so that 
ground operations will complement rather 
than offset its air speed. 

This engineered-in "airport efficiency" 
begins the moment a Stratocruiser starts 
its approach. The big new Boeings are 
certificated for operation in cross winds 
up to forty miles an hour. This means 
that a Stratocruiser frequently will be 
able to use the long runway at an inter
mediate airport despite a cross-wind con
dition that could cause delays. 

On the ground, reversed-pitch pro
pellers decrease landing roll and taxi 
time. A steerable nose wheel turns sixty
eight degrees each side of its center line. 
Thus the airplane can be rotated within 

a 170-foot circle. 
In short, there's no time wasted get

ting the Stratocruiser out of the air and 
parked alongside an airport terminal. 

When the plane is pa·rked, Stratocruiser 
design permits all the normal ground 
functions of replenishing, servicing, in
spection, cargo handling and passenger 
handling to go on at the same time. 

Passengers come and go through the 
main cabin doorway that need be used 
for nothing else. Other services and bag
gage or cargo handling are conducted · on 
the opposite side of the airplane. This 
means that passengers can come and go 
as they please, merely checking with one 
stewardess as they get on or off. 

It means, further, that minutes can be 
saved by loading passengers at the same 
time other ground service activities are 
under way and not af fer they have been 
completed. In the Stratocruiser era, it 
will not be necessary to let passengers 
line up on a ramp and wait while the 
main cabin doorway is being used as a 
hatch for replenishing galley supplies. 

FAST ACTION 

Also, the fact that in the Stratocruiser 
the cabin air conditioning works on the 
ground will discourage through passen
gers from leaving the airplane during 
intermediate stops to go out into incle
ment or uncomfortable weather. 

Galley service to the Stratocruiser is 
accomplished through a separate door 
on the opposite side of the airplane. 

Fueling the Stratocruiser is fast. Either 
over or underwing gasoline loading is 
available. Fueling is accomplished at the 
rate of 200 gallons a minute. 

Oil is supplied to the Stratocruiser's 
four 3500-horsepower Wasp Major en
gines from a central supply. The oil 
supply tank is readily accessible through 
the door of the forward cargo compart
ment. No climbing around on ladders or 
platforms. No putting some oil here, 
some oil there and some oil somewhere 
else. It goes in one place- fast. 

Like oil, cabin water is supplied at a 
single service point. The central water 
supply for the galley, the washrooms 
and drinking is filled to capacity in three 
minutes. 

Two external flush points service the 
Stratocruiser lavatory facilities at ground 

level- no hauling around of containers, 
ladders or platforms. 

The speed of completing ground op
erations is further enhanced by separate 
doors for two lower-deck cargo compart
ments. Each cargo compartment door is 
at truck-bed level. Grips and crates go 
in and out, not only rapidly but simul
taneously. Built-in steps to each com
partment eliminate the need for ramps 
and the time required to maneuver such 
loading-equipment into place. Personnel 
can work quickly because there is room 
enough for them to stand up- no more 
bending over to work on all fours. 

Baggage can be segregated easily into 
separate compartments formed by web 
straps. Because no special equipment is 
needed', other than a conventional, 
ground-level truck, baggage is handled 
fast. There is no reason why a Strato
cruiser passenger could not disembark at 
the same time his baggage is coming out 
the other side of the airplane and be 
agreeably surprised to find his baggage 
actually waiting for him at the taxicab 
or limousine stand. 

EASY STOWAGE 

The nearly vertical rather than curv
ing wall contours in the forward cargo 
compartment make cargo or mail stow
age fast and easy and permit more ef
ficient utilization . of space. Truck-bed 
height applies here, too. No tedious, 
time-consuming lifting or lowering by 
fork truck. Just back up a conventional 
truck and put the packages in or haul 
them out. · 

These various services do not have to 
be performed in any particular order with 
the Stratocruiser. In fact, they don't 
have to be performed in any order at all. 
Given sufficient personnel, they can all 
be done at the same time. 

It might seem that magnificent con
fusion would result. But it doesn't. The 
airplane is big enough to provide plenty 
of room for everybody to work at once. 

Its combination of size and design 
makes the Stratocruiser perform on the 
ground in as sterling a fashion as it 
performs in the air. Its overall efficiency 
makes this airplane a potentially powerful 
weapon in the battles for traffic which are 
being fought with better service at re
duced fares and with faster schedules. 
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KNOH' IT H'AS ·LOADED 

Stratocruiser efficiency at the 
airport is a welcome addition to 
the air speed and high capacity 
of the new "queen of the skies." 

By WILLARD MARSH 
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portation field, both domestic and 

international, is becoming increasingly 
subjected to intense competition. Airlines 
are finding themselves actively bidding 
for transportation dollars- competing not 
only among themselves but also with 
various surface-transportation facilities. 
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gage or cargo handling are conducted · on 
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means that passengers can come and go 
as they please, merely checking with one 
stewardess as they get on or off. 

It means, further, that minutes can be 
saved by loading passengers at the same 
time other ground service activities are 
under way and not af fer they have been 
completed. In the Stratocruiser era, it 
will not be necessary to let passengers 
line up on a ramp and wait while the 
main cabin doorway is being used as a 
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the cabin air conditioning works on the 
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else. It goes in one place- fast. 
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and drinking is filled to capacity in three 
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Two external flush points service the 
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level- no hauling around of containers, 
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The speed of completing ground op
erations is further enhanced by separate 
doors for two lower-deck cargo compart
ments. Each cargo compartment door is 
at truck-bed level. Grips and crates go 
in and out, not only rapidly but simul
taneously. Built-in steps to each com
partment eliminate the need for ramps 
and the time required to maneuver such 
loading-equipment into place. Personnel 
can work quickly because there is room 
enough for them to stand up-no more 
bending over to work on all fours. 

Baggage can be segregated easily into 
separate compartments formed by web 
straps. Because no special equipment is 
needed, other than a conventional, 
ground-level truck, baggage is handled 
fast. There is no reason why a Strato
cruiser passenger could not disembark at 
the same time his baggage is coming out 
the other side of the airplane and be 
agreeably surprised to find his baggage 
actually waiting for him at the taxicab 
or limousine stand. 
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The nearly vertical rather than curv
ing wall contours in the forward cargo 
compartment make cargo or mail st?w
age fast and easy and permit more ef
ficient utilization of space. Truck-bed 
height applies here, too. No tedious, 
time-consuming lifting or lowering by 
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PASS IN -REI/IEI/I/ 
(Continued from Page 11) 

country's airminded leaders. It drew the 
only applause of the entire show; this 
came as the bomber buzzed the field and 
did a steep climbing turn. 

There were other old timers on hand, 
too. The B-25, the B-26, the P-40, the 
F-47 and the F-51-planes that had 
served their nation well, but were now 
considered "obsolete." 

The fighter planes, the new and the 
old, roared by the stand giving a vivid 
display of the rapid advance in speed in 
but seven short years. . 

What the next war might bring in the • 
way of speedy delivery of bombs was 
made apparent by the Boeing swept
wing Stratojet. One flight demonstra
tion showed the 60-ton XB-47 passing 
up an F-80 Shooting Star. In another 
speed dash across the field the world's 
fastest fighter, the F-86 Sabre, barely 
edged out the Boeing bomber. And the 
F-86 officially has ,been clocked at more 
than 670 miles per hour. 

The Forty-seven's JATO takeoff, using 
all eighteen of its 1000-pound thrust 

auxiliary rockets, brought the people in 
the stands to their feet. Jumping from 
the runway as though a giant bodily had 
hurled the ship upward, the Stratojet 
climbed sharply, leaving a cloud of white 
smoke drifting across the field. 

The YB-49, the Flying Wing, was the 
first of the new planes to go by the 
President's reviewing stand. It was quick
ly followed by a low-level pass of a 
Boeing B-29 Superfortress and its newer 
sister ship, the Boeing B-50. A formation 
of Twenty-nines from Rapid City, South 
Dakota, swept across the field, followed 
by a smaller group of B-36s. 

Both the static and.flying display B-50s 
were equipped with the Boeing Wichita 
Division-installed flight refueling equip
ment. This equipment was to allow a 
B-50 to make a very strong talk for air 
power a week later· by circling the globe 
non-stop.* 

Although speed mainly was displayed 
as evidence of design advancement since 
the past war, other equally important 
factors were pointed out to the guests. 

DIARY OF A SKY SITTER 
(Continued from Page 5) 

the Sahara that's been passing under for 
the past several hours. No sign of light 
or life down there. Without a moon it's 
absolutely black. 

Monday Morning: Still sitting com
fortably. But somet~ing has surely gone 
wrong with the day-and-night situation 
up here. It's getting_ light at 10:00 p.m. 
I know I could have corrected it by 
setting the ship's clock up one hour every 
four hours, but I can't do that because I 
plan to land at Fort Worth. That's cen
tral standard time. If I keep setting the 
clock up it will be Thursday when I 
land, but the fellows at Carswell Field 
will insist it's only Wednesday. 

There is an endless sea of white clouds 
below us, and out of it rises a pair of 
B-29s. More fuel so we can sit some more. 

Monday Night: That globe below is 
mostly water, for sure. Maybe that's why 
it seems we're the one that's standing 
still while it slowly twists around. All 
day it was mostly water-the Indian 
Ocean, the Bay of Bengal, and soon it 
will be the Pacific. India passed beneath 
us this afternoon. 

14 

Tuesday Morning: The Philippines 
are under. We could see jungle occasion
ally through holes in the undercast, and 
caught one glimpse of Clark Field. We 
are circling now while two tankers come 
up from Clark through the undercast to 
revive our thirsty tanks. 

Tuesday Night: More water below 
all day and all night. My navigator says 
we got a position check over Wake 
Island while I was napping during my 
last four-hour relief. 

Wednesday: The crew's weary. Things 
are very much the same up here. Doesn't 
seem as though we've been doing much 
except for the refueling session each 
morning, which puts us on our toes. This 
morning it was between Johnston Island 
and Hawaii. That box of Hi Jacks crack
ers is still sitting there under the window. 
I must move it before we come down. 
Doesn't look like good housekeeping. 

Wednesday Night: Darkness over
took us over more open water east of 
Hawaii. The nights are the same. 

Thursday Morning: Just as I thought, 
now there's something wrong with the 
day-of-the-week situation. I haven't reset 

The factor of time- time involved in 
designing a new airplane, and time in
volved in building and testing a new 
airplane- was brought home. The story 
of the time lag was graphically told in a 
photo-diagram .story of the B-29, from 
its drawing-board conception in 1937 to 
mass production in 1944. The Superfort
ress, although having priority second only 
to the atomic bomb, took three times as 
long to design, develop and construct as 
New York's Empire State Building. 

The official reaction of this expertly
run show may not be known immedi
ately. Whether or not the 81st Congress 
gives the green or the red light to the 
Air Force's hopes for a 70-group force 
may well tell the results of the "seeing is 
believing" policy. 

Perhaps one spectator best summed up 
the Air Force's hopes when he stated, 
"Congress should realize that the mil
lions of dollars represented at the show 
in these airplanes is but a drop in the 
bucket compared to just one day of op
eration of the past, and I hope the final, 
war." 

*See Non-Stop Around the World,, Page 3. 

my watch but my diary accounts for 
every day from Saturday to Thursday. 
Now we're due to land at Fort Worth 
on Wednesday. 

10 o'Clock Wednesday Morning: 
We're on the ground at Fort Worth. 
Everybody's been congratulating us. They 
say we travelled 23,452 miles non-stop. I 
think that may be wrong. It seems more 
like we were sitting up there while Fort 
Worth travelled 23,452 miles, and came 
around to meet us. 

No, my navigator corrects me. Fort 
Worth travelled 6,295,019 miles along a 
somewhat uneven path, while we were 
detached from it. It followed the earth's 
orbit and at the same time made four 
revolutions around the earth's axis. 

M y navigator is a good man. We set 
a slightly different course through the 
heavens than Fort Worth, and travelled 
6,318,471 miles. H e calculated our 
course exactly with the aid of the other 
stars, so that when we finished 6,318,471 
Fort Worth had finished its 6,295,019 
miles, and here we are. 

Now that I think of it, · I'm rather 
glad he figured that out right. I wonder 
where we would be if we had traveled 
6,3 18.,t71 miles in some other direction? 

BOEING MAGAZINE 



STNATDJET's BID BRAKE 

The term "air brake" has taken on a new mean
ing in the aviation industry since the world's 
fastest bomber, the Boeing XB-47 Stratojet, 
demonstrated its ribbon-parachute brake. As 
operated by the Air Force, the ribbon 'chute is 
the jet plane's equivalent of reverse-thrust pro
pellers. 

The new braking system permits the Boeing 
Stratojet and other speedy Air Force planes to 
use shorter runways than would otherwise be 
possible. Early attempts to use 'chutes to get 
planes into short emergency fields were made 
during the war when combat crews used their 
own parachutes to try and slow their battle
damaged planes down. 

Use of the new ribbon, or supersonic 'chute, 
which isn't as ·likely to split when it pops open 
in fast air, was first suggested by Maj. Guy M. 
Townsend. The Air Materiel Command's chief 
of the bomber section, flight-test division, Major 
Townsend has conducted the Air Force's test 
flight of the Stratojet, and was the first to at
tempt a 'chute-braking landing. 

BELOW-The 600-mlle-an-hour bomber rolls down the Ice
covered runway. The unique air brake permits the plane 
to use shorter runways than would otherwise be posslble. 

ABOVE-The ribbon-parachute brake is released just as 
the wheels of the Boeing Stratojet touch the end of the 
runway. The parachute has a diameter of thirty feet. 

ABOVE-The parachute Is Internally stowed under the tall 
of the jet bomber, and Is released by either the pllot 
or copllot. Newsreels record the stowing of the 'chute. 



You're looking at tomorrow! 

One glimpse of the great new XB-47, 
built by Boeing for the U. S. Air 
Force, will project you far into the fu
ture. For here is an airplane startlingly 
different in design- as revolutionary 
today as was the first Boeing Flying 
Fortress in 1935. The swept-wing 
bomber recently crossed · the United 
States in three hours and forty-five 
minutes-an average speed of 607.8 
miles per hour for the 2289-mile flight. 

It's a big airplane-roughly the 
same size as the famous Boeing B-29 

- and can carry a ten-ton bomb load. 
Six turbo-jet engines give it a rated 
thrust of 24,000 pounds-the equiva
lent of nearly three times the power of 
the Superfortress. 

That the Stratojet is flying today is 
a tribute co Boeing's advanced plan
ning and the foresight of the United 
States Air Force. It is the first large 
airplane of such radical design co be 
built- and it made its initial test flight 
only 18 months after first drawings 
were put on paper. 

for the Air force, Boeing is building the B-50 bomber, XB-47 jet 

bomber and C-97 transport; for the Army, the L- J 5 liaison plane; 

and for six ma;or airlines, the tw in-deck Boeing · Stratocruiser, 

More than 15 months of exacting 
tests by Boeing and USAF flight crews 
have proved that, in the Stratojet, 
America has developed one of the 
world's most significant defense weap
ons, worthy successor co Boeing's great 
W odd War II bombers. 

As a result of these tests and on the 
basis of its remarkable performance, 
the Air Force has ordered an initial 
production quantity of B-47s which 
will be built at the Wichita division 
of the Boeing Airplane Company. 
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