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WRIGHT'S· AIRSHIP 
.IN. RAPID FLIGHT 

American'~ Aeroplane Makes 

, 1 8-10 Mifti in 1 Minute, 46 
Seconds at l,.e Mans, France. 

I ' 

UNDER PERFECT CO~TROL. 

, Aeronaut Twice Clrclea Fleld and 

I ' Then Stopa Hr, Motor In Front of 
WIidiy Cheering Spectator,. 

LE MANS, France, · Aug. 8.-Wllbur 
Wright ot Dayton, Ohio, made ,a fllg,ht ot 
three kilometer■ (about ~ne and eight• 
tenths mile■) with hi■ aeroplane here thla 
llfternoon In 1 · minute and 46 ■econda. 

No atteIJlllt was made tor a dl1tance 
tecord, the only object ot the flight beln:r 
ta try out the aeroplane. Wlille flying 
through the air Wright demonstrated, or 
110 It appeared to the apectators, that he· 

I ·was absolute maat•r ot the airship, fln1t 
1oar1n.-. then 1hootlns gracefully down• 
ward, and then mountlnl' again at wlll 
until finally, after completing two circle■, 
be came down easily to earth. · 

The performance was l'reeted with a 
uriit of cheers trom a small number ot ·· 

·. l)eople Invited to view the experiment. 
Wright was warmly congratulated t,y all 
the spectator■• lncludlnl' a tew French 1 

~eronauts. _two Russian .Army · offlcer11, 
a_nd a number ot other experts. who styled , 
the tllght i. wonderful exhibition of avla• 
tlon. 

Weather conditions for the teat were 
splendid. Tile aky ,;,u blue and without 
a cloud. and a ~ntle northwelt breue 
wa■ blowing. . 

It was 1hortly before 3 o'clock this aft• 
er.noon when the aeroplane, which 11 the 
same as that used In the United Statia, , 
was brought out ot Its 1hed and mounte~ 
on a. small single-wheeled chariot, which,. 1 
In turn, was reatlnl' on a alngle rail. on the 
ground. 

After a preliminary teat of the appa• 
ratus ~r. Wright declared ·an wa1 
ready and took a. position beside the , 
motor. By mean■ of . a falllnl' weight • 
rigged on a beam erected In the ground 
nnd connecting with cords runnlnl' to It 1 

the chariot was ■tarted runnlnl' -over the 
rail, and the aeroplane. thus having been 
given a for:ward motion, auddenly left the 
chariot an~ ascended -like a _bird to a 
height of~about forty feet. Then It 1 
1wer'ved a d . turned on Its cb',lrse . acd r 
■ailed up ·t e field. 
. It dipped gracefully up and 4own; ·at
talnlnl' a. hell'ht ·ot abctr fe"t, , and then 
coming down to between thirty arid forty 
Jeet. Kr~ Wright thus .twice ctr,:led the i 
f_leld. and. , then, atoppitll' ·. th~ n1~tor, 
tirou.ht the aeroplane d!Nctit · 1n front lit 
the Improvised grand" irti.rid, ' whlblt'. wU ., 

I filled . wt.th witdl:,: ' c)'reel1nl' . i_pec~i.t~ra; 
i The deecent · was aure and easy ·a.nd wa1 s 
~.carrte,:f · out with ' g'teat•' nlcety, without · .I: 
I caualni •.h. oclt ,'to elthe~ the machine ' or J 
~It• opei'atot. · · · · · · · 
, Afterward Mr. Wright 1&14: " 'I a.l'n per
;l'e.:tly ■a.tlatled · with my first flight. I 
[ri1a<1e onl!i or _two lltt'le ml■takes, but I ain 
~,nttdent · that I will be able to do all I 1 
'hbpe for In tater· trials, probablF nezt I 
·!lieek.;, f 

,:i'ht- populace ot Le Mans Is enthusla1tlc 
O\ler the expel1ment. · M&ny youngster■ t 
,.,,11 o had not been bl<1den to wltne•• It t 
111e\~e perched In treeli surrounding the f 
co~rse and betrayed their presence by 1 
sp1011taneou1 yell• u Mr. Wright 11!1,lled by p 
thotdl. . ' 1, 

THE WEATHER. 
Fair to-day and to-morrow; light 

to fresh west winds. 
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