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I am in receipt of your of May 10 enclosing clipping from the Forth Worth 
Star-Telegram which tells the story of the inauguration of air mail service 
between ~'ort l"i'orth and Chicago; also Harris M. Hanshue's prediction that 
Fort Worth and Los .Angeles will SO'On have direct air mail service. It 
seemS: to me that the nature of the country conspires to make the southern 
route more practical for the transportation of air mail between the Pacifi<e: 
Coast and eastern points than the route now established between Los Ange les, 
San Francisco and t .he east. The low altitude of flying that would be 
practical by the southern route to my inexperi enc ed mind seems less hazardous, 
easier and cheaper in operation and geogri:q:.ihica:Lly more practical than the 
routes f arther nor th where the high altitude flying in the Rocky Mountain 
regi on will always be haaarQ&ll8 . ol'le itM. a cccmpanied by extra hazard. "High 
fly ing" as you must know both from experience and observa tion is invariably 
fraught with multitudinous da rgers and draw backs, whether it has to do 
with air mail and airplanes or no t. Ultimately all traffic, trade and 
t ravel goes along the _lines of least resistance, - in other words, nob ocy 
who wants to make time swims up stream a gainst a current when he can swim 
in still water or go along with the current. Holding tbis view, it seems 
to me inevi t able that ultimately the airp l ane routes will natura lly in the 
end avoid the high altitudes. 

If the "air mail'' de ve lopment goes forward a s now seems probable a regular 
service between the Pacific Coast and Texas and t hence eastward should soon 
be a permanent thing. Loca 1 railway li ne s and in some cases air service 
could bring t he mail fr om norther and southern points to the main line 
and t hus wil l the whole count ry a ir !Ti9.il service be ultimately organized . 

We missed you at the publishers' meet i ngs this year., and. I am sure you 
missed out in not, being a ble to be there in order that you might absorb 
the practical newspaper wisdom that is always on tap t here for the benefit 
of the newspa :r;ers and newspaper publishers of the country. 

I am g lad to learn that you are still in the oil game. I hope that you 
will have no end of good luck. I was in the bus iness for 20 years• but 
when, my associate , mo was the practical oil man , died I didn't feel 
qualified to carry on and so sold out to the hell Company. Myself an d 
associates, who originally put into the business only $25,000 sold our 
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property after 20 years of effort for six millions , which was only about 
half' of what i t ,<;as actuaI.ly worth at the t ,ime . I hope and expect that 
you with your customary energy and habit of achieving success will do 
a great deal better than we did. 

Inciden tally, I am serving notice on you that while Californians hope that 
progress and wealth may come to Texas as a result of the oil business that 
we do not intend that the "Lone Star State" sha ll wrest from us the 
leadership in oil production . 

Your s.tatemant that business is good in Texas is certainly gratifying t o 
me , as it will be to all Oa li f orni a.ns because when the great "Lone Star 
State., is pl'OSpe rous it alv.ays causes a great number of her citizens to 
visi t souther n California and ·so we particip:l.te in and share in your 
p rosper ity. 

With kindest regards and thanks for your good lette r , I am 
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