/ Our, Oeean Alrways.

HE Pan-American ¢lipper plane roared‘

4t ‘'down its takeoff éourse at Alameda,
Cal., the other ‘day; left the water in 24
s'eéonds, and easily winged its way out
over the Golden‘Gate and the broad mlsty
expanse of the Pacific. There - ‘was no
cheering crowd. to' see it off. Its flights
ovér wide oce:mf“stretches have become

- routine. But' the ‘uncanny, clockwork pre-

-

cision thh Which ithe giant flying boat
tracks its s_lated*course and maintains' or
excels its set schedule has made it the
premier, commercial air vehicle of today
The current flight is to add 1,500 miles
to the au'-water path which it is blazing
into. the -Orient, extending the explored
and. serviced route up to 6,600 miles at
the American island of Guam. There will
then remain only the testing of the 1,533~
milé gap to Manila and the 800-mile lap-
- to thna. With the observations'and tests
planned this trip is to take about 10 days.:
Link by link, this great seabird is try-,
ing 'out the stepping stone island. bases

 which mark its course. Hawaii, Midway,

ake have followed in quick successxon

‘“ah;i ﬁGW‘GIfam is'to be added to "the con=>

quests.” The addltlon ‘'of each new way

station means that. the construction crew
has built new landing facilities, a new sup=- '
ply depot and stocked it with fuel and sup- |,

. plies. With this testing of the line'to Guam,

: buﬁ_t which ' outranks “the' clipper’ plane.

the: regular commercial operatlon of “the ..
line ‘to China s: becommg a mere matter
‘of weeks . .
For the' dombination ‘of speed _stability

and’ safety to.date there has. been 16 shxp

And the Orlent is not the only directlon,
in which the Pan-Amenca\n ‘Company is'

"ploheermg Negotlatlons are under way :
" for!; ‘line to" tap the ' Orient.line at Hono-{
¢ luiii Hawan, and. swmg southwest to Auk- :
-‘land;t New Zealand where connectxon
1 wotld be’ made with a line in operation to.
Austz‘aha‘, Kingman Reef: ‘and ‘Pago: PagO»

| comie toutwﬁ@e sky and rest their wings
 on'the quiet, waters"of a coral reef pro-

‘wafild ' be fueling stations, ‘. They, are bits..
of goral Set- in the!'blue of the. largest of '
all soceans.*They came under the protec-
tlon of the Stars and Stripes in an un-
thoughted moment of our national life in a
now remote era when our _paternalistic in-
stmctwgot “%he better of -us, ‘We little '
thought then that sh:ps would one day "

tected'lagoom ‘\“f»‘-(f'&*""—a.{% B "

“Ahd " nearer’ home the Pan-Amencan
Line has been mamtammg a fast and thor-
oughly.dependable-land plane service: be- |
‘tween Brownsvﬂle, Texas, and Buenos
Alres, Argentma This is one of the most
scenic routés’'in the: world. It leads through .
Meéxico, Central America, down the west
coast of South America and- across the
lofty snowclad Andes. This company has -
used chpper flying boats across the Carib- "
bean Sea for a long tune On Nov. 1, it
plans to put ’them in operation  between
Miami, Fla., and Buenos Aires flying over
the West- Indles and along the northern.
and eastern coasts of South America.

The -French,. Germans, Dutch and to
some extent the British, offer the Pan-
American competltlon in some of its ter-
ritory. But they are far outranked by the.
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