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'HINDENBURG BURNS IN LAKEHURST CRASH:

21 KNOWN DEAD, 12 MISSING; 64 ESCAPE

Merchants, Students
‘and Professional Men -
~on the Dirigibfle

LEHMANN IS A SURVIVOR

Veteran Zeppelin Commander,
- Acting as Adviser on Trip,
Is Seriously Burned

CAPT. PRUSS IS-ALSO SAFE

C. L. Osbun, Sales Manager,
Who Survived a Plane Crash,
Escapes Second Time

Notables from many walks of life
were among the passengers on the
ill-fated Hindenburg; They included
merchants, students and business
and professfonal men and women,

Many of the survivors owed their
lives to the fact that they were ap-
parently near windows in the diri-
gible when the accident happened
and were able to leap through them
to the ground in safety.

Among the survivors listed were
Captain Ernst Lehmann, veteran
Zeppelin commander; Captain Max
Pruss, the new Hindenburg com-
mander; Herbert O’Laughlin of
Chicago, employed by the Consum-
ers Company of Elgin, Ill.; Clifford
L. Osbun, export sales manager of
the Oliver Farm Equipment Com-
pany of Chicago, and Ferdinand
Lammot Belin Jr. of Waahmgton,
D.

Lehmann’s Condition Grave

Early this morning Dr. E. G.
Herbener, staff surgeon at the Paul
Kimball Hospital in Lakewood, said
that Captain Lehmann was on the

suffering from shock and second
and third degree burns of the face
and body. Captain Pruss is suffer-
ing from second and third degree
burns of the face, forehead and
arms and will probably  recover,
Dr. Herbener said,

Among the passengers who were

Pannes, passenger traffic manager
of the Hamburg-American Line and
North German Lloyd at New York,
and his wife; Ernst Rudolf Anders,
partner of the firma of Seelig &
Hille, tea merchants of Dresden,
Germany, and his son, R. Herbert
Anders, and Hermann Doehner of
Mexico, D. F.

Captain Lehmann and Captain
Pruss were in the control gondola
when the crash occurred. Both offi-
cers, together with several other
members of the crew, leaped
through the gondola windows to
safety

Lehmann an Adviser

doubtful list. Captain Lehmann is|.

still unaccounted for were John|-

Captain Lehmann, who wus .evv-|
g as adviser aboard the Hinden-|
burg, had been commander of the
ship until this year, He has had
long experience with the lighter-
than-air craft, and has been asso-
ciated with Hugo Eckener, world-
famous authority on Zeppelins,
since 1931,

He was born March 12, 1886, at
Ludwigshafen, on the Rhine, the
son of a chemist. He became a
naval cadet in 1905 and later en-
tered the Polytechnic Institute at
Charlottenburg, a borough of Berlin.

During the World War Captain
Lehmann received the German Iron
Cross award. After the war, as
second in command to Eckener, he
brought the dirigible L.os Angeles
to Lakehurst in 1924, When the
Hindenburg was completed in 1936
Captain Lehmann was placed in
command, a position he held until
recently, when Captain Pruss was
elevated as commander of the ship.

Mr, Osbun’s escape from the dis-
aster marked the second time that
he had narrowly missed death as
the result of a flying accident.. Last
year he ,was aboard a transport
plane when it was forced down en
roite from Puerto Rico to Buenos
Aires, Soon after he was trans-
ferred to a motorboat’ with other
passengers and the motorboat blew
up. Mr. Osbun escaped injury, but
two other passengers were seriously
burned.

Mr, Osbun declared that he was
talking to fellow passengers in the
dining salon, looking down through
the observation window watching
the ship being moored, when the
disaster occurred. He was appar-
ently blown through the window and
thrown to the ground, suffering in-
juries., He was taken to the Paul
Kimball Hospital in Lakewood,
wheres his condition was said to be |
not serious.

Mr, Osbun is 37 years old, the fa-
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THE HINDENBURG IN FLAMES ON THE FIELD AT LAKEHURST

The giant airliner as she settled 1o the ground near her mooring mast at 7:23 o’clock last night -

DISASTER Ay

10 GAS BY EAPERTY

‘Washington Sees Dangerous
Comhination of Hydrogen

and Blue Gas as Cause
e

e /..

Speclal to THE NEw YQRK TIMES.

WASHINGTON, May 6.— Wash-
ington airship experts fand Congres-
sional leaders received the news of
the Hindenburg — disaster - with
amazement and expregsions of sor-
row But in every igstance those
who commented pointed out that
the three disasters of the United
States Navy were structural, while
that of the German craft was due
to the use of a combination of
hydrogen and blue gas, the most
dangerous of all gases for inflation
of airships.

Dr. Hans Luther, the German
Ambassador, said the (disaster must
not cause the world ito lose faith,
in dirigibles and that it could not:
have been caused P)y technical !
defects.

“It is terrible,” the Ambassador
said. ‘I was horrified by the news,
but it could not Hhave been a
technical matter. It must not cause |
us to lose raith in |dirigibles be-
cause the Graf Zeppelin has oper-
ated safely and efficiently. for
eight ‘years on the run from Eu-
rope to South  Amerjica and else-

"DIBFD |Airship Like a Giant Torch
On Darkening Jersey Field

Routine Landing Converted Into H yste;’ical
Scene in Moment’s Time—Witnesses Tell
of ‘Blinding Flash’ From Zeppelin

/

LAKEHURST, N. J., May 6.—The
Hindenburg, giant silver liner of
the air, suddenly became a torch
above the naval air station here to-
night. What began as a routine
landing of the transatlantic airship
ended in a holocaust.

The ground crew, officials of the
naval air base, spectators, reporters
and press photographers were going
about their customary business of
aiding or watching the ship nose
into the mooring mast.

Two ground lines had been dropped
from the nose. These, attached to
the cars running on a circular track

1around the mast, were holding the

ship ngse down at a thirty-degree
angle, and helping it jockey into a
position favorable with the wind
for a mooring.

A thunderstorm had passed over,

. the. field a short time before and a ;

drizzly rain was still falling. Twi-;
light was beginning, although the|
visibiliiy was still good.

So sm..u.nly that it left spectators
on the verge of hysteria for some
time afterward, the ship burst into

where.” el
Secretary Hull sent|the following

message tonight to Kionstantin von

Neurath, the German Minister of |
Foreign Affairs:

“I extend to you and to the people
of Germany my profopnd sympathy
at the tragic accident to the dirigi-
ble Hindenburg and |the resultant
loss of life to passengers and crew.”

“It is too terrible ta believe,’” Ad-
miral A. B, Cook, Chief of Naval
Aeronautics, said. ‘/From what I

Continued on Page Twenty-one

|

flame. Some one in the ground
crew yelled ‘“Run for your lives!'
and the crew did. The stern of the
ship settled and the photographers,

!squinting through the view finders

of their cameéras, ran toward the
ship.

’I:he occurrence sounded, wit-
nesses said, like two explosions, one
following the other about thirty
seconds apart. Some said they saw

1the noises they described as ex-:
! plosions gave way to the sounds of ;
Ihuman screams.

By CRAIG THOMPSON
Special to THy NEW Yorx Tismks,

{

In the “heavier-than-air’ hangar,
the pilot of an American Air Lines
plane, waiting to ferry passengers
from the airship into Newark,
watched from a window.

““It seemed to happen so fast that
I didn’t think anybody could es-
cape,” he said afterward.

He was wrong, for about at that
moment a man ran into the hangar.

‘“His face was black, but he
seemed to be all right otherwise.
He wanted to telephone his mother
in Chicago.”

The passenger was Herbert
James O’Laughlin of Chicago.

On the field was an army detach-:
ment from Philadelphia, detailed
there for just stch an emergency.

This detail promptly went to work,
trucks scurrying over the field
seekmg the injured, while in the
i hangar telephone calls were being
i put through to all points in New
{ Jersey and New York City calling
for ambulances, doctors, nurses,
medicine.

All this occurred while the flames
spread toward the uptilted nose of
the ship, while the stern sank to
the ground to be followed shortly
by the entire length, girder and
strut, the bared ribs of the ship
from which the skin had disap-
peared. \

Robert Seelig, Murray Becker and
Larry Kennedy, all newspaper
camera men, related what they had
seen.

one burst of flame, others two, but!

‘“There was a noise that sounded
: like bullets coming out of the gon-
i dolas,” Seelig said. ‘‘I saw nobody

Continued on Page Twenty-one

CERMANY SHOCKED
BY THE TRAGEDY

At First Disbelieving, Line’s
Officials Tell of Receiving
Message of Landing

Bpecial Cable to THE EW York TIMES.

BERLIN, Friday, May 7.—It was,
a few minutes after 1 o’clock this:

morning when the first news of the
disaster to the Hindenburg reached
Berlin by telephone from The New
York Times Bureau in London.
The bureau forwarded the brief bul-
letin to the effect that the airship
had been destroyed wrile making
its landing. No details were given.

At that hour the German news-
papers were without news. Several
first editions, in fact, had reported
the Hindenburg’s supposedly safe
arrival on the strength of an er-
roneous telegram received by the
company in Frankfort on the Main.

It was almost two hours later be-|'

fore the news of the disaster with
some few details reached the news-
papers through the medium of the
German official news agency.

Facts' Difficult to Get

In the meantime-such facts about
the airship and its passengers
proved difficult to obtain. The
Frankfort and Berlin offices of the
Zeppelin company were closed and
no complete list of the passengers
or crew was available, A_list of
twenty-one names coraprising fur-
elgn passengers out of a total .ist
of thlxty-nlne was obtxined by tele-
phone from Frankfort, where this
correspondent had retained it since
the sailing day.

Dr. Hugo Eckener, veteran chief
of the Zeppelin service, was in
Austria, where he had lectured last
night int Vienna. The Vienna bureau

SHIP FALLS ABLAZR

Great Dirigible “Bursts
Into Flames as It Is
About to Land

VICTIMS BURN TO DEATH

Some Passengers Are Thrown
From the Blazing Wreckage,
Others Crawl to Safety

GROUND CREW AIDS RESCUE

Sparks From Engines or Statie
Believed to Have Ignited
Hydrogen Gas

A pége of photagraphs of Athe
disaster and survivors Page 20.

" By RUSSELL B. PORTER
Special to TES NEW YoRx TIMEs,

NAVAL AIR STATION, LAKE.
HURST, N. J,, May 6.—The zep-
pelin Hindenburg was destroyed by
fire and explosions here at 7:23
o’clock tonight with a loss of thirty-
three known dead and unaccounted
for out of its ninety-seven pas-
sengers and crew.

Three hours after the disaster
twenty-one bodies had been recove
ered, and ‘twelve were still missing.
The sixty-four known to be aiive in-
cluded twenty passengers and
forty-four of the crew. Many of
the survivors were burned or in-
jured or both, and were taken to
hospitals here and in near-by
towns.

The accident happened just as
the great German dirigible was
ahout to tie up to its mooring
mast four nours after flying over
New York City on the last ieg of
its first transatlantic voyage of
the year. Until today the Hinden-
burg had never lost a passenger
throughout the ten round trips it
made across the Atlantic with
1,002 passengers in 1936.

Two Theories of Cause

F, W. von Meister, vice president
of the American Zeppelin Company,
zave two possible theories to ex-
plain the crash. One was that a
fire was caused by an electrical
circuit “induced hy static condi-
tions” as the ship valved hydrogen
gas preparatory to landing, An-
other was that sparks set off when
the engines were throttled down
while the gas was being valved
caused a fire or explosion.

Captain, Ernst Lehmann, who
commanded the Hindenburg on
most of its flights last year and
was one of tonight’s survivors,
gasped, “I couldn’t understand it,”
as he staggered out of the burning
control car. Captain Max Pruss,
commanding officer of the airship,
and Captain Albert Stampf were
also among the survivors,

Captain Lehmann was critically
burned and injured; the other
officers were also burned, but less
seriously.

Experts in lighter-than-air op-
erations who saw the accident said
tonight that when the two landing
lines were dropped by the dirigible
at 7:20, they were immediately
made fast to the mooring cars on
the circular track about the moor-
ing mast., The crew began to
make the lines taut, but the ship
had gathered too much momentum,
according to these observers, and
drifted several hundred yards past
the mast. The starboard line
pulled hard as the nose of the ship
passed over the mooring mast at
the top.

Order Not Heard

Captain Pruss, making his first
trip in command of the dirigible,
signaled and shouted, “Pay out!”

This order was heard hy the op-
erator on one mooring car, but
not by the other, as the shout went
against the wind and could not be
heard. Consequently, one moering
car paid out and the other did not.
The result was that the ship was
thrown off its balance and lost the
perfect equilibrium it had pre-
viousl~ had.

Its mose dipped, forwar& ballast
was dropped and the elevators were
set to raise the ship. Instead the
ship was held tight by one yaw
line. The nose was pulled over
and the elevators had an effect
opposite to that which they were
intended to have, according te this

of TuE NEw York TiMEs traced |version. The tail dropped sharply
him to Graz and obtained his ad-'and the bottom rudder hit the
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