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AMERICAN ASSOG\TION OF AIRPORT EXECUTIVES 
Office of the Executive Seer tary 

P. o. Box 718 
Waterloo, Iowa. 

January 15, 1953. 

Tos ALL MEMBERS OF THE AMERICAN ASSOCIATION OF AIRPORT EXECUTIVES 

From: THE DESK OF THE EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 

We are enclosing herewith a very fine pa.per which our Past 
President Woodruff DeSilva, Manager of the Los Angeles International 
Airport, recently delivered at the Kitty Hawk Day Luncheon in the 
tiiltmore Hotel, Los Angeles. 

The paper came to our attention and we wrote to Woody and 
asked if he would duplicate sufficient eopies ~ bat we could mail 
it to the Membership. If nothing else this pa proves that Calif
ornia has played and continues to play a far grea r pa.rt in aviation 
developiaent than does the great State of Texas. 

If any of our good TexaP bers dispute this statement, 
we invite them to prepare a pa.per 5~ ;he Aviation History of Texas 
to be delivered to th~ ICAN ASSOCIATION OF AIRPORT EXECUTIVES 
in Kansas City, Misso i, · n March 24. The gauntlet is down, you 
Texas Mavericks, -- Wo .Silva, Cec Meadows, Mike Doolin and the 
rest of th:d!;fornia Gang say that no one in Texas · oan write a 
speech as g u1 as this one which logs the development of aviation. 

If anyone in Texas thinks he can tie or beat thi one, we 
would like to hear from. you by FEBRUARY 15. 

Have you marked the last week of March on your calendar? 
Be sure and plan to attend the nnual Convd.on in Kans s City, 
Missouri, March 2.3 to 26 inclusi va. 

WEB:vs 
Encl .. 

CC:>rdially, 

/s/ WALTER 

Walter Eo Betsworth 
Executive Secretary 
A. A. of A. E. 



.. VI llOrf HISTOFY Of, SO HERN OALIFORll!! 

Paper deliver by Woodruff De Silw, 
tan.ager of Los Angele International 
Airport - Kitty Ha'Wk Day Luncheon, 
Wedn aday, D ce.:nber 17, l9S2 ... Biltmore 
Bowl ·• Los An elea, California. 

7 aubJeot today ie the h1etorical background and developnent ot 
aViation in Southern Ce.lii'ornia, particularly the Lo11 Ancal.os area. 

!n re arching th:is aubJect, I !'ind tha't credit goe to Gabriel 
D La Landell or France (1812-1886) for originating the .. ·ord aViation" 
-when he startled the world 'With the design or a. otea!.n air liner utilifl.DB 
the air ere principl basis <Jf the present helicopter, 

De La Landello along with others organized the ••Societo d' utolooo
tion Aer1 nne" in 1862. Two y i- aft~J."'l:ard thia bo . tJSociete d •Aviation", 

the f'i:rat record 1n the world of the word *'av1at1on". 

Th e rl7 beginnings or av1at1on in California centered around 
Sant.a Ana and Gl 1m L. Martin. In 1908 Mutin started oonatru.oting his own 
plane 1n an abandoned church. Th n h taught himself to f'17 in this pusher. 
Martinie aa.id to be the third person in the eo,mt.ry to teach himself the rt 
of flying. 

Aa early e 1904, Roy Knabenebuo tlew a btlloon trom Chutes Park at 
Main and 'Wasbi gton Streets on a circular course over Loe Angeles and. returned 
to h1a point of takeott. 

The l te Colo el Henr, H raoy, for JMnY years head or th Lo ngeles 
Weather ur u, in the co:n}'M n:r of Lt. Frank P. Lahm, now General L , retired, 
and l1v1ng in Los Angel a, '-'On the f'irat balloon oup race 1n the Gordon B nnett 
eYant eld in Paris, in 1906. Colonel Hersey made ·nan7 balloon a.scansions trom 
Chutes Park. Charles Coey, a well kno-wn eronaut took orr trorn th same lo • 
t1on on March 25, 1909, in the fir t balloon honeymoon in America. and landed 
n San Fernando. 

Hiatoric lly speeldru , Dominguez Fi ld, south or Loa An ~eles proper, 
received vorld ttent1on ror the first international Air Mnt in the United 
State • Thia was h ld .tr Janu~ry 10th to the 20th, 1910. Glenn Curtiss 
bro ev ral \iorld records t that time Lewie Pe:ulhan, the premier Fr nob 
tlyer, s blioh d a n w ltitud ,orld record or 416' re t tor which he a 
large prize, it is stated. t. the a ,e air meet Ro1 KM.ben1h and L1ncolD 
eechey er f'l,-1ng em1-r1 d dirigibles. 

Arch Hoxse1, on or the first atudenta or the Wright brot er, -waa 
killed in the se nd meet t Domingue::& Field on De ber 31• 1910 • . During the 
t o sub uent meets t Dominguet1 Fi ld in 1911 and 1912, Walter Brooldne, who 
ha lived in Los Angele man, years, tnd ws tho tirat atudent ot the Wr1gbt 
brother also 1cipated. 

Th fir t international Meet wae aot1vel7 aupported by Willi• Randolph 
Hearat and Harry Chandler and vaa tirwicial success. Many looal reatdenta N

ber this gre t air eho. 

to 
ri'ax. 

s bli h d at Venice, C llf'ornie.. One year 
raury Aviation Oo"'p!\n7 and tounded n airport 



In 1918 S7d Chaplin and er, Rogers eeta.bllehed t Chaplin Field 
on the south sid of llsh1 oulevud, dje. · nt to De{ille Fi ld.. T ter 
ogere took ov the int&roats of ill and · he airport w: a kno\411 a Roser, 

Air.F-ort. 

i etruotoi-

ddu,c l ter operated cb uled ervtc bet on an Di•go San 
Franci co, n ll o along with Larry Fri ts wer nootly i~entifi d tor 
·. mlJ" ye r afterwards 'W1 th d:r tranapor ti.on. 

In 1912 ;artin new the tir t air 
Cal.1fox-nta, ruid in that -:, r 'artin J!I.OVed tro 
He us d Griffith P rk e h1s tlyin field vhicb. v 
.latio l Guard Airport. 

In 1914 h eatabllah.ed a !lying acbool and did eon id ble t et work 
01,1 lilhat is now the s~t or th• Los Ang lee International Airport, At th e 
tbae ho was ·testing nylng bo t 1n "Nigger Slough" at 122nd a ain Streate. 

D nald Douglas join t tartln o:rpnlaation in Ausuet 1915, ..,h e 
he t up -with Eric Springer, LM"T7 Dell, nov pres1dGnt or Bell Airor tt, dwar4 
Dou and orge Stromple. Gl nn Martin had t et Dona.lei Douglae who a a 
graduate or the Naval Acsde 111 and MIT• prior to August or 1915. Martin ployed 
n1a .chler engineer by exchange r letters. His 1:"A!IIA,.k on eeting Do d Dou'"lae 
tor the r1r t ti et w1a.s, "'You, -why ,ou are ju.at a boy, a bo7 engin rl" H -
ma1ned with Martin a. little over toui· years~ There was a break or sem ot 
one year tor tour ot duty a Cb1et Endneer th the Sisnal Corp, Aviation 
Section. In June o£ 1920, Dou,,.las returned to Loa Angeles and t'omed the Dart• 
Dowr.l e Company. Hi office ws. in tho back or a b.u•btu- shop in Loa ngele and 
he rented lott apace to build the Couldater ·.bich Dan proposfld to tly tro Loe 
Angelo to the t Co st. · rie Sprin •01· d DaVie did not e E st C t 
but it 1 intel'o-ting to ote t t th1 plane wa later ueed by Claude R,an in 
01aratinging a passenger service out. or San Diego. 

ShortJ.y after t.'le tailure or the Clou ter in it W&DSc:o 1t1ne tal 
tl .. ght,t Don.-~14 Do l a ol)tain n order fr .'a.shin ton for tta- torpedo 
plane. HoiNever, he vaa in noed or tinenclng nd hie triend, Blll Henry t 
the Loe Angeles Time , introduoed hi to Harry Cbandler. C,.__er in rested 
nin other local 'bus1'ne a me ~ join with ha to dvance the neces ary 15,000. 
Chandl.x- reco~z .,ho m,ed or ne\o 1nduat.ry' tor th WlitJ s willing 
to gambl -0 on f\V:1.r.t1on. 

On Nov""'"""'"r 26, 1923, Lo B oh MUD1cd.pal trport waa dedioated 
arl Daugherty landed th firat 1rplane or1 · t, ai • t. t.bout tbia • time, 

Clover ield 1n ~ n ~~~va. r iv d ~oxld &ttenttoa ~ nth fir t roUDd-the-
world t ght s aw t.rom Santa Mo:d on March 17, 1924 in Dougla1 built 
a1rcratt. And new milestone iti aviation -wae stablish d. 

Once gain in 1926, w---, \Jeatern xrr••• •• or1am.11ed., e tin4 
Bill Henr7 nd Chandler prominentl.7 1clent1t1ed vi th thia onterpri.N. On April 
17, 1926, c. H. "Jimmy" J , a took oft tro Salt Lake City tor Loa Angel .. 1D a 
Douglaa D '-2 - the Loa A ......... tera1 WI 1ng V 11 •14 on th , atR 1. • ---
or Lo- n _ ls ..rlior a 4, toot oiled runva7 bi ectad a hny field and 
ot eort d been construct • 

Dur1ns the firat ye or op r tione there vaa a pand total ot 71,414 
pounds o mail, 209 pass ngers, and 263 pound or ir expr as carried by tbia 
C011l.p&n7• 

On S pte:n 5, 1926, Pacific Air Tr'azulport tarted operation tram 
Seattle to Los Angeles under 1r 11 ttac\ 1 . • e, the Loa :lea terminal. 
point be1ng Cr•nobav Blvd., Just aouth -of axposi_tion Blvd. And along bout the 
aame time, Aero Corporation s established nd th nsme or Jaok rr,o, Paul 
lU.cbter, 1111 Hamilton, and Le lannipn pptaar on th ne. 



In 1927 they t'on:.ed Studard Air Lines and eat!t.hliehed pa. sengel' 
:rvice b tw' Los l~ le&, Tuo on, a.nd El Pa~o. The basa cf operations 

· w 98th ,westeni Avenue. 

t; th e•ld ot '29 e.n the early 30(e there ere re than 1tt1 air
ort in Lo An las Count:,. One of theee .,e.s et:roi,o1$.tei •• irport nea.r Van 
Uf'8, Californi , founded by al.do Waterman in 1929. Thie airport io now known 

San Fern9ndo V y irport and is o -era.ted by the City or Los Angol s, 
A~J,.~~ent or irports. 

At this time tlt'U11 tbinga ~ere king pl ce in the fiel ot :viatioA, 
both nat1.onall7 and particularly "tn Loa Arur.elas. Lindbergh had co:mplated hie 
t ans-A tlanttc croaeing in 192~1, and tho t 11 tio J.. A.ir R"'oes re h•ld in 
Se .. te..... r, 1928, t tha present r.i1 te of Los Anl'T.~les Internationu irport. 
H re the tamoua Navy team, th 'Zhre Sea Hawks, and "he ArDlY 'rbreo Musketeers 
pin d world reru:nm. On ot th& a.my team wa& killed during thia meet and Slim 
Lindbergh took a ving po ition tor the 'balan or the ir Met,. 

with the s age of the Wa'Q"es Bill 1n 19)0, und with l oatmastor 
General W ter Brown is9\line ultamatu-n to the varioua air lino,. r.rany mergers, 
-~K1"~tion , and re-orpniz t:i.ono took placa in vhe scheduled airlines f'iold. 

We torn built tho Alhambra. Airport on Valley Blvd.., and moved thore 
on July 7, 1929. Bert Kinn!lr open~ the Glenclale .irport $on 1923, 'Whan be ea .. 
tabli hed hi~ airplane a.ud tor company att tnat location d it. wa torma.ll.7 
4edic ted on February :221 1931• as the Gr nd Ccntt.rsl Ail'·port, and '!'rans-Continental 

~eat rn Air Lines tarted oi:,o tiona rr m that location. Prior to th .. ,t time 
United Airport, now Lockheed Air Ter inaJ.., \I s dedicated on May- JO, 1930. 

In 1927, Jack Northrop, former ployet? of the Dous,).ae Company, along 
wi tb Alan Lockheed and hia brotbex· began building airplanes in :Los Angeles on 
Citrus vanue, just otE Santa Mo ie& 1 • The tirat Lo_ckheed Vega called the 
"Golden Egle" was built. by thes men. Tb• plane was purcha ed b7 William Randolph 
He rat a.s an orrtl";y in the Dole Fli ht .rom Oakland, Cs.li.foruia, ·to Hawaii to take 
pla on · UJ,sWtt l 7, 1927 • 

The plane was trucked to the present 1 te of Loa Angel s International 
Airport nd s teat flown by Eddie Bell de e.ttor barley atacka were ved astd• 
to clear the so-called runwq. The pertormanoo waa ao good, and running out or 
time to . e the entry dat at Oakls.nd, Boll e took off with t. minil or test-
ing. Hi passengers -.,,ere ack Northrop, l nne h J 1 and A •.• noehlen. ihile 
tlying over Santa Sus- na P ' :m, F o hl. ·n f l t F ethine amp on hi• neck an lc.,oked · 
up to disoover p olin· l ak. A note ~ a paa tid to Bell e to immediately re
turn to th barley field. Her& ·the n oes ary repairs to leaq gasoline tank 
wero ade ad tho tlight resumed. 

Then in uguat of 1929, tl&e G Zepp&lln made a trip &rcnmdvthe wrld, 
anchoring the wn of August 26 t the Loa .Aneeles ? un1c1ptJ. irpor-t &ft<Jr non-
atop !light trom Japan. This location had be the Mwd.c1pal Airport October 
1 1 1928. Tho . !'i ld -w s u ed tor th*' fational Air aaes in 193J, an4 1936. 
Pages or :vi tJ.on biatory re -wr1tton at these nente bf such en as Doolittle, 
Havka, Goebel , 'l'urnor, Ud t, "al.\i~ni., end hoat of others,. J,. H. Kindleberger 
brought •• A. to Loa Angele 1n l9J5. Tho 1unic1pal Airport vas nearly a ba)'field 
v n t n. 

Thio an only the briei"eat of aUJII! tion • Only the high points oan 
be touched tor ti.ch ie aviation bietory in t.bia area that, it would take aeveral 
vol es to do the aubje t 3 t1 • 

world know that a.via ion oa'1ltl into Ml accompliahmont here. The 
ea or uv,~-• Lockhe , Northrop, M tin, and dleberpr are houeebold •orda. 

OUr a1 route no stretch to ry corner of th globe. 

th t t e do.ring avia Jt: b d. the Sou · rn 

In 1926, when est.em lr Lines bepn opara.tion, 209 ba:rd;y aoula Joined 
the 1'ly1n fr. terni ty as a ngera. · 
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For the ti.cl ,.er or 1951•52 - 2>709,421 un a 
r air mall and 74,960,470 pounds of r fre1 t we c r1 in nd out ot 

Los Ang lo.,, t u-ou. Los .... - ........ e Inte1-nat1on 1 Airport and Loolche ir T 111.1.,.1a,,,1.. 

I tb1nk or no better '-Ol"d& of prophesy, than th ae ·ord or 
aoientiet who pla:,od a part in th early st.a of aViati - Th Alva 
and I quotet 

(Date• ly 20th Century) 

"Th n w . e 1a here. Time and s ce are being ellm1r. te4 -
th 1 10rld i iri t · o !r. It i:l a. r...ac:aJ,ficent, .:t1e in vbioh to 
live. It is a. magnificent age in which to 11ve. o one knows 
·mt tcmorro..., y bring i"orth. 

"To every man vllo has c~mtribt:.tod, 
future, to the dovelo ent or~ 
I ex end th band of tellowship. 

nd i..'i_l contri ute in the 
progress in ll its p see, 

"To the o.,t oltiera, to Z ... ppnlln, to ,he x'ight brothero - and 
to the thous nda who brought bout thi ne\ol orld ~h1oh i on-
3t=,nt;J.7 l'.ilit t' -er tod by eoienoet im·,1n1.tion, - d di eov ry, 
I pay tr1 te." 


