
The bllckground of t he a·evei'ul linaa pion,eering a:tr routes 

t hrough the air l ~nes of tbif.i country ii:, 11o 't onl::( full of interest but 

is ~ortb1 o..: revitnr.. lt .is un unfortuna:te CQ111Q,11mta,r7 on societ y tMt 

~be.n en i nstitut i on provides s atief 1iotor1 se:r;.1.ce und keeps r;oll abreast 

o.f times iJ2 p1·oviding means t o continue oec.iaf octo1·y service t hf;1.t tlw 

institution should be regarded an a routine function by many whoee 

inter,eat yields onl:y to &lily ev,smt s. I t 11:1 uiomat:1.c ch~t &n,r eucettas

f'.ul i ns t.1 tut1on mui:rt b~ oonoo1ved t rith a foundation of pem,u1ency, eroeted 

with tn: .. tlle of endu1•ing i'Oonom1c strengt h tHl.d roofed wi t h i .nteg:rit7 ~nd. 

a zo l to aerV€h 

An i nt:lt.i.'tution so conceived and so dedicated hocom'1ts an 

i 11 tegr1 . .1.l )art, of' 1.lw com..·,1.uu ty i t teirve~ w:id eaoh i 3 the reoi11:hmt or 

\l'i::uuaij t'.hat ,~r e t r rmslated into the life• s blood of the ot •r.. &ieh 

bcoo!leei :;tr onger becr.1.use of t hG t h:n· and t heir aottvl ty nr.:d 13,;,;.ht onco 

r"1 refl ect,ad i :1 tho atJteem and the regard tha. iG had and s.ll'.:nni 

t o\tiut·ds Ohilch o ther . 

The f our air lines comprising Uni tod Air Linos a:re pioneers in 

air trllnSp◊:d.~tion in ths full.ea t s en8e oi: t he word.. Each l i ne • ae the 

f irt1 t ~ix- J.ina t/4) ~erve th community 1 t no11 t ouches. Eaeh line secured 

i t s .r;i;iil eont r ac t t hrough competitive bid.ding uorij th:;.:n 1>~ve:n yGars ago .. 

Ee.ell l ina as sisted tl"le govar?Went wi t h the initir~l surveying .of 1 t ~ rou t a , 

lent, en(fi n®rine; ~dviee· w municipal ai rports and, i,n the o.arly day~ ot 

t hf.:l rou te , t m y p rotrided I.l numbe1~ o:t l i g;hte.d eme:rionoy f i eld& and b,;;acons ~ 
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~t1ah lin~, to eome ~xtent, aupen·ted t be gover.nmEn1t. wentb!it· dii:rl.rib\lting: 

tl,gene1e.a so as to p:-ovide t or safer ~nd m.01·~ c.Q?Uaiota11t operat1.on1:1 . Erloh 

l i ne baa i twtolled ootl,,n• and ?llDI"e reliable plani'tt.l and engines ta fa~.t Ile 

they $'er ~ devt'j-loped. BehtJl<i each l ine 1Sta.nd ~ngineer ing end ranuf ctud.ng 

w:dto that s,re coni.:rtuntly creating mor ~ eff.ecti:.,..,o and. more ei'.l?1a1e'1t &quip

lilent l!l'i th ti0bich thu1 l i nes Clill'l better s&rve t b.01r r <:H!pect :tvo conmrunit1e$. 

It ia 11 notewor tl::tr f t~et tl¥at United Ai r .Linea baa pionee.red 

e;ve1•y itcport.ant pht:i.ae of ttb· trn.ooportiition. OtbertJ ba.ve. foll.owie<i 1n its 

lf!'.ike aod th'-.) pto ·er-b t.oo t .. imitati on is the sincere at .f onn. ot fla t:tery" 

never held so true ~s i t does in the case of the Uniteu Air Line.s uni. ta . 

Evor,y ope:ra t io1l ,1f cona~c,:uence her~ or abr otld h!!:5 ado,pud some oi- :Miny 

pha:.aes f Unit(ffiB iiir l,in~s• oper~ting pr:.u:t .ieoe and roufa! enginee:ring. 

No gr tu1ter i ndi rec t or.1pl im1.ult could be pai d to the pion~filring ctnd t he an

g:in~ed .ng develo~ent; fas conceived ,md earriod out by t he unit~ of United 

il1· Lin< .. e., 

I t 1'1 i t~t~r(,st1ug -to not~:: that Oni t~d l:.il" tine, w~.i tb,~ f i 1·sti 

( ii) '10 :fl y aon·t:act uw.11 ov<;it' a rou·te ,one t.roulil(Uld :nil(t8 

(b) 'lo tly pai:rnenget'i at ni ght ovor long di 1stances in all 

types of cabin pl n.ee . 

(c) '.l'o usei two-1~R1 rtl.d:io telepl10~· in si:rpl,u1e1:.1. 

(d) '.l'o operllta ~sp~~ie.ll.Y design~id c1.1rgo pl~nefll . 

( e) 1'o $~ mol'ti ~~i l &nd p~.Stc:J~lli~T~ , t tttght twin by d,iy • 

(.f) To t'l.,y fifty tdllion m.Uf:i'.:1 . 

( i) :to o!'f er a,ir e:l'ltpresa to th(t c'->mmuni t i 6S whi.c h 1 t f~$l"VOfl .• 

(h) 'to f,r;:uip :its JJl£tne.~ till th r,,v:'f;'t'I PJ'OV(in ins t.'rumGnt t1hieh would 

facili t~tl.'!! ,mcl iJ1sUl't; safe flight. 



de~ndo of l'.iodern air tl'imsportution,. 

( j) Io evol .ve- find d,n.{i f n::i t.e ruletJ for f'light morf.~ i:ntenai ve 

th.>ln any t'l.tHilOCiiltion 01 regula ·tor.r body evolvfJd 01· designed. 

(k) 'Po oxceod the, or inary roqulrerasnts fen.• ootlfort, ai fe.t,y 

and epeed. 

Onitad Air Line~ bn~. al"Waya beliiwed thi1t ~ii:r tr(:it'i flpo:rtnt1on 1$ 

morr, than ju:, t un;y ¼'-.ind o:£ i~ plc.nG in the .oky. I t i'lieL, th-a ls.rg~s't f le.a:t 

itt. l i ner, theri:1 ~re a hundred ot.h:B-r plime~ boing m.inutely inf)poeted, ~:x-

1}13r·tly concli t.ion ,,ci m1d e.a:refulfy .~ade r·iHJ fe r t.'b.o ivs:ll:.t trip. M.tJ.11ona 

ot clollar"s are in-ver.:ited in those :ti.'U10a and extenai ve grountl fi:1t'lilities. 

lio etxpi3U$O is spared t o pi0 0'1ide pi-cpe:r and t:.d~quate aq,uipment, tand thoroughly 

m(,.1.J:.orrHi plt ... 11~ the pilot i a r£bl.y ilSSi a.t~d b~· e. eo- pil.ot tJJbos~ fl)"i:ng r ecord is 

envi able .. lha.-,·e men art, under eoru) tai'l.t m~dioru. >J,upertlsion- '1'he11'.' heifu th 



.For aver1 one f t h @e pilota t llere Are f our employee$ on t he 

~round bu.sily a:ngag in aintu.ining equipment and a~t f1o ~ at the h1!:;h..;st 

P,':) edblo s ti.:,.ndatd. Eaoh men hit lrnen intensivi;:,ly t:r.'.linod for his poui t io11 

a,,nd 1 U"' t h: Vi!l pas~ed lt Gct1tis£i c l:..Ol'.'y e qi.nati on befo1•a, he tHlt>; a@~i gnod to 

bitt particular ~ork. Thus no d~lt~l or phffi.oo of wor:K is ovorlook:od., 

Aa hiulB be-en i r.dioatad, Utd. ted Air Line/$ 1 tac ., i~ t o arott the f uture . 

It r1:.1i'uaea t o at.t'l:nd flt.ill llnd aila benignly on 1 ta b.lnd111ork. t r a11 1z .e 

1t se1"V$i , '.f!enc~ t h~ r&fl~ :rch and ttnuf o.cturiniJ uni ts a $:'}oci a t od uith th41< 

tr,im poi•ti1it ion divir.d.on aro cons·ui,n.t l y l~oodn,--· to further .P'erteet ~· d 

;pro• uce onginas, pl ane:$ o.nd auxili~ry equiprttlnt which · i l . k&ep t 1~ eoinpn:Q;t 

in adv,'lnc:e af' p r !!.i!liElll't,, day e<1UiP11~nt tl."nd pr1:1o t ieep. 

Sc 1 t m s been durinz t ~ !)fiot s~wm. yea.re ninoe a ir tr~nepor trAt.ion 

\'rei,l s tarted. Radio-telophoi:cy' ol:les i ts e,once;ption o -:i ct-e.a'ti <m t o U .it;1.11d 

i r- Linell' . Tl:l& un:h·~1-sally uet,d sy t •.:tm of f light control ~a 1t~r-'ted b,y 

Onite,d Air tiol!)s ''he u :so of un ·ttendant to JY.t'ovide uttnof t comfort £or 

pastengeris \thile in f llght <>!' in e: ota t i~l1 ,ms in!llu?ur t1a:d by Onite.d r Li. q,m ,. 

The f'i:r st iiir e;~pri:;c.;$ \ttiS ·ct::.:ri•ied l>y Unit.,,d Air Lin•:H1. 'fhe nrot a i :t·ph .nilt 

bui lt to colil'binli! loa e Wt.lf~ bu11 t by ¥¼ cor.ipt1.n, Rssocilll ted n,i th Uni ted .il :r I, 11ea , 

i:md t his ;,;ru1v1 coinp,:.u)J' 'lliill ha:v1,) r e, ;; s hortly t he fine-fi t plane 'tl t ci n be 

built fot' tt'amnor t i on aen1o • I t l s, e bi ... motot·ed tan-place plan c ... pabls. 

o,f Cl"Ui@i.ng 15:~ miloa per hour ri t th i ts t'! tirso of p$.:.meng~rs, aJlail , .r.d o.x;prcse • 

.L ·t "il l hti!Ve th£~ very lG.ta~t .mw~ntint: and .fl ing "" i ds fo r .itlf. two p~lot01 • 

.It ll'ill be 1·oom and cottlf · rt:1'blsJ1 and it •ii'il l b:;'.Ja fr.iet. . I t wi ll &dr! grea t ·· t,) tho 

service no l"~jn· ered es.1.eh community On.i ted Ur Lines serves. 
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TMSi!l coll!!)Uniti ~a touch f!JV-IJl'Y vit,u portion of thrw Omted Sta.t~s. 

It tl city fo on U.ui:t4Jld ~i.t• Line~ over tbt span of oni;; d~1 l t h(Jiii direct iiccess 

or contact. dt 65~ of the popul t.i on or t he llni tod State~. iforo than :a 

million ileis !.\ :iaonth over 6.,,tm, miles of tl:m l t;t.e~i t irn roved govat•1'linf.tnt nir,:i&yo 

koep th1i.;; oor.ttic't ~ll VE:1. it th spet'Jdittr pl;.anea sud lncre .. 3ed. ser·"Vice thti. t. will 

be t,vaUable tll'lort~ , t hese oowu1.mi t i ea will t r-uly h€: tible to re~ch .forth . no 

touch t.,under ,. l t is tlv~ dac:i1•e o:i:' Uri1t,ed A:i,::.- 1.in~}s th:.,t t!v,,y cto ~o. I t i s. the 

h Jpl:l of tlnit,ed Ur Line\~ ths.t t.l:v.::y wi ftb to tlo so. A com-dzt,1nt, fri t,1<:nW; 

S-;1I9pathet ic undar4! t.andi.r.g wil1. ·1r:lke i t po,i •ible . 


