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PREFACE 

• 

ERBER T HOOVER is now the center of more 
human interest than any other man in the world. 
Who he really is and what he really is; what he 
really has done and what he really is capable of 

doing, are subjects of world-wide discussion. 
In view of this we present what is admitted to be the 

best epitome of his life, his character and his accomplish, 
ments, in the form of a masterpiece to which twenty mil
lions of people listened on the radio on the night of October 
25, 1928. 

Thousands of telegrams and letters from every section 
of the country have attested its character as a classic. 

It is the address of the Honorable James Francis Burke, 
General Counsel of the Republican National Committee, 
the friend and adviser of the next President, who was at 
Herbert Hoover's side throughout the Presidential cam
paign. 

We feel that it will find a cherished place in the library 
of every American. 

We also publish the final appeal of the Republican 
party to the voters of America, which was heard by millions 
over the widest radio hookup in history, shortly before mid, 
night on November 5. 

It was delivered by Mr. Burke, in conjunction with the 
closing appeals of Honorable Charles E. Hughes of New 
York and Mrs. Christine Bradley South of Kentucky. 

Mr. Burke has been identified with Presidential cam
paigns for 36 years. He is a distinguished member of the 
Bar of the United States Supreme Court, served ten years in 
Congress, and is known as one of the most eloquent men in 
America. 

- Reliance Life Insurance Company 
of Pittsburgh 



THE REAL 
HERBERT HOOVER 

Ladies and Gentlemen: 

a HA VE the rare privilege of presenting to the 
American people tonight the picture of a man 
upon whom millions are centering their thoughts 
and in whom millions are centering their hopes. 

To many people he is an enigma, while to others he is an 
open book. 

It is always difficult to paint an impartial picture of one 
for whom our admiration has ripened into a genuine 
affection. 

But, as Boswell idolized Johnson and yet contributed to 
English literature one of the finest character sketches in 
history, I hope that with a subject so striking as the per; 
sonality of Herbert Hoover, I may draw a modest picture 
of the man to whose leadership the American people are 
about to entrust their destinies. 

It has been my rare good fortune to be at his side during 
the present battle for the Presidency. 

And here I may say that there is no ordeal in life whose 
vicissitudes, problems and emergencies involve a more 
severe test of physical and mental endurance, than that 
which a candidate for President of the United States passes 
through during a national campaign. 

It is the one period when passions, prejudices and 
selfish motives have a tendency to obscure issues and de; 
throne reason and make it difficult even for philosophers to 
preserve their poise. 

If ever an experience was calculated to reveal the fitness 
or unfitness of a man for the supreme task, which he is 
about to assume, it is the experience a candidate for the 
Presidency undergoes between his nomination and election. 



CHARACTERISTICS OF CANDIDATES 
While for many years I have observed the varying 

characteristics of the distinguished Americans chosen by 
both political parties as Presidential standard bearers, yet I 
have enjoyed no rarer pleasure than associating with and 
studying Herbert Hoover at close range from day to day 
during the present contest. 

When we combine this man's native instincts with the 
broad knowledge and profound wisdom acquired from 
world,wide experience, we have one of the rarest blendings 
of the finest elements that contribute to the making of 
a man. 

Many people ask, is Herbert Hoover a genius? 
My answer is that if genius be the capacity to accom, 

plish great deeds with ease and bewildering swiftness, 
then Herbert Hoover is one of the world's outstanding 
figures. If, on the other hand, genius be to shine brilliantly 
in a variety of activities, and to fail in nothing he under, 
takes, then Herbert Hoover is the outstanding genius of 
his time. 

IN THE HEARTS OF MILLIONS 
And what is the record of this man whose name is on 

the lips and whose image is in the hearts of millions of 
human beings, to whose mouths he has brought bread, to 
whose backs he has brought raiment, to whose sick and 
starving bodies he has brought new life, to whose business 
he has brought scientific methods and prosperous results, 
to whose politics he has brought a clean character and to 
whose statesmanship he has brought a genuine conception 
of our nation's needs? 

Let us picture briefly his career: 

Fifty,four years ago, while the State of Iowa was still 
the home of the pioneer, under the roof of a sturdy black, 
smith, a mother rocked a baby to sleep to the tune of a 
Quaker lullaby. 

Within four years that blacksmith father had sti;uck the 
anvil for the last time, while three years later the mother's 
lips that sang the lullaby were forever silent, and an orphan 
boy faced whatever fortune the treasure house of the 
future held in store for him. 

Romances and realities have marked the careers of 
many world characters, but never in all history has a single 
individual borne so direct and vital a relationship to as 
many human beings, of varied nationalities, in such a 
diversity of emergencies, in peace and in war, as has that 
once lonely lad who tonight counts his friends and followers 
by the millions. 

GOOD WILL HIS INSPIRATION 
Moreover, that record has not involved the sacrifice of 

the life or the fortune or the reputation of a single individual 
in order that he might build his own success, but it has 
breathed the very spirit of good will toward all mankind. 
It has manifested itself in allaying hunger and thirst, in 
banishing the miseries of disease, in giving shelter from 
the wind and storm and the winter snows, and, finally, 
in contributing to the industrial, commercial and spirit, 
ual progress of a great nation. 

A WORLD BENEFACTOR 
He has an outstanding genius for unusual accomplish, 

ments. 
That genius first manifested itself in the Boxer Rebel, 

lion in 1900 when he won the gratitude of imperiled Ameri, 



cans whose lives he had saved, and the commendation of the 
Chinese Government for his courage and humanity. 

It manifested itself in thirteen successful years as a world 
engineer with offices in San Francisco, New York, London, 
and other centers, during which period he traveled all over 
the world spreading American methods from the Equator 
to the Arctic. 

It manifested itself again in 1914, which found him in 
Europe inducing foreign governments to participate in the 
Panama Pacific Exposition at San Francisco. 

While in London on this mission, the World War broke 
out. The disorganization, distress, and chaotic conditions 
that followed were indescribable. The American Ambassa, 
dor promptly called upon him to organize the American 
Relief Committee, of which he was made Chairman, with 
the result that through his own personal guarantee and 
those of his friends hundreds of thousands of dollars were 
advanced to American travelers and nearly 200,000 Ameri, 
cans, including young girls in continental boarding schools, 
were cared for in hotels that were chartered and borne back 
to America on ships called into service for that emergency. 

A GIANT'S TASK 
It manifested itself again when this relief work was 

extended to a wider field, and $50,000,000 of charitable 
contributions and the proceeds of $900,000,000 of govern, 
ment loans were received and expended by him without the 
miscarriage of a single dollar. 

A measure of his capacity is revealed in the fact that this 
Commission, of which he was head, operated its own fleet 
of more than 200 ships. It operated hundreds of warehouses, 
mills, bakeries and abattoirs, and directed railroads, m 
.carrying out the greatest relief work in all history. 

I 

1 

It again manifested itself when tuberculosis raged 
among Belgian children, and he directed additional nourish, 
ment be given to 2,300,000 little ones in order that their 
lives might be saved. Every schoolhouse became a feeding 
station for the next four years, during which ten million 
people were fed. 

HOW HE FED EUROPE 
It again manifested itself in 1917, when, with all the 

responsibilities already devolving upon him, he was called 
upon to assume the additional duties of United States Food 
Administrator. 

What man, woman or child in America has forgotten 
that service? 

Rubbish heaps in our cities and millions of acres of waste 
lands by the country roadside were made to blossom with 
life and vegetation, under his magic inspiration, in every 
corner of our Republic, in order that America might feed a 
starving world. 

The story of that organization, which was probably 
the most widespread in its territory and the most diversified 
in the character and number of people enlisted in its aid as 
well as those to whom it gave assistance, has made such an 
indelible impression upon the history of the world that the 
name of Hoover and the name of America have been for, 
ever intertwined in the memories of grateful nations. 

It manifested itself again in 1918, when German over, 
tures of peace were made, and he was again made the central 
figure in that emergency. In Eastern and Central Europe 
millions of people were starving and on the verge of 
anarchy. No food was in sight; no crops were in prospect; 
transportation was demoralized, and stable governmen~ had 
disappeared or was imperiled. War hatreds were still at 



their height, and allied European nations were demanding 
control of American supplies, credit, and transportation. 
In addition to all this, Northern and Central Europe was in 
chaos and agony. Starving people must be fed, governments 
must be saved from dissolution, law and order must be pre, 
served and starvation and death averted. Almost single, 
handed and alone Herbert Hoover broke down that barrier, 
and rescued Germany from starvation and anarchy. 

At this point the Supreme Economic Council became 
the great co-ordinating body of all relief and reconstructive 
organizations in the old world, and with one accord Her, 
bert Hoover was made its official head. Under his leader, 
ship the American Quaker Organization began feeding 
Germany, while the American Relief Administration fed 
the people of the Balkan States. He called to his aid more 
than 1,500 American business men and engineers, and 
assumed control of ships, railroads, telegraph lines, mills, 
fuel supplies, and all the other instrumentalities necessary 
to carry out this great service for the salvation of many 
races. 

BATTLED AGAINST DISEASE 
His genius manifested itself again when, confronted 

with 600,000 cases in the typhoid epidemic in Poland, 
Roumania, and adjacent countries, he secured that equip, 
ment from allied and enemy armies through which the great 
mass of these suffering people were saved. 

Again, it manifested itself in 1919 when with the chil, 
dren of Europe menaced by undernourishment, and when 
whole nations were threatened with generations of suffer, 
ing from rickets and tuberculosis, he again headed relief 
work, for which Congress provided $50,000,000 and 
American charitable agencies added $:;3,000,000 more. The 
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wants of 3,500,000 children in Poland, Czecho,Slovakia, 
Germany, Austria, Jugoslavia, and other countries were 
administered to as a consequence. 

RESCUED RUSSIA 
It again revealed itself in 1921, when Russia fac~d 

starvation and disease and Herbert Hoover was agam 
called to head the American Relief Administration, when 
$24,000,000 provided by the American Congress, $3,600,, 
ooo by the American Red Cross, and $12,000,000 by the 
Russian Soviet Government, was placed at his disposal. In 
sixty days he had established 20,000 feeding stations, con, 
ducted by 120,000 Russian workers, and feeding 12,000,000 
people. Seven million men, women and chi~dre~ '-:ere 
vaccinated or inoculated; 14,000 hospitals and mst1tut1ons 
equipped, and for two years the feeding of hungry children 
was continued. 

His genius was revealed again in the organization ?fa 
great grain corporation through which European nat10:1s 
were fed and American farmers saved from temporary rum. 

In a new form it again manifested itself in 1921, when 
he became the head of the United States Department of 
Commerce, with the result that his administrative policies 
and accomplishments have furnished a record in efficiency 
and benefits to American business unparalleled in all the 
history of the American Government. 

KNOWLEDGE OF BUSINESS 
Someone has asked, "What does Herbert Hoover know 

about business?" 
The answer is found in his successful direction of min, 

ing enterprises in different parts of the world. 



It is found in his reorganization of Belgium's rubber 
plantations and industry to meet the growing wants of the 
world. 

It is found in his organization and successful conduct of 
the American Grain Corporation, which fed Europe and 
saved American agriculture from bankruptcy. 

It is found in the success of his organized effort, at the 
end of the World War, to send five million unemployed 
Americans back to work, while he also secured export 
markets for the product of their labors. 

It is found in the six hundred million dollars of annual 
waste which he has eliminated from American industry. 

It is found in the constructive and coordinating agencies, 
both commercial and governmental, in the application of 
which the American people are tonight a leading factor in 
the commerce of the world. 

It is found in the ingenious and daring method by which 
he circumvented foreign rubber monopolists who sought to 
extract hundreds of millions of dollars from the automobile 
owners of this country. 

WHAT CONSTITUTES BUSINESS ? 

After all, what is business but marshalling the forces of 
money and directing the energies of human beings in pro, 
ducing the best results to be obtained as a consequence. 

If the raising and the wise and honest expenditure of 
one billion one hundred million dollars, under the critical 
eyes of two continents and many governments, is not an 
evidence of business capacity, then tell me what is. 

If the mobilization of ships at sea, the operation of rail, 
ways, telegraph and telephone lines, the establishment of 
warehouses and hospitals, and the raising and transporta, 
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tion of five hundred million dollars worth of food products 
into different countries, without the incompetent or dis, 
honest diversion of a single dollar, is not proof of business 
capacity, then tell me what is. 

As a µiatter of fact, among the world's business geniuses 
of all time, Herbert Hoover shines like a torch among 
tapers. 

More than that, with all the autocratic powers con, 
ferred upon him in great world emergencies, he has remained 
always the modest, unassuming individual that God made 
him-an outstanding enemy of autocracy, bureaucracy and 
government competition in business with its citizens. 

He believes in the perpetuation and encouragement of 
that individual initiative that has been the secret, the pride 
and the glory of our American progress. 

NO FOREIGN TITLES 
And through all his record of accomplishment was he 

seeking glory?No. On the contrary, when he was proffered 
a title by the King of Belgium, he replied: "The only title I 
wish is that of "Friend of the Belgian people'." 

Again a foreign title was dangled before him by British 
diplomats, and he replied: "I appreciate the compliment 
they convey. I'll do all I can to help them, but I'll be damned 
if I will give up my title as an American citizen for any 
other title on earth." 

The last emergency in which his outstanding capacity 
for doing things was to prove itself came with the great 
Mississippi flood, the greatest peacetime calamity in Ameri, 
can history. The justification of President Coolidge placing 
him at the head of this undertaking, with every resource of 
the American Government at his command, was proven 
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when he mobilized all the available instrumentalities of 
commerce, of science and government and rescued and re, 
habilitated 700,000 human beings. 

The magnitude of all these varied activities may be 
appreciated from another standpoint, when we realize 
that they involved in two Continents the receipt and ex, 
penditure of the enormous sum of eleven billion dollars. All 
the more impressive and gratifying is the fact that a voucher 
is in existence to account for every dollar and not a single 
cent has ever been diverted or wasted through incom, 
petence. 

Almost his whole life has been devoted to the successful 
exercise of the highest order of administrative duties, and 
bear in mind that the Presidency is essentially an adminis, 
trative office. 

EARNED MANKIND'S BENEDICTION 
As a consequence of all this, my hearers may well appre, 

ciate the fervor and sincerity with which millions of grate, 
ful human beings from the ore beds of China to the flower, 
beds of California, from the barren wastes of Russia to the 
broken banks of the Mississippi, bare their heads and blend 
their voices in this homely benediction-"God bless that 
great American, Herbert Hoover, the friend of mankind." 

What fair-minded American can read this marvelous 
category of varied accomplishments of a single individual 
and yet doubt the superb qualities of genius behind it all 
and not be grateful that our country and our generationhas 
produced such a man. 

Now let us pass from his record to the man himself. 
He is a strong, quiet, modest individual, subject to the 
average human being's minor shortcomings and conflicting 

'y 

emotions. But his outstanding characteristic is the posses, 
sion of those major virtues of mind and heart that have 
translated themselves into great accomplishments for the 
benefit of mankind with continued sacrifice of opportunities 
for his own enrichment. 

Many varying statements are current regarding the 
measure of his wealth. 

Suffice it to say that he is not a man of great wealth, 
but rather one of modest means adequate for all the require, 
ments of life, and furthermore let it be said that he came out 
of the great World War with a fortune considerably less 
than the one with which he entered. 

There is a charm in his modesty that holds his friends 
with hooks of steel. There is a faith that imparts a militant 
confidence to his followers. There is a capacity for quick 
decision that begets self reliance in those about him. There 
is a willingness to take advice that proves his tolerance of 
others' views. 

VERSATILITY OF INTELLECT 
His mind and manner has comforted millions in distress, 

has clarified the doubts of cabinets, has pointed out the 
paths for Presidents to pursue, and given an irresistible 
impulse to straight thinking in the midst of turmoil and 
confusion. 

He humanizes everything he touches, and clarifies every 
problem that confronts him. He is never excited and never 
demonstrative. He is a stranger to ecstasy but a constant 
companion of good cheer. If he had his way he would banish 
gloom, drive every shadow of sorrow from the world and fill 
its place with sunshine and happy human beings. 

He is entirely free from the conceit of little men who 
try to humbug others into believing them greater than 



they are. He thinks faster than he can write, and when he is 
at a loss for a word he just invents one, and it is unusually 
expressive. The first copy of every speech is twice as long 
as the last. He blue pencils until only the choicest of his 
thoughts are left. 

He has the confidence of a Napoleon with the modesty 
of a Lincoln. 

LOYALTY AND MODESTY 
Let me illustrate the difference in great characters: 
Victor Hugo once declared-"France is the head of 

civilization-Paris is the head of France and I am the brains 
of Paris." That was egotism personified. 

On the other hand, Herbert Hoover, during the period 
of the Armistice, declared-"'America is the hope of a 
broken and bleeding world and whoever the President of 
my country may be, he is my leader until these world's war 
sufferings are ended and its wounds are healed." That was 
the personification of modesty and loyalty to his country, 
typical of the man. 

Now for his confidence and courage: When all the 
allied powers of Europe were against him in his determina, 
tion to break down the blockade and feed the starving 
people of Germany, he battled single,handed and alone 
until he compelled them to yield. When he declared
'"There is no justification in the laws of God or man to 
deprive starving neutrals of food," he determined to carry 
that declaration into effect in spite of all the opposition on 
earth-and he did. 

ABHORS ADULATION 
He abhors adulation. He appreciates a worth while 

. compliment but he is quick to detect empty flattery. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

He has a contempt for counterfeits, and for carping 
critics who block the wheels of progress and contribute 
nothing constructive to the world. He has a loathing for 
the tale,bearer, the character assassin and the peddler of 
perfidy. 

He has a fascination for hard, cold facts. His engineer's 
mind has taught him to study the elevations and depressions 
and determine the levels as well as the directions of the road 
he is about to travel. It has taught him also to sound the 
depths until the solid rock of reason is reached upon which 
to build whatever structure he has in view. 

With this mental habit as a basis he has constructed 
from day to day the incomparable record of achievement 
which is at once the admiration of his friends and the 
wonder of the world. That is a strong but simple statement 
of fact. 

HA TES INJUSTICE 
He hates injustice. 
He believes in the ethics of the game of life. He gives 

and demands fair play. He wishes every opponent to enjoy 
a square deal..He believes every man's politics is his own 
affair. He believes that every man's religion is a sacred 
relationship between himself and his God, with which no 
other man has the right to interfere, and that every man's 
obligation to his country is the same regardless of learning, 
wealth, or social status. 

Whenever intimations have come to him that the 
sacrifice of any one of these principles might insure his 
election, his answer has been: '"I don't want the Presidency 
at that price." 

In other words he regards no office in the American 
Republic worth the sacrifice of a single American principle . 



FITNESS FOR PRESIDENCY 
In what branch of learning is he not versed? Let the 

degrees from thirty,eight outstanding universities of the 
world and the many books and treatises which he has 
written, furnish the answer. He knows the history, habits 
a~d resources, the hopes and hatreds of ever nation on 
earth. There is no method of world diplomacy 1with which 
he has not long been familiar. There is no world market, the 
source of its supply or the volume of its derqand, whose 
details he does not know. There is no section of our Repub, 
lie and no problem of our people of which he has not been a 
student and a master. 

In the face of this incomparable record and these ad, 
mirable attributes what man in the world is as well fitted 
to head this American government? 

He sits before a map, and every corner of the nation 
and every industry, product and habit of our people, are 
as clearly within his grasp as the paths, the flowers, and 
the trees, and children at play on our own front lawn. He 
has mastered the story of America and her resources. His 
broad knowledge of people, places, and products has no 
equal anywhere on this continent. 

There, my countrymen, is the picture of the real Herbert 
Hoover. Behold him as he is: Calm, courageous and con, 
tented; efficient, energetic and experienced; patient, pru, 
dent and philosophic, equipped as no other man of his time 
for the Presidency of the United States of America, the 
greatest office in all the world. 

~ 
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THE LAST CALL TO DUTY 
THE FINAL PLEA OF THE REPUBLICAN PARTY 

IN THE PRESIDENTIAL CAMPAIGN OF 1928 

DELIVERED OVER NATJON,WIDE RADIO 

BY 

THE HONORABLE JAMES FRANCIS BURKE 

General Counsel of the Republican National Committee 

at 11 :30 P. M., Monday, November 5'. 

Including 

ONE PRESIDENT'S OPINION OF ANOTHER 

My Fellow Countrymen: 

n HE most notable battle in our political history 
is closing. Our ballots are before us. The verdict 
is about to be written. What is the issue to be 
determined? For 150 years the American Repub, 

lie has been leading mankind to a higher and happier level 
than ever was known in history. 

This accomplishment has not been the result of accident. 
It has not been the fruit of impulsive conclusions 

reached by excited mobs of people swayed by passion, nor 
has it come through following the advice or accepting the 
nostrums of opportunists who travel under the banner of 
expediency. 

It has been the fruit of sound principles carefully 
evolved, soberly considered and wisely administered. 

It has been the inevitable consequence of the American 
theory that governments were conceived for the purpose of 
prorrioting the brotherhood of man and advancing the 
general welfare of the human race. 



TOMORROW'S DUTY 
With this in mind let us face tomorrow's duty. 
Let us form a correct conception of what it means when 

forty million people for the moment set aside every other 
affair of life to participate in the most important single 
transaction in which the American people engage in time 
of peace,-the election of a President of the United States. 

Let us keep in mind that of all the instrumentalities 
invented for man's welfare, the one that has had more to do 
with human progress than all others is sound government. 

Let us bear in mind that the results of government 
depend upon the character of its principles, and that these 
principles must be given life and vitality by men in order to 
be of service to mankind. 

With this in view it is gratifying to realize that no 
nation was ever blessed with sounder principles and wiser 
men to interpret and enforce them than those which have 
added lustre to the record of the Republican party from 
the days of Abraham Lincoln to the days of Calvin Coolidge. 

As a consequence of all this, there never was revealed 
to the world a picture of a people as healthy and as happy, 
as prosperous and as powerful, as cheerful and as contented 
as the American people are tonight. Nor did the future 
ever hold out a more brilliant prospect than the one that 
lies immediately before us, if these policies continue to 
prevail. 

SHALL WE CHANGE OR CONTINUE? 
Therefore, the main question before the American 

people at this hour is whether we wish to continue or 
whether we wish to change the condition of this country. 

As it is, we are prosperous and contented under 
Republican rule. 

As tomorrow's battle means the triumph of the Demo, 
cratic or the Republican party, and as there can be no 
middle ground, the answer should not be difficult. 

Twice since the Civil War we have had Democratic 
administrators. Both were able and distinguished Presidents, 
-Grover Cleveland and Woodrow Wilson. 

Under each of these Presidents the Democratic party 
repealed Republican revenue laws and substituted their 
own measures instead. 

Each time they honestly declared, and I am sure they 
honestly believed, that they were acting for the good of the 
country, just as they have been declaring throughout this 
campaign, but the results were uniformly disastrous to 
millions of people, and as the safest guide to the future is to 
judge by the past, let us not forget the record they left 
behind. 

In fact, it would seem impossible for the American 
people to forget the consequences of Republican defeat on 
the only two occasions since the Republican party was 
born when the Democratic party was entrusted with the 
reins of government. 

LEST WE FORGET! 
Each time it has drawn a picture for the pages of history, 

and each time that deplorable Democratic picture has been 
the same, with all its poverty and suffering, its idleness and 
want, its crippled industries and bankrupt business men 
driven to the wall. 

I am recalling this on the eve of tomorrow's duty
lest we forget, lest we forget! 

And now I come to one of the most important and 
significant statements in American political history. 



It is as clear in its reasoning as it is classical in its 
English. 

It is the message of Calvin Coolidge to Herbert Hoover. 
At ten o'clock on Friday night the President, after 

listening, with millions of his fellow countrymen, to Mr. 
Hoover's masterly address at St. Louis, sent a White House 
car for his stenographer, to whom he dictated these words: 

ONE PRESIDENT'S OPINION 
OF ANOTHER 

HONORABLE HERBERT HOOVER, 

ST. Lours, Mo.: 
"I have just heard your St. Louis speech with great 

satisfaction. It is the concluding address of a series which 
have disclosed a breadth of information, a maturity of 
thought and a soundness of conclusion on public questions 
never surpassed in a previous Presidential campaign. 

"You have had the knowledge and judgment which 
enabled you to tell the people the truth. You have been 
clear, candid and courteous, demonstrating your faith in the 
people and your consciousness that the truth has a power 
and conclusiveness of its own which is always supreme. 

"All the discussion has made more plain the wisdom of 
the plans you have proposed for solving our political, 
economic and social problems. You have shown your fitness 
to be President. 

"I wish to congratulate you on the high quality of your 
leadership. You are able, experienced, trustworthy and safe. 
Your success in the campaign seems assured, and I shall 
turn over the great office of President of the United States 
of America to your keeping, sure that it will be in com, 
petent hands in which the welfare of the people will be 
secure. CAL VIN COOLIDGE" 

What is the significance of that message, and why was 
it sent at that moment? 

It was because of the profound impression which 
Herbert Hoover's address made upon the man in the White 
House. 

In all the line of distinguished Americans who have 
headed the nation since the days of Washington, no man 
during his term of office ever was held in higher esteem by 
people of all parties and all classes than Calvin Coolidge. 

In no man's judgment have the people had a more pro, 
found faith. No man in America is better able to measure 
the soundness of any expressions on current public ques, 
tions. 

On the other hand, he has a clear conception of the 
obligations as well as the honors imposed upon him by the 
American people. 

No power on earth could induce him to mislead those 
people by the expression of an opinion in which he did not 
have an abiding faith. 

No living man knows as well as he the qualifications 
essential to the proper discharge of the duties of the Presi, 
dential office. 

ITS FULL MEANING 
With these facts in view, let every thoughtful American 

measure the full meaning of his words tonight. 
In his opening sentence President Coolidge says: 

"I have just heard your St. Louis speech with great satis, 
faction. It is the concluding address of a series which have 
disclosed a breadth of information, a maturity of thought and 
a soundness of conclusion on public questions never surpassed 
in a previous Presidential campaign." 

And why was the President impelled to pay Herbert 
Hoover this remarkable tribute? 



Because he knew the man. Because Herbert Hoover had 
been under the President's eye and at his side for nearly 
eight years. Because he knew that Herbert Hoover's genius 
and capacity to accomplish great deeds with ease and 
bewildering swiftness. Because he knew of his distinguished 
ability to shine brilliantly in a greater variety of activities 
than ever marked the career of any candidate for the Presi, 
dency of the United States. 

Because he knew that never in all history has a single 
individual borne so direct and vital a relationship to as 
many human beings of varied nationalities, in such a 
diversity of emergencies in peace and in war, as this great 
American, who tonight counts his friends and followers by 
the millions. 

The President further says: 
"Y~m ~ave been clear, candid and courteous, demonstrating 

your faith m the people, and your consciousness that the truth 
has a po~er and conclusiveness of its own which is always 
supreme. 

What a tribute from one great man to another! 

HOOVER'S FAITH IN PEOPLE 
And where did Herbert Hoover acquire that faith in the 

people? 
He acquired it in every part of the world, with the 

result that his name is on the lips and his image is in the 
hearts of millions of human beings, to whose mouths he has 
brought bread, to whose backs he has brought raiment, to 
whose sick and starving bodies he has brought new life, 
to whose business he has brought scientific methods and 
prosperous results, to whose politics he has brought a 
clean character and to whose statesmanship he has brought 
a genuine conception of our nation's needs. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

And while that incomparable record was being written 
and his name was being inscribed in indelible characters in 
many languages, Herbert Hoover's record never involved 
the cruel sacrifice of a single life or the fortune of a single 
individual in order that he might build his own success, but 
it has breathed the very spirit of good will towards all 
mankind in allaying hunger and thirst, in banishing the 
misery of disease, in giving shelter from the wind and storm 
and the winter snows, and finally in contributing to the 
commercial, industrial and spiritual progress of a great 
nation. 

How fitting, indeed, amidst the turbulence and bitter, 
ness of one of the most remarkable political contests in our 
history, that the President should say to Herbert Hoover, 
"You have faith in the people. You tell them what is true." 

FINE FIBRE OF THE MAN 
And why does the President make this statement? 
Because every fibre and every faculty with which God 

endowed Herbert Hoover is impregnated with the spirit 
of truth. His very soul exhales the spirit of candor, and 
every act and deed is animated by his faith in his fellow man. 

Because he abhors injustice in any form and loves fair 
play as the flowers love the sunshine. 

It is upon his knowledge of the world, coupled with his 
faith in his fellowmen that he has relied throughout all his 
career, as the mariner relies upon the star when the compass 
fails him. 

In conclusion, the President says: 
"All the discussion has made more plain the wisdom of 

the plans you have proposed for solving our political economic 
and social problems. You have shown your fitness t~ be Presi, 
dent. I congratulate you on the high quality of your leadership. 



You are able, experienced, trustworthy and safe, and I shall 
turn over the great office of President of the United States of 
America to your keeping, sure that it will be in competent 
hands, in which the welfare of the people will be secure." 

With this message ringing in his ears, let every Ameri, 
can citizen keep faith with his country and do his duty at 
the polls tomorrow. 

Let his question be, "What is best for my country?" 
There can be but one answer, and that is the answer 

that comes from every corner of the Republic, from every 
section of the globe in which Herbert Hoover's distin, 
guished services have contributed to the upbuilding of the 
American Republic, the promotion of good will among 
nations, and the lightening of the burdens of mankind. 

As he sits tonight in his happy home by the Golden 
Gate, facing the sunrise and the verdict of tomorrow, I bid 
Herbert Hoover Godspeed to a glorious victory. 
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