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The late Mr . Amon G. oa.rter , a.fter consider able persuasion l!Y' 
others , agreed to become the head of a committee or organi-
za. tion to a.equire t he Eisenhower Birthplace a nd surroundi.ng 
property at Denison,.Texas , to restore the birthpla.ce , suita.bly 
park tl:ie surrounding area a.nd eventually to present. or d.ed
ioa.te it to the people of Texas ••• prov,~ded that Web Macldox 
would a gree to handle the project as an act i ve executive . 
This was not an unu9ua.l arrangement by Iwf..r . Garter in matters 
of t his sor·t and Ma ddox consented but not without some l."e 
luctance. Mr . Carter interested Mr . Sid W. Richardson in t he . 
project and Mr . Houston Ha.rte , one of the original p~eoponents , 
agreed that M.r . Fred Conn , Editor of the Uen1aon Herald (Mr . 
Ha.r·te ' s news pa.per a.t Denison) would be available for a.ny and 
all work i n t his connect i on . 

The Ei senho1F-er Birthpl ace !l'ounda t ion wa s 1nco:rpo:ra.ted under 
the l aws of Texas on the Pres i dent's Birtb.da.y, October 14,. 
1953 and t he follo~ i.ng o,fficers elected: 

Sid W. Riohar ds on , Chairman of t he Board 
Amon G. Ca.rte:r , Pres i dent 
Houston Harte , Vice President 
Fred J . Conn , Secr etar y 
Web Ma ddox. , Treas\u-er 

Since the origi nal 1ncorpora tion was done hurriedly e,nd for 
personal. :rea son.f, the ch. rter wa s .::,_mended necemb0 l" 10, 1953 
and suitable minutes a nd other docu."!lents provided. by t he 
generosity of Mr . Harry Weeks , prominent ta.x a ttorney of 
Fort ·North . Following Mr . Carter • s death , Web Maddox became 
PX'es i den t ( a.l though thi s indi vidU,.;1. l considers 1 t a temporary 
expedi ent) and Mrs . Oveta Culp Hobby of Houston became a. 
Vice :Pr esident. 

In beginning this proj ect it wa.s bel ieved that approximately 
$7 5 , 000 v,ould be invo~v·ed . Mr . Carter and Mr . Richardson ea.ch 
a.gr eed to contribute $a5 , 000 and Mr . Oa:rte:r intended *o a 
t h ird donor for a like amount . Because of Mr . Carter•· a .r e 
gret table passing ,pr eoedrtby a. long illness , none of this 
financing has been provided. All the financing has been done 
by Web Maddox or , more a.ccura tely , by means of loans now tota..1-
ing :25 , 000 from the Fort Wortb National Bank . This was done . 
by a series of no tes (now consolida ted a• above) ea.ch of which 
wa.s signed by Maddox a.nd either Mr . Carter or Mr . Richa.rdson. 
All checks issued from this a.ooount have been signed 1n similar 
manner. Since both Mr . Carter and Mr . Richardson correct ly judged 
that t he land acquisition could be more effectively handled by 
purchas e and d isbursement a.t Denison ,. most of the checks have 
been i ssued by the Denison· Herald and/or Mr . Conn a.nd , oonse
quently , a majority of the funds from the Fort Worth account 
have been issued to the above. To a. copy of this memorandum for 
Mr . Richardson are attached all cancelled checks fed>m the Fort 
'IJ1orth account . It is assumed tha t Mr . Conn has kep t similar 
records . He cannot be commended too higlly for the tremendous 
a.mount of work-not a lways pleasut- -which he has done in con
nection with this Foundation . 
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The property sought to be a.oqui.red , in addition to the birt'hpla.ee , 
consisted ma.inly of negro homes . The basis ef the aoquisttions 1n 
most such cases was providi ng a. s i milar lot in another section of 
t he tlnffl and moving .t .he home to that location with incident expense 
such as utilities , eto . Minor a. cqu1siti.ons came :troll'l contributions 
of small footage from railroads , neede d to str.a.1ghten lines . The 
l a :rgest single purchase was acquired ·from the eeoen·trle owner o:t 
an old , d1+ap1da ted 11 hotel 11 which was needed f .!IJIJ par.king spa.oe . ne 
tra.s pa.id $4 , 000l a much leaser sum than p.e originally demanded. 
The birthplace ,, and lo t} bad J)teviousl y be,en bought by public sub
scription a.:nd given to the 01ty of D-enisen. This bas no.w, b.een con
veyed to the Foundat ion by the City of Denison---the de·ed contain
ing an a ocept,iible deed r e~tl'iction applying , to. use •. 

Ot the ~75 , 000 orig i nally estimated fo.r 'the proje~t , some t h ing in 
th.eneigh1)orhood o_f :.\40 , 000 was estimat ed fo-r r eal estate . The land 
a.cquis i tion has now been completed. rr:11e cost has be,en ~pproxima.t:ely 
$22 ~549 . ~7 ith the exception of nomina l attorney fees an<;i other 
necessa ry legal expenaes • a ll this has been e xpended fo.r outright 
purchase or exchange . Mr . Conn is due ~"'1'eat credit for this and he 
ha.s been assisted by a comm ittee of fine ci t izens of Denison. 
Al though there has been some sa.l va.ge , the coat :ts a.rx i ved at 1n the 
followi ng manner : 

Total 1oa.n , Ft .Wo:rth Nat ional Bank 

On hand , Ji't . Worth .a,f te1· payment 
of our1.·ent interest 
I:ntere~t payments to Bank 
On hand 1h· . Con.."l (approx . ) 

App:rox .. coat of land 

980. 78 
1 , 069 . 24 

400 00 

$25 , 000. 00 

. " ' 7115 2,a5c .J2 _ _ _ 2~1_4_50_···• -•-0_2 

$22 , 549 . 98 

The a.bo·ve does not include an appreciable s,am contributed by Maddox 
f1D11 va.rioue necessary purposes (probably l1kewiee ,vi th Yr . Conn.;nor 
does it t ake into account many skilled a.nd p-rofessional services 
oont:r ibutecl by many pub11e- spir1ted individuals. 

After t he conolusion of our land acquisition pro.g;rrlm , Mr . Joseph 
Pelich, prominent a.rQh1 teot of Fort Worth , was a..sked to prepare plans 
for res t ora tion of the Birthpla.oe , fo:r the park a.nd a small ea.-re
ta.ker ' s or adlll1n1stra.t1on ootta.ge~ Mr . ~elioh was requested to 
keep the p-rojeet dovm. to approximately 4,;2s,.ooo, . in keeping with the 
simple 11 ttle Birthplace and the surro"undings . A very considerable 
amount of -research, investiga.t ion., pab1st~king ca.re and v1.0rk w,e:nt 
into this matter . V~ious historical aoc.ieties and technical con..., 
sultants oontril:,utad valuable assistance . ( 6ne expert ca.me up 
with a. fire-prevention .system costing some ·11 , 000 . ) The eontl"actor 
to whom the. pl ans were submitted ga..v·e us his estimated. price a.s 
$60 , 000 . 00 . iieedless to sa.y,th1s writer was a stounded although the 
plans included a eompl.ete restorat ion of the birthplace , not¥ s a.dly 
in need of repa.1:r , in such manner as to provide max i rrrwn resistance 
to. time , fire and public wea r-and- tear . 
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Pe:rhaps Mr . Pelicb' s pl a.ns a re t oo a-m'b1t i oue . Bu.t .he .should not ba 
censured s i nce he ha.s eont r .i buted h1a services tt.nd those of his or
ganiza."t i on. At l.ea.st one of h i s men worked a n enti re week on this 
matter and every inch of the birthplace has been meticulously 1n
speoted ,. me.i. .. sured and ma.de a. t13¢ter of ree.Qrd. However , an early oott
ference with Mr . ? eliah ·will be a~l,\ged f or t he pur pose of bring- · 
ing t he costs within our m:eµ.ns . 

Ma.ny oonf eranoes have been ha.d with offici a.la of the Btave Parks 
Boa.r d a s well a $ with the 11a.t 1ona.l ar k Ser vice . Secr e tary McKay 
o-f' t be Oeps.rtm<3n t of !J.'he I nt erio;r pr ovided a.n e x--pert t o i nspect 
our proj ect a.nd p:rov1de a. be.sic· pl an for its development . However , 
the Stat e Parks Boa.rd evinced little inter est--or appa.:rently so ... -
cl a i ming t hat t hey do not want the Eistnhower Bi :-:thb'l a.cG t o adnii n
i s t e:r bec:;i.use t 11ey think it will show an _ opar,ti ng l oss a.r1d t"nat 
the Board i s ll'eady .seriously in l a ck of funns . It was .suggested 
·that t hey t"Tould be very happy with i t if a.n adequate endow-went 
fund wer,e provi ded. I a.m f amili~r t o some extent ,,1th the unremi tting 
efforts directed a.t men of gTe:a.t wealth by money- r aisers a.nd ndo-
go dcxsn (but me..y God continue to give them strength and courage, 
s i nce I someti~nes f i n d myself 1n t h i s ca.t effor J ) .;1nd ha.ve f'l'equent.ly 
a.cted a s a b\.\i f t)~ .. But l carrn~t find good o.mi s11ff:Loient rea son why 
the Bi r t l1pl a ce of one of our gr ea.teat merieana to be dedie;J,t ed as 
a pat riotic shrine shoul d hav~ to be ra-J,~;,~.~~1- endowed i n this g>r,$&t 
and wealthy St ~te of Texas . 

( In str i ctest couf1denoe ; a f ew m<.n.\ths ago I Wa$ able ·by f ort ui tou 
ciroumstances t o br i.ng M-r. Richar dson and t he gerrtleman who was t hen 
Oha. i .r man of the St ate ,.Par ks Boa1·d i n <.;on -'i;act . f he l atter ,111as m,ost 
anxi ou s t o ha e Mr . Ri char d. ... c; on use ll i a influ enae 1n bringi ng The 
? resLi ent to f axas for tlw ded i ca..tion o f the Big Bend Nat i onal Puk. 
I t was an 01:>vious implicat ion tha t,i:f t hi rJ could bti done,the 51:rth
!>l,1,ee rxroblem mi ght be disposed of easil y . , t l1ink I was not in
dul g i ng .i n 11isbful think ing and I am conv inced tllm.-', Mi-9 . Hobby , Mr . 
Richar dson and M:r . H r te with t heir 1ndi v1dual and oollect i v~ in-
f luence oan ,a:n!'.Ue t hi s ma·tter . ) · 

The Carter Fouwiation o-r }.as ·tate will eo~:n p:ro~ido t he rnonay to pa.y 
t he ba.r1k loan. "':'ver y ef for t wi ll 'be made t o compl ete our t a sk wi th 
t ha edd i t i ona..1 tas , 000. It has 'be en su gges ted t hat a public fund
:ra i s ing campa,i gn be undetta.ken to, f1n1sh our under ta.k ing and/ or 
f or a.n endowment . I know t hat l!r . Cc :rteT ·took a. d i xn view of !lUch 
pr ,::>cedu:re . I ii '!Yell may be t hat c1rouma~--inces nave changed so as t o 
make t r~is ad:vi 3e.ble . But 1 t is a mv.t t e:r !Ql" t he Bt>a:rd to de tel"mine,. 
No pr ofessi onal a udit of in<~ome and d i sbursement s has been ma.de . 
rThether o:r no t thi s shoul d ·oe done i s lso f or deter mina t i on by the 
Board • 


