
EDITORIAL .. PAGE 10 1 

The Star-T e/egra~ is an independent Democratic newspaper, supporting what it 
"!eves fo be right . qnd opposing what if believes to be wrong, regardless al 

pa!'y politics~ publishing the news fairly a_nd impartially at all times . 

. -Whose Leadership Sh,ould ,. We· Follow? 
The House of Representatives, by its 

v.ote to slash $6,000,000,000' from the fed
eral budget for the fiscal year starting 
July 1, assumed a tremendous and awe
some responsibility. By 'this action, the 
House ignored the protest of Chief of 
Staff General Eisenhower and repudiated 
the advice and warnings of other officials 
who "iv.ere :rj:!sponsible for · winning· ·the 
war and who now are charged with the 
dual responsibility of winning the peace 
and protecting o·ur ~national security. 

More than a third of the contemplated 
reduction - $2,250,000,000 to b_e exact
woul~ be pared from the funds reques.ted 
for the armed forces . lf the action of the 
House were ·approved· by the Senate. 

Real economy is an obligation which 
Congress owes to the nation. But meat-ax 
slashing of defense funds might ·well prove 
to be false economy. Certain 'it is · that the 
apparent savings made, after ' World War 
I - at the expense of ' the War and Navy 
Departments proved to oe 'false economy. 
. General Eisenhower . has ~arned that 
su_ch lump-sum cutting or" Army fonds 
:"ould cripple the -nation's defense plans. 
Similar warnings made . a generation ago 
also went unheeded. The people at that 
time thought they were heavily burdened 
with a war debt of $40,000,000,000. They 
were crying then, ·as now, for reduced 
taxes and a balanced budget. Taxes were 
reduced, the budget was balanced, and 
substantial payments '\\'.ere made on the 
war debt, but at tragic cost to the security 
of our country. 

Sul"el~ some means of econo~izing can 
~e found today without repeating that 
awful, mistake. 

The possib1lity of s9me economies be
ing made in defense . expenditures has not 
been ruled entirely out of the picture. On 
the contrary, General E_isenhower has in
dicated that some may ,be possible, and he 
ha!i pfodged himself to co:.,operate with 
Congres.s to that · end. An opportunity · for 
such co-operation will com~ in ,a few 
weeks or months whei;i ,Congress begins 
consideration of spe<;ific appropriation 
bills. , . 

The budget slash · approved · by tlw 
House was no~ made .as a · 1::,es~* of ~~le_c'-. . 
tive econ:omi:es its advocates believe c_ould 
be . effected without jeopardizing the na
tion's · safety. Instead, as Mirtority Leader 
Rayburn has said, the $6;000,000,000 fig
tire is "a bliri'd one snat1:hed o~t of thin 
air, reached without :rhyme or reason." 

Wl\en the appropri'ations comciittees of 
the HO\.l,Se and Senate take up the War 
and ·Navy appropiiation bills, and later 
when the bills come up 'for floor consider
/ltion, members of Congrf;Ss will ]:lave an ... 
opportunity to · scrutinize evw· item, . and 
will. be privileged ·to ·qelete a?fy which c_an 
not . be justified by . the proper officials. 

No s'uch item-by-item toflsi~eration of · 
proposed defense e)!;p~n.ditµres • was· pos
sible before the · }fouse·ivoted in f;wor of 
the reduction. Its. action" came after a .n:ec-: , 
essarily hasty and - c-Ursor,y study ·of the , 
budget by OIJ.e. of its , cyimmittees. 

in mind when he said the other day that 
"a further major slash in our funds can 
not be met by rpinor reductions, but will 
require major eliminations in the planned 
security structure of our country." 

General 'Spaatz also was . thinking of 
the same thing when he de~lared that "in 
three to five years we will have a second
rate "Air' Force largely equipped with ob
solete planes." 

In addition to our military leaders; the 
· wholesale reduction in Army and Navy 
funds is opposed by Senator Vandenberg 
of Michigan and Senator Gurney of South 
Dakota. 
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.Senator Vandenberg is chairman of the eo;. 
Sen<;tte foreign relations committee and roa:. 
has had a major part in shaping the na- ups 
tion's -· postwar foreign policy. He is in a m~n 
most favored posititm to know intimately ~~~sd 
the true status of world affairs. He also 'thro 
is a conservative and economy::.minded. He thes 
has taken the sensible positio~ that "I ~!~ 
shall vote ~or the maximum economy but 
which is not at the expense . of American tive 
prestige, authority and safety in an un- ~tm 

. 1 S 
easy world." Gorn· 

Se~ator Gurney, chairman of the armed and · 
forces committee of the Senate, recalling of He 
the helplessness of France trying to de- limb' 

-fend itself with obsolete weapons, has I pine~ 
warned his colleagues that failme of Con- ~fh~ 
gress to provide adequate appropriations rule,, 
for our armed forces is an invitation to Ieng: 
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Thus ·on one. side of the debate we find skw 

President Truman, Secretaries Marshall, 
Patterson and Forresta:I, General Eisen
hower, General Spaatz and Admiral Nim
itz arid two Republican leaders who place 
the nation's welfare ahead of political con
siderations, Senators Vandenberg and 
Gurney. 

_ Arr.i.yed against them are certain mem
bers of • _Congress who . placed themselves 
on the spot by rash ·campaign promises of 
economy and tax reductions. 

Whose leadersll.ip should the nation 
follo'w in such a debate? The answer to 
that question should be obvious to all 
thinking persons. 

iked rise in American spending 
for luxuries and the decline in support of 
churche:5 and benevolent institutions dur
ing the last 13 years were viewed by 
misgiving by James Wright Brown, presi
dent of Editor · a11d Publisher, in a recent 
address before a group of prominent citi

. zens in "Hartford, Conn. 

Mr. Brown pointed out that in the 
_1933-45 period the American people en
joyed an increase of $318,000,000.000 in 
national · income, · spent $58,000,000,000 
more ior luxu'ries and paid, $81 000 000 000 
more _in faxes than for the p~ece~in~ 13 
ye_ars. Yet during• the same ('1933-45) pe
riod, conf~ib'utions to churches and related 
benevolences . declined more than $1 000 -
000,900· below the total for the pd~i· 13 
y.ears. This drop occurred despite a rise 
in church membership_ and population. 

. Although . many ~embers d~pl~re 
church· c11lls for; money, Mr. Brown 

. found th.at the av~ra~e annual 'per capita 
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. ~,·· rn addition to p _eneral Eisenhower's, 
warnings of the cbns~qliel).ces of tl'ie slash· 
hav~ peen s~>Und~d . by · Pi-e:sident TrumcVfl, 
~ecretary of'. Stat~ Marsr{a.ll; Secretary of · 
War 'Patt:erson, Secr.etary.Qf the Navy For
restal, Fleet' . .Admiral N.inµt:z; and0 General 
Spaatz, coni~anding genel.-al of the Army 
,A.fr Forces. It should be rem!'!mbeted that 
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it is these offieials, and not Republican ·clined ·from $2?.31 to $13.90. In compari
members of the House, upon whom rests son, ·nearly twi~e ;;ts much was spent -for 
responsibility for 'our national ·security. tobacco~ three times as .much for recrea- nes 

· ti d · · the 
It also should be remembered that the on ~-- movies, seven times as much for cut-. 

estimates for both the Ai:nw a'nd the Navi alcohollc- beve_rages and a_lmost . 10 times tra~ 
were r~duced ;voluntarily before they - , as. much for Jew'-elry, furs and like \ux- -:-a 

b ·tt d · unes rug were su m1 e to the Bucj.get Bureau, and · lon, 
that further reductions ·were made by tha:t . These- statistics reflect a national rise by 
agency at tlie · request ot President Tru- in materialism and decline in spirituality lia ·•· · ' ca 
man. Thus the $2,250,000,000 slash con- a trend which long has been noted by 
temp lated . by the · House iction would be historians and sociologists. The ultimate 

additton to . two ·reductions already · of this development is national decadence, 
e. in which all should have coi:i.cern, for 

retary Patterson ·obviously had that without an abiding faith and philosophy 
no culture can survive. 
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