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SPANNING 30 YEARS-Gen. Joseph T. McNarney, left, president of Convair, talks 
over early days with Maj. Reuben H. Fleet , founder and first president of Convair. 
Two famed Convair planes, the B-24 Liberator bomber, and the XF-92A, world's first 
delta wing aircraft, are in the foreground. 

11,000 Are 
Owners of 
Con vair Stock 

Consolidated Vultee Aircraft 
Corporation (Convair) is a pri­
vately owned airframe manufac­
turin g company engaged in the 
design, development and produc­
tion of commercial and military 
aircraff. 

Ownership of Convair is par­
ticipated in by more than 11,000 
shareholders, representing all 
walks of national life. Each has 
a vote in corporate affairs. Con­
trolling interest is held by the 
General Dynamics Corporation, 
an engineering and manufactur­
ing firm itself owned by mo.re 
than 7,000 sharehold ers in the 
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Founded in 1923 

Major Fleet Was First 
President of Convair 

Camp Milre Peak 
Building Fund 
Drive Is Planned 

MIDLAND, May 30 (Spl) .-A 
Girl Scout · building fund cam-

When a group of aviation pio­
neers began operations 30 years 
ago as Consolidated Aircraft Cor­
poration, Mai. Reuben Fleet, the 
firm's founder and principal in­
vestor, became the first presi­
dent of the new organization. 

The firm's first plant, located 
in East Greenwich, R. I., was 
founded on May 29, 1923. 

Fleet, a veteran pilot and for­
mer National Guard officer, ob­
tained his wings in 1917 at the 
Army's Signal Corps Aviation 
School in San Diego, Cal. When 
he left the service in 1922, Fleet 
had attained the rank of major. 

T. McN arney (Ret.) assumed the paign to raise $125,000 will be 
presidency of Convair on March conducted during the last two 
3, 1952, after a distinguished mil- weeks of June throughout the 
itary · career that began in 1917. Permian Basin Council area, J, 

It was General McNarney who · 
succeeded the then General of W. Gaddy of Odessa, general cam-
the Army Dwight D. Eisenhower paign chairmn, has. announced. 
in 1945 as commanding general Proceeds of the drive will be 
of the United States forces in used to construct adequate facili-
the European theater and com- ties at Camp Mitre Peak, situated 
mander in chief of the United at the mouth of Fern Canyon, 
States forces of occupation in near Alpine. 
Germany. General McNarney di- Vice chairmen of the campaign 
reels Convair's activities from HARRY F. WOODHEAD. · LaMOTTE T. COHU. are Judge Allan Fraser of Al-

--------------------------i pine, who will direct activities in 
the corporation offices in San Presdio, Jeff Davis, Pecos, Brew-
Diego. Huge Order in 1940 2,100 Machine Tools ster and Terrell Counties; Elmer 

Vultee Aircnft, Inc,, in· 1940 The . Fort Worth Convair plant Jones of Pecos, who will serve in 
EARLY PRODUCTIONS. T I h N f k started production on one of'--the has . in· use approximately 2,100 Culberson, Loving, Reeves, Ward 

Under Fleet's direction, Con- e ep one e wor largest single-unit orders award- machine tools and 87;000 produc- and Winkler Counties, an~ Jack 
solidated Aircraft Corporation There are 37 telephone trunk ed in this country-for BT-13 tion tools. There are 68,000 dif- Sallee of Midland, In charge of 
developed and produced train- lines, 1,500 telephones and 1,200 Valiant trainers-'--aQd began .ex- ferent shop-made parts and 11,- the campaign in Andrews; Crane, 
ing planes for the Army and internal lines in the Fort Worth perimenting with a powered as- 000 different assemblies per B-36 Ector, Midland and Uptor Coun-
Navy. Observation planes were Convair plant. sembly line for turning them out. bomber. ties. 
added to the Consolidated line 11~==-==============~~;;;=a=a~====ilr;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;_ 
in 1928. Also developed was a 
Navy dive bomber, and the com­
pany's first flying boat, the PY-1 
Admiral. From the flying boat 
evolved the renowned , P2Y and 
PBY patrol bombers; both of 
which saw much serv1ce during ' 
World War II. ·· 

Fleet retired as president of 
the company in 1942 and is cur­
rently living in San Diego. 

Convair's wartime president 
was Harry F. Woodhead. He as­
sumed presidency of the com­
pany in 1942 and served until 
1948. 

A native of England, Wood­
head came to this country in 
1909, at the age of 20, and be­
came a naturalized citizen in 
1917. He held several executive 
positions in tbe steel fabricat­
ing industry prior to joining 
Convair. He is credited with the 
introduction of mechanized as­
sembly lines for aircraft manu­
facture. After leaving Convair 
in 1948, he joined the staff of 
Douglas Aircraft Corporation, 
Santa Monica, Cal. He is current­
ly vice president and general 
manager of the Tulsa division 
of Douglas Aircraft. 

COHU ELECTEb. 
LaMotte T. Cohu, aircraft man­

ufacturer and airline executive, 
was elected president and gen­
eral manager of Convair on June 
4 1948. At the same time, he be­
c~me a member of Convair's . 
board. 

Coh u came to Convair from 
Trans World Airlines, where he · 
had been president since 1947. 
Prior to joining TWA, he and : 
Jack Northrop founded Northrop : 
u il"'f'r::tft r.omoany in 1939. Cohu 

You at Convair are to be commended for your 

splendid contribution in aircraft production for: 

the freedom loving people of the world. Your 

contribution to the community is immeasurable . 

and we are proud t~ salute you. 

from one old-timer to another 
Our Sincerest 

CONGRATULATIONS 
ON YOUR. 

We Have Just Concluded Our 

70th Anniversary 
And Are Very Thankful for the 

Great Response -·-
On Her Wedding Day and 
· to Cherish Every Day 

DIAMONDS from 
N. C. HALL'S 

J. 
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shareholders. reprc~enung "-._,,,-
walks of national life. Each has fOR P~arEe,noN 
a vote in corporate affairs. Con­
trolling interest is held by the 
General Dynamics Corporation, 
an engineering and manufactur­
ing firm itself owned by more 
than 7,000 shareholders in the 
United Btates and Canada. 

In addition to government­
owned or leased facilities oper­
ated by Convair, the company 
owns a plant, property and 
equipment at San Diego with re­
placement value estimated at ap­
proximately $40,000,000. 

Convair currently has unfilled 
orders totaling in excess of 51 ,-
000,000,000, mostly in govern­
ment contracts. 

General Dynamics Corporation, 
which on May 15, 1953, became 
the principal shareholder of Con­
vair through purchases of stock 
from the Atlas Corporation, to· 
day is, or plans to be, engaged 
in engineering and manufactur­
ing activities embracing nearly 
every phase of the science of 
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Russia Rushes Building 
Airfield in Manchuria 

Formerly the Electric Boat 
Company, General Dynamics en­
gineers and builds submarines at 
its Electric Boat Division , Gro­
ton, Conn.; electric power plants 
for ships and industrial machine. 
at its Electro Dynamic Division, 
Bayonne, N. J., and aircraft and TOKYO, Ma;: 30 (NANA).- cilities for an estimated 500 long­
guided missiles at Canadair, Ltd., Russian techmcians and Chmese range fighters and heavy bomb­
near Montreal. Another unit, I laborers are rushmg_ the construe- ers and more than adequate run­
General Atomic Corporation has I t10n of a great a1rf1eld m north- way accommodation. 
been formed to develop nuc.iear ern Manchuria as a new ad_vance_d Top-flight Soviet engineers and 
power for industry. headquarters for the Soviet Air a hand-picked Soviet military con-

Force in the Far East, according struction team are in charge of 
to intelligence reports. the undertaking on which a labor 

Dog Saves Master Work on the field was begun force of 50,000 Chinese are em-
ESTHER. Alta., May 30 (i?) ,- early last month and is scheduled ployed on unceasing day and 

4 1948. At the same time, he be­
c~me a member of Convair's 
board. 

Cohu came to Convair from 
Trans World Airlines, where he 
had been president since 1947. 
Prior to joining TWA, he and 
Jack Northrop founded Northrop 
Aircraft Company in 1939. Cohu 
later served as board chairman 
and general manager of the air­
craft company, He also served in 
an executive capacity with Avia-. 
tion Corporation, American Air­
ways (now American Airlines) 
and American Aircraft and En­
gine Company. 

Following Cohu, Gen. Joseph 
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-Transformers of houses into "HOMES" 

through the most complete selection of 
furniture needs in Fort Worth ••• 

CONGRATULATE 
CONVAIR-

Ray Trevor's dog saved him from for completion within six night sh_if_t_s. __ , __ _ 
possibly serious injury when he mon!hs. I 
was knocked down by a vicious The field, it is believed, will be 1Meals for 10,000 
heifer on his farm. The dog I as large as the Soviet under- i The Convair cafeteria and· 
.vorri_ed the heifer long enough 1· ground air base at Iman in Far I lunch wagons are capable of feed-

~-
" .W!. 

for his master to escape. Eastern Siberia, with massive fa- ing 10,000 persons per shift. 

TEXAS WESLEYAN 
Salutes 

CONVAIR 
SUMMER SESSION 

First Semester 
June 8th 

Secoiid Semester 
July 17th 

on then· 

Annive1·sary 

Convair and its employees have 
made worthy contributions to our 

-builders of , .13 B-24, B-36 and 
YB-60, on+ : ) ine record of 30 

years grow+, ond expansion in 

the aircraft industry , and on the 

eleventh an~iversary of having 

made a "ho~e" for itself here 

in Fort W orfh. 
,: 

t 
We hope J may continue to 

serve the p _sonnel of this fine 

plant as we. _ave in the past by 

offering thf Jinest in furniture 
... at the lowest pri ces in town! 

i 

EASIEST TERMS IN TOWN! 
I 
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On Her Wedding Day and 
· to Cherish Every Day 

DIAMONDS . from 
N. C. HALL'S 

8-DIAMOND BRIDAL 
COMBINATION 

Nothing Down s42500 
$4.25 Weekly . • •• 

Nothing Down 
Two Years to Pay :,, J ,,,, 

You Can 
Be Sura of 
Its Quality 

If It's From 
N, C, HALL'S 

12-Dlamond 
Flshtall Set 

$325,00 
$3.25 

Weekly 

N, C, HALL'S 
OUT-OF-TOWN ACCOUNTS INVITED 



ing activities "embracing nearly 
every phase of the science of 
dynamics. 

Formerly the Electric Boat 
Company, General Dynamics en­
gineers and builds submarines at 
its Electric Boat Division, Gro­
ton, Conn.; electric power plants 
for ships and industrial machm"" 
at its Electro Dynamic Division. 
Bayonne·, N. J., and aircraft and 
guided missiles at Canadair, Ltd., 
near Montreal. Another unit, 
General Atomic Corporation, has 
been formed to develop nuc1ear 
power for industry. 

Russia Rushes Building 
Airlield in Manchuria 

TOKYO, !\lay 30 (NANA).- cilities for an estimated 500 long­
Russian technicians and Chinese range fighters and heavy bomb­
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-Transformers of houses into "HOMES" 
through the most complete selection of 
furniture needs in Fort Worth ... 

CONGRATULATE 
CONVAIR-

-builders of the B-24, B-36 and 

YB-60, on the fine record of 30 

years' growth and expansion in 

the aircraft industry, and on the 

eleventh anniversary of having 

made a "home" for itself here 

in Fort Worth. 

We hope we may continue to 

serve the personnel of this fine 

plant as we have in the past by 

offering the finest in furniture 

•.. at the lowest prices in town! 

EASIEST TERMS IN TOWN! 

5555 E. BELKNAP • VA-5555 
11Furniture Makes Your House a Home1' 

8-DIAMOND BRIDAL 
COMBINATION 

Nothing Down $42500 
$4.25 Weekly .... 

Nothing Down 
Two Years to Pay ~, ~~~ 

.,;,. __ ..-::; 

0 , • > A • ,. - • .,. 0 ~ ; • • ' ,. ' .. 0 0 

You Can 
Ba Sura of 
Its Quality 
If It's From 

N, C, HALL'S 
~ 

.\- -.; 

N, C, HALL'S 
OUT,OF-TOWN ACCOUNTS INVITED 

N.C.HAL[S 
fOIT WOITM"I 1,.lADIN. C&lDtf 

~ 


