atiqn, will not seek re-elec-
dications are convincing that

""‘éight years “Mr. ‘Truman
‘mto office at a difficult time and
has tried to do a good job. Even his bit-

sl o.nesty, patrm‘usm and sincerity of pur-

apose with which he has sought to deal
. 'with problems made larger and more
i _complex by growing world crisis,

' Although the rules of politics have

| restrained him from a frank avowal up’

to this point, it can be taken that the
 Truman intent—in the absence of com-
pelling reasons to the contrary—is not to
run again. Circumstances, of course, could
‘alter this intent. The circumstance most
'~ likely to do so would be the prospect that
' ‘the presidency might pass to a man who
would destroy the policies, especially in
the foreign field, which Mr. Truman
strongly believes to be in the interest

. and the safety of the nation.

. The man foremost in President Tru-
‘man’s mind when he considers such a
.possibility unquestionably is Senator
‘Taft. Despite Mr. Taft's undeniable abil-
: Ity, ‘intelligence’ and” ‘Honesty, ‘there are
many who will join President Truman in
.distrust of his alternately hot and cold
‘attitude on foreign policy and his yéarn-
[ing tendency toward isolationism.

:‘banger of a Divided Nation.

i If anything could cause the President
“to abandon all thought of retirement and
‘spark in him a determination to stay and
fight it out, it would be the nomination
of Mr. Taft by the Republicans or pre-
‘convention signs that the nomination vir-

tually was within his grasp. The result'

would be a bitter, rancorous, disruptive
"campaign which would divide the country
sharply at a time when unity is urgent.

. The great issue of the moment, and
of the next few years, is one of war and
peace. The primary national concern
‘should be the speedy building of a great
weight of arms that can be thrown into
the balance on the side of peace. What
_the country needs at such a time is not
an 2 gravatlon of old differences and the
_creation’ of new ones, but a healing of

‘ ader who is not the head of any
faction or party but who is capable of
appealing to and representing all the
eople. What the times call for is a man
who is above politics and above party,
.who instead of conducting a campaign of
,partisanship can be the trusted leader of
-a campaign for America,

T,

}General Eisenhower Fits the Need.

Without reflection upon any who are
‘now or who may become active aspirants

for the presidency, we believe the man

who best fits these specifications -is Gen.
Dwight D. Eisenhower.

. If the President could bhe certain
that General Eisenhower would be the
“Republican choice for the nomination, it
s likely that he would feel that foreign
_policy would be in safe hands. A military
figure, but not exclusively so, General

| ;;‘Elsenhower has demonstrated throughout
- *his career a sincere devotion to the
nited States and to the cause of keeping
t strong and free. He has exhibited pre-

ap‘aclty for. 1eadersh1p which * domestic

v:‘»”and world conditions urgently demand
‘and which the people assuredly would
dike to 'see 1n the nat1ona1 presidency.

e
% To be sure of wmnmg in this year’s
w~e1ect10n, any presidential candidate, and
ticularly any Republican candldate,
st be able to attract not only the votes
all who are “regulars” in his party
t also a healthy share of the large
of independent voters. It was this
te that elected Mr. Roosevelt in 1932.
. “Who would be better able than General
nhower to appeal to the vote of those
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who make no fetish of party loyalty and
who look to the man rather than the
party?

If there were any way by which pres-
idential nominations could be made di-
rectly by the people at the polls, as in
a nationwide primary such as was advo-
cated by President Wilson, we believe
General Eisenhower would be the un-
mistakable popular choice. And if there
were some scheme, such as the' cross-
filing system in use in a few states, by
which popular preference could be ex-
pressed regardless of the party affiliation
of candidates, we believe General Eisen-
hower would be the overwhelming favor-
ite for the nomination by the rank and
file of both major parties.

Essence of the Eisenhower Appeal.

A large part of the Eisenhower ap-
peal, in the political sense, lies in the
fact that he has never been closely iden-
tified with either party, and until re-
cently had made no open profession of
party adherence or preference. This
leaves him free of political fetters, free
of the political professionalism of which
the people show signs of being thoroughly
tired, and unobligated to the controlling
powers and ruling cliques of either party.

We fail to share the horror which .

some profess at the idea of a military
man in the White House—provided he
is the right sort of military man. We
think the public, too, would feel no
qualms about having a military figure
of the Eisenhower characteristics in the
presidency. He is, in the first place, a
soldier of exceptional type. There is no
evidence of the ‘brass hat” in his men-
tality, no indication that his thinking is
cast in a rigid military mold.

On the contrary, his speeches and
statements have revealed a remarkable
insight into political, social and moral
problems. They have shown him to have
a keen understanding of economic mat-
ters, a strong grasp of public issues, a
set of basic convictions which coincide

with those of the rank and file of the

people. As it has been put by an astute
] “General Eisenhower has a
civilian mind with military training.”

Strength to Insure Survival.

Under the circumstances confronting
the nation, the Eisenhower military know-
how might prove invaluable. The cen-
tral problem of national government in
the next few years will be the strength,
both military and economic, to insure sur-
vival. The central fact in the administra-
tion of any President will be the un-
avoidably huge military budget, about
which all questions of domestic and for-
elgn policy must revolve.

Foreign pohcy necessarxly must be to

large extent a balancing of commitments
against our ability—again both military
and economic—to carry them out. Do-
mestic policy must hinge upon the extent
to which we are able to make enormous
defense outlays and at the same time
carry on normal and desirable functions
of government. Who better could judge
what is essential and what is excessive or
wasteful in the arms program than a
man of General Eisenhower’s profound
military knowledge? Who better could
relate the needs of rearmament to the
ability of the nation to pay than a man
with his awareness of the essential im-
portance of national solvency?

Could Play Even More Important Rele.

General Eisenhower is now playing a
supremely important role in Europe and
there are those who say he should not
abandon it to seek nomination for the
presidency. It is an argument we regard
as without merit. If General Eisenhower
were called to the higher duty of the
presidency, he would be in position to

'play a dual role of extreme importance—

the development of solidarity among the
free nations of the West and of the unity
which is necessary at home,

Nor are we bothered by the fact that
his present assignment prohibits General
Eisenhower from speaking freely upon
public issues of the moment. Friends who
know him best are confident that when
the time comes, he will call the shots
as he sees them, regardless of partisan
politics. Besides, the people, we believe,
have come to place no great confidence
in political statements and campaign pro-
nouncements., Not lost upon them is the
fact that there often is a wide gulf be-
tween pre-election statements and post-
election performance. .

Moreover, no candidate for high office
can say with certainty what he would do
in the face of events largely unforesee-
able and under the pressure of changing
circumstances. In the last analysis, a
candidate must be accepted on faith-—
faith based upon judgment of his ability,
his character and the sincerity and right-
ness of purpose he has demonstrated
throughout hls career.

The Amerlcan people know General
Elsenhower as a man of warm person-
ind refreshing genulneness They
now of his dedicated service to the na-
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