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Dwight D. Eisenhower-a Greal American 
------An Editorial----------:1 

Back on Feb. 10, 1952, the Star-Tele­
gram editorially outlined the specifications 
it believed the next President must fulfill 
in order to measure up to the needs of the 
country and the challenge of the times. · 
What is needed in the presidency, said that 
editorial, is the kind of trusted and trust­
worthy leadership behind which the nation 
can rally in unity, a man capable of heal-. -
ing differences instead of aggravating 

"' ' them and creating new ones, a man able 
y ' 

to appeal to and represent all the Ameri-
can people. 

We wrote that what was needed in the 
presidential race, then still some months 
ahead, was a man who could conduct a 
campaign not hewing to the lines of nar­
row partisanship but so regardful of the 
interests of the nation as a whole that it 
truly could be called a "campaign for 
America." 

Having laid down these mihimum re­
quirements, we continued: 

"Without reflection upon any who are 
now or who may become active aspirants 
for the presidency, we believe, the man 
who best fits these specifications is Gen. 
DwiP-ht D. Eisenhower." 

That was at a time when the presiden­
tial movement for General · Eisenhower was 
only in its beginning. It was two months 
before the general, then in Europe as su­
preme commander of the Allied defense 
forces, asked to be relieved of his military 
assignment so he could come home, take ,r, · ( 

Qff his uniform and · be available for the 
Republican nomination. 

Belief In Eisenhower Grows. 

Nothing that has happened s\pce that 
time, either in his successful quest for the 
nomination or in the developing ~ampaign 
for his election, has caused us to revise 
-0ur- original' estimate~ In fact, the unfold­
ing events of the campaign have served 
only to confirm and strengthen our belief 
that General E"isenhower is the candidate 
best fitted for the role of President. 

In keeping with the words of our Feb. 
10 editorial. this can be said without de­
crying the Democratic nominee. Governor 
Stevenson we regard as a man of extreme­
ly high caliber-one who, in ordinary times 
and under, ordinarv circumstances, might 
make a good Preside,nt. 

But the times and the circumstances 
are not ordinary. The Democrats have been 
in power for 20 years, and there exists 
that thing which even Governor Stevenson 
himself has referred to as "the mess in 
Washington.''. In reality it is two messes. 
One is the corruption in government that 
has been revealed, typified by mink coats, 
the five per centers, home freezers, income 
tax favoritism, Justice Department scan­
dals, and extravagance, waste and confu­
sion. This the administration has souitht to 
hide when it could. and to minimize and 
excuse when it couldn't. The other is the 
mess in foreign affairs, which, among other 
things, has ulunged the nation into a 'Aiar 
in Korea that the administration has no 
apparent will to win and no plan to end. 

St~venson· Offers tittle Change. 

Cleaning up the domestic mess requires 
more than merely the new face in the 
White House that Governor Stevenson 
would sunply. Both candidates. it is safe 
to say, are honestly against dishonest,, or 
even incompetence in public offke NPither 
of them condones corruption. Yet Gover­
nor Stevenson would be under the handi­
cap of being the inheritor of an admin­
istration in which corruption has flourished 
and in which it has every appearance of 
being deep-seated. It is too much to ex­
pect of Governor Stevenson that he could 
eradicate the ugly growths while retaining 
root and branch of the administration that 
produced them No matter how earnestly · 
he might desire his administration to be 
clean and successful, Governor Stevenson 
would be fighting on the one hand to make 
it so and on the other to prevent being 
dominated by the entrenched forces which 
now are responsible for both the moral 
tone and the policies of the government. 

Whereas the election of Governor 
Stevenson would mean more the appear­
ance than the actuality of change, on the 
other hand the election of General Eisen­
hower would mean complete and automatic 
change. It would mean a change in the 
whole atmosphere in Washington. Gen­
eral Eisenhower owes no binding obliga­
tion to any political bosses or -pressure 
groups. He is under debt to no racial. re­
ligious or economic group. He can be 
counted as neither pro-labor nor pro-busi­
ness. He is free to be simply pro-American. 

To the solution of the foreign policy 
mess, the difficult problems created by 
Korea and the cold war, General Eisen­
hower would bring the qualities of vigor, 
wis~m. skill and experiencso. That wo~ld 
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mean purposeful attention to these critical 
problems, even if the precise means are 
not spelled out now: Who can doubt that 
General Eisenhower, with the broad back­
ground of his pro{ound military knowl­
edge and intimate participation in mo­
mentous w o r 1 d undertakings, would be 
better able to solve the problems of for­
eign affairs than one £whose. experience 
has been wholly with civil government, 
and on a limited scale at that? Who had 
not rather ·entrust foreign policy to a man 
who has been on terms of close friendship 
with many of the world leaders with whom 
he ~ould have to deal, and who has ex­
hibited a great talent for winning the co­
operation of men of clashing personalities 
and diverse views? 

Military Knowledge Invaluable. 

As we said in that earlier editorial. 
the 'paramount question before the Amer­
ican people is that of war or peace, and 
the building up of the defensive strength 
that will be a deterrent to war and the 
safeguard of peace. The correlative prob­
lem is that of maintaining the solvency of 
the nation while girding for defense. 

Who better than General Eisenhower, 
with his thorough knowledge of the de­
mands of defense, would be able to pass 
on the ' expenditures proposed for that pur­
pose by the Pentagon military planners? . 
Who better than a man who has led 
mighty armies to victory and has organ­
ized large-scale defenses would be able to 
tell whether proposed armament outlays 
will buy their money's worth in security? 
Who better would be able to balance ,our 
requirements for defense against our !..eco­
nomic cauabilities than a President with 
General Eisenhower's keen, alert civilian 
mind and superb military training-a man 
who can appraise- military " need with an 
eye to the civilian dollar? 

On a m a t t e r of special interes.t to 
Texas and its school children, though it 
involves a principle of vital if largely un­
recognized import to the whole nation, 
General Eisenhower stands in a rn u ch 
sounder position than .his opponent. That 
issue is the attempted federal grab of the 
tidelands wh{ch from, the beginning cif the 
United States have been considered to M­
long t.o the states bordering the coast. 
Governor Stevenson blindly regards it as 
a "giveaway" of :federal property ; to re­
store_ to the states what _has always been 
theirs and what the federal governme,nt 
has never owned. General Eisenhower has 
stated his position in lam(liaize anybody 
can understand. He says that the offshore 
lands belong to the states and that if Con­
gress again nasses a bill restoring title to 
the states he would si_gn it. This Congress 
twice has done and twice the President 
has defeate<l the action with his veto. 

~ 

Qualities of Leadershin. 

One of the con.~irlprations which drew 
us-and we think many other Americans 
-to the gener::il before his nomination 
wa1, that he was not a politician He still 
is Pot a politician. in the commonly accept­
ect sense of that word, although of neces­
sitv he is fast learning some of the lessons 
and techniot1es of practical politics. He 
has, in fact. shown during the camuaign an 
adantability, an ability to adiust to new 
situations, which in the presidency would 
stanrl him and the American people in 
goon stead. 

At the same time, his forthrightness, 
his evident sincerity, his refusal to com­
promise principle even when tactics have 
to be changed, have made General Eisen­
hower's campaign a breath of fresh air in 
politics. Though at first a reluctant candi­
date, yielding only to what he considered 
a "call to higher duty," once he was in the 
campaign he showed the fighting deter­
minatipn that made him a great military 
leader. It cari not be doubted that this 
same quality would make him an outstand­
ing civilian ·leader. 

Our espousal of General Eisenhower 
for the presidency is not based upon wor­
ship of a military hero. Rather it springs 
from recognition in him of the qualities 
which we believe will be the nation's great 
need in the years ahead-character, in­
tegrity, deep sense of patriotic duty, re~ard 
for the rugged virtues which have been 
the basis of America's greatness, the cavac­
ity for decisive leadership behind which 
the country can close ranks. W e h a v e 
learned over the years to put more de­
pendence upon the character of men than 
upon the shifting beliefs of parties and the 
vote-luring declarations of political plat­
forms. 

In General Eisenhower we have faith­
faith that as President the constant guide 
to his actions would be the rule he has 
laid down for himself: "What is good. for 
America-all America." 


