’Deceubar 31, 195k,

Honovable Dwight D. Eisenhower
President of the United States
The white House
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Dear Mr. President:

I have your letter of Deceamber 2%
in answer to my previous letter regarding the reappoint-
ment of Oswald Ryan and I, naturally, agree with you
that you do not have sufficient time to investigate
the pros and cons of this type of eppointment; and,
I thoroughly comcur in the fact that it has been
your effort to get the finest men available -~ disin.
terested individuals who have no other objective
than to promote the good of the country and, after
ascertaining these facts, to make certain that every
kind of investigstion has been completed and their
standing in the commmity is such as to reflect
dignity on the office to vhich they are appointed.

I can reedily understand that
during the past two years you have, no doubt, re-
ceived criticism concerning some of the operations
of C. A, B,, and it may be that the editorial you
referred to, which charges that there was & lot of
shallow thinking, is correct.

I realize that this is a difficult
time to make a reappointment of & man when, as you
state, your staff is thoroughly scattered on account
of the Christmas holidays, or ave trying to get some
rest before the grind of the Congressional session
vhich shortly begins. I greatly appreciste your
statement that you view my opinion highly. Never-
theless, the way the Goverument must run in this
kind of a case, you have to be guided largely by the
opinions of those whom you must trust day in and day
out, and wvho nommally reach specific conclusions before
they report to you. Again, I concur in your statement
that most people who concern themselves with appoint-
ments of this kind have some special interest to
serve and, therefore, I apprecliate your statement
that you realize that such considerations have no
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bearings on my opinion. Naturally, I consider this
& complimentary statement in my behalf and I only
wish it were possible that the same condition could
apply in ell instances which, unfortunately, with
all due modesty, I feel is not the case. If this
appointment could be deferred for a reascnable time
I feel guite sure that I could convince you of these
facta, It so happens that I know whereof I speak,

One man in particuler, to 2 certain
mt,mwmuwmmmior
in connection with this case vhich, in my way of think-
~ ing, ubuadcnmm:’cunmormmmt

vtmmbutdwsuuymwpmumm
experience with this particular individual who wrote

me, without an iota of Justification, the nastiest, weanest
letter that I have ever received.

This same man mede an effort to
make a contract with our new airport in Fort VWorth
to supply the gascline system. Later, vhen the com-
mittee decided to award the contract to ancther cone-
cern, he wrote nasty letters to all of the officers
comnected with the Terminal Association and thresten-
ed to sue us for damages - even golug to the exteant
of having & lawyer sperd a day in the Terminal Asso-
clation’s office, at the conclusion of wvhich his owm
lawyer informed him that he had no Justificaticn for
a law gult.

This man came to me personally
recommended by a mmer of subgtantial citizens through-
out the country vhich, no doubt, had some basis for
his securing the position he now occupies with one
of your top essistents. If I had the opportunity
to talk with you personally, I feel sure that I
could substantiate the above facts vhich, of course,
are sent to you confidentailly and for the eyes of
noe one else. I realize this is a rather seriocus
charge and I am not making it without Jjustificaticu.
It ie & pitiful situation which should not be per-
mitted to continue.

5 I am confident that Ryan's opposition
troubles have been casused by this particular individual
and some of the no-scheduled operators who are resent-
ful against certain members of the Board for not re-
ceiving recognition for various requests they have made.
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I have made in behalf of Mr. Ryan and feel that if
you could consistently reppoint him, you would be
doing the avii tion industry as well as the C., A, B,,
and your Administration & constructive, beneficial
twrn.

: As I have stated time end again,
you have beea generous encugh to voluntarily affirm
‘that I have no axe to grind. I have never communi-
cated with Ryan or asked him for a favor, and neither
- kas be, in turn, with me.

¥Most aimmly,
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