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FORT WORTH AIRCRAFT PLANT SPEEDS PRODUCTION 
WITH AID OF NATION'S HIGHEST TYPE OF EMPLOYES 

By C. W. ROGERS 

Executive S.ecretary Texas Labor Press 
Association 

ATTENTION WAS CALLED in 
a recent number of Southwestern 

Railway Journal to the uninterrupted 
and highly satisfactory operation of 
the huge plant of Globe Aircraft 
Corp. at Kennedy Ranch on Blue 
Mound Road on the outskirts of Fort 
Worth. 

Our statement that this enterprise 
"has set a pattern for conducting 
operations that could be followed 
with profit and satisfaction to all 
concerned in other industries" should 
be of peculiar. interest at this time 
when in other Texas cities regrettable 
circumstances have arisen to embarras 
manufacturers of various facilities of 
transport and various commodities. 

Globe Can Plan Safely 
Globe Aircraft Corp. has continued 

to produce and plan fol· future ex-

pansion with no fear of controveries 
such as have disturbed so many in
d us tries. I ts policies are of such na
ture that it has been in a position 
to select what might be termed "the 
cream" of aeronautical engineers and 
expert aircraft mechanical workers, 
insuring the ultimate of perfection 
in its product. 

Its union workers are of the high
est and most capable type; their 
contract, which has a long time to 
run, and which they can be depended 
upon to observe, further insures the 
company of being able to meet its 
commitments, in so far as labor is 
concerned. 

We of the wage earning class hold 
that the stability of good labor re-

lations depends upon the employer
whether we are right or wrong in 
this contention. 

This writer is not intimately ac
quainted with Globe shop practices 
and has to depend upon what we are 
told by Globe employees. All of these 
with whom we have talked have been 
unanimous in declaring that Globe is 
a "good boss" and that they aim to 
stick on their jobs and adhere to 
the teachings of the great Sam Gom
phers in their relations with the 
company. 

There is no valid reason why the 
stability of harmonious labor rela
tions between employer and employee 
should be disturbed so long as each 
takes this• attitude. 

Commends Employees 
That Globe thinks a lot of its em

ployees is shown in a letter from 
President Kennedy to Ralph Farmer, 
labor leader, just before the plant 
went into production of the Swift 
personal plane: 

"This letter is being addressed to 

you, Ralph, as the authorized bargain
ing representative of all direct em
ployees at Globe Aircraft Corp., and 
it is trusted that you will convey to 
all these employees our profound ap
preciation for the work that they 
have accomplished . . . in looking 
forward to post war commercial pro
duction, we are certain we can de
pend on the same type of loyalty, 
service and support which has been 
extended to us during the war period. 
We are therefore looking forward to 
a greater and more prosperous fu
ture for us all." 

Unusual 'Safety' Record 

Another reason that accounts for 
. Globe's desirability as a place to 

work is plant's freedom from serious 
accidents. Its record through its 
period of war operation was pheno
menal, but during the last year its 
safety record was about as near per
fection as could be expected in a 
plant of its magnitude. 

In the center of the main building 
is an emergency station, in charge of 
a registered nurse. Even slight cuts 
or abrasions are treated to guard 
against infection. Of course the work
ers appreciate this thoughtfulness. 

Huge Success Foreseen 

Globe paid THIRTY MILLION 
DOLLARS for labor and materials 
during the period it handled war 
contracts. 

As an index as to what the com
pany may be expected to expend in 
future, the newspapers announce that 
the corporation's goal of 1946 alone 
is set at 4000 Swift personal planes. 
Payrolls stand at a quarter of a mil
lion dollars a month. 

The company has long had a large 
backlog of orders. This has grown 
rapidly until at present it has firm 
orders totaling $16,000,000. 

Huge Farmout Contract 

With the announcement around 
the first of the year that Globe had 
contracted with Texas Eng. & Mfg. 
Co. at Grand Prairie to supplement 
manufacture of Globe Corp.'s Swift, 
President Kennedy said: 

"Steadily increasing orders for the 
plane have made it necessary to seek 
additional manufacturing facilities. " 

The Grand Prairie company which 
will extend its facilities to Globe is 
the firm which took over the war 
time plant of the North American 
Co. Its contract with Globe calls fo r 
production of 6,000,000 worth of 
Swifts. 

Would Establish Airlines 

In addition to its manufacturing 
operation, Globe Aircraft is an active 
applicant for authority to establish 
_a system of feeder airlines in T ~xas. 
In this ambition Globe is entitled to 
the support of labor leaders who ap
preciate the company's attitude to
ward organized labor. 

* * * 

In Fort Worth union labor has 

confidence in the example set by 

Globe Aircraft as a beacon guiding 

other enterprises and their employees 

to industrial peace and increased pro

duction. 


