s, n allowmg husbands and w1ves to flle
separate returns, in conformity with our
own commumty property laws. Mr. John-
son favors re-establishment of farm parlty
in order that farmers may recoup the dlS-
advantage suffered through bemg forced
to buy in a protected market while selllngI
in a free market In the matter of water

".,.,.‘.’..-s15~oo~‘ Johnsontls the outstanding advocate of
intematwnarmws_' federal ai '='to the States and ‘is directly
: responsrbl or much of the present mag--
n1f1cent de\ elopment of Texas streams.
L ’th”'se considerations fit Mr.
Johnson s a able and effective successor
to the 1ate‘ beloved Morris Sheppard, whose
long servrce ‘in the Upper House redounded
to the cred1t and benefit of Texas. Mr..
.Iohnson S personal prestige in Washmgton
Zlhis command of the friendship and co-
‘operation of the President and the exec-
| utive departments makes him the best
‘man for the job from the Vlewpomt of the
States share in federal, projects, defense
and other. ‘A further guaranty of his fidel-
1ty to the interests of his State and its
people is found in the fact that he is a
native Son whose famlly roots go deep into
the soil of Texas hlstory. ;

exclumvely entitled to the use,
ews dtspatches credited to it or
n this ‘paper, and also the local
. AL ‘rights to republication ot
n are p.lso reserved ; :

The Home Bulldmg Boom.

HE home bu11dmg “boom, W.h1ch was

vainly sought as a recovery stlmulus
during the depressmn years, has far sur-
passed expectatlons durmg the nat1onal
defense emergency.

Several factors account for the heavy
volume of residential construction despite
moderate price rises. -One is that families

seek the security of home ownership in a

‘by' the Admlmstratmn to ]

the' 'nterest Of that unity rachcal changes and instability, many peo-

ple feel the desire to moor themselves to
 the land, no matter how small a patch of
ground a city lot may be.

| The Federal Housing Administration
] a‘great‘ factor in reviving

conservatlon ‘and flood prevention Mr. -

‘wartime era of insecurity. In a world of

. Mr. Mallon’s column are his own, and do
not necessanly reﬂect this newsp&uer l
_ opinion.) §

WASHINGTON, June 1&-—Mat‘ters
“have come to such a point within
OPM that one of the highest of-
ficials there tiptoed into top-man
Knudsen’s office a few days back
‘and urged ‘that he go:.to see the
President.  The only solution he
thought possible was appointment
 of an overall single directing head.
. Whether Knudsen would go or. not,
he did not say—which probably
means he won't.

Several names have been men-
tioned among officials, but of course
not at the confab of Knudsen and
his advisor. Some insist FDR should
call in a dynamic personality like
Wendell Willkie.  Others want Leon
Henderson, the economlst-prlce com-
missioner. A composite of these
two political and economic person-
alities 'would no doubt furnish the
ideal man, but apparently .there is
none such. ;

Only other names loftily suggested
‘are those of Donald Nelson who has
* been the dynamo of OPM in the
purchasing ‘division, and’ Bill Batt,
OPM advisor.

The basic trouble has  become
widely enough known now to be no
news—the division of authority be-
tween OPM and the War Depart-
ment, and between the dollar-a-year
men and ‘regular” officials.

Selection of a referee has long
seemed the obvious solution, but re-
sistance ‘'is strong and high. Roose-
velt naturally does not wish to sur-
render all that power to someone
.who cbuld run away with the ball.
The army, furthermore, wants +to

some civilian director.
. Most promising substitute method
being promoted inside calls for cre-

. ration of two nmew boards. To han-
% i Mtiue s dle all defense purchases by the

Government, there would be a
ministry of supply along the British
lines, made up entirely of civilians,
This and all the rest of the defense
setup would be topped by an overall
policy board to co- ordlnate policies
and plan ahead. .

Neither field is being handled at
all now. The various purchasing
~agencies (Treasury, Army, Navy,
Agriculture, OPM, ete.) not only do
not co-ordinate their efforts, but
none knows what the other is doing.
Only 30 days back the OPM. pur-
chasing division (purely advisory)
asked the other buying bureaus to

"OPM has no authorlty to command
it, and, therefore, is not getting the
results.

edge than you as to why Hitler sank
the Robin Moor. One State Depart-

Hitler or his guardian angel, if any,
Thelr. \speculat 'n runs

bt ‘lder wh .fcaused preJudlce agamst resi-
dential constructlon. The FHA insures the
mortgagee agamst loss, and it likewise
provides a better product. for the buyer’s
! rmoney by its constructlon requn‘ements
~and 1nspectlons durmg ‘the process of -
bulldmg o

 The home bu11d1ng boom is a godsend.
to c1t1es, which have been harrassed by
lower income due to tax delinquencies,
| since FHA payments mclude provision for.
taxes and insurance. The FHA is among
the reforms of the Roosevelt Administra-
tlon Wthh have been beneficial to all

ter1a1 men, builders and construction
,workers all admit that the FHA has been
“a good thing for the country.”

ernment is entermg business in competi-

tion with prrvate enterpnse. It is a gov-
; rnmental agency of the old school and
for that reason will survive. In stlmulat-
ing the building of more and better homes
the FHA is making a. lasting contrlbutlon
to stabzhty during one of the most un-

settled penods in Amencan hlstory.‘
V.

FRIENDSHIP COURAGE. i
He never elt 'ashamed 10 say what many won’b

mterests concerned - Loan agencres ma-

The FHA is essentially a regulatory'
body, and does not mean that the Gov- |

JUST FOIkS —Edgar A Guesf |

g

(Editor's note' Thg views expresaed m

G5 5

play its own politics,  not that of

give it two weeks’ notice -of its in-
tended defense buylng But the

Officialdom has no more knowl-

oops ! Codey

I GUESS You'v BtsTcR
Stﬁw HERE WHERE I
AN KEEP A EYE oM

\{ou BEHAUL

BoT

Coffman’s Cartoons appear exclusively m The Star-Teiegram.

ment director says, “Nobody  but

* United States

to keep its arms from Britain, scar-
ing the people to stay out of war,
The. possibility that the sub com-
mander could have, misunderstood

‘navy has that kind of sub command-
ers.

Whatever Hitler’s purpose, the ef-
' fect has been to let this Govern-
‘ment do many things it leng has
itched. to do—freeze Axis funds in
the United States; close its propa-
ganda consulates and news organi-
zations.  Acting State Secretar
Welles’ denial of any connection
between the two events was merely
made for dlplomatlc purposes.

. The Government s slipping  up
quietly behind business hoarders
. through the census bureau. Orders

~ageney will keep a weekly running
census of stocks on hand. Suspicious
figures will be turned over to Hen-

derson’s price fixing bureau for ac-
tion,

dlcate, Inc. Reproduction in whole
or m part strlctly prohlblted)

 Don’ t Take My
Word forft "'22’.2';

SOME

Th1s week’ shp o the Tongue'

This is- not good usage. Better avoid
it and say: She is feeling somewhat
better

Wrong: “I feel some improved o
nght I feel somewhat improved.

‘Wrong: “Do  you have some
money?”. nght' Do you have any.
. money?

Wrong: “We made the trip m
three hours, that's going some.”
Right: We made the trip in three
hours that is unusually fast time.

“could atford, and then some.” Right:
could' afford.

Kint 6 eolumnists: Ca

policy, frightening the Government ough war without starting

‘his orders is considered remote. No '

tell when' a British force
ed. The Italians appear.

 have been issued whereby - that ; ;
npecked man has cne
. He can always con-

sible for his failures.

(Distributed by King Features Syn- e to tell the ailing they

You don’'t  say what

end man is like a one-
Ie bets ‘all hope of hap-
Nle person’s life.

' —Robert Guillen

Reader's Dlgest is umque in Amer; ¥

ica, Nothing else ever reached the

top. without a New York address or
advertising.

Death and taxes aren’t alike. Death

never takes another crack at you !

after you're dead.

England’s war aim: A desperate
rear-guard action to delay the ene-
my until time can bring up rein-
forcements.

Synopsis of America’s offer to na-
tions yet unconquered: ‘‘How much

wil] you take to stick out your |

neck?”

The female is more deadly.
Any teacher would rather han-
dle a bad boy than a bad girl.

It is wrong and untrue to say
others methods are equal to convoy.
Adequately protected convoys reach
England; others do not.

Grandpa to little Junior, 1950: “The
old ones went chug-chug and had a
long drawn lonesome whistle in the
night.”

“She is feeling some better.” No .

ernments in London, our
fliers and our peoples

s are united. Shoulder
we will fight against
‘enemy. Germans shall
ur faces.” That is what
Novalk, former consul
zecho-Slovakia told the

Slarig: “The cost Was more than T Polish Societies of Brooklyn

oering might sneer at
‘even though the Polish
itain have one of the
es of any detachment
‘down the marshal’s
the furious Fuehrer
minor tantrum if the
quoted to hlm.

The cost was much more than ‘I

4 Slang‘ "It was,some party"’ Cor-

in prec1se1y that light-
Benito once regarded

—John Blake

facts of life today than he was when
Selassie spoke before the league. Be-
nito of 1941 has himself a peck of
troubles, while Selassie is back on
his ancient throne in Ethiopia.

If Selassie got his throne back
during a lull in bigger hostilities,
he had it taken away under similar
conditions. He deserved to have it
restored to him first if only because
it was taken away first.

The last few years the king of
kings lived in a modest apartment

“in London. Today the rulers of many
. other small lands live ‘as Selassie
.did whike 'the power that put them
off the' throne tr1es to sub]ugate
. their subJects. 2

‘his shrunken head as well no

‘it did when he first fook - i
| sweetness of it has departed He |

1 wonder how Benito MUSsoxmi;,
wears the crown he stole from the
king of kings. Certainly it ca

Cracks at the

Uncle Buster died of prosperxty
He was S0 prosperous ‘he couldn’t
take time for play. He just worked
and figured and worried and he
was always in a hurry to meet an
appointment he had with his pros-
perity. His wife and children urged
him to forget his prosperity occa-
sionally = and take pleasure trips
with them, but his time was worth
so much that he couldn’t bear 'the
thought of wasting any of it on such
an unimportant thing as life. Pros-
perity is a disease that you can
handle all right if you will relax
now and then and have a good
time talking to friends about noth-
ing, but if you give way to pros-
perity, as Uncle Buster did, it may
soon destroy your health and bring
your successful life to a sudden
stop.

Of course society is mostly to
blame for your failure, but if you
will weigh everything carefully you
will find that you are partly to
blame yourself.

It is economy that makes Cousin
Bob argue that he can get to heaven
without belonging to any church.
Bob just wants to get in free.

Father seems to age a lot faster
than mother, which proves that it is
more straining to pay the bllls than
it is to make them. ‘ .

Cheer yourself up and you may do

better. You can’t hope to get any- .

where so long as you keep booing
yourself.

When our pretty niece pets ‘us
our wife thinks she /is sincere. Our

\some German shepherd dog tha

been sstruck by a hit-run nrotorlst._
The hind legs or back had been

badly injured. Painfully and slow-

ly. .the dog was making his way:
across the wide avenue, mostly on
front legs. Motorists paused to let
him pass. Those not guilty of: the s
deed could not do anything. =
We discussed the advisability of
getting out, following the dog, help-
ing him, or frying 'to locate his
master, s i
As the wounded animal made the
lawn of a large house, we gave

~up the idea. Doubtless, others had

come to the same conclusions. We
would undoubtedly be accused of .
having struck the dog if we should

succeed in finding the master. We

might be severely bitten by the poor

brute in his agony if we tried te

help him.

Besides, the victim was making
his way directly toward the back
door of that prick house. He prob-
ably was at home. : ’

New York, Boston and Philadel-:
phia lead in what is known as
the vanity publishing business. Chi-
cago gets some of the fools’ gold
of this shadowy industry, and some
smaller towns have small enterprises
of the same sort.
yvI am continually receiving queries
from ambitious authors whose work
has been turned down by regular,
ethical publishers. They ask about
the reliability of certain firms that
have offered to publish 6 the book,
provided the author will buy so
many copies.

Naturally, I can not pass upon the
reliability of business firms.

But this is good adivce: If any-
body asks you to pay for your book’s
publication, by taking copies or by
whatever other means, just forget
the whole enterprise.

Any book reviewer, and almost
anybody else, can spot a vanity pub-
lication job-on sight. It's job print-
ing, with the deluded amateur au-
thor paying the bills.

Grocery and delicatessen shops
along Sixth Avenue sell bird feed
at 5 cents a potind.

A 50-pound sack rests on the side=~ |
walk, nearest the passing customers.
The sides of the sack are turned
down so that you may inspect the
feed.

Corn that has been cracked in the
shelling process and small, unde-
veloped buckwheat that has been
discarded in the fanning mill, con=
stitute most of the feed. It is clean,
properly graded as to size, and safe
for feeding.

Many tons of this feed are dis-
posed of in Sixth Avenue every
year. Most of it is fed to pigeons
at certain spots along the avenue.:

Bryant Park, extending from the
rear of the Public Library on Fifth
Avenue to the sidewalk at Sixth,

seco‘nd,»» isnav—tavoritei«area .tprz:;'pi"geonﬁ“i G

feeders.

St. Patrick’s Cathedral yard is an-
other.

Thousands of pigeons are fed daily
by volunteer feeders in Madison
Square Garden, and around the
foundation of the Metropolitan Life
and New York Life Buildings.

Yesterday I saw a lonely-looking
derelict examining the bird feed in
a bag outside a store near the Ca-
thedral.

A pair of pigeons had alighted
beside him. The two, unafraid of
the surge of foot traffic in an area
so familiar to them, seemed to recog-
nize in the lanky, il- dressed, stoop-
shouldered fellow, a frie-nd.

They looked up at him and made
strange, friendly sounds.

The man  talked gently to his
feathered visitors. Then, to a hur-
rying attendant, he said, “Gimme a
pound, please.” e

The salesman scooped it wup,
weighed it, and was just about to -
wrap it, when the purchaser com-'
pleted a survey of his pockets. !

“T'm sorry to trouble you, Mister,”
he said, “but I'll have to ask you
to make it 4 cents’ worth.”

The salesman said not a word,
nor changed expression, as he sub-
tracted one-fifth from the package .
and handed it over.

The underfed stranger walked
away, his two friends following. His
face was alight with the joy of
giving,

wife says she sincerely wants the
money.

There must be something real
good about America, Millions pre-
fer it to their native lands. ;

Off the Record o e

AN

a

“The Three Bare_s"' .




