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December 28, 1948

Dear Amon:

In just a very few days now I should be taking my
seat in the Senate -- at the end of a very long and very
difficult road. Before I leave the House and move to the
other side of the Hill, though, I just want to express to you
my sincerest gratitude and appreciation for your unbroken
and unwavering friendship and support, without which my
success this year would have been impossible.

You did so much in so many ways that I could never
fully express my appreciation. When I steered too close to
impetuous and intemperate action, you pulled me back; when a
firmn hand was needed to steady the ship, you supplied it.

I know, too, that the Star-Telegram did more for me in West
Texas than I could ever have done for myself.

Not the least of my reasons for gratitude were the
fine, helpful, encouraging boys you assigned to me as
correspondents -- and Bob Hicks' editorializing proved him a
better strategist than most professional campaign managers.

The job ahead now is a big one. I just hope that I
can use the opportunity to do as much for Texas -- in the same
impersonal, unselfish spirit -- as you have done. I will always

look to you for counsel to keep me pointed in the right direction.

Lady Bird and I are enjoying your case of Christmas
cheer very much. It was thoughtful of you to remember us.

With my deepest admiration and gratitude,

‘\lSince rely,

Lyndon B. Johnson

s —

Mr. Amon Carter
Fort Worth, Texas
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