Honoruble Tyndon Johneon
nited Ttates Senator
Senate miea Hullding
Washingbom, D, G, -

Daar Lmdam

Enclosed herewith ymx will find a cony
m? & latter which I um toduy sending to Covernor
Hauford Jeater, regurding the officisl spening
of the Big Bend fiational Fark vhich, ineidentully,
ia the only remaining national park which has not
59 yet been formully defliecated snd meymd for
the nation by a President,

© Former Governor Coke Stevenson signed
the 2ead 4n my office in ¥ort Yorth conveying
approximately e2ix or seven hundred thousand
aeres of land to the Interior Department, and
presented the deed to me, as Fresident of the
Teras Pl Band Park Ascociastion, with the reguest
that I oflcially present 1t to President Foosevelt
and the Interior Department,

The last ceremony of this sort was
Treetdent Truman's dedicstion of the Ivergludes
Vational Park in Tlorida in 1047, A comnmemo-
rative three cent stamp was issued for that
‘avent and, undoubtedly, our Texas delegation in
Congress will Be able to arrangs & sinilar com-
memorative igene for the Y4g Pend National Park,

Officiale of the Fational Park Service,
" dneluding Mr, ¥, R, T11lotson »f S:nta Fe, Hew
Hexden, the regional Airector, aspprove of this
plan and have suggeeted that next October would
be the most suitable time of the year, if that
could poesidly be arranged 4 harmony with
Precident Truman's planse,
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: As stated in my letter to Covernoy
Jaster, Texan 1a greatly indebted to the Texzue
. Btate Park Foard for the effisiency they have
shown, not only in the orizinal "ig Tend Land
"archase program, Yt dspecially in ths last
tvo years In the handling of several 4ifficult
and troudleszome purchase dsals on the remuining
l:ndg, and suite naturally that Tourd chould :
share in the arrangsments for thies dedication
ceremony snd must receive credit for the work
it has dome, 1 om supe ym share in my owa
feeling that we should ut on s celedration

in traditional hoepitadle Texas style, if
President Truman w111 accept our invitation,

In my letter to Oovernor Jaster 1
hawve sugrected that ha send me & copy of his
letter ta Precident Truman, and that I would
supplement thie letter with s special invita-
tion from the Teras Tig Fend Park Assnciation,
vhioch is etill n speration, :lthengh the park
has hesn of€icially turned aver th the !‘e&.&m&
Onvarament,

: 1 a» gending this letter with the
hope that you will tske the matter up with the
Frenident, advising him that he will receive
the nfficial invitation in dus time, ¥e would
make 1t an outstanding. acmzna. and strictly
in eonfidence, we would like to have the Preaident,
if poesible, stop in Fort Yorth either on his °
way to the Park or on his return to Vashington,
at which time we hove a special program which
we will disense with you swer the telaphene,

Tort Yorth was the hesdquarters for
the Texas iz Pend Nution:l Park Lzsociation
and, ineidentally, the Star-Tslegram ralsed o
subztantisl sum of woney from people throughout
Texse contributing cartain umounts necessary to
aseguire s certain numbsr of wseres for park pur-
poses, =:nd we hope we would not be considered
presumptuous in tcking on setive part in sup-
plamanting the Jovernor's invitation to Prasident
Traman to officlally dedicate ond accent the }Eig
Tend FHationa) Park, .
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- You will note in my letter io the
favernor that ve have susgented further that
President Mguel 1leman of Yexico be invited,
throush Department of “tate channels, to be
present far the ceremony. This ¢:n sleo he
made to commemorate 101 ymrs a? peace balween
the two republics, since the Traaty of Cuadalupe
m&a‘im wvas sizned,

1 am mwmg hara mmmy moming for
Hew York to attend the American Hewspapar Pud-
lishers an? Aszociuted Freas meetings, ond will
- be at the Ritz-Carltom Hotiel, from which place
I #3111 oall pou sometime mﬂy next wask,

HBops you are feeling Yetter, and
with best mam to both you and Hre, »?nhmm.
I Ma!}! :

?

Sincerely,

ADC o




