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" resolution for the House judiciary com-

mittee to investigate “certain charges in
connection. with theft and possesalon of
- important secret documents.”

My. Stevenson, whether intentionally
or not, misstated ‘the purpose of the
resolution. When its true purpose is un-
derstood, Lyndon Johnsons vote agalnst
it is above reproach.

Some secret documents which had

bee’n'.stolen from State Department files

" had been found by FBI agents in the of-

fices of a pro-Communist magazine in

New York. Charges were filed against

six persons, A federal grand jury which
investigated the theft returned indict-
ments against three of those charged. Two
were convicted and fined. The '‘third in-
dictment was dismissed for lack of evi-
dence.

The resolution which Lyndon John-

‘'son voted against would have directed

the House judiciary committee to -“con-

duct an investigation of the disposition

of the case against certain individuals
charged by the FBI with espmnage and

documents.”

The purpose of the resolution was not
as Mr. Stevenson inferred; to investigate
Communist spy activities in the State
Department,‘but‘ to investigate the han-

" dling of the case by the FBI, the Depart-

ment of Justice, the grand jury and the
federal court in which the cases were
tried. Theé resolution was introduced by a
Michigan Republican. That it was a parti-
san effort to embarrass the Democratic
administration is evidenced -by the fact
that only one Republican voted against
it, while Democrats voted two to one
against it. Of the 14 Texas congressmen
who voted, 11, including Lyndon Johnson,
were against it and only 3 were for it.
Mr. Stevenson is critical of Lyndon

Johnson for having voted against this

resolution. One may only wonder how

The third vote cast by Lyndon i]ohn-
son which Mr. Stevenson  criticizes was
on May 17, 1946. Mr. Stevenson said that

~on that date “Johnson voted against an
_appropriation to enable the un-American
“activities committee to continue its work.”

Again Mr. Stevenson, twhether in-
tentionally or not, beclouds the issue by
misstating the purpose of the measure

which Lyndon Johnson voted against. It:

was not a resolution appropriating money
“to enable the un-American activities
committee to continue its work,” but to

. allow it $75,000 additional for which no

need had been shown.

At the time this measure came up the
committee was
dominated by Congressman  Rankin of
Mississippi, and it was charged on the
floor of the House that the money was to
be expended by the committee in such
manner that it would aid Mr. Rankin in
the campaign he was then facing for re-
electlon

The record also shows that the com-
mittee ‘had on hand at that time a sub-
stantial unexpended balance from pre-
vious appropriations; and that the request
for the appropriation was made by the
committee on accounts without a formal
vote of the un-American activities com-
Furthermore, the record also
shows the committee on accounts ap-
proved the appropriation at a meeting

5 attended by less than a quorum.

It evidently was because of the irregu-

e lar manner in which this appropriation
."measure reached the floor of the House,
3 together with the obvious lack of need for
 the money by the un-American activities
i commlttee that ‘Lyndon Johnson voted
against it. One may only wonder how Mr.
“Stevenson would have voted on the

'had he been a member of Con-
ime.
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WORTHY UNIT

- by Marquis Childs

McCALL,
James, America’s great philoso-

mankind to find a moral equiva-

of the need to find, in time of

that would release all of man’s
energies for creative good as they
are released in war for destruc-
tion.

‘Something approaching that is

If ever I have seen men dedicated
to a cause, and faithful and ef-
ficient in that dedication, it is
in the guardianship of the moun-
tain heartlands of the West wlnch,\
under law rests on this service.

It is a service as decentralized |
as any government organization

rangers have a lot of independence

forest’ and river and valley de-
pend.

Since it is part of a large

Agriculture, it has some of the
tape, manifested in innumerable
records, often seems excessive
Lumbermen and stock growers

arbitrary and dictatorial de

cisions.

But seeing the vast devastation
that has been worked by fire
and erosion and the narrow mar-

incline to side with the service
in any such argument. Without
the water from the watersheds
which are protected by the Forest
Service, the livelihood of thou-
sands upon thousands of families
in the West would disappear. And
that would be only the beginning
of a chain of consequences fatal
to the empire of the West.

From the high protected water-
sheds, the mountain streams run |
down into the rivers. The flood

by the Bureau of Reclamation.
Then during the growing season
this water is released to farmer
in the valleys through an elabo
rate irrigation system,

tion. Land that supported only
sagebrush and sparse grass blooms
with 'rich crops. While the hills
are brown and desertlike, the
valleys are green and fruitful.

This fruitfulness begins in the
smallest rivulet high in the wil-
derness of the nationa]l forests.
The precious water must be
guarded and guided from the
stream bed at eight thousand feet
to the irrigation canal in the floor
* of the valley.

Fire is the most menacing
enemy. The Forest Service . is
geared to fight it with modern
weapons. Fire jumpers—the para-
troopers of peace—are rigorously
trained in the technique of para-
chuting out of planes to put out
fires before they can spread.

By radio and telephone from
a network of lookouts comes the
warning of the first small blaze.
It is plotted on the map, a dis-
patcher sends out a plane and
soon the Forest Service para-
troopers are dropping on the fire
with equipment to fight it.

Supervisor John T. Mathews of
the Payette National Forest, with
headquarters in McCall, has a
force of 60 smoke jumpers. For
these 60 summer jobs he had 483
applications from young men pre-
pared to undergo the stern train-
ing and then to drop from a
swiftly moving plane in a remote
part of the forest.

An almost equally menacing
enemy is the destruction of soil
caused when too many sheep and
cattle graze in the mountain
meadows. At this point politics
' of an explosive variety enters in.

Here in Idaho the Forest Serv-
ice has had considerable co-
operation from ranchers and
stockmen. They did not join with
livestock associations in Wyoming
and Nevada in a move that seemed
to have as its ultimate goal the
removal of public forests from
| federal guardianship. The 'scarcely
concealed objective was to turn
these lands over to the states and
thence, in all probability, to pri-
vate ownership and exploitation.

But that move backfired. Farm-

ists were quick to see that it
threatened everything they valued
1nclud1ng the base of permanent
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lent for war. He was speaking B
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the United States Forest Service. |
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and authority. They make the de- |
cisions on which the well-being of |

bureaucracy, the Department of |

blights of bureaucracy. The red |

frequently accuse the service of |

gin of security, I think I would |

water from melting snows in the
spring is stored in reservoirs built |

It works a magical transforma-.

“ers, spokesmen and conservation-

RUSSIA’S IDEA OF THE

VICTORY SIGN

—Hal Coffman’s Cartoons Appear Exclusively in the Star-Telegram.

by Joseph and
Stewart Alsop

ASHINGTON. — Mrs.  Ann
th, a former clerk-stenogra-
» for the U. S. Navy in the
one, is not an important
1 figure. But what has hap-
to her, and the way in
t happened, is important—
y important—in these times.
. Smith (which is not her
Aame) is a personable young
n in her late 20s, a Phi Beta
a from the Umver51ty of
ern California, mildly lib-
mildly intellectual, mildly
sted in the problem of race
ons. After an unhappy mar-
n California which ended
rce, she took a job in 184
the Panama Canal Zone as a
clerk.

- interest in the race ques-
was partly responsible for
so taking on a part-time job
ng English after working
at the University of Pan-
She had received permis-
0 do so. But the classes she
t were lalgely Negro, and
* feeling in the Canal Zone
hlgh There were certainly
in authority who frowned
Mrs. Smith’s after-hours’ work
n her tolerant racial views.

ether this had something to
ith her subsequent experi-
, no one knows. At any rate,
7, she met Petty Officer
t Brown, and they decided
rry. Brown applied for per-
on to marry from his com-
ing officer, Adm. J. F. Shaf-
‘Then the blow fell. Permis-
was refused, on the grounds
the intended bride was sus-
d of disloyalty to the United

s was in August 1947. In
mber, Brown’s locker was
hed in his presence, his per-
- papers were read, and a
of “Generation of Vipers,”
fler dull but by no means
st book by Philip Wylie, was
iiscated.

thing more happened until
ary. Despite repeated re-
for a decision, permission
rown to marry Mrs. Smith
11 withheid. Then, on Jan.
' this year, Mrs. Smith was
hted with an “interrogatory,”
ing of some 21 questions.
of these questions are rou-
thers are peculiarly inter-
. Mrs. Smith was askad
r she read, among other
ons, “The New Republic;”
she was acquainted with
you know to be connect-
bor ‘activities and labor
ip in the Canal Zone;”
she had “exchanged
 political, governmental,

the Unive

whether she

. “books o

ational sub]eets with per-
with

chilling prospect. At any rate;
Mrs. Smith admitted only that
she had onte subscribed to “In
Fact” some years previously, and
that she had occasionally leafed
through a copy of “The New Re-
public.” On every score, she pro-
tested her innocence.

A second category of questions
concerned Mrs. Smith’s acquaint-
anceship with four individuals.
One was a Negro minister in Cali-
fornia. Mrs. Smith had, she said,
never heard of him, although it is
difficult to see how it would have
mattered if she had, since the
minister is an anti-Wallace Demo-
crat and was a delegate to the
recent Democratic convention.
The second dndividual was a
woman who had been active in
radical student movements in
California, in -the thirties, while
Mrs. Smith was going to college.
Mrs. Smith asserted flatly that
she had never heard of this wom-
an either.

She had known the third indi-
vidual, though only briefly. On a
vacation in Guatemala, she had
been assigned to share a hotel
table with him and his wife for
three meals. More than a year
before the date of the “interroga-
tory” he had sent her some news-
paper clippings and a copy of
“PM.” As for the fourth individ-
ual, ‘'a woman' who lived in the
Canal Zone, she and Mrs. Smith
had both attended a luncheon giv-
en in Balboa by the Unitarian
Church, which Mrs., Smith attend-
ed regularly. But Mrs. Smith had
not, to the best of her knowledge,
been introduced to this woman
and she did not know her.

Having answered the “interrdd-
atory” frankly and fully, Mrs.
Smith felt certain that the whole
troublesome business “ would at
lagt be cleared up, and that Brown
would be allowed to marry her.
Then, on March 17, she received
a memorandum from Capt. W.. F.
Weidner, U. S. N. The memoran-
dum, citing no evidence to that
effect, bluntly charged her with
havmg lied consistently  in her
answers to the “interrogatory,”
and with disloyalty to the United
States. ;

The case of Mrs. Smith would
not, perhaps, be worth reporting
if these were different times, or
if hers were an isolated case. But
these are times in which tradi-
tional American liberties are
closely threatened. And, as will
be shown later, what happened to
Mrs. Smith in the Canal Zone has
happened to too many others else-
where. In the year 1948, it is the
plain and necessary duty of the
,Amerlcan ment to protect

CRACKS

by Claude Ca.llan

When Uncle Bill was left a
widower at the age of 78 his first
thought was of another wife, so
he recalled an old sweetheart,
and since she was a widow he
decided to slip away to the old
home town and see if she was still
the beauty she used to be. As luck
would have it, the widow was poor
and he was rich, so she cooked a
wonderful dinner for him and

took on over him a lot. Every day
he went to her home and in spite
of the fact he was wealthy, her
whole family thought lots of him.
Well, in a short time there was
a happy wedding in the old home
town. A widower courts rapidly,
and in a few weeks Uncle Bill
marched to the altar and married
his old sweetheart’s pretty grand-
daughter,

We can’t live the past in every
way, but occasionally we buy some
of the good, cheap candy that
comes in buckets. It is much bet-
ter than this boxed candy that
sells at jewelry prices. /

Son doesn’t like a girl mother
picks out for him. Mother is won-
derful in many ways, but when
it comes to picking a girl or a
pocketknife father can beat her
badly.

When Cousin Pelfry breaks a
promise he gives you another to
take its place. He has given away
thousands of promises and never
a good one.

.RE]DS' SUFFER
~AW\SETBACK". ;

by David Lawrence

|AT THE CROWD.

WASHINGTON.—In the broad
game of propaganda or ‘psycho-
logical warfare,” Russia has lost
considerable ground and prestige
in the last few days. The way
the Soviet handled the “kidnap-

‘| ing” and then the third-floor leap

of the Russian school teacher in
New York is more convincing
than all the evidence that can
be derived from diplomacy’s fiery
debates that the Russian govern-
ment is clumsy, inept and often
stupid in its handling of its own
affairs.

To allow the whole world to
catch a Russian official in the
very act of lying about so simple
a case as a Russian subject try-
ing to escape the clutches of her
own government for fear of pun-
ishment, is to advertise the meth-
ods of totalitarianism and a po-
lice state so that everybody can -
understand.

It would have been much easier
for the Russian government to
have regarded the incident from
the beginning as trivial and in+
consequential. There is no evi-
dence, for instance, that the
teacher had any important testi-
mony to give. If it had not been
for the efforts of the Russian
consulate to prevent the woman’s
sojourn on American soil, the epi
sode would never have attracteds
any attention.

The next blunder was made
in Moscow when the foreign of
fice decided to make an issue of
it. To contend that the Americani
government was implicated i
merely to bring down upon the
Russians ridicule from all parts
of the world. Certainly there
must be men in the Kremlin with
more sense and cleverness tharf
has been exhibited in the han;
dling of the recalcifrant teacher.

Coming as the affair does oz
top of a sensational story of 4
Communist spy ring and the newg
that the Russian government pai
out $2,000 and decorated M;
Bentley for supplying confidend
information : about the Amerig
government’s secrets, it does ld
as if the Soviet authorities
Moscow became unduly nervod
about world opinion and then b
came entrapped in crude effort
to make it appear that the Rusg
sian teacher was really trying
get back to Russia or that an.
erican naval attache w [
too.

Russian propaganda palpabl
follows a naive pattern in assum;
ing that outside of Russia people]
actually believe distortions and
twisted stories about facts that
can easily be understood. The
most significant thing about all
the Russian propaganda indeed
is the fact that the Russians do
seem to care what the rest of the
world thinks.

It is not merely opinion in this
hemisphere that counts with the
Russians but opinion among the
states of Europe where Commu-
nist organizations are active in
trying to get political strength,
Among the satellite states in par-
ticular the cause of communism
can be weakened if the Russian
government ‘gets entangled with
the United States in any way that
casts discredit on the Commus
nists.

Undoubtedly the stories of the
spy ring and the investigation
by the congressional committees
are bemg used by anti-Commus=
nists in Europe to indicate the ex<
tent to which Communist infiltras
tion has gone on even as far away
from Russia as the United States.

The Russian government ;can
not fight a war without the whole-
hearted support of her neighbor-
ing countries.  Conversely, the
satellite countries have within
them movements that seek to rid
their lands of Communist domi«
nation.

In the battle for prestige, an
unnoticed school teacher leaping
from the third floor of the Rus-
sian consulate where, she says,
she had been kept a prisoner
does much to impair Russia’s po-
sition. - ?
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