February 12, 1950

Honorable Lyndon Johnson
4921 30th Place, ¥, ¥,
¥ashington, D, C,

Dear Lyndons

It 48 with apology that I write youa
long, tedious letter covering a subjeoct which you
might consider minor, and one that you should not
be burdened with., It just seems that there are
moye people in the world that have troubles than
one can imagine, Being of a sympathetic nature 1
eannot decline to try =nd be of some help, if pos-
sible, and hence have to burden my friends who are,
no doubt, more bogged down than I am, so here goes,

Jule B, 8mith has been in the State
Department for sbout twenty years. Both Mr, and
Mre. Smith are personal friends of mine and Mrs,
Carter, MNr, Smith's father was one of the largest
grain operators in Texas, duilding, I think, the
first 5,000,000 bush®l elevator south of Kansas
City. He has long since passed on, and although
Jule was thoroughly qualified as a first-clase
grain man, he chose as a career the State Department,

He started as Assistant Trade Commis~
sioner 4in the Buresu of Foreign and Domestic Com-
merce, assigned to Buenos Alres July 14, 1930,
designated as Assistant Trade Commissioner, Was
active commercial attache in charge of Economic
Section of the Embassy from March 1934 to April
1, 1935, during vhich time he received no increase
in salary or allowances.

He was assigned Pureau of Foreign and
Domestic Commerce, Washington, D, €., August 19,
19735, designated Assistant Trade Commissioner,

Assigned to Prague April 16, 1936,
designated Assistant Trade Commi=zaioner. Arrived
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in Prague July 19, 1936. Left in ¢ e as active
Commeredial Attache from September, 1 to May, 1937.
Promoted to Trade Commissioner Jaunary, 1937.

Assigned to Wareav June 1, 1937, desig-
nated Trade Commigsioner. Became Foreign Service
Off fcer, Class 7, by zct of Congress.

Assigned Copenmhagen October 24, 1939,
designated Trade Commissioner. Jew designation
Second Secretary snd Consul, Assigned as Consul

. Degember 29, 1939.

Assigned Barcelona 1941, now designated
Consul. Wae reputedly the first American consul
to be invited into Spanish homes as a friend and
not as an American official.

Assigned Managua February 3, 1943, de-
nignated Second Secretary and Comsul. Put in Class
6 in May, 1945, PFollowing that the State Department
assigned a Junior Officer to be Commereial Attache
and the Ambassador refused to allow him to take the .
work over from “mith and had him transferred, Smith
was Aeting Commercial Attache from July, 1944 %o
May, 1945,

Assigned lLondon June 21, 1945, desig-

nated Aasictant Commereial Attache, Put in Clase &4
Hovember 16, 1946, An suxillary officer was sent
fron Yashington one month after Smith's arrival in
london, Class 2 with a correspondingly higher in-
«come, and Smith was asked to show him what had to
be done and how., When the Commercial Attache was
promoted to Bconomic Consulor the auxillary officer
who had his first Embassy post, was given the Com-
mercial Attache because he had a higher rank and

galary.

Home leave was supposed to be obliga~
tory every two years. After three years Smith and
hie family were given home leave on October 8, 1948,
and the Councillor refused to let them go until
January 20, 1949, because Smith was urgently needed
and was actually the head of the economic set-up in
the Legation.

Smith's chief duty in london was to es-
tablish, or rather promote liaison between American
and British business men. Incidentally,
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be handled this job successfully and was told
that it was the firet time in twenty years that
the Americans in the Embassy felt that they had
someone interested in American dusiness. Vhen
he was passed ovexn two vice-presidents of large
American concerns wanted tn send a letter of
protest to the American Club, which Smith would

later assigned to Budapest April 20,
1949, Designated Second Secretary and, inciden-
-t2lly, was actually the head of the economic set-
up in the Legation.

Assigned to Stockholm November 28,
1949, designated Second Secretary, He was in
Teononic fection under a man of ten years less
experience, with no special assignment except
to help with the Zeonomic Section in line,

: These qualifications, twelve years
business experience in handl ing Mexican grain
exports; speaks Prench, Spanish und German; :
has bdeen popular with =21l business men in
various countries, theredby able to gst informa-
tion not usually available officially. He is
an economic expert, loysl to the point of turn-
ing down several extremely well paid positions,
the best one bdeing offered when he had been in
london three months, He refused on the ground
that he was given what seemed to him a very im-
portant job to do and he felt he could not leave
with it unfinished,

Smith has the reputation of dbeing a di-
plomatic and conselentious officer. All promo-
tions have been statutory ones. When personnel
was tackled in Washington about lack of promo-
tion prior %o lLondon, Smith was told he had done
such a magnificent job in Managua he would get a
doudble jump and his career at that time looked
very bright.

Department has list yearly of all
officers' preferences. They are Paris, Madrid,
Bern, Rome, Brussels, Barcelona Athens and Bonmn,
It would geem that the Department should give
some consideration to the choice of posts, espec-
1ally in the present case when the Minister wrote
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and asked that they reconsider. The Smith's have
& echild to educate, not particularly healthy in
Secandinavia, as they found in Copenhagen, trans-
ferring after seven months to about the furtherest
gasnt to Swit.erland, ana alse the most omﬂn
or them,

Senator, this is the gsum and mstm ‘
of an outline of ¥Mr, Smith's activities, consist-
ing of about twenty years of service. He is
thoroughly honest, intelligeént, has a delightful
wife who, incidentally, anomd college with
Hrs. Carter.

In my estimation the Department could
not have a more conscientious diplomatie, well-
meaning individual than Jule Smith. You can readily
understand that diplomatie career, irrespective
of capability, at times is sudbjected to disappoint-
ments on account of someons elee having a better
‘acquaintanceship with the powers that be.

) I am not unmindful  that the State
Department has a serious prodblem in finding
conscientious, intelligent, well balanced
Americans who are willing to follow a career of
this kind, vhich does not alvays turn out profit-
able. For example, you will note in the letter
that since they have been in London they have
had 41 supper parties of over 25, having had a
cook for 7. Mrs. Smith has been compelled to do
the balance of the work, mummalm
is $300.00 per year.

After reading this, if you ean concur
in my viewpoint and fesl that Mr. Smith is entitled
to a better dreak, and feel disposed to lend a
helping hand, it uu be greatly appreciasted, You
can rest asmoﬁ that if both Mrs., Carter and I
were not interested to the extent we ave, and I
414 not feel that Smith had not been treated as
well as he should have beenm, I would not presume
to ask you to intercede in his behalf. Had General
Marechall or Bd Stettinious happened to be in office
at this time I would hmn handled the matter
Mmtly with them,
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- ¥ith apologles again for toking wp
your valuable time, as I know that you are burn-
ing the candle at both ends. Having been follow-
ing this procedurs for 2 long time I can realize
vhat 1t means.

1 am leaving early in the morning -
Monday - for ¥ew York, returning home next Sunday.

Sincerely,

AGC spm



Dear Lyndon

I presume all of us think that we have
more troubles then anyone. That is rather human
nature, Usually, vhen someone comes in to me pro-
claiming their troubles I ask them did they ever
hear the story of the man vho gave his friend a
cigart The friend replied "This ie¢ a demn sorry
cigar." And received a reply to the effects "What
are you complaining aboutt You only have one, and
I have a box full left,"

This in no way is indicative of our
comparative prodblems. You are in the big league and
I am in the minors (which I hope John Lewis will
get back to work)!

Sincerely,



