hugust 20, 19951,

Honoerable Iyndon Johnzon
Senate OFfice Building 5
Hashington, B, €,

Dear Tyndong

In line with my convers:tion with you
this morning regurding the construetion of the Fair
Ouks Shopping Center in Port Vorth, neur Carswell
Adr Base and the Consolidated Tultee Mlant, I am
sending you a copy of » letter from the Falr, one
of the largest department stores in Fort voﬂh, and
owner of this suburban project, addressed to the
Yort vorth Chamber of Commerce outlining therein
the proceduves followed in this entire set-up,

while I realize the necessity of the
n\rut obeervation of the law regarding the matier
of using wateriales that would in any way interfers
with our national defense, I cannot help but fesl
that these people have complied with the requiramente
necassary to permit them to go shead with the project.
17 you will resd the memorandum #1, whieh refers %o
the record of conference with #r, B, {, ¥ateon on
February 6, 1951, it w11l give you » better 1light
on the matter., Mr, ¥atson novw claime that the Falr o
people told him at that meeting that they had poured
a1l of one foundation .nd & good part of the other,
Un the contrary, they told him they had poured a
small amount, to which they meke an affiduvit, As
& matter of faet, 41f they had poured as much az Hr,
Yatson now says they told him they had, it would not
have besn necessary for them to have been over to
kis office in the first place,

On July 20, 1951 ¥r. Oeorge Copeland,
the loeal Fort Yorth Investigator, called at the
Pair offices and after hearing all of the facts
told thesm that they were clesrly in compliance with
the order und could go shead with the constfuction
-and that 1% wae definitely = hardship csse bBrought
on by their reliance on the Department's letter,
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- 2w
This statesent can be substantiated by Mr. Lionel

Bewan, Jr,, ¥r, Lilly Glaze, Controller of the

Fadr, snd My, “grazan, Oenersl Hanager. Again,
the HFA office has never advised the Fair in any
way of wh.ai if .nything they ure eaamd

OnM-t7manthnlﬂh.
after the lm of fice culled the Falr about their

permit, they told them that the project was under

investig«tion by their Compliasnce Department, This
is the only statement the HPA has officially made
regurding the matter of any delay. They now ask

the Puir to :dvise them at once of their decicion

s to vhether they will close down the Job and, us
stated, this is the only statemsnt or representa-
tion they huve officlally mede that the projeet is
now under investig:tion by the Compliance Depsriment,
The HPA has twice expressly wmuthorized the constiruc-

- t4om and novw for some reason which they huve not

stated, hae asked the Falr %o advise them if they
will elose down the job and gave no reason wvhatever
for making this rejuest., ¥hile the officisls have
baen cordial, they decline to make any definite
#tatemant or give cny reasons,

' Last Friday, August 17, Messrs. Haddovay,
Sarsran and Bevan ealled at e, Tutt's office, to-
gather with My, Wyatt, of Wyatt Food ftores, an in-

 tarested tenant in the project, who hus Dought wore

than £150,000 in fixtures for his stores in the new
net-up, On sntering the office the first thing Mr.
Tatt eaid was - "Gentlemsn, 4f you are here with
HMp, ¥yatt to put pressure om me in thie case, this
conference 1s at sn end.® This, frankly, s a rather
sntagonistic attitude, .o these gentlemen are not in
any way Srying to high-pressure the lFA or anyone
else, They are fine, patriotic citizens :nd tax
peyers, who have always cooperated in every govera- '

' mental setivity that vu have had Lo carry on with in

Yort Yorth, In fact, if they had besn told originally
that the project eould not g» along, thay would not

have stepped out snd involved themselves in more

Mnmmumsm

It vas in Muh. 1950 that they selected
the ﬂi%& and commenced acquiring properties. Thie
wvas Tollewed by selection of designing engincers,
asrehitects, site preparation engineers, signing the



%

leases, replatting the ground und getting the zone
changed, After this large expsnditure they were
~ confronted with the problem of getting water and
sewage, as both Port Yorth und River Cake dizclaimed
owmership, The architects advized at that time thut
it might be necessary for a period to use a water
wall vhich is on the property. They, in turn, pur-
chased o pump for that purpose and immediately con-
tacted the U, 8, Covernment, vho were in negotiation
with Hiver Ouks, and they agreed for the project to
use the sewage, pmu«l they replace the clay pipe
with cast irom pipe. ,

The Tair vas sdvised that Government Order

¥ 4 was golng into effect on Jumuary 13, Hatupally,
with the heavy expenditures and cownitments which
they bad, they contected the contyactor uni he ad-

vised that he would pour the foundation for the tank,
which, in their opinion, was aun essentisl part of
the construction at thzt time., Thedr gchedule called
for the foundation digging «nd laying sround ihe
wdddle of November, but the unforeseen delays which
arose, delayed this and 4t was not until January 8
that thay started clearing the site and moving dirt.
1% was a rather luvge Jjob and necessitated the re-
movsl of at lsast 25,000 cubie yurds of dirt, 15.990
cubie yards of -hich has already been moved,

- In order to tul alm sbout this, Nr,
Arthur Mﬁmsy. attorney for the project, Hr. Sarazan
and Br, T, A, Kitehell went to Dallas to see Mr, R,
T, vatson, and suggested to him that they apply for
5 permit, He gtated that under the circumstances
they 444 not need one an 1% was not necesnary, and
gave them o lstter to that affect, Upon that state-
 ment thay went ahead and made comuitments smounting
to over one million dollars. The espenditures to
January 15 anéd cash outlays have alresdy bees 137,000
cutsids of their stors comitments,

On July 25 the Gemeral 5toel Company hd-
viged that although the steel had been
they would pot be able to fabricate and deliver all
of 1% by COctober 1. In the meuntime they made appli-
eation for :n allocation number and aboul two weeks
ago Yr, Fletcher from the HPA office sppeaved and
want over the antire matter with the Fair people ian
the pregence of Mr. Copeland, who wus here at the
time, Fletcher stated thut in his cpinion they were
Juatified in getting not only clesrunce but an alloca~
tion mumber to finish the project, :



1 reslize it is a burden on you o

mﬂr you with & long detail of this kind, and
1 would not impose upon you were it not for the
fact that I believe in these people, in their
honesty «nd integrity, and know that they arve
good eitizens and 4t will be a tremendous hard-
ship on them not to be permitied %o continue
with the project which, incidentally, will be
Yeneficial to Carewell Afr Base snd the Consoli-
duted Vultee Plant, the Base people and others
who work at Consolidated., I further resiize
that, generally speaking, the buildere wnd cone
~ traetors try every way possible to get through

projects vhich should probably be delayed, but
‘this h certzinly not & case of that kind,

The Fort Vorth Star-Telegram (which,

_with all due modesty, has the largest ¢irewlation
in Texas - over 200,000 daily), has fought vigor-

eusly in supporting the Government ia ite lakim.l

Defenss Program and bave held uwp esome important

improverents of our own in kuyug with thie

~ thought,

I understand that Mr, Tuté i3 o very
righ class m&iﬂM and 1 am gure hae no desire
to impose en undue burden on any of cur citizens,
“wnd 1 hope when he thoroughly understunds the fuots
in this case that he will be able to permit the
Fair people to go shead with the program,

Any consiztent cooperaticn that you
way be adle to lend will be greatly appreciated
ty many of your goed, substantial friends in:
¥ors Worth, :

/

L

‘ A0y



