
Mr.Amon G.Carter 
Fort Worth 

Dear Amon:-

A DIVISION OF UN ITED STOCKYARDS CORPORATION 

May 19 1952 

Senator L ndon Johnson an Walter Jenkins have been 
furnished th letters, e ca s,affidavits an other material 
and are familiar with the controversl between the U.S.De rtment 
of Agricu ure an es ee roducers as to the classification 

ambs. or nearly fort~ years a satisfactory system has 
~ -~-~- ¥s eijhat ;under tfle O. P. • compulsory s1stem or changin~ 
~1:~L~ the sheefi men of Texas"sifveral mi lions of dollars. 

L~st T ursday Wyatt Adams ,lssistant Supervisor 
of Meat Grading,U.S.Departmen o griculture met a gropp 
of sheep men,commission men and others here,probably as a result 
of the Senator ' s investigation. Adam_i:"gaye the grou a rear--
fa.st iiu bure_gucratic brush of.f,aoout the worst that any of 
tliose present have ever seen . He said that his interpretation 
of the rules was right,that it could not be changed except by 
extensive hearings that might take six months. 

Ernest Williams,Secretary of the Texas Sheep & Goat 
Raisers Assn.(representing 8,000.growers) and Dick Alexander 
of Blanket,Texas a large sheep producer are to meet with the 
Senator at ten o'clock Tuesday May 20th. 

The enclosed gives you the names of those at our meeting 
here and other data and I w~s askeq_ to request you to phone 
tf!~ __ Sen.;~.tor and if you care to-say to hmm t hat in your opinion 
t:"hi$ __ gr.. · • us try in Texas wi £li seven million shee has a 
j_y_st~ an a i wil appreciate anyt in tat he can 
d,Q . t_o the nia"tt·er--z.o er a raise _ (!_9r~_y rannan 

··ru:u1 · icials. We are now in the midst of marke""Eing 
f aEt years lambs and ~uick action is needed for relief to those 
who produce meat,wool and who nave suffered much from the drouth 
and high priced feed. These cant be helped but there should 
be s..2_me ;J!aY to stop tremendous unnecessara ·losses because of 
the ·smart alee attitude of some pint size ,conceited ass J n-
WasHington . . . 

Thanks for what ever you may do. Have the call charged 
to our phone Market 3101. 

Sinc~r~ly, 

t~ W .L. ier 



- - . -·-- - .- • r- --

- -- - Mee-ting-a-t · For·t ·Wo:rth 
' May 15, 1952 

Radio Room , Livestock Exchange Building. 

Producers Present: 

John Williams , Sanderson, Texa-s, president Sheep & Goat Raisers Ass•·n. 
, ' " 

Eme-et William~, San Angelo, Texas , secretary ltieep & Goat Raisers Ass'n. 

Dick Alexander, Blanket, Texas, rancher and feeder. 

Earl Byrd, Coleman, Texas, r ancher and feeder. 

Clayton Puokett, Fort Stockton, rancher., past president ot Sheep & 
Goat Raiser~ Ase 1n. 

Edwi n Mayer, Sonora, r ancher. 

Harry Curtis, Brad.Y, Texas, r ancher. 

USDA Representatives J?resent: , 

Wyatt Adams, assistant national supervisor of meat graders, Washington. 

R. Vance Graham, officer in charge meat grading service in Texa~. 

James Gibson , assistant officer in charge meat grading i n Texas. 

W. C. Ball ., admini strative officer P ckers & Stockyards Administration. 

Jack J enning, assistan.t i n P. & s. Administration. 

Warren Smeby, offioer 1n oharge market news 1:1ervioe at Fort Worth. 

Fort Worth Market Men Present : 

w. L. Pi er,'manager Fort Wort h Stockyards, 
w. L. J0yoe 1 assistant manager Fort Worth Stockyards. 
Walter Rice,. field.man, . Stockyards company. 
Ted Gouldy, manager Fort Worth Livestock arket Inst~tute. 
W. A. King, head of livestock department Fort Worth Chamber of Commerce. 
Roy Boswell , manager Texas Livestock Marketlng ·Ass 1n. . 
Carroll Farmer, sheep salesman and order buyer, .,-ohn . Clay & Co. 
John Ga.hr , order buyer and dealer ~ 
R. E. Bramlett, sheep salesman , Da.ggett- ~een Com. Co. 
Jack Shaw, order buyer and dealer. 
Wallace Johnston, order buyer and deal er.-. 
Thad Boswell, salesman, Oass.1dy Qom. Co. . 
Bob Chandler, salesman and order buyer, Texas L. S. Mkt1ng . Ass 1th 
Harold Newman, order buyer, W. Y. Farr ell & Co. 
w. Y. Farrell, order buyer and dealer, 
Clint Shirley, salesman, Shirley Com. Co . 



Information Given by Wyat t Adams. 

1. Mr. Adams r ~port ed Meat Grading Service has "oerta1n specification, 
f or grading •lambs •, •yearlings• and "sheep •. They oan not and will not 
grade t ~em otherwi se. 

2. Stated that until OPS took over •very few• packers used meat 
grading service. Admitted USDA specifications were not in general use by 
the trade. 

' 3. Said specificat ions were prepar ed in 1931 , had been revised twioe. 

4. Asked a direc t question as to what was meant by •conformati on • 
or the car cass (an i mport ant factor i n the USDA speci fications ) . • 
Adams told the group i t was t he same t hing as if a •beautiful, well 
built gi rl walked down the street . You would see i t and like it. • 
That was his definition ot conformation. 

S. Asked i f he would, o~ the basi s of the situation reported to him, 
t eel that he could go back to his superior .officers with a recommendati on 
some relief be instituted, Mr . Adams sai d 1I have nothing to say". 

6. epeated questions as to whether he oould suggest any means ot 
getting relief drew the same answer , •no comment•. 

7. Asked it he wer.e called in by his superi or s and. asked t o make 
recommendations rel ative to righting this i nequitable situation, i f he 
would speak in fav9r or changes to agai n put new c.rop and old crop 
lambs baok into their traditional price relationship - Mr. Ad.ams 
decl i ne~ to answer . 

?, sked 1t USDA Meat Grading Service · spec i f ications were used 
duri World War II under the old Ol?A -- Mr . Adams declined to 
answer • . 

9. Asked why five month old lambs could possibly be graded 
"yearlings• by the government 'met graders -- Mr. Adame said 
they had the1r specifications to· go b7. 

10. -r. Adams told the group that no one had any author,1-.ty to 
take any action in this matter except Secretary Brannen and 
it would take months t o conduct hearing,, etc .• , in the matter. 



Information Given by .Producers and 
Market epresentatives. 

1. This year old crop lambs, due to the grading system now 1~ use, . 
are selling $3 to ,s owt .• below new crop lambs. For pas t JO yea.rs or more 
they have tradition~lly sold $1 to $2 under at this time of year. 

2, This. is below oost of production of these old crop la.robs. 

:3, Many sheep producers are already in despe:rate financial strait~. 

4, Buyers ot old crop lambs during past season are losing heavily, 
at some market1 yearling lambs .are· disoounted $.5 and yearling ewe lambs 
disoounted $7 under lamb pr1oe, · speo1f1• instance reported i n USDA 
mark_e~ report from Omaha Kay 1;, 19.52. . , . 

S. Order buyers report . trade at standstill.· , with l?rospeot1ve buyers 
o:f'fer~g ,i1 .5 to -7 cwt on pld o:rop lambs offered at 129 to $22. 

6. Such a p rice in the face of hi gh operating costs, unusual and e.x:.­
oessi-y-e feed bills du~ to_ t };l._e dro\l!ih, w~ll 9:reak prod1:1oers. 

7. End ' result of the d1sa~terous price woul d be ioss of meat 
production, loss ot wool production, and eventual severe short ages 
of th~se 1t.em_s :f'Qr t he __ Nat iQJt. , . _ . . . 

a. Comparative price-, for several ye~rs were pr esent ed which 
revealed the trad1t1onai relat i onship between old crop l amb price 
and new crop l amb price was $1 to $2 ewt, instead of the present 
03 to _~S or more spread. . _ . _ _ _ 

9. This situation has developed only ~i nce oompulsory grading of 
old crop lambs under USDA eat Grading Service specifications was 
instit-µted under _applioat1on of OPS rules. _ 

10. For JO to 40 years the industry has graded old orop lambs and 
yearl i ngs by the "break joint• method. Thi s has been satisfactory t o 
produc~r, packer and consumer • 

. ' 
11. Aversion of the meat t rade to buying carcasses branded "yearling • 

was reported an price for thi s meat i s currently 12 to 14 cents below 
ceiling , and 16 to ,1 8 cents bel ow "l~b• prioe. 

12. _The above spread in old crop and new crop lambs 1s effective only 
under conditions whioh _permi t packers to buy old crop lambs in l oad lot 
numbers. her e old cr op lambs have to be slaughtered locally the spread 
1s o:rt~n $7 to $10, ~wt. _ . . _ 

' 

13. Under appl1os.t1on of USDA lamb specif1oat1ons1 as interpret ed and 
applied at Fort Worth, ev~n new orop lambs actually five months old have 
been branded !tyearling • by the government meat graders. 



Summary of Industry epresentatives 
Conclusions : 

1. Under present grading system prices of new crop lambs nd old 
crop l ambs have drifted J t o 10 apart. 

of a 
2. This 1spread 1 compares with t he tradional price relationship 
1 to ~2 spread0 

3. Under present grading program sheep feeders are losing mi lli ons 
o f dollars , a situation that will demoralize prices of reeder 9ld orop 
l ambs in the- ooming months even more , 

4. The ·i ndustry has for JO or 40 y~ars graded ol d crop lambs under 
the •break joint• systemq) It has been satisfactor y to producer, packer 
and consumer and creat ed~ stable market . 

S. Under t he pr'e.eent grading program oid crop lambs bred. and 
r aised together are bei ng graded ditterently. Old crop lambs who had 

. the same sire, were born a t the same date , handl eq. i n i dentical fashion , 
are fall i ng i nt o olassi fioatiohs that result 1n carcass v l ues with 
differentials of $1'6 to $18 cwt in the meat trade. · 

6e There oan be no possible difference in the ea.ting qualities of 
this meat. 

?. The restllta.nt chaotic conditions mean banokr uptoy f or feeder s 
as uell . as growers. 

8~ :Present pr1oea de> not represen.t cost of production . 

9. USDA l eat Grading Servi ce. specifications are unrealistic and 
do not follow accepted prao.tioes in the trade,. Are not a.ooepted or 
are not acceptable t o the 1~austry and are therefore never used 
except when under compulsion, or in a small pereantage of oases where 
buyer s request USDA grading. 

·, 10~ The "break Joint• system i s t he tradition means of grading 
old crop lambs. and yearlingso I t 1s . fair and has been accepted as fir 
by all interests 1n t he .sheep and packer industr-3.. and has been 
suited.. to consumer demand., 

ll. The Nation' s supply of. wool, as well as meat , will be sharply 
curta.Ued i f the present .grading system i s maintained. 


