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Texcls Sheep Raisers Ask 
Change in Lamb-Grading 

A delegation of Texas sheep 
raisers got a promise in Wash
ington Tuesday that a contro
versy over the grading of lambs 
that is now costing them millions 
of dollars will get top-level con
Ilideration, 

The fight arose over an OPS 
rule which requires that lambs 
must be sold under Department 
of Agriculture grading standards. 
These the trade regards as un
realistic and ridiculous. They 
have never been used on any 
wide scale, and few if any buyers 
pay any attention to them-aside 
from the OPS rule. 

The rules are so interpreted 
that, in Fort Worth, lambs 5 
months old have been branded 
as yearlings by government meat 
graders. This and other interpre-
tations of the rules by the gov-
ernment agents have resulted in 
old crop lambs selling froil} $3 
to $5 a hundred pounds below 
prices for the new crop lambs, 
whereas the traditional differen-
tial is $1 to $2 at this time of 
year. 

Ernest Williams, secretary of 
the Texas Sheep and Goat Raisers 
Association, representing some 
8,000 growers, and Dick Alex
ander of Blanket, a large sheep 
producer, met with Senator Lyn
don Johnson and his administra
tive assistant, Walter Jenkins. 
They also called on Rep. Clark 
Fisher of San Angelo. They got a 
promise that an appointment will 
be made for them Wednesday 
with either Secretary Brannan 
of the Agriculture Department 
or Administrator Ellis Arnall of 
the OPS. 

Their objective with Brannan 
would be to get the standards 
reduced to a realistic basis simi
lar to the "break-joint" method 
the trade has used for the last 
30 or 40 years for classifying 
lambs. Their objective with 
Arnall would be either to remove 
the ceilings and concurrent re
quiremenL that lambs must be 
marketed under USDA standards, 
or to remove that requirement. 

There wasn't much hope that 
the USDA would change its grad
ing system, even though the 
trade virtually never uses it ex
cept in the instance of a relative
ly few buyers who ask for USDA 
standards. This opinion resulted 

• from a conference in Fort Worth 
last week at which Wyatt Adams, 
assistant supervisor of the , 
USDA's meat grading division, I 
listened to the trade's complaints 

• and promised no action to re
lieve them. 

The trade's position is that, 
_ under the marketing system now I 
" required, old crop lambs are sell-
' ing below production cost. Al- i 
· ready, they say, many sheep pro- I 

ducers are in desperate straits. ! 
:. Buyers of old crop lambs also j 
• are losing heavily, because year

ling lambs are discounted $5 a 
hundredweight and yearling ewe 

• lambs $7 under the lamb price. 
• Order buyers say the trade is at 
, a standstill, with prospective buy-

ers bidding $15 to $17 on old 
• crop lambs offered at $20 to $22. 
: Because producers can't make 
' money at these prices, they say 
: there is a serious danger that 
. both meat production and wool 

production, both sorely needed 
as part of the defense buildup, 

• will be sharply reduced, with re
sulting shortages over the nation. 

The meat trade itself holds 
that the new system, required by 
the OPS rules, is resulting in 

, meat prices 12 to 14c a pound 
· below ceilings on so-called "year

lings" and 16 to 18c below the 
"lamb" price. . 

This spread applies when pack
ers buy old crop lambs in car- , 
load lot numbers. Where the 

lambs have to be slaughtered 
locally, the spread is often $7 to 
$10 a hundred pounds, the trade 
reports. 

Among ridiculous situations 
cited was one under which old 
1crop lambs bred and raised to
;gether have been graded differ
,ently. Old crop lambs who had 
1the same sire, were born at the 
:same date, and handled in ident
ical fashion have been falling into 
classifications that resulted in 
carcass values with differentials 
()f $16 to $18 a hundred pounds 
i, the meat trade. The trade in
ists there can be no possible dif
ference in eating qualities of the 
meat. 


